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ANNUAL MEETING (1999)

(1) June 22-24 at The Russell Archives. The Bertrand Russell Archives at McMaster University, Hamilton, ontario,

Canada 1is the handsome site ot the BRS's 199@ Annual Meeting. We repeat what BRS President Michael Rockler
said in the previous newsletter:

It is a sad fact that most members have never attended an Annual Meeting. That‘s a pity because attending a
meeting and meeting fellow members is a very satisfying experience, quite aside from the fact that you see
an interesting program and learn more about BR. .

I know that -- alas! -- it can be expensive to attend a meeting. But if you cannot afford to attend a
meeting every vyear, perhaps you can afford it once in a while, and if S0, 199@ is a good vyear to do
it...because the Archives are a special place. There you can see not only books, including BR’'s own personal
collection of books, but also manuscripts, letters, pictures and posters...and meet Archivist Ken Blackwell
and his Archives colleagues. BR’s own personal desk (and chair), the one on which he did much ot his
writing, is there. You can also hear BR talk, on tape; there's a large library of tapes to choose from.

The program for the weekend includes a tour of the Archives; a talk by Michael Rockler, Bertrand Russeii
and Education: Katharine Tait'’s Critigue; a Marvin Kohl workshop, Russell’s Theory of Rational Love; a Don
Jackanicz discussion, Religion and Science; Tim Madigan on Russell and Dewey on Education: Similarities and
Differences; Thom Weidlich on The Bertrand Russell/City College Case: 194@; a talk by Louis Greenspan at the
Saturday Night Banquet; A4 History of the Bertrand Russell Society by Lee Eisler; and a Red Hackle Hour before
the Banquet.

There is a single, all-inclusive charge for all of this. It includes the registration fee; lodging Friday and
Saturday nights in Wallingford Hall, an excellent McMaster Residence; all meals, from the Friday evening meal
through Sunday morning breakfast, including the Saturday Night Banquet. The per person charge for double
occupancy is $110 Canadian; for single occupancy, S125 Canadian. A U.S. Post Otfice money order tor Sius
Canadian was S1¢8.76 US (on 1/29/9@). A Pennsylvania bank wanted $128.96 US for the equivalent.

He urge you to register immediately. This will help the HcHaster planners. Please send $110 or S$125 Canadian to
THE BERTRAND RUSSELL ARCHIVES, Mills Memorial Library, Mctlaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada L8S 4Lé6.
Remember, the cheapest way to send money to Canada is by US Post Office Money Order.

Use the Registration Form on the blue top sheet of this newsletter. Thanks!

The May newslietter will provide certain specifics, such has how to head for licMaster (from anywhere), and
where to check in on arrival, etc.

See you there!
(2) Marvin Kohl's Workshop on Russell’s Theory of Rational Love will meet Saturday, June 23rd, at 3:3v pm.

Participants and suggestions are welcome. The topic: What is love, and can we (collectively or individually)
determine what is worthy or most worthy ot being loved?

Basic reading: what I Believe (1925), Section 11, The Good Life. in The Basic Writings of Bertrand
Russell, Egner and Denonn, eds. NY: Simon & Schuster, 1967. 371~375. You are strongly urged to read this in
advance.

Other suggested readings:
Robert'Brown,Analyzlng Love. Cambridge: Cambridge University bress, 1987.
- Harvin Kohl, Brink, Russeil and Rational Love. RSN64-6.
Robert J. Sternberg, Liking vs. Loving. Psychological Bulletin 102:3 (1987), 331-345.

OFFICERS OF THE BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY, INC.

(3) Chairman, Harvin Kohl: President, Michael Rockler; Vice President, John Lenz; Treasurer, Dennis J. Darland;

Secretary, Don Jackanicz; Vice President/Information, Lee Eisler.

*Russell Society News, a quarterly. Lee Eisler, Editor, 1664 Pleasant View Road, Coopersburg, PA 18436
Marvin Kohl, Co-Editor, 715 Maytum Hall, SUNY at Fredonia, Fredonia, NY 14063
Russell Society Library: Tom Stanley, Librarian, Box 434, Wilder, VT 05088
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BY BERTRAND RUSSELL

From [ Believe, Clitton Fadiman, ed., NY:Simon & Schuster,

Bertrand Russell

NoTHING that has happened in the world since the first ap-
pearance of Living Philosophies has caused me to alter any
of my beliefs, but some events have led to a change of em-
phasis. In ordinary life we do not have to proclaim vigor-
ously that two and two are four, because we do not find it
questioned; but if important governments put people to
death for asserting it, we might have to devote time to the
multiplication table which otherwise might be better em-
ployed. So it is at the present time. It had seemed, to my
generation, that certain principles were definitely accepted
in politics, e.g,, that Jews and Christians should have the
same social and political rights; that 2 man should not be de-
prived of life or liberty except by due process of law; and
that.there should be freedom of opinion except in so far as
some interference might be necessary in time of actual war.

These principles, in whole or part, are now rejected by
the governments of Germany, Italy, Russia, India, and
Japan, not to mention many smaller countries. Those who
disapprove of their rejection in one case very often approve
of it in another. Communists are shocked by the tyranny in
Fascist countries, but think it quite right that Stalin should
be able to execute his colleagues whenever the humor seizes
him. Fascists are horrified by the sufferings of Russian
kulaks, but think that Jews deserve no mercy. The world
grows more and more fierce, and fewer and fewer people
object to atrocities committed by their own party.

In these circumstances, those of us who still believe in
tolerance and democracy are told that we are condemning
ourselves to futility, since victory must go either to the

Fascists or to the Communists. I think this point of view
quite unhistorical, but in any case I could not accept it.

To begin with the historical argument. For a time, the
Western world was divided between the followers of Luther
and the followers of Loyola; all governments were on one
side or the other, fierce wars were fought, and the few who,
like Erasmus, remained neutral might have been thought
negligible. But after about a hundred years of slaughter
without victory to either side, people got tired of the whole
business and just stopped. To us, in retrospect, there seems
very little to choose between persecuting Protestants and
persecuting Catholics: we should divide the world of the
seventeenth century into fanatics and sensible people, put-
ting the opposing fanaticisms together as analogous follies.
So, in retrospect, will Communism and Fascism appear. The
ultimate victory is never to the fanatic, because he tries to
keep men's emotions in a state of tension which the great
majority, in the long run, find unbearable. The eighteenth
century—the age of reason—was a period of relaxation after

1939, pp. 409-412, with thanks to TOl STANLEY:

the excitements of the wars of religion. So, I doubt not, the
modern wars of ideologies will be succeeded by another age
of reason, in which, once more, people will not be willing to
persecute in the name of beliefs for which there is no
evidence.

