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(1) FROM THE PRESIDENT

Michael J. Rockler, President, The Bertrand Russell Society

I always find it interesting and enjoyable to reread Russell's popular
writing. One reason I think this is the case is that many of the issues
Russell addressed are still contemporary problems; this makes reading his
works relevant to everyday life.

Russell wrote often about the problem of population in the world. He
was concerned that the number of people on earth was growing too quickly--

particularly in nations that were experiencing poverty.

In Marriage and Morals, Russell wrote:

...that being so, we have no reason, from an economic point of
view, to desire that population should increase. Those who feel
this desire are usually inspired by motives of nationalistic
materialism, and the increase of population that they desire
is not to be a permanent one, since it is to be wiped out as
soon as they can get the war at which they are aiming.

In New Hopes for a Changing World, Russell again addressed the issue of
population:

...those who urge that by means of technical advances a
continually growing population can remain prosperous for an in-
definite period are evidently incapable of appreciating the
properties of geometric progression. If population continues
to increase, however slowly, it must ultimately surpass any as-
signed limit., Naturally this is impossible, since there is a
limit to what the earth can yield;....

The rate of population growth was a concern of Russell which has become
even more relevant since his death twenty-five years ago this February.

This June at the annual meeting (details of which are discussed elsewhere
in the newsletter) the Bertrand Russell Society Award will be given to Zero
Population Growth in recognition of their ongoing struggle to bring a ratiomal
Russellian approach to the growth of population. The Award will be given at
the annual banquet. A representative of ZPG will accept the Award and present
the annual banquet address.

This year the annual meeting will be held at the Columbia Inn in
Columbia, Maryland--a suburb of the District of Columbia. Those staying at
the Inn, which is situated next to a small lake across from a shopping mall,
can stay on at the special conference rate for a few days and thus be able
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to be in Washington for the Fourth of July. Fireworks in the Nation's Capital
are the most elaborate in the United States.

Why not plan now to attend the annual meeting? It will be a wonderful
experience and can become the capstone of a summer vacation in one of the most
exciting American cities.

I hope to see everyone in Maryland. Make your reservation today. You
will have a good time and your presence at the meeting will strengthen the
Society.

(2) TREASURER'S REPORTS

BRS Treasurer Dennis J. Darland submitted these reports for the fourth quarter
of 1994 and for the entirety of 1994. Note that these reports do not take
1995 membership renewal payments or 1995 contributions into account. '"BREP
Contrib" = contributions to the Bertrand Russell Editorial Project. '"RUSSELL
Sub" = subscription costs for Russell: The Journal of the Bertrand Russell
Archives.

BRS. 434 .REPORT age 1 BRS.94.REPORT age 1 ,

BERTRAND RUSEEEL SOCIETY TREASURER'S REPORT BERTRAND RUES%LL SOCIETY TREASURER'S REPORT
4th Quarter 1994 Annual, 1994 ; ;
Sunday, January 8, 1995 11:35 am Sunday, January 8, 1995 11:57 ao
Beginning bal $3032.13 Beginaing bal $916.88
INCONE INCOYE
BREP Contrib §100.00 BREP Contrib $100.00
Contributions $0.00 Contributions $891.00
Interest §1.34 Interest $2.32
Library Income $13.93 Library Income $187.63
Meeting Fees $0.00 Yeeting Fees $0.00
¥isc Income $40.13 Misc Income $40.13
Yew Nembers $225.50 Yew Members $1219.50
Renewals $172.30 Rezewals $3262.00
TOTAL §353.62 TOTAL $8005.80
EXPENSES EXPENSES
BREP Pant $0.00 BREP Pmnt $0.00
Library Expense $0.00 Library Expense $210.03
Yeetings §0.00 Meetings §1145.38
Meab & Info $1183.03 Yeab & Info $4920.97
Misc Expenses $27.63 Misc Expenses $101.71
RUSSELL Sub §0.00 RUSSELL Sub §149.30
TOTAL $1212.66 TOTAL $6327.39
Final bal $2395.09 Final bal $2395.09



Page 4 RUSSELL SOCIETY NEWS, No. 85 February 1995

(3) 1995 ANNUAL MEETING

The 1995 annual meeting of The Bertrand Russell Society will be held Friday,
June 30 through Sunday, July 2 in Columbia, Maryland, U.S.A. at The Columbia
Inn Hotel and Conference Center. It is our hope that every BRS member will
at least comnsider the possibility of participating and that many will indeed
be present.

The latest tentative program schedule is as follows:

Friday, June 30, 1995

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. Registration

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Dinner (on your own)

7:30 - 7:45 p.m. Welcoming remarks

7:45 - 8:45 p.m. Awarding of Book_Awidrd; recipient's présentation -
8:45 - 9:45 p.m. Peter Stone, "Problems of Power in Russell's Politics"
9:45 - 11:00 p.m. Board of Directors meeting (all members welcome)

Saturday, July 1, 1995

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Registration

9:00 - 10:00 a.m. John Shosky, "Multiculturalism, Authenticity, and Enligh-
tened Self-Interest: Bertrand Russell and the Quest for
Political Recognition"

Coffee break

Michael J. Rockler, "Russell and Education: Russell's
Debt to Locke"

10:00 - 10:15
10:15 - 11:15

B o
BB

11:15 - 12:15 p.m. Bertrand Russell Society business meeting

12:15 = 2:15 p.m. Lunch (on your own)

2:15 - 3:15 p.m. Timothy Madigan, "Russell and Dewey on Inquiry"

3:15 - 3:30 p.m. Coffee break

3:30 - 4:30 p.m. First presentation by Pdper Prize Competition winner i
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Free time

5:30 - 7:00 p.m. Red Hackle Hour

7:00 = 9:30 p.m. Banquet; awarding of BRS Award; recipient's address

Sunday, July 2, 1995

9:00 - 10:30 a.m. James Alouf, "Bertrand Russell as Teacher Educator"
10:30 - 10:45 a.m. Coffee break

10:45 - 11:30 a.m. Second presentation by Paper Prize Competition winner
11:30 - 12:15 p.m. To be announced

12:15 p.m. Closing

Columbia, Maryland is situated about half-way between Washington, DC and
Baltimore, Maryland. The Columbia Inn lies 25 miles from downtown Washington,
20 miles from downtown Baltimore, 15 miles from Baltimore/Washington Inter-
national Ariport, 30 miles from Washington National Airport, and 47 miles from
Dulles International Airport. A modern hotel and conference facility, The
Columbia Inn has ten wooded lakeside acres, 289 guestrooms, full hotel ser-

{/ZO E?L(‘/[ 1 29 7/%/&’;56 {75”/1/07,C
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vices, and covered garage parking. Dining, shopping, and entertainment sites
are nearby.

Meeting registration is being handled by the BRS. Hotel reservations are
being handled by The Columbia Inn.

To register for the meeting: Please refer to the top of the blue sheet at-
tached to this RSN issue. The per person fee of U.S. $85.00 covers registra-
tion, coffee breaks, the Red Hackle Hour (reception featuring BR's favorite
drink), and the Banquet. Those whose registrations are received by June 12
may register at the reduced per person fee of U.S. $75.00. Please make checks
or money orders in U.S. funds payable to "Michael J. Rockler". Write "BRS"
on the check memo line. Mail the form and payment to: Michael J. Rockler;
14213 Chesterfield Road; Rockville, MD 20853; U.S.A. The Banquet will have
a chicken entree; if you have a special dietary request, inform Dr. Rockler
when registering by mail. Annual meeting questions and comments also should
be directed to Dr. Rockler.

To reserve a room at The Columbia Inn: Please direct your inquiry to: The
Columbia Inn Hotel and Conference Center; 10207 Wincopin Circle; Columbia,
MD 21044; U.S.A.; telephone 800-638-2817 or 410-730-3900. June 12 is the
deadline for receiving the special nightly rate of U.S. $79.00 plus 107 tax.
This rate applies to either a single or double room. Mention "Russell Soci-
ety" to qualify for this reduced rate. The Columbia Inn should also be con-
tacted for additional information about its facilities and directions by car,
train, bus, or air.

The next RSN issue will include updated information about the annual meeting.
But, in the meantime, we suggest you mark your calendars, fill out and mail
the blue form with your payment, make your hotel reservation, and look for-
ward to three memorable days of Russell-related activities. Remember, too,
to act soon to take advantage of the reduced early registration fee and special
hotel rate--the June 12 deadline applies to both.

(4) BRS BUSINESS

1. 1995 Membership Renewals. Thanks to all members who renewed their BRS mem-

bership. We trust you will find your BRS membership to be worthwhile in 1995.
Those members who have not yet renewed are being sent this RSN issue as a
courtesy. If you have not yet renewed, please read the bottom of the blue
sheet attached to this RSN issue, complete the form, and mail it with your
payment to the Chicago address shown. We do want you to remain with us!

