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The   Bertrand   Russell   Society   was   founded   in   1974   to   foster  a  better  under-
standing    of    Russell's    work    and    to    promote    ideas    and    causes    he    thought
important.     The   Society's  motto   is   Russell's  statement,   "The  good  life  is  one
inspired  by  love  and  guided  by  knowledge."

Russell    Societ News    is   a   quarterly   issued
November.      This   issue  was   edited  by  Donald  W.
For   information   about   The   Bertrand   Russell
contact    the    same    Chicago    address.      However,
concerning Russell   Societ

in   February,   May,   August,    and
Jackanicz  at  the  above  address.

Society   or   to   become   a   member,
beginning   irmediately,   letters

News   should  be  addressed  to  the  new  Editor,  Dennis
Darland   at   the   following   address:      Dennis   Darland;    1965  Winding   Hills   Road;
#1304;   Davenport,   IA  52807;   U.S.A.
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FROM   THE   PRESIDENT

Michael  J.   Rockier,  President,   The  Bertrand  Russell  Society

I   have   recently   read Paul   Kurtz's   new  book   Toward   a   New  Enli

Hay  1994

hterment ,
edited   by   Tim   Madigan   and   Vein   Bullough.      I   have   also   read   Caroline  Moore-
head's   biography   of   Russell   and   Steven   Rockefeller's   John   Dewey,   Religious
Faith    and    Democratic   Humanism.      All    three   volumes    can   be    related    to    one
another.

Caroline   Moorehead,   who   will   receive   the   BRS   Book   Award   at   the   annual
meeting  in  Toronto,  has  written  a  balanced  biography  of  Russell  which  examines
his   life  professionally,   personally  and  intellectually.    Rockefeller's  volume
presents    a   useful   overview   of   Devey's   career,    focusing   on   Dewey's   intense
religious  views  which  evolved  over  time.

There    exist,    of    course,    many    similarities   between   Russell   and   Dewey.
Both  men,   whose   lives   overlapped,   were  giants  in  their  time.     Their  interests
and  ef fects  went  well  beyond  philosophy  into  the  realms  of  politics  and  social
policy  where  both  were  able   to   exercise   their   influence   in  significant  ways.
Both  were  liberal  thinkers  who  sought  a  more  equitable  world  society.

Rockefeller's    examination    of    Dewey's    religious   views    is    interesting;
Dewey  began  his   career  as  a  comitted  Christian  theist   and  ended  his  lif e  by
thinking  of  himself  as  a  religious  humanist.

Russell,   of   course,   embraced   secular   humanism   at   a   very   early  age   and
never  sought   to   reconcile  his  position with  the  religious  views  of  the  masses.
Russell   rejected   all   propositions   for  which  there   could  be  no  evidence.     He
was  never  able   to   tolerate   the  notion  of   teaching   falsehood.     He  came  to  the
conclusion   that   religion   in   general   and   Christianity   in  particular   had   no
utility.     Humankind  would  be  better  off ,  he  believed,   if  it  gave  up  its  belief
in   the   existence   of   a   supernatural   realm.      Russell's   best   known  book  about
religion    is   wh
religion

I    Am   Not    a    Christian.      Dewey's    most    remembered    book    on
is   A   Cormon   Faith.      The   two   titles   suggest   a   great   deal   about   the

perspective   of   these   two   philosophers   with   regard   to  religious   orientation.

Paul   Kurtz's   book   samples   his   many  writings   over  a   considerable  period
of   time.      It   is   an   excellent   work  which  can  serve   as  a  definitional  volume
for  contemporary   secular  humanism.     Kurtz   has  Coined  the  term  "transcendental
temptation"  by  which  he   indicates   that   for  many  persons,   including  rational-
ists  who   are   secular  humanists,   there   seems   to   exist   a  need  for  some  kind  of
spiritual  identity  which  transcends  human  existence.

Having   read   both   Moorehead's   Russell   and   Rockefeller's   Dewey,   it   seems
to  me   that  one  way  of  characterizing  the  religious  dif ference  between  Russell
and   Dewey   is   to   note   that   Russell   was   able   to   overcome   the   transcendental
temptation  and   live  a   full  humanist  life  while  Dewey  was  not.     The  difference
may  lie  in  the  difference  between  Dewey's  Vermont  youth  and  Russell's  upbring-
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ing  in  Britain.     Or   lt  nay  be   the   case   that  Russell's  ability  to  stand  alone
was  greater  than  Dewey's.

John   Novak,    of   the   John   Dewey   Society,   and   I   will   debate   Russell   vs.
Dewey  on  Religious  Belief  in  July  at  the  armual  meeting.     This  special  confer-
ence    is    being    cosponsored   by   the    Canadian   Humanists    and    the    Council    for
Democratic   Secular  Humanism.     I  hope  you  can  attend  this  meeting  which  should
be   one   of   the  best  BRS   gatherings   ever.     Details  are   contained  elsewhere   in
the   newsletter.      Register   now.      I   look   forward   to   seeing   you   this   surmer.

(2) MICHAEL   ROCKLER   REVIEWS   CONRAD   RUSSELL   BOOK

BRS   President  Michael  Rockler's   review  of   Academic   Freedom  by   Conrad   Russell
appeared  in  Free  Inquiry,  vol.   14,  no.   2,   Spring  1994,   p.58.     We    again   salute
Lord  Russell  on  his  new  book.

Academfo FAcedbm, by Conrad Russe»
(London   and   New   York:   Routledge,
1993)  119  pp..  cloth  S49.9S.  Bertrand
Russell would enjoy reading his son con-
rad   Russell.s   recent   book,   Acadcmz.c
Freedom.   In  this  volume  the  current
Lord Russell presents a concise and con-
vincing case for an academic world  ex-
cmpt from government  interference.  In
1988  England.s  Parliament  adopted  an
education act that limited academic free-
don. Russell's book is a response by one
who is both an academic-he is a men-
ber of Kings College and  a professor of
British history at the University of Lon-
don-and  a  member  of  the  House  of
Lords.

Conrad  Russell  states  that  universi-
tics   have   an   independent   sphere   of
judgment  that  must  remain  free  from
govcrnmcnt   intervention.   Hc   argues
further that  while  professors  s`irear  no
Hippocratic oath, they do have a set of
professional values to maintain and de-
fend. This independent sphere of schol-
ally  judgment   and   the  cxistencc   of
scholarly values form the basis of Rue-
sen.s argument for academic freedom.

He  maintains  that  universities  must
support research even though it is costly
and does not always lead to productive
outcomes.  Academic  freedom  requires
that  professors  be  at  liberty  to  pursue
whatcvcr  kind   of  inquiry  they   find
valuable.  The  university  must  protect
acndemics  from  the  intolerance  of the
public.  The  need  to do  this  is  part  of
Russcll's  argument  for  the  granting  of
tenure to qualified academies.

Russell  also  discusses  the  limits  of
academic  fieedom.  Academies  cannot

falsifyreferenoesorengageinplagiarism.
Universities  hive  the  right  to  protect
themselves against "willful error perpe-
trated  deliberately  for  the  sake  of  ad-
vancing a cause or a career.-In addition,
Russell argues that "the taking of money
for teaching and  research  also  imposes
a duty to engage in those activities."

The actions of the Thatcher govem-
mcnt and the current policies of Prime
Minister John Major prompted Russell
to   write  this  volume.   While   it  deals
specifically with issues emanating from
those  governments,  it  also  presents  a
strong argument for the need  to  main-
tain,   strenghthen,   and   support   the
autonomy of academies. This is the only
true  guarantee  of  free  inquiry  in  the
academic  world.  Russell  has  written  a
volume well worth reading.

-Michael  J.   Rockler  is  professor   Of
interdisciplinary   studies   al   National-
Ijouis  University  and  president  Of  the
Bfrtrand Russell Society.
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1994   ANNUAL  MEETING

my  1994

The   1994  Annual  Meeting  of  The  Bertrand  Russell  Society  will  be  held  Thursday,
July  7  through  Sunday,  July  10  in  Toronto,   Ontario,   Canada  at  the Chestnut Park
Hotel,   108  Chestnut   Street   in  downtown  Toronto.

This  year's  meeting   differs   from  previous  meetings  in  at  least  two  ways:     (1)
the   BRS   is   cooperating   with  The   Council   for  Democratic   and   Secular   Humanism
(CODESH)    and   The    Humanist   Association   of   Canada   in   planning   and   holding   a
joint  meeting;   (2)   there  will  be  events  over  four  days,   rather  than  the  usual
three   days.     As   well,    the   1994   meeting   will   see   a   return   to  a  hotel   site,
rather  than  the  kind  of  university  meeting  room  and  dormitory  housing  arrange-
ment  used  in  recent  years.