Fascism and Communism, when analyzed psychologically,
are seen to be extraordinarily similar. They are both creeds
by which ambitious politicians seek te concentrate in their
own persons the power that has hitherto been divided be-
tween politicians and capitalists. Of course they have their
differing ideologies. But an ideology is merely the politi-
cian’s weapon; it is to him what the rifle is to the soldier.
This is still true, psychologically, even if the politician is
taken in by his own eloquence. The technique of both
parties is the same: first, to persuade a minority by an

ideology which appeals to hate; then, by some trick, to con-
fine military power to this minority; and finally, to establish
a tyranny. The method, so far as the modern world is con-
cerncd, was invented by Cromwell.

The defects of the method are obvious. Since it appeals
to hate, it involves, internally, cruelty and suppression of
cvery kind of freedom, and externally, a vehement reaction
of fear and preparation for war. Owing to its revivalist's
technique, its success, like that of analogous religious move-
ments in the past, cannot be more than temporary; before
long, enthusiasm gives place to corruption, and zeal degen-
erates into the activities of spies and informers. The ruler,
terrified of assassination and palace revolutions, is the pris-
oner of his own secret service; everyone else comes to know
that the road to success is to denounce relations and friends
for imaginary conspiracies. There is nothing new about all
this; it may be studied in the pages of Tacitus as well as in
recent accounts of Russia.

It is a great misfortune that so many radicals should have
persuaded themselves that the millennium is to be reached
along such a road, and should have closed their eyes to the
similarity of different brands of totalitarian states. The men-
tality produced by the Great War has encouraged an exces-
sive belief in what can be achieved by violence, without the
concurrence of the populations concerned; and at the same
time impoverishment has stimulated the desire to find an
enemy to whom misfortunes may be attributed. The cure
for the crisis due to the Great War is thought to be a still
greater war; all the disillusionments of idealists at Versailles .
and after are forgotten. In this there is no wisdom. It is not
by violence and cruelty and despotism that the happiness of
mankind is to be secured. In 1914 the world started along 2
wrong road, which it is still traversing, faster and faster the
longer the end of the journey remains out of sight. Perhaps
the blind alley will have to be followed to the very end, a5
in the wars of religion, before men discover that it leads no.
where. But in the meantime those who retain the use of
reason should not encourage the frantic stampede toward
disaster.
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BR ON WORLD GOVERNMENT

Why shouid we bother thinking about worlid government?

1t may be thought needlessiy Utopian to consider world government, since it remains totally impossible so long
as the East-West tension continues. 1t is, however, an urgent problem, since, unless it is solved within the
next generation, it is unlikely that the human race will survive. A statement or this sort is tound annoying,
because people do not like changing their mental habits, and hating certain toreign nations is one ot the
most deeply ingrained ot these habits.

It does not, of course, present itself in this way to their minds. What presents itself consciously is a
quick conviction that any unusual thought is absurd. The conviction is so quick and firm that they never look
to see whether it has a rational basis. I think, however, that anybody who can resist this unreasoning impulse
must perceive that the survival ot the human race depends upon the abolition of war, and that war can only be
abolished by the establishment of a world government. (Fact and Fiction 1961 Simon & Schuster pp. 99-100)

What powers would a world government need?

Primarily those involving peace and war. It would need a monopoly ot all the more important weapons of war. It
vwould need the right to revise treaties between nations, and to refuse to recognize any treaty to which it
would not give assent. It would need a firm determination to make war upon any nation which rebelled against
its authority or committed a hostile aggression against any other nation.

But 1t would not need to control nations as regards their internal economic development, as regards their
education or their religious institutions, or any of the matters that could rightly be regarded as internal.
(Italics added.)

What, 1in fact, it should take-away from a nation is what has long ago been taken away from an individual
-- namely, the right to kill. 1Individual citizens, unless they are gangsters, do not teel their liberty
unduly hampered by the fact that they cannot shoot their neighbor whenever he plays the piano too loudly.

Individual nations ought to learn that a similar limitation upon their liberty is equally
unobjectionable. They ought to be content with liberty to control their own affairs, and not demand the
opporunity to shoot foreigners whenever the whim takes them. It is this opportunity of which a world
government would have to deprive them. But it need not deprive them of any liberty that a decent person could
desire. (Fact and Fiction 1961 Simon & Schuster pp.100-191)

What are the prospects ror world government in the near tuture?

Attempts to 1torm new groups by purely voluntary co-operation usuaily tail, because whatever government 1is
constituted for such groups does not command traditional respect, and is not likely to be allowed enough power
to entorce respect.

The most important application ot this principle in the present day is to world government.

For the prevention ot war, the existence ot a single Government tor the whole planet 1s indispensable.
But a tederal Government tormed by mutual agreement, as the League ot Nations and the United Nations were
formed, 1is sure to be weak, because the constituent nations will feel as the barons telt in the ttiddle Ages,
that anarchy is better than loss of independence.

And just as the substitution of orderly government for anarchy in the Hiddle Ages depended upon the
victory ot the royal power, so the substitution ot order tor anarchy in international relations, if it comes
about, will come about through the superior power of some one nation or group ot nations. And only atter such
a single Government has been constituted will it be possible for the evolution towards a democratic form ot
international government to begin.

This view, which I have held for the last thirty years, encounters vehement opposition from all people ot
liberal outlook, and also from all nationalists ot whatever nation. I agree, of course, that it would be tar
better to have an international Government constituted by agreement, but I am quite convinced that the love ot
national independence is too strong for such a Government to have effective pover.

When a single Government for the world, embodying the military supremacy ot some nation or group ot
nations, has been in power for a century or so, it will begin to command that degree ot respect that will
make it possible to base its power upon law and sentiment rather than on force, and when that happens, the
international Government can become democratic. .

I do not say that this is a pleasant prospect; what I do say is that men’'s anarchic impulses are so
strong as to be incapable of yielding in the first place to anything but superior force. This would not be the
case if men vere more rational, or less filled with hatred and fear.

But so long as the present type of national sentiment persists, any attempt to establish a really
vigorous international Government would be countered by an irresistible propaganda: “Would you rather live as
slaves than die as free men?” the champions ot-national independence would ask. In every nation in uvhich there
was a good hope of not dying, but living, as free men, this rhetorical question would be answered by a
general shout in tavor ot dying tor treedom.

I do not say that there is no hope of a hetter method of ending the international anarchy; what I do say
is that there is no hope ot this unless and until individuals are much changed from what they are now. It will
be necessary that individuals shall have less feeling ot hostility and fear towards other individuals, more
hope ot security as regards their own lives, and a far more vivid realization that, in the world which modern
technique has created, the need ot world-wide co-operation is absolute, it mankind is to survive. Can a
leopard change his spots? 1 believe that he can, but it not, terrible calamities must befall him.