2. Address Corrections. Please take a moment to look at the address label

used to get this RSN issue to you. If there is need for a correction, please
let us know. Thank you.
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3. Board of Directors Election. We appreciate the effort taken by many
members in voting in the Board of Directors election. The following persons
were elected for three year terms beginning January 1, 1995: Louis Acheson,
Kenneth Blackwell, John Jackanicz, David Johnson, Justin Leiber, Gladys-Leit-
hauser, Stephen Reinhardt, Thomas Stanley. Elsewhere in this issue is a list
of all directors and officers. Later this year another election will be held
for directors whose three year terms begin on January 1, 1996. It is not too
early to be nominated or to nominate oneself as a candidate in that election.
Letters of nomination may be sent to the newsletter. Directors are expected
to make a reasonable effort to attend BRS annual meetings and from time to
time to give their opinions about matters under Board consideration.

4. Contributions. We would like to acknowledge, with thanks, the monetary
contributions made by many members who renewed their BRS membership for 1995.
Through such contributions,; our organization can undertake activities not ful-
ly covered by regular dues payments. Our thoughtful contributors were:

Jay Aragona
Cheryl Bascom
Michael Emmett Brady
James Bunton
Whitfield Cobb
Current Wisdom, Inc.
David M. Daugharty
Dong In Bae
Linda Egendorf
Earl G. Hansen
David S. Hart
Donald Jackanicz
Robert James
Allan Kramer
Gregory Landini
Gladys Leithauser
Jill Lenz
John Lenz
Stephen J. Reinhardt
Michael J. Rockler
Harry Ruja
John F. Schaak
Warren Allen Smith
Shohig Sherry Terzian
Kevin Tucker
Robert E. Wallace
Ronald Yuccas

5. Award Nominations Sought. Each year the BRS makes two award presentations
at the annual meeting: (1) The BRS Award, to an individual or organization
whose activities relate in a special way to Russell or have been undertaken
in a Russellian way; (2) The BRS Book Award, to an author or authors whose
recent publication stands out as an excellent example of contemporary Russell
scholarship. Nominations for either award may be directed by members to BRS
President Michael Rockler; 14213 Chesterfield Rd.; Rockville, MD 210443 U.S.A.
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(5) BRS LIBRARY

The Society library sells and lends books, audiotapes, videotapes, and other
materials by and about Russell. Please direct BRS library inquiries and
requests to Tom Stanley, Box 434, Wilder, VT 05088.

1. Books for sale H-Cloth, otherwise paperback. Prices are postpaid. Please
send check or money order (U.S. funds only) payable to the "Bertrand Russell
Society" to Tom Stanley.

By Bertrand Russell:

Appeal to the American Conscience............ cecee s eaeeenn ceeeeseseseaa$3.15
Authority and the Individual.....ceeeeceeeecesssecccscasvossasscasossasasle95
HAS MAN @ FULULC? e e e seeseenuoanansassnsssssssassssssnessssnaseecsoss-HaoB.00

History of the World in Epitome.....c.ccecivrirsencnsacces cecersascsesssssl.00
In Praise of IdlenesS..cieecesccssaocs T ceeeenenen 8.95
My Philosophical DevelopPment....eeeeeeeeessceesncsccnsansssonsnnnsas seee.7.95
Political IdealS....... cecereseccca s aosaseces s seenac oo e ceesesnenen .7.95
Power: A New Social Analysis............. ceseen ceeereecnes sessseecssssseaB.95
Principles of Social Reconstruction........ ceeeenes ceoeeean ceeesceseneasssT.95
SceptiCal ESSayS.cveeesceocscosssoncness I - =)

By Other Authors:

- Bertrand Russell,1872-1970............ ces e e cee e e creeaen seeseeasessl.50
Bertrand Russell's America, Vol. 2, 1945-1970 edited by Barry Feinberg
and Ronald Kasrils.......... P I 2=

Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary of B.R.........H..9.00
Liberty and Social Transformation: A Study in Bertrand Russell's
Political Thought by Chandrakala Padi@......eeeeeeeseesceascssscess..H.11.50
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words..............10.95
The Selected Letters of Bertrand Russell, Vol. I, The Private Years
(1884-1914) by Nicholas GriffiN.ceeeeeieueseeeseeeasacssssscncoonasssH.17.50
Mr. Wilson Speaks 'Frankly and Fearlessly on Vietnam to B.R.....ecc.c.....2.00

2. Book News

John Slater's Bertrand Russell was published by Thoemmes Press in November. The
paperback edition will be available, at a discount, from the library. The cloth
edition may be purchased from Scholarly Book Services, 77 Mowat Avenue, Suite
403, Toronto, Ontario M6K 3E3. Tel: 416-533-5490.

The Ethical Philosophy of Bertrand Russell by Ramendra Nath was published by the
Vantage Press, a subsidy publisher, in May. It is available for $13.95 from
their office at 516 W. 34th Street, New York, N.Y. 10001. A copy is in the
lending library.

The new Routledge paperback edition of Fact and Fiction is available in the
States for $13.95.
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(6) BRS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1995

Chairman: Marvin Kohl. Center for Applied Ethics; Hong Kong Baptist University;
224 Waterloo Road; Kowloon; Hong Kong.

Secretary: Donald W. Jackanicz. 3802 North Kenneth Avenue; Chicago, IL 60641.

3 Year Term, January 1, 1993--December 31, 1995

Jack Cowles, deceased.

Linda Egendorf. P.0. Box 713; Lincoln, MA 01773.

William Fielding. P.O. Box 218; Ware, MA 01082,

Tim Madigan. 30 Chatsworth Avenue; #1; Kenmore, NY 14217.

Paul Arthur Schilpp, deceased.

Warren Allen Smith. 31 Jane Street; #10-D; New York, NY 10014.

Ramon Suzara. 8 Zipper Street; San Lorenzo Village; Makati, Metro Manila; Philippines.
Thom Weidlich. 170 East 3rd Street; #1D; New York, NY 10009.

3 Year Term, January 1, 1994--December 31, 1996

Irving H. Anellis. Box 1036; Welch Avenue Station; Ames, IA 50010-1036.

Robert K. Davis. 7711 West Norton Avenue; West Hollywood, CA 90046-6214,

Nicholas Griffin. R.R. l; Troy, Ontario L85 4M2; Canada.

Robert T. James. 860 Bingham Road; Ridgewood, NJ 07450.

Chandrakala Padia. 7, Hyderabad Colony; Benares Hindu University; Varanesi 5; India,
Paul Pfalzner. 380 Hamilton Avenue South; Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1C7; Canada.

Harry Ruja. 4664 Troy Lane; La Mesa, CA 92041.

John E. Shosky. 1806 Rollins Drive; Alexandria, VA 22307-1613.

3 Year Term, January 1, 1995--December 31, 1997

Louis K. Acheson. 17721 Marcello Place; Encino, CA 91316.

Kenneth Blackwell.. Russell Archives; McMaster Univ.; Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L6; Canada.
John A. Jackanicz. 3802 North Kenneth Avenue; Chicago, IL 60641.

David E. Johnson. 150 Porter Drive; Annapolis, MD 21401.

Justin Leiber. Philosophy Department; University of Houston; Houston, TX 77004.
Gladys Leithauser. 122 Elm Park; Pleasant Ridge, MI 48069.

Stephen J. Reinhardt. 2401 Pennsylvania Avenue; #202; Wilmington, DE 19806.

Thomas J. Stanley. Box 434; Wilder, VT 05088.

Ex officio Directors (terms concurrent with terms as BRS officers)

Michael J. Rockler (BRS President). 14213 Chesterfield Road; Rockville, MD 20853.
John R. Lenz (BRS Vice President). 38 B Loantaka Way; Madison, NJ 07940.

Lee Eisler (VP/Information Emeritus). 13336 Gulf Blvd.; #304; Madeira Beach, FL 33708.
Donald W. Jackanicz (BRS Secretary). 3802 North Kenneth Avenue; Chicago, IL 60641.
Dennis J. Darland (BRS Treasurer). .1965 Winding Hills Rd.; #1304; Davenport, IA 52807.

All addresses are in U.S.A. unless otherwise noted.
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(7) ON PAULING AND POPPER

RSN No.
Linus Pauling on August 19,

February 1995

84 (November 1994) reported on the deaths of BRS honorary members
1994 and Karl Popper on September 17,

1994. We

renew the invitation for readers to submit reminiscences of these men for

future issues.

Below are an interesting letter from Pauling to former RSN

editor Lee Eisler and the New York Times (Associated Press) Popper obituary,

September 16, 1994,

p. 54. We regret that the New York Times obituary for

Pauling, though well worth reading, is too long for reproduction here.