Shown  below   is   the   latest  meeting  schedule.     Note  that  there  are  general  pro-
gram   events   as   well   as   those   devoted   to   BRS   concerns.      The   program   offers
diversity   and   includes   topics   and   fomats   not   seen   before   in  BRS  meetings.

THul`SD^Y.   JULY    7

5:30-       Bertrand Russell society
7:co pM :   Board Meeting

6:cO-       Hu mani8t Association of
7:co p.M :  Camde General Meeting

7:30-

11 :co p„M`: VIfe[coming Reception

FftlD^y,   .uL.v   a

9:cO A.M.- PIENARY SESSION
NOON:     |tie poaiti`ne Reach of HUDani.D:

An Agenda for the 2lst Ccntilr)I
17Ofcm/or Thorn.. Ffybli,  SenloT  EdltoT,  FREE  IN\}ulRy

Paul  Xurtz,  Edltor.  FREE  INqum

Peter Smith` Preldco(. Iiul"nrst ^ssociatro.I ol Camda

Nich..I  Roclller,  Pit§ident.  Ber(rand  Rusgell Socket)/

Jam.  W)mDe.VAlaop,  Co PmsLdem ,  lntematlonal  Humanbt
and  Ethical  Hnion

Jack  Maa.en ,  Treasurer` The AtrLerst AIlia/Ice

N(JON-   LUNCHEON  (opwh)
2:(K)  P.M,:    jinEiL.*fr  Nicholl. Grimm,  professor ol phibe-

oph} .  MCMasteT Uwhersit}[ -Beihnd

All..OIL u a Cride Of kelidon-

2:co-       CONCURRENT SESSIONS
5:W P \1.:  I.  .l]umani8m and Ethics'
llarr)/ Stopcs.Roe , Fomer Preiden| Bnush Humanrs(

A»i4LaLion

Terry  Miosi.  Executive  DLrector.  Toronto  Leammg  Centre

Paul  Cli.cur,  Prcsldent.  Humanislisch V!rbond
I  \tlnehands )

!.  .Dealing with tl)e Religion. RigivtJ'-
A worfehop

for////a/or Mlfic Ca.tlc , Vice Pnesldent. ^thetsl Allniic.

FlllD^Y,   JULY    ®,    c®nl'd.

3. ThDaDlm &ild SpmiaHt}r
ht D.fly llqtcheon, Scholo8Is` antl Ed`icaloT
ILail.. FboD. Senro] Editor, FREE  hiQurm/
Rlpert bjdtiou, Sccutry` Hunun6t ^sSoc. of Qnada

I. Berhnd R]I..eD Soclet}r
J®L. sled.r, Probeor ol Philcophy, ^mchcin Uniwrsity
Ptpd3 try whnes Of ltrhl. - Srtyi I.qr Ceded
II.rdi X®Ll, Prolessor o( RAilocoptry, SUNY Fftrfu,

1irdl ul tlc God Life.-A `MhLp

5."p.M.-
UrmL:     TORONrro (on your rm)

S^TURD^Y,   JULY    ®

9" A.M.- nENAnr sEssloN
NOON:     I. im]at I.the coed LJfe?

A H± Penqxfro'
whchr lbothy J. N-lip., Eleectitne Ed)tor, PRE£    '

lNQum

GL14o Leth...er. Boird WcmbeT, Bemnd R`Is9eLI Society
^Ict Lj===!±?±±== frol. Of hilceopbr, Fhida ^tlilltic lhmr.
hfty JooeL Prtlident, Cslt^Fl'
Gulon Stell, Editor, Jh. AmchDan Alrfumafr
Nm ^l]ep EDec, Dtr., ^hcail ^mchcans tw NLrmalLBm

NcON-   LUNCIIEON (ofnd)
2wh P.M.:   frooAeR: Ro. nelDln, Co,Presidcoi. Inter

iiat]onal  Humai`Lst and  Ethical Unin. and

Lch Fr-pll, edltor, NomeSan ffimarfer
-lateh-8o.|l Hun.nip in tbe 2ld
ceBfurr

2dr       CONCURRENT SESSIONS
5:sO P.M.:   I. "oureligiou8 CereDonie.:

A Dbeilrfu.
C.itdco Th.octilio* Pies.. AIhest Alliance
Juc Wbn).e-VAl.ou, Co Pmsident, JHEU

SAT.,    JULY    .,   c®ht'd.

2.  .John l}eve)r ve. Bertrand Ruaeell
on keligivu8 Belier

ni-otby I. N.dLPD, Becu(ne Edilor. hEE INQum
Nlcb.cl Rocl4er, President, Bertnrid Riissell Societ)I

Jobn Moral Profesor ol Educa(ion` Brock Unt`eelty

3. YouD8 AIIilt. Wuleihop (age. 1430):
1lrhat I. the Good LJfe?'

faadr&o(ar EILz.l>eth Welch, Coninuing Edrcahon Depart
rm(. Bud Unive"ty

4. I]iimarian OnBtie:
Promo(ing becthought  thmugh  compu(es

/acdy"tor Gref EMii. Pits., llumanlsl ^ssociation Of Ottawa

6:co-       Red HacHe Hour
7ae P.M.:  (Bertriiid RDeell.I Flwite Scotch)

7th       AWARDS BANQUET
Iou P.M.: keynote ~
dr. Robert B.cl-.i], Host ol rv.oflwh's Vrl`AI. SIGNS:

•l\rfee ^roiLnd tbc WbiJd .nd Still Stqu-

toeEn ujc~
Di.  B`icLm.ii.S hilanous .necdole!, cowl

trmcd  wih  Important  IAfomat)on on .
I-Oe  lane. ol heilth care rsLics. male
him  one ol th.  mcBl  sougivt after Spcak

ee on the coofroi H. t5 Lh. .Iilhor of
E`e t>ools,  has stifrod in and  co`./rmen
three tdchsian .cne .nd  hce(s tvo.s
Voa/qgrL  he E§ a medical  oneologtsl at
SiLnngtLrool  HOStal and an associat€

prdessoi ai  the lhwcvyty ol Torol`to,

SUNDAY,    JULY    10

8m A.M.-BUS TRIP (opdonal)
8:sO P.M.:   Via i® nEE niQun ul Prdrfe.I Bode

be.4uirferi .14 SUNY BI[hlo Cup.L
^Iha* N-I ut: .Ill IGapr] FII[e /ha44a.
Led)

orb e`el]t. .re .I.o bell. pl-mel.
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Make  your  plans  to  attend  now!     Please  refer  to  the  annual  meeting announcement
and  registration  form  atta:=I=d  to  this  newsletter.

Early    registration    per    person    is    $50    U.S./$65    Canadian.       After    June    1
registration   per   person   is   $60   U.S./$75   Canadian.     There   are   optional   group
meals  and  an  optional  bus  trip  to  Buffalo/Niagara  Falls.

Canadian  residents   should  make   their   checks/cheques  payable  to  Humanist  Asso-
ciation of  Canada;  116  Ravenscrest  Drive;   Etobicoke,   Ontario    M9B  5N3.

U.S.   and   other  non-Canadian   residents   should  make  their  checks   (U.S.   dollars,
please)   payable   to   Free   Inquiry;   P.0.   Box   664,   Buffalo,   NY   14226-0664.

Mastercard   and  Visa   chargecards  may   also  be  used--see   the   registration   f orm.

For   additional   meeting   information,    please   write    to   one   of   the   addresses
above.     You  may   also   telephone   Free   Inquiry   (CODESH)   toll   free   at   1-800-458-
1366.

A  special  rate  has  been  arranged  for  at  the  Chestnut  Park  Hotel:     $79  Canadian
per  night   for  a  single/double  room.     To  receive   this  rate,   call  the  hotel  at
I-416-977-5000   and   mention   "Humanist   Conference."     Here   are   descriptions   of
our  hotel  appearing  in  two  recent  guidebooks:

Chestnut    Park   Hotel...A   newer    520-room   hotel   on   the   edge   of   Chinatown
close   to   City   Hall   and   the   Eaton   Centre.     Most   amenities,   including   an
indoor  pool  and  fitness  facilities, are  available.     Doubles  $180.      [Toron-
to:       The    Ultimate    Guide,    Margaret    and    Rod    MacKenzie     (Sam    Francisco:
Chronicle   Books,1992),   pp.~37338.]

Chestnut    Park   Hotel...Brand   new    (February    1989)    522-room   hotel   by   City
Hall's   Nathan   Phillips    Square.      Complete   recreation   facilities   include
indoor   pool,   health   club   and   gymnasium.      One   of   the   world's   few  hotels
to  be   connected   to   a  museum--the  Canadian  Museum  for  Textiles,  with  cere-
monial   cloths,    carpets,    etc.    from   around    the   world,    with   emphasis   on
China.      Moderately   priced.      [Essential   Toronto,   George   Bryant    (Lincoln-
wood,   IL:      Passport   Books,1994),`  p.(-80.]