(New Hopes for a Changing World 1951 Simon & Schuster pp.72-73})
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BR's views on nuclear war -- which assume that nuclear war would destroy all life on earth -- are being
called "extreme” by some. William C. Gay's paper The Russell Hook Debates of 1958: Arguments from the Extremes
on Nuclear War and the Soviet Union was presented at the October 1989 meeting ot Concerned Philosophers ror
Peace. In it Gay says:

I will tocus on Russell’'s tendency to argue from the extreme premise that nuclear war could destroy all
life and on Hook's tendency to argue trom the other extreme  premise that communism could destroy akil
freedom. '

Is BR's view "extreme"? No one can know for certain whether a nuclear war would extinguish all life on earth.
Maybe it would, maybe it wouldn't. It you assume that life would survive a nuclear war -- then if nuclear
war occurs, and it turns out you were mistaken, nothing alive would be left. But if you make the other
assumption, that life would not survive a nuclear war, then you become aware of the crucial importance ot
preventing war...and it you succeed, life can continue.

It is therefore prudent to assume the worst. BR, in assuming the worst, is in fact acting prudently.

Add to this BR’'s feeling that nuclear war was inevitable. As a student of history, BR believed that any
horrible act that could occur, sooner or later would occur. No atrocity has ever failed to occur when the
means of performing it were available. Man's inhumanity to man has always been limited by his means. Hitler
killed millions of Jews and others; he had the means of doing so. He would surely have killed all the
inhabitants of Churchill’'s England -- the only country that stood up to Hitler at the time, and fought him --
if he had had the means...if he had had A-Bombs.

At present, thousands of nuclear missiles are aimed at the adversary from both sides of the Iron Curtain. The
means of fighting a nuclear war clearly existed in BR's day (and still exist today).

An interviewer told BR that some thought he was being "tanatical” in his views about the likelihood of nuclear
war. BR’s response was: "It is hard not to be fanatical. The issue is so large. "

[Can someone supply the quotation {and source) in which BR says that any folly that could occur would occur:
Ditto, BR’'s response to the interviewer. The Gay paper is in the RS Library. |

BR APPRECIATED
(6}

.- LITTLE BLUE BOOK NO.
© __9Edlted by E. Haldeman-Jullus

This is Albert Einstein s personal copy

ot Why LI Am Not A Christian., Note ----- >
his signature in the upper right corner.

Thank you, AL SECKEL.

d Rus;ell.l
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BR INTERVIEWED

CBS Interview, See It Now (3/22/%5). From See It Now, Murrow and Friendly, eds. NY: Simon & Schuster, 1ysh.

Thank you, 'TOM STANLEY.

arerrow: Lord Bertrand Russell is a scientist, a philosopher, and
an author. He won the Nobel prize for literature at the age of
seventy-nine. He is now eighty-three. He lives at 41 Queens
Road, Richmond, Surrey, and it was here that Howard Smith
interviewed him.

satrthi: Well, Lord Russell, we've been talking a great deal about
America’s faults. Are there any British faults that make—that
make relations difficult?

ronp russeLL: I think the British have very grave faults. T don't
think they're political. I think they are more social. I am con-
stantly really shocked by the impolite things that English people,
in talk, will say about and to Americans—things that really make
me blush, because they are so unjust. And I think they ought
to learn the ordinary courtesies of life in dealing with Americans,
which they don't scem to have at present, and I think that’s
Leen a very great source of trouble—very great.

sarrtd: Well, Lord Russell, there seems to have been an unusual
amount of friction between America and Great Britain just in
the past year. What do you feel is wrong?

Lorp russeLL: Well, the fundamental cause of the friction between
England and America is a difference of view as to policy, espe-
cially, I think, in the East. The English have a more cautious
approach to Eastern questions, we think, than you seem to have.
We're more afraid of war and less persuaded of the justice of
certain causes which appear just to America. I notice that Attlee
said quite emphatically and without reservation that the Chinese
Communist government ought to have Formosa. I think that
is a view which is very general in England and hardly anybody
holds it in America. It's a very great difference, and of course,
there goes with that another difference which is: most English
people who know anything about China consider that Chiang
Kai-shek is a ruffian, a totalitarian, a bad man altogether, and
not the sort of man that one wants to support. And also they
think that Americans are quite mistaken in supposing that if
Chiang Kai-shek, with the help of America, were to invade
China, large parts of the Chinese population would come over
to support him. Because they remember that Chiang Kai-shek
was beaten because his troops deserted to the Communists. That
was before the Communists had power to make them do so.

smitH: Well, what about America’s general attitude toward world
affairs? Could you make any suggestion as to how we might
develop our attitude?

Loro nusseLL: Well, in Europe, I don't think I have much eriticism
of the American attitude. I think, as far as European affairs go,
I'am pretty much in agreement with it. It's—it's almost entirely
as regards Asia that I don't agree. Not that I like the Communist
regimes. I don’t. I don’t like them at all. But I don't think it’s
the duty of the West to go crusading against any regime it
doesn’t happen to like. That’s altogether too serious. I think, of
course, in your internal, national affairs, the will of the country
is supreme, and if the country wants something, that happens,
and you get the habit of thinking the will of the country is
supreme. Now, in international affairs, that is not so. You meet
the will of other countries and there has to be give and take,
and you haven't the habit of give and take in politics in the
same way, I think, that you would have after long experience.
You don’t—you feel as though you are giving away a principle

- when you concede things to the other party; whereas it’s in
the very essence of negotiation.

smItH: Can you suggest any practical steps we might take to

improve relations and to strengthen the Western Alliance
morally?

LORD RUSSELL: I think that one of the things I should most wish to

see is that there should be no more of this purging of libraries
and purging of professors, and no longer the attempt to impose
upon the public, by authority and misinformation, a false view
about a great many important world problems; and that it
should no longer be thought that a man who brings forward
some fact that the authorities would like to have kept dark is
necessarily disloyal. I think that is one of the main sources of
trouble. Undoubtedly, the harshness in America toward people
who are thought to be Communist sympathizers is a thing which
has shocked English opinion—and, I expect, continental opinion
too. The kind of thing that has been associated with McCarthy—
but it isn’t by any means confined to him. I think what has de-
feated McCarthy is the fact that other people have taken up
his policy, and so I don’t see that, from a public point of view,
there’s very much gained.

SMITH: Yes.
Lorp RUSSELL: I don’t think it’s very much better. Now, this habit

of investigating anybody who works for government—so mi-
nutely—makes scientists shy off from government work, and is
almost certain to be a very great impediment to atomic research
in America, and actually to make the whole business of atomic
weapons not nearly so effective as it would be if there was less.

smritH: Do you draw any hope from such things as the Supreme

Court decision against segregation in American schools?

Lorp RrusseLL: Yes. I think that’s a very good thing indeed. And

1 should like to say here, generally, that I find no criticism what-
ever of the federal judiciary in America, which I think is very
good indeed. Its decisions seem to be sound and liberal and wise.

smirit: Well, which do you think is the greater menace in the world

today, Lord Russell: Communism, or the problems that arise
due to the awakening of what are called the backward peoples
in Asia and Africa?
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LORD RUSSELL: Well, they are virtually the same problem because
~the—certainly the awakening of Asia’s a thing going like a
prairie fire. The Communists have made themselves the protag-
onists of the—the people of Asia, and they will be the protagonists
of the people in Africa as soon,as there is much doing there, and
that is a very grave danger. But at the same time, I think that
we, the Western nations, are very much to blame for not having
done the things which ought to have been done—such as land
reform, for instance, which ought to have been done long ago,
and which we’ve left for the Communists to do.

smiti: Well, do you feel then that we have a good chance of lead-
ing the Western Alliance along constructive paths?

