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(1) FROM THE PRESIDENT

Michael J. Rockler, President, The Bertrand Russell Society

Russell stated his views on religion clearly and unequivocally. A
secular humanist, he believed that religion often preached creul falsehood
that was ultimately harmful to human development. Russell focused his energy
on making life better in the here and now and he rejected any belief in
immortality. In Religion and Science, he wrote:

...belief in immortality can...claim no support from science, and such
arguments as are possible on the subject point to the probable extinction
of personality at death. We may regret the thought that we shall not
survive, but it is a comfort to think that all the persecutors and
Jewbaiters and humbugs will not continue to exist for all eternity. We
may be told that they would improve in time, but I doubt it.

Russell's perspective on religion will be part of a debate between
Professor John Novak and me at the annual meeting of the Bertrand Russell
Society which will be held next year, July 8-10, in Toronto. This combined
conference with American and Canadian humanists will be located near Hamilton,
Ontario where the Russell Archives are stored at McMaster University. As part
of the program, a trip by bus to McMaster will be available.

Please come to this very special annual meeting. Because it will be
held jointly with the humanist organizations, we anticipate a larger gathering
than is usually the case for the meetings that we have been holding in June.
This will give us an opportunity to share Russell's ideas with more people
and perhaps recruit new members into the BRS.

Plan now to attend the annual meeting. If you have regularly
participated in BRS meetings, I am sure you will enjoy this special one which
will take place in a hotel, convenient and comfortable for everyone. If you
have never attended an annual meeting, the special nature of this one will
be an ideal beginning. I look forward to seeing everyone in July. I would
be delighted to meet those of you who have never attended a summer conference.
You will have a great time and enjoy the company of friends who have a deep
respect for Russell as a person and as a scholar. See you in Toronto!

I have recently completed reading The Quotable Bertrand Russell
published by Prometheus Press and edited by Lee Eisler. It is a delightful
book which uses a question and answer format to bring together some of
Russell's most interesting perspectives in a single volume. Reading Russell
is always enjoyable and the approach used by Lee Eisler provides readers with
the opportunity to experience Russell in a unique context. I recommend The
Quotable Bertrand Russell to everyone. Lee has done an excellent job of
editing and making RUssell available in a new and interesting way. Buy the
book and bring it to Toronto. Lee will be happy to sign it for you.
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(2) BRS BUSINESS

1. 1994 Dues are Due. We hope you will decide to renew your BRS member-
ship for 1994. Everyone's renewal dues--including first year members--are
due January 1, 1994. (There is one exception: those who joined in October-
December 1993; their next dues payment will be due January 1, 1995.)

Please refer to and use the yellow sheet accompanying this issue. Please mail
your dues, payable to "Bertrand Russell Society" in U.S. funds, to: Bertrand
Russell Society; 3802 North Kenneth Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641-2814; U.S.A.

Thank you for renewing...and, if possible, for renewing soon!

2. 1994 Annual Meeting. The =e¢xt BRS Annual Meeting will be held in Toronto,
Canada, July 8-10, 1994 in conjunction with meetings of the Humanist
Association of Canada and the International Humanist and Ethical Union. We
hope you will be able to attend. The exact meeting site, program details,
and other relevant information will be provided in the February and May 1994
RSN issues. McMaster University in Hamilton, home of the Bertrand Russell
Archives, is about 50 miles from Toronto. This would therefore be a good
opportunity to combine a BRS annual meeting with Russell Archives research.

3. New Newsletter Editor Needed. As reported in the last RSN, Donald
Jackanicz would like to step down from the position of RSN editor. If you
are interested in becoming his successor, please contact him (3802 North
Kenneth Avenue; Chicago, IL 60641-2814; U.S.A.) or BRS President Michael
Rockler (14213 Chesterfield Road; Rockville, MD 20853; U.S.A.). We would be
happy to hear from you.

4., Do We Have Members in Michigan and Ohio? Rana Mitra, who joined the BRS
in August 1993, would 1like to become acquainted with other BRS members
residing in Rana's home state of Michigan and also in Ohio. If you are
interested in contacting Rana, please write to Rana Mitra; 402 Whitney Drive;
Rochester Hills, MI 48307; U.S.A.

5. BRS Award and BRS Book Award. Nominations are sought from BRS members for
these awards. Please send BRS Award nominations to Prof. Marvin Kohl;
Department of Philosophy; 715 Maytum Hall; SUNY at Fredonia; Fredonia, NY
14063; U.S.A. Please send BRS Book Award nominations to Prof. Gladys
Leithauser; 122 Elm Park; Pleasant Ridge, MI 48069.

6. Prizes for Papers. BRS Vice President John Lenz, who administers our
Prizes for Papers program, informed us that Prof. Elizabeth Eames of Southern
Il1linois University and Dr. John Shosky of Alexandria, Virginia have agreed
to assist him with Prizes for Papers work. Elsewhere in this RSN issue is
a reprint of the 1993-1994 Prizes for Papers announcement. If you are
eligible, please consider making a submission. As a reminder, the deadline
for submissions i3 April 1, 1994.
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3) DEATH OF PAUL ARTHUR SCHILPP

We regret to inform BRS members of the death of Paul Arthur Schilpp on

September 6, 1993.

The September 10,

1993 New York Times obituary below

provides a sketch of his professional life.

Prof. Schilpp will be
Library of Living Philosophers."

long remembered for his celebrated creation,
The Russell volume in this series,

"The
which

appeared in 1944, remains an important publication in Russell studies.

The first BRS Award was presented to Prof.
BRS's annual meeting held at the University of Chicago.

speech, Prof.

Russell's philosophical work and social criticism.

Schilpp  in June 1980 during the
During his acceptance

Schilpp discussed his relations with Russell and his regard for

Members who attended that

meeting will recall his charming personality and his use of good humor to get

across his points.

Subsequently Prof.

Schilpp accepted an honorary BRS

membership and was repeatedly elected as a BRS Director.

Stephen Reinhardt, who supplied the obituary,

Prof. Schilpp:

offers these recollections of

"I first ran into Schilpp when I attended a talk he gave in

Chicago one evening at the downtown campus of Northwestern University. It

was probably toward the end of 1947,

(but more interested in philosophy).

I was a first-year law student at NU

I don't remember the subject of histalk,

though it may have had to do with Einstein, because I bought that volume in

the Living Philosophers series."

If you have reminiscences of Prof.

Schilpp that you would like to share,

please consider sending them to the newsletter.

Paul A. Schilpp

Philosophy Professor, 96

CARBONDALE, Ill, Sept. 9 (AP) —
Paul A. Schilpp, a former ‘professor of
phllosophy at four colleges, died on
Monday in St. Louis. He was 96.

The cause was respiratory failure,
his family said.

Professor Schilpp was the creator of
the “Library of Living Philosophers,”
a 21-volume series featuring the ideas
of what were described as the 20th
century’s greatest thinkers.

Professor Schilpp, a former presi-
dent of the American Phllosophlcal As-
sociation, had been a consultant in phi-
losophy to the Encyclopedia Britannica
for more than 30 years.

He taught at the College of Puget
Sound in Washington, the University of
the Pacific in California and North-
western University in Evanston, Ill.,
before arriving at Southern Illinois
University in Carbondale in 1965. He
retired in 1982.

He is survived by his wife, Madelon,
and six children.
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(4) TREASURER'S REPORT

Treasurer Dennis J. Darland submitted this report for the quarter ending
September 30, 1993.

Beginning Balance, July 1, 1993 $5,758.15
Income
Membership Renewals 152.50
New Memberships 137.50
Meeting Fees 1,002.95
BRS ‘Library 84.50
Interest 16.72
Miscellaneous 84.50
Total Income +1,478.22
Expenses
Membership and Information Committee 1,210.84
Russell Subscriptions 2,714.00
BRS Library L4 .42
Miscellaneous 95.60
Total Expenses -4,064.86
Final Balance, September 30, 1993 $3,171.51
(5) ABSTRACT OF NICHOLAS GRIFFIN PAPER

At the June 1993 BRS Annual Meeting in San Diego, the BRS Book Award was
presented to Nicholas Griffin for his editorial work on The Selected Letters

of Bertrand Russell, Volume 1, The Private Years, 1884-1914. Following the
award presentation, Prof. Griffin read his paper, "Ottoline." He has now
kindly provided this abstract of his paper, which will soon appear in the
Russell journal.

A review of Miranda Seymour's excellent new biography Ottoline
Morrell: Life on the Grand Scale together with some reflections on her
life and her relationship with Russell. Seymour's book ends the
Bloomsbury caricatures of Ottoline as an absurd figure of fun and reveals
a serious, well-interested and somewhat tragic figure behind the society
hostess facade.
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REVIEW OF THE QUOTABLE BERTRAND RUSSELL

This book review of Lee Eisler's The Quotable Bertrand Russell appeared in

the September 28,

of Coopersburg is located.

heartily recommend The Quotable Bertrand Russell.

