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(1) FROM THE PRESIDENT

Michaal J. Rockler, President, The Bertrand Russell Society

Plan now to attend this year's annual meeting which will take place
in Toronto from July 7 to July 10; it will be co-hosted by The Council for
Democratic and Secular Humanism and the Humanist Association of Canada.

On Thursday, July 7, The Bertrand Russell Archives at McMaster
University will be open to those who wish to spend time there. Russell
Archivist Ken Blackwell is looking forward to providing an interesting program
for visitors from the conference. Hamilton is an easy drive from Toronto.
On Thursday evening, the BRS board will meet; this will be followed by a
reception in which BRS members can meet and socialize with members of the
other co-hosting groups.

On Friday morning, a plenary session will address "The Positive Reach
of Humanism--An Agenda for the Twenty-first Century." This will be followed
by lunch and a special luncheon speaker. In the afternoon there will be
concurrent sessions which will involve members of the Russell Society. Papers
will be read by the recipients of the 1994 Young Scholar Awards. Friday
evening will be unstructured so attendees can enjoy the sights of Toronto on
their own.

Saturday's opening plenary session will focus on Russell's theme of
the good life. The Bertrand Russell Society will be represented by Gladys
Leithauser on this panel. Lunch will be followed by additional concurrent
sessions including a debate between John Novak and myself on Dewey versus
Russell on religion. The Society business meeting will also take place on
Saturday afternoon.

Saturday evening will begin with the traditional Red Hackle Hour and
will end with an Awards banquet. Paul Kurtz will make a major address.

Sunday morning's plenary session will be followed by an optional trip
to Buffalo to visit the headquarters of Free Inquiry.

The meeting will take place in the Chestnut Park Hotel--a reasonably
priced facility which will be an improvement on the usual university dormitory
experience.

Registration details are included in this newsletter. I would like
to see everyome in Toronto because this joint meeting will be an enjoyable
one. Come support the work of Bertrand Russell on this special occasion.

Also in this newsletter is a membership renewal application. The
majority of last year's members have renewed but there are many who have not.
If you were an early renewer, I would like to thank you for your continued
support. The Bertrand Russell Society depends on its members for its
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continued existence. The only funding the Society has are dues and donations,
I would like to offer special thanks to the many members who included a
contribution to the Society with their dues. Such contributions ease the way
of the Society in meeting its financial obligations. Our major expenses
include the BRS mnewsletter, the cost of subscriptions to Russell, and the
subsidy we provide for the annual meeting.

1f you have not renewed, I urge you to do so. In a world constantly
bombarded by what Russell called "the herd instinct,” the need to maintain
an organization dedicated to the work of perhaps the greatest rationalist of
the twentieth century remains critical. Please send in your dues payment
today if you have not already dome so. Help provide for the continued work
of keeping Russell scholarship viable. 1 look forward to hearing from you.

(2) CONRAD RUSSELL ON RELIGION

These thoughts of Conrad
Russell (BR's son, the 5th Earl
Russell) on religion appeared
in the February 1994 issue of
New Humanist, a publication
of the Rationalist Press Asso-
ciation.

We are indebted to Tim Madigan
of the Council for Democratic
and Secular Humanism for pro-
viding this article to us.

It might also be noted that
the original article included
an attractive photograph of
Conrad Russell.

CONRAD RUSSELL

IT SEEMS superfluous to tell readers that 1 was not brought
up a Christian. My early memories include such things as
listening to my father's debate with Father Coplestoné, when
1 was eight. | remember, too, my father’s amusement at a fan
letter which claimed that “the Jesuit’s morbid pronunciation of
‘Gud’ robbed me of all belief in said being™. I was familiar, from
an early age with such awkward questions as where Cain's wife
came from. Yet, at the same time, 1 grew up aware of religion
as a language in which people have described experience which
is not confined to the religious, and with a good working
knowledge of the Bible as 2 document to be read in the same
spirit as Herodotus or Homer. I have known for as long as |
can remember that the Devil can quote scripture.

Like many others, 1 began to experiment with other ideas
around the age of fifteen, but, though I was tempted by religion
for a while, 1 could not square the world as I saw it with an

omnipotent and benevolent creator. The move back to the denial -

of religion with which I started was heliped by a growing
awarencss of the monopolist tendency in most forms of organised
religion. That awareness has been constantly decpened by my
work as a historian. Samuel Butler was quite right that the Civil
War was one in which people tried:

To prove their doctrine orthodox
By apostolic blows and knocks.

Since the itch to intolerance is so deep in the human being,
a doctrine which gives us divine excuses for indulging it is very
harmful indeed. The State Department, in 1990, decided that
the troubles in the Caucasus were less serious than those in the
Raltic, because they were “only religious™. They could not have
heen more wrong. The urge to monopoly is very near the essence
of religion. Unfortunately. it is not confined to the religious.
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(3) ON PAUL ARTHUR SCHILPP

RSN 80, November 1993, reported on the death on September 6, 1993 of Paul
Arthur Schilpp, a BRS Board member, celebrated philosopher, and editor of "The
Library of Living Philosophers.” BRS member Steve Maragides sent us this
clipping from the Winter 1994 issue of Northwestern Perspective [Northwestern
University, Evanston, Illinois], p. 40. Steve noted that he was pleased to
see that this obituary specifically mentioned the BRS Award among Prof.
Schilpp's many honors.

Paul A. Schilpp (G22), 96, of Carbon-  explore the ideas of the 20th Gold Medal of Phi Beta Kappa, the
date, lIl., internationally reanowned century's great thinkers, including Bertrand Russell Society Award,
philosopher and author and former Albert Einstein, George Santayana,  lectureships both in the United
professor of philosophy at North- John Dewey, Bertrand Russell and  States and abroad and honorary
waestern (1936-65). Sept. 6, 1993. A Jean-Paul Sartre. degrees from Kent State University,
distinguished professor emeritus Schilpp's books include three SIUC and Springfield College in
at Southern Hiinois University at written during his tenure at North- Massachusetts.
Carbondale, Schilpp was honored in  western: Kant's Precritical Ethics, He is survived by his wife,
1389 by the American Philosophical The Quest for Religious Realism Madelon Golden Schilpp (CAS45);
Associstion for his 21-volume and Contemporary Morality. daughters Margot, Ema Bimson
Library of Living Philosophers. He Among dozens of honors received (CAS40) and Marjorie Goodere; and
created the series to definitively throughout his career were the sons Erich, Robert and Walter.

%) REMINISCENCES OF PAUL ARTHUR SCHILPP

In RSN 80, we invited readers to consider submitting reminiscences of Prof.
Schilpp to the newsletter. We are happy now to be able to offer this memoir
by BRS member Shohig Sherry Terzian of Los Angeles. Ms. Terzian was Librarian
and Director of the Mental Health Information Service of the Neuropsychiatric
Institute of the University of California at Los Angeles from 1961 to 1986.
She was also a faculty member of the UCLA Department of Psychiatry and Bio-
behaviorial Sciences. Following her memoir is Prof. Schilpp's October 13,
1950 letter to Ms. Terzian. This letter is illustrative of Prof. Schilpp's
pleasant, conversational writing style. Also noteworthy is the 1list of
"Library of Living Philosophers" volumes either published or in preparation
as of 1950. Our thanks to Ms. Terziam.

Dr. Paul Arthur Schilpp: My Reminiscences
By Shohig Sherry Terzian
The news of the death of Dr. Paul Arthur Schilpp has brought back

many memories of my association with him in connection with the Santayana
volume in "The Library of Living Philosophers” series. And I even had
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a chance to discuss something about it with Bertrand Russell!

To back track to 1939, I 1learned that '"The Library of Living
Philosophers" had been initiated with a volume on John Dewey and that the
second volume would be on George Santayana with Dr. Schilpp continuing
at the helm as Editor. He was seeking contributors which impelled me to
drop him a line at Northwestern University, expressing my interest and
offering my services.

Looking back over the years, I realize that it was quite forward of
me to do it but I couldn't resist, considering my experiences. I had
written my honors' thesis at Radcliffe on George Santayana which received
honorable mention in the Sohier Prize of Harvard's Department of English.
And Santayana had done me the honor to read my thesis personally and offer
constructive comments which inspired me, of course. It lead to some
exchange of letters and I aimed to visit him in Italy. I was finally able
to take time out to travel to Europe from my home in New York City.

But a reminder that the year was 1939. No sooner did I land in Paris
than the infamous Hitler-Stalin Pact was signed and war became imminent.
I spent most of my time trying to book passage to NYC on the few available
ships instead of being stranded in wartime Europe like so many Americans.
I made it back to NYC and soon afterwards met Dr. Schilpp.

His letter was full of warmth and encouragement. He had been
delighted to hear from me and suggested a meeting at Columbia University
at a special function honoring John Dewey. It was an exciting experience
for a novice like me working at a beginner's job at Columbia to mingle
with 1leaders in philosophy. Dr. Schilpp immediately appraised my
qualifications as a possible contributor to the Santayana volume. Even
though I wasn't yet an academic, nevertheless I offered a background that
would suit his needs. Of course, I had been exposed to the writings of
Santayana and worked in a library at Columbia which meant, to Dr. Schilpp,
that I could contribute as a bibliographer of a comprehenmsive listing for
the Santayana volume, the second in "The Library of Living Philosophers"
series.

Dr. Schilpp was a born dedicated teacher and, as I was to learn
later, teaching meant a great deal to him. Time was of the essence since
the volume was to appear in 1940; I had a full-time job but after my
European experiences, and disappointment in not meeting Santayana, I
overcame various obstacles with Dr. Schilpp's direction. He couldn't
offer me a salary but I was to submit bills for miscellaneous expenses.
After all, mine was a labor of love. Even though I wasn't yet an
academic, I was on the fringe and it certainly became a learning
experience.

Dr. Schilpp kept .in constant touch and answered my queries promptly.
And he proved to be an amazing sleuth for over a decade later, he tracked
me down in Los Angeles with the same warmth and enthusiasm. It had to
do with a second revised edition of the Santayana volume. Between Septem-—
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ber 1950 and the following year when the volume finally appeared, we must
have exchanged double the amount of correspondence! For Dr. Schilpp was
to be "more than 10,000 miles away from home working on the Radhakrishnan
volume of our LIBRARY." "It would give me a good deal of mental
satisfaction and relief," he added, "if I could know that this particular
job of the Santayana bibliography was in your good hands."

Interestingly enough, Dr. Schilpp contributed an essay to The Courage
to Grow Old (New York, Ballantine Books, 1989) which is entitled "At 92."
It is the last contribution in a book edited by Phillip Berman containing
reflections of 41 prominent seniors. He reiterates his love of teaching
and hopes to be remembered as a teacher. 1In my own case, he taught me to
tackle a tough assignment virtually alone but in an area which meant a
great deal to me. And it gave me the greatest pleasure to have the honor
of relating it to Bertrand Russell whom I met unexpectedly when he was
involved in a controversy at the City College of New York.

The segment of City College was located in my old neighborhood, on
East 23rd Street in Manhattan where I had often roller skated up and down
the block. This time, I was entering to crash whatever lecture was taking
place honoring Lord Russell. Instead, he appeared while I was waiting
from him. Without fear or trepidation, I went directly up to him, intro-
duced myself, shook his hand, and started talking to him about my work
on Santayana! Bertrand Russell was so serene, so charming, such a good
listener. Yes, he agreed, Santayana was a great man, a great philosopher,
and he wished me success in my future work on him. I shall always
remember and will feel indebted to Dr. Paul Arthur Schilpp for his
encouragement and assistance in my early start.