Lorp RussELL: Well, nobody else has—that's quite certain. I mean—
[LoRD RUSSELL LAUGRS] it's got to be you or nobody.

smiTH: I think a great many Americans doubt the validity of a
policy of peaceful coexistence with the Russians. Do you feel
that it is possible?

Newss, No. 65 tebruary -Lwwo

LorD RUSSELL: I think there are only two possibilities: coexistence
and coextinction. If you’re not going to find a way of coexisting,
the human race will cease to exist. That’s in view of modern
armaments. And I think we've got to coexist. I think the Rus-
sians have got to realize that, and we have got to realize it. I am
perfectly aware that we shan’t get the Russians to realize it
unless we have very powerful armaments. We must have suf-
ficiently powerful armaments to make the Russians think a war
is not worth while. That, I think, is obvious. I am not at all
inclined to urge disarmament at the present time—not at all.
But I do think we have got to realize, ourselves, and we have got
to get the Russians to realize, that if there is a war, neither side
will get any single thing that it wants. Nothing. The Russians
won'’t get world empire. We shan’t get security. What you would
get is masses of corpses and an extinction of the human race.
And that’s not what anybody wants—so that we’ve got to learn
to coexist somehow.

BR’'S BIRTHDAY

(8)

¥Wrong date. BK's birthday is May 1¥th, not Hay 17th as we wrongly reported (RSN64-3). OQur knowledgeable
colleagues, Archivist KN BLACKWELL and Lipbrarian TOt! STANLEY, noted the error. Ken sent this contirming

evidence:
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How should te take notlce ot BK s Blrthday: With tirecrackers? Roman candles? bancing in the streets. LINUA

EGENDORF otters this suggestion:

un BR's birthday, members in areas where thepe are more than Just a couple ot members should arrange to meet
tor dinner at an agreed-on restaurant. They can arrange ahead ot time to have a cake with candles come trom
the kitchen at dessert-time. All can raise their glasses in a toast to the memory ot the man who said, "The
good life is one inspired by love and quided by knowledge." Someone may be given the honor ot blowing out
the candles...or all can join together in one great super-putt. How many candles on the cake: Hany small

ones torming the letters H KY As you wish.
Thanks, Linda!

Those ot you who attend Hay isth BR Birthday Dinners,
Page 1, bottom.)

please let us know about it. (Newsletter address on
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BR QUOTED

From rhe Physician ana sports Medicine {January 88).

George Sheehan, MD

February L99v

Pursuing Happiness

an is an animal,” wrote

Bertrand Russell, “and

his happiness depends

on his physiology more
than he likes to think.” Heaith comes
first. Of course, we look to a funda-
mental state free of disease—or, at the
least, free of disease that limits our
daily activities.

Happiness, however, connotes
more than this neutral status. Russell
thought that the trained body- was im-
portant “Unhappy businessmen,” he
stated, “would increase their happi-
ness more by walking 6 miles every
day than by any conceivable change in
philosophy.”

Walking 6 miles a day is quite likely
to change one’s philosophy as well.
Thousands of walkers—and runners,
swimmers, and cyclists—will attest to
a new sense of life’s meaning arrived
at during their physical activity. The
mind. as well as the body, is in motion.

Russell thought it was impossible to
be happy without physical activity, as
well as mental. But such activity, he
suggested, should be agreeable. It also
should be directed to a desired end,
and not be contrary to our impulses.
“A dog will pursue rabbits to the point
of complete exhaustion and be happy
the whole time. But if you put a dogon
a treadmill, it would not be happy be-
cause it is not engaged in a natural ac-

tivity"

Columnnist Sheehan is a cardiologist in Red
Bank, New Jersey.

I am an observer of happy dogs.
Daily, [ see numbers of them walking
with their owners on the boardwalk
and grass in front of our beach house.
They are a curious lot, constantly in
motion and exploring the world
around them. At times they engage in
play, chasing thrown sticks or pursuing
frisbees. One characteristic is imme-
diately evident Dogs are very serious
when having fun. They may wag their
tails, but they are totally concentrated
on what is about to happen.

Play is just as important to us as it is
to dogs. Some things we do with our
bodies should be done merely because
they are fun—not because they serve
some serious purpose. If we are not
performing some activity that is en-
joyable on its own account, we should
look for something that is. We may not
find an activity as natural to us as
hunting is to a dog, but we can come
quite close.

“When things are bad,” observed
Russell, “what a person needs is not a
new philosophy, but a new regimen—

- a different diet, or more exercise, or

what not.” That advice seems simplis-
tic, but it worked for me. I took to the
roads in my 45th year and shored up a
life that was coming apart.

Regimen was also the key to the
Greeks’ pursuit ofhappiness. They be-
lieved that self-mastery included mas.
tery of the body. Their education
treated the body as equal to the mind
and spirit. The ancient Greeks spent
time every day in the gymnasium and
palaestra engaged in athletic activity.

The key is movement that is play.
What we do with our bodies and
minds must be an end in itself as well
as a means to an end. Man is an ani-
mal, as Russell states. Man is a child,
100, whdse happiness depends more
on that psychology than we think.

Our needs are complex. Our goals
come from our highest yearnings, but
we must recognize our animal in-
stincts and our childhood impulses.
Integrating animal, child, and adult is
a formidable task. Yet our happiness
depends upon it.

What marks happy people, accord-
ing to Russell, are two qualities: a sta-
ble framework built around a central
purpose, and play. Our leisure should
include physical play of some sort.
This need not be sport, although that
is the best way to guarantee play. The
game, the contest, the race, the com-
petition, are not essential. What is re-
quired is the spontaneous expression
of the self as body.

Achieving happiness is a large proj-
ect, but Russell's suggestion makes for
agood start. Like Emerson, and Spen-
cer before him, he is saying that if you
wish to be a success in this life, you
must first be a good animal.

We can be good anirnals through
exercise that is tedious and repetitious.
The better way is through play, which
is exercise done without realizing it.
The secret of the successful 6-mile
walk is leaving work, family, cares, and
responsibilities behind, and entering a
world that is strangely, yet satisfyingly,
all your own. PSM

QUESTION.

David Heltz asks whether anyone recognizes the following quotation...and it so, is it correct:

The question is not whether you believe God exists, but whether, if He does, He is anyone you would want
to be associated with.

David adds:
Thanks"

"I thought H. L. tlenken

said

it,

Please send responses to the newsletter, address on Page 1, bottom.

but I cannot tind a reterence. Any help would be appreciated.
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“I BELIEVE,” said Bertrand
Russell in bis What | Delleve
written - when he was filty-iwo,
“that 1 shall rot1, and nothing of
my ego will survive. 1 am not
young and 1 love life. But ] should
scorn to gshiver with terror at the
thought of annihilation.”