1993 issue of The Intelligencer, a newspaper published in
Doylestown, county seat of Bucks County, Pennsylvania in which Lee's hometown
Lee informed us that in 1971 the reviewer, Daniel
C. Church, wrote a review of Lee's earlier book, Morals Without Mystery.

through your local library or bookstore, you may order a copy from Lee for
(That's 257 off the regular price and includes postage!)
1664 Pleasant View Road;

$12.71.
send a check or money
Coopersburg, PA 18036.

order to

Russell fan:
Philosophy
not his bag

This is a fabulous book. I think I
know something about Bertrand
Russell, but the man wrote 89 books.
This offers selections from many of
them, and in a way that you'd almost
think Russell was on Larry King Live.

‘Warren A. Smith - book reviewer and Secular
Humanist Society member

8y Danlel C, Church lory tabie of toples.
Stay Writer n Alien Smith, & book reviewer
with the Secular Husmanist So-
this epproach

British philosopher-citizen Bertrand lnd l
iety of New York,

Russell set ldlllllul’l' standard for would-
be b |°"l’l highly successtul. “This is a fahulous
snippet from his 145 book,” says Smith, 8 member also of the
'Dl'k. “Pmmvhy of Lhe Western World":  Bert) Socuty ‘which Elsler
A sti 1 report of whal & clever he)
man np ﬁ merer occurate, b«vmlu - lnlnk 1 kno- something about Ber-

89 books.
This oﬂeu selections from many of them,
wm---yummanmunnkm

well was on “Larry

Certainly, menueo(mul-ﬂun;
s more than lormidable, given his volumi-

. Born In 1873, the
ofatwotime prime mintster, he
ussel stillwasa pnsc commentator until
note calling the work a “well-written short &E&r:w his desth at age 98.
lnuononlutlndolmllltylb- , 100, has logged an
leve In and
e e,
not sphl! T “!
umcled ‘\uull 's philosophy. If
u" -omcthln;. 'm Inclu-d o u:czpt IL"
UL near):
vertising iter hn been verhnpl
fnore cautious. As its title suy
Quotabie Berlnnd Russell” puNIlM this
summer
Russell' unn words in tresling subjects as
far-rnging as Africa and writ):

To batter sample the sweep of Russell's
interests, Eisler has organized selections
drawn from dozens of sources into & ques-
tion-and-snswer format. The editor, how-
ever, has posed the questions, Vo create an
organizational frame keyed to an Introduc-

something he can undersis:
1 wouid rather be. rrpund by n!_bﬂlaul

fnnocent. u/ph

“Then [ was retired and looking for
something. 30 1 again started reading Rus-
osell,” he says.

someone who crafted words, he
tated Russell’s spare style. “Imde
hledbyhh "henu\lll'vwnﬂ
It just moves
ﬂonlln-lmyny
Whe:

Ttnlotulmw(houl(ﬂummnu

Lee

Eisler;

ulluuoludomr‘lmuun math-
ematics and logic, (nuwonhunun
2:"““"!! {or private citizens. This, Els-

1n his introduction, m nho what
the Nobel awards com
ul.md Russell In 1950 lor I.he Mu

I1f you cannot locate a copy

A Lee
Einler holds

ideas a little better

“H someone else had dane this book, it
certsinly would have been different. This
book I m,

Onlhemznudpnlhmyhlam

o knot, mawwmwk«pn
modallylumdmmuchmtlem:
hmmhtp

"Hemnnehllﬁ,wtbe”
mugltyddmllkt him” Ehler

e was an stheist, 5o llllo\u com-
;nunlly didn’t like l||m Hu was an early

mmeo(meimkusullunuon
the Interior of Eisler's library, a political
fposter from sn unsuccessful bid early this
mturyhlﬂmolcommomml
the satirical text: “No Thanks M,
Dest. You Mlndlh'llbylndl‘l‘! Poll‘
tics to Me. lmOoInﬂnVote(orchuplln

and the Empire.”
tme, however, was (o prove Russell's
nlly here as it did 'ﬁh Ullch other dllcbl
dant lesues ag
lnednm But, Eisler notn. u-m

snd sexual
similarly has mulfled = voice that
fenged several generations to test mmp

"Hehnd:loto(:oodldeulhnmnot
rally known,” Eisner laments. "This
quoubh book is sn effort 10 spresd his

aas involved in rways
been correct fo praise Plato, bll not In -
derstand Aim.

. and,
nln/mnromporkpl pl’lg‘
.memym/ you mm.z and that

ﬂe Mrn main exira-mtional, lclialllu

18 modern iffe are religinn, war, and fove, alt
these are ezira-rational, but love ts nol ufl
rtional, that is to say. a reasonadle man
may reasonadiy rejosce in Us enistence.

= Hell is a place where the police are Ger-
man.. the motorists French ... and the cooks
English.

The hook can be ordered lhmugh ares
booksellers.
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@) MORE QUOTABLE BR REVIEWS

We are pleased to reproduce these two additional reviews of Lee Eisler's The
Quotable Bertrand Russell. The single column one on the left appeared in The
Chattanooga [Tennessee] News, August 8, 1993. The double column review in
the center and on the right ran on p. 14 of the October 1993 issue of Pique,
the newsletter of the Secular Humanist Society of New York. Among things to
note in the latter review is the reference to Lee having been the longtime
editor of Russell Society News.

By KARIN GLENDENNING
Book Editor

Science it what you know, phi-
losophy is what you don't know.
Bertrand Russell

Quotable Russeit

Lee Eisler has taken some of
philosopher, mathematician and
humanist Bertrand Russell's most
pithy observations and arranged
them as answers to his own ques-
tions in this new.book, The Ruot-
able Bertrahd Russell Pro-
metheus Books, $16.95).

Russell wrbte and spoke on a
broad range of subjects and
received the Nobel Prize in 1950
for his writings designed for “or-
dinary citizens.” He had much to
say on almost any topic from ag-
gression {o beliefs to morality to
war and this volume gives ready
access Lo his oflen irreverent but,
Jjust as ofien, sensible views.

His definition of philosophy:
“My own view would be that phi-
losophy consists of speculations
about matters where exact knowl-
edge is not yet possible. It is not
definite knowiedge, for that is sci-
ence. Nor is it groundless creduli-
ty, such as that of savages. It is
something between these two ex-
tremes: perhaps it might be called
‘the art of rational conjecture.”

Eisler. Lee, ed., The Quotable Bertrand Russell
(Buffalo. Prometheus, 336 pp., 1993,
$16.99

Anyone who enjoys Bertrand Russel!l’s
work, or has a few of the 89 books written over his
98 years on carth, needs this new work. SlHiSer
Lee Eisler has pored over not only all thase books
but also numerous articles, interviews, and stories
in the media, recording l.ord Russell’s salient
thoughts on subjects from A to Z.

Under Africa, for cxample, the reader
learns that, although Africans mistakenly attribute
their problems to exploitation by the white man,
their main problem is actually growth of population
(and the 1951 citation is then cited in parentheses
by Eisler). Under W (sorry, no Z's) for Women,
the reader finds what the status of women was in
Sparta (peculiar); whether women have achieved
freedom from male dominance today (a little);
what effect Christianity has had on the status of
women (by its emphasis laid upon sexual virtue, it
made woman the tempiress, the cause of sin, and
an object of degradation); and what methods were
used 0 make sure that women remained virtuous
(their virtue was securcd by segregating them, not
trusting them with any inward self-control, and
cducating them to have a horror of sexual
intercourse outside marriage).

Other of the 162 subjects covered: Anti-
Scmitism; Catholicism; Confucius, death,
democracy, dogmatism, euthanasia, fanaticism,
freethought, God, legel, history, Islam, Jews,
Kant, logic, love, Marx, Parmenides, philosophy,
politics, polygamy, population, psychology,
Pythagoras, racism, reason, religion, Rousseau,
Russia, sex, sin, skepticism, Socrates, values, war,
wisdom, world government.

The real beauty of the coilection is that
Eisler presents Russell's views as if they were
answers to questions. For example, FEister asks the
qucstion, “How would you define religion, Lord
Russell,” then quotes a 1920 book in which
Russell writes, “By religion | mean a sct of belicfs
held as dogmas, dominating the conduct of life,
going beyond or contrary to evidence, and
inculcated by methods which are emotional or
authoritarian, not intellectual.” It's almost as if
we're reading a transcription of Russell on CNN's
Larry King Live. :

Picture, for example, Russell on some
imaginative interviewer's show being asked, "How
would you describe Hell, Lord Russcll?” Probably
fortified with a swig of Red Hackles, his favorite
drink, the British aristocrat looks into the camecra,
smiles, and in an accent sure to delight American
viewers responds, “Hell is a place where the
police are German . . . the motorists French . . . and
the cooks English.

(O, that’s a quote cited as {rom Russell
Society News #19, which Eisler long
edited before his recent retirement.)
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(8) RUSSELL IN THE MANUSCRIPT MARKET

Issued in late Summer 1993, Catalog 71 of David Schulson Autographs (11 E.
68th St.; New York, NY 10021) included these two Russell-related entries among
its various manuscript items for sale.

118. RUSSELL, BERTRAND. (1872-1970). British philosopher, mathematician,
social reformer, and pacifist.

A.L.S. [autograph letter signed] on personalized address stationery, 4to
[quarto, approximately 11 x 8% inches], Marioneth, January 6, 1948.

