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1) FROM THE PRESIDENT
Michael J. Rockler, President, The Bertrand Russell Society

At the 1992 Board meeting, it was decided to initiate new prizes for
young scholars. Various categories were established including undergraduate
students and graduate students. Each winner receives transportation to the
annual meeting, all costs associated with the meeting, and a complimentary
membership for one year in the Bertrand Russell Society.

Two persons will receive the prizes this year. Tyler W. Roberts, an
undergraduate student at SUNY in Fredonia, will receive the undergraduate
prize. He will present a paper entitled "Russell, the Individual, and
Society." Stefan Anderson, joining us from Norway, will receive the graduate
prize and present '"BR's Search for Certainty in Mathematics and Religion."

Please join us at the BRS annual meeting in June and welcome these
young scholars into the organization. I would also like to thank John Lenz
who chaired the committee which has awarded these prizes.

This year's meeting honors Harry Ruja with the BRS Award. Harry will
present the banquet address and speak on BR's life in photos. On Saturday
Hal Walberg will conduct a reader's theater on Russell autobiography. Nick
Griffin is tentatively scheduled to present a paper on Lady Ottoline. All
of these presentations will add to our understanding of Russell as a person.

I am enthusiastiec about our meeting in San Diego. It will be good to
greet old friends and meet new ones. Won't you join us? Please send in your
registration now. Most persons who attend the annual conference become
regular participants. If you haven't been to a meeting, this would be a great
time to start.

I look forward to seeing all of you in San Diego, June 18-20.

(2) 1993 ANNUAL MEETING UPDATE

The BRS's 1993 Annual Meeting will be held on the campus of the University
of California at San Diego, located in suburban La Jolla, California, from
Friday, June 18 through Saturday, June 20.

Accompanying this RSN issue is a blue annual meeting pre-registration form.
If you are planning to attend but have not yet mailed in your registration
form, please complete the form now and mail it to Michael Rockler. Michael
and the other persons responsible for organizing the meeting will very much
appreciate receiving your pre-registration and payment as soon as possible.
Each person who pre-registers will be mailed additional information concerning
meeting room locations and housing. We look forward to seeing you in June!
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Here is the latest tentative Annual Meeting program:

Friday, June 18, 1993
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. Registration.
6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Dinner.

7:30 - 7:45 p.m. Welcoming Remarks.
Presentation of the Service Award to Marvin Kohl.

7:45 - 8:45 p.m. Timothy J. Madigan. '"The Will to Believe vs. the Will
to Doubt."
8:45 - 9:45 p.m. Presentation of the BRS Book Award to Nicholas Griffin.
Nicholas Griffin. "Lady Ottoline."
9:45 p.m. Board Meeting. (All members welcome.)

Saturday, June 19, 1993

8:00 - 8:30 a.m. Registration.
8:30 - 10:00 a.m. Presentations by Winners of the 1993 Paper Prizes.
Tyler W. Roberts. "Russell, the Individual, and
Society."
Stefan Andersson. "Bertrand Russell's Search for

Certainty in Mathematics and Religion."

10:00 - 10:15 a.m. Coffee.

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. John  Shosky. "Russell and the Contemplation of
Philosophy."

11:15 - 12:15 p.m. Bertrand Russell Society Meeting.

12:30 - 1:30 p.m. Lunch.

2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Hal Walberg. "Russell's Autobiography--A  Readers'
Theater."

3:15 - 4:45 p.m. Marvin Kohl and Michael J. Rockler. . "Russell vs. Russell
on Education."

4:45 - 5:30 p.m. Free Time.

5:30 - 7:00 p.m. Red Hackle Hour at Los Torrito's Restuarant.
7:00 p.m. Banquet.
Presentation of BRS Award to Harry Ruja.
Banquet Address by Harry Ruja. "Russell's Life in
Photos."

Sunday, June 20, 1993
9:00 - 10:00 a.m. Dennis Darland. "What Is Mathematics About?"

10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Coffee. 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Don Jackanicz. Work-
shop: Russell's "A Philosophy for Our Time." 11:30-12:15 p.m. Gonzalo Garcia.

"Did Bertrand Russell Think of Himself as a Pacifist?" 12:15 p.m. Closing.
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(3) TREASURER'S REPORT

Treasurer Dennis J. Darland submitted this report for the quarter ending March
31, 1993.

Beginning Balance, January 1, 1993 $4,775.23

Income
ContribuUtioNS.:eeeeseresesecosssscacssassesssssassosennsaa cseaeeseeaesad31.00
IntereSt.eeeecesssseesessoscasssesassssssssssssssssasssescsnsscnesnsesd’O
New Members....ecevuees e e st eseseersasessresresesesace s ceeeess410.50
Membership RenewalS...eeeoeecesss cesean ceseae Cesescctesessesaanne 2,857.90
Total Income +3,809.10
Expenses
MeetingS.e.eeeeeoesonoessosoansenss ceceeteenseesreassasasanns eseees+375.00
Membership and Information Committee.....seevesvevenscncocanns . e..636.29
MiscellaneouS.ieeeessnseeeeessosssossessrsscnssossssanssasas sessessessl6.58
Total Expenses -1,027.87
Final Balance, March 31, 1993 $7,556.46

(4) RUSSELL IN THE MANUSCRIPT MARKET

Issued in late winter 1993, Catalog 69 of David Schulson Autographs (11 East
68th Street, New York, NY 10021, U.S.A.) has this entry on page 36.

110. RUSSELL, BERTRAND. (1872-1970). British philosopher, mathematician
and reformer; awarded Nobel Prize in Literature (1950).

T.L.S. [typed letter signed] on stationery imprinted in Welsh [sic],
Merioneth, October 17, 1961. Typed above the Welsh address is "from: The
Earl Russell, 0.M., F.R.S."

"I do not for a moment claim that I have 'swept two thousand five years
of metaphysics into the discard' . . . something of this sort has occurred
in logic, but . . . I have been only one of many contributors. . . . I
have the highest respect for many philosophers of past times. . . ."
Signed above his typed name, '"Bertrand Russell."” A fine comment on the
course of logic in this century by one of its pre-—-eminent thinkers.

$225.00
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(5) BRS LIBRARY

The BRS Library sells and lends books, audiotapes, videotapes, and other
materials by and about Russell. Please direct BRS Library inquiries and
requests to Tom Stanley; Box 434; Wilder, VT 05088.

A new audiocassette has been received by the BRS Library: '"Russell vs. Dewey
on Education.'" With Michael Rockler, Tim Madigan, and John Novak. A session
from the inaugural meeting of the Coalition for Secular Humanism and
Freethought, June 1992. 115 minutes.

The following lists Books For Sale by the BRS Library. H-Cloth, otherwise
paperback. Prices are postpaid. Please send your check or money order (U.S.
funds only) payable to "Bertrand' Russell Society" to Librarian Tom Stanley
at the above address.

By Bertrand Russell:

Appeal to the American Conscience.......cceveveaecenss cesesenns cesees$3.15
Authority and the Individual....eeeeeveererencccnroacoscroscnsescaeeeale95
Has Man @ FULUTE? . eveeeeonsssocssssssssssnsnsnsnssnssssnsesessssesHaoaB8.00
History of the World in Epitome....ccevececsnse ceceereenans ceeetecnnroas 1.00
In Praise Of IdlenesSSeccscessessssssssosesnsssssosoasssssssssannenssssenl/add
My Philosophical DevelopmeNt..eseeeseecossococsssosasossosesonsosnsessl/s95
Political TdealsS...eceeveenecnononns ceseeenan cecseecenanan ceeeracanaes 7.95
Power: A New Social AnalySiS.eeeeseeeiecsecsoccnscsnsovsssssessnssessdadl
Principles of Social ReconstructioN......eeveeeeeceeecescsnsensansonesla95
RoAdS tO FreedomMe eeescasssecectosscsnsscscccsencssacsesssssscsanansnsassns 6.50

By Other Authors:
Bertrand Russell, 1872-1970...ceceeeneesccosccsssscassssssassassscass$ble50

Bertrand Russell as a Philosopher by A.J. Ayer........... ceeeteevseannn 2.25
Bertrand Russell's America, Vol. 2, 1945-1970 by
Barry Feinberg and Ronald Kasrils.....ccceieerennenennnncccnns ceeesss9.95

Bertrand Russell's Theory of Knoweldge by Elizabeth Eames.........H...8.50
Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary of BR......H...9.00
Liberty and Social Transformation: A Study in Bertrand

Russell's Political Thought by Chandrakala Padia...... ceeeenen ..H..11.50
Into the Tenth Decade: A Tribute to Bertrand Russell....eceeveeeeees..5.00
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words...... P P

Mr. Wilson Speaks 'Frankly and Fearlessly' on Vietnam to BR...........2.00
" Russell by A.J. AYer....eececeeeecsssscnsossssosasssocsssssossasasssless8.00

A future issue of RSN will provide an updated list of audiocassettes and
videocassettes available through the BRS Library. For now, please refer to
earlier RSN issues for such lists.
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(6) NEW MEMBERS

We welcome these new Bertrand Russell Society members who joined in late 1992
and early 1993. '

Susan M. Ackley. 145 Standart Avenue; J-119; Auburn, NY 13021.