Toronto   has   much   to   offer   visitors.      Our   hotel   location  will   put   meeting
attendees   in  the  middle   of   downtorm,  close  to  many  of  the  city's  main  attrac-
tions.       For   more    information    about    Toronto,    contact   Metropolitan   Toronto
Convention   and   Visitors   Association;   207   Queen's  Quay  W.;   Suite  509;   Box   126;
Toronto,    Ontario     M5J   IA7;    telephone    1-800-363-1990.      For   information   about
the   Province   of   Ontario,   contact   Ontario  Ministry   of   Tourism  and  Recreation;
Queen's  Park;   Toronto,   Ontario     M7A  2R9,   telephone   1-800-268-3735.

Also   remember   that   Toronto   is   only  about   fifty  miles   from  Hamilton,   site  of
The   Bertrand   Russell   Archives   on   the   campus   of  MCMaster   University.      If   you
would   like   to   combine   attendance   at   the   BRS   annual   meeting   with   a   pre-   or
post-meeting   research   visit,   we   suggest   you   contact   in   advance   Dr.   Kenneth
Blackwell;    Bertrand   Russell   Archives;   MCMa§ter  University  Library;   Hamilton,
Ontario     LBS   4L6.                                                   vE  I.COK  FORIIABD  TO  SEEING  You  IN  D0ro]mo!
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TREASURER' S   REPORT

hay  1994

BRS   Treasurer   Dennis   Darland   submitted   this   report   for   the   f irst   quarter   of
1994,   January-March.

Beginning  bat

INCOwE
Contri butt ons
Interest
Library  Income
Meeting  Fees
Misc   Income
New  Members
Other
Renewa L s
TOTAL

EXPENSES
Library  Expense
Meeti ngs
Mehe  a  Info
Misc  Expenses
RUSSELL  Sub
TOTAL

Final   bal

'916.88

'811.00
$1.31

'82.35
$0.00
SO.00

$442.50
SO.00

$4021.00
$5358.16

$73.91
SO.00

'1567.40
'11.96

$149.50
'1802.77

$4472.27

(5) BR  VISITS   NORMAN   THOMAS'S   HOUSE

Our  thanks  to  Tom  Stanley,  who  located  this  excerpt  from  Leader  at  Lar e:      The
Long   and   Fighting   Life   of   Norman  Thomas  by  Charles  Gorham   (New  York:     Farrar,
Straus  and  Giroux,   1970,   pp.   68-69.

Thomas   was   becoming   well-known   throughout   the   socialist,   labor,   and
liberal  world  and   the  mellow  old  house   on  Eighteenth  Street   [in  New  York
City]    was   opened,    over   the   years,    to   many   famous   men   and   women.      Among
them  was  Bertrand  Russell,  who  held  advanced  ideas  on  education  and  child-
rearing.     Noman  was  busy   in  his  office  and  Violet   [Thomas's  wife]   seized
the  chance  to  talk  with  Lord  Russell  about  her  own  children.

"How  old  are  they?"  asked  the  distinguished  philosopher.     Violet rattled
off   the   children's   ages,   in  ascending  order.     Russell   shook  his  head  and
his  white  mane  waved.     "They   are  all  older  than  two,"  he  said.     "It's  too
late  to  recomend  anything."    Violet  laughed.



Page   7

(6)

RusSHL  soclEH  HEirs,  Ho.  82

BRS   LIBRARY

BRS  Librarian  Tom  Stanley  submitted  this  two-part  report.

ray  1994

The   Society  library  Sells  and  lends  books,   audiotapeg,   videotapes,   and  other
materials  by  and  about  Rug8ell.     Please  direct  BRS   library   inquiries  and
requests   to   Tom  Stanley,   Box  434,   Wilder,   VT   05088.

The follouing  lists books  for  sale.     H-Cloth,   otherwise  paperback.   Prices  are
lease  sen eck  or  money order   (U.S.   funds  only)   payable  to  the

"Bertrand  Russell   Society"   to  Tom  Stanley.

By  Bertrand  Russell:

APpeal   to   the   American   Conscience ....................................... $3.15
Authority  and   the   Individual ............................................. 7.95
Has   Man   a   Future? ..................................................... H..8.00
History  of   the  World   in  Epitome .......................................... 1.00
In  Praise  of   Idleness .................................................... 7.95
My   Philosophical   I)evelopnent ............................................. 7.95
Politic-I   Ideal .......................................................... 7.95
PoTer:   A  NeT   Social   Analyslg ............................................. 8.95
Principles   of   Social  Reconstruction ...................................... 7.95
Sceptical   Es8ayg ......................................................... 8.95

By  Other  Authors:

Bertrand   Russell,1872-1970 ............................................... 1.50
Bertrand  Russell's  merica,   Vol.   2,   1945-1970  edited  by  Barry  Felnberg
and   Ronald   Kasrils ...................................................... 9.95

Eggays   on  Socialist  Humanism   in  Hoaor  of   the  Centenary  of  B.R ......... H..9.00
I.iberty  and  Social  Transformation:   A  Study   in  Bertrand  Russell's
Political   Thought  by   Chandrakala   Padia ............................... H.11.50

The  Life  of  Bertrand  Russell   in  Pictures  and  His  O.n  Words ............... 6.75
Mr.   Wilson   Speaks   'Frankly   and   Fearlesgly'   on  Vietnam  to   B.R ............. 2.00

Recent  acquisitions  of  materials  available  for  loan:

Russell   and   Analytic   Philosophy,   edit,ed  by   A.D.   Irvine   and  G.A.   Wedeking.
This   anthology  had   its  origin   in  a  conference  held  at  the  University  of  British
Columbia   in  June  of   1991.     Of  the  sixteen  papers,   only  three  have  been
previously  publisbed.     "It   is,   I   think,   the  best  book  of  this  sort  on  Russell's
philosophy  that   I  have  read  and  I   think  I   have  read   them  all"-Prof .   John
Slater.     424   pp.      1994     University  of   Toronto   Press,   10   St.   Mary  Street,   Suite
700,    Toronto,    ON  M4Y   2W8.   Review  copy.

Bertrand  Russell:   A  PoliticaLI  Life  by   Alan   Ryan.     A  neu  paperback  edition
published  by  Oxford  University  Press.   Review  copy.
"My   Interview  With  Bertrand  Russell"   by  Waiter  Arnstein".   Off print   from  !ES'
American   Scholar.   7   pp.

:::::  i:.I:3.::;;i:?:):O::?a:oO{[:9:_::;?r:?8.R::::::  :::!]y:::1:::}}.::£  ±n
N.S.    Vol.10,    no.2    (1986-90).17pp.

Troublesome  Peoole:   The  Warriors   of   Pacifi8n  by   CaLroline  Moorehead.   Advance
uncorrected  proof.1987.

Bertrand  Russell   and  the  British  Tradition   in  Philosoohv  by  D.F.   Pears.   Vintage
paperback.
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MORE   REMINISCENCES   OF   PAUL   ARTHUR   SCHILPP

hay  1994

We   thank   BRS   member   Warren   Allen   Smith   of   New  York   City,   who   submitted   the
following  article.

In    response    to    the    request    for   further   reminiscences   of   Paul   Arthur
Schilpp,    I    received    the    following    letter   dated    27   August    1956    after
writing  f or  a clarification  of  what  humanism  meant  to  him:

Humanism,   to  me,   connotes   an  emphasis  on  nan  as  both  the  end  and
goal   of   all   human   endeavor   as  well   as  upon   the   essential   dependence
of   man   upon   himself    in   the   processes   of    individual   growth   and   of
social  development   and  progress.     I  believe,   in  other  words,   that  nan
has   to   work   out   his   own   (individual  and   social)   salvation  with  fear
and   trembling,   yes,   but   also  with  courage,   insight,  and  caring.     Such
working   out   need   not   preclude,    however,   man's   making   use,    in   this
process,   of   any  and  all  avenues   of   approach  open   to  him:     the  use  of
nature   and   of   natural   laws   as   he   comes   increasingly   to   understand
these,   as   well   as   the  use  of  his   intellectual,  moral,   aesthetic  and
spiritual   powers   as   he   learns   to   develop   and   understand   these.      In
tens   of   method   and  procedure   I   suppose   I  would   f it  mostly   into   the
category  of  naturalistic  humanism.