LINUS PAULING INSTITUTE of SCIENCE and MEDICINE

440 Page Ml Road. Palo Aleo, Califonin 94306
Telephone: (413) 327-4064

16 May 1986

Mr. Lee Eisler

The Bertrand Russell Society, Inc.
RD 1, Box 409

Coopersburg, PA 18036

Dear Mr. Eisler:

I am glad to accept the invitation to me to
become an honorary member of the Bertrand Russell Society.

I was interested to see that you quoted a
statement from Russell's autobiography. This statement is
not correct. Russell wrote to me, asking me to sign the
manifesto. Because I was traveling or for some other reason
my answer was delayed until after the first announcement had
been made. I think that by this time Russell had forgotten
that he had invited me to be a member of the original group,
and thought that I was volunteering.

Sincerely,

NI A A

LP:dm

Sir Karl Popper Is Dead at 92;
Philosopher of ‘Open Society’

CROYDON, England, Sept. 17°
(AP) — Sir Karl Popper, a philoso-
phg: who was a defender of déemo-
ciatic systems of government, died
t in a hospital here. He was 92.

e died of complications of can-

pneumoma and kidney failure,
a manager at the hospital in this |

l.nndon suburb. Sir Karl was born in
Ags;na but had worked in England
sme 1945 and lived near London.
.SMuch of his work concerned sci-
endg and the uncertainty of knowl-
eage But it was as a defender of
dgniocratic systems and an oppo-
nef} of Marxism that Sir Kar} was
mpost widely known.

flis book “The Open Society and
lls@nemxes ** published in 1945, has
bgen called one of the most influen-
tialibooks of the century. It was
responsxble for the w1despread use
of:the phrase '‘open society.”

#&ir Kar! argued that communism

afd fascnsm were philosphically

?{'ﬁ England, where he spent much

o[his career, his ideas and those of
twd" economists, Frederick Hayek
an@. Milton Friedman, provided the
ifjellectual framework for the Con-
servative Party of former Prime
Mimster Margaret Thatcher. He
was a professor of Logic and Scien-
uhc Method at the London School of
Eganomics from 1949 to 1969.

"H:s book ““The Poverty of Histori-
ciem,” another attack on Marxism,
Was published in 1957,

-&r Karl questioned the idea that
thefe were inexorable laws of hu-
mian history, believing history to be
ipfluenced by the growth of knowl-
edge, which is unpredictable.

"He presented his arguments about
science in his first book, “The Logic
or-Smenm'lc Discovery,” published
inY934.

Lot +-He argued that science does not
proceed through verification, but
through making bold, competing
éanjectures, exposing them to rigor-

ous:tests and eliminating those that
HaVe been refuted.

.He said decades later that “next to
music and art, science is the great-
ést; most beautiful and most enlight-
enmg achxevemem of the human

pmt

Durmg the 1960's, Sir Karl came to
be labeled a reactionary. He said
that his views had been misrepre-
sgnted.

“Criticism of my alleged views
was widespread and highly success-
ful,” he said. *'l have yet to meet a
criticism of my views.”

. Karl Raimund Popper was born in

Sir Karl Popper

Vienna, the son of a prominent lib-
eral lawyer, Simon Popper, who was
a doctor of law at the University of
Vienna, where Karl was educated.
His mother was a pianist, Jenny

~ Schiff Popper.-

He was the son of Jews but was
christened in a Protestant church.
As World War II approached, he left -
Austria with his wife, Josefine, for
New Zealand. There he became sen-
ior lecturer in philosophy at Canter- -
bury College in Christchurch.

He came to London in 1945 to
accept the post at the London School *
of Economics. )

Karl Popper began his opposition
to Marxism during his youth in Vien--
na, soon after World War L.

After considering himself a Com-~
munist for a few months, he wit-
nessed a confrontation between Vi-_
enna police and young unarmed so-
cialists trying to rescue some Com-
munists from the police station. The
police fatally shot several of the
young people.

He said that while a Marxist would
have accepted that such deaths
might be necessary on the road to
revolution, he could not.

In a 1992 interview with The sun-
day Times in London, he remarked
on the collapse of the Marxist states
of Eastern Europe.

“I will not except to say, ‘I told you
so.’ I just knew that these were
beastly regimes and I kept saying so.
That is all.”

Sir Karl's wife died in 1985. He had
no children.
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(8) LETTER FROM CARL A. WESTMAN

We are pleased to have received this thoughtful letter from BRS member Carl
A. Westman. Replies may be made either to him directly or to RSN.

Carl A. Westman

802 Susan Carol Lane
Chattanooga, TN 37421-4561
18 December 1994

Russell Society News

¢/o Donald W. Jackanicz
3802 North Kenneth Avenue
Chicago, IL 60641-2814

To the Editor:

I read with pleasure David M. Daugharty’s letter in the RSN No. 83. While I enjoyed Moorebead's
biography of Russell, I wonder if she too quickly cast off Russell’s activities in his final decade of life
as being primarily orchestrated by Ralph Schoenman. Consider the fact that Schoenman is hardly
mentioned in Feinberg and Kasrils® Bertrand Russell's America: 1945-1970. However, if Russell felt
compelled to write a 7,500 word memorandum clarifying his relationship with him, then Schoenman’s
relative absence from Feinberg and Kasrils’ book seems rather conspicuous. The key to understanding
the extent of Schoenman’s influence may be in the memorandum itself, but I have been unable to find it
published. Moorehead’s notes are a bit confusing; can it be found in Ronald W. Clark’s The Life of
Bertrand Russell? Can other RSN readers help?

With regard to Russell’s stand on Vietnam, I must first confess a degree of ignorauce. I was born
during the Vietnam War (1967), and have not read extensively on the history of the conflict. However,
baving read many of Russell’s works, I would offer two observations. First, and most importantly,
Russell’s stand on the war was entirely consistent with the values he advocated throughout his life. As
Daugharty notes from personal experience, Russell was not an isolated old dupe for opposing the war.

The second observation concerns Russell’s bandling of the War Crimes Tribunal. I do not contest its
findings (in fact, the evidence I have seen supports them; compare Crimes of Obedience by Kelman and
Hamilton). However, criticisms of its impartiality seem justified. One concern is obvious, but hardly
Russell’s fault: no defense was offered by the U.S. However, even the balance of the proceedings
lacked some qualities I think an impartial inquiry would have. The jurors appear to have been hand-
picked, at least in part, by Russell. Also, Russell made scveral statements prior to the proceedings that
indicated that he was convinced, prior to hearing any formally submitted evidence, that the U.S. was
guilty as charged. This could have influenced his jurors. Also, Russell tended to give full credibility to
reports from those who were predisposed to his own prior opinion. Fortunately he mitigated this by
extensively using press reports from papers that were not opposed to the war.

My point is that Russell had strayed far from his own first commandment “Do not fee! certain of
anything.” He hardly seemed like the same person who wrote:

The scientific attitude of mind involves a sweeping away of all other desires in the interest of
the desire to know -- it involves suppression of hopes and fears, loves and hates, and the whole
subjective emotional life, until we become subdued to the material, without bias, without any
wish except to see it as it is, and without any belief that what must be determined by some
relation, positive or negative, to what we should like it to be or what we can easily imagine it
to be.
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It is this part of Russell that I sensed missing in his later years. Whether a dupe of Ralph Schoenman or
not, I cannot say; nevertheless, his late writings took on a tinge of surety, which may have been what
truly disappointed some of his admirers.

I would be very interested in the thoughts of fellow RSN teaders on these matters, whether in a reply to
the editor or directly to my address above.

In RSN No. 84, I noted Sharon Morrison’s letter mentioning Russell’s On Education. Ihad spoken
with Sharon about a copy I had located, and we intended to correspond. I could not locate her at
UConn before I moved to TN (Sharon, I am interested in corresponding with you on Russell’s thcones
and experiments in education. Please write or call me at the address above.).

Sincerely,

(i fht—

Carl A. Westman

9 RUSSELL VS. DURANT ON MODERN EDUCATION

This advertisement appeared in The New Republic, October 9, 1929. If a debate
questioning "Is modern education a failure?" were held today, what modern
equivalents of Russell, Durant, and Dewey could be found to participate?

—RUSSELL vs DURANT—
‘Debate!

Is modern education a failure?