He thanks his correspondent for having sent "Forster's review" and
complains about a mistaken address. "It is not the case that I live in
Trinity...people...assume that I must have quarrelled with my wife which
is the opposite of the truth. I live in London to which I shall return
in a week...." This charming letter with references to fellow writer,
E.M. Forster (1879-1970), is signed, "Russell." $275.00

150. WOOLF, VIRGINIA. (1882-1941). English author.

A.L.S. on "Tavistock Square" stationery, 2 pages on one 8vo [octavo,
approximately 8 x 5 inches] sheet, London, holograph envelope postmarked
December 5, 1935.

She writes to Mary Fisher, daughter of her cousin, Herbert Fisher. She
invites Mary to dinner. '"What a rage for the stage has set in.... What
has become of the older Virginia.... Don't, of course, bother to
dress...." Signed, "Virginia Woolf." On verso she writes a long
postscript about the philosopher and mathematician Bertrand Russell (1872-
1970) who was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1950. "I've just
heard from Bertie Russell (he refuses to be Earl) that he is writing
something about great grandpapa Pattle who shot out of a tub. He wants
any facts...if your father has any please bring them too. B.R.'s grand-
mother brings him...letters...which B. is editing...." She does not sign

the postscript, but ends by saying, "Excuse my scrawl." Superb
association to Bertrand Russell, $1,850.00
(9) BR T-SHIRTS FOR SALE
Bertrand Russell T-Shirt: To order one, write to Historical Products and

request an order form, which gives the many options (long or short sleeve,
etc.). Address: Historical Products; P.0O. Box 604; Barre, VT 05641.
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(10) STEFAN ANDERSSON ON BR AND CERTAINTY

Stefan Andersson of the Department of Theology, Lund University, Lund, Sweden
was one of the first two winmers of the BRS's Prizes for Papers competition.
He read his prize-winning paper, '"Bertrand Russell's Search for Certainty in
Religion and Mathematics," at the June 1993 Annual Meeting. Due to space
constraints, we can here provide the text of only two:excerpts—-the finst land
last paragraphs. | ‘We hope: ' Stefdn!willuidn ‘time:see the entirety :of his fine
paper appear in a scholarly journal.

Bertrand Russell's Search for Certainty in Religion and Mathematics

The main purpose of my thesis is to describe and discuss the development
of Bertrand Russell's search for certainty in religion and the development
of his search in mathematics. These developments will be seen in the
context of the development of some ideas of religion, philosophy, science,
mathematics and 1logic from the time of the French Revolution to our
present days. The overall perspective of my thesis is grounded on the
impact of three very important collections of texts. I am thinking of
Aristotle's work on logic, Euclid's Elements and the Bible. These three
collections of texts have had an enormous influence on the way philoso-
phers and theologians in the West have interpreted and expressed their
experiences. And they are still very important, although some of their
authority has been seriously questioned by a lot of people. This is
particularly true about the Bible. Less people have seen any reasons to
question the logic of Aristotle and the geometry of Euclid, but their
ideas also came under criticism during the nineteenth century. The ideas
contained in these three collections of texts made up the overall frame
of reference in which Bertrand Russell became an independent thinker.
Russell's intellectual development can be described as an emancipation
from inherited old dogmas concerning logic, geometry and religion....

When Russell turned eighty years old he wrote about his earlier life and
said: "I wanted certainty in the kind of way in which people want
religious faith. I thought that certainty is more likely to be found in
mathematics than elsewhere." ["Reflections on My Eightieth Birthday" in
Portraits from Memory, New York, (1956) 1969: 54.] These two sentences
can be seen as a short summary of the relation between Russell's search
for certainty in religion and mathematics. Alan Wood also quoted these
words in his unfinished book on Russell and his comment was: "Ibelieve
the underlying purpose behind all Russell's work was an almost religious
passion for some truth that was more than human, independent of the minds
of men, and even the existence of men." [My Philosophical Development,
London (1959) 1975: 192.] What Russell so ardently desired from an early
age to the end of his life was nothing more and nothing less than the
-truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, even if the truth was
a rather depressing one compared to his initial hopes. But his energy
and devotion for finding certainty is impressive and inspiring for those
who still are searching.




Page 10 RUSSELL SOCIETY NEWS, No. 80 November 1993

(11) . DEATH OF DEBIPRASAD CHATTOPADHYAYA

Kamal Bhattacharya of Calcutta, India recently informed us of the death on
May 8, 1993 of philosopher Debiprasad Chattopadhyaya. According to Mr.
Bhattacharya, Prof. Chattopadhyaya was a ''great admirer and follower of
Bertrand Russell....His death was mourned by the entire nation [of India] and
was widely covered by the media." Below are two articles about Prof. Chatto-

padhyaya that appeared in The [Calcutta?] Sunday Statesman, May 9, 1993, pp.
1 and 3.

_COLUMN ONE ]
Debiprasad

Chattopadhyaya
dead

Professor  Debiprasad  Chagt-
opadhyaya. noted academician
iind philosapher of international
repute. died at the SSKM Hospi-
@l on late Saturday mornm,é
after a brief illness. 1le was 7
and is survived by his wife and
wwo daughters,

An author of several bisiks on
Indian philosophy. science and

b : R \ k‘f.'.'

society and histol . of science and
technolugy, Prolt Chattopadhy-
uya wis assocuted with several
research institutions in India and
abrowl. He was o member of the
German  Academy  of *Sciences
and was the first Indian to be
awarded the D.Sc.. (honoris
causa) from the Academy ‘of
Sciences.  Moscow., —  Staff
Reporter.
{Obituary on Page V)

OBITUARY

Debiprasad Chattopadhyaya

IN 1991, critic Robert Temple
in his review of Professor
‘Debiprasad  Chattopadhyava's
book, History of Science and
.Technology in Ancient Indin.
Vol I, wrote. “This is one of the
snddest books ever written about
the history of science. For never
has a culture so satisfactorily
stifled scientific progress as Hin-
du culture. The smug self-satis-
faction of the devout — and they
nearly won a recent election —
has put a wet blanket over

eneration and gencration . of

rilliant men of science... If India
continues to allow religion to
have the uppes hand. over sci-
ence. then the tales wid by

Chattopadhyaya  “will © have,

sequels, and India will relapse
intothe Stone Age. That. frunkly,
is his message™.

The messenger breathed his

last on Saturday morning in a city
hospital,  surrounded by his
fumily, friends, relatives, students
and admirers.
...Born on November 19, 1918,
Prof. Chattopadhyaya graduuted
‘from Calcutta University with a
Finst Class First in philosophy in
1939. He carried out his post-
graduate work under the super-
vision of the late Professor S. N
Dasgupta.

After teaching philosophy for
more than two decades in several

colleges in Calauttn ai.d Bomhay,
Prof. Chattopadhyaya worked as
# visiting professor at several
universities nationwide, His ex-

rtise in Indian phil hy and
iis emphasis on the study of the
history of science and tech-
nology, came as a valuable guide
to thousands of students and

researchers trying to understand -

the complexities of development
of knowledge in India.

He delivered lectures on philo-
sophy and history at several
centres of academic excellence
including Humbotdt University
in Berlin, Moscow University,

the Indian Institute of..Science_.

Bangalore and the
tute of Advanced Study, Simla.
In 1987. he was elected
“Nationa! Fellow” of the Indian
Council of Philosophical . Re-
search. Among his major publi-
cations were Lokayata: A st
in Indian materialism (19395;
Indian philosophy: a popular
introduction (1964); Science and
socicty in Ancient India (1977);

What is Liviniund what is Desd -

in Indian phil hy (1976):
Indian Atheism (1980): Hiktory
of Science and Technol in
Ancient India (Vol |, | and

Vol I1. 1991) and Tagore and

Indian philosophical ~herita
ity p phical ~beritage

He is st&rived by his wife and
two duughters.
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(12) MORE ON IAN DRYDEN

RSN, No. 79 (August 1993), section 10, page 11 reproduced a short obituary
of Ian Dryden. What was chiefly noteworthy in the obituary was this 1line:
"After a year as private secretary to Bertrand Russell, he delved into
photography." We asked whether anyone could supply more information on this
Russell-related figure.

Our thanks to Harry Ruja, who unearthed these informative details.

The Ian Dryden you ask about...is listed in Blackwell and Spadoni's
Catalogue of the Second Archives of Bertrand Russell. There we learn that
between 1966 and 1970 he corresponded frequently with BR, Edith, and
Farley. In 1970 he sent condolences to Edith on BR's death, and she
answered him.

All these letters are in the Russell Archives, but they are all embargoed
except the exchange with Edith following BR's death.

Anyway, the claim in the obit that Dryden had a connection with BR is
confirmed. I thought to call the photo dept. of the San Diego Union, but
Dryden must have left quite a while ago and probably no one there will
remember him, but you might try the Los Angeles Times.

Since he died at age 48, he must have been bo%n in 1945 (or thereabouts);
so he was with BR in his early 20s.