The bibliographic citations are as follows: Schilpp, Paul Arthur,
ed. The Philosophy of George Santayana. Evanston and Chicago,
Northwestern University, 1940 (Library of Living Philosophers, vol. 2),
"Bibliography of the Writings of George Santayana: 1880-1940" (with
Index), pp. 607-678. 2nd ed., New York, Tudor Publishing Company, 1951,
"Bibliography of the Writings of George Santayana: 1880-1951," pp. 607-
690. Another edition: LaSalle, Illinois, Open Court, 2nd ed., 1951, 2nd
printing, 1971.

Bertrand Russell's essay is entitled "The Philosophy of Santayana."
His whereabouts are given as Fallen Leaf Lodge, Lake Tahoe, California.
Santayana's lengthy reply to all of his critics in the volume is called
"Apologia Pro Mente Sua." 1In referring to Russell's essay, Santayana
states that "as was to be expected, his well-known incisiveness and wit
have been softened by kindness, and also enlightened by old acquaintance.
He can interpret my writings by his direct knowledge of my ways...." Dr.
Schilpp included a facsimile of page one of Santayana's "Apologia" and as
an addendum, a facsimile page of Santayana's letter of October 21, 1940
to him about his review thereby concluding the "Apologia." It was
exciting to be a part of an important volume which Dr. Schilpp succeeded
in creating against wartime restrictions and obstacles and I, for one,
will continue to feel grateful to him for the invaluable experience.
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THE LIBRARY OF LIVING PHILOSOPHERS, INC.
PATL ARTHUR SCEILPE. Borven

e Vavorvaran R ke
Womrwwasrsas Dwrvasarey
Fvasron, Liumon

VYOME PUBLISHED: October 13, 1950
The Phitamepby of
data Duwey (107}
Tis Phikosonier of Miss Shohig Terzian
Goorgs Samovans (198) 359 South Cochran Aveme
1o v o los Azngeles 26, California
Alired Nerth Whitshwed {19%41) w wm, T.mm:
Tio Pulesesly of Thank you very much indeed for your kind and progpt letter of
6. £ Mowrs (WQ) October 10th, to which I basten to reply.
The Prilasepivy of

Pirst of all, let me congrstulate you on your good sense in

Sectoond bl (135} choosing such & wonderful climte and state for your more permanent

The Pilesaply of place of abodel (Having lived for thirteen years in California, oy-
Sonat Comirer (190) self, I know what I'm talking about.)
Aliert Eastole: NHeedless to say, I am delighted to'lnow that you will be 80 kind
PodesaphonScioutit (1947) as to undartake the arduous task of bringing the Ssntaysna Bibliography
VOUMIES tH MBPARATION: up to date for us for ths second edition, It is good for me to know
that this task 4is in the same careful and interested hands which did

The Puilemepiy of such an excellent job in the first editiom.
Sosvdatte Cram .
a

The Pilesesdy of you toomuch time for this undertaking, Since September 10th, the
Sarraeell Nedhairishase Tuder Puhlishing Company of Kew York City have become the printers

The Mileuphy of and distributors of cur series, and it is they who will not only
Karl Jospens publish all future volmses of ouwr LIERARY, but will alec reprint

~ ” volumes in the ssries mow out of print. According toths latest word
— I bave from tham, they are hoping to publish the Santayans volume in
doumens Masliole Pebruary, 1951l. If this scheduls should actually be lived up to, I

to your request concerning the manuscript of Dominations and Powers, let me
nm:wm:IMthchmm!ammgaﬁmamt. My guess is
that it will do no good to ask him persomally for the likely date of publication of the
book, I shall, therefors, write a note directly to Santayana's publishers in New York
(Scritner's) and ask them for the likely dste of publication. As soon as I have this
information, I shall forward it to you. .

Unfortunately, it is almost certain that our journey to India will go via Burops,
and I shall, therefore, not be able to avail myself of the pleasure of sesing you in L.A.

Thanking you again for your kind helpfulness and contimed cooperation, I remain,
a3 ever,
Cordially and gretefully yours,

PAS: J»

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD:  Guoarge P. Adams (U. of Califorsia), Fritz Kavimean {U. of Bufislo), Comelius Krwsé {Wasleyan University], Richerd .
McKoon {U. of Chicago), Arther E. Murphy [Comell University], Herbert W. Schasider (Columbie University}.

5) CAN YOU HELP FIND A BR EDUCATION BOOK?

Sharon Morrison (1650 Barnmes Mill Road; #2412; Marietta, GA 30062; USA), who
recently joined the BRS, asks for help in locating a copy of Russell's On
Education, Especially in Early Childhood (British title), also known as Educa-
tion and the Good Life (U.S. title). Ms. Morrison writes, "I have had a
search from a [book] service for over 6 months and am still in search. I had
a copy and one of my professors lost in on 2 plane! 1I've been heart-broken
since 1990 over it and wanted to know if you could help me." Can you help her?
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(6) THE JULY 1994 ANNUAL MEETING

In 1994 the BRS departs from its customary annual meeting mid-June date. This
year the annual meeting will take place in Toronto, Ontario, Canada from
Thursday, July 7 through Sunday, July 10. Mark your calendars!- And make
plans to attend now!

Another major difference this year is that the BRS annual meeting will be held
in cooperation with The Council for Democratic and Secular Humanism (CODESH)
and The Humanist Association of Canada. We are indebted to Tim Madigan and
other CODESH officials for assisting us with this year's annual meeting
planning and registration work.

Please be sure to read/reread BRS President Michael Rockler's comments on
page 2 concerning the annual meeting. Then please review the meeting
announcement /registration form accompanying this newsletter. Another re-
duced-size copy is provided below for your reference after you have mailed in
your registration form. MORE DETAILS IN THE MAY 1994 RSN. SEE YOU IN TORONTO!

.

You are cordially invited to attend the 2nd meeting of the w
Coalition for Secular Humanism, Atheism, and Freethought

“The Good Life - A Humanist Perspective”

The good life is one inspired by love and guided by knowledge. -Bertrand Russell
Co-Hosted by: The Bertrand Russell Society, The Council for Democratic and Secular Humanism,
and The Humanist Association of Canada

Thursday, July 7, to Sunday, July 10, 1994
at the Chestnut Park Hotel, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
(in the ;hjrt of downtown Tomm)_

CONFERENCE PROGRAM

;NN L X )

Inquiry, Box 664,
14226. To charge by phone call

i

[

ble room
tates please make checks
fax t0 716-636-1733.
Residents of Canads, please make cheques payable

Exp.

Residents of the United St

10 the Humanist Association of Canada

payable and retumn to Free
Buffalo, NY
1.800-458-1366, or
116 Ravenscrest D

and retum

2:00 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.; Humanist Associstion of Canada Genersl Meeting
5:30 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.: Russell Society Board Meeting
7:30 P.M. - 11:00 P.M.: Welcoming Reception

after June 1) per person.

ife: A Humanist Perspective”

conference discount rate of $79 Canadisn single/doul

person(s). (includes lunch and visit 1o Niagara Falls)

20 U.S. / $22 Canadian per person.
). $20 U.S. / $22 Canadian per person.

$30 U.S. / $40 Canadian per person.

9:00 AM. - NOON: H.ENARYSESS!ON:'IEWMUWMAMMM:MW
NOON - 2:00 P.M.: Luncheon (speaket 10 be annonced)

2:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.: 4 Concurren: Sessions (Reflecting the interests of Coslition groups)

5:00 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.: CSHAFT Bosrd Mecting

6:30 P.M. - ¥: Toronto on your own

SATURDAY, LY S
9:00 AM. - NOON: PLENARY SESSION: "What is the Good Life? A Coalition Perspective”
NOON - 2:00 P.M.: Lancheon (spesker to be announced)
2:00 P.M. « 5:00 P.M.: 4 Concurrent Sessions (Reflecting the interests of Coslition groups)
6:00P.M. - 7:00P. M. Red Hackle Hour (Bertrand Russell's favorite scoich will be served)
7:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.: Awards Banquet: Keynote Speaker - Dr. Robert Buckman, Host of TV-Ontario’s Yital Signs.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
9:00 AM. - 11:00 AM.: CLOSING SESSION
8:30 AM. -c:mru:wmmwrm:mmwmsmnmmm and
Niagara Falls.

State/Province

—-----------_--_-
Daylime phone

person(s’
person(s).

MasterCard or Visa #,

person(s). §:

person(s).

$60 U.S. /$75 Canadian
¢” 1o receive the

1 (we) plan to attend “The Good L

$40 U.S. / $50 Canadian per person.
For accommodations at the Chestnut Park Hotel, please call 1-416-977-5000.

$50 U.S. / $65 Canadian (
O Friday Luncheon for

O Sunday Bus Trip to Buffalo for

DOCheques enclosed. / CICharge my

Name(s)
Address
City

O Early registration for

) Saturday Luncheon for

O Saturday Banquet for
Mention “Humanist Conferenc

QYES,

Zip/Postal Code

fve, Etobicoke,

_/

Ontario M9B SN3.

For further details call Tim Madigan at 716-636-7571.
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(7 ABOUT THE RUSSELL JOURNAL

One of the best things about BRS membership is that each member receives the
semiannual publication Russell: The Journal of the Bertrand Russell Archives.
For many years edited by Russell Archivist Kenneth Blackwell, Russell is a
distinguished scholarly production featuring articles, book reviews, and
research news. The BRS is pleased to enjoy a good relationship with the
Russell Archives and to further Russell scholarship by increasing the
distribution of Russell.

The latest issue (New series, vol. 13, no. 1, Summer 1993) appeared in January
1994. It offers a variety of fine scholarly articles and other features.

From time to time the BRS receives inquiries from members about their mailings
of Russell. Sometimes an inquiry is based on a member not having received
an issue that has been published and is due to him or her. Usually this
situation results either from a postal problem or because the BRS has not been
able to inform the Russell Archives in a timely manner about a new member,
the late renewal of a current member, or an address change. Sometimes,
though, members may be inquiring somewhat too soon. It is not wunusual in
scholarly periodical publishing for a particular issue to appear a
considerable time after the scheduled time, i.e. one or more months following
the month, season, or year specified on the issue. Editing, printing, and
mailing a scholarly journal is a complex undertaking, and there can be
numerous good reasons for publication delays. In the case of the Russell
Archives, whose staff has been reduced to one (the editor), there were
recently special difficulties. But help has been enlisted outside the
department, and Russell will soon be back on schedule.

In any case, Russell is published and mailed by the Russell Archives and the
McMaster University Library Press, not by the BRS. Members should therefore
address any inquiry relating to problems with their journal mailings to

The Editor, Russell
Bertrand Russell Archives
McMaster University Library
Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L6
Canada

The BRS thanks all members for their cooperation on this matter.

(8) "THE HOUSE OF LORDS IS AN ANACHRONISM"

Thanks to Thom Weidlich for alerting us to the November 9, 1993 Wall Street

Journal article (pp. 1, 10), "Noble Lifers; The House of Lords Is an Anachron-
ism that is without Peer; Even Scandal Can't Unseat Members, a Diverse Lot,
Still Mostly a Men's Club; Unaccountable No-Accounts."” The lengthy article
briefly refers to Bertrand Russell and quotes Conrad Russell.
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(9 BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION RESULTS

We thank all members who mailed in Board election ballots. Eight Board members
were elected for three year terms beginning January 1, 1994. These six were
elected as their names were on the ballot and each received many votes:

IRVING ANELLIS ROBERT DAVIS BOB JAMES
PAUL PFALZNER CHANDRAKALA PADIA HARRY RUJA

These two were elected through write-in votes:
NICHOLAS GRIFFIN JOHN SHOSKY

Congratulations to our new or reelected Directors! We hope to see them—--as
well as all other Directors and many other BRS members—-at our July 1994 an-
nual meeting in Toronto.