JOHN DEWEY, Chairman
This SUNDAY EVENING, OCT. 6 at 8.30

Meocca Temple, 55 Bt. & Tth AI:O. :
Reserved Tickets $1. to $2.76 for sale now—Rand
School T Bast 16 8t.t New School, 4656 W. 23 St—
umbia University Book Store. :

nox OYFICE, OPEN FROM—I1 A. M. fo 9 P. M.
Bpecial Yhone Olircle 2053

By Mall or in Persom at
Discussion Guild—15 Bast 40 St.—Room 1002—Xexington 7483

RUSSELL’S ONLY PUBLIC APPEARANCE

g
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BLACKWELL/RUJA BR BIBLIOGRAPHY REVIEWED

February 1995

We offer congratulations to Kenneth Blackwell (Russell Archivist at McMaster
University) and Harry Ruja (former BRS Board Chairman) on the appearance of

their three volume work,

A Bibliography of Bertrand Russell.

This undated

(December 1994 of January 1995?) review by Ray Monk in The Observor Review,

P

16 is the first of what we expect to be numerous complimentary reviews.

Politics, logic and adultery: if BERTRAND RUsSELL wrote about it, it’s all in the files
in Hamilton, Ontario. Ray Monk is astounded by an extraordinary bibliophile

The spirit and the letter

n a book published in 1974

% called The Link: the
Extraordinary Gifts of a Teenoge

% Dsychic, a curious conversation
B is rccorded benveen Matthew
Manning, the teenage psychic
of the title, and the spiritof
Berteand Russell, ‘Do you still
believe that there is no life after
death?” asks Manning, pethaps
somewhat redundantly, to which
Russell's spirit (determined, no
coubt, to aveid an insoluble paradox)
replies that, as 2 matter of fact, his
views on the immortality of the soul
have undergone a fairly drastic
change since he found himselfto be
existing atter his death. *The uni-
versc is deathless,” the deceased
Russell declares, ‘because having
no infinite self, it says infinite.”

In the ordinary course of events
this implausible exchange might
have been lost and forgotten years
ago, hut it has now achieved a kind
of immortality by being preserved
(atbeit in a section headed *Spurious
Publications’) in A Bibik phy of
a 1

4 B 1, a

three-volume set that seems certain
to remain the definitive reference
work on its subject for many gener-
ations to come. Indeed, it provides
what is surely one of the most com-
plete records of a writer's work
ever compiled.

As well as listing all those things
that have been falsely attributed to
Russell (quite an undertaking in
itsel, it records, with an attention
to detail that borders on the fanati-
calif not the insane, over 3,000
publications that are indubitably
Russell's work. The resultis an
astonishing testament, both to
Russell’s awe-inspiring productivity
and to the cqually wondrous
diligence of the bibliography’s

editors, Kenneth Blackwell and
i farry Ruja.

Itis the result of more than 30
years' work, which began in the
carly Sixties when Kenneth
Blackwell, then an undergraduate
student of philosophy in Canada,
became interested in Russell and
decided, with the reckless optimism
of youth, to make a list of all
Russell's publications.

By coincidence, Russell was at
that time trying to find somebody to
make a detailed catalogue of all his
manuscripts - he had decided to
sell his papers to the liighest bidder
in order to raise funds for the
recently established Bertrand
Russcll Peace Foundation ~ and
when, in the summer of 1966,
Blackwell visited England and gotin
touch with him for help with his
bibliographical rescarch, Russell
immediately enlisted him as a kind
of live-in archivist.

For three weeks, Blackwell

worked in the basement of Russell’s
house in North Wales, putting into
some kind of order the enormous
collection of manuseripts and cotre-
spondence which Russell, then 94.

ha ed over an dinarily
prolific lifetime.

It was the beginning of an associ-
ation between Blackwell and
Russell's papers that has remained
unbroken to the present day.
Wherever the papers have gone,
Blackwell has gone too. At the end
of his thrce-week spell working in
Russell's basement, the archives
were sent to London to be cata-
logued, and Blackwell went with
them to work for Continuum, the
company employed to produce the
catalogue.

With the Bertrand Russcll Peace
Foundation casting its net cver

ing sense of involvement with world
politics that prevailed among the
Russell circle. ‘Most of us felt,’ he
once toid me, ‘that, like Russell, we
could make a difference.’

In the course of writing a biogra-
phy of Russell, | have got to know
Blackwell quite well, and when [
once referred, with slight mockery,
to Russell's habit of formulating his

Total record: ‘Vm impressed,’ sald
Russall, ‘it | den't think it's werth It’

record he made, every speech and
interview he gave (posthumously or
otherwise) and even every snatch of
his conversation that is recorded in
the work of others,

Nothing is too trivial or too

own personal foreign policy —'I'm
rather displeased with India at the
moment,’ he told one journalist
who came to interview him —
Blackwell exclaimed: ‘We all did in
those days!”

Being at the centre of this some-
what fantastic whirl of political
activity served to increase still fur-
ther Blackwell’s dedication to both
Russell and his work, and when, in

wider in its scrutiny of the dang

March 1968, the archive was sold to
p University in Hamil

to world peace, and the War Crimes
Tribunal beginning its work of
indicting the United States for its
crimes in Vietnam, these were
heady days for those associated with
Russell, and Blackwell did not
remain immune from the intoxicat-

Ontario, Blackwell b by now almost
part of the collection - went with it.
te has been there ever since, serv-
ing as Russell Archivist and contin-
uing his quest to find and describe
every book, article, and blurb that
Russell ever wrote, every film and

Blackwell's consideration. When,
for example, he heard that, in one of
Tony Hancock’s ‘Half Hours’,
Hancock was to be seen lying on his
bed reading Russell's History of
Western Philosaphy, he immediately
took steps to acquire a video of the
programine for the archives.
Blackwell was not alnne in his
determination to detail Russell's
entire publishing record. While he
was in London, he learned that
Harry Ruja, a Professor of
Philosophy at San Diego State
University, was on the same mis-
sion. After a short period of compe-
tition, the two did the only sensible
thing and joined forces. ‘Harry,'
Blackwell says, ‘is the only person
who will pursue a bibliographical

lead longer, ot harder, than 1.*
Anyone who has seen Blackwell at
work will struggle to imagine sotne-
one more tenacious. .

The question that must be asked,
however much both Ruja and
Blackwell have banished it from
their minds, is whether a complete
list of Russell's work really justifies
the effort involved. Russell himself
was in no doubt that it was not. ‘I
am impressed,’ he told Blackwell,
when he saw the number of things
Blackwell had listed in 1966, ‘but1
dontthink it's worth it.*

But when, in March 1945, he vas
asked what he had published since
the previous June, he mentioned
just one article on nationalism, a.d
remarked: ‘Otherwise I have pub
lished nothing to speak of. This
‘nothing’, we can now see from - %
Blackwell and Ruja’s wotk, includes
no fewer than 14 articles in newspa-
pers and magazines, ranging from
an analysis of political and military
‘spheres of influence’ in The New
Leader to a discussion of ‘What Makes
a Waman a Fascinator?’ in Vogue.

- Of course, to the author of

Principles of Mathematics and the co-
author of Principia Mathematica, such
pieces were practically nothing. And
yetitis to have them all duly
recorded and listed, for they high-
light what it is that makes Russell's
huge corpus of work unique in the
history of philosophy and literature:
its truly astonishing diversity.

His early work on logic and
math ics has an i ein
the development of philosophy
comparable to the work of Kant,
Locke, Hume, Wittgenstein or any
of the other towering figures in the
Westemn tradition. But the man who
wrote ‘On Denoting’ —an article
that has long been required reading
for every undergraduate student of
philosophy - was also the author of
urgent comments on current affairs
such as ‘Has Man a Future?', of
elegant and witty essays like those
collected in Sceptital Essays, and of
atrociously inept fiction like Satan in
the Suburbs and Nightmares of Eminent
Persons. i{e was a regular conuribu-
tor - to glossy magazines like
Esquire, Vogue and even, on occasion,
to Playboy - of articles like the one
he wrote for New York’s Glamour
magazine in 1943 on ‘What o do if
you Fall in Love with a Married Man'.

Itis an amazing body of work,
and, if this new bibliography forces
us to realise how much dross a great
philosopher Is capable of writing, it
also enables us to appreciate, per-
haps for the first time, the full scope
of Russell’s achievement,

A Bibllography of Bertrand
Russell edited by Kenneth Blackwell
and Harry Ruja (Routledge £250)
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(11) JOHN SLATER ON RUSSELL

Below is an announcement from Thoemmes Press of Bertrand Russell by John G.
Slater. The thirteen chapter titles are "A Sketch of His Life'"; "Logic and
the Foundations of Mathematics"; "Scientific Method in Philosophy"; '"The
Theory of Descriptions: An Example of His Method in Use"; '"Metaphysics: 'The
Skeleton of the World'"; "Epistemology: 'A Map of the Theory of Knowledge'";
"Ethics: The Ground for Moral Rules"; "Religion: A Sceptic's Testament";
"Political Theory: Liberal and Democratic'; "Political Activism: His Duty
to His Family"; "The Importance of the Study of History"; "The Proper Role
of Education in the Life of the Child"; "Some Thoughts on His Achievements".