But,   in   tens   of   metaphysical   considerations,   I   would   rank   as
a  theistic  humanist.     So  long  as  man  is--in  the  areas  of  ultimates--
still    as    largely    ignorant    as   he   is   today,    and   in   view   of   man's
obviously   f inite  nature  and  even  more   f inite   (and   limited)   knowledge
and   comprehension,    it   seems   to  me   the  height   of  human  arrogance   for
finite  man   to  want   to   rule  out  God.     Such  procedure  reminds  me  of  the
attempt,   on  the  part  of   the  mosquito,   to  rule   out   the  possibility  of
man  because   the  mosquito  never  has  met   a  nan  and,   if  it  had  met  one,
could,   obviously,   neither   explain   nor   understand   man.     But   I   cannot
grant   that   theistic   humanism   of   necessity  must   be   held   "within   the
franework  of   a  supernaturalistic  philosophy."     If   there   is  a  God,   He
mmst  have   some  nature,   which  will  be  `'natural"  to  Him  as  human  nature
is  natural   to  man   (or  dog-nature  is  natural  to  a  dog).     God,   in  order
to   be   God,   must,    I   suppose,   be   thought   of   as   superhuman;   but   this
implies   no   more   that   He   is   supematural   than   the   f act   that   man   is
supervegetative    implies    that   man    is    supernatural.      God   is   merely
beyond  finite  man's  finite  grasp--as  indeed  are  many  natural  phenomena
events   yet   in   this   atomic   age.      I   would   insist,   therefore,   that  my
theistic  humanism  is  a  type  of  naturalistic  humanism.

Everything   that  has  ever  been  achieved  in  human  history  has  been
achieved   by   man    (from   the    sub-beastly   atrocities   of   war   and   other
forms   of   head-hunting    to    the   highest   achievements   of   human   hands,
heart,  mind,  and  spirit).    'I'hough  man  is  finite,   the  latent  capacities
of  his  nature  are  so  nearly  limitless  that  no  nan  can  actually  imagine
or  even  dream  what  man  may  yet  be  able  to  achieve.     If  he  will  marshal
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and  use  the  best  powers  of  his  rational,  moral,  and  spiritual  capaci-
ties  in  the  building  of  a  better  world  of  human  understanding,   appre-
ciation,   freedom,   and  love.

In   response   to   a   similar   1951   request,   Bertrand   Russell   was   humorously
succinct  and  quite  unlike  Schilpp  in  his  outlook:

You   ask  me   whether   I   call   myself   a   Scientif ic  Humanist   or   a
Naturalistic   Humanist.      I   am   not   in   the   habit   of   giving   myself
labels,   which  I   leave   to  others.     I  should  not  have  any  inclination
to   call  myself   humanist,   as   I   think,   on   the  whole,   that   the  non-
human  part   of   the   cosmos   is  much  more   interesting   and   satisfactory
than   the   human   part.      But   if   anybody   feels   inclined   to   call  me   a
Humanist,  I  shall  not  bring  an  action  for  libel.

In  1956,   Russell  wrote  again:

I  do  not   object   to  your   classifying  me
manist,"   though   it   is   not   a   description   I
calling   myself .     When   I   have   to   describe  my
myself  a  "logical  atomist."     I  have  read  the
with   your   letter,   but   I  have  nothing  to  add
for   not   liking   the   word   "humanist"   is   that

as  a  ''naturalistic  hu-
should   ever   think   of
own  philosophy   I  call
material  that  you  sent
except   that  my  reason
I   regard  human  beings

as  a  trivial  accident  which  would  be  regrettable   if   it  were  not  so
unimportant.

In   short,    Schilpp   echoed   the   theistic  humanism  found   in  his  Human
Nature   and   Pro ress   (1954)   and   in  his   This   Is  M Faith   (1956).     Russell
remained   the   philosophic   naturalist   as   found
Christian   (1957).

1n   his   Th I    Am    Not    a

(8) RussELL  mL E=MAIL =AND=INTERNET

Here  is  more  from  Warren  Allen  Smith,   this  time  concerning  Russell  and  e-mail.

For

Individuals   wishing    to   join   a   Bertrand   Russell   e-mail   club (far-_~
the    sinful   purpose   of   zapping   religion   and   philosophy   chat-line
rooms)   are  invited  to  direct  their  computer  modems  to  the  following:
SecularHum@AOL.com.      Or  write   your   e-mail   address   to  me   at   31   Jane
Street    (10-I)),    New   York,    NY    10014.      From   the   responses   received,
I  will  then  compile  an  initial  directory  for  publishing  here  in  the
newsletter.

more  infomation  about  Russell  on  e-mail  and  Internet,  refer  to  Russell:
The   Journal   of   the   Bertrand   Russell   Archives,   vol.    13,   no   I,   Sumer   1993,
p.   4  and  vol.   13,   no.   2,   Winter   1993-94,   pp.   115-116.
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LETTER   FROM   CARL   A.   WESTMAN

my  1994

BRS  member  Carl  A.   Westman  of  Newington,   Connecticut  wrote  to  us  in  late  April
about   four  matters   discussed   in   the  February  1994  RSN:     our  July  1994  Toronto
meeting,   Warwick   T.   Harrison's   letter,   the   "BR   in  Our  Dail Bread"   article,
and   the   Treasurer's   Re|)ort.     Here   is   the   text   of   his   most   welcome   letter.

Thanks   to   you,   and  Michael Rockier,   for  getting  the  February  1994  Russell
Society   News   out   to   me.     I   especially  appreciate   the   infomation  on  the
Annual   Meeting,    although   I   cannot   be    sure   I   can   attend.      I   hope   so,
though !

I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  the  accomodations  will  be  in  a  hotel,   as  opposed
to  a  domitory.     However,   I   found   it   curious   that   the  meeting  was  billed
as   the   "2nd   meeting   of   the   Coalition   for   Secular   Humanism,   Atheism,   and
Freethought."    If  I  recall  correctly,  Russell  was  an  agnostic,  rather  than
an  atheist,   and  often  recormended   to  avoid  feeling  certain  over  anything.
I   suppose   this  attitude  might   run  somewhat   counter   to  atheism.     But  this
is  a  small  matter.

How   fortunate    that   we   have    forum   for   exchanging    ideas   on   Russell!      I
enjoyed     Warwick     T.     Harrison's     interesting     letter.       If    each    member
delineated   the  points   over  which  they  agreed  with  Russell  and   the  points
they   disagreed   with,   I   think  most   of   us  would  also  agree  with   the  vast
majority  of  his  writings.     I,   too,  have  found  but  a  few  points  over  which
I  disagree  with  Russell,  but  this  is  because  he  emphasized  a  set  of  values
and  philosophical  speculation,  rather  than  a  list  of  facts.

Because   of   this,   I   found   Mr.   Harrison's   coment   regarding   the   universe
interesting:     "Well, now  we  know  it  wasn't   [always  there]!"     I  didn't  know
the  Big  Bang   theory  has   achieved  such  universal  acceptance  that  it  is  now
accepted  as  fact.     If  it  is  still  a  theory,   I  think  it  best  to  treat  it
as   such.

With   regard   to   his   second   point,   life   after   death,   I  though  it  unusual
to  distance  oneself  from  a  belief  in  the  supernatural,  but  believe  in  life
after  death.     I  haven't  had  a  "death"   experience,   but  have   cone  close  to
drowning  once.     All  I  recall   is  gradually  losing  consciousness;  moreover,
if   I  did   experience  anything  unusual,   I  might  conclude  that  the  mind  does
unusual  things  when  deprived  of  oxygen.

The   corments   on  Russell   in  Our  Dail Bread  were  typically  myopic.     Again,
Russell  was   not   an   atheist,   as   they   claim.     Also,   it  was   the  notion  of
the  Almighty  inflicting  eternal  punishment   that  he  found  distasteful,  not
the   notion   of   punishment   alone.      After   a   few   hundred   thousand  years   of
inflicting  torture  upon  a  sinner,   I  would  think  the  Almighty  would  be  able
to   have   made   his   point,    don't   you?      After   that,    it   does   sound   a   bit
sadistic,
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Your   treasurer's   report   indicates   the  membership   is   quite   small.     I  hope
we   can   grow   it,    and   not    let    it   gradually   decline   as   the   years   since
Russell's  life  grow.

1'11  close  now  with  the  hope  that  I  can  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  and  meet
many   BRS  members.

Sincerely,

CARL   A.    WESTMAN

(10) LETTER   FROM   PAUL  M.    PFALZNER

In   response   to   Warwick   T.   Harrison's   letter   appearing   in   the   February   1994
RSN,   we   also   were   pleased   to   receive   this     letter     from  BRS  member  Paul  M.
FE=1zner  of  ottawa,  ontario.