(10) DEATH OF JOHN SOMERVILLE

We regret to report the death of John Somerville on January 8, 1994. Dr.
Somerville received the 1987 Bertrand Russell Society Award (incorrectly
referred to below as the Bertrand Russell Peace Award). We thank Robert Davis,
who furnished this obituary from the Los Angeles Times.

8 John Somervilie; Peace Activist, Phllosopher

John Somerville, 88, internationally known philosopher and peace
activist who earned the Bertrand Russell Peace Award and the Gandhi
Peace Prize. Born in New York City, Somerville earned three degrees
from Columbia University and taught three decades at the City University
of New York before moving to Southern California in 1967. Five of his 10
books on peace and philosophy were translated into Swedish, Danish,
German, Russian and Japanese. Somerville coined and publicized the word
omnicide as a warning against nuclear bombing..In his 70s, Somerville
switched to writing plays, including “The Crisis,” which dealt with ethical
issues involved in President John F. Kennedy’s handling of the 1962
Cuban missile crisis. He won the Gandhi award given by the Connecticut-
based group Promoting Enduring Peace in 1986 and the Russell award
earlier. Somerville founded several peace organizations, including Inter-
national Philosophers for Prevention of Nuclear Omnicide. On Jan. 8 in
San Diego.

(1) HUMCOM XIV

News has reached us of HUMCON XIV, sponsored by the Alliance of Humanist,
Atheist, and Ethical Culture Organizations of Los Angeles, to be held September
30-October 2, 1994 in Long Beach, California on the Queen Mary. Steve Allen
is scheduled to participate. For more information, telephone Reuben Heller
in Long Beach at 310-271-9989. It will be a shipload of freethinkers!
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(12) 1994 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Many thanks to those members who renewed their memberships for 1994 in a
timely manner. Doing so helps us reduce our paperwork and the need to remind
members to renew. But if you haven't renewed for 1994, this February RSN is
being sent to you as a courtesy and as a renewal reminder. If you haven't
renewed, please refer to the "Bertrand Russell Society 1994 Membership Renewal
Coupon" accompanying this newsletter.

We also would like to express our great appreciation to the following members
who included a contribution with their renewal dues. Thanks to each of you!

1994 Contributors

Lee and Jan Eisler Harry Ruja J. Scotland Gallo
James Woodrow Michael Rockler Michael H. Malin
John F. Schaak Earl Hansen Whitfield Cobb
Timothy S. St. Vincent Stephen J. Reinhardt Jay Aragona
Robert T. James Dong-In Bae Linda Egendorf
Deborah Bohnert Warren Allen Smith Charles W. Hill
Michael Brady Gladys Leithauser Herbert Lansdell
Edward L. Prichard Ronald H. Yuccas David Goldman
David Hart Philip M. Lecompte Charles L. Weywand

David M. Daugharty

(13) WALTER ARNSTEIN'S INTERVIEW WITH RUSSELL

Members Whitfield Cobb, David J. Meltz, and Steve Shafer brought to our
attention Walter L. Arnstein's article, "My Interview with Bertrand Russell,"
appearing in The American Scholar, vol. 63, no. 1, Winter 1994, pp. 123-129.
Dr. Arnstein is a Professor of History and Jubilee Professor of the Liberal
Arts and Sciences at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Among his
other noteworthy publications is the book The Bradlaugh Case concerning the
problems faced by Charles Bradlaugh, Member of Parliament, who was nearly
denied his seat in 1880 because of his freethinking views. Dr. Arnstein's
BR interview occurred on March 25, 1957, while he was researching Bradlaugh
materials in Britain and decided to approach Russell himself on his knowledge
of Bradlaugh and related matters. The article is well worth reading and
should be available in many larger public and university libraries.

(14) RUSSELL EPIGRAPH IN CIVIL WAR BOOK

Bob Womack's Call Forth the Mighty Men (Bessemer, Alabama: Colonial Press,
1987), a book about the U.S. Civil War, uses this BR quotation as an epi-
graph: "But war is only the final flower of an evil tree."
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(15) BRS LIBRARY

We thank Tom Stanley, BRS Librarian, for preparing this report.

The Society library sells and lends books, audiotapes, videotapes. and other
materials by and about Russell. Please direct BRS library inquiries and
requests to Tom Stanley, Box 434, Wilder, VT 05088.

The following lists books for sale. H-Cloth, otherwise paperback. Prices
are postpaid. Please send check or money order {(U.S. funds only) payable to
the "Bertrand Russell Society" to Tom Stanley.

By Bertrand Russell:

Appeer—~to--the—American—Conmscience.[Out.of. Stock]...... e eneeaeeenaeenn $3+t5
Authority and the Individual....cccecscsnses heeseessssasesssssesceananns 7.95
HasS MAN @ FULUIE? cceecrssonsovoavscscosssncssascsssscsosanscaseossscaasces H..8.00
History of the World in Epitome.........................................1.00
In Praise Of IdAleneSS.ccceccccorconcsnsasccnncnnascs ceseseccsssteacasacana 7.95
My Philosophical Development.....c.ccsececececoccsccssoscsscsssescsasssascsac 7.95
Political JdealS...ccccemncocacen tesessevsecssescsssesesasacassssssresasls95

Power: A New Social Analysis............................................8.95
Principles of SoCial RECONSLIUCEIiON.cceccscoccccoavesssanssosaccsaoncnnasledd
Roads~—bso-Freedom. JOUL.0f. 860CK].ceeeecrinaiiiiiiiiiiiiaieeaen, vee . EeB0-
Sceptical Essays........................................................8.95

By Other Authors:

Bertrand RussSell,1872-1970...ccecescscssncvocsasassnssesnsasensassoscsss$le50
Bertrand Russell's America, Vol. 2, 1945-1970 edited
by Barry Feinberg and Ronald KasrilS...eeccececcossessosnsscccnsscosseade95
Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary of B.R.........H..9.00
Into the Tenth Decade: A Tribute to Bertrand RuSS@ll.....cc.cceecsssssee 5.00
Liberty and Social Transformation: A Study in Bertrand
Russell's Political Thought by Chandrakala Padia.......cesoseessess0..H.11.50
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words.....cceese--+.6.75
Mr. Wilson Speaks 'Frankly and Fearlessly' on Vietnam to B.R.cecevvcee....2.00

Recent acquisitions of materials available for loan:

Bertrand Russell's Philosophy of Logical Atomism by Wayne Patterson.
“Russell's philosophy of logical atomism has had a major influence on the

development of analytic philosophy. The essential features of this atomism
vere presented in eight lectures delivered by Russell in 1919. This book is
an exposition of those lectures for readers vith minimal philosophical
training, the aim being to provide a sound understanding of the problems
which Russell addresses as well as an avareness of the acceptability of his
proposed solutions. Easily grasped examples are used to aid the exposition,
but over-simplification of difficult problems is avoided.” 364 pp. 1993
Peter Lang Publishing, 62 West 45th Street, New York, N.Y. $29.95.

Bertrand Russell's Philosophy of Education by William Hare. (audiocassette)
In "Twentieth Century Philosophy of Education", edited by Hare. Includes

essays on Dewey, Scheffler and Peters. 60 Minutes. Available from School
of Education, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 3J5. $12.95 pp.

Russell and Spinoza: Free thoughts on the love of God by Frans van Zetten.
20 pp. 1991 Stiff paper wraps. Available from Eburon, Postbus 2867, 2601 CW
Delft, Netherlands. $7.00 postpaid.

"Joseph Conrad and Bertrand Russell: New Light on their Relationship” by
Oven Knowles. Offprint fom Journal of Modern Literature. 15 pp.

e e e ——————

"Bertrand Russell's Search for certainty in religion and mathematics" by
Stefan Andersson. Prize paper read at the 1993 annual meeting. 13 pp.

»Russell, The Individual and Society" by Tyler Roberts. Prize paper read at
the 1993 annual meeting. 16 pp.
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(16)

Although the

these U.S. members,

summarizing new rules for documenting charitable contributions,
In accordance with these new provisions, the BRS will
U.S. member contributing $250

tributions to the BRS.
gladly send a letter of acknowledgement to any

BRS membership
substantial majority resides in the United

RUSSELL SOCIETY NEWS, No. 81

includes people

we provide this U.S.

or more in a given year.

Charnitable Contributions -

————— A ——

UNDER THE NEW LAW, CHARITIES WILL NEED TO PRO-
VIDE NEW KINDS OF INFORMATION TO DONORS. Failure to
do 30 may result in denial of deductions to donors and the tmposition of
penalues on charities.

Legislation signed into law by the President on August 10, 1993. con-
uimnnmnbadﬁmifuuwiﬁmnﬂe:ﬁqmmw
organizations

DECEMBER 31, 1993,

Charities need to familiarize themselves with these tax lsw changes in
order to bring o ki ‘This Publication alests you
nmwmmn«wmm.u
forth below are bricf descriptions of the new law's key provisions. The

The written substantiation should aiso note whether the donee organiza-
nonprovidadmygoodsormvmsmconsndemlmmwhol:ounpan.
hwmwmﬁm.mwwummwm-(anm
uunmeollh:vtluofd\egoodsoruwm.lmbemwhwtheum
referred t0 as “quid pro quo contributions.™

Planse note that there is 8 new lsw requiring charities to furnish
disclosure statements 10 dowors for such quid pro quo donations in
exceas of $75. This is addramed in the next section regarding Di
sure By Charity.
umm«mmmwdwmumwmﬁu,
the statemens should indicate this, but the stastement need aot describe of
Mm“duvﬂmdumﬁn.“m@ﬂeuhﬁm
benefits™ are also discussed in the ng section on Di By
Charity. 1f, o the other hand. the donor received nothing in return for
the contribusion, the written substantiation TBust 30 state.

mFuulhwmimheﬁeanﬂy.ifmevdmdmimm
umdlﬁzmmﬁm.mmmmeifm
wﬂwnwmvﬁumcmmgm
deduction.
bution of $250 or more from & taxp or furnish p 3

iating contributions of $250 or more.

Intemal Revenue Service plans 10 provide further guidance in the aear
future.

Donor's Substantiation Requirements

A R A —

Documenting Certais Ch Contributiens. — Beginning Janu-
uyl.l”‘.mdeﬂnimwillhedlowdm&rmlmofmm-
nat R Code for sny charitabk ib of $250 or more un-
Jess the donor has contemporancous written substantiation from the
Mq.hmwmmmmmmwmmu
donor in exchange for making the contribution. this COMEMPOTANBOUs
writien acknowiedgement must include 8 good faith estimate of the
value of such goods or services. Thus, taxpayers may no longer rely
welym:mlucmwm:whwmdsm
or more.

The mast be " That is. it must be ob-
mwmmmummmummuyﬁum-
tum for the tax year in which the contribution was made. I the reum is
filed after the due date or extended due date, then the substantiation
must have been  obtained by the due date or extended due date.