Matthew C. Altman. 3338 Broadmore Drive; Bay City, MI 48706.

Henryk F. Andrzejczak. 15551 Charles River Avenue; Eastpointe, MI 48021-1605.
Bruce Charpentier. P.0O. Box 177; Georges Mills, NH 03751.

Helen Charpentier. P.0O. Box 177; Georges Mills, NH 03751.

Joseph S. Covais. P.0O. Box 327; Brandon, VT 05733.

Vincent Daniele., 8688 Bay 16 Street; Brooklyn, NY 11214-4514.

Claudio De Almeida. Caixa Postal 78; Porto Alegre, RS 90001-970; Brazil
Isadora Delgado. 136 Periwinkle Road; Levittown, NY 11756.

Amber Derek. 621 Cherry Street; Greensburg, PA 15601-2801.

Robert Dow. 1462 East 3150 South; Salt Lake City, UT 84106.

B. Raymond Eckstrand. Box 511; RFD #2; Open Meadows Road; Ashville, NY 14710.
Richard W. Fiori. 1411 North Harrison; Fresno, CA 93728.

J. Scotland Gallo. 17916 East Park Drive; Cleveland, OH 44119.

Gordan I. Hall. P.0. Box 4193; Sevierville, TN 37864-4193.

David S. Hart. 353 Rockingham Street; Rochester, NY 14620.

William R. Hartzog. 405 College Drive; Gaffney, SC 29340.

Bernice Kaiser., 1440 Freeport Loop; Brooklyn, NY 11239.

Edward E. Kellman. 2934 West Farwell Avenue; Chicago, IL 60645.

Craig Kelso. 7407 Alvarado Road; #162; La Mesa, CA 91941.

Charles V. Lauricella. 324 38th Street; Niagara Falls, NY 14303-1053.
Percy Li. 15925 La Escuela Court; Morgan Hill, CA 95037.

Diane Mackenroth. 201 Kingsboro Street; Pittsburgh, PA 15211.

Griffin D. McClellan. 3224 SE Hawthorne; Portland, OR 97214.

Robert Arthur Paglia. WELI Radio; 495 Benham Street; Hamden, CT 06514.
Gertrude E. Parker. 244 Williams Street; Meriden, CT 06450-4515.

Henry D. Richardson. 12 Robbers Row; Hilton Head, SC 29928.

David Schraven. 45 College Street; Buffalo, NY 14201.

Hal Walberg. Philosophy Department; Box 88; Mankato Univ.; Mankato, MN 56002.
William J. Whaley II. 1317 1st Avenue; Watervliet, NY 12189.

James R. Zingelman. P.0. Box 15417; Rio Rancho, NM 87174

(7) RUSSELL ALLUDED TO AS A NARCISSIST

In his article "Intense: Reflections on a Personality Type'" in The Atlantic,
May 1993, pp. 20-24, Richard Brookhiser briefly mentions Russell as "a twenty-
four karat narcissist." Brookhiser then quotes Russell's Gladstone anecdote
about port being served in a claret glass appearing in "Eminent Men I Have
Known," an essay in Portraits from Memory. Thanks to Tim Madigan for this
article,
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(8) CONTRIBUTIONS

Wé would 1like to express our sincere thanks to these persons who made
financial contributions to the Bertrand Russell Society during late 1992 and
early 1993.

Neil Abercrombie. J.M. Altieri. Jay Aragona. Dong-In Bae. Michael Emmet
Brady. Whitfield Cobb. Robert K. Davis. Linda Egendorf. Lee Eisler.
Richard Fallin. Earl Hansen. David S. Hart. Charles W. Hill. James Lloyd
Hoopes. Thomas C. Horne. Ting-Fu Hung. Robert T. James. Marvin Kohl.
George G. Kuc. Gladys Leithauser. Glenn R. Moyer. Stephen J. Reinhardt.
Benito Ray. William M. Ripley. Harry Ruja. John F. Schaak. Nan E.
Scofield. Warren Allen Smith. Timothy S. St. Vincent. Henry Van Dyke.
Michael J. Weber. Charles L. Weyand. John A. Wilhelm.

Like many small organizations, the BRS operates through a combination of
membership dues and gratefully received contributions from those members whose
interests or circumstances allow them to make such gifts. Contributions in
any amount, large or small, should be made payableto "Bertrand Russell Society"
and sent to BRS Treasurer Dennis J. Darland; 1965 Winding Hills Road; #1304;
Davenport, IA 52807. Thanks to those who can help the BRS in this way!

9 A RUSSELL-MAYA LIN CONNECTION

We recommend at least an occasional perusal of Current Biography, one of
The H.W. Wilson Company's fine monthly publications. The April 1993 issue
features biographical articles on figures as diverse as Jacques Chirac, Mayor
of Paris, actor Jack Klugman, musician Dave Brubeck, and surgeon Richard
Selzer. The article about architect Maya Lin (pp. 35-39) was of particular
interest as it linked one of her ancestors with Russell:

Maya Lin is best known as the architect whose spare, sculptural public
monuments have helped countless Americans come to terms with some of the
more painful facts of their country's history. More than a million people
travel to Washington, D.C., each year, on a pilgrimage to Lin's Vietnam
Veterans Memorial....Among Lin's other illustrious ancestors is her
paternal grandfather, Lin Chang-min, a progressive lawyer who lobbied for
reform in China and traveled to England in the 1920s as a member of the
Chinese Association for the League of Nations. In London, the gregarious
Lin Chang-min and his daughter, Hui-yin, counted among their friends and
acquaintances such luminaries as H.G. Wells, E.M. Forster, Arthur Waley,
Thomas Hardy, Bertrand Russell, and Katherine Mansfield.
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RUSSELL IN SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE

May 1993

We were delighted to see Israel Shenker's major article about Russell's life
in the May 1993 issue of Smithsonian (vol. 24, no. 2, pp. 128-130, 132-142).

Here in reduced size are the first two pages.
lists the article as "Paradoxical, polemical Bertrand Russell:

fearless,

ethics to free love."

at 250, the
sharks, as
Foundation.

reference to Russell.

By Israel Shenker

The provocative
progress of a
pilgrim polymath

Bertrand Russell, the freewheelingest
philosopher of the century, tried to prove

that life is real-and found it earnest

Philosophers traditionally wonder about the nature of
reality. How do we know it? How can we prove that we
know it? Does the forest exist if there's no one around to
see it? [t doesn’t, say the skeptical idealists. It does, say
the philosophical realists. Is the external world, as ideal-
ists insist, merely a collection of sensations in one’s head®
These hairsplitting issues are sull in doubt, though the
conviction that objects exist, with or without witnesses, is
on the rise. Even so, and even with the benefit of hind-
sight, it is hard 1o believe that such a one as philosopher
Bertrand Russell really existed.

For in nearly every way imaginable. Russell’s existence
was no common matter. Philosophically, he was some-
times an idealist and sometimes a realist. Physically, he
was something of an anomaly, a man slim, erect and fine
of profile, who vet resembled the Mad Hatter or, as nov-
elist Aldous Huxley once described him. “one of those
extinct bird-lizards of the Tertiarv.” At the drop of a hat,
he was prepared to dispute conventional wisdom, pre-
vailing orthod even common well as his
own most cherished convictions. He was sent to jail dur-
ing World War [ for writing that American troops in Eng-
land might be used to intimidate Briush strikers. (The
authorities tlaimed that Russeil had prejudiced His
Majesty’s refations with the USA.) In the 1920s he visited
the Soviet Union but, unlike most liberals of the time,
saw it as a repressive disaster area. Yet in his old age
Russeil was best known as an anti-American, worid-
class peacenik.

As a thinker, he fixed Man's place as a footnote in an

123

well as omne

Celts,

Among schoolchildren: 60-vear-old Russell holds
hands with his students at Beacon Hill in the 1930s.

obscure portion of the cosmic volume. He once described
people as “tiny lumps of impure carbon and water divid-
ing their time between labor to postpone their normal dis-
solution and frantic suruggle to hasten it for others.” Be-
fore his death in 1970, however. he wrote: “Threc
passions, simple but overwhclmingly strong, have gov-
erned my life: the longing for love, the search for knowl-
edge, and unbearable pity for the suffering of mankind.”