‘He thought in. the same way
when he was seventy.eight. “In an
old man who has known human
joys and sorrows and has achieved
whatever work it was In him to
0,” he wrote, “the fear of death
is somowhat abject and Ignoble.”
The best way to grow old, he feli,
Is neither to have undue absorp-
tion in the past nor cling to youth
in the bope of sucking vigour from
s vilality, to make your interests
gradually wider and “‘more imper-
sonal “until bit by bit the walls of
the ego recede and your life be-
comes increasingly merged in , the’
universa} life.”

Ruudlhlendetvoumz all bis life
to put this precept into practice.
When most philosophers—not to
speak ordinary men—would have
resigned themselves to the evils and
ils of the world, murmurin

“after me the delugsa™, he conti.
aued to stand fearlessly for his In-
nermost convictions and  protest
against man’s inbumanity to man.

Russell was the greatest among
the philosophers of his day. He
was also’ a social theorist, an ar-
dent reformeg and an incomparable
literary stylist writing with profun-
dity, clarity and wit. Hardly any-
one could equal him in his capa-
city to elucidate the essence of a
question ‘and to answer it- with
complete intellectual hornesty, Ein-
stein once said that Russell was the
wittlest man ho ever met.

Amazing

\What was the secret of this man
whose originality of think!n; uiu:I-
led his amazing versatility fer-
bert Gottschalk, & German biogra-
pher, saw two very diflerent {acets
of Russell’'s character in constant
conflict in his personality. There
was on one side, the cool, objec-
tive, scientific mind interested in
nothing but the pursuit of truth
and prepared to fet it lead him
where it might; and, on the other,
the ardent philanthropist  deeply
conscious of* his share of responsi-
bility for social weifare.

Russell Society News,
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ASSESSHENTS OF BR

The Times ot India, New Delhi (2/9/7Q). Thank you, HARRY RUJA.

THE SCEPTICAL
| CRUSADER
Russell ‘s Achievement

By G. L. MEHTA

Russell himself has revealed in
his three volumes ot Auloblz:fmphy
what actuated and impelled him.
On bis eightieth birthday, he wrote
that his life had been devoted 1)
two different objects, which had
all along remained separate and
had only been lately united in a
single whole. He had wanted, on
the one hand, to find out whether
anything could be known; and, on
the other, to do whatever was possi.
ble towards creating & happier
world, It was the former which
led him to mathematics which he
thought would give him “a certainty
w (e Kind of way in which people
want religious faith.”

From his childhood, Russell was
20 inteliectual rebel refusing to
accept axioms and mre(l{ doubt.
ing religious precepts. e was
bitterly ~ disappointed when he
found that geometry started with
sxioms whicg had to be taken nn
trust and could not be proved.
When he questioned Euclid's axi-
oms—he started by asking whether
two things which are equal to the
same thing are equal to one another
—his elder brother, Frank, who
way teaching him, said in despair,
“If we don't accept the axioms,
we can't go on.”

Most Vital

This Is the most vital element In
Bertrand Russell's thought—ophilo-
sophical and social. He refused
to accept anything a priori and
was careful not to alfow (as most
of us do) his ideas 10 be influenc-
ed by his desires. At Cambridge,
which grovided a milleu for ra-
tionsl thinking, he challenged ma-
thematical symbolism and logical
concepts mJ blazed 2 new trail In
philosophy.. His seminal work In
mathematical logic was perhaps the
most significant since Aristotle.

Russell cherished reason as the
most valuable possession’ of civi-
lised man. “In all things,” he said.
“] bave made a vow, to follow
reason not the Instincts, inherited
partly from my ancestors and gain-
ed gradually by selection, and part.
ly due to my education.” Not that
he did not recognise the limits of
attainable knowledge. But for that
reason  he was not prepared to
accept “deep-rooted pteiudica [Y]
heaven-sent intuitions.”

A sceptlical attitude in philosophy
a8 (n sclence was in his case a

loiudrc. of new ideas. = As the poet
said: .
- There lives more truth In an
; honest doubt
"Belleve me, than in half the
« creeds,
In his cloquent essay, A Free
Man's Worship (1903), . Russell
vowed that a new and enduring
(aith could be created “only on
the firm foundation of despeir.”
An honest scepticism towards trae
ditionsl values and conventional wis.
dom need not mean a panaiysis of
will nor a surrender 10 pessimism.
For Russell it was a stimulus to
creative thought.and optimism,

Distressed

He was & philosopher of actjon
a3 well as a theorist. He did not

live on Olympian heights. Pity for .

hs suffering of mankind was one
of his three governing  passions,
“Nietzche despises universal love”,
he wrote in his lll:lor{.o'g Western
Philosophy, “1 feel it o motive
power to all that I desire as re.
ards the world.” Ho was deeply
istressed
not becauss of some abatract prin.
ciples but because he could not
bear to seo the maiming and slaugh-
ter of young men.

He opgoud conscripion at the .

time and was sentenced ‘to ix
months’ imprisonment. His c:gposi-
tlon to war was strenuous aithough
he disclaimed that he was a paci-
fist. Some wars, ho thought, were
Lultlﬂuble: however intensely he
ated them. The second world war,
for instance, was unavoidable if
Hitler was not to usher in a new
dark age and the western civilisa-
tion was not to perish. But after
the war, he was intensely concemned
over the prospect of the total an-
nihilation of human life onm this
planet by a nuclear war.

When over seventy-five, be be-
gan his campaign against nuclear
disarmament, rn 1961, nearing
eighty, he performed a dhama near

hitehall in London and suffered
seven days' imprisonment. At
cighty-cight, he - launched a civie
disobedience movement  against
nuclear arms. Until the very end
he did not lose cither the intellec-
tual elan of his youth or his moral
coutage. .

Thus, alt his life, this man who
believed the will to doubt and the
duty to question was a crusader—
for emancipation of women,
apninst imperialism and racial dis-

by the fint world war .

tebruary 19ww

crimination, for social Jjustice and
frecdom of speech, against the
brutalities of wur and the inven-

- tion and manufacture of horrible

weapuns of destruction, and, above
all, for peace.