The responsibility for obtaining this substantiation lies with the do-
w.whonuﬂmmummm.mchuiyhmmw
10 record or report this information to the IRS on behalf of donors.
The legisiation provides that substantiation will got be required if, in
d with regulations p ibed by the S Y. the chanty
mwynmmswmmmwmupwwinu
written substantiation. At present, there are no regulations estsblishing
proced: for direct reporting by charities to the IRS of itable con-
tributions made in 1994. Consequently, charities and donors should be
d ide/obtain the ibed subsiantianon for 1994 contri-

prepared (o P
butions of $250 or more.
There is no prescribed format for the wrinien acknowledgement. For
ie. letters, p rds or comp B d forms may be accept-
able. The acknowledgement does not have 10 include the donor's social
security or ux identification number. It must, however, provide wffi-
crent information to substantiate the amount of the deductible cor fibu-
tion. The acknowledgement should note the smount of any cash contri-
bution. However, if the donation is in the form of property. then the
a 2 must ibe. but need not value, such property.
v of the donated property is the ibility of the donor.

mmnw-mmmn
mwhmummmmm.
the Service is authorized 10 extablish anti-sbuse rules 10 prevent svoid-
ance of the iath -, by taxpsyers writing scp
smalier checks on the same date.

1f donations are made through peyroli deductions, the deduction from
each paycheck is regarded as & P
Amuwmmmmw.m
myuubp»mw-ﬁuhmumnmw~
mens of tax lisbiliry under section 6701 of the Code.

Disclosure by Charity of Receipt of
Quid Pro Quo Contribution

wmx,lm.mmmsnsdmwm-
enve Code, 3 charitable organization must provide & written disclosure
statement 80 donors who make 8 psyment, described as 8 “quid pro quo
contribution.” in excess of $75. This requirement is separste from the

N Sacion required for ability as di "

purp

mmmmmmemmmmm
tion must be careful 10 satisfy the section 6115 wrinten disclosure state-
ment requircment in a timely manner of the penalties & d
Ammwmnlpmlmm!yulmm
mmymmwmmﬁwwmmwmmxm
mkdlmﬁmmeﬂﬁhﬁmhmmmﬁvaum-
hySlthfwlmnmvdMum.hﬂﬁseh

ample, $60 would be ible. B the donor's p (quid pro
mmm)wns.mmmmmmmwurw-

Mmmu%mmumﬂs.

the Service is ized to develop anti-abuse

ruies to prevent avoid of this di qui in
such as the writing of multi checks for the same transaction.

The ired writien must:

(1) inform the donor that the amount of the contribution that is de-

States.

INCOME TAX NEWS FOR U.S. BRS MEMBERS

from numerous
For the information of
Internal Revenue Service mnotice

)

February 1994

countries, a

such as con-

ductible for federal income tax pusposes is iimited to the excess
of any money (and the value of any property other than money)
contributed by the donor over the value of goods or services pro-
vided by the chanty, and

provide the donor with a good-faith estimate of the value of the
goods or services that the conor received.

The charity must fumish the siatement in connection with either the
solicitation or the receipt of the quid pro quo contribution. If the disclo~
sure statement is furnished in connection with a particular solicitation. it
is not necessary for the organization to provide another statement when
the associated contribution is actually received

The disclosure must be in writing and must be made in a manner that is
reasonabiy likely to come to the anention of the donor. For example, a
disclosure in smali print within a larger document might not meet this
requirement.

In the following three circumstances, the disclosure swatement is not
required.

1)

@)

3)

‘Where the only goods or services given to a donor meet the stan-
dards for “insubstantial value™ set out in section 3.01, paragraph
2 of Rev. Proc. 90-12, 1990-1 C.B. 471, as amplified by section
2.01 of Rev. Proc. 92-49, 1992-1 C.B. 987 (or any updates or
revisions thereof);

‘Where there is no donative clement involved in a pasticular
transaction with a charity, such as in a typical museum gift shop
sale.

Where there is only an intangible religious benefit provided to
the donor. The intangible religious benefit must be provided to
the donor by an organization organized exclusively for religious
purposes, and must be of a type that generally is not sold in a
commercial transaction outside the donative coniext. An ex-
ample of an intangibie religious benefit would be admission to a
religious ceremony. The exception also generally applies to de
minimis tangible benefits, such as wine, provided in connection
with 8 religi y. The i ible relig! benefit ex-
ception, however, does not apply to such items as payments for
tuition for education leading to a recognized degree, or for travel
services, Or cansumer goods.

A penalty is imposed on charities that do not meet the disclosure re-
quirements. For failure to make the required disclosure in connection
with a quid pro quo contribution of more than $75, there is a penalty of
$10 per contribution, not 10 exceed $5,000 per fundraising event or
mailing. The charity may avoid the penalty if it can show that the failure
was due to reasonable cause.

Please note that the prevailing basic rule allowing donor deductions
only to the extent that the payment exceeds the fair market value of
the goods or services received in return still applies generally to all
quid pro quo contributions. The §75 threshold pertains only to the
obligation to disclose and the imposition of the $10 per contribution
penalty, not the rule oa deductibility of the payment.

Publkicaton 1771 (11-93)
cﬂlbﬂ Number 200540
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(17) FROM WARWICK T. HARRISON

Member Warwick T. Harrison wrote to us on December 4, 1993.
from his letter. Would anyone want to respond to the points he raised?

1 am writing this to tell you of 2 things with which I disagree with
Russell's views. He was an extremely great man and definitely right about
most things....

The 2 points on which I disagree with him are these:

Russell says, somewhere in his writings, "Why shouldn't the universe
always have been there?" Well, now we know it wasn't! There was a "Big
Bang" that scattered all the galaxies and gas clouds across space....

The second point 1 disagree with Russell is his non-belief in
something after death....I myself...[have] had a "death experience," and
it was wonderful! I'll never forget it....

...Everything I have ever read of Russell's makes complete sense to
me, except the 2 points I have made above. He was an extremely great man,
and I admire him greatly. I do not believe in the supernatural--only in
Lord Russell and in science in general. But even Russell speaks of our
spiritual values, and so do I!

(18) TREASURER'S REPORT

February 1994

Here are excerpts

BRS Treasurer Dennis Darland submitted these reports for the 4th Quarter of

1993 and for the whole of 1993.

BRS.93.REPORT page 1
BERTRAMD RUSSELL SOCIETY TREASURERS REPORT
BRS.493.REPORT page 1 Annual 1993

BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY TREASURERS REPORT Thursday, January 6, 1994 1:59 pa
4 Quarter 1993
Thursday, January 6, 1994 1:54 p»

Begianing bal $42725.23*
Beginning bal $3171.51

INCOME

Contributions $598.50
INCOME Interest $31.41
Contributions $0.00 Library Income $135.80
Interest $4.99 Meeting Fees $1002.95
Library Income $37.25 Misc Income $92.25
Meeting Fees $0.00 New Members $958.00
Misc Income $7.75 Renewals $4181.46
few Members $228.00 TOTAL $7000.37
Renewals 30.00
TOTAL $277.99

EXPENSES

Library Expense $47.81
EXPENSES Meetings $3228.21
Library Expemse $0.00 Menb & Info $4731.67
Meetings $400.00 Nisc Expenses $137.03
Mesb & Info $2110.54 RUSSELL Sub $2714.00
Misc Expenses $22.08 TOTAL $10858.72
RUSSELL Sub $0.00
TOTAL $2532.62

Final bal $916.88
Fimal bal $916.88 * Beginning balance refiects $2,772.00 of

1993 renewals deposited in December 1992.
1994 renewal are all being deposted

in 1994,
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(19) MAKING BR INTO AN AMERICAN

Bob Davis sent in this clipping from a recent Barnes & Noble book catalog.
It is a listing of two books, including Caroline Moorehead's Bertrand Russell:
A Life. Note that the blurb indicates that Russell was 'one of America's
greatest thinkers." Bob writes, "g & N has made BR an American!"

BERITRANMD
KU SSELI

ished papens &

many interviews, this umm:imemmo(mof

Amme greatest thinkers. (Viking) B&W photos.
H

B34S Pub. $30.00 NOW $27.00

(20) KEEPING BR BRITISH

Unlike the above ad, this ad from Dover Books doesn't mention anything right
or wrong about Russell's nationality. The catalog page on which this book
and sixteen other titles by other authors are described, in the category of
“"geience," leads off with "Nobel laureate Bertrand Russell's classic on
mathematical philosophy and other important works in new Dover editioms."
It's gratifying to see Russell's work lead the list of these authors including
Ptolemy, James Jean, Alfred Ayer, and Linus Pauling.

INTRODUCTION TO
MATHEMATICAL

Bertrand Russell PHILOSOPHY
) Bertrand Russell $6.95

Seminal work by great modem philoso-
pher and mathematician focuses on
certain issues of mathematical logic
Russell felt invalidated much traditional
and contemporary philosophy. Topics
include number, order, relations, limits
yn g and continuity, propositional functions,
INTRODUCTION TO descriptions and classes, more. Clear,
MATHEMATICAL accessible excursion into the realm
PHILOSOPHY where mathematics and philosophy
meet. Preface. Editor’s note. viii +

208pp. 5% x 84. (USO)
27724-0 Pa. $6.95

R e Lt
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(23) RAYMOND LEPPARD ON TRINITY AND RUSSELL

The celebrated English conductor, harpsichordist, and music editor Raymond
Leppard's new book, Raymond Leppard on Music: An Anthology of Critical and
Personal Writings (Thomas P. Lewis, editor; White Plains, New York: Pro/Am
Music Resources, Inc., 1993, 668 pp.) includes a sections of reminiscences
about life at Trinity College, Cambridge. Leppard studied there from 1948
to 1952. Here is a sampling of three page 388 paragraphs, including
references to Russell and thoughts on the academic and social atmosphere of
post-World War II Cambridge.

Crucial to the scheme of things was the participation of the senior
members, and my memory is that the Fellows of Trinity were, at the time,
a good deal more conscientious about it than in later years. They were
almost all readily available, and many of them entertained regularly in
their rooms. The most regular meetings were, of course, in the weekly
supervisions or seminars, but the extra-curricular meetings were often
just as rewarding, and, in retrospect, I think the Fellows 1 knew were
very generous with their time.

Trinity High Table really did have the most distinguished history
of any college in virtually all the disciplines and, though it was begin-
ning to fade after the war, the reputation of its intellectual standard
was still very high, and deservedly so. G.M. Trevelyan was Master and
the shades of G.E. Moore, Bertrand Russell and J.J. Thompson were in evi-
dence everywhere. Bertrand Russell came to dine sometimes, and I remem-
ber being invited to meet him after hall by, I think, Harry Holland, who
didn't much 1like him. I can't remember anything he said, only the
beaklike nose, the hair, the nasal voice, and the physical movements
remarkably agile in one so old.

The point about High Table was that you saw its members constantly
about the college, and could very easily see and speak with them more
intimately whenever the need arose. They, almost all, felt an obigation
to be available and take an interest in the undergraduates with whom, for
one reason or another, they came in contact. Nor did they overdo it--
they were just there and part of the place.