Tn 1950, when he won the Nobel Prize in Literature,
he became the only English philosopher and Nobel lau-
reate ever denied 2 post at an American university for,

photomicrography,

concerning the history

Duke Ellington,

He founded school in 1927, encouraged free thought
about sex and religion, and daily orange juice.

among other things. advocating and practicing free love.
But he was also, without doubt, the most brilliant, the
most inventive, the most fearless and the most contro-
versial philosopher of the 20th century. As well as, hands
down, the most prolific-more than 80 books, thousands
of articles, 50.000 letters, about everything from the
of pure mathematics to the cruelties of
Communism. from what makes a true staicment true, to
the need for bisth control.
Arguably, too, he was the century’s most influential
philosopher. Though Gottlob Frege, a then obscure

The issue's table of contents

Brilliant and

the controversial philosopher ranged from mathematics to religion,
Also in this issue are articles about Thomas Jefferson
blacksmithing, and
and art of the Barnes

Included in the Barnes Foundation article is the to be expected
We recommend you pick up a copy of Smithsonian!

German profe of ics. is now regarded as
the founder of mathemacal logic, it was Russell, as the
main creator of what is known as analytic philosophy,
who first made questions about the nature and role of
togic and tanguage central to philosophy.

This astonishing polvimath was barn in 1872. His god-
father was John Stuart Mill, the arch-advocate of liberty
and social justice. His grandfather Lord John Russell
(later, Ist earl Russell) had twice served Queen Victoria
as prime minister and perhaps saved England from revo-
lution by introducing the Reform Bill of 1832. His fa-
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(11) FROM HARRY RUJA

At the June 1993 Annual Meeting Harry Ruja will receive the BRS Award for his
many contributions to Russell studies. We look forward, too, to hearing
Harry's banquet adress titled "Russell's Life in Photos."

RSN 76, November 1992 asked for help in identifying this Russell quotation
displayed on the first page of the September 13, 1992 [Montreal] Gazette:
"The exercise of power is agreeable, especially when it is an obscure
individual who exercises power over a prominent ome." In response to this
Harry wrote to us:

The quote . . . has eluded me, but there is something similar in Chap.
5 of War Crimes in Vietnam (first published in The Minority of One, Feb.
1965): "Man is a quarrelsome and power-loving animal. Life without power
and without quarrels would seem to him a tame and tedious affair. From
the combination of quarrels and love of power most of history
proceeds...."

Harry is often the source for materials reproduced in RSN. Here are two more
short newspaper clippings he provided, respectively from The Guardian, October
20, 1965 and The [London] Evening Standard, May 16, 1962.

- - Ve!‘.

=10 be a ‘religicus
service. on Sunday to mark
his 90th' birthday. It is™~to

Labour picks Lord

’ Eusse!Bs 5:0!1
Bertrand Russell's younger son,

Mr Conrad Russell, was chosen
last night as prospective Labour
parliamentary candidate for
South Paddington. Mr Russell,
aged 28, is a lecturer in modern
history at London University. He
lives with his wife in Hampstead.

In the general election, South
Paddington was held for the
Conservatives by Commander
;lgg;rt Allan with a major 'y of

& -at. Lewl Tﬁj}{t}ﬂ”la@
e i

Jeremy = Goring, tells . me:
“We ou%h,t'lt a good thing
to-do." Although Lord Russeil
will have nothing to.do with
any orgarnised religion, ..we
feel he is a: deeply. religious
man (in _the real sense.

“There’ is also a strong
family connection with the
Unitarian Church. His grand-
parents founded the Unitar-
fan Church in London.”

There will be an address on'
Russell’s significance; a lesson
taken from one of his books:
and a2 hymn written by his
uncle, Rollo Russell. o

Lord Russell has not been
invited to ‘the wvervice. “1
expect, if we had done'so, we
would Nave got a rather
amusing refusal” says Mr.
Goring.
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(12) FROM KEN KORBIN

Longtime BRS member Ken Korbin asked for this Open Letter to be printed in
RSN. Ken refers to a videotape in the BRS Library of a Phil Donahue
television program featuring Gore Vidal. Anyone wishing to respond to Ken
may contact him directly at his New York address or may write to RSN.

March 1993

An Open Letter to BRS Members

It troubles me that the Russell Society Library continues to keep the
videocassette by Gore Vidal in its collection.

For at least the past 5 years, a great deal of information concerning Mr.
Vidal's anti-Semitic remarks and affiliations have been appearing in New

York City newspapers.

I myself mailed one particularly informative newspaper article about Vidal
to the BRS last summer.

If any other members of the BRS feel as strongly about this matter as I
do, please let me know.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
KEN KORBIN
P.0. Box 763

Village Station
New York, NY 10014

(13) THE SCIENTIFIC OUTLOOK UPDATED

Tim Madigan informed us of Timothy Ferris's May 13, 1993 book review of
Understanding the Present: Science and the Soul of Modern Man by Brian
Appleyard (Doubleday, 269 pp., $23.50) in The New York Review of Books, pp. 17-
19. Mr. Ferris begins his article with a summary examination of Russell's
book The Scientific Outlook and moves on to the body of his review by
reflecting, "...it's hardly surprising that controversy continues to flare
up over the Faustian question of whether science has at last gone too far."
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(14) REPORT FROM LEE AND JAN EISLER

Lee Eisler, BRS Vice President/Information and Editor Emeritus. of RSN, and Jan
Eisler now spend the warm months in Coopersburg, Pennsylvania and the cool
months in Madeira Beach, Florida. We were very happy to learn the following
about Lee's most recent large-scale writing project: "Prometheus Books
expects to publish my book--The Quotable Bertrand Russell--in May 93.... A
mailing from H.H. Waldo, Bookseller lists the book among his books for sale,
and calls it a new paperback, 235 pp. Prometheus says the price is $16.95."
It will be good to see the Eislers again at the 1993 Annual Meeting in San
Diego. We hope that Lee's book might be on display then and would be
delighted to have an autograph session!

Here is more important news from Lee:

The Virgin Mary Has an 800 Number

Several large billboards in the St. Petersburg, FL area were advertising
this fact (if, in fact, it was a fact).

It was.

We called the number -- 1-800-882-MARY -- and got the following recorded
message:

The Virgin Mary has been appearing on Long Island, New York,
with an urgent message for the world. To receive this message,
along with your free brochure, leave your name and address at
the tone, and it will be sent to you through the mail at no
cost. At the tone, please speak clearly, and spell out your
mailing address. And may God bless you.

We of course followed these heaven-sent instructions, and await the
outcome with considerable anticipation.

(15) REVIEW OF NEW POPPER BOOK

We recommend reading Ernest Gellner's review of In Search of a Better World:
Lectures and Essays of Thirty Years by Sir Karl Popper (Routledge, 256 pp.
$25), appearing in The New Republic, issue 4,083, pp. 35-38. Sir Karl was
the recipient of the 1992 BRS Award. In his review, Gellner refers to Russell
as one "of the prophets of liberalism I have met . . . [who] were personally
liberal and tolerant...."
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(16) SHEILA TURCON ON RUSSELL'S TITLE

The good work done by Sheila Turcon at the Bertrand Russell Archives and the
Russell Editorial Project at McMaster University ends ofi June 15, when she
leaves her current position there. Russell researchers, including many BRS
members, are 1indebted to Sheila for her consistent professionalism and
commitment to Russell studies. We were particularly pleased that Sheila was
able to participate in the 1992 BRS Annual Meeting in Washington, DC, and we
hope to see her again at some of our future meetings. We are grateful to
Sheila for having contributed the following article to RSN.

Lord Bertrand?--Never

With my time of employment at the Russell Editorial Project coming to
an end, it seems appropriate to record all I know about Bertrand Russell's
title less, alas, it be lost forever. One of my first tasks with the Project
was to index Volume I of The Collected Papers. I was instructed to get all
the titles correct so we would not be pilloried by British reviewers as
colonial hicks.

Lord John Russell was born the son of the Duke of Bedford in 1792. His
title was a courtesy title as a younger son of a peer. His oldest brother,
the heir to the dukedom, took the Duke's second title, Marquess of Tavistock,
as a courtesy. Holders of courtesy titles are not eligible to sit in the
House of Lords. The second title continued to be held by the father but was
used by his eldest son. The styling of Lord John's title (i.e. the inclusion
of his first name) told all those familiar with the British system of titles
exactly what his status was. He married, in 1841, Lady Frances Elliot, the
daughter of the Earl of Minto. In her case, the styling indicated something
different, i.e., that her title came by birth from her father. Upon marriage
women had to take the titles of their husbands, if they had titles to give
them, Thus she became Lady John Russell. If she had married outside the
nobility she could have kept the Lady Frances styling. A good example of this
is one of Russell's mistresses, Lady Constance Malleson (daughter of Earl
Annesley but married to a commoner, Miles Malleson). Lady John was an
official title and not a nickname indicative of her ferocity (as was once
thought by some).