- NEW FROM THOEMMES PRESS

Bristol Introductions

A New Series edited by Ray Monk, University of Southampton

Bristol Introductions are short original texts that aim to present challenging perspectives on philosophical
themes, using non-technical language. These books are intended to be of interest 1o both the new student
and the more advanced scholar. Beginning with John Slater’s book on Russell, future volumes in the
series will explore the connections and tensions between philosophy and other disciplines.

BERTRAND RUSSELL
Jobn Slater
With a Preface by Ray Monk

This book is intended as an introduction to Bertrand Russell and his _:
views in a variery of fields. In addition to being one of the most
important logicians and philosophers of this century, Russell was
also, for a very long time, one of its most prominent public figures,
and his influence on his fime was not confined to academic subjects.
Nearly all of his seventy-odd books, including some whose positions
are now rather clearly dated, are still, or were until very recently, in
print, a continuing tribute both to the artraction of his views and to the
grace and polish of his literary style for which he was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 1950.
From a long list of possibilities nine areas have been selected for

discussion. Pride of place must go to his work on the foundarions of

h ics and to the philosophical method which he developed as

q of his in that field. This he used to tackle
metaphysical and epi logical probl a pling of which

are included. To provide the reader with examples of the more
popular side of his work, there are discussions of positions he
defended in the philosophy of religion, political philosophy,
history and education. One of the dominant themes of his life, and A
the one for which he was widely, and at times notoriously, known,
was his political activism. Like his grandfather, Lord John Russell,
before him, there was hardly a public controversy on which he failed
to bestow an article or a pamphler, often a very provocative one, '

Occasionally he paid a heavy price for his intervention: he twice served time in prison for his political
activities. In addition to these areas Russell contributed to many others, but this sample provides the
reader with a good idea of the scope of the influence he had on his age. If the predicate ‘polymath’ is to
be applied to anyone in our century, it surely applies to him. It is painful to have to omit discussion of
any part of his work, but this book will have done its work if it leads its readers to explore his own
writings for topics of special interest to them. If they do, they will find him a delightful author to read,
and one whose opinions and the defence of them are bound to provoke thought, a cause very dear to
Russell’s heart.

Professor John Slater, widely acknowledged to be the greatest authority on Russell’s printed writings,
has been teaching at the University of Toronto since 1964. His principal interest has always been the
philosophy of Russell. He has been closely associated with the Russell archive at McMaster University
and has been instrumental in the edition of the Russell Papers of which eight volumes of a projected
thirty have been published, three of which were edited by him. Professor John Slater also formed the
largest collection of printed Russelliana in existence which is now in the Fisher Rare Books Library at
the University of Toronto.

For further information, please contact:

Publication: November 1994 : 171 pp Deborah Mann, Thoemmes Press,
Pb : ISBN 1 85506 346 8 : £9.99 11 _Great George Street,
Hb: ISBN 1 85506 347 6 : £25.00 Bristol, BS1 SRR, UK.

Tel: (0117) 929 1377 Fax: 9221918
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(14) WELLS BIOGRAPHY BR REFERENCE

For those interested in matters pertaining to H.G. Wells, Shaw, the Bloomsbury
Group, the Fabians, and BR, here is an excerpt from Michael Coren's The Invis-

ible Man: The Life and Liberties of H.G. Wells (New York: Atheneum, 1993),

pp. 132-135. Our thanks to Linda Egendorf.

he called for an Ametican blockade of the Germans, 5o as tostarve

i bmission. As when he was a boy in Kent, the. gl:mqur
:‘::;“ 5;?::::( Tvat mmade his head swirl with images which belied

reality.

Various friendships were twisted or broken by We!ls‘ attitudes
during the war, but no rupture received mote‘publlcuy fhan that
with George Bernard Shaw. Ever since the Fal?nan campaign Wells
and Shaw had tiptoed along a thin, crooked line between strained
friendship and downright contempt. They Iladv walked well u;‘d
successfully. Now Wells learnt that Shaw’s atutudc. towards the
war was that of informed cynic. Nobody was entirely correct,
he believed, but he and his family happened to be resident in
Britain and hence did not desire a German victory. He playfully
compared the combatants to pirates. Late in 1914 We.lls wrote an
article in the Daily Chronicle on the subject of Scandinavia’s role
in Northern Europe, and referred to Shaw's muddle-headedness.
This was the spark for the latest episode in the debate. Shaw soon
replied: .

i int at which Mr Wells' mind gives way. There are two symp-
B::: g:epgl them is the now familiar and apparently inevitable En ish
symptom of a kind of breakdown; 2 sudden and unprovoked atta ¥ ;;-\
me. Mr Wells, without a2 word of waring, calls me ljrtuddle-hea
Muddle-headedl Me! Bernard Shaw) the man whose clarity England can
often hardly bear! [ ask you = 1 Well no matter ...

He went on to eviscerate Wells® argument about Swedish intentions
and aspirations, and as in past disputes to make Wells appear as 2
callow amateur, this time badly versed in diplomacy.

Wels’ ceply was long and heartfelt. His letter clatm'ed that Shaw
was a mischief-maker, an i ker, an ecl_ecnc gatherer of
second-hand theories and opinions, an irresponsible and shallow
man. He continued:

first thing he does almost invariably in his controversies, if one
"1'“1::' give his stlisplays so dignified a name, is to create a un:lo—con:cl
atmosphere, the Shavian atmosphere, by wn!d boasting about his mental
clarity and facetious abuse of his antagonist. My mind be dtdarql:
*giving way’ and 5o on. At this the well trained Fabian splr.\'slerl ‘scg “
almost maternally and prepares !or the next phase of the ‘intel

teeat’. Thisis a y of the antagonist’s position.

in condemning and ostracizing him. There were many within
!hc'anti'war movement who refused to speak to Wells ever
again and took every opportunity they had to slander him and
blacken his character. They could not forgive him for describing

fhei_r.resisxanc: to the popular mood as a ‘scream of extreme
individualism's;

; they would not forgive him for achieving so
much acclaim by his actions during the war. Some of the Fabiang
and certain members of the Bloomsbury group were patticularly
venomous; writing some forty years after the events, Bertrand
Russell still dipped his pen with malice:

Wells was assailed in the Press ... for his advocacy of free lov

He teplied somewhat heatedly that he had not advoccyated free lov:
but had merely prophesied possible effects of new ingredicnts in the
atmosphere without saying whether he thought these effects good or
bad. This seemed to me disingenuous, and | asked him, ‘Why did you
first advocate free Jove and then $ay you hadn't? He replied that he
had niot yet saved enough money out of royalties to be able to live
on l_he interest, and that he did not propose 1o sdvocate free love
publicly until he had done so ... After this I did not see much of
Imp until the First World War had ended. In spite of his previous
:;ul(:de a‘boul war with Germany, he became exceedingly bellicose in

The war represented a watershed in Wells® fife. Not only had he
:l(fred h.is political positions, but he had also taken on a new
an.nude in his personal and social affairs, He seemed to age
qmc!tly in the early years of the war, taking on a haggard look not
previously noticeable. In the past most of Wells’ friends, and some
o! his ies, 1 ked on his ingly eternal youthful
.}us fgamres and demeanour were often boyish, they remarked,
in spite of regular bouts of physical pain and the onslaught of
diabetes and stomach ulcers. He drew up a new will in 1914, and
asked Robert Ross to be his literary executor. He and Jane pl'aced
!(I;eird?o:: G‘iip anthﬂnk, now thirteen and eleven years old, in
undle boarding school, and settled i
Qundle E“wngclebe, d into the now completed home,
This was a relatively good period lor the partnership of Wells
and an:. a time when they saw much of one another and appeared
to relish the duties and obligations of master and mistress of 2
sizeable country home. At various stages in his life Welis felt an
overwhelming need to play the roles of husband and father and to

Isay ‘carcfully untruthful’; he does not ers, he deliberately distorts. In this
instance he declares that | think that Germaoy is holding cut Finland s »
bait to Sweden and 50 on. it is nothing to Mr Shaw that | did not suggest
anything of the kind; the glib falschood is necessary in this case and bhe
utters it with as light a consdence as if, instead of ollerin; rubbish as
international politics, he was introducing a panacea at s fair.