(24) RUSSELL AND THE RUSSELLS IN THE COLUMBIA ENCYCLOPEDIA

A new edition of The Columbia Encyclopedia has appeared (Fifth edition; New
York: Columbia University Press, 1993, 3,048 pp.). This superb book is perhaps
the finest one volume English language reference work. Among the 21 articles
covering persons, families, and places named Russell (e.g. basketball player
Bill Russell, astronomer Henry Norris Russell, singer/actress Lilian Russell,
and U.S. Senator Richard B. Russell) are these relating to Russell [English
noble family], Bertrand Russell, John Russell, and William Russell, appearing
on pages 2,375-2,377.
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Russell, English noble family. It first appeared prom-
inently in the reign of Henry VIIi when John Russell,
1st earl of Bedford, 14862-1555, rose to military and
dipiomatic importance. He was lord high steward and
lord keeper of the privy seal under Henry VIl and
Edward VI, was created 1st earl of Bedford in 1550,
and had a part in arranging the marriage of Mary |
to Philip 1l of Spain. He died possessing great wealth
and lands, which have remained in the family until
the 20th cent.; these now include Woburn Abbey and
large parts of Bloomsbury in London. His son, Francis
Russell, 2d earl of Bedford, 152721585, was an in-
fluential privy councilor under Elizabeth | and pres-
ident of the council of Wales. Francis Russell, 4th earl
of Bedford, 1593-1641, was the most important op-
ponent of Charles | in the House of Lords and was
the brightest hope for reconciliation between king and
Parliament when he suddeniy died in 1641. He also
began the draining of the Fens. William Russell, 5th
earl and 1st duke of Bedford, 16131700, fought first
for Parliament and then for the king in the civil war.
His son was Lord William Russell (see separate ar-
ticle). In 1694, when his son’s attainder was reversed,
the 5th earl was made duke of Bedford, a title that
had been held in the 15th cent. by John of Lancaster,
brother of King Henry V. John Russell, 4th duke of
Bedford, 1710-71, was one of the politicians who
attacked Robert Walpole and served in the cabinets
of Henry Pelham, duke of Newcastle, Lord Bute, and
George Grenville. He was the ieader of a faction of
Whig politicians, known as the Bedford group, which
had considerable electoral power. Francis Russell, 5th
duke of Bedford, 1765-1802, was a follower of
Charles James Fox and one of the friends of the prince
of Wales (later George 1V). His criticism of Edmund
Burke’s pension elicited Burke’s Letter to a Noble Lord
{1796). Bedford was a notable stockbreeder. One of
the most outstanding members of the family was the
5th duke’s nephew, John Russell, 1st Earl Russell (see
separate article). His grandson Bertrand Russell (see
separate article) became 3d Earl Russell. john Robert
Russell became 13th duke of Bedford in 1953. See
various studies of the family to 1771 by Gladys
Thomson, especially Two Centuries of Family History
(1930); Christopher Trent, The Russells (1966).

RUSSELL SOCIETY NEWS, No. 81

Russell, john Russell, 1st Earl, 1792-1878, Britisl

statesman; younger son of the 6th duke of Befond,
known most of his life as Lord John Russell. He be-
came a Whig member of Parliament in 1813 and soon
began his long career as a liberal reformer. He worked
for Catholic Emancipation, leading the attack on the
Test and Corporation acts, which were repealed in
1828. As paymaster general in the ministry of the 2
Ear! Grey, Russell helped prepare and introduce the
REFORM BiLL Of 1832. His advocacy of the reduction
of itish church revenues helped bring down the Whig
governmerit in 1834, but when the Whigs returned
to power (1835), Russell became home secrelary and
later secretary for war and the colonies (1839). In the
meantime he had given the name to the newly emerg-
ing LIBERAL PARTY and become one of its chief spokes-
men. Russell ied the opposition during the second
ministry (1841—46) of Sir Robert Peel and, foliowing
the repea! of the corn laws (which Russell supported),
succeeded him as prime minister. During his ministry
Russell used public works, grants, and other relief to
help the Irish during the potato famine and supported
the bill (1847) that limited the working day to 10 bt
for many laborers. in 1851 he demanded the resig-
nation of his foreign secretary, Viscount PALMERSTON,
for his unauthorized approval of Napoleon Iil's coup
d'etat in France, and the following year Paimerston
helped secure the fall of Russell’s ministry. Russell
served (1852-55) in Lord Aberdeen’s coalition gov-
ermment and represented (1855) England at Viennain’
an unsuccessful conference to end the Crimean War.
He was reconciled with Palmerston and, as his foreign
secretary (1859-65), vigorously advocated neutrality
in the American Civil War and supported the Risor-
gimento in ltaly. He had been made an earl in 1861

and became prime minister again on Paimerston’s
death in 1865. For many years an advocate of further
parliamentary reform, he attempted to push through
a new Reform Bill, but the bill was defeated and
caused the fall of his ministry in 1866. Among Rus-

sell’s literary and historical writings are a translation

of Schiller's Don Carlos and biographies of Lord Wil
liam Russell (1819) and of Charles james Fox (3 vol,,
1853-57). See his Recollections and Suggestions,

1813-1873 (1875); early correspondence (ed. by

Rolio Russell; 2 vol., 1913) and later corresponcdence
(ed. by G. P. Gooch; 2 vol., 1925); biographies by
Spencer Walpole (2 vol., 1889, repr. 1968) and john
Prest (1972); W. P. Morrell, British Colonial Policy in
the Age of Peel and Russell (1930, repr. 1966).
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Russell, Lord William, 1639-83, English statesman;
younger son of the 1st duke of Bedford. He entered
Parliament in 1660. Contempt for the dissolute court
and fear of Roman Catholicism and of France ied him
to join the opposition to Charles 1I. However, he was
prepared to negotiate (1678) with his relative, the mar-
quis de Ruvigny, agent of Louis X1V, for aid to secure
the dissolution of Parliament and the overthrow of the
earl of DANBY. In the excitement over the Popish Plot
(1678) he joined the 1st earl of SHAFTESBURY in de-
manding the indictment of the duke of York (later
James Il) and in pressing the bill to exclude him from
the succession. With the temporary Whig success he
became (1679) a privy councilor, but he was arrested
(1683), tried, and convicted of treason for his sup-
posed implication in the RYE HOUSE PLOT. Executed in
1683, he was exonerated by the reversal of attainder
under Wiliiam il
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/. Russell, Bertrand Arthur William Russell, 3rd Earl,

Co

1872-1970, British philosopher, mathematician, and
social reformer, b. Trelleck, Wales. He had a distin-
guished background: His grandfather tord john Rus-
sell introduced the Reform Bill of 1832 and was twice
prime minister; his parents were both prominent free-
thinkers: and his informal godfather was John Stuart
Mill. Orphaned as a small child, he was reared, de-
spite his parents’ wishes to the contrary, by his pa-
ternal grandmother under stern puritanic rule. That
experience, although failing in its intended effect,
powerfully affected his thinking on matters of morality
and education. Russell studied at Trinity Coilege,
Cambridge (1890-94), where later he was a fellow
(1895-1901) and a lecturer (1910-16). It was during
this time that he published his most important works
in philosophy and mathematics, The Principles of
Mathematics (1903) and, with A. N. Whitehead, Prin-
cipia Mathematica {3 vol., 1910-13), and also had as
his student Ludwig WITTGENSTEIN. World War | had
a crucial effect on Russell: until that time he had
thought of himself as a philosopher and mathema-
tician; although he had arrived at pacifism before that
time, it was in reaction to the war that he became
passionately concerned with social issues. His active
pacifism at the time of the war inspired public re-
sentment, caused him to be dismissed from Cam-
bridge, attacked by former associates, and fined by
the government (which confiscated and sold his li-
brary when he refused to pay), and led finally to a
six-month imprisonment in 1918. From 1916 until the
fate 1930s, Russell held no academic position and
supported himself mainly by writing and by public
lecturing. in 1927 he founded with his wife, Dora, the
experimental Beacon Hill School, which influenced
the founding of other schools in Britain and America.
He succeeded to the earldom in 1931 and in 1938
began teaching in the United States, first at the Univ.

a unity was actually constructed from various, dis-
crete, simpler empirical observations. The technique
of logical constructionism was first employed in his
mathematical theory. Under the influence of the sym-
bolic logic of Giuseppe Peano, Russell tried to show
that mathematics could be explained by the rules of
formal logic. His demonstration involved showing that
mathematical entities could be “constructed” fromthe
Jess problematic entities of logic. Later he applied the
technique to concepts such as physical objects and
the mind. Although he came to have misgivings about
logical atomism and never assented to all the prop-
ositions of empiricism, he never ceased trying to base
his thought—mathematical, philosophical, or
ethical —not on vague principle but on actual expe-
rience. This can be seen in his pacifism as well as in
his philosophy: he objected to specific wars in spe-
cific circumstances. So, in the circumstances pre-
ceding World War Il he could abandon pacifism and,
foliowing the war, resume it. Similarly, in ethics he
described himself as a relativist. Good and evil he saw
1o be resalvable in (or constructed from) individual
desires. He did distinguish, however, between what
he called “personal” and “impersonal” desires, those
founded mainly on self-interest and those formed re-
gardless of self-interest. He admitted difficulties with
this ethical stance, as well as with his logical atomism.
As much as anything, his thought was characterized
by a pervasive scepticism, toward his own thought as
well as that of others. As with his philosophical stance,
Russell’s positions on social issues grew as a reaction
against extremes in his own experience. He believed
that cruelty and an admiration for violence grew from
inward or outward defects that were largely an out-
come of what happened to people when very young,
Pacifism could not be effected politically; a peaceful
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Z.

of Chicago and then at the Univ. of California at Los
Angeles. In 1941 he went to teach at the Barnes Foun-
dation in Merion, Pa., following the cancellation of
his appointment to the College of the City of New York
as a result of a celebrated legal battie occasioned by
protest against his liberal views, particularly those on
sex. These views, much distorted by his critics, had
appeared in Marriage and Morals (1929), where he
took libera! positions on divorce, adultery, and ho-
mosexuality. In 1944 he was restored to a fellowship
at Cambridge. In 1950 he received the Nobel Prize
in Literature. Prior to World War Il, in the face of the
Nazi threat, Russell abandoned his pacifist stance; but
after the war he again became a leading spokesman
for pacifism, and especially for the unilateral renun-
ciation (by Great Britain) of atomic weapons. In 1961
his activity in mass demonstrations to ban nuclear
weapons led once more to his imprisonment. He or-
ganized, but was unable to attend, what was called
the war crimes tribunal, held in Stockholm in 1967,
presided over by Jean-Paul Sartre, and directed against
U.S. activities in Vietnam. Aimost until his death he
was active in social reform. Throughout his life his
dissent had scorned easy popularity with either the
right or the left. Untamable, he had profound trust in
the ultimate power of rationality, which he voiced
with an undogmatic but quenchless zeal. Philosoph-
ically and ethically Russell’s thought grew in reaction
against the extremes he encountered. He answered
the idealism of F. H. Bradiey and ). M. E. McTaggart
with a logical atomism founded on a rigorous em-
pirical base: he was deeply convinced of the logical
independence of individual facts and the dependence
of knowledge on the data of original experience. His
emphasis on logical analysis influenced the course of
British philosophy in this century. One of his most
important notions was that of the logical construct,
the observation that an object normally thought of as

and happy world could not be achieved without deep

changes in education. “I believe that nine out of ten

who have had a conventional upbringing in their early

years have become in some degree incapable of a

decent and sane attitude toward marriage and sex gen-

erally.” His objections to religion were similarly

based. What he tried to draw attention to was the
destructiveness of accepting propositions on faith—in

the absence of, or even in opposition to, any evi-

dence. “The important thing is not what you believe,

but how you believe it.” The person who bases his
belief on reason will support it by argument and be
ready to abandon the position if the argument fails.