Bertrand   Russell's    saying   "why   shouldn't   the   universe   always   have   been
there?"  carmot  be  faulted  inspite  of  the  Big  Bang  theory;   Russell's  remark
makes  no  dogmatic   claim  but  merely  allows  a  reasonable  possibility.     !±g

is  not  a roven  fact;   it  is  simply  the  best  known  of  various  current
cosmological   models;    other   theories,    such   as    the Chaotic   Inf lationar
Universe   of  Hawking,   Linde   et   al.   are  equally  able  to  model  the  distribu-
tion  of  matter  while  allowing   for  a  more  plausible  universe  going  through
an  infinite  series  of  big  bangs  and  big  crunches.

As   for   the   "afterlife,"   George   Santayana's   remark,   "having  been  born  is
a   poor   augury   for   imortality"   would  seem  to  challenge  any  individual's
alleged  "death  experience"   as  having  any  bearing  on  life   after  death!     A
great  deal more  testable  evidence  is  required  for  such  a  claim!

(11) GREAT   DELIGHT   IN   DISCOVERING   THE   BRS

Over   time   we   receive  a  variety   of   inquiries   about   the  BRS,   E§E,   and  related
matters.      If   someone   asks   about   the  BRS  and  membership,  we  routinely  send  our
introductory   pamphlet   and   membership   application.      In  mid-April   we   received
such   an   inquiry   fron   Tae   Son   Chong   of   Alexandria,   Virginia.     He   opened  his
letter  with  this   fine   sentence:     "To  ny  great  delight   I  have  discovered  that
not   only   a   periodic   puthcation   is   out   in   circulation   concerning   Bertrand
Russell,   but   that  a  society  exists  devoted  to  his  illustrious  work,  as  well."
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FROM  POCH   SUZARA,   BRS   PHILIPPINE   CRAPTER

my  1994

Our   thanks   to   Poch   Suzara   of   the   BRS   Philippine   Chapter   in  Manila,  who  wrote
this   letter   to  RSN  and  also   gave  us  a  copy  of  his   "Christianity,   values   and
development"  letter  that  appeared  in Manila  Standard, January  3,   1994.

Mr.    Warvick   T.   Harrison   disagrees   with   Russell's   "why   shouldn't   the
universe   always   have   been   there?"      [See   RSN   81,   February   1994,   p.14   and
other   letters   in   this   RSN   issue.]     Warwicr=ays,   "now   we    know   itwasn't!
There   was    a    "Big   Bang"    that  s'c'a±te're'd  all   the   galaxies   and   gas   clouds
across  space.

My   reply:      After   the  big  bang   it  was   called   the  big  universe;   before
the  big  bang  it  was  a  tiny  universe.    A  few  astronomers  call  it  the  cosmic
egg.     But  an  egg  is  a  universe  in  itself .     Russell  was  right--the  universe
has  always  been  there.

His   second  point  of  disagreement   is  Russell's  non-belief   in  something
after  death.     Mr.   Warwick,   your   death   experience  was  not   about   death  but
about   life   since   you   are   still   very   much   alive   today.     Perhaps  you  can
give   us   more   evidence.      Remember   Russell  was   always   concerned,   and   this
ls  something  he  reiterates  again  and  again,  that  our  belief s  should  accord
with  the  evidence  f or  them.

But   here's   a  disagreement  mentioned  by  Anthony  Kenny,   an  authority   on
the   philosophy   of   Thomas   Aquinas.      He   says:      "Bertrand   Russell   accused
Aquinas  of  not  being  a  real  philosopher  because  he  was  looking  for  reasons
for  what   he   already   believed.     It   is  extraordinary  that  that  accusation
should   be   made   by   Russell,   who   in   the book   Princi ia  Mathematica   takes
hundreds   of  pages   to  prove   that  two  and  two  make  four,  which  is  something
he  had  already  believed  all  his  life."
Magee,   p.    66).

(The   Great   Philoso hers  by  Bryon

Hollywood   movies   have   been   made   about   the   life   and   tines   of  Pasteur,
John   Smith,   Babe   Ruth,   Lou  Gehrig,   Stanley  and  Livingston,   Curie  and  many
many   others   including   Gandhi.      What   about   BERTRAND   RUSSELL?     Are   we   dis-
ciples,   followers,   admirers,   believers,   students,   relatives,   friends,  as-
sociates   of  Bertrand  Russell  doing  him  service  and  honor  by  just  keeping
him  in  archives?     I  ask  again:    when  are  we  going  to  explore  possibilities
of  making   a   f ilm  story   about   this   great  man?     How  else  can  we  expose  his
greatness    to    the   whole   wide   world    today   and   get   on   with   the   BERTRAND
RUSSELL   SOCIETY   on  scale   as  worldwide   as   it   can  be?

Christianity, values
and development

We  ere  pot tlie masters of Blble 1-
•ozB:  `.e  ace  the vlctlma.  Blble tcachlngihdiadi:a%d,#¥tsu*offi:I
g`lldame. `why ere we tod.y - as a
peqde - lppov.rlshed splrltuaLly cnd -
e .n]tlon-bLnh]p(moralb?  .  .
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The  B]bl. says: .Ask and lt chall be
givren you; .eel .nd yc 8hal] frod: bocL
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one that a.Loth reochnch; and he thll
eeebeth Andc(h: and to hlm that hoclDelh ft
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Wed. aftcr cO ]rears of asbng. .ecung.
and bocbng, these arc the res`ibs In the

#en###aaly¥ejirREivehard&ts.
have comon decency. W€  hardly have
dlsclf]inc. We hardly have lailr  ai)d  order.
We hardly have  malmalned  s(reets end
high`rays.  We hardly have ptlbnc  health
and  sanltatlon.  In  fact,  ve  hardly have
a govcmment.  But  `^re  do liape h plenthll
suFply  filth  ln  ourvalues.

I ads « our val`ies were ln fact values.
hour copse todry ve er. tr)rfpg to le.in frou`
our A.lan nelghbor* hate.d of their qhng
to  learn from us? llov coBic ln tlie btisl-
ness  Of  natlon bulldqig the}r glo-v, while
we have yct (o grow?

BeTtrand R]Issell wrote: 1t ls odd that
modem then. who ere a`rare  of wit

science haEs done ln the `^ray of  bringlng
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ray  1994

(13) NEWS   FROM   CONCERNED   PHILOSOPHERS   FOR   PEACE

The   February   1994   Concerned   Philosophers   for   Peace   newsletter   included   these
two   items.      (RSN   81,   February   1994  previously  noted  John  Somerville's  death.)
For   infomati5FTabout   Concerned   Philosophers   for  Peace,   contact  Dr.   Laurence
Bove;   Walsh   University;    2020   Easton   Street   NW.;   North   Canton,   OH   44720-3396.

John   Somerville    (1905-1994).      With   regret   I    [Executive   Secretary   Joseph
Kunkel]    report   the   death   of   John   Somerville   on  January   8.     We  have   lost
a  friend  and  an  indomitable  peace   advocate.     John  authored   several  books
and  plays   on  peace   themes   at  a  time  when  such  writings  were  not  in  vogue.
He  was partjjc.u`Larly ac.tive  on  the  international  scene  during  the  long  years
of   the   cold  war.     There  he  founded  the  International  Philosophers  for  the
Prevention  of  Nuclear  Omnicide.     He   is   survived  by  his  wife   of  64  years,
Rose.     We  shall  miss  his  dedication.

Call  f or  Pa ers  for  Villanova.     The  seventh  annual  conference  of  Concerned
Philosophers  for  Peace  will  be  held  at  Villanova  University,  which  is  near
Philadelphia.     The   conference
30   and   conclude   late   Sunday
conference   is   "Peacemaking."
to  humanitarian   intervention.
ment  of  Philosophy;  Villanova

will  begin   at  9:00  Friday  morning  September
evening   October   1,    1994 .... The   theme   of   the
It  ranges  from  domestic  conf lict  resolution

...Send    [proposals]   to   Joseph   Betz;   Depart-
University;   Villanova,   PA  19085.
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IS   BR  A   DANGEROUS   PATRON   SAINT?

my  1994

Thanks   to   Vincent   Williams,   who   found   this   article   in   the  December   5,   1993
Sam   Antonio   Ex ress-News,
and  fourth  columns.
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(15) BR  ET   AL.    IN   PHILOSOPHY   OF   LANGUAGE   COURSE

The    current   University   of   Chicago   non-credit   continuing   education   catalog
gives  this  description  of  a  course  titled  "Philosophy  of  Language."