(13) RUSSELL IN THE COMICS

Thanks to Bob Davis, who sent us this amusing August 31, 1993 comic strip.
You'll find BR's name somewhere in the third frame.

9 CHICKWEED LANE By Brooke

YA VIRTUOUS MANS HONEST?  WAIT! DON'T TELL ME !
EXISTS ONLY IN PﬁomnoN \ WAS IT WILDE?
TO THE PYRE UPON WHICH
HE ATONES FOR IT.*

£
NN« &Y
o

e
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(14) RUSSELL'S ELEVATOR FOR SALE

Kenneth Blackwell of the Bertrand Russell Archives, McMaster University
received this letter from the current resident of Russell's last home. The
elevator in that house is for sale! Should you be in the market for such a
unique Russell artifact, contact Kenneth Blackwell at the address shown. He
will do what is possible to get you in touch with the current elevator owner.
For the record, the Russell Archives has decided not to make the purchase.

Dr Kennett Blackwes,

Mc MosTer va}vms{,tj

Hawnd

Ondario Aagw%r 23 1943
Comada, LF¢ 4L6

Dem Br Blnokwet

/ W W be binpg
Bevhrand Russells old Govse l}v\f?&m@u—
Arudraei , Nowales. We hav'e heen Ab&y

Stwme renovatios o Pe 7 o, I Hie
etrand Ruscells B
Jrocess we fave had Hie hit, VSZVMVJ v

e MWMWfW&WfVVVL/ I am
wmm&t}r whethor ym woewld be wiBresled,

m by e for e avohives | o wiety
You kvow 4 amyoue se (B ssly 1) Hre—

P artroamd fussel S’O(Aﬂtj ") who m%:fM/be 7
It was mstatied i 1967, e years befove hi—
Mecl 5 hot et beon used m@,/ s0 -has had
vy Wt weaw . It was recently sevvieed by the-

m,rwwfu}twm Hommand & eSS , MEnrsiies
Z[edrx 34 x éff Smches wc a ¢ my boad 4-350,8
wmd o 0,75 o Mb‘ﬁte/_ We ave Mkb;ﬁf

fXOOfW A omd W wewdd be necessary to
venew e yYotless Mwb Ovri-fffsool—bvﬁ— ns new
bfts 4 thus bape ot £13,000 s is a baysain !
I wokforwmt 1o meyfwm ns soon as

: ;yv—y;m(z. . )
T Smeoly  thim St Sou
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(15) BRS LIBRARY

The Society Library sells and lends books, audiotapes, videotapes, and other
materials by and about Russell. Please direct Library inquiries and requests
to Tom Stanley; Box 434; Wilder, VT 05088.

The following lists books for sale. H-cloth, otherwise paperback. Prices
are postpaid. Please send check or money order (U.S. funds only) payable to
"Bertrand Russell Society" to Tom Stanley.

Books by Bertrand Russell:

Appeal to the American ConsSCienCe....ceceeeeecsnesasssesannscsseossss$3.15
Authority and the Individual....eeceeseececcseceoconesnsssasesssssssesealedd

Has Man a Future?.....ceeeeeceecocanens Ceeseecacescsscannns seeees.Heeo8.00
History of the World in EpitOme..eseeeeseccecncascssscarssssoscssessesla00
In Praise Of IdlenesSS..ceecesecscosccssssocnssnnnsse ceseesesecsssasanes .7.95
My Philosophical Development.....cecevecessscosaocsonss ceecsecsesensens 7.95
Political TdealS..civeiceescnececncennes Ceeeciescssaasnsecanns ceeceeseeal 95
Power: A New Social Analysis..... ceeeesentecnunnn tseessseessenerennas 5.50
Principles of Social ReconstructionN...eecveeeeeceeocsccccncnoonns ceeennn 7.95
Roads to Freedom..seeeeesocosressssenssancnnns O 9= 10)

Books by Other Authors:

Bertrand Russell, 1872=1970.ccceeccrssacesasasssscsssseanssassasseaasnses ..$1.50
Bertrand Russell's America, Vol. 2, 1945-1970 edited

by Barry Feinberg and Ronald KasrilS..e.eeeeceosceccsosssscossasensasd95
Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary of B.R.....H...9.00
Into the Tenth Decade: A Tribute to Bertrand Russell........cceev....5.00
Liberty and Social Transformation: A Study in Bertrand ,

Russell's Political Thought by Chandrakala Padid.....eeeeeeee...H..11.50
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words...... ceseesb.75
Mr. Wilson Speaks 'Frankly and Fearlessly' on Vietnam to B.R..........2.00

(16) BOOK NEWS FROM TOM STANLEY

BRS Librarian Tom Stanley shares this book news with RSN readers:

Caroline Moorehead's Bertrand Russell: A Life was published by Viking on
October 21 at $30. A review copy may be borrowed from the BRS Library.

The Spokesman Press has reissued Russell's The Problem of Chinma. A copy
- of the paperback edition, priced at £8.95, is in the BRS Library.
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(19) ELECTION OF BRS DIRECTORS

The full BRS Board of Directors consists of 24 directors elected by the BRS
membership and the five ex officio BRS officers (President, Vice President,
Vice President/Information, Secretary, and Treasurer). Eight of the 24 are
elected each year. Terms are for three years, beginning January 1 following
the election. It is now time to conduct the annual election.

All members are asked to vote. Please use the ballot on the last page of the
newsletter., Please vote today! To be valid, ballots must be received at the
specified Chicago address by December 31, 1993.

Please help the BRS choose its future leadership. Thank you for participating.

(20) BRS OFFICERS

Chairman of the Board of Directors
Marvin Kohl; 715 Maytum Hall; State University of New York; Fredomia NY 14063.

President
Michael J. Rockler; 14213 Chesterfield Road; Rockville, MD 20853.

Vice President
John R. Lenz; 316 Kyle Avenue; College Station, TX 77840.

Vice President/Information
Lee Eisler; 1664 Pleasant View Road; Coopersburg, PA 18036.

Secretary
Donald W. Jackanicz; 3802 North Kenneth Avenue; Chicago, IL 60641,

Treasurer
Dennis J. Darland; 1965 Winding Hills Road (1304); Davenport, IA 52807.

(21) BRS INFORMATION PAMPHLET AND PRIZES FOR PAPERS

On the following three pages is a copy of the new information pamphlet now be=
ing used to answer inquiries about the BRS and membership in it. If you would
like a few copies of the actual pamphlet to distribute to interested persoms,
please write to Don Jackanicz (3802 North Kenneth Avenue; Chicago, IL 60641).

Following the three pamphlet pages is a single page reproducing the text of
the 1993-94 Prizes for Papers competition announcement. The full amouncement
was distributed with RSN, No. 79 (August 1993) and was recently mailed to
Philosophy Department chairmen at numerous selected colleges and universities.
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THE
BERTRAND RUSSEIL
SOCIETY

3802 North Kenneth Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60641-2814; U.S.A.

Founded in 1974, The Bertrand Russell
Society seeks to foster a Dbetter
understanding of the life, work, and
writings of Bertrand Russell (1872-1970)
and how his contributions relate to today’s
world.

As a philosopher, mathematician, educator,
social critic, and political activist, Russell
authored over 70 books and thousands of
essays and letters addressing a myriad of
topics. Awarded the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1950, Russell was a fine literary
stylist, one of the foremost logicians in
philosophical history, and a gadfly for
improving the lives of men and women.

This leaflet introduces The Bertrand Russell
Society and its programs. You are invited to
consider joining the Society and
participating in its work. To join, please use
the accompanying membership application.

November 1993

SOME SPECIFIC RUSSELL
SOCIETY AIMS

e To provide a forum for the ongoing
discussion of Russell's work.

¢ To make Russell’s views better known as
they deal with virtually all the modern
world’s problems, from how to be happy
to how to work for nuclear disarmament.

e To encourage new scholarly and popular
writings on Russell.

e To present Russell’s ideas as attractive,
rational alternatives to alienation, cynicism,
and belief in the supernatural.

WHY PEOPLE JOIN THE
RUSSELL SOCIETY

Most people join (they have told us) for one
or more of five reasons:

¢ To learn more about Russell.

e To be in touch with others having similar
interests.

e To promote ideas and causes Russell
thought important.

e To discuss Russell’s work with others.

¢ To do something useful for others via the
Russell Society.

A number of members are professional
philosophers and educators in other fields.
But most members are of the general public
and of diverse backgrounds. Anyone
interested in Russell is welcome as a
member.
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ANNUAL MEETINGS

The Russell Society holds a three day annual
meeting featuring scholarly and popular
presentations about Russell and related
subjects, a business meeting, a reception, a
banquet, and ample opportunities for
interaction with fellow attendees. Usually
scheduled in June in a university setting,
annual meetings have taken place in New
York, Washington, Chicago, Los Angeles, San
Diego, Toronto, and Hamilton, Ontario, site
of the Bertrand Russell Archives at McMaster
University. Past speakers have included
historians Will and Ariel Durant;
philosophers Corliss Lamont and Paul Kurtz;
Paul Arthur Schilpp, creator of “The Library
of Living Philosophers”; scholar Margaret
Moran; and U.S. Congressman Neil
Abercrombie.