Younger sons with courtesy titles are not able to pass on their titles
to ‘the next generation. When Lord John was created Earl Russell and Viscount
Amberley in 1861 by Queen Victoria for his service to the nation in a variety
of posts including Prime Minister, he became a peer, gaining titles which he
was able to pass on to his children. His oldest son John took the second
title, Viscount Amberley, as a courtesy. The Earl's younger sons become the
Hon. William Russell and the Hon. Rollo Russell. An earldom is of lesser rank
than a dukedom; the titles of the sons are therefore different. The titles of
the daughters are the same; his daughter Agatha became Lady Agatha. And his
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wife Frances became Countess Russell (alternatively Lady Russell). [Note:
for indexing purposes: Russell, Frances, Lady NOT Russell, Lady Frances.]
The confusion arises, I think, because both Lord John Russell and Lord Russell
are correct for the first Earl Russell at different stages in his life. Lord
Russell is an alternative styling for Earl Russell and the only acceptable
form of second person address; both styles are fine for third person.

But for Viscount Amberley's younger son, Bertrand, only two stylings
are correct: the Hon. Bertrand Russell and Earl Russell (alternatively Lord
Russell). Bertrand was never known as Viscount Amberley because he was never
the oldest son of an Earl. And when he succeeded in 1931 on the death of his
brother Frank, the second Earl, he already had a son of his own. Although
he succeeded to both titles, he used only the senior one. His son, John
Conrad took the second title, Viscount Amberley, as a courtesy and his
daughter became Lady Katharine. Bertrand did not gain a seat in the House
of Lords immediately. Sufficient time had to pass (11 months!) to ensure that
Frank's long-estranged wife Elizabeth would not give birth to an heir.

Although by that time Russell was well known as simply Bertrand Russell
and continued to publish under that name, he was well aware of all the
information I have just imparted to you, and, no doubt, could have explained
it all more clearly. But take heart, even Frank could get confused by all
this. He states in his autobiography, My Life and Adventures, p. 42: "I was
no longer Viscount Amberley, I was Earl Russell--wretched child of twelve!"
Even if he is correct about being Viscount Amberley (he was not, after all,
the oldest son of an Earl) he is wrong about losing the Amberley title; it
was his for life.

Russell made several statements to the press that I know of concerning
his title. Here are few of them.

1. His announcement, on his succession, with his wife Dora, in March
1931: "Lord and Lady Russell state that they only propose to make us of their
title when it is strictly necessary for formal occasions. In the household
and ordinary life they and their children will continue to be styled as
before. For the purpose of his literary work, Mr. Russell will continue to
write as Bertrand Russell. Mrs. Russell, on democratic and feminist grounds,
wishes to preserve her identity as Dora Russell, in which name she has
hitherto written."

Note: the styling Dora Russell, rather than Mrs. Bertrand Russell
broke conventions of the time; Mrs. Dora Russell was the styling of a divorced
woman. In 1926 Russell, in an interview with Crystal Eastman, stated: "I
admit I should not like to have become Mr. Dora Black."

It was also in 1931 that the story resurfaced that Russell would have
taken the title Lord Snooks if he had been given a title to swell the
membership of the House of Lords in 1911.

2. Letter to the editor of The New Stateman and Nation, 25 June 1932:
"By an inadvertence for which I am not responsible, my signature appears in
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your issue of June 18th as '"Russell." [Note: this is the correct signature
for a peer.] Ever since, through no fault of my own, I became a peer, I have
been trying to persuade my snobbish countrymen not to use my title, but it
is up-hill work."

3. Divorced from Dora and living with his new wife, Patricia, in the
United States: "American journalists say I refused the title. That isn't
so. It dirritated me to get anonymity as Lord Russell since my reputation was
established as Bertrand Russell, but there is no known method of losing a
title except to be accused of high treason and have your head cut off on Tower
Hill, which hasn't been done for centuries." 14 March 1943.

Patricia Russell had this light-hearted comment to make in Princeton,
N.J. on 7 Feb. 1944: "It [the title] is such a handicap. Sometimes we do,
sometimes we don't. In shops when they asked for my name I used to say Lady
Russell. The girl would look puzzled and say, 'But is it Miss Lady Russell
or Mrs. Lady Russell?'"

4. On their return to England, their position seemed to harden: "I
must state again that except where my nom-de-plume is concerned, I prefer to
be known as Lord Russell. It is still frequently assumed that I prefer to
be known as 'Mr. Russell' or "Professor Russell' or 'Doctor Russell' or
anything rather than 'Lord Russell.' This is erroneous. I have never wished
to be called 'Mr.' and I am not a doctor or a professor. What is particularly
annoying is a widespread practice of alluding to me as 'Mr. Russell' and to
my wife as 'Lady Russell' giving the utterly false impression that my wife
wishes to use her title while I do not wish to use mine. In fact, she has
simply adopted my own usage.' 19 May 1945.

5. Later in life he signed many letters to the editor as "Russell."
Edith Russell's papers contain a typed information slip for domestic staff
on how to properly address them using their titles. Russell made this
statement on her title: "To call my wife Lady Edith Finch Russell implies
that she is the daughter of a Duke, a Marquis or an Earl, and that I am not
a peer. You must call her either Lady Russell or Countess Russell." 16 Sept.
1958. The mistake was to equate Edith's ranking to that of Lady Constance
Malleson, when it was, in fact, the exact opposite.

To inquiring correspondents, however, Russell often replied: "I do
not care two pins how I am addressed."

(17) OFFICERS OF THE BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY

Chairman of the Board of Directors--Marvin Kohl. President--Michael J.
Rockler. Vice President--John Lenz. Vice President/Information--Lee Eisler.
Secretary—-Donald W. Jackanicz. Treasurer—--Dennis J. Darland.
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(18) RUSSELL'S 23 JULY 1961 STATEMENT

Tom Stanley located this reprinted statement in The Living Theatre Repertory,
1961-62, 10th Anniversary. Tom regrets to report, however, that he is not
aware of where it was originally published. Can you supply this information?

STATEMENT
23 July, 1961

Bertrand Russell

Most people in this country, as well as in other countries, appear to be unaware that the Govern~
ments of East and West are solemnly preparing, by mutual vituperation, to create a general state of mind
in which the nuclear war, as almost all experts are agreed, means, not only the extermination of nine-
tenths of the populations of Russia and the United States, but also — what for us in Britain, is pecvliarly
important — the total and complete extermination of the whole population of Western Europe and Brit-
ain. Perhaps, to be scrupulously exact, one should make one small exception: if it should happen that,
throughout the few days of war, the wind blew coninvously from the Waest, there might be o few
dorzen survivors in the Ovuter Hebrides. A nuclear wor would wipe out Europe completely and North
America o5 o component of civilization. If it were not happening, 1 should have thought it inconceivable
that ministers, hitherto wncertified, could calmly contemplate this wanton and merciless disaster. Yet, so
it is Statements have been recently made on both sides of the lron Curtain claiming that in a nuclear
war the side to which the speaker belonged might achi victory. This is utterly nonsense; and must be
known to be nonsense by those who utter it, unless they are criminally ignorant of things which it is
their duty to know. The peril is imminent and deadly. Before the end of the yeor we may all be dead
— you, your children if you have any, your wife or husband, our friends, and all who moke up the pop-
vlation of our neighbarhood and your country. If you do nothing, during the coming weeks of crisis, you
will have your share in the blame. You will have your part in the crime of killing all those whom you
care for. The Gavernments con be stopped in their mad folly, but they can only be stopped by o vost
movement of protests in which all sane men and women must toke port. The time may be short. Ac-
tion must be NOW, or it may be too late.

The one thing for which we must stand is that the differences between East ond West, whether
about Berlin or about any other issue, must be setfled by negotiation and not by war — for war, in the
nuclear age, can leave nothing standing that either side could possibly desire. | call upon the popu-
lation of this country, and of every other country that is willing to listen, to rite in @ vast protest with
the cry, “Negofiation, no war.” If you wish to live. if you wish those you care for to live, if you care for-
your country, if you care for human achievement, it is your duty, in this moment of supreme danger, to
do all that Ties in your power to bring some spark of reason and humanity into the minds and hecrts of
those who contrel the destinies of East and West.

We hare usually tried to publish in owr programs some article which we thought would be
of interest to omur audience abowt comtemporary theatre, sometimes a poem, or an essay, or a siate-
ment, Seeking some new piece for ihis program. we found that again and again nothing seemed
quite 10 important, so relevant, as this eloguent and moving siatement by Bertrand Russell. Since
there will be no theasre if there is no world, it seemed 10 us the most imporiant thing 1o publish
at this moment, and. the space being available, we could mot suppress the felt need to put it in
print.

J.B, ] M
November, 1961
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AYER UPON RUSSELL'S 100TH BIRTHDAY

May 1993

The late Sir Alfred Ayer, himself one of the century's foremost philosophers
and an honorary BRS member, wrote this tribute upon the occasion of Russell's

100th birthday.

It appeared on May 18,

Thanks to Harry Ruja for this article.

MAY 18,1072

1972 in the [London] Evening Standard.

Bertrand

Russell: the

passion

inside the

sceptic. ..