What   is   lt   for  words   to  mean  what   they   do?     What  is  the  relationship  be-
tween   language   and   the  world?     How   is   linguistic   communication  possible?
The   philosophy   of   language   attempts    to   answer   these   and   other   general
questions   about   the   nature   of   language  and  meaning.     This   course   is   in-
tended  as  a  general  introduction  to  the  f ield  and  will  f ocus  on  three  is-
sues:   (1)  meaning--how  meaning  is  distinguished  from  the  things  we  do  with
words   and   how   it   relates   to   truth;    (2)   reference   and  belief--how  words
manage   to   refer   to  objects   in  the  world  and  why  all  accounts  of  reference



Page   15 ROSSEIL   SOCIETY  HEWS,   Ho.   82 my  1994

seem  incompatible  with  how  we   attribute  beliefs  to  others;   (3)   the  nature
of   language--the   extent   to   which   the   meaning   of   a  word  may   depend  upon
the  belief   system  of  which  it   is  part,   and  whether   the  meaning  of  public
expressions   must   ultimately   depend   upon   a   System  of  private  meanings   (a
language  of  thought).     Readings  will  include  both  classic  essays  by  Frege,
Russell,   Tarski,   Wittgenstein,   Quine,   and  Austin  and  more   recent  work  by
Grice,   Searle,   Davidson,   Putnam,   Kripke,   and  Chomsky.     No  prior  knowledge
of  philosophy   is  presumed.     Instructor:   Richard  Rosenblatt's  research  and
writing   focus   on   the   contemporary   philosophy   of   language,   epistemology,
and   the  philosophy  of  mind.     $215.     March  28-June  6   [1994].

(16) NEW   STUDY   0N   BR'S   LOGICAL   ATOMISM

Good   news   for   students   of   Russell's   technical  philosophy:     Wayne  A.   Patter-
son's   Bertrand  Russell's   Philoso of   Lo ical  Atomism  is   now  available   from
Peter  Lang  Publishing,   Inc.     Here   is   that   fim's  book  announcement  and  order
fom.
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Our   thanks   to  Tim  Madigan   f or   alerting  us   to   this   review  of   Caroline  Moore-
head's   Bertrand   Russell, appearing   in  Wilson  Quarterly,
87.     The  review  author  is  not  identified.

BERIRANI) RUSSELI= A Life. fry CdroJf.ne
Moonchcad. Viking. 596 pp. $30

In 1961, an 89-year-
old Bertrand Russell
was sent to jail for
protesting           the
nuclear  policies  of
the  British  govern-
ment. He had ben
the obfty of contrcr
versybefore.h1940,
the New York court
that overtuned his
appointment to City
Conege  denounced
his logic lectures as
lecherous,      libidi-
nous, lustful, vener-
ous,     erotomaniac,

aphrodisiac,irreiverent,andnarrow-minded.No
easy man to live with, he married four times,
often wreaking emotional havoc on his wives
and didren.

Bertrand Russell was also a Nobel Prize-win-
ning philosopher who wrote 83 books, includ-
ing Pn.#c!.pro  M4thei7zafl.co  (1910),  and  set  the
shape of philosophy in the English-speaking
world.Thoughthecontrastwasratherextreme,
both Russells were Russell.

As Moorehcad relates in her engaging biog-
raphy,  Bertrand  Russell  (1872-1970)  did  not
know how to be dull.  He brought a philos-

ophers insights to issues rangivg from nuclear
warfare to the use Of cosmetics by schoolteach-
ers, and did so with a literary skill that leaves
meet other writers green with envy. Even his
technical philosophy is full of vivid touches.
Mcorehead,aBritishpumalist,wiselyskirtsthe
impo§stibletaskofaplainingthefchndationsof
mathematics. Instead, she sticks to what drove
Russell to study such thingsnd longing for the
timeless and absolute truth about the world,
whichhethoughtlayinlogiv.Shealsoexplains
how he abandoned his first and highest love.
LudwigWittgenstein,hisou>timeprotege,perL
suaded him that logiv was no more than a mat-
terofhumanconvention;aftercivilizedEurope
plunged into World War I, Russeu lowered his
sights and lcoled to politis, education, social re-
froandmoreenli8htredattifudestwvardsex
andmalriageastheloutetDhim`anhappine§s.

Russell's dildhood was a gloomy one. His
radicalparmtsdiedwhenhewasasmallchi]d,
and he was brought up by his elderly grand-
motherandassortedgovermesses.hadyRussell
thedtokapBertiepure.She failed.Hemetand
after  many  battles  married  Alys  Pearsall
Saith-likehisfuirthandlastwife,adaughier
of Philadelphia and Bryn Mawl'. This all fueled
hislaterpassionforsenialenlighterment.Para-
doxically, Lady Ckeoline Morrdl, who became
his mistress in 1910 and effeded his uberation,
did not much care for sex with Bertie; it was his
mind she fell in love with.

He was amazingly clever and loved Cam-
bridge, but he could never be confined to the
academy. He ran for Parliament in 1907 as a
women's suffrage candidate, fighting for a seat
he could not win in order to stick up for an un-
popular cause. in 1916 he threw away his Cam-
bridgecareertocampalgnagainstthewar.Trin-
ity College dismissed him from his lectureship,
and in 1918 he was failed for insulting an ally.
(HesaidtheU.S.ArmywouldstayoninEurope
after the war to shoot striking workers.)

In the 1920s and '30s he wrote important es+
says on sociahem, the fate of the Soviet Union,
appeasement,andthenatureofpower,butemcr
tional discord bulked larger. In 1921 he marred
Dora Black, had two children, and opened a
school-Beacon Hill. Its finances demanded con-
stant lecture tours in the United States and short

Spring   1994,   pp.    86-

artidesfortheHearstnewspapers("Goingtothe
Cinema,"  "Should  Philosophers  Smoke  Ci-
gars?," `Who May Wear Lipstick?''). The rmr-
riage broke up in the early 1930s. He then rmr-
ried Peter Spence, a woman 30 years younger
than he. She left him in 1949. Finally, in 1952 he
marriedEdithFinchandexpchenoed17yearsof
quietbliss:anintenestingbutnctedifyingrecnd.
Mcorehcadonlyoccasionallyraisesaneyebrow
atthediscrepaneybetweenRussell'smasteryof
logicandhisweakgraspoftherealitiesOfother
people's fives.

The pest-1945 Russell is the one Americans
rEmember. This Russell fought for the Nuclear
TestBanTreaty,wroteto]ohnFeseerrfullesand
NikitaKhnishchevtoden`andnudeardisarma-
ment, lectund John Kennedy on Cuba, and led
alast,bittercampaignagainsttheVietnamWar.
Moorehead is pained by the way Russell was
taken over dy Ralph Schoenll`an during this fi-
nalcrusade.Schcenmanwasaleft-winggradu-
ate student at the I+ondon School of Economies
whocametoseeRussdlinl960;hestayedtotca,
thentomanageRussdl'saffiirsforthenexteight
years. He destroyed innumerable old friend-
ships, wasted lange amounts of money, ham-
pered every good cause with which he was in-
volved,  and  made  Russell  look  ridiculous.
Mcorehead shares the universal relief that al-
mcet the last thing Russeu did was break with
Schcxmmanandwriteamemorandumexplain-
ingwhy.Canwedecentlysaythatarip-roaring
atheist like Russell redeemed himself? We can
certainly rdyoice that he died as dear-headed as
he had lived.
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tical   Beliefs,   newsletter   of   the   Committee   for   the
Scientific    Investigation   of   Claims   of   the   Paranomal.      Subscription   rates:
$15,    one   year;    $28,    two   years;    $35,    three   years.      Write   to   CSICOP;   P.O.    Box
703;     Buffalo,    NY    14226-0703.       Vol.     4,    no.     I,    March    1994,     from   which    the
following  article   comes   (p.   6),   includes  a  Carl  Sagan  article  titled  "Basket-
ball's  Lessons  for  Science"  and  other  noteworthy  material.

Thinking by Numbers
lchs Jones

I onc. a.(cd B.nrand Ruqcll ho.I 1`. could iu.tify hi. d.im th.t
th. univcrlc v.. round. Hc said, -B®catise "theb.tic. h.I proved
lt so.- I .in .I dii.atlsfied with th.t rc.pofiic n„ .I I .I.I then.