Belief based on faith concludes argument to be use-

less and resorts to “force either in the form of per-
secution or by stunting and distorting the- minds of the
young whenever [it] has the power to control their
education.” If Russell’s logic was not always unas-
sailable, his life showed that ethical relativism could
be combined with a passionate social conscience and
that passionate commitment could be stated without
dogmatism. In his autobiography (3 vol., 1967-69)
Russell summarized his personal philosophy by say-
ing, “Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly
strong, have governed my life: the longing for love,
the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity for the
suffering of mankind.” See American Civil Liberties
Union, The Story of the Bertrand Russell Case (1941);
john Dewey and H. M. Kallen, eds., The Bertrand
Russell Case (1941, repr. 1972); D. F. Pears, Bertrand
Russell and The British Tradition in Philosophy (1967);
E. D. Klemke, ed., Essays on Bertrand Russell (1970);
john Watling, Bertrand Russell (1970); A. J. Ayer, Rus-
sell and Moore: The Analytic Heritage (1971) and Ber-
trand Russell (1972); Ronald Jager, The Development
of Bertrand Russell’s Philosophy (1972).
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(25) A BR ORATORIO

BRS member Richard Fallin has sent news of an oratorio by Marek Harris titled
"A Free Man's Worship," based on Russell's writings. Here are excerpts from

Richard's letter:

It is with great pleasure that [I inform you that the oratorio] is near
completition. The text was suggested to Mr. [Marek] Harris by myself.
At first he wanted to write a shorter work on another text, Russell's Ten
Commandments. I thought this would be a better text. My friend is a
trained classical composer who never read any Russell until he met
me....The work when completed will be almost two and a half hours long.
All of the voice parts have been written. He is now working on the rest.
It should be a most interesting work. I hope it will not take too much

more time to finish.

For more information, contact Richard Fallin (153 W. 80th St.; Apt. 4A; New
York, NY 10024-7108). Here are the text titles he provided.

ORATORIO: "A FREE MAN'S WORSIHIP"
music by Marck Larris
text by Bertrand Russell

1. "To Doctor F: ettt ra s ehacsasenes s st o R Ree AR R s R SR e s sas ks ase et et srananseseneseansorend bass solo
2. "The Endless Praises” bass solo with ch
3."For Countless Ages" chorus
4."And From the M " . tenor solo
5."There is a Hidden Purpose”. ; tenor solo with ch
6."But he doubted N
'AndGodSmiled" . : h
8."Such, in outline".. k e tet and ct
9."How, mmchuwmid . : -Imsololnd h
10."To him alonc".: = tisi . chorus -
ll'l'beuvaggllkeoundves el st R duet

zs'&mforthosemmm!' e I : xllnsolomddnoms
27.*When; Without the bitterness....2... ..o o iieuni. ' - trio
28'haﬂthemxlufomﬁasofﬁewoﬂd EREY : Hheereerisee chorus -
- B B Y A Y .
29'0fullthems ",, : i i " -..quartet and ch
30mqwmwundnqwu e - a&mmmJMdmm
31."The bosuity of tragedy”.... 7 oS5 L LT bass solo
32.“This is the reason”.. ot . tenor solo and chorus
33.°The life of Man".. . et ...chorus
34.*United with his fellow men* ; nuanetmdchoms

35."Brief and powerless is Man's life” veereeerenn....ChOPUS
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(26) ORWELL ON BR'S POWER

Tom Stanley kindly provided this review by George Orwell of Russell's 1938
book Power: A New Social Analysis. Originally appearing in the January 1939
issue of Adelphi, the review was reprinted in The Collected Essays, Journalism
and Letters of George Orwell, volume 1.

1f there are certain pages of Mr Bertrand Russell's book. Pover, which sees rather
espty, that is merely to say that ve have nov sunk to a depth at vhich the restatement
of the obvious is the first duty of intelligent men. It is not merely that at present
the rule of naked force obtains almost everyvhere. Probably that has alvays been the
case. Where this age differs from those immediately preceding it is that a liberal
intelligentsia is lacking. Bully-vorship, under various disguises, has become a
universal religion, and such truisms as that a sachine-gun even {s still a machine-gun
even when a "good” man is squeezing the trigger--and that in effect is what Mr Russell
is saying--have turned into heresies wvhich it is actually becoming dangerous to utter.

The most interesting part of Mr. Russell's book is the esarlier chapters in which he
analyses the various types of pover--priestly, oligarchical, dictatorial and so
forth. 1In dealing with the contesporary situation he is less satisfactory, because
like all liberals he is better at pointing out what is desirable than at explaining
hov to achieve it. He sees clearly enough that the essential probles of today is “the
taming of pover” and that no system except democracCy can be trusted to save us from
unspeakable horrors. Also that democracy has very little meaning without approximate
economic equality and an educational systea tending to promote tolerance and
tough-mindedness. But unfortunately he does not hov wve are to set about getting these
things; he merely utters vhat amounts to a pious hope that the present state of things
will not endure. He is inclined to point to the past; all tyrannies have collapsed
sooner or later, and "there is no reason to suppose (Hitler) more permanent than his
preadecessors.”

Underlying this is the idea that common sense alvays vins in the end. And yet the
peculiar horror of the present moment is that we cannot be sure that this is so. It
is Quite possible that ve are descending into and age in vhich two and twvo vill make
five when the Leader says so. Mr Russell points out that the huge systes of organized
1ying upon which the dictators depend keeps their followvers out of contact with
reality and therefore tends to put them at a disadvantage as against those who know
the facts. This is true so far as it goes, but it does not prove that the
slave-society at wvhich the dictators are aiming will be unstable. It is quite easy to
imagine a state in wvhich the ruling caste deceive their follovers without deceiving
themselves. Dare anyone be sure that something of the kind is not coming into
existence already? One has only to think of the sinister possibilities of the radio,
state-controlled sducation and so forth, to realise that "the truth is great and will
prevail® is a prayer rather than an axiom.

Mr Russell is one of the most readable of the living writers, and it is very
reassuring to xnov that he exists. So long as he and a fev others like him are alive
and out of jail, ve knov that the vorld is still sane in parts. He has a rather
eclectic mind, he is capable of saying shallov things and profoundly interesting
things in alternate sentences, and sometimes, even in this book, he is less serious
than his subject deserves. But he has an essentially decent intellect, 2 kind of
intellectual chivalry vhich is far rarer than mere cleverness. Fev people during the
past thirty years have been so consistently impervious to the fashionable bunk of the
moment. In a time of universal panic amd lying he is a good person to make contact
with. FPor that reason this book, though it is not so good as Freedom and Organisation,
is very well wvorth reading.

(27) RUSSELL IN THE MANUSCRIPT MARKET

In its Catalog 72, Winter 1994, David Schulson Autographs (11 E. 68th St.;
New York, NY 10021) advertised this April 21, 1944 BR lettér, priced at $300.

The lectures are not otherwise contracted for and I shall be glad to give
permission for you to reprint them if the financial aspect can be satis-
factory....You say you are willing to pay the New Leader $500, but I do
not understand what part of this payment would come to me....Bertrand
Russell.
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From sex to set theory: the dual life of Bertrand Russell

BERTRAND RUSSELL
K { arnline Moomwhead Vaemg 596 o1
Hlustratnl 830

Bv Alan Kyvan

ertrand Hussell was one of the
most extraordinary figures of
the 20th century. He was not
the only philosopher to be jailed
for protesting his government's
nuclear weapons policies - but he was cer-
tanly the only one to suffer such a fate at
age &9. He was not the only philosopher to
lose his job as the result of pressure from
students’ parents, but he was certainly the
oniy one to have his teaching of logic de-
nounced as “lecherous. libidinous, lustful,
venerous. erotomaniac. aphrodisiac, irrever-
ent and narrow-minded,” as his was by the
New York court that overturned his ap-
pomntment to City College in 1940.

It isn’t as though Russell's main claim to
fame is that he was a sexual revolutionary
and & pacifist jailbird. He was one of the
greatest philosophers of the past 300 years.
The contrast between the Russell who spent
a decade writing “Principia Mathematica” -
the massive work on the foundations of
mathematics that he later claimed had been
read by six people in the entire world - and
the Russell who wrote “Marriage and Mor-
als.” married four times and went to jail
twice is 50 extreme that one might think he
must have been twins. But Russell himself
set out to lead two different audiences.

He found his mission early. He was
waliang in the Tiergarten in Beriin in 1894
when he had a vision of his future. He would
wnte two series of books, one beginning
with the most difficult issues in philosophy,
tne other beginning with social problems.
One series would ascend from Earth to
heaven, the other descend from heaven to
Earth. As Caroline Moorehead says at the

end of her extremely engaging and well-
wntten account. wnen Russell died 76 years
later, he nad done exactly what he set out to
do. He had some 83 books 1n prini, on topics
from sex to set theory.

Russe!! was dismissive of the Nobel
Prize for Literature that he was awarded in
1950 and said he wished the committee had
given him a prze for philosophy. There i
no such prize, and this was grudging of him.
He made abstract subjects intelligible to 2
wide pubhundhmughuphﬂosophersm
nghuwpohuulmawmuhtenryduu
that Jeaves scadernics breathless with envy.
He could use that skill unfairly, to make op-
ponents look silly; he could carry himself
nzyon!heudeothnowneloqmmd
say foolish things. He could not be duli or
write boringly.

Writing about Russell is both difficult
and easy. The difficult task is to explain to 3
Isy audience the attraction of his work as a
logician. Moorehead wisely skirts technical
issues and contents herself with Ruasell's
own explanations of what he had wanted:
Like many other mathematicians, he hoped
to find a timeless and sbeolute truth about
the world in the heart of logic. When he
came to believe that logic was, in the last
resort, s matter of human convention, he
lowered his sights and turned to polities,
edueation and social reform as more imme-
diate contributions to human happiness.

The Russell of these sdventures is
' Moorehead's subject. He is not an intellec-
tually demanding one, but since he was at
the heart of English literary and intellectual
life, a halfhearted ~ and rather disliked -
frequenter of Bloomsbury, it takes a deft
hand with sources and 3 light touch with the
private quarrels and enthusissms of the
Enghshupperdnuutoteuthemryweﬂ.

head is well equipped for the job.
Am“gm'-hmn».lhelllmodelofua
and good sense in discusaing Ruseell's mar-

The Boston Sunday Globe,
January 2, 1994
Phil hers will learn new Irum

nages (the first three of wrxh ended very
messily and unhappilvl. She doesn’t take
sitles; sympathizes with misery, aceepls a
good deal of folly as part of the human cun-
divon; and only rases an evebrow at the
discrepancy between Russell’s mastery of
logwlndhxsnmerwukgmpormemh
ties of other people's lives.

But Russell is irresistible. and Moore-
head has had 3 happy time writing about
hum. 1t was an astorushung life. He was born
in 1872, the grandson of the Lord John Rus-
sell who pushed through the Reform Act of
1832, and was brought up by “granny” afier
his radical parents died The moment he
reached Cambridge, it was clear he was
amazingiy talented; he could never be con-
fined 1o the academy. He stood for Parlia-
ment in 1907 as a women's suffrage candi-
date - eager, as always, to embarrass those
who would not stand up for an unpopular
cause. In the First World War, he threw
away his Cambridge career to campaign
against the war.