This was an angry and hurt H.G. Wells. He had never fully
tecovered from his drubbing at the hands of Shaw and the
Fabians. This was more than a dozen years later; Wells had
achieved so much in his life, yet those same people still dared
treat him with icion, even izing di l. For his part,

Shaw was genuinely disturbed by Welis’ political postucings. The
difference was that the eternally self-confident Shaw could hide
his feelings behind humour and contrived indifference; Wells was
racely, if ever, capable of such disguise. In this respect Wells was
the more honest of the two men and certainly deserves some
syinpathy. He had not been brought up to play what Shaw saw
as the ‘great game' of witty insults and pithy attacks. Arnold
Bennett was certain that he once saw Wells cry after a moraing
of quarrelling with Shaw, partly because he was sorry for himself
but mostly because of sheer desperation and an inability to fight
back with the same weapons. Wells® life-long protestations that he
was at heart just a simple man were to a certain extent true.

The conflict deepened when Shaw published ‘Common Sense
About the War' in the New Statesman. The series of articles
pouted scorn on the allied effort, claimed that the war was merely
an excuse lor the British to take on their long-term imperiat rivals,
and urged the rank-and-file military to tebel and shoot its leaders,
Wells hit back:

Mr Shaw is ooe of those perpetual children who live in 2 dream
of make believe and the make believe of Mr Shaw is that he is 2
person of incredible wisdom and subtlety running the world ... an
idiot-child screaming in a hospital, distorting, disczediting, confusing,
and at the end, when it is all over, we shall have voluminous pamphlets
snd prefaces explaining how modestly and d ly he scttled the
Prussian hegemony and rearranged Europe.?

The argument simmered throughout the war, but although Shaw
came close to it, he hever completely lost his temper with Wells
and refused to forsake his former friend or join with others

amily home. The new will and bouts of poor

f:lx (:e‘l::l;la; db::;:l;‘ll OZI such =Lphase. V"_Iclls[' &ul?bnggrapl:)y[

i roudly reprod photographs of the 3
l:.:";ﬁs:":nﬁ ':»[ xly\e interior of the study. Easton lGIe:x ?:‘as
comfortable and informal, capacious and aesthetically pl :;sl‘ g
Twelve bedrooms meant that guests coult! be accom;‘n f‘l :“;
and the house was rarely free oj them. Af |(otro de.ny)l ;’ :\5 ™

i ils pl i s n

(I:f):l:!:;:::gv:l%:ybw;fl, and a full-size tennis court was !:\II‘! (:;
those less enthusiastic about team sports. He was determined a d
merciless when he played sport, p:m.cularly if his oppon::\l:shwet
younger than him — there was something to pmve..Thel‘!;‘e' . ouske
was a gathering place, 2 ing place, 3 tional d u;(-t:‘n 3
Jane worked hard on the garden and in supervising the kitchen.
For a while the houschold was a content, even happy on;. -

Amold Beanett was a frequent visitor, :‘lr!cnd now o jane.d‘
well as Wells, He ded in his i , a stay wi
his friends in October 1915.

. and drove over slippery toads in 2 Scotch mist
}:f;a‘t‘t‘;? ;.a‘s:o:lo Iav“ll;l:ed wi‘t; Wellls{n l&e parkdn du:'kﬂfl::mn:mg‘
season. Al the bucks were roaring like lions, ;n we vere someTe:
intimidated. Two of them made a show of ghting, b hed i

is, original ball games in the arranged bamm, in (ront o
Eef‘a(::y':lr:'amyc::spod had been turned into a very slightly suak garden
with bathing tank in the middle. . il ed for
longing to Lady Warwick, and practically was

us:ﬂmmk'moﬂ'f ll:ul bz hundreds such. ‘It ought to be taxed
out,” said H.G.

i been a
Warwick was something of a patron. She had lo.ng
Eed:d o?t;:ls, had supported him ﬁnanaa.“y wh:n. times w;re
particularly difficult and had also acted as Ins champion in polite
society. She was at the centre of a po.h'n?al and artistic ;z
which numbered Fabian writers, Ialx:‘ur po}lm;an}: fnd fashiona b eI
i its bers, and she relished their c
views an; ni:co:(ﬁ exchanges. She was often at Easton Glebe aelltld
invariably brought some of her followers w}th her. The W' s
house was in turn at the centre of 2 small literary cymm}r!;g;
Journalists R.D. Blumenfeld and J. Robertson Scmil:d“g' of
‘Countryman, were neighbours, and author H. de Vere Stacpoole
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(15) HUGO BLACK AND RUSSELL

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black is the subject of Roger K. Newman's Hugo
Black: A Biography (New York: Pantheon Books, 1994). Here is a reduced-
size one page excerpt (p. 448) discussing Black's study of philosophers in-
cluding Dewey and Russell.
for a bit more historical information are a photograph of Black and the first
paragraph of the article about him appearing in The Oxford Companion to the

Thanks to Tom Stanley for this item. Also below

Supreme Court of the United States, Kermit L. Hall, editor in chief (Oxford

and New York:

448 HUGO BLACK

for getting to the bottom of things. Intellectually he had a kitten's curiosity.
He was hellbent on truth and intent on understanding. Only then could
the practical idealist move to reform most efficiently.?

Philosophers helped in the pursuit. Certain types of technical philosophy

gave Black problems. “Hegel's and Kant's works have always been a lictle
difficult reading for me,” he confessed. But public-spirited philosophers were
different. Black acknowledged the influence of John Dewey’s funcrional
approach: “My daughter has frequently told people that if they want to find
out what I think they should go to Dewey's works." In a different way Bertrand
Russell also influenced Black. When he went in for a hernia operation in
September 1956, he was on a Russell reading binge. He took several Russell
books to the hospital and was talking about Russell to the doctors and nurses
as they wheeled him incto the operating room. By the time he left a week
later he had the hospital staff reading and discussing Russell.

Black read more in the years after Josephine's death than at any other
time. He was a man of regular habits—the same meals each day (light
breakfasts and lunches, but a normal-size dinner), the same routine each
evening, watering his garden before steak for dinner, then working on an
opinion afterward—and he set aside a certain amount of time for reading
daily. He kepr a pile of books by his bed, and the reading lamp over it burned
a hole in the marttress. To him it was part of his job. He continued his
regular summer reading program focusing on specific topics. One summer it
was all of Dickens and Scott. In the summer of 1950 he read all of Macaulay.
The next year he told a clerk to go to a certain part of one of Macaulay's
books, where he would find something on bills of attainder; Black put it in
the opinion. He was necessarily selective in his reading: he enjoyed novels
but read fewer over the years, as he felt he could more fruitfully spend his
thinking time on books from which he could gain knowledge, perspective
or understanding.*

No modern figure supplied any more of those qualities than Thomas Jefferson.
He was Black’s “number one, number two and number three” historical
hero, noted Hugo, Jr.—and had been since law school. “There are few
things that have been writen about Jefferson that are not interesting,” Black
said. He pracrically downed Jefferson whole. And although Jefferson’s cup
of libertarianism was chronically overflowing, Black did not even ask him
before replenishing his supply. To Black, Jefferson epitomized the mellow
respect and tolerance that are the heart of democracy, as Black’s underlining®

0xford University Press, 1992), pp. 72-75.

Black, Hugo Lafayette (b. Harlan, Ala., 27 Feb.
1886; d. Bethseda, Md., 25 Sep. 1971, interred
Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, Va.), associate
justice, 1937—-1971. Black’s humble origins as the
son of a storekeeper in rural Clay County, Ala-
bama, offered little basis for optimism about his
future career. His two-year undergraduate law
program at the University of Alabama and brief
tenure as a Birmingham police court judge were
equally discouraging. But his intelligence and
sheer determination—traits inherited largely
from his beloved mother—enabled Black to over-
come the tremendous odds his background
posed. By the early 1920s he was elected to the
first of two terms in the U.S. Senate; and in
August 1937 he became Franklin D. *Roosevelt's
first appointee to the Supreme Court, a position
he held for thirty-four years until his retirement
in September 1971, a week before his death.
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(16) CHOMSKY'S PHOTOGRAPH OF RUSSELL

Noam Chomsky's latest book, Keeping the Rabble in Line (Monroe, Maine: Common
Courage Press, 1994, 319 pp., $12.95), is a series of interviews with David
Barsamian. This description appears on the backcover: '"From one of the
world's most formidable political cartographers, a map to the emerging global
economic regime[.] In these interviews, Noam Chomsky outlines his views on
a wide range of pressing issues including: global warming; free trade and
international capital; health care; fascism and the structure of corporations;
China, trade and human rights; a comparison of Chiapas and South Central Los
Angeles; gun control and the death penalty; the deterioration of intellectual

culture; the democracy deficit;

the politics of the information highway."

This two page excerpt (pp. 144-45), in reduced-size print, concerns Russell.