. TODAY /i the centedary

¢t the birth of the most

npommphermd

ofe o! ‘the .greateis -

Engiishmen of mn tm-
tu

Ruiseil born E
I8, 1877 aod dfed. only &
little more then two years
2go, on February 2, 1870

To the end of his long
Hfe, he retained the
lucidity, the wit, the wlde
inteliectual Interes 'g.n
the passionate concern
for human welfare which
had always been. charac-
teristic of Mm. He came
closer than any other man
of our time to realising the .
Platontc ideal of a philo-
sopher as one who com-
bines universal learning
with an active engagement
in practical afairs.

It was. Indeed. mainly
through the poiitical activity
in which he engaged towards:
the close of his life. and
through ‘his work as a' social
and moral propagendist that:
Russell came to enjoy world-.

philosol hical work,
especially that which he.

Bertrand Russell, who was born 100 years.
ago today anhd died in 1970, was once asked
what he would say after death if ‘confronted.
by his Maker. His reply: “I should say
‘God—why did you make the evidence of
your existence so insufficient ?'”, Here is a
centenary tribute to' one of " the grealest ¥
Englishmen of the twentieth céntury .

by Professor Sir Alfred Ayer mmmg_ i

accormplished in his youth
and early middle age, that he
will chiefly owe his place in
history.

Hers two his range was
excepuonuly wide. He him-
self tached the greatest
valus '.o the work” which he
did on mathematical loglc.
out he also made important
contributions to the philo-
sophy of logic. in a wide
sense, to the theory of know-
fedge” and to the theory of
being.

Together with his (riend
G. F. Moore and his pupil
Ludwig Wittgenstein he
inspired the analytical move-
ment {n phtiosoph whlch at
least among English-speak-
ing philosophers. has been

" when his older brother began

the dominant infiuence In tain

this century. né iraed o T ey
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first great Intellectual awaken- oo T, ¢ thewr_tinancisl reward

g occrred in hix 12t year fhon 8 years labaur vas miaus
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"BERTRAND RUSSELL CHALLENGES THE NEW INTOLERANCE"

May 1993

Thanks again to Harry Ruja for supplying the Henry Hazlitt review of Russell's
Religion and Science appearing in The New York Times Book Review, December

29, 1935, p. 2.

Bertrand Russell Challenges

The New Intolerance

His New Book Invests the Fundamental Conflicts 0_[ Four
Centuries of Science and Religion With Fresh 'Interest

RELIGION AND SCIRNCE. By
Bertrond

R 71 pp. New
York: Hewry Holt & Co. $2.

By HENRY BALLITT
N this volume Mr. Russell

he does not admit any method of
arriving at trulh except that of
aclence, but concedes Lt In the
emotional realm the mystical ex.
perience may have value. e re-
jects the bellef of much acientists
and. phllosophers s8 J.  Arthur
Thomson, J. 8. Hallane, Alex-
ander, Bergson and Lloyd Morgan
that the universe at least reveais
evidence of Coamic Purpose:

It i is the purpose of the
Cosmon o evolve mind, we must
regard 1t as rather lnocompetent
In having produced o little in
such a long time. * * * Man, as
8 cprtous accidenl In & back-
water, la intelligible: his . nix-
ture of virtues and vices in such
a3 mIght be expectml (o reault
from a fortuitous origin  Tiut
onty abysmal seif-complacency
ran oee [N Man & reamin which

sane were inhabited by evil spirita,
which could be driven out only by
vile medicinea, beating or torture.
He devotes considerabie space to
the belief in witchcraft. which
led, between the years 1450 and
1550, to the putting to death.
moatly by buming, of Iy

Om would ade-
quate as & motive for the Cre-
ator.

On the relation of science to
ethics, Mr. Russell's ressoning Is
rather curious. He begina by “ad-
mitting” that ‘science has nothing
to my about ‘values'.” Science ts
based solely oo evidence; “values”
are derived entirety from desires
and emotions, and there can be no
arguing about them. He then ar-
rives at this remarkable conchu-
sion: *

While it a true that science

hundred thousand witches in Ger-
many ajone: he ascribes this perse.
cution In large part to the bidblieal
trxt, “Thou ashalt nnt suffer a
witch to live.”

Mr. Russeil then turma tn wev-
eral problems which are stili mub-
Jjrets of controverwy - the relation
of the “soul” to the “hody™ de-
termintzm and free will, the valld-
ity of mysticism, the existence of
“commic purpose,” the relation of
science and ethica On the first
probiem Mr. Russell concludea that
in the present state of psychology
and physlology, bellef In immor-
tality ean claim no support from
sclence, and that such arguments,
as are posalble on the subject;
point to the probable extinction of
personality at death. lie rejecta
determiniam as an abeolute meta-
physical doctrine, but accepts it as
A Himited working hypothesls for
acience. He does not agree with
Fddington that our discoveries
about the nature of the atom have
3 the of
“free will"” either in man or in the
universe as & whol¢. He rejects
the clalma of the mystics when
they assert that the universe is an
Indivisible unity, that evil is
Illusory, or that time !s unreal;

In this passage Mr. Russeil in
«ffoct identifice “science” with the
whole field of imowledge. This can
be done only by robding the word
of most of Ila spectal usefulnesa
and meaning. Before the appear-
ence of Galileo. “science” as we
think of It today hardly existed.
yet priests, statesmen, soldlers.
courtesans, painters and cathedral
builders certatnly knew a great
deal, even if their knowledge wan
not “scientific.” Science is simply
knowledge of & particular sort -
precise. lested, and capable of be.
ing stated in the form of “lawa"
or broad generaltzations.

The truth in that general knowl-
~dge. and even acientific knowl.
edge, have a great deal tn any

‘about “values “Valuea" are not

mw desires and merely instinctive
appetitas, but the results- of intee.
preting and reflecting upon our
desires in reldllon o the naturai
world and to other men. Even Mr.
Russell’s owt selected illustrations
do not support hs contention: "It
one man says, ‘Oysters are good.'

and another says, ‘I think they are
bad,’ we recognize that there is
nothing to argue about.” But there
may be a great deal to argue
about. If you can prove sclentifi-
cally, or even indicate a fair prod-
ability, that oysters are either
harmful or beneficial to health, you
will probably get one man to
change his opinion. Even his pre:
vious liking or dislike for the roere
taate of oysters will be affected
by new Xnowiedge of their conse-
quences. :

The effect of knowledge (or
ignorance) and logic (or illogic)
on is much

nate emotional make-up. While it
seema improbable that ethics will
ever become an exact acience,
thare !s no reason to leave it to in-
tellectual chaos. The problem is
one, a3 Mr. Russell has himself

on & pi
of most effectively reconciling and
canflicting  desires.
bolh within the individual and be-
tween the individual and society.
To which it must be added that the
J and g
ties between men. abd their or-
ganic socia! Interdependence, par-
ticularly n the Intellectual and

P
greater than Mr. Russell implies.
And the ultimate desires of dif-
ferent men do DOt vary nearly

!as widely from sach other as he

appears to belisve: Fascista and
Communists disagree much more
because of differences in political
and economic” interpretation than
because of differences in their in-

1 spherea, are muecb
greater than Mr. Russell's argu-
ment implles.

But even on the points on which
ope disagrees—and in a book of
this type there will ily be

His final animus, indeed. iy pot
aguinst the “older religion.”” which
has become “puriind and 1o many
ways bepeficial” but against the
new intolerance:

The threat o intellectual free-
dom is greater in our day than at
any time since 1660; but it coes
pot now come f{rom the Chris-
tian churches It comes from
governmants. * * * It is the clear
duty of men of science, and of
all who value scientific knowl-
edge, to protest against the new
forms of persecution rather than
to congratulate themselves com-
placently upon the decay of the
older forms. * * * No liking for
communism should make us un-
willing to recogrize: what is
amiss in Rusais, or to realize
that a régime which allows no
criticiam of its dogma must, in
the end, become an obstacie to

many—the discussioa is always
acute and {lluminxting. Mr. Rus-
sell has endeavored to state oppos-
ing pownts of view with fairness

13 Yy of new knowledge.
Nor, conversely, should a dislike
of commuaism or socialism iead
us to condone the barbanties
which have been perpelrated in
suppreasing them in Germany.
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(21) EARLY REVIEW OF RUSSELL'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY

This review of the first volume of Russell's autobiography appeared sometime
in 1967 in an unidentified Madison, Wisconsin newspaper. Note the last line
indicating the review was issued by the New York Times News Service.

ud R

oy
i vl

BOOKS

L e TR Y

Antidote by Bertrand Russell

“The A-\ of Bertrand Res-
un.ln.-'l:.” 156 pages. Atlantic-Little,

—_—

This relaxed and chatty, if random,
memeir (you can hear Lord Russeli dic-
hdn. it) will serve as a happy antidote
o the pictures of the testy, waspish,
prunefaced figure we have had served
Up to ug in the last decade oc so in the
press and en. television.