OTHER RUSSELL SOCIETY
ACTIVITIES

e Publication of Russell Society News, a
quarterly newsletter.

» Support of Russell scholarship in various
ways, such as administering a “Prizes for
Papers” program for undergraduates and
professionals (graduate students, junior
academics, and non-academics).

¢ Operation of the Society Library that lends
and sells Russell-related items.

e Annual participation in American
Philosophical Association meetings.

e Bestowing awards for books and to
meritorious individuals and organizations.
Awardees have included Steve Allen,
philosophers Elizabeth Ramsden Eames
and Nicholas Griffin, People for the
American Way, and Planned Parenthood
Federation of America.

MEMBER ACTIVITIES
AND BENEFITS

Members are encouraged to attend annual
meetings and otherwise to take part in
Russell Society affairs, as in serving on a
committee, making an annual meeting
presentation, or undertaking some special
task. Members may be as active or inactive
as they wish. Some are very active. Some
wish merely to be kept informed. No matter.

Members receive Russell Society News in
February, May, August, and November and
McMaster University's Russell: The Journal of
the Bertrand Russell Archives semiannually.
Other member benefits include use of the
Society Library and election voting rights.

MEMBERSHIP PARTICULARS

Membership categories and annual dues in
U.S. dollars are (1) Individual, $35; (2)
Couple (two persons at the same address),
$40; (3) Student, $20; (4) Limited Income
Individual, $20; (5) Limited Income Couple,
$25. To these amounts should be added $10
for members outside the U.S.A., Canada, and
Mexico and $4 for members in Canada and
Mexico.

Membership is on an annual basis. Renewal
dues are due January 1. For administrative
simplicity, new memberships are retroactive
to January 1, and 2 new member will be sent
the same number of publications (four
newsletters and two journals) as any
member. The one exception is for new
members joining in October-December; their
first “year” lasts through December of the
following year.
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BERTRAND RUSSELL: A
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Born in 1872 into British aristocracy and
educated at Cambridge University, Russell
gave away his inherited wealth. But in 1931
he inherited and kept an earldom. His
multifaceted career centered on work as a
philosophy professor, writer, and lecturer.

Russell was an author of diverse scope. His
first books were German Social Democracy,
An Essay on the Foundations of Geometry,
and A Critical Exposition of the Phbilosopby of
Leibniz. His last books were War Crimes in
Vietnam and The Autobiography of Bertrand
Russell. Among his other especially
noteworthy titles are Principia Mathematica
(with A.N. Whitehead), Sceptical Essays, The
Congquest of Happiness, and A History of
Western Philosophy.

Russell was involved, often passionately, in
numerous controversies of his time. For
example, he supported suffragettes, free
thought in religion and morals, and world
government; he opposed World War I and
the Vietnam War, nationalism, and political
persecution. He was jailed in 1918 for anti-
war views and in 1961 for his anti-nuclear
weapons stance.

He married four times and had three
children. With Dora Russell he founded the
experimental Beacon Hill School. Russell
knew or worked with many of the most
prominent figures in late 19th and 20th
century philosophy, mathematics, science,
literature, and politics.

Active as a political and social critic until his
end, Russell died in 1970, aged 97.

BERTRAND RUSSELL QUOTED

“The good life is one inspired by love and
guided by knowledge.” (Motto of The
Bertrand Russell Society.)

“Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly
strong, have governed my life: the longing
for love, the search for knowledge, and
unbearable pity for the suffering of
mankind.”

“I wish to propose for the reader’s
favourable consideration a doctrine which
may, I fear, appear wildly paradoxical and
subversive. The doctrine in question is this:
that it is undesirable to believe a proposition
when there is no ground whatever for
supposing it true.”

“The governors of the world believe, and
have always believed, that virtue can only be
taught by teaching falsehood, and that any
man who knew the truth would be wicked. I
disbelieve this entirely. I believe that love of
truth is the basis of all real virtue, and that
virtues based upon lies can only do harm.”

“An individual human existence should be
like a river--small at first, narrowly confined
within its banks, and rushing passionately
past boulders and over waterfalls. Gradually
the river grows wider, the banks recede, and
the waters flow more quietly, and in the end,
without any visible break, they become
merged in the sea, and painlessly lose their
individual being. The man who, in old age,
can see his life in this way, will not suffer
from the fear of death, since the things he
cares for will continue.”
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From The Atlantic Monthly, October 1993, pp.
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Aristocratic
Rebels

by Hermione Lee

BERTRAND RUSSELL: A LIFE
by Caroline Moorvhead.
Viking, $30.00.

OTTOLINE MORRELL:
LIFE ON THE GRAND SCALE
by Miranda Seymour.
Farras, Straus & Giroux, $30.00.

hasn’t it been made? We've had
Derck Jarman’s Witrgenstein and
Sally Potter’s Ordando. And now—Peter
Greenaway's Garsingron? Think of it
The starring roles: two of English histo-
ry’s most cerebral, intense, and physi-
cally mismatched adulterous lovers, the
ive, chinless, lech aristo-
cratic, iconoclastic philosopher, with his
bright eyes and hyena laugh and man-
nered specch, and the immensce, flame-
haired, huge-nosed, huskily booming
and whispering hostess, oozing with
spiritual and emotional largessc. Parts
to dic for. Dudley Moore and Anjelica
Huston? Woody Allen and Eleanor
Bron? And the supporting cast! The
ruthlessly abandoned wife, sad, awk-
ward, desperatc Quaker Alys, and lhe
dotmg band, hand

B ERTIE AND OTT: The Movie. Why

Bedford Square; the House of Com-
mons . .. And the dialogue! *} feel just
filled with utter thankfulness for you
and worship. Dasling darling Bertie.”
“My love for you is as deep and bound-
less as the sca. I cannot tell you how
great it is, but 1 know you know. Yours
in utter devotion, B.™ No: perhaps it
would all be too much of a good thing
—to0 much idiosyncrasy, too much col-
of, too much period Englishness.
Thesc two biographers handle the
h of their subjects in
dlff:ren! ways. (Onc difference is in
naming: Moorchead, writing of a public
man, speaks of “Russell”; Seymour,
dealing with a private life, of “Orto-
tine.”) Both have a great deal of new
material: Miranda Seymour rescues Or-
toline's ional and candid

Russell’s intellectual development is
formative, or paradigmatic, of the age.
So she must trace, in their context, his
cvolvmg and changmg commitments to
ive educa-

tion, passi i and di
ment. She must make us understand
the links between his fervent atheism,
his belief in the possibility of social re-
construction (at once optlmlsuc and
grimly realistic), and his repudi as

123-124,

126-130:

ever want to come here again,” he ob-
served on a visit to America in the 1920s,
“please remind me not to: the peopie
are horrible, and the beastliness of the
country makes me miserable.” But he
was happy to retumn on Jecture tours for
ever larger fees, even as his criticisms of
the country (first aired in an Adlensic
Monnkly picce in 1915, urging America
to take a firmer stand against the “war-

a logician, of idcalism and his convic-
tion that all knowledge rests on empir-

ring g " of Europe) became
more and more extreme. They culmi-
nated, in his ninctics, in his vitriolic op-

ical evid And she is dealing with a
much less sympathetic, as well as 2
much more intelligent, character, and
has had w0 decide when to take offense.

Fortunately, she steers clear of the
current fnshlon for pejorative, witch-

from the ial wid: 'S

h and lcts Russell’s
¢ et

ing hand, and Carolinc Moorchead Ius
profited from a mass of unpublished pa-
pers, particularly those of Russell’s
wives and mistresses, Oteoline’s biogra-
pher is concerned with helping her es-
cape from the standard image of “3
bizarre and overbearing aristocrat whe
tried to get into intellectual sociery™—
an image for which Scymour largely
blames the Bloomsbury group (though
I think La is as much resp
ble). She wants to replace the much-
caricatured grotesqueric of Ottoline in
later years—maligned by Clive Bellasa
haggard old wreck in her diny finery—
with a younger Outoline, beautiful, ad-
and original. So she tends to

d d Philip Morrell
And all that famous crowd of Apostles
and Bloomsbcmcs. poets and politi-
cians and p hers! What walk

roles! Vnrglma Woolf lethally watchful,
equivocal friend to Ortoline, describing
Russcll as a “luminous vigorous mind
... artached to a flimsy little car, like that
of a large glinting balloon.” Darkly de-
monic Ludwig Wittgenstein, Russell’s
possessive pupil and philosophical con-
science. Ouoline’s rival lover, the smol-
deringly erotic painter Henry Lamb,
sulking on the sidelines. D. H. Law-
rence, disgusted, acrimonious, and
vengefully satirical; Siegfricd Sassoon,
T. S. Eliot, Mrs. Eliot, Katherine Mans-
ficld, Shaw, Lenin, Charlic Chaplin . . .
And the scttings! Peppard Cottage, the
lite Morrel! country housc near Hen-
ley: Garsington Manor, Cotswold stone
jewel without, orientally high-colored
stage sct within, secthing with jealous
talents; Trinity College, Cambridge;

o dd.

be effusive and chatty (about “Otro-
line's spectacularly bad press,” about
“sex and religion” as “a famously heady
brew,” and so0 on). In her enthusiasm for
Orroline’s gencrosity, sensitivity, and

L

audacious spirit, her lack of y

o
q cven
ard,

spealy
for itself. As in: “If only he {Bernard
Berenson] would not permit himself
the physical liberties which Jews in-
dulge in of touching onc and putting
their hands on one’s shoulder and so
on.” Or “Who is that Jew at Oxford?”
(referring to the philosopher A. ). Ayer,
whom Russell knew quite wetl). Or, re-
ferring to Lytton Strachey’s homosexu-
ality: “diseased and unnatural.” Or, on
cugenics in Marriage and Morals (1929),
recommending sterilization for “fee-
bie-minded women™ whose offspring
would be worthless to the country.
“Controversial stuff,” Moorchead
meckly, choosing not o be
outraged by her out

p to the Vietnam War and his ob-
sessive attacks on American domination
of the world:

Whenever there is hunger, wherever
there is exploitative tyranny, when-
ever people are tortured and the
masses left to rot under the weight
of discase and starvation, the force
which holds down the people stems
from Washington.