INTERVIEWS WITH
DAVID BARSAMIAN

KEEPING THE RABBLE IN LINE

told me this was what his kids were saying, what did
I think he ought to do? Usually I didn't answer. This
once | said, if you want me to tell you the truth, I'll
tell you the truth. I told him what I thought. About a
week later 1 got a message signed Labor Committee
Intelligence Service: our Intelligence Service has
learned that youre spreading rumors about’ the
party. You have one week to clear yourself of these
charges. I threw it into the waste basket. Shortly
after their newspaper started coming out with crazed
attacks. The funniest one was a pamphlet they put
out for the Bicentennial, July 4, 1976. It was called
“Terrorist Commanders.” It had on the front a pic-
ture of me and Marc Raskin. It was quite amusing. It
was about how the two of us run the KGB and the
CIA and the PLO and the Queen of England and
whoever else was in their conspiracy at the time.
They said we were planning to put atom bombs in
major U.S. citles at the time of the Bicentennial. I got
it in August, a month after. Usually these end-of-the-
world people, when it doesn't happen they have some
reason. But they were still predicting it a month after
it didn't happen. That was put on the windshield of
my car with a death threat scribbled on it. I won't go
into the details of what happened next. I didn't hear
from them for a while. Since then it's similar things.

DB Anyone who comes to visit your office at MIT
will see a very large black and white photograph of
Bertrand Russell in the hallway next to your door.
What's the story behind that photograph?

He's one of the very few people that I actually
admire. I did have a big photograph of him. The office

144

Class

was vandalized during the Vietnam War years. A
sauerkraut bomber. One of the things that was
destroyed was that picture. Somebody succeeded in
putting up another one.

DB So does Russell exemplify the responsibility
of intellectuals?

Nobody is a hero, but he had a lot of very good
characteristics and did a lot of things that | admire.

DB You do endless rounds of interviews, and I
certainly inflict a fair share of them on you, how do you
keep awake, much less sustain interest? What consti-
tutes a good interview? What engages you? The gues-
tions are interminable, and usually the same.

They're not always quite the same. And I have to
rethink things anyway. These are very important and
interesting topics, and as long as people are inter-
ested in them, I'm going to keep talking about them.

DB You can stay awake?
Most of the time.

DB Thank youw.
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Thanks to Steve Shafer for bringing this article (Chicago Tribune,
22, 1995, section 4, pp.
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1, 5) to our attention.

social issues.

DID RUSSELL BORROW COMPASSION FROM CHRISTIANITY?

February 1995

January

The article discusses Jewish
and Christian notions of compassion for the poor in the context of today's

The article's

Russell.ref-

erencej ‘a quotation from Michael Novak of the American Enterprise -Institute,

reads

"!'Bertrand ' Russell,

the atheist mathematican and writer,

pointed out

honestly that he borrowed the idea of compassion from Jesus, as wise humanists
do.'" Would any RSN reader care to substantiate or refute Novak's claim?

Winds of change seem
unlikely to cool off our
compassion for poor

By Paul Galloway

n the approaching debate on welfare reform, it's a
virtual certainty that no one will challenge the
principle that society has a responsibility to its un-
fortunate.

It is a principle that is central to the world’s
three major monotheistic religions and so deeply em-
bedded in our national consciousness and culture, so
much a part of our national ethic, that no one in public
life will question it, conservative or liberal, Republican
or Democrat, believer or nonbeliever.

To the followers of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
God is adamant; The individual and the community are
required to help the weak and the poor, the sick and the
hurt, the impaired and the uprooted.

Indeed, the holy books of these faiths and the commen-
taries of their sages could be viewed as a “Contract with
Humanity,” a magnanimous theological counterpart to
the GOP's vaunted political document, “Contract with
America.”

For government, God is in the details—coming up

Paul Galloway is the Tn’bung’s religion writer.

Kksstrauon Dy Anthony D"Adamo/los Angeles Times Syndicate

with a method of defining the needy and rendering aid
that is fiscally sound and yet consistent with the coun-
try’s beliefs about benevolence.

Even the lawmakers who seek to impose limits of fi-
nancial assistance to unwed mothers, for example, will
declare they are acting for the good of the recipients as
well as the taxpayers by ﬁ'eemg them from the bondage
of dependency.

While some may doubt the sincerity of such avowals,

SEE COMPASSION, PAGE §

Compassion

CoNTIvUED FroM PAGE 1

it’s likely that few of us will pause
to look back through the centuries
and consider how remarkable it is
that our legislators—and almost
everyone else, for that matter—at
least pay lip service to the ideal of
caring for those in need and how
stunningly radical this idea once
was,

“Probably the most important
thing that Judaism and Christian-
ity introduced into the world was
the notion of the fundamental -
equality of all human beings—rich
and poor—in the eyes of God, who
sees through wealth and status
straight to the human heart,” says
Michael Novak, who holds a chair
in religion and public policy at
the American Enterprise Institute
in Washington.

“No one thought like that in
Greece or Rome or Egypt or any-
where else,” he says. Ptnlosoph-
ers then embraced i

ican history than those of Islam, it
would perhaps be instructive for
members of Congress and state
legislatures, before wrestling with
welfare, to reflect on these tradi-
tions, their origins and develop-
ment.

B Judaism: “In our religion. it is
an obligation to give generously,
through tithing and taxation, to
help the less fortunate.” sa

Rabbi Stuart Altshuler, pastor of

‘In ancient Rome and
Constantinople, there were
doles to the poor, but they
were given to keep the
masses quiet and prevent
rebellion, not out of
compassion.’

Author Justo Gonzalez

Plato saw the leaders of soclety as
gold, people at the next level as
silver, but many to him were like
lead, people with ‘slavish emo-
tions' who deserved to be slaves.” -

A corollary of the Judeo-Chris-
tian doctrine of equality was the
need for compassion and
outreach. “The Hebrew prophets
talk about caring for the widow
and the poor and sick,” Novak
says, “and Jesus intensifies that,
saying, ‘What you do for the least
of these, my brethren, you do for

“Even atheists have accepted
this Jewish and Christian ideal
Bertrand Russell, the atheist
mathematician and writer, point-
ed out honestly that he borrowed
the idea of compassion from
Jesus, as wise humanists do.”

Six centuries after Christ, the
prophet Muhammad began to re-
ceive revelations from God, which
are contained in the Koran and
which mandate generosity in
strong, absolute terms.

“A pillar of Islam is zakat,
which is alms-giving,” says Ghu-
lam-Haider Aasi, professor of reli-
gious studies at American Islamic
College. “It is obligatory. You
must share part of your wealth

- with the needy. Further, a just so-

ciety or government also provides
for the unfortunate and assures
that all are provided food, educa-
tion and health care.”

Because Judeo-Christian tenets
are far more entwined with Amer-

Beth Hillel Congregation in Wil-
mette. “Our God commands that
we do not turn away from the or-
phan, the widow, the abandoned,
the needy. The Hebrew word for
this charity is rzedakah, which
means justice.”

Says Carol Davidson, coordina-
tor for community outreach at the
Jewish Theological Seminary of
America: “We are told in no un-
certain terms that tzedakah is one
of the most important com-
mandments we can follow. It is
not voluntary. You are forbidden
from turning away from need.”

W Christianity: “There’s a tradi-
tion in Hebrew law in the Old
Testament where the landowner is
forbidden to reap his grain more
than once. What was missed was
to be left for the poor. It belongs
to them. To go over the land again
is to steal from the poor,” says
Justo Gonzalez, author of “The
History of Christianity” and
“Faith and Weaith.”

“Almost all the ancient writers
in the early Christian church
picked up that tradition, declaring
that whatever Christians do not
need belongs to the poor. This was
an act of justice, not charity. It
was considered theft not to give to
the poor, and homicide, if a per-
son in need died because someone
neglected his duty to give.

“In ancient Rome and Const:
tinoplie, there were doles to the

poor, but they weré givén io keep
the masses quiet and prevent re-
bellion, not out of compassion.”

Granted, Judaism and Chris-
tianity dictate that individuals
and communities give to those in
need, but what about the state’s
responsibility?

Says Dawdson of t.he Jewish

. has had an uneven relationstup

with governments. When Israel
was occupied by Rome, we had a
poor relationship, as we've had in
other countries where we have
been mistreated. In America,
which has been open and accept-.
ing, Judaism endorses our sup-
porting the needy through welfare
with our taxes.”

Says Gonzalez: “The New
Testament was written by Chris-
tians for Christians when Chris-
tians had no clout with govern-
ments, so it says practically
nothing about the obligation of
the state to the poor.

“The Old Testament, on the
other hand, was written in differ-
ent circumstances. When Israel
had autonomy and resources, the
prophets repeatedly speak of the
obligations of the king to judge
for the poor. They don't expect the
king to be evenhanded: they ex-
pect him to be an advocate for the
poor.”