There is pienty of bite in these pages,
especially in those dealing with his near
family and the distant Americang, one of
Whom he married. But the prevailiag
impression a reader wili take away is of
sharply delinested profiles and character
sketcheg u Sre sympethetic and hiind.

. . L]
mllnullr these fiest 42 xpsbrs of his

e must have had 2 winsing and
understanding natare, baid

He admired and. ~ijoyed the company
of a whole ‘range of people, wie i turn

. admitved him. When his marriage had o}

Teady been on the rocks for years, his
wife (not yet divorced) wrots Mm a
tender and loving letter than is one of the
most moving incidents in the book.
Hisnveremforunplmoaopurc E.

matic only whets the appetite for Qut big book is as good reading as this

more. He Wade a strong friend in Gil-
b:n llurray, whose translations of Euri- '
him. And his friendship

with Ji Conrad, which was not of -

Jong dur: ran surprisingly deep.

In his deatings with these people and
others Jesser known fo the public, Rus-
sell dif not merely while away the time.
The ‘-yl and vlﬂ.i were vpent in lood
fal, in di in
apd answer. The nlmolphere, judm
grom Russell's writings and the letters
included in the book, must have been
exhilarating.

It wasn't until he got to Cambridge

opened up made it all that a young man
with a devouring intellect could have
wished,

After Cambridge the memoirs divide
into.twe lines: his marriage and di-
vorce and the writing of ‘“The Principies
of Mathematics” and, with Whitehead,
of *Principla Mathematics ”

The froquest depression - saffered as
well as the parslyring emotiemal Ilet-
downs give us seme idea how ardwens
such inteloctunl laber can be.

It was also during this decade that his

He throws out 2 hint here and there,
MMdmmnhmmmh

By THOMAS LASK
10) NI, Mom Yark Times News Sarvice

BERTRAND RUSSELL
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(22) ANFLLIS REVIEW OF PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS, 1896-99

Thanks to BRS member Irving H. Anellis for allowing us to use these excerpts
from his review of The Collected Papers of Bertrand Russell: Volume 2,
Philosophical Papers, 1896-99, edited by Nicholas Griffin and Albert C. Lewis.
His much longer full review originally appeared in Modern Logic, vol. 3, no.
2, February 1993, pp. 192-200.

I once heard an undergraduate philosophy instructor seriously
proclaim that Bertrand Russell's reputation was so great that, if he chose
to scribble notes on bathroom tissue, any distinguished philosophical
journal to which he might submit those scribblings would publish them
forthwith and without question. Something of this sort has come to pass.
It is also popular opinion that Russell could write a paper straight
through, without having to make corrections. While this may have become
true through many decades of practice on Russell's part, it was certainly
far from true for the pre-Principia Russell who had barely finished his
studies at Cambridge when the materials included in the present volume
were first penned.

This book is the result of a considerable amount of scholarly effort
by historians of mathematics, by the secretarial and production staff of
the Bertrand Russell Editorial Project (BREP) and the personnel of the
Russell Archives at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. It took
over a decade for the preparation of this volume; work on it had already
begun by Gregory H. Moore and philosopher Nicholas Griffin before I
arrived for a one-year stint at BREP in June 1982. After I left, work
was taken up again by Moore and Albert C. Lewis, with Griffin providing
the continuity during the entire period. Was it worth the effort, the
time?...

The materials published in this volume, taken cumulatively, give the
impression of a young man, barely out of college, who, having held his
thoughts in check while in school, was now impelled by a strong burst of
loosed energy too long pent up, to write down every thought he had ever
had up to that time. This frenetic work pace, together with the
philosophical baggage that distorted Russell's view of the work in
analysis and set theory (and most of all of Cantor's work in set theory),
might help to account for the egregious errors in Russell’s first attempts
to understand Cantorian set theory which I have enumerated in previous
papers, including, for example, his failure to understand or accept the
distinction between natural numbers and the reals. But I am not totally
convinced that this by itself, or even in concert with Russell's "poor"
mathematical education, is sufficient to explain Russell's difficulties
in comprehending Cantor. I spent a year working on many of the materials
found in the first part of this volume, and the longer I worked with the
materials, the more I felt that there was a deeper problem than Russell's
distorting philosophical prism or his poor mathematical training. This
may appear to be unfair to Russell, and it 1leaves the problem of
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explaining how Russell could have been so "dense''-—excuse the pun--about
Cantorian set theory during this time and still have evolved in only a

. few short years into the titan of logic who co-authored the Principia....

In the end, our sense of disappointment at Russell's 1lack of
mathematical acuity in these writings remains, especially as regards his
treatment of set theory and foundations of analysis. We are thus
inexorably led to the question of the value of the volume we have here.
I found nothing to suggest that the material included in this volume has
an intrinsic interest of its own. It neither portends great mathematical
achievements from Russell in the future nor presents any long-lasting or
significant contributions of its own. If one believes that, at least for
the decade or so between 1900 or 1903 and 1913, Russell achieved the
status of a mathematical genius as exemplified by his work in logic, then
the primary value of this book is in the inspiration it offers respecting
the kind of remarkable improvement that can be made in a very short time
by a clever and dedicated student--with or without the help of an
outstanding mentor such as Whitehead--despite a previously inadequate
education. On a more sober note, this book is worthy of the attention
of philosophers of mathematics and philosophers of science who wish to
trace Russell's development from his early Hegelian idealism to his later .
realism and learn how the early idealism shaped his thinking in philosophy
of mathematics and philosophy of science. It is dubious that even the
most dedicated of Russell scholars specializing in philosophy of
mathematics or philosophy of science will find it worth the $150+
pricetag, however., And for the more sceptical, for those who do not
believe in miracles that take one from mathematical mediocrity to genius
almost overnight, the question remains, whether the unpublished materials
that were included in this volume ought not remain unpublished. This was
a question which I asked myself when I was working on some of the
materials contained between these covers. If they are judged on their
own merits alone, without any consideration of the historical context,
the reply is clearly 'No.' 1If, on the other hand, the goal is to provide
a complete and accurate portrait of Russell's intellectual development
and of the true scope and intellectual level of his work--which is, after
all, the purpose of the BREP that prepares for publication the series in
which the present volume appears--then the reply is affirmative.

In its physical appearance, this book is magnificent, luxuriant, even
ostentatious, with its more than 680 (x1 + 647) high bulk, glossy pages
and goldleaf trim. From this perspective, its $150+ price is readily
apparent, befitting an author whose archives have taken on certain aspects
of a temple shrine, but impractical in its exorbitance for the ordinary
scholars who might find these materials of some use.
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REVIEWS OF MOOREHEAD AND GRIFFIN

May 1993

Thanks to Benito Ray for providing these January 16, 1993 Toronto Star reviews
of Caroline Moorehead's Bertrand Russell and Nicholas Griffin's The Selected

Letters of Bertrand Russell, Volume 1, The Private Years (1884-1914).

Bertrand Russell

W‘m Moorehead
lair-Stevenson, 320 pages,
$39.99

By Stephea Vizinczey

AROLINE MOORE-
HEAD, the English
writer who wrote &
splendid book about
pacifists and consci-
entious E;ozjec'tora' ; ;clmu
People: Enemies ‘ar
has now written & splendid m
sbout Bertrand Russell, the rul
est English lghllosnpher of this
century- — the greatest, in fact,
since John Stuart Mill (1806-73),
who happened to be his godfa-

His paternal grand{ather was
Lord John Russell, author of the
Reform Bill of 1832, twice Prime
Minister under Queen Victoria,
the man who finally freed Catho-
Yics and Dissenters from the con-
stralnts they had labored under
since the time of the Tudors. His
parents, who died when he was 2,
were both radical freethink-
ers; his father, Viscount Am-

, Jost his seat in parlia-
ment becayse he wrote &
pamphiet advocating birth
contro! and refused to
gwear an oath thathe was a

Bertrand Russell himsel!
lived for 97 years and en-
gaged in most of the major

m‘ tical battles of this century. -
ring World War I he cam--

igned agalnst conscription so
Les Iy‘lhll he lost his lecture-
ship at Cambridge and even spent
4% months in prison. Between
the wars he attacked both fascism
and communism, and from the
early 1950s he cumpl{lgned for

Radical
of the century

BERTIE AND ALYS:
s first marriage

nuclear
of civil disobedience, he went to
rison again - albeit to the pris-
on hospital and only for a week,
use he nearly 90.

he was ly 90.

1 think everyone alive today
owes a debt of gratitude to Rus-
sell for alerting Western public
opinion to the radically new hor-
7or of nuciear weapons and radla-

(to Alys Pearsail Smith,
abovs), was doo

trom the start. The
young couple’s
Ignorance of sex was
astonishing.