Adventure

Eric Fromm, the distinguished
psycho-analyst and sociologist, has
observed that for Russell “rational
thought is not & quest for certain-
ty but an adventure, an act of self-
liberation and of courage which
changes the thinker by making him
more awaxe and more siive.” 1la
refected dogmas and nebulousness
in thought and everything that vio-
lated his reason and conscience in
action,

Although an activist in many
directions, he did not except on
rare occaslons, Idem({y himaelt
with a party or an organisation
nor did he pay obeisance to a
creed. Life should not be too
closely regulated or too methodi-
cal, he aiways contended. Social
life demanded organisation and
discipline but that was all the more
reason why thought should be free
—in s, philoaopﬁy and ecience.
He believed that *to teach how

to live without cemln? and yet
without being paralysed by hesi-
tation is pcrfmpu the chief thing

that philosophy in our age can
still do for those who study it.”
Bertrand Russell was concerned
with the whole spectrum of know-
ledge 3nd human aflairs and made
8 notable contribution to nearly
all of them—mathematics, logic,
metaphysics, psychology, socinl
philosophy, theory of education
and international politicse. lle was
one of those rare geniuses who,
while mastering & branch of know-
ledge, was never satisfied with
working in a limited sphere and
aiways sought to come to grips
with problems of individual and
collective life. .
Knowing the tragic destiny of
man and the ultimate futility of
all human endeavour, Russell al-
ways acted with a splrit of resig-
natiqn.  And though his 1ife lacked
in sdme measure the virtue of self-
contrl], it was one of personal in-
volverhient in causes which he che-
rished. lle wns indiflerent to pub-
lic obloquy and ready to suffer.
Hia scepticiam nlwnyn concealed a
deeper faith—faith in man's capa-
city to create his own paradise
through knowledge and love.




(12)

Page 9

BRS PROJECT

A_Bertrand Kussell Calendar:
Here's what one might be like:

11 x 8.5-1inch pages. 12 pages, one for each month, plus
a cover. Pages hinged together, so that when the calendar is
in use, say, on a wall, you would see two L1 x 8.5-inch
pages, one above the other.

The lower page would have the days of one month in
boxes, as shown here (greatly reduced). Important events in
BR's 1life would appear in the boxes on the proper dates:
birth, death, wmarriages,
wives, honors received (Nobel,etc.), major books published,
other important events in his life or in the world (BR sent
to prison, anti-nuke marches, start of WWI and WWII,etc.)

The upper page would have a BR quotation, or
explanations of the events , or possibly a photo.
Probable cost Sb.

The Calendar should be a joint etfort of BRS Hembers.
Let everybody get into the act...and onto the Calendar!
tembers would send in items for the Calendar: dates, events,
and quotations, including sources.

Wouldn't you like to see one:

LET'.S HEAR ‘FROH YOU! If there is sufficient interest in this
project, if you think you would buy one tor $5, let us know,

Russell Society News, No.
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BRS_Laureate John Somerville
Suite 1420, 202 S.

By John Somerville

From its beginning philosophy has meant the
systematic use of reason to answer ultimate
questions concerning human life and the fate of
the human world. In our day, for the first time in
human history, the physical existence of the whole
human world can be irreversibly terminated by one
brief conflict fought out with the present nuclear
weapons. Philosophers, like everyone else, are
therefore faced with the categorically imperative
task of preventing what might well be called
instant nuclear omnicide.

In this effort our best method is education of the
pubiic and of governments. It is not necessary for
any philosophy (0 change its doctrines or
teachings. It is necessary only to convince people
and governments that in order to go on living in
any human community whatever, nuclcar weapons
must be outlawed, To use them in conflict would
not only be mass suicide but mass murder as weil-
-enforced omnicide. The facts that need to be
taught are relatively simple, though some are not
widely known and others are so painful to admit
that many refusc to belicve them or cven to think
about them at all.

While ecveryone knows what happened at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki it must be emphasized
that the nuclear weapons used there were only the
first crude models, and were used only by one
side, against only two cities. Yet the results were
so_inhumanly horrible that for next thirly years the
acknowledged policy of our government was that
we_wouyld never again be first 1o use nuciear
weapons.

However, this policy was abruptly reversed July
2, 1975, in a startling public_announcement Or
SEErcE of §Zense! James SchlEinEE wﬁ§

stated _in__his press interview; _“Under no

states the case against U.S.
State, Chicago, lL 60605. We have added the underlining.

NUCLEAR STRATEGY

circumstances could we disavow the first use of
the present NATO policy called nuclear deterrence.
As officially mknowl'eyaga, this™ policy _stance
means that anything considered by us to be an
attack against any U.S. or NATO forces by any

conventional weapons, such as tanks, may be
answered by our nuclear weapons if, in our

judgemt;nt. our conventional weapons arc
insufficient to meet it. That is, we would
tansform  survivable conventional war into

unsurvivable omnicidal conflict.

This_first-use policy stance has been maintaincd
by the US "an in_spite of the Tacl Thal on
ten_scparate occasions it ations Genera
Asscm)Bly has rcitcrated that any Tirst_usc_ o
nuclear weapons would now be "a cnime apainst
humanity, an(a) a_violation of the U.N. cE!mcr".
This charter was not only signed by us, but
largely created by us.

We cannot overlook the fact, highly significant
to the rest of the world. that both the People's
Republic of China and the USS.R. have
unilaterally pledged beforc the United Nations that
they would never be first to use nuclcar weapons.
It is also a fact, much better known by the world
public than by our own, that the Warsaw Trcaty
Organization has several times proposed to the
U.S. and NATO a mutual treaty that neither side
would be first 10 use nuclear weapons. All these
proposals have been rejected by NATO and by the
executive branch of our govermment, without
waiting for any debate in our Congress or our
media.

Al the same time President Reagan repeatedly
stated in public speeches here and abroad:
"Nuclear war cannot be won, and must never be

nuclear strategy,

NUCLEAR DETERRENCE -- PHILOSOPHY OF OMNICIDE

in New Patriot (Nov/Dec 1989},

fought”. Since the President is also Commandcr-in
Chicf of our armed forces, Reagan’s statements
may account for the fact that repeated polls wiken
by thc Public Agenda Foundation and Grown
Umversity show that “morc than R0% ol our
cligtble voters are finnly but mistakenly convinecid
that our_policy is now no-first-usc, that is, that
"we will ncver use nuclcar weapons unless we are
attacked with nuclcar weapons”. But the very heant
of our present nuclear-military policy is to retain
the option of first-use, in spitc of the fact that
nothing is morc destabilizing than the cxplicit
thrcat to be first to use nuclear weapons, and
nothing would be more confidence-building than
mutual agreement to ban their first usc.-

Paradoxically, President  Reagan  and  Tater
President Bush urgently called for a ban on the
use of chemical wecapons, specifically because they
are "too horrible”. Are not nuclcar weapons even
more horrible? The policy of first-use of nuclear
weapons loday is morally indefensible and legally
criminal because it tries to justify a crime so
homibly cnormous that it could be commiticd only
once, a sin so utterly unspcakable that it never
cven had a name, uniil now--omnicide.