This intemperance may well have
taken its tone, Moorchead suggests,
from the influence of the sinister pro-
tégé, Ralph Schoenman, Russell ac-
quired in his old age. And yet much of
what Russelt said about America was
right. After he was driven from his post
in New York by public outcry, he drew
analogics between Nazlsm and the op-
P of acad freedom in Amer-
ica. The comparisons were prophetic of
the McCarthyism to come. And what
politicaily cofrect campus would “now

November 1993

up as “very childlike in his engross-
ment with his own emotions, virtues,
vices, and the effect he has on other
people. The oddest mixture of candour
and mystery, cruclty and affection.”

And 50 the exasperating personality
—cold, vain, cranky, charmmg, uncrly

fident of his own righ y 3
ly getic and relentlessly clearhead
ed-—is carefully established, and no-
where more emphatically than in this
version, by Colette O'Neil (the actress
Lady Constance Mallcson, his lover, on
and off, for more than thirty years):
“When BR really wants anything, he
lets NOTHING WHATEVER stand in
the way of getting it. He has always
been like that.”

When Moorehead deals with Rus-
sell’s work as a philosopher, she is
somewhat dutiful and flat, though clear
enough on his collaboration with Alfred
Whitehead, his shift away from George
Moorc. and his troubled intellectual re-

p with Wit who de-
tested his popularizing self-help books,
including The Conguest of Happiness. (Al-
though this was timely for a postwar
audience looking for “a new philoso-
phy of life,” Wittgenstein called it a
“vomitive.”) Moorehead docs
nicate the mental excitements of a2 man
for whom the discovery of Euclid at
cleven (“one of the great events of my
life, as dazzling as first love™) and a
sudden revelation in carly manhood of
the answer to Kant’s qucsnon “How is

ible?” were

the anti-Semitic,

PP 1]

B d Russeli to a chair?

There is, after all, quite enough wntch-
hunting going on within this story of 2
lifetime’s resistance to authority. It
starts with Russell’s ostracism by, and

and her valiant fight against lifelong ill-
ness, Seymour pours onto the page a
marvelousty fresh and inti portrait
that changes onc’s feclings toward this
grandly unconventional woman.
Caroline Moorehead has a harder
job, I think. She has some solid (male)
precursors (lives of Russell have been
written by Ronald Clark, Alan Wood,
and Alan Ryan, and a finc life of Witt-
genstein by Ray Monk). She has to
pace herself for a very long haul, from
the Boer War to the Vietnam Wat. wnh
her man p ly and i
involved i m all the major world evcnts
in between. She has to deal with the
broad shifts in liberal thinking in this
century and to decide to what extent

and

no longer loved Alys” ). their horribly
prolonged breakup (“So as not to feel
overpoweringly iritated, Russell decid-
ed to stop looking at her”), Alys's self-
disgust, and her wretched later life, fifty
years spent hoping for his return.
Russell's minor liaisons—his irrespon-
sible flirtation with the unstable Vivien
Eliot, his ruthless shedding of the un-
happy American g:rl Helen Dudiey (*1
broke her heari™)—are coolly present-
ed. Moorehead cannot quite remain
neutral about Russell’s exploitation of
the remarkable Colette, whom he left
and returned to and left, over and over
again, from 1916 to 1949. (“If you leave
me,” she wrote once, “I'll not kill my-

lised that [

seif . . . I'll still love you as I'm loving Here child

you now; but I shall not cell you what is
in my heart I know that we belong to-
gether. If you don't know it, there is
nothing I can do.” There was no reply.)
But she evenhandcdly shows how bitter
his second wife, Dora, could be (their
divorce, for all their vaunted principles
of sexual freedom and equality, was vi-
ciously recriminatory) and how “difficule
and dislikcable™ was his young third *
wnfc. “Peter” Spenne. Russell’s contra-

commitment to educational reform and
inability to bring up his own children |
happily, belief in equal rights and the
demoting of women'’s intellectual capac-
itics—come across infuriatingly.
There'’s some comedy, too, not least
in Russell’s attempts at fatherhood (af-
ter the birth of his firse child he wrote to
Wittgenstein: “At first he Jooked exactly
like Kant, but now he looks more like a
baby™; and he told his children, in later
years, to lean out of the car window and
shout “Your grandfacher was a mon-
key!™ at passers-by, “to convince them
of the correctness of Darwin’s theory of
evolution”) and in Russell and Dora's
managing of the permissive 1920s
Montessori-style Beacon Hl" school.

di | from, Cambridge for his paci-
fism in the First World War, and his im-
prisonment in 1918 for advocating peace
with Germany. It continues in 1940 with
a savagely censorious American cam-
paign of moral indignation against his
appointment to 2 chair (“a chair of inde-
cency”) at the City College of New
York, and it ends with his week’s prison
sentence, at the age of cighty-cight, for
“inciting the public to disobedience™ at
the Hyde Park Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament rally of 1961.
In the American conflict Russell’s in-
~cxtricable egotism and heroism are
scen at their most vivid. His actitude to-
ward the States—characteristic of many
upper-class British intcllectuals—was
one of mingied scorn and greed. “I |

di | greed and p

class intellectuals wele scm to develop
their “spirit of enquiry.” Stories of
Dora’s quests for chamber pots in pri-
mary colors, her instructions to the staff’
to let the children swear and flick bucter
at the ceiling during mealtimes, and her
school plays (“Thinking in Front of
Yourself,” in which the hero, Youth,
makes his life choices among a worker, 2
“moderm” woman, and a factory owner),
or of Russell’s concern for the children's
bowel movements (“considered so im-

portant that Russcll himself would sic
on the lavatory, his trousers round his
ankles, surrounded by children on their
pots. When these tipped over, as they
often did, no fuss was madc”), have a
particularly English flavor to them. That
sort of affected, well-meaning, privi-
leged bohemianism runs all the way
from William Morris to Dartington Hall
and the Green Pamy.

OOREHEAD IS in no doubt that

the love affair with Ottoline

was one of the most important
things that ever happencd to Russell,
and she quotes him saying in his avto-
biography, “She made me less sclfcen-
tred, and less self-righteous . . . She
idd] made me less of a Puritan.”

‘The great quarre] between them was
over belief, an issuc that shows up the
differences between these two biogrna-
phers, Moorchead talks mildly of Rus-
sell’s worrying away at the question of
faith and realizing that cither Ortoline -
would have to “abandon her depen-
dence on her God” o he would “have
to find some compromise acceptable to
them both.” She notes that the novel
they wrote together, about 2 young man
searching for a faith, The Perplexities of

I'TH SUCH 2n incomparable
mixture of integrity, idiosyn-
crasy, and arrogance on her

hands, Moorchead does well 10 main-
win a moderate tone. Her descriptions
of Russell tend to be given in voices
other than her own. A young American
meeting him when Russell was twen-
ty-two, in 1895, said, “He gave me a
fecling of intense mental life almost
unrivalied in my expericnce. Ideas
simply leaped from him.” Beatrice
Webb described him in her diary a few
years later as dark-haired, bright-eyed,
nervous, alert, quick, intellectually au-
dacious, and a delightful talker, with no
tolerance for bores or for “other peo-
ple's emotions.” Nosbert Wiener, the
German-American philosopher prodi-
gy, at Cambridge in 1913 called him a
“keen, cold, logical machine.” In 1918
a fellow noncombatant summed him

in his i mner llfc.