“I'm silowed to use

tion. him for
accusing prime minister Harold
Macmiilan and president Kenne-
dy of being "“worse than Hitler,”
but he was among the first to rec-
ognize the importance of a
“gound-bite.” Nothing caim and
reasonable would have p:

headiines at a time when world
leaders contemplated the possibil-
ity of nuclear war with equanimi-

wlndeed, the effects of radloac-

“tive {all-out were so little under-

stood that the Americans and

‘Russians were still testing nuclear

weapons sbove ground. l's

rbole was needed to shock

into thinking. He was also

_the main inspirational force be-
hind the Pugwash Confe:

: as! rences
‘Western and Soviet scientists,
which ensured that Khrushchev
the rght scientific advice dur-
~ing the Cuban crisis.
" But all this is history, Russell’'s
books belong to the present. "1
‘wished to say everything in the
smallest number of words in
which it could be said clearly,” he
wrote. | learned English by read-
ing Russell and would recom-
mend him to all readers — thou,

tion with A. N. Whitehead, a mon-
‘umental work {that can be

Ellln English,” he wrote later,
becas kno!

use ws that
could use mathematical logic {f 1
chose. | su to young profes-
sors that their first work should
be written in a jargon only to be
understood by ‘the erudife few.
‘With that behind them, they can
everl after say what th: :dnve 10
say in a Janguage eve ly can
undemand.”u
Russell's own life makes en-
thralling reading on the level of
the helsgur ‘osaip. Four times
married, the last time »t the ave
of 80 {verv successfully “I'm ha;
ry because my pllndx are worl
ng,” he said. “thet's the whole
secret’™, ge was a tireless puuma-
-gerer and a man of passionate
contradictions, a genius prone to
follies, now loveble now hateful,
absurd one moment, %rolound the
next. In one of the best blogra-
hies [ have ever read, Moore-
ead does full justice to his pri-
vate as well as his public life — lo
his shocking lapses into coldness
and Indifference as weil as his in-
telligence, charm, humor and al-
superhuman energy.

W Stephen Vizinczey is the author of
the novels ‘In Praise Of Oider Wom-
on" and ‘An innocent Millionaire.”
Most recenlly he has published
“Tnsh And Liss in Literature,’ an e3-

d only by

sy

The Selected Letters Of Ber-
trand Russetl, Vol. |, The Pri-
vate Years (1884-1914)

edited by Nicholas Grifi,
Penguin, 553 pages, $47.99

By J. M., Cameron

ICHOLAS GRIFFIN
has put together a
fine selection of
Bertrand Russell's
etters, from the
time he was a sheltered 12-year-
old tutored at home to the start of
World War 1 and the end of his
marriage when he was 32.
In his skilful introduction, Grif-
fln Flvu a frugal account of his
rapid development as a philoso-
pher and especially of his work in
mathematical logic — the work
on which his reputation chiefly
rests — of the “mysticlsm” that
he found himself stretched to, as
it were, bwls mathematical dis-
coveries. We are given a slight
sketch of his first encounter with
Wittgenstein, an encounter that
was momentous for Russell's own
personal development and for the
wih of the subject. There is no
attempt at a detailed account of
Ruuehl'ﬁ ‘tievt;hnlcal work, ::t
en n n rough-
7 the m

to
ance of what culmi-
nates in Principia Mathematica,
written with Alired North White-

head.

For most readers, perhaps, the
truly fascinating section of the let-
ters consists of those wriiten to
Alys Pearsall Smith, his first wif
and later to Lady Ottoline Morrel
with whom he fell passionately in
fove after he abandoned his mar-
riage to Alys. (Some of Alys let-
ters 10 him are included but few
from Ottoline.)

One has the feeling that the
marriage with Alys was from the
beginning strewn with obstacles
that these young people lacked
the skill to overcome. Both fami-
lies were opposed to the match.

The ition was most rancor-
ous on the part of Russeil’s grand-
mother, who had raised him after
the death of his parents at a
young age, and was perhaps the
most_powerful Influence in his
{ife. A stern woman, who, Russell
wrote, “never sat in a comfortable
chalr before dinner,” she belicved
no one was good enough for him.
Granny was clear that If the mar-
riage coutdn’t be prevented, the
notmal f marriage

nces
- chﬂd:::‘:m ‘were to be avoi
on the grounds that the (zroduc-
tion of otherwise delective

mad or
offspring was a virtual certainty,
given the two family histories.

seems to have acquiesced,
though she hed quaims about
contraceptive intercourse s lia-
ble to be injurious to heaith. One
has a suspicion that Russell was
skeptical about the euw!c argu-
ments used to defend t!
of the marriage and we know that
Russell was to have children.
H;\evev';r, for one realsl:n or an-
other the marriage collapsed.
The letters uciun ed between
Russell and Alys are full of inter-
est as ‘n some no(lol: o!'lur
emat e of the
‘enenl‘;;n b{?:r? md War
muﬂon looked at questions of
and marriage, it has to be
ssid that they were in a fog for
much of the time and were more
rant and scrupulous than less
educated and worldly people
would have been.
i1 o that they might severally
lea might several
t children by those who huz’i'
had a better prospect of bearing
healthy oﬂslrring. He apologizes
for so indelicate a proposal but
, who had more common
sense in such malters, tells him
not to be a goose. The language in
the period of courtship was im-
?osslbly high-minded. We hear
hat Russell read Shelley's Epip-
sychidion eight times in the
course of two years, twice aloud

th Alys.

The letters to Ottoline are also
exalted and romantic; but this
time his partner is & shrewd and
worldly woman. She was also
highly Intelligent, but it seems
clear that though she had some
sense of the qu-m% of Russell's
mind never quite understood

she
how brilliant was the feather she
had In her cap.

W J. M. Cameron is profassor emer-
Aus of English and philosophy at St.
Michael's College, University of To-
fonlo.

AT 90: Lord Russ:
rally against nuclear arms.
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(24) NEW HUMANIST REVIEW OF MOOREHEAD BOOK

New Humanist is the quarterly journal of the Rationalist Press Association
(15 Lamb's Conduit Passage, London WCIR 4RH, England). In its membership
advertisement that organization says, "The aims of the RPA are to argue for

a rational approach to human problems,

to suggest reasoned altermnatives to

religious dogmas, to advance a secular system of education, to defend freedom

of thought and civil liberties,

and to encourage activities in support of

these aims." Over the years many prominent persons, including Russell, have

been involved with the RPA.

Calling the New Humanist an "excellent journal," Warren Allen Smith provided

a sample issue to us--vol. 107, no.

4, December 1992--that included this book

review of Caroline Moorehead's recently published Russell biography.

New Humanist Review Bertrand Russell: A Life by
Caroline Moorehead (Sinclair-Stevenson, £20)

BERTRAND RUSSELL hasn’t done very well by biographers.
It is partly his own fault. He was fully aware of the publicity
and money value of his life story, and he did his best to exploit
it himself. During the last decade before his death, in 1970, he
sold his collection of papers to McMaster University in Canada,
and then published The Autobiography of Bertrand Russell in
three volumes (1967-1969) — so on the one hand there is an
enormous amount of original material to go through, and on the
other he had the first and very good go at it. There have been
several studies of his life and thought by friends and relations
and by professional philosophers, but the only general biography
so far has been Ronald W. Clark’s The Life of Bertrand Russell
(1975), which was long and useful but rather pedestrian, and
which is out of print. Caroline Moorehead has now attempted
to replace it with a rather shorter and lighter general biography,
taking advantage of material which has subsequently become
available and talking to more people, giving less detail and
concentrating more on the personal life, and looking back from
a longer perspective.

Moorehead is a professional writer and has done a professional
job, and the result will certainly be welcome to readers who
aren’t already familiar with the many writings by and about
Russell. It is good to have a fresh look at the man who she says
was “‘perhaps the last public sage”, and it is also good to have
a look by 2 woman who wasn’t personally involved with him.
He has suffered the inevitable decline of famous people after
death — indeed, he began to suffer it before his death — but
after more than twenty years it is stirring to read a new book
“about Russell’s character and ideas, about his friends and the

women he loved, about the causes he fought for and the sense
of wonder and eloquence he brought to everything he touched™.
But Moorehead, like her predecessors, isn't really capable of
rising to the extraordinary pitch of his style or power of his
personality. And, like her predecessors again, she isn’t really
capable of handling the vast range of his interests and activities,
and readers who are familiar with particular aspects of the subject
will find the book less satisfactory.

I find the treatment of Russell's contributions to politics and
to freethought especially weak. His marginal relationship with
the anarchist movement is never explored, and his central
relationship with the nuclear disarmament movement is often
distorted. (For example, the accounts of his associates and
followers in the Committee of 100 seem quite wrong to at least
one of the latter.) His long relationship with the freethought
movement is seriously neglected. Moorehead discusses some
of his speeches and writings about religion, but doesn't note that
the former were for the National Secular Society and the South
Place Ethical Society or that the latter were for the Rationalist
Press Association (of which he was president for fifleen years).
The crucial point to make is that he was one of the most
influential public frecthinkers in this country in this century.
Even on less familiar ground, I was surprised to find Hegel said
to “'set out his writings in dialectical triads. consisting of thesis,
antithesis and synthesis”, when he never did anything of the kind;
but then 1 remembered that Russell himself made the same
mistake in his best-known book, A History of Western
Philosophy! Following current publishing fashion, the book
contains an alarming number of minor mistakes and misprints,
and it is to be hoped that these will be corrected for the inevitable
paperback edition.