Much of the "20s and 30s was spent em-
broiled in marital, emotional and financial
discord. He had decided long before —on a
bicyele ride, he implausibly claimed — that
he did not love his first wife, Alys Pearsall
Smith; after years of celibacy and “Principia
Mathematica,” he embarked on a long affair
with Lady Ottoline Morrell. After the war,
e married Dora Black, with whom he had
two children and a achool, the progressive
school’s hopeless finances forced him to lee-
ture endlessly in the United States, and to
contract with the Hearst papers for streams
of short articles on such topics as the mod-
ern cinema, whether philosophers should
smoke cigars and whether achoolteachers
could wear lipstick. That marriage collapsed
in the 1830s, and he married aguin. His
third wife, Patricia (Peter) Spence, seems
never to have settled to her role, and no-
body was surprised when she walked out in

194¢ In 1932 ne marmed Edun Finen. a:
finallv enjoven 17 vears of quiet bls<

The postwar Russel! 1 the one Amer
cans remember: 1 one who fourht for tn
nuctear test bar treaty. who iectured Pros:
dent Kennedy on { uba and who set out on .
campagn agamnst U'S involvement 0 Viet:
nam of such ferocit: that the late C. L. Sulz
berger was provoked 1o wnite an op-ed v~
say in Tne New Yorh Times charactenzing
the 9i-vear-old Kussell as a2 “corpse on
horseback * 1. F. Stone more hindly called
him & “world ombudsman.” Like evervone
who has written on the subject. Mooreheasi

* finds these last vexrs romewhat panful.

It was widely thought at the time that
Russell's “secretary” Ralph Schoenman wa-
the true author of much that appeared over
his signature, and Moorvhead lends credi
bility to that suspicion. Schoenman, a left-
wing graduate student from Princeton.
came to visit Russeli in 1960; he first staved
to tea. then stayed to manage Russell's af-
fairs for eight years, in me course of which
he destroyed i able old friendshi
wasted large amounts of money, hunpemd
every good cause with which he was in-
volved and made Russell look ridiculou~.
Moorehesd shares the uni ) relief that
almoet the last thing Russell wrote was a
memorandum explaining why he had finally
broken with Schoenman. It was at least an
indecent spectacle when a near-illiterute
graduate student filied with the hysterical
sentimentality that so disfigured the anti-
Vietnam left could seize the pen of the man
who had vears before debunked all such
nonsense in his underrcad eskay on “The
Superior Virtue of the Oppressed.” One of
the pleasures of Moorehead's account is the
clarity with which it shows why.

Algn Ryan’s “Bertrand Russell: A Political
Life" (Hill and Wang. 1988) has just been
reissued in paperback by Oxford

The Washington Post National Weekly

Edition, January

10-16,

1994, p. 35 |,

Behind

The Mind,

A Life

Alike
By Caroline Moorehead
Viking %% pp. §30

Reviewed by Michael Shelden
he joys of phil

-

her discussions of the man’s work. but s
dents of human nature will find somethmg
instructive in every chapter. She provides
the best portrait yet of Russell's private
world, which teemed with probiems as com-
plex as any in his books. Admirers of his
work may criticize her biography for focus-
ing too much on the life. but it seems
impossible to do justice to both. He wrote
too much and lived too long.

WHEN HE WAS BORN, IN 1872,
Britain was at the height of its power, and
the political stage was dominated by
- Giadstooe and Disraeli. When he died, in
1970, Richard Nixon was the leader of tte
Western world. il this great span of life
Russell was often in the middie of major
events. He was too old to Bght in the First
World War, tm Ius vehemeat against
earned him a six-

al specu-  the whob
{auon were not always appar-

month term in Brixton jail. Fifty years later
demonstrations

ent to the various wives and he was helping to organize

children of Bertrand Russell.
Dora, the second of his foyr Was a friend of Joseph Conrad and H.G.

smplained that he gave too much Wells, and in old age an implacable encmy
-~ to the human race and not enough
10 ;- ~wn family. Their daughter, Kate,
agr=- iamenting that he was too distant
vmpathetic, and that his private fail-
ings ca<: doubt on his public pursuit of uni-
versal moral truths. "Reason, progress, ¥V b
unselfishness, a wide historical perspective.
expansiveness. generosity, enlightened se
interest. | had heard it ali my life. and it

Wiy
the.

and

filied me with despair.*

ln this (houghlf\ﬂ and well-researched
Moorehead is fascinat-

against the Vietnam War. In his prime he

of Lyndon Johnson and Dean Rusk.

In politics Russell enjoyed playing the
outsider, the lone wolf fighting unpopular
batties, and he was occasionally guilty of
wum(awestplrﬁybrlheplnmno(
t blish Like many
people who are born into positions of
1. wealth and power—he was heir 10 an earl-
dom—he liked to thumb his nose at pr-=.
lege without giving it up himself. And as a

and -

might be. But be was not one to back
down when his political courage
was tested, and this biography
gives ample evidence of that fact.
During the First World War, he

was sibject jo constant harassment
because of his pacifism. He was
ridiculed in the streets and in the
press, he was expeiled from his lec-
tureship at Cambridge University,
and the government banned him
from lecturing in certain areas of
Briwin. Nove of this deterred him,
and he continued to speak out until
he was inally locked - up in the last
year of the war. His comments on
the insanity of the fighting will
always be worth remembering.
“War develops in almost all a cer-
tain hysteria of destruction—self-
destruction, among the more gen-
erous, but still destruction. We have
to stand out against the hysteria,
and realize that Life, not Death

IT WOULD BE SATISFYING TO
think that this wisdom came from a
man who was wise in all things, but
peace and harmony were rarely pre-
sent in his private life. His affection
for others could suddenly turn cold,
and he was capable of destroying

'Y

man who was celebrated for thinki
writing, he was happy to know that he could

»d by the contrast between Russell's noble also be a man of action from time to time,

nind and his often insensitive heart.

regardless of how ineffective the action

T ips. with the calm,

" methodical precision of a robot. His

marriage to Dora began with an ide-

alistic commitment to an open rela
tionship, but it ended with masses
of court documents after Russell
decided to leave her for another
woman and to fight her for custody
of their children. This prolonged
battle merely served to turn his
older son against him. “It was a rot-

diary. Reflecting on the end ¢
marriage, he wrote to a frie:
have made a mess of my peivai
I have not lived up to my ideal
have failed to get or give h
ness.” The main reason for thi
ure can be found in the next
tence of his letter. “Year by
work has become a more ess
outlet to my rage for perfectior.
C ]

AS THIS BIOGRAPHY DE}
strates in many places, Rus
“rage for perfection” was his ;
est strength and his greatest \
ness. It made him an eloguent
ist, and it made him violat:
ideals when they were inevi
found wanting in relationships

mere human beings. It seems
an occupational hazard for sag
every description. Even wit
their inefligence, they tend to
look one simple piece of wis
something that George Orwel
best in his great essay on Gz
“The essence of being human
mdul;ﬂw_:onh}ermmrkedd that one is prepared in the e
xy wﬂms divorce and cus-  pe defeated and broken up b
Russell's callousness and his flir- wning:neu":hveupo:nem}
tations with other women drove his individuals.”
first wife, Alys, to late sui-
cide. "If only | could die—it's sucha  Michael Shelden is writing o biog
simple solution,” she wrote in her  Gmbam Greene.
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The Contradictory Llfc of Bc1:trand Russell

- Moorebend's very ramda- “damlgm,nr
h_m-ﬂ:;:.m-u-mwn: | \\ bis book The chapters read Lke mmas-  gjuomng for dew long kie and volurainown
Bertrand Russell whete men. ahtbough kor work o the tare eweys on the Brrtmb and Amen-  gucpoacrng of words. He was anu-Bolsarnx
wopecs they are sdmostwehis ” He re- -n-dhm:lvm'hl—- mmmw‘:::h“
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A Voluble Presence in the World

What Bertrand Russell said made a difference, but his latest biographer concentrates on what he did.

BERTRAND RUSSELL
Atafe

By Carviine Moorehead
Hiustroted. 506 pp. New Yerk
Vikang. 330

By Denis Donoghue

o € man”
A. J. Ayer wreie of Berirand Runncil: but he
would, wowldn't e, bewag one of Rumsell's
diacipies in the last yeurs. Grest. maybe;

2 "The Lile of Berrrand
Runsell™ (1973), by Raneid W. Clerk, supplemented sad
qualifed by Katharee Tai's "My Father Bertramd
Runsell” (1976). For her “Berirand RusaeiI™ Caroline
Manrehend han had the advamisge of arw material
turther letters, danrien of wiven and hwers, end the
buniness correapondence of Rusnell's principet publinh-
or. S1r Stantey Unwin. Seme of thre materisl brcame

agn.

y
and unpublished writings 81e wow vaat Ma. Manrehead

#ac never had to work as hard on a biography: ber
Previous books (e that geare des) with Freys Saark and
the y Sidney shmple
aves by comparieon with Russeif's.

M

on Russell's mmlﬂé
“Tivs bonk ¢ about Russeil's character and ideas.” she
writes, “sbout s friends snd the wonmen he lnved.

She mentions Russeil’'s academic buoks wihewn they
artac an but - [

hased. =1 should ie the run of his headpiece,” Virgua
Waolf said to her diary. sdmiring, ltile eine of M. Mx.
Monreheed has chosen o denl with Ruseell moinly as s
wuluble presence ia the world, with bis public actisns,
Iws prrsone! end sexual Nie.

She hax Russell's suthority for makmg fhis chwice.
in July 1943 he wrote “Reply 10 Criticisms”™ and eflec-
tively ethics frem “The anly
matier concermed with ¢thics that | can regard as
properly (] [ that
i the optative
mood, mot in the t

L

mal calcuhm.” One Mey read SPIocs ~in srder jo learn
oow to kive, but ot Lettniz = Russel] started sut as a
philonopiver in Letbatz's mode. bt ke some decwded to
tefl paople hew 10 Wive. Mis mode! in this decision was
Locke. whom he dociared “si jcast 3 imperism s the
isunder of philoscphical Wberalism as he it a8 the
founder of the empirical thwory of knowiedge = There
was aiso the enampie of Ruseeil's godfather, Jehn
Stwart MR — . pablic man, forceful in the
ways of socisl and potitical life. Ms. Moorehend has
Mitle to say sbout Russell the smaiytic philonupher,

hoid that, 80 (ar as fundementals are concermed, i s
npoasible 0 conclusive tntetlectusl arge-
mencs. When two peopic differ sbowt (say) the nature of
matter, i showld be pansibie %0 prove eiher that one i3
right and the ether Wromg, 8¢ that both ATe WTORE. er
that there sre imsulliciemt grownds 0 Warvant aey
epinion. In 8 fundamental question of ethics | dn ast
Ihink a theoretical argument is possible. | do not there-
fore sffer the same iwd of defenae for whet ) heve said
about vakees o3 | ¢o lor whal | have said en legical or
actentific questions.”

What Russell says of ethics apphies aleo 10 retigion

and politics; wene of these hes & throry a3 s grownd,
onch i3 the articuiation of 8 vision, a fakth, a desire or e
prejudice. for themn come afterward, and are
sought 10 give themm an appesrance of cause. A philoso-
pher may speak en s1) these maticrs. but in differet
1ones of voice. To clarity the point: in (he same eessy,
Ruaneil distinguished between Leibaiz sad Spmosa:
Laibniz’s inteliect “was highly abstract and logicsl; his
groatest cinim 1o tame is as an inventor of the inflaitesi-

Deuis Duwoghue hoids the Henry James Chatr of Eng-
ink and American Latters at New York University. His
most recent book i “The Pure Geod of Theery.”

odept of logic, but much sbowt Ruseeil iethng
poopie how to live, wha! 10 do.