“Does the state have an obliga-
tion to help the needy? The short
answer is yes,” says Charles Wil-
ber, professor of economics at the
University of Notre Dame who
was an adviser to the U.S. Roman
Catholic bishops' 1986 pastoral let-
ter, “Economic Justice for AlL"

“Roman Catholicism is fun-
damentally communitarian* Wil-
ber says. “We believe we have
obligations to our neighbor as in-
dividuals and as members ofa -
community in establishing poli-
cies and institutions that enable
ail of us to participate.

“We believe the best way to do
this is starting at the lowest level.
Individuals and families should
provide for themselves. If unable,
then the next level of help should
be the parish or church, then the
neighborhood association, the
county, the state. Finally, the fed-
eral government must take on re-
sponsibility.

“So yes, we are obligated both
as individuals and citizens to be
our brother’s keepers. The ques-
?on is ﬂndmg the best way to do

t.”
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The February 1995 issue of The Atlantic Monthly,
actor/author/interviewer
audiotapes of some of his most notable interviews.

article

- about
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STUDS TERKEL, INTERVIEWER OF RUSSELL, ET AL.

Studs

pp. 99-100,
Terkel and

February 1995

carried this
newly:.
Note both the Russell-re-

issued

lated paragraph in column four and the company Russell has in the clever

drawing.

RECORDINGS

A VYoice
Underdog

for the

Studs Terkel’s vanishing kind of decency

is on display in a taped sampling

of his radio show

’ FOR forty-two years, five hours
every week. Studs Terkel has been
the host of a music and interview

show on WFMT, a Chica-
go radio station. In the

six hours of Four Decades
With Studs Terkel (four cassettes, High-
Bridge, $25.00) there are conversations
with forty literary, musical, and intellec-
tual figures, ranging from Dorothy Parker

by Jack

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY

to Mahalia Jackson to Bertrand Russell—
but no politicians. Why? “They’re so
dull,” Terkel told me when I talked to
him receatly. “Now, if I
could have interviewed
Bob La Follette, Senator
Norris, or Eugene V. Debs. ..” His cigar-
cured voice trailed off. his point made.
Terkel's parents operated a residential
hotel for men near Chicago’s club and

Beatty

Hiustracion by Robert Kopecky

theater district, and young Louis (that's
Studs’s real name) grew up in the vivid
thick of opera, jazz, blues, and drama.
After graduating from the University of
Chicago Law School, Terkel became
an actor. While he was a member of

a Works Projects Administration
writers’ project, he also appeared in

the first production anywhere of
Waiting for Lefty, Clifford Odets's
play about America in hard times. He
played Joe, a tough cabdriver—a role
for which his city-guy voice suited him.

Terkel talks “city” the way Ross Perot

talks “country.”

Indeed, for Terkel, talking city was
the way up. It got him on 1940s radio
serials—he was Butch Malone, gang-
ster, on Ma Perkins, and again a

gangster on The Romance of Helen
Trent—and then it made him the DJ of
his own music show, The Wax Muse-
um, on which he played jazz, folk, opera
(hamming up the libretti), and the blues.
“] was the first white guy to play Mahalia
Jackson.” he told me proudly. An acting
job followed in an early television series
called Studs’s Place, a live Cheers setin a
Chicago restaurant. “We did TV Chicago-
style,” he said. “Improvising.” Though the
show was a hit, his sponsors—Manor
House coffee—were nervous about Ter-
kel's politics. *I had signed my name to
all kinds of petitions in the thirties and
forties,™ he explained. “I was against Jim
Crow, for rent control, for ‘Friendship
With Our Wartime Ally'"—the Soviet
Union. Some of the originators and cir-
culators of those petitions were Commu-
nists or fellow travelers: the enemy with-
in, in the early fifties. A deputation from
his sponsors called on him. Things could
be made right if he would issue 2 state-
ment saying he had been “duped” into
signing. “But I wasn’t duped. I was
against Jim Crow!” It wasa’t principle
that kept him from recanting, he said.
It was vanity: “I was too smart to be a
dupe!™ He was blacklisted from both
commercial radio and TV. And of course
it was principle.

Jobless, Terkel heard Woody Guthrie’s
voice purling from his radio one night.
That was the station for him. He called,
asking if he could work there. It was
WFMT.
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FOR an author, being a guest on Ter-
kel's show is uniquely gratifying: not
only has Terkel read your book but he has
dog-cared pages and scored passages
throughout. In a content-driven business
he appreciates style. He loves good writ-
ing. This comes through in his interviews
on these tapes with Eudora Welty, Arthur
Miller, Isaac Bashevis Singer, Toni Momi-
son, and Tennessee Williams, who tells
Terkel that he is drawn to incomplete peo-
ple—*people that have probi people

Thanks to John Jackanicz and Tim Madigan who spotted this article.

piano. Segovia replies in musically ac-
cented English that the pianists and violin-
ists in his village were “very meedeeocre.™
So bad. in fact. that a friend came to de-
scribe the piano as “a rectangular mon-
ster—he yells when we 1ouch his teeth.”
Mortimer Adler is pompous. Barry Lopez
is 100 lofty for Terkel: Lopez insists that
hunting is a spiritual activity; Terkel asks.
‘What about hunger? Busy Leonard Bern-
stein has to cach a plane. James Baldwin
inhal 1 ly. Kenneth Tynan is -

that have to fight for their reason.” People
like Blanche DuBois. llustrating Nietz-
sche's idea of the eternal return, Singer
tells Terkel that he feels they met in a past
life. “You think we’ve been here before?”
Terkel asks, his ham-and-egg materialism
edging his voice with incredulity. “J think
so,” Singer replies, adding, with Ben-
nyesque comic timing, “I’'m not so sure
if we had an interview on the radio be-
fore.” Terkel has Norman Maclean read
the last, haunting passages of A River
Runs Through It. Garry Wills reads from
George Washington's f:
and Margot Fonteyn from her book on the
history of dance, delightedly quoting to
Terkel an early nineteenth-century writer
in the London Times on the waltz: “this
lascivious intertwining of the limbs.”
Bertrand Russell, interviewed in the
midst of the Cuban missile crisis, sounds
so much like one of Dickens’s squirrely-
voiced old men—Scrooge, say, or the
Aged P. from Great Expectations—that
you cannot take his apocalyptic musings
any more seriously than his pithy solu-
tion to the planet’s ills: “The first requi-
site is world government, with a monop-
oly of all the major weapons of war, . ..
great diminution of fanaticism; and ... a
raising of the level of the underdeveloped

1 add

wonderfully quotable. Zero Mostel and
Mel Brooks are hilarious. Music leavens
the talk and serves as a border between
one talker and another. And there is the
voice and persona of Studs Terkel.

HAT is special about that voice?

This: it is a voice for the underdog.

a voice that often registers laughter but
never derision. It has been a long time
since 1 heard another radio voice so liberal
and humane and yet so rooted. When the
African-American poet and author Maya
Angelou, in a moving interview, tells of
how her grandmother was called by her
first name by “the poor white trash™ who
farmed her land. 1 wondered, Wil} Terkel
let that pass? Not a chance: “Victims
themselves, victims themselves,” he inter-
jects. and Angelou, to her credit, quickly
agrees. You can count on Terkel for that
kind of decency. At a lime when mockery
and hatred of difference rule the radio dial,
poisoning the hearts of America against
pity and compassion in this era of majori-
tarian right-wing populism. Terkel’s hu-
manism and tolerance, his generosity of
feeling, are worth a full-throated cheer. His
social perceptions flow from his literary
and musical culture, not from political cor-
Style, 1 story, thythm,

countries. Ultimately everybody should
be at least as well off as people are in the
United States.” That answer conveys vol-
umes about the Victorian world in which
Lord Russell was reared—its firm grasp
of first principles, its unshakable confi-
dence. There is a similar historical sug-
gestiveness in this 1972 exchange with
Daniel Ellsberg:

Q: “When was Pentagon Papers first
published?”

A: “June 13, 1971, a million tons of
bombs ago.”

Terkel asks Andrés Segovia why he de-
cided to play the guitar and not “estab-
lished instruments” like the violin and the

voice, tone, laughter: these aesthetic quali-
ties, these properties of language and mu-
sic, have made him feel more. Feeling
more. he sees more. Seeing more. he cares
more. The ans and humanities, his exam-
ple suggests, are the proper swff of charac-
ter education. Certainly they have wrought
a beautiful character in him. (Terkel's
eighth oral history, Coming of Aze. will be
published by The New Press in the fall.) @

Interviewees depicied on page 99, clockwise from
tap left: Mel Brooks, Zero Mostel, Andrés Segovia,
Margot Fonteyn, Bertrand Russell. James Bald-
win, Arthur Milier. Mava Angelow, Eudora Welry,
Tennessee Williums, Toni Marrison, Isaac Bashe-
vis Singer, and Leonard Bernstein.
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