NICOLAS WALTER
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From The [Glasgow] Herald,
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Tormented
soul of
a closet
Romantlc

oy — .-

Griiia, editor.
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MORE BOOK REVIEWS
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1992:
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From The Evening Standard, March 12, 1992 and The Sunday Telegraph, September

27,
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_The vehement philosopher

Paul Johnson on an entertalni

of the
iong iife of the Bertrand Russell -
BERTRAND RUSSELL Bertrand Russell

year Ulysses Graat became
President and died on the eve
of Watergate.. He was an
exact contemporary of Proust
but lived 1o admire revoiling
students in 1968

tle‘,ltuk::llmsn'«_h:s
waa colossal, spasning eight
decades.

He held vehement rest

views, sometimes fowr or five
contradictory oues. on every
coaceivable subject. He knew

was personally invelved in
lluppl“"ery intellectual and
ici

aumber n
tresses. tHe got himself into,
and out of, every kind of intel-
lectusi and ioual mess.
Al 1bis is good material —
Russeil. whatever his faults,
was mever
i has to sort it out,
get the facts straight, distin-

guish the itmportant
and the ephemeral, At it into »
reasonable leagth and make
the whole thing clear and
readable. Carolime Moore-

boring — but the The

by Caroline Moorehead

Sinclsis-Stevenson, £20
——mon. £20

and still in print. A History of
Western Phi

Philosophy is also

not wilh any erigi-
wal K

or He survives
more | than by
syl

mentative sad

all these difficuities. Her
book is Full, fais, mesty aod
She wisely recousts and

that,

woul
despite il the sound and fury,
Mﬂiniiﬁ Iime.n:l?s
work, oa which his

i tion was

ity, dge. was
Xuicﬂ‘yuimne? iato the
posties, a freemasonry
which teaded to promote

ity among uader-
raduates and got them jobs
n later life. Russell was mever
homosexual and left 2 terri-
fed account of one mysteri-
ous episode in :‘\K‘h the

..

“zw

" Apestles i

.

ber. Theresfter followed
much preaching and enaciimg

. of free love, affairy, divorces,

remarriages and rows. some
of which still reverberate.
There was much trivia loo:
Russell lacked 2 sease of pro-
portion. Moorehead ' relates
that his worst quarret with his
iast wife, " Edith, occwrred
over Chinese i

‘ n ideographs,
" Tria- about which peither hnew

an; )
FMI often displayed 3
Whiggish woridly shrewd-
ness. He saw theough Levin
straight away. He got D.H.
Lawrence right too: "Onc of &
long line of people, beginning
with Heraclitus aod ending
with Litler, whose ruling mo-
tive is hatred derived (rom
megalomania.” Shaw was “a

", “a swine: ILG.
Wells_.wu “first-rate in lhe

but  undepemdable. Power
{1938} is 2 stimmlating read thick Rannel

but omt of date. The Prohiems
of Philosophy is excelient

Initiatly a2 puritaa,
became increasingly keen on
sex. He because his

category”.
Ruwssaril 3lso had Whig prej-
udices. H il ison

and discovered promiscuity
oaly after be decided to leave

. He
as like being “s delicious
book, snd some Jew nuilion.

Wluudl:xuwmmudqmmlkd with most of them

aire bougit you and bound
you usiform with 2 lot of
others and stuck you up in a
shell ind giass”. There
was Whig snubbery and off-
haad hauteur oo, AMeorehead
recounts that. when Doris
Lessing was drives 1o Rus-
sell's Weish mouniaia fast-
ness by a woman [riend, to
reasom  with him against
wrecking CND, they were
received “in icy silence” by
both Russell and his last wile.
After & perfunctory discus.
sion. Countess Edith showed
them into a dowble bedroom
with the fresty words “I'm

sure that's what you like." In  di

the morning they were told by
the housekceper that neither

flowever, thal amecdote,
1hough (air, dees nol describe
ihe whote Russell. ile had
immense covrage. deep i
selective  compassion
genernsity. buge enersy and
limitless interests, plus a

sense of fun. Where Russell
was, laughtler was never far
away — 1nor rage, either.

| was the voungest person
prescnt at the famaus meet-
ing in Kingsley Martin's flat,
described by  Moorehead.
which bed i the founding ol
CNIY. As | recall. Russell said
little, but sat sucking his pipe.
When, however, a (urious row
broke om beiween Denis
Healey and Jack Priesttcy
over the cigaificance of the
word “realistic”, what Saua.
tavana  called  Russell’s
“hyena laugh™* rang out lowt
and clear. “Splendid. splew-
id!"" he said.

That is the word Russelt
might be wrongheadedd, wmon-
strous, - even ridenboas at
times. bl there was always 3
hint of splendour abont 1his
aristocratic ceghead. B i
well conveyedd i AMoore.
head’'s boak. whieh readers
will find anore entcrtanmung
ihan anvthing on the Booker
shortist.
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DEATH OF EDWIN WILSON

78 May 1993

This Associated Press obituary appeared in many newspapers, including the

Chicago Tribune,

March 29,

1993, sect. 2, p. 7.

Is anyone aware of what,

if any, relationship existed between Russell and Edwin Wilson?

Edwin Wilson, a founder of American humanism

SALT LAKE CITY (AP)—
Edwin H. Wilson, a founder of
American humanism and a prom-
inent Unitarian Universalist min-
ister, died Friday. He was 94.

Mr. Wilson was the first editor
in 1928 of The New Humanist
magazine and the first editor in
1941 of The Humanist. He was
also a primary author of both “A
Humanist Manifesto’ in 1933
?rgn_;s“ﬂumanist Manifesto II” in

Mr. Wilson was a pastor in a

number of Unitarian churches, in-
cluding the First Unitarian
Church in Salt Lake City from
1946 to 1949.

In 1941 Mr. Wilson formed,
along with philosopher John
Dewey and others, the American
Humanist Association. In 1964 he
founded the Fellowship of Reli-
gious Humanists, an independent
affiliate of the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association.

He was named Humanist of the
Year in 1979 by the American

Humanist Association. Other re-
cipients of the award have in-
cluded Carl Sagan, Margaret
Sanger, Jonas Salk, Isaac Asimov,
Margaret Atwood, Ted Turner
and Kurt Vonnegut.

The humanist manifestos char-
acterized the universe as “self-ex-
isting” and defined religion as the
actions, purposes and experiences
that are humanly significant, said
the Rev. Barbara Hamilton-~
Holway of the South Valley Uni-
tarian Universalist Society.

Survivors include two sons.

(27) NOTES FROM AMERICAN LIBRARIES

American Libraries for

A publication of the American Library Association,
January 1993, pp. 70-71 included two bits of news that may relate to Russell
studies.

"The Rare Book and Special Collections Library at the University of Illinois/
Urbana-Champaign (277 Main Library, 1408 W. Gregory, Urbama, IL 61801) has
been home to the renowned H.G. Wells Archive since the 1950s, but at the time
of the initial acquisition, numerous letters and other items of a particular-
ly private nature were retained by the family. Now acquired by the library,
these coveted materials constitute a purchase that will finally enable
scholars to fully access Wells's complex life and its effect on his writings."
We look forward to learning if the collection holds Russell-related materials.

"...a new National Security Archive Documents Reader, the Cuban Missle Crisis,
1962, makes previously secret and extremely sensitive papers available to the
book-reading public for the first time....$25 from National Book Company,
Keystone Industrial Park, Scranton, PA 18512 (1-56584-019-4, 92-53734)." A-
gain, there may be something here directly or indirectly related to Russell.
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(28) MORE PHILATELIC RUSSELL

RSN, No. 76, November 1992 reproduced a topical postal cover, autographed by
"Bertrand Russell," bearing U.S. post office cancellations from Bertrand,
Missouri and Russell, Illinois. Sheila Turcon has provided us with another
such hand-cancelled autographed topical cover reproduction, whose original
is in the Russell Archives. As shown below, this cover has cancellations from
Bertrand, Nebraska on January 13, 1960 and Russell, Illinois on January 7,
1960. According to Sheila, it was sent to Russell on February 17, 1960 by
Steward S. Jurist of Brooklyn, New York. Apparently Mr. Jurist actually sent
two such covers. Russell probably signed both, kept one (the one depicted),
and returned the other to Mr. Jurist.

Sheila also corrected our earlier statement that only India had issued a
Russell stamp. In addition to India, commemorative Russell stamps have been
issued by Upper Volta and Granada. A future RSN issue will feature
reproductions of these stamps.

Thank you, Sheila. Anyone else having more philatelic Russell information
is encouraged to write to us.
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