^ftcT  all,  thii  -a.  th.  un.  Bcmind  Ruslcll  who  dchoed
mthon.tic. .. the iubicct ifi which tt hov ceith.I wh.I *e .I.
t.lkinf about nor whcthcr vhat -. ar. caying i. .nlc. M.then.tic.
ii cone.ned with  rcl.tion.  beLiieeri ihing*  Dot with th. thidf.
thou.clvel.11 il . nctver[ ofbridfcl bctwe.i] tl.. ill.nd. of rulitr
you might hoe- c.Cry lm dc..il .bout . biidfc. but thi. vill tdl
you notbin8 about the ill.nd. that it comectr

On  a  difhat  oee..ion.  Ruiicll  lpclled  ii out  lbor€  d.bcL
ritdr. .P`ir. a.thctii.t]c. coDiftl  ondrdy of coerdoDI to th.
rfect th.. if "ch and fuch . propo.ition it tru. Of.pdrinr, tl]m
fuck  liid  .uch  .no.bcr  proporitiof]  ii  tr`ic of tb.I  thin..  It  i.
-ti.I.o.todi]cpp*drthcfinpn|]oriti-iirtye-c.
•f]d oat to Da]tion wh.t th. .rdin| i* Of which it i. =pji;ie=
a b€ true.-

Yet than arc ItiJl the.c who .pc.I of fnithcd.tie u . politive
force,  hadinf  ornt.  to  it.  will.  Titbc  travel,  .ed  Oflectl  th.t
prcced. their c.uicL .rc bcld to bc nlid beclui. -theo. i. Iiothinf
iD tnathcmticl that fofoidl thou- (.lthoufb the.\e il fLothinl in
n.thcD.dc. that "le. out the vtLireftc bcifLf oqulaeed by . piol
bhncmang€, dth.I).

numTfh::;dLP;P°r`knc`„°,fcq:::ot#:::ch='J#Tou|Uhoth.itn::
rcalrorld.ysuro`ildthcoi`Ift.cndoutfor.cvetLdiecHiffea..The
altcmative .olution of Bunur .coen me Would j`ift thr- .-ry g of
no prlctic.I value. but there are thos. who -ould loofl b€ off on .
•earch for thc]c phantom veckcrf. (Thoc if nothing in ib.thcqiit-
ia that forbids it.-)

-M.thc"dc. .btm thit it nust b. true.- This i. th. u"po[cf]

(.nd  somedmc.  evcfi  the  .poha)  .i[tlbpt.on  backin!  "Iiy  .
pannomalcl.im,D.meChanccirthou(btofgstalkingthcrorld,
very  touch  in  th.  my  th.t  D.fbc  Nmi.c  -..  ofiee  in.tied.
adjusting hefc and comctlog iinbalanoc. the.e. j. 8. Rhitic decked
out his -Eztl.€enrory Percaption- with tiblcS of prob.blc .rrors,
dc".tions,  afltichancc valu.*  &Iid  probaunity ineepal.,  .Modern
Expcrifncnt. in Tclcpithy,- by S. G. So.I .nd I, Baec"n. f.vc u .I)
appcndil containing 60 p.gci of "the"tical acolylif. In the -akc
of Soal's fr.udulent apcrimcnt., noi]. of it -11 rortb a buteon.

It is torth bc.ring in miiid Challcs S. Pcif€c.. .t.ndpoint+hat
prob.bility refers to propositiofis abou( c+cnt., Bet to the crcnt.
them]clve.. ]t .iscs.c. ho- likely you ar. to bc rifbt in -hat you
qy.  It il  .  mealtlre of -hat you  [no-. Yotir ctin.lion  of the
cofnpo.itioo of -attr will differ .ccording to -hchcr you b.lie.c
that /./ tlic rorld con.ists of four clcmcnt.|fir .,-. tcr. earth. .nd
•ir; or rty tJ`¢rc arc 9Z clcmcn.i to choose from; or /c/ ratcr il .
combination of tro clcmont! (or thrcc. oT four, or vhatevcr), .od
co on. ed i.fi.it.--

Dame Chanc. doc. not impra. her will upon clcctronl Io u
to  prcvtmt   their   A.ving   both   mob€ntum   .t]d   location.  The
constraint if upon your [novledgc, not upon chc pirticl.. ^1 the

hath.fnatician H.I)ri  Lcbc.gut f.It obligcd  to .dmit: -No di!cov-
cry  h..  bccn  in.dc  in  in.`hcmitics,  or  anywhcrc  clsc  for   that
matt.r, by .n .ffort of dcductivc  logic.-

Ptolony had no illuriot`.  about  his  thcorics  of astronomy:  Hc
IIit-full tell that hiS in.thc"tic.I dcscriptiol`s happcTied to rlt his
obiem.tionl, but they -ere not intended as .Ti clplaoation of what
•ftrobonical bodie. -cr. .nd -hat they vcrc doing. When thcTc
nEi.  alton.`inc ..ys of cxprt..ing th.  rcsultL  hc  ju« chow  the
•inple`.

Ncorton, too. in the P+;J.dyir, corifoucs, -I hcrc dc.ign only to

give . mathcluticll cotton or the.c forcc!, without con.idcrinf
tbdr ply.ical c]uit] .nd .e.ts..

8. I:. S[il)nor ..-the dingcr clcahy: The formula I - .^gt! doc.
flot .overn th. behaviour of f.lling bodic.. it fovcrns tlloce who
eorTcctly predict the po.ition of falling bodiel  a. €ivcn tifn€..-

Thcoe nl . tine whco B.ch.fratia -a. the hatidmaid.n of
•cicBc=.  But  N®rri.  K]iflc.  profo.or  cm.Iitu.  of bathcm.tic*
fb.dc  chc  coDphil)t  th.I  .fbo.I  matron.ticiam  of  the  pa)I
bundred  ys.rl  hoe broLeD  my  from  lcicf]cc.  They  how  fro

Tbc 4i8ine¢ bceem maLbemalical thinking and
sEioutS£ Ibi\hi\s is lbal " e.lay stage the .dE.Gfu
sbi.her cbedts that tbc pndiaeL resrdt hods ap in ibe
m' -Jd -
•cicace,  .nd  wh.t  ii  tborc,  .I.  no  longcf  coficcmed  with  tb.
udliz.tion or Bathemticil howledfc,-

•If potatl.I .pplicltion i. the fo.I.- hc pointl out, -then ae

tbc pea. pltysicLl chcDi.I Joinh Will.rd Gibb. I.fnarLed, the ptlrs
Dith.fn.ticiai) c]ti do -hat hc pl.aics, but th. applied matheltir
tician bult b. at lcalt parti.lly qfi...

John roll  Nc`m.pe. too.  if.ued  a uninf alfno.I  a  half .
catury  -eo:  .^1  .  D.theo.dcol  di.cipl.I]c  m`nel.  far  frofti  it.
cfnpirical .ouroc . . . it i. bcsct with very gray. d.nga.. It becolna
Bore.ndbof.ptne.cahchcizing..ndinor.puTdy/'dfpr/'Im..

The dirfercocc bctmen in.he"tical thitihinf (oT cTcn ]oricil
•hindfig) .ad scientific thibhinf i. th.t .t every lt.fc .hc .c.entific
thitiLe] checLI that the predicted icSult holdl up in the real rorld.
Thcoe .I. fDan} ever)rd.y ifif.anoes in -hich mathcfnatic.I ...cr-
•ioco don't oock out iB p.rt.cut.. circ`imft.lice.. On. f.indrop
pltil one 8.indrop ndc. only ol]c raindrop. A I.lf:dae. of ilcohol
and a halftlais ofvatcr will fivc you only 90 percent of 1 glilf of
rodh. Thr.I t.blelpoon. of -atcr .nd ofic t.blc.pooh of ult do
bat five you four tablespoon. of anythiof.

Suti.tic  in  thonrdve.  c.nliot  .hov  c.tilc  and  cffcct.  ID  .
p.r.peycl]olo8y cap.rincnt. cliinl of rs.ul.s th.. have the odds
qtronomicauy .|.in.I them fn.y lupe.t .omcthing ullclpectcd to
look it]to, but cannot `.11 you wh.t .hat i.. Chc.ting ]I)d  lloppT
apcrimoul protocols ifid claims for the und.fincd pli+hey can
all  produce ifripreesive but indistinguiih.blc odds.

^la. ifi co.in qu&rceq matron..ic.anl arc likely to colitinu. to
b. accorded alfbolt rrmonbal .tatus. For . rcaLLifc aamplc. I rct`im

)roll ro Bcfmiid Rtiaecll: -I ns told that the Chincsc raid they veuld
burymcbytheWc.tmhkeindbuildiShrinctomymcmory.Ihm
sott]c .light flgr th.t .ho did not happen. as I might have bccolne
a pd. chid ve`Lld has bcco rty/ cur for .a .thcirt.-

I+-i. )o*a b . ricec. wiunl in lAnL®..
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We  would   like   to   express   our   appreciation   to   Steve  Maragide§,   who  found  this
Russell    reference    in    Waiter    Lippnann's
MacMillan  Company,1929),   pp.   298-299.