In view of these facts nuclear deterrence might
acwually be termed insane nuclear blackmail. It
was this that lcd the head of the government of
India to say that nuclcar deterrence is the ultimate
form of state terrorism. It should be rejected by
all pcople and every government in the world, by
ail philosophers and every philosophy in the
world. Humankind has many other probicms that
philosophers and governments must decal with. But
if the nuclear omnicide problem is not solved first,
there will be no possibility of dealing with any of
the others.
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< PHILOSOPHERS REMENMBER SIDNEY HOOK

(14) Paul Kurtz, in free Inquiry (Winter 198Y/90, pp.40-1):

n September 25, 1989, a memorial was

held at the New York University to
commemorate the passing of the veteran
secular humanist philosopher Sidney Hook.
Participating at the meeting were distin-
guished leaders of thought and action
representing a wide range of viewpoints—
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan; Jean
Kirkpatrick. the former ambassador to the
United Nations: Lane Kirkland, the presi-
dent of the AFL-CIO; John Bunze! and Miro
Todorovich of the University Centers for
Rational Alternatives; Leo Cherne and
Leonard Sussman of Freedom House; Cart
Gershman of the Endowment for Demo-
cracy: Herbert Hill of the A. Philip Ran-
dolph Institute: Melvin Laskey, the editor

of Encounter magazine: and others.

Many of the speakers who attended are
considered neoconservatives—vet Hook
resisted that description. He was a social
democrat, he said, who believed in a free
society and the welfare state, but strongly
rejected the idea that the sociai order must
be based on religion. He was well known
for his polemical skills, and maintained
relationships with individuals of diverse
political and ideological stances. He once
quipped that many of his friends were not
friends of one another.

Sidney Hook exerted a powerful influ-
ence on modern thought. Moynihan. Las-
key. and others heralded his vital role in
alerting Western intellectuals to the dangers
of Stalimsm. and noted that Hook lived to
see his heroic efforts vindicated: Even within

the Soviet Union he is now recognized ‘as
one of the vital critics of totalitarian
repression.

In my remarks at the memorial | pointed
out that Hook was one of the leading
American secular humanist philosophers of
the twentieth century. Belief in God, he
argued. was a “speculative hypothesis of an
>xtremety low order of probability.™ He did
not criticize religious beliefs, which are
personal, but he objected to efforts to
publicty declare religious doctrines as a form
of public truth. or to impose them upon
others in the community.

Hook disagreed with those who attemp-
ted to justify democracy in terms of religion.
He pointed out that from belief in the
fatherhood of God. mutually antagonistic
political systems may be drawn: Monarchy,
oligarchy, dictatorship, and so on. He
believed democracy to be justifiable only by
virtue of its empirical consequences. that is,
whether it leads to the good life for the
ordinary person and preserves the dimen-
sions of frecdom. He likewise thought that
morality was independent of religious
foundations, and that ethical judgments
would be justified autonomously by means
of inteiligence.

It was thus a cause for considerable
dismay for many at the Hook memorial
when Norman Podhoretz, the editor of the
neo-conservative Commeniary magazine.
published by the American Jewish Commit-
tee, came to the podium wearing a skuilcap.
and immediately proceeded to chant the

? Quotations from Sidney Hook

“Instead of a revival of religious faith
in general, we should work specifically
toward a revival, or a new birth. of faith
in democracy.”

“The validity of democracy as a moral
and political ideal does not rest upon
religious doctrine.”

“Of great relevance to the concerns of
rational humanists is the contention
that without commitment to transcend-
ent religious beliefs no programs of
social reform can be justified or imple-
mented. Even some neo-conservative
thinkers . . . hold this view. . .. In recent
vears many large claims have been made
tor religious faith. It has been celebrated
as the 1opsoil of democracy, indeed of
all morality. . . . 1 believe all of these
claims are false. The validity of democ-
racy as a moral and political ideal does
not rest upon retigious doctrine.”

“The validity of a moral proposition

is independent of any divine
revelation or any other transcendent or
supernatural element.”

“Humanism 1o me is the view that
morals are autonomous of religious
belief. that they are relevant to truths
about nature and human nature. truths
that rest on scientific evidence."

“l do not believe there is empirical
evidence that large-scale ideas about the
existence of God, freedom, and immor-
tality have a direct bearing on human
behavior and that the ecrosion of
transcendental beliefs gets expressed in
immoral conduct.”

“I am willing to call myself an atheist
except when it is assumed . . . that an
atheist must be a Communist.”

All of the above quotations are reprinted from FREE INQUIRY

kaddish, an ancient Hebrew praver for the
dead. Those who understood and appre-
ciated Sidney Hook's entire philosophical
career were aware of how this might have
offended him. Irving Kristol. a columnist for
the Wall Street Journal and Public Interest.
related his profound indebtedness to Hook
but he too adamantly rejected Hook 's secular
humanism. Yet Sidney Hook represented the
secular humanist tradition in his time as no
one else did; he was a fearless defender of
free inquiry, reason. and the ethics of
democracy.

Hook confessed to me several times over
the years his displeasure with the religious
tone that many neo-conservative journals
were taking. He deplored the “new failure
of nerve” in an article published in Parrisan
Review shortly after World War 11, and
continued throughout his life his oppasition
to it. He even disagreed with his revered
teacher John Dewey about whether human-
ism was religious in nature; he believed that
Dewey was abusing the ethics of language
by using the term “God™ to refer to human
ideals. Hook maintained on the contrary that
humanism is secular.

Hook embarrassed me several times in
his later years by telling me that John Dewey
had passed the torch of freedom and reason
to him and that he was bequeathing the same
responsibility to me. When | remonstrated
at his generous remarks he said that all
around us contemporary society seemed to
be abandoning the conviction that rational
inguiry and science could be used for the
betterment of humankind. and that the ideals
of secular society needed to be defended
against its religious detractors. He thought
that FREE INQUIRY, SKEPTICAL INQUIRER,
and Prometheus Books were beacons of light
in an often irrational world.

Last fall, I went to New York Citv to
bestow upon Andrei Sakharov—Ilike Hook
a humanist laureate in the Academy of
Humanism —the International Humanist
Award on behalf of the International
Humanist and Ethical Union. { invited Hook
along, but he was too ill to go. He toid me.
however, to give Sakharov his regards and
tell him how much he appreciated his valiant
defense of democracy and humanism. One
of Sidney Hook's definitions of humanism
seems to best sum up his ideals: “An ethical
humanist today,” he said. "is one who reiies
on the arts of intelligence to defend. entarge.
and enhance the areas of human freedom
in the world.™

Adieu, Sidney. You will be sorely missed.
We hope we will fulfill vour great expec-
tations of us.

Notes

I. Sidney Hook. The Quest for Being (New
York: St. Martin's Press. 1961).

2. Paul Kurtz, ed.. The Humamst Alrernaine
{London: Pemberton Books. 1973). p. 34 .
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Corliss Lamont,

The eulogy on Sidney Hook in the Sep-
tember/October 1989 issue of Free
Mind properly praises him as an emi-
nent Humanist philosopher. However,
in noting that Professor Hook was “one
of communism’s fiercest critics in the
West,” it did not add that he was so
fierce that he became one of America’s
most fanatical anti-communusts and anti-
Soviet polemicists. His speeches, arti-
cles, and books helped to stimulate the
Cold War and make rational refations
between the Soviet Union and the
United States more difficult. At the
same time, he conducted irrational feuds
against liberals and radicals, including
Bertrand Russell, a greater philosopher
than Hook, and also myself.
Regardless of his basic philosophy,
Hook went far astray in his politics and,
toward the end of his life, aligned himself
with right-wing forces in the United
States. Although we were fellow stu-
dents and friends at Columbia, Hook
later carried on a bitter feud with me
for some fifty years, based primarily

in Free Mind (Jan/Feb 1999,p. 7
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upon our disagreements about the
Soviet Union. At one point, Hook
claimed [ was not a genuine Humanist
because | remained sympathetic to the
Soviet Union even while the tyrant
Stalin remained its bloody dictator. Ad-
mittedly, [ and thousands of other in-
tellectuals in America and the world at
large made serious mistakes about the
USSR.

However, I do not believe we should
expel Amencan Humanists from our
ranks because of their position on the
Soviet Union or any other foreign coun-
try. The primary job of American Hu-
manusts is to educate the American peo-
ple concerning naturalistic Humanism
and win them over to that philosophy.

I must state that [ never wished any
kind of stormy fight with Sidney Hook
or anybody else about the Soviets but
have discussed disagreements on that
subject with many people in the calm
and rational attitude of a dedicated
Humamist. Hook carried on the bat-
tle with the publication of his auto-
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biography Out of Step in 1987, in
which he uses four or five pages to
demolish my character by telling of
my bad judgment about fifty years
ago in the late thirties. Ye gods,
Hook, should there not be a statute
of limtations on denunciation for
intellectual errors? In the same voi-
ume, Hook registers his support of
the United States’ brutal and evil war
in Vietnam.

In conclusion, let me say that Sid-
ney Hook was a man of varied attn-
butes—a first-rate Humanist philosopher
and teacher on the one hand and on the
other an intemperate and irrational in-
dividual in the realm of politics.

Let us now put aside the Cold War
wrangles and rejoice that Soviet Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev is putting
through reforms in the Soviet Union
that promote democracy and s also
offering a foreign policy that truly aims
to establish international peace and dis-
armament.

OFINION

i iversity on the occasion ot
5 ! Y dapted rrom a lecture given at Brown Univ
Arthur Schlesinger Jr. This essa has been a P

Vartan Gregorian’'s lnauguration as president.

From the New York Times,

1989,

The Opening of the American Mind

FTTLE is more surprising these davs than the
revival of blaspheiwv as a crime A serular
age had presumably tolepnted blasphemy .~
irreverence toward thinps eacred - ta the

realm of ebsolete offenses No Ameriean has been
convicted for blasphemy cince Abner Kneeland in
Massachisetts o centiny and a half ago (for what
was deemed a “seandalons, impious, abscrne, blias
phemaons and profane libe of amd concerning Ciwd™);
and the last proscecutem in Marviand 20 vears agn,
was disnissed by anappeltate cmnt as g violation of
the First Amendmemt

Arthur Schlesinger Jr, is professor in the hy-
manitics at the City University of New York

But a secuiar age, when it creates its own
absolites. mav well soulprize hlasphemy 1o Con
stdey the deplorabte pote the Pledpe of Allegiance 1
the fLag plaveding recent 1y csidengial CAMBIEN 1y
the cries of outeape provoked by the SUpreme Cong t
decision in Texas v Johnson, hebding thag frani-y
ment for the political buening, of an Amevican flag
breached the Constitution; or the demimstration:s
"proteating the “deerccration” of the flag at the Art
Institute of Chicago

the very word “desecration” implies that the
American flag is sanetified, an object of worship, We
Aare witnessing the rise of what Charles I'riedd, Ron-
ald Rengan's Solicitor General. calls the “doctrine of
civil blasphemy." Whether religious or secular in
guise, 2t fnrms of blasphemy have in common thats
there are things so <acred that they must be protecy
ed by the srm of the state from irreverence aned

challenpn that shealntes of trath and virtue cxist
and that thowe who SCoff et be punished
It i thic belief iy ahentutes, | wonld hazard. tha
i€ the great enemy tnlay of the lite of the mind Thig
MAY Srem o rach Propesition The fashion of the
tme is to denounee TelIvISI as the rons of nil evif.
But history sugpests thay the damage dane 1 hu-
manity by the 1elaiivisy is far less than the damage
done by the absaltist — by the fellow who, as Mr
Doolev once put i, “does what he thinks th* Lord wad
duif He only knew th' facts in th’ case "
Letme not be misundersiood lest 1 be tuken for :
a blusphemer myself and thereby subject (0 the
usuul dire penalties. ] hold veligion i high regurd
As Chestetton auce said, the trouble when people
stup bebeving in God is not that they thercafter
believe in nothing; it 15 that they thereatier betieve
in anything. | agree with Tocqueville that religion
has an mdispeusable social function: “How 1s 1t
Dossible thist suciety should escape destructon if
the moral tie is not strengthened i propoction as
the politeead tie is retaxed?” | also sympathize with
Turquevile who, André Jardin, his most recent
biographier, tells us, went to his death an unbeliever,

T would hardly scem Necessury  insist on the
persts ol moral absolutism in our own tawdry
age. By their fruits ye shall know thesn. It is
as illogicat to indict organszed religion be-
Cause of himmy Swaggart and the Bakkers

#s Paul Johason is o idict the nuethgentsia be-
cause ol the messy private lives of selected wite)-
lectuals, but the moral absolutists who are pres-
ently applauding  Paul  Johnson's cheap  book

“Htellectuals” might wetl e nvited 10 apply 1he
same mcthodology to thetr swn (1 ade As the preat
theolugian Remhold Niebuhr said, “the waorst (on
Tupuon s & corrupt religion” — ynd ulganize d
religion, hike all powerful institutions, lends isctt (o
Luiruption. Absolutisim, whether in 1eligious o
secular furm, becomes a haves for racketeers

As a historian, 1 confess to a certam anuse
ment when | hear the Juden-Chnisuan tadii:
Pratsed us (he source of wur coreern for o
rights. In fact, the Breat religious uges were notabile
ot thew wditference to human rights m ihe con
temporary sense. They were noton tous Bat ouly fun
acquiescence n poverty, lll(‘qlluhly, explontution
and oppression but tor ENUSIASLIC Justitie alion:, o
slavery, Persecutton, abandonment of small chyt
dren, 1o tuse, genocide.

Rehgion enshrined and virhicated taerars iy
authorny and thequality and had nu COMPUN M
about mwdening heretics ang blasphemers. T
the end of the 18t Cenlury, lorture was ol
Iwvestigutive procedure m the Roman atheti
church as well as in wost European states. in
Protestant America in the eurly 19th century . as
Larry Hise ponts out in his buok “Pro-Stavery A
History of the Defense of Slavery m America, 1iod-
1840, men of the cloth “wrote alinost halt uf all the
defenses of slavery published in ANCIICa”; un ap
pendix ists 275 mumisters of the Gospel who prously
Ptuclaimed the Christian virtue of a system
which one man owned anuther as private propaerty
{0 be uned as he pleased.