But she does best with the outer life,
the active expressions of Russell’s pow-
erful will: his sclf-assertive marital and
sexual behavior, and his analogous, but
more admired, i igent and anti
thoritarian acts in the public sphere.
Russell’s peculiar childhood—the early
deaths of his radical, aristocratic parents,
and his Victorian religious upbringing
by his grandmother, the puritanical wid-
ow of Lord John Russcll, in the grand
and gloomy Pembroke Lodge—clearly
has a great deal to answer for in his later
relationships. Moorehead isn’t over-
bearingly psychoanalytical: she deals
quietly, for instance, with Russell’s fears
of inherited insanity in his family (an af-
fliction that indeed affected the desper-
ately unhappy lives of his son and his
granddaughters). She gives the facts
simply of Russell’s cruelty to his first
wife: his notorious moment of disen-
chantment (“I went out bicycling one

Joks Forstice, was not a great success and
was almost immediately repudiated by
Russell as “too sentimental.” But Sey-
mour makes much more of Ottoline’s
spiritual grip on Russell, and argucs that
in the religious debate between them
he moved a long way from his earlicr
sensc of “cosmic loneliness.” She puts
more emphasis, too, on the battle for
dominance over Russell’s mind be-

tween Wittgenstein and Ortoline: “If

Wittgenstein had had his way, Russell
would never have written a2 word about
religion and morals; if Ottoline had been
aliowed to have hers, he would have
written about nothing clsc.” It's charac-
teristic of Seymour to go for the more
dramatic interpretation. (When Ortt and
Bertic were reunited after his American
trip in 1914, Moorchead writes, “their
fondness for cach other” was undimin-
ished; Seymour’s version is, “Their sex-
ual relations now entered a new phase
of blazing intensity.”) But her casc fora
profound influence that was later played
down by Russell looks plausibie.

And they had strong affinitics. They
were both intensely eager for matcrial to
sink their teeth into, but Otwoline’s pas-
sion for experience, as Miranda Sey-
mour vividly demonstrates, went into
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society, relationships, faith, imaginative
intmacies with artists, interior design,
clothes—all things that left Russell cold.
‘They were both vain exhibitionists who
didn’t care for convention. They had
both had odd, grand childhoods. Otto-
line spent a solitary, pious, undereducat-
ed youth in Bolsover Castle (home in
the seventeenth century to the literary
Duchess of Newcastle, Ottoline’s role
modet), shadowed by a tribe of unsym-
pathetic aristocratic relatives. Through-
out her adolescence she looked after her
depressed invalid mother. This all
makes painful reading. They both dedi-
cated themsclves to the cause of consci-
entious objectors in the Great War. Sey-
mour waxcs cloguent on Ouolmc s
hospitali ya(F i o intell 1

and artists turned farm laborers, and the
mockery and satire she got in return:
“My chief mistake has been to be too
kind to people who have abused it and
have tried to live on us.” They were
both incompetent parents. For all her
paruiality, Seymour cannot disguise Ot-
toline’s lack of sympathy for her daugh-
ter, Julian (she was the survivor of ewins,
and it was the much-wanted son who
had died), whom she was always accus-
ing of sclfish, sulking ingratitude, stu-

From The Los Angeles Times/Book Review, August 22,
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pidity, and cruelty, but who just wanted
to be more ordinary than her mother.
Ortand Bertic's love affair was ardent
but sexually incompatible: at first she
found him physically unattractive (es-
pecially because he had bad breath, re-
sulting from untrcated pyorrhea), and
she “had a horror of sexual frankness.”
Eventually his infidelities and his de-
mands made her unhappy; but after the
affair ended, the friendship remained.
Seymour argues strongly for Ortoline's
sensuality and attractiveness. But in her
marriage of companionship (Philip
Morrell satisfied himself elscwhere,
producing: Quoline’s dismay—two
illegitimate children by two women at
nearly the same time) and in her affairs
she seems to have been more interest-
cd in minglings of souls than of bodies.
Whenever she fell in love—with the
much older fashionable doctor Axel
Munthe, who seduced her when she
was twenty-four, with Henry Lamb and
Siegfried Sassoon, and with Russcli—
she paid a price for her susceptibility, as
Russclt did not. Seymour has discov-
ered, from the uncensored journals,
only one affair that fulfilled her, and
this was with “Tiger,” a young garden-
ing boy at Garsington. (Seymour sus-

pects that this extraordinary liaison may
have filtered through to Lawrence and
provided a hint for Lady Charrerley'’s
Lover.) But poor Tiger died of a brain
hemorrhage in Ottoline’s arms, the
week before Virginia Woolf was duc to
arrive for a weckend at Garsingeon.
Woolf observed that Ouoiine’s mood
was “low in tone.”

HAT UNITES Ottoline Morrell

and Bertrand Russell histori-

cally is that for all their bold
modernity, they were figures in transi-
tion, leftovers from a previous cra.
When Russcll, at sixty-six, composed a
(greatly premature) obituary for him-
self, he wrote that hls life “had a cer-
tain h ic
cent of that of the ans(ocnuc rcbcls of
the early nineteenth century. . . . He
was the last survivos of a dead epoch.”
In the late 1920s, when he and Outoline
still met regularly as friends, he com-
pared them to “two shipwrecked Victo-
rian mariners adrift in the twentieth
century.”

These anachronistic aristocrats and
the world they remind us of should not
be sentimentally lamented or ideal-
ized. But the couple did share a quaiity
that makes them admirable, for all
their absurdities and their self-ad
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Ouwline wrote in her diary in 1907.
“Your life must break bounds set by
the world.” And, in 1929, “I know |
have given love, affection, interest and
sympathy. It has often been trampled
on, abuscd or misunderstood and de-
rided, but that doesn’t mauter. . . . Self-
satisfaction is death.” Writing to her in
1918, Russell imagined what he would
like a future biographer to say of him.

1 existed from my own centre, many
things that I did werc regrettable, |
did not respect respectable people,
and when I pretended to do so it was
humbug. . . . I hated hypocrisy and
lies: 1 loved life and real people, and
wished to get rid of the shams thac
prevent us from loving real people as
they really are.

George VI, on giving Russell the Or-
der of Merit in 1949, remarked, “You
have sometimes behaved in a way
which would not do if generally adopt-
ed,” and Russell replied, “How a man
should behave depends upon his
profession. A postman, for instance,
should knock on all the doors in a
street at which he has lecters to deliver,
but if anybody elsc knocked on alt the
doors, he would be considered a public
nuisance.” Both Ottoline and Russel!

tion. “Conventionality is deadness,”

knocked on a good many doors. The
quality they shared was courage. 0

1993, p. 5:

OTTOLINE MORRELL
Life on the Grand Scale
e Miranda Sevmour
tlurra, Srans & Girous:
SHLAS2 pprt

Reviewed by

Georgia Jones-Davis

hen D H. Lawrence {irst
pibhsned “Women in
taove” m 1920, he never

s wife and friends —~
Katharire Mansheld and
Myhttetan Murray —apprared
thinly disguiced as the major,

1e of the eruelest portrayals in
the haok 15 Lhat of Lawrence, Bir-
kir's ditearded lover Hermione
#euddice. with her sing-song, lan-
gaoroas, Mected drawl (Think of
the exme Eleanor Bron, who por-
trayed Hermione in the movie
Veruen, snging out it sounds hike
Megalo-MAN-NEE-A!"") Her-
minne 15 the classic aesthete,
whose eccentric, deliberate man-
nerisms make her young house
guests squirm in discomfort and
embarrassment, Suppressing gig-
&les,

“Your passion is a lie.” Birkin
informs Hermione in front of his
future love. Ursula; Frieda. “ltisn’
pateion at all. it is your will It's
your bultying will. You want lo
clutch things and have them in
your power. . . . You haven't got
any real body, any dark sensual
of hfe You have no sensuali-
1y. You have only your will and
your concett of consciousness, and
Vour fust for power. to know.”

Designing Woman

Poor fvrctne Morrell, the real
life prototype for Hermione. She
Just had that kind of affect on
peapie. They thought she was con-
trolling and ludicrous Nobody
tried Kardrr 1o be kind. supporuve,
\o strive mteliectually or be loved
than Mitoizne. Yet nearly everyone
she coanted on as a friend poked
fur 3t her hehnd her back.

What did Lady Otaline Morrell
dn to merit s $30, 452-page
hographs

Is 1" enough to have been per-
sonaliv acquainted with nearly ev-
©oFy 1mparlant writer or artist of
her tme? Taken Bertrand Russell
a< a lover? Belong to the British
anstocracy? tHer brother was a
duke ) To have been one of the
founders of England’s Contempo-
rary Art Socwty? Introduced a
sndpueal Bruisn pubhc 1o the Bal-

Q:1cline s referred 0 dn lhe
Biograptics, letters a:nd memoirs of
evers member of the Rloomehury
Eroup At shie found hersell—of-
ten 0 lier own horror —appeaning
w (R novels of her numerous

"1 broth-thin disguises,

o be uveroked are Aldous Hux-
levs Pr Wimbush in

Bt Lady Caroline
Bury 1a Grahem Greene's “lt's 3
Battlef.ols.” Osbert Suweli’s paro-
dy oi ha as Lady Septugesma
Goodley 1w “Triple Fugue and
Waiter ‘Turner's devastating por-
wait 02 pac Lady Caraway in “The
Acsiretes 1 “Brideshead Revis-

Jones-Dnvis is an awisiant Book
Recreu: edditor.

ited” Evelyn Waugh has Antho-
ny Blanche “wonder aloud 10
Charles Ryder whriher or net he
should acrept his Sunday mvitation
to Garsington.” the Moreell's (-
ford home where shy. tongue-ued
students mungled with famous art-
ists and wrrcers.