A    Preface     to    Morals     (New    York:

The    uncompromising    logic    of    birth    control    has    been    stated   more
clearly,    I   think,   by   Mr.   Bertrand  Russell   than  by  anyone   else.     Writing
to    Judge    Lindsey    during    the    uproar    about    companionate    marriage,    Mr.
Russell  said:

I   go    further   than   you   do:      the   things   which   your   enemies   say
about  you  would  be   largely   true  of  me.     My  own  view  is  that  the  state
and   the   lan   should   take   no   notice   of   sexual   relations   apart   from
children,   and   that  no  marriage   ceremony  should  be  valid  unless  accom-
panied   by   a   medical   certificate   of   the  woman's   pregnancy.     But  when
once  there  are  children,   I  think  that  divorce  should  be  avoided  except
for   very   grave   cause.      I   should  not  regard  physical   infidelity  as  a
very   grave   cause   and   should   teach   people   that   it   is   to  be   expected
and   tolerated,   but   should   not   involve   the  begetting  of   illegitimate
children--not   because   illegitimacy   is   bad   in   itself ,   but   because   a
home   with   two  parents   is  best   for  children.     I  do  not   feel  that   the
main  thing  in  marriage   is   the   feeling  of   the  parents   for  each  other;
the  main  thing  is  cooperation  in  bearing  children.

In  this  admirably  clear  statement   there  is  set  forth  a  plan  for  that
complete   separation  between  the  primary   and   Secondary   function  of   sexual
intercourse  which  contraception  makes  possible.

(20) FROM  HARRY   RUJA

Here    are    two    interesting    items    received    recently    from    former    BRS    Board
Chairman  Harry  Ruja.

Bertrand  Russell  on  Israel   (addendum)   b a.     I  read  a  paper  with
this   title   at   a  meeting   of   the   Society,   June   1979,   in  New  York.     RSN  ran
an  abstract  of  it  in  the  August  1979  issue   (p.   24),   and  the  paper  a5E=ared
in   full    in   Midstream,   February   1980.      Recently   I   had   occasion   to   look
through   The New   York   Times   for   23  Eeb.1970.      There,   on   page   21   was
denunciation  of   Israel

BR's
as   an  "aggressor"   in  the  Middle   East,   but  on  page

26   of   the   same   issue   was   an   editorial   entitled,   "To   Stop  Murder   in  the
Sky."     That   editorial   by   the   editors   of   the   Times  was   occasioned  by  an
Arab  bombing  attack  on  the  21st  on  a  Swiss  plan=T:I:ded  for  Israel  result-
ing   in  the   death  of   all   aboard.     If   BR  had   lived  just   a   few  more  weeks,
he   might   have   recognized   this    ironic   juxtaposition   as   an   instance   of
reality  invalidating  rhetoric.
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In   the   Feb.   issue   of   RSN,   you   quote  from  a  Time  article  in
which   the  author   says   that   tyranny  does  not  necessarily  produce  nobility
in   the   tyrannized.     This   idea   come   fron  BR's   essay,   "The   Superior  Virtue
of   the   Oppressed,"   which   first   appeared   in
was  reprinted  in  BR's  Un ular  Essa s,    1950.

The   Nation,   26   June   1937   and

(21) GREETINGS   FROM   PAKISTAN

BRS   Vice   President   John   Lenz   has   received   belated   1994   New  Year's   greetings
addressed     to     the    BRS     from    The    Movement    for    Constitutional    Monarchy    in
Pakistan.      We    thank   that   organization   for   its   good   wishes   and   extend    the
BRS's  greetings  to  then.

(22) STUDENT   PUGWASH   USA

John   Lenz    also   provided   us   with   information   about   Student   Pugwash   USA,    an
organization  having  a  noteworthy  link  with  Russell.     The  Eighth  International
Student   Pugwash   USA   Conference   will   be   held   at   Johns   Hopkins   University,
Baltimore,  Maryland,  June  12-18,   1994.     For  further  infomation,   contact  Nicky
Short;   Student  Pugwash  USA;   1638  R  Street  NW.;   Suite   32;   Washington,   DC   20009;
telephone  202-328-6555.     Here  are  excerpts   from  a  SP/USA  flier.

Student    Pugwash    USA,    a    national,    educational,    non-profit   organization
based  in  Washington,  DC,   is  dedicated  to  building  a  cormitment  among  young
people   to   integrate   social   concerns   into   their   academic,   professional,
and    personal    lives.       Our    programs,    which    are    non-partisan    and    non-
advocacy,   stress   the  resolution  of   critical  global  challenges  through  in-
fomed   decision  making   and   the   responsible  use  of  science  and  technology.
Through  a  variety  of  interdisciplinary  activities,  focusing  on  leadership
development    and   interactive   leaning,   Student   Pugwash  USA  educates  young
people  on  the   relevance   of   science  and  technology  to  their  own  lives,  and
on  its  ability  to  shape  the  future  of  the  global  comunity.
Founded   in   1979,   Student   Pugwash  USA  takes  its  name  from  the  Pugwash  Con-
ferences   on   Science   and   World   Affairs,   which   began   in   1957   in  Pugwash,
Nova   Scotia,   as   a   response   to   the   development   of   the  Hydrogen  bomb.     The
Conferences  were   organized   at   the  behest   of  Albert   Einstein  and   Bertrand
Russell,   co-authors  of  a  manifesto  which  urged  that  scientists  from  around
the  world  cone  together  to  seek  peaceful  solutions  to  conf licts  in  a  world
forever  changed  by  weapons  of  mass  destruction.

[Areas    of    interest    include]    peace    and    security,    environment,    energy,
health   and   medicine,   biotechnology,   population  and  development,   infoma-
tion   technologies,   industrial   competitiveness,   access  and  equity  issues.
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NEW   RSN   EDITOR  WITH   NEXT   ISSUE

This   is   the   last  Russell  Societ News   issue  be

ray  1994

ing  edited  by  Donald  Jackanicz.
Dennis    Darland    is    succeeding   Don   as    editor   beginning   with   RSN   No.    83   for
August   1994.

Lee  Eisler  was  the  first  RSN  editor,   editing  Issue   I,  March  1974  through  Issue
71,    August    1991.      The   nl==Tsletter   was   originally   simply   referred   to   as   BRS
Newsletter.     Since Issue   17,   February   1978   the   name   has   been   Russell  Societ
News   or   RSN.     Lee  was   one   of   the   founders   of   The  Bertrand  Russell  Society  in
157Z  andTas  played   ,ai   maijbr   role   in  BRS  affairs   over   the  years.     His   long
editorship   of   RSN   brought   many   years   of   Russell-related  news   to   BRS  members
and   interestedlTon-members.      When   the   BRS   holds   its   armual   meeting,   it   is
always   a  pleasure   to   see   Lee   once   again.     He   has   been  among   the  most   active
forces  in  keeping  interest  in  Russell  alive.

When  Lee   decided   to   step   down  as   RSN   editor,   Don  was  asked  to  take  over  this
duty   on   a   temporary   basis.      Don   E=:   edited   Issue   72,   November   1991   through
Issue   82,   May   1994.     He   generally  used   Lee's   newsletter   fomat   and   tried   to
retain  at   least   some  of  Lee's   style.     For   some   time  Don  has  sought  to  be  re-
placed  as  editor.     Now,  with  a  designated  successor,   Don  intends  to  spend  more
time  on  a  number  of  his  other  activities,   including  some  relating  to  Russell.

Many   BRS  members   know  Dennis   Darland.     And   those   who   don't   actually  know  him
are   touched   by   his   other   BRS   work.      Dennis  has   been   BRS   Treasurer   for  many
years,    processing   our   dues   payments,   keeping   financial   and   member   records,
and   in  other  ways   interacting  with  the  membership  and  officers.    Without  Den-
nis's   fine  work  as   Treasurer,   the   overall   smoothness   of   BRS   operations  would
have  been  much  less   so.     Now  Dennis  has  volunteered  to  take  over  editing  ESE,
thereby   making   yet   another   long-term   contribution   to   the   BRS's   viability.

You,   as   a   BRS   member,   are   therefore   respectfully   asked   to   support   Dermis's
BRS  and  RSN  work  as  follows:

Send   to   him  news   about   Russell,   Russell-related  matters,   and  any  other
concerns   that   you   feel  might  be  worthwhile   for  E§E.     Editing  E§E  is  not   the
hardest   job   in   the  world,   but   it   can  be  a  challenge   independently  locating
relevant,   interesting  material  without   the  help  of  others.    When  members  make
submissions    (letters,   news   items,   brochures,   clippings,   etc.),   those  members
are   more   actively   involved   in   the   BRS.     As   well,   the   editor's   job   is  made
somewhat   easier   and   certainly  more   fulf illing  because  of   the   involvement   of
other  people.

Direct   letters   about   RSN  and  any  other  general  BRS  matters   to  him.     If
necessary,   Dennis   will   forw;==d   your   letter   to   the   appropriate   RSN   officer.

If   you   are   able   to   attend   the   July   1994  Annual  Meeting   in  Toronto   (and
we   hope   you   will),    say   hello   to   him   and   give   him   your   thoughts   about   RSN.

Best  wishes,   then,   to  Dennis  Darland  in  his  new  role  as  RSN  editor.     And,   from
Donald   Jackanicz,    thanks    to   all   those   who   helped   him   produce   eleven   RSNs.