If Ruseel! had heid strictly 10 the distinctions be
made Gatwoen sthics and phalosaphy. e would have
writien in twe differemt styles. in ene, he weuld have
worked (™ and
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e fourth wite, EIth Finch. Mk mott en-
1

the auciear yoR? &g0 0O or twrnine pents 1hat
fowm:yu{ :‘nmmﬂ-ﬂyn J Ly momenss or cal un 1t
macy of serilizing “foeble-cnunded™ women the st wung of thet would recquire calamitow.
and e and the motion of “the inhermance  Labor Party 1 1914. ke 1ore up bu mem. could heve taken becter Fr—
of poverry” as & Wwological metter vather hership enrd in 1965 1o prowast the Vietsam opporuanity. Robert Signer. en Aringion (Va -
‘than & lagal ome. War. From the Cuben sasede crem of 1962 All of this end wush more esmss Uwweugh Har subjpect's comtradicucss Were Bd- rrer, u & NOrk ON Q LRWMC Of poMIry

Chicago Sun

Times, Nov.

0 be caceptumally Drilhant — he thought
wery few men s equet either — bt be-
Coune wewnen, by drimtion, were ieaa el
Ngemt_.. . True, e champenned female suf-

She duran't auite sy whal ek /By
g, 1hat m nexuat retaimn Runnelt had the
morals of a pust. Sut ) munt achmrwiedge
that the wornen m his Sile comtmend 1o dve
o kg s1ier they had Toht the bivwrs of s
crweity. There's wn acrouniing for wictl-

The funsl chapters make paintel read-
ng. } is wretehed (0 aee 8 sepennr mmd
sinping to lully Afier World War |} Rus.
seltl — who dved 0 few months short of
00 yeurs (he died in [970) — became fa-
muun. in 1949 be was homured with Brit-
Siv's Ovder of Merit, in 1950 he was award-
ed the Nobed Prize in Literatere. He be-
came 8 pupular journalist, publc speaker
ond brundeaster on the BBC radwo pro-
gram “The Brams Truat™ In 1957 be
worhed hard for a good causr, (hat the
Brimh Government should crmmmil naell
0 unilaierel nuciver gumarmament. If Brit-
ale were to shendon Himmbs. he Man.
tnined, the Governsnent cauld work for an
agrecment between the Soviet Limon and
the Usited S15400 that no sne eine shuuld
have the bumBs. & first step toward their
woneval abnlitwn. At she point Rutsell dunownced both
the Soviet Umion and the United Siates on the queston
of wuciest bombs, bt he soon comcentrated his hatred
wprn (ke United Stotes of Ewsenhower, Sohnaon, Desn
Runk, Jahn Fouer Dulics and Kewnedy. “Whenever
there in hunger,” be said, “wherever (here is exploN-
slive tyranny, whenever peepic are Wwriured and the
mannes left 10 fou wnder the weght of disease and
starvation, the ferce wiich holda down (he pucple stems.
from Washington.”™ Whenever, wherever? Sumn after

g
In 1967 Rumselt net up the internstions! War Crimes
Tribume! w0 hear evidence of American atrocitics in
Vietnam. “War Crivees in Vietaam,” & caltection of his
articies and pamphleta, gives x vernion of the situs-

ophy by & due process of definition sud analysis, in the
ather, he would heve cunducted himest! as an smatewr
ond expressed in the epiative mond his beliefs on
religion, merringe, 3ox, (rev iove, politicn, war, auciess

tion. He that Jeon-Paul Sartre ond the Yugo-
siav partman Viedmir Dedijer woold rum the iribunal.
“The first seasion was leid in Stockholm, the second
Roakiddr, near C ®
% be impertisl. America was fewnd guilty and v

But he dionT sounced Russed) dreamed of making the tritune? 5

He delivervd tune beliefs with an sir of cwant e wes o pulitical dunce
e they would and & puppet In the hends of Relph Schoenman, an

any éegree of anaiysis. Few of them would. T.5. ENot,  Amenican graduste siuwdent at the Lendeon of

reviewing Ruseeil's “Wiy | Am Not 8 Christisn.” was
7ight 10 Rote that despite the “wiry” in the Litie, Russell
did mot bring reason into the case. Ruseell, ho said, “bas
a2 wholly waressoning prejudice in tsvor of (resdom,
kimdiiness and such things, and the same

‘who entered Russell's diie e July 21, 1900,
‘when he volunteered to put wew Nie into ene of Russell's
crusades. the Campaign for Nuciear Duarmament,
and virtuslty Svengshed him. Ms. Meorehand narraies

Prejudice against tyranny snd crechy.”

M3 Mooreheed's book is good on Rumesil's aristo-
cratic bachground, his private schookag. s years in
the Cambridge of Whitehaad, Ellis McTaggarn snd
G. E. Moove, his friendships with Witigenstein, Joseph
Conrad, D.'H. L Ebot,

Sritain scvirat o World War |. She is correctly severe
on Russel) for his relations with women. He married
four times and scted homorably, it sppears. enly with

Unsne evenes

When 1 think of the lest yesrs of Russell's e and
Tend "War Crimes in Vietsam,” | go back for release
and plessure to the sarly work coliecied s “Essays in
Anatysis” (1973) and read the tamous sssay “On Dewot-
ng” and then G. E. Moore's snalysis of # and iry to
work out what is entailed by the statement that “the
King of France is bald." It s mot crucial %o mvy lée w0
ear the answer, but ot least | come wpon Rusesll where
1 most ke 1o find him. o

7, 1993.

New York Times

Book Review
date ?, p.

’
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(29) BR IN OUR DAILY BREAD

Our thanks to Gerardo B. Reynaldo of Quezon City, Philippines, who provided
this BR-related page from Our Daily Bread (December 1993-February 1994), a
religious tract produced by Resources for Biblical Communication, Grand
Rapids, Michigan and distributed in several countries, including the Philip-
pines.

February 11 ertrand Russell became an atheist
dey after he read the words of Jesus
(;0 , about hell. He spparently wanted 3
God who would pever become angry

DS MORAL of punish anyooe. Dr. Russell certain-

lhTEGRl‘l‘Y - ly wouldn’t like today's Scripture
reading. which speaks of God as One

READ: who “svenges and is furious.”

Nahum 1:1-8 Personally, 1 would have trouble
believing in 8 God who never became

v angry and didn’t punish sin. Such a
The Lowe evenges end  God would not be & good God. What
infurious. ... The Lo would you thiak, for example, of &
. S aaanats o Witness 10 8 brutal murder who felt
nWm, —Nehum 12,7 PO emotion and remained indifferent
d punishing the gdoer?
‘Would you consider such a person a
T BmswOm Yaax:  good person? Hardly!
0 Laviicas $-10 God gives us a free will and usual-
1y doesn’t stop us from carrying out our wrong choices. But
He does hold us accountable, and He will judge us.

In Nahum's day, the Ninevites were 2 cruel people who
commitied ievabl ities. But the propl d
the laraelites that God saw the wickedness of those peopie,
was angered by it. and would justly punish them.

I'm thankful that God possesses that kind of mora!
integrity. It gives me reason to trust Him to keep all His
promises, and it assures me that He will right all the wrongs
of history. —HvVL

Sometimes it seems that sin's ignored
And evil has its way;

But don't be fooled, God's eyes aren’t closed;
He'll judge us all someday. —Sper
GOD'S JUDGMENT MAY NOT BE MMEDIATE,
BUT T 18 INEVITABLE.

(30) WILL THERE BE ANOTHER BABY BERTRAND?

BRS Vice President John Lenz recently received this E-Mail message, which,
he writes, "attests to Russell's continuing influence as a spiritual father."

What happen[ed] is my wife and myself are expecting a child in March and
we just can't decide on the name....Once my father-in-law, who is a phil-
osopher, suggest[ed to] me the name Bertrand. He said Bertrand Russell
is a great philosopher and today's computer is based on his philosophy.
I didn't take it too seriously, I even thought that he misspelled it
(Bertram) until I realized there is such a Society. So I suppose Bertrand
Russell is somebody. I am just wondering if you can send me some informa-
tion about him and your Society...so that I can decide on the name of my
baby....

K.C. Chan; School of Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering;
University of New South Wales; New South Wales; Australia



You are cordially invited to attend the 2nd meeting of the h
Coalition for Secular Humanism, Atheism, and Freethought

“The Good Life - A Humanist Perspective”

The good life is one inspired by love and guided by knowledge. -Bertrand Russell
Co-Hosted by: The Bertrand Russell Society, The Council for Democratic and Secular Humanism,
and The Humanist Association of Canada

Thursday, July 7, to Sunday, July 10, 1994
at the Chestnut Park Hotel, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

(in the heart of downtown Toronto)

CONFERENCE PROGRAM

THURSDAY, JULY 7
2:00 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.: Humanist Association of Canada General Meeting

5:30 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.: Russell Society Board Meeting
7:30 P.M. - 11:00 P.M.: Welkoming Reception

ERIDAY, JULY 8
9:00 A.M. - NOON: PLENARY SESSION: “The Positive Reach of Humanism: An Agenda for the 21st Century”
NOON - 2:00 P.M.: Luncheon (speaker to be announced)
2:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.: 4 Concurrent Sessions (Reflecting the interests of Coalition groups)
5:00 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.: CSHAFT Board Meeting
6:30 P.M. - 2: Toronto on your own

SATURDAY, JULY 9
9:00 A M. - NOON: PLENARY SESSION: “What is the Good Life? A Coalition Perspective”
NOON - 2:00 P.M.: Luncheon (speaker to be announced)
2:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.: 4 Concurrent Sessions (Reflecting the interests of Coalition groups)
6:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.: Red Hackle Hour (Bertrand Russell's favorite scotch will be served)
7:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.: Awards Banquet: Keynote Speaker - Dr. Robert Buckman, Host of TV-Ontario’s Yital Signs.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
9:00 AM. - 11:00 AM.: CLOSING SESSION
8:30 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.: Optional bus trip to Free Inquiry headquarters, Prometheus Books, SUNY Buffalo Campus, and
Niagara Falls.
-_-------------------------------------------

QYES, I (we) plan to attend “The Good Life: A Humanist Perspective’

0O Early registration for person(s).
$50 U.S. / $65 Canadian ($60 U.S. / $75 Canadian after June 1) per person. $
O Friday Luncheon for person(s). $20 U.S. / $22 Canadian per person. $
Q Saturday Luncheon for person(s). $20 U.S. / $22 Canadian per person. $
QO Saturday Banquet for person(s). $30 U.S. / $40 Canadian per person. $
QO Sunday Bus Trip to Buffalo for person(s). (includes lunch and visit to Niagara Falls)
$40 U.S. / $50 Canadian per person. $
Total §

For accommodations at the Chestnut Park Hotel, please call 1-416-977-5000.
Mention “Humanist Conference” to receive the conference discount rate of $79 Canadian single/double room.

OCheques enclosed. / OCharge my MasterCard or Visa # Exp. .
Residents of the United States please make checks
Name(s) payable and return to Free Inquiry, Box 664,
Add Buffalo, NY 14226. To charge by phone call
ress 1-800-458-1366, or fax to 716-636-1733.
City State/Province Residents of Canada, please make cheques payable
Zio/Postal Code Daytime phone and return to the Humanist Association of Canada
ip/Posta - . aﬁ_ P . 116 Ravenscrest Drive, Etobicoke,
For further details call Tim Madigan at 716-636-7571. Ontario M9B 5N3.

\.