Ouoline Bentinck was born on
June, 16, 1873, 1he only daughter in
an upper -crust Enghsh family. She
matured into a ganglv young wom-
ag, sx-feet-tall (at the turn of the
century!) with a cascade of thick
red hair, a large nose and protrud-
ing chin. She was considesed an
exotie beauty in her ume. (Russell
described her face in his memoirs
as “horsy™ and he had been her
lover and 3 loyal fnend!)

Ottokne knew her appearance
was unusual. 30 with anstocratic
panache. she developed a bold
style uniquely ber own. Her vivid.
1y eviored fowns might be inspired
by a Velasquez painting or the
Russian Ballet. She sported enor-
mous hats (one had littie rodents
perched on the brim.) Well into old
age, she sailed into rooms in bil-
tows of satn, silk. embrodery,
magnificenl materials skimpily
sewn into theatncal costumes.

She married badly. Hqndsome
Philip Morrell was a failed attorney
who aspired 1o liberal politics. for
years alienating Ottoline’s conser-
vauve titled family.

They had one daughter. Julian.
Outobne proved to be ar umn-
volved, less than ideal parent, not
so different from other people of
her background and tiass

Philip turned out 10 be a senal
adulterer with no sexyal interest ¢n

e w.fe. Ciioline, in her msocence,
thought he lacked 3 sex dnve.
“Every woman in Bloomshury was
claming to have been eyed by
Philip or propositioned by Berue
[Russell],” Seymeur writes “Not
10 have reccived their altenuon
was Lo seem unattractive ™

It was 1ermible lonchness. not
sex, that drove Otiahne into the
arms of men ousside her marriage.
One can hardly accuse her of
adultery. she was so starved for
alfecuion

Bertrand Russell fell madiy in
love with her. She could not recip-
rocate Mis physical passion, how -
ever. Despite that. they were lov-
ers on and off for seven years.
Philip. carefully covenng up s
own dathances. practically blessed
Quwhne’s affair with Russell. Oner,
when the Morrell's look an cight-
day holiday. Philip left mdway 1n
the week on the same day that
Russell was due :0 arrive. ‘e two
men diplomaticaliy 100k differcat
trans

Dttoline’s main accomplishments
n bfe resied 1 ner vanaus suf-
PpoTLIVe roles as patroncss. surro-
Bale mother, lover, friend. thera-
pist. conhdante, buyer and
publicist, o Engiand’s most talem -
ed painters and wniters before and
during the firs, World War.

Garsinglon became a regular.
ceicbrated headquarters for the
arustic set. Weekends in the coun-

. try turmed inte momths n the

country, as arusis suck as Heary
Lamb (brefly a lover) and Doro-
Lhy Brett moved into collages on
the Carsinglon estate.

The Lineup of house guesis might
include Aldous Huxley, Kathanine

Lady Ottoline Morrell, 1912. From “The Waking Dream: Photography’s First

Century ™ (Metrupolitan Museum of Ar1).

Mansficld and John Middicton
Murray, Lyton Strachey and Car-
rington, Virgima and Leonard
Wooll. Vancssa Rell and Duncan
Grant. They would use the studios
and bedrooms to work in, stroll the
gorgeous italian garden and near-
by woods. emoy sumulating com-
pany over long dinners. (Duning
the war years. a few young men
enjoyed protection as coNsCIENLIoUs
olyectors dotng government -sanc-
uoned work on the Garsington
farms.) And then Iytton Strachey,
would write letters to fellow
Bloomsberries about the appaliing
plumbing, miserablc food and
boorith company ai the Marreli's
Yet. like the others, he continued
to acecptinvitauons, even as he did
his best Lo ravage Ottoline’s repu-
tation.

Tensions deveioped between Ot-

toline and the members of the
Bloomsbury set. They complained
that she had no right to have such
high expectations of artists when
she herself was no creator. David
Garnet wrote, "Spiritually her best
quality was grnerosity: her worst,
meanness and Lhe love of power.”

The ugly gosaip made us way
bark ta Ottohine. who wrote in her
journal, 1 am known as 2
dangerous and gesigning woman,
immeral and unclean. . . . Nobody
likes me.”

Miranda Seymour displays en-
thusiasm for the research that goes
o a work bike this. She reporis 10
her readers how she has studied
Ottoline’s wurnal entey for a par-
ticular eveming 10 compare a ver-
sion of events agunst the dary
eniry of anothe: person mentioned
on the same page. The amount of

detail she presents 13 exhausting.
perhaps even at umes 10 the author
hersell,

Faor example, Ottoline had exiled
her 6-year-old daughter. Julian, 10
& hosputal in Switzeriand, fearing
the child had developed tubercuio-
sis. Julian will grow up. Seymour
asserts, convinced that her mother
dislikes her, an early fecling
“strengthened when she discov-
ered that she was to spend mosi of
her first year back wn Engiand
under her Aunt Frederica's roof as
Bunea-a-week boarder * Unfortu-
nately Seymour never relurns 1o
1his fascinating pont.

Ottoline, for ali the rich detal) of
her interior decorauing, apparet,
bathing habits, tetters and journals,
remains a dusty relic of another
era. §t it as If Scymour hax cap-
tured her in a series of stately,
sepia photographs. For a moment
we can look {nto her face and caich
& glimpse of who she 1s; then her
personality recedes behind Lhe de-
tails.

Outoline never intended Lo be an
open book Lo anyone. She was
incapeble of revealing her inner.
most feelings and thoughts to fam-
ily or friends. Even her own jour-
nals contain evasions, for they
were wntten with Philips eye in
mind and she carefully edited out
certawmn references and events.

And Philip obviously posed 0 a
problem to Seymour. She writes of
Tam, “Philip remains a stumbing-
block. a handsome. shadowy char-
acter whose words are seldom
reporied and whose personahty
Temans veiled *

Yei reading "Outoline Morrell,
Life on the Grand Scale™ alicws
one an accurate, colorful and ciut-
tered portrait of early 20th-Centu-
ry England and the Bloomstiiry
circle.

And anyone with a passior for
reading lives will wonder as we
move further 1nto the Fiectronic
Tiiformation Age, how biograpmies
will be writien abowt the prearsan
OUr OWN Lime, as letlers are re
placed by phone calis and fuxes
and yournals are sccre:
fragile, floppy dixes U
speak o the futanstie ¢
programs of 2Ist-Century h.ogra-
phers. .
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(23) AN TMAGINARY BR-OTTOLINE MORRELL CONVERSATION

Thanks to John Lenz for this submission:

The following comes from a New Yorker article about the British playwright
Alan Bennett (by Stephen Schiff, September 6, 1993, p. 92). This is part
of the growing genre of popular, silly, romanticized literature about
Russell (and Wittgenstein too).

... In "Forty Years On," his hit 1968 play about a daft
historical pageant in an English public school, two of the
students (one riding on top of the other) dress up as Lady
Ottoline Morrell, while a housemaster impersonates Bertrand
Russell. . What follows is a kind of post-Wittgenstein
vaudeville:

Ottoline: Oh, Bertie.

Russell: Yes, Ottoline.

Ottoline: I had an accident yesterday. One of my breasts
popped out of my frock.

Russell: Oh? Which one? ...

Ottoline: It was while I was playing bridge with Queen
Alexandra. Fortunately I was playing my cards very close to
my chest so no one noticed.

Russell: I don't think you have ever appreciated, Ottoline,
the saving qualities of elastic.

Ottoline: Do you ever have the same problem?

Russell: Mutatis mutandis, no. But then I have led a very
sheltered life. I had no contact with my own body until the
spring of 1887, when I suddenly found my feet. I deduced the
rest logically.

It may be hard [the article continues] to imagine sitting
through two hours of such arch frivolity....

Comments: Do the two students impersonating Ottoline, piggyback, make
an obscure reference to what BR called her "horsy" face?

BR didn't use Latin!
The playwright misses a chance to make more fun of a Russellian epiphany.
(The final joke is only. about logic.) -- Did Bertie find his feet while

bicycling?

The reviewer is equally silly. How is the language "post-Wittgenstein"?
(Modernist, yes.)
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(24) BALLOT

Eight Directors are to be elected for 3-year terms starting January 1, 1994.
Normally there would be at least nine candidates for the eight directorships.
However, at this time there are only six nominees. In addition, write-in
votes can be considered.
Make a checkmark next to the names of the six nominees for whom you wish to
cast your vote. You may also specify between one and eight write-in names.
In any case, if you vote for more than eight candidates, your ballot will be
invalid.

( ) IRVING ANELLIS

() ROBERT DAVIS

( ) BOB JAMES

( ) CHANDRAKALA PADIA

( ) PAUL PFALZNER

() HARRY RUJA

Write—-in votes:

Comments on any topic are welcome:

Your name (optional) Date

Please remove this page and fold it as indicated on the other side. It is
addressed and needs no envelope. It does need a stamp (29¢ in the U.S.A.).

Ballots must be received at the specified Chicago address by December 31,
1993.

Thank you for voting--and for voting early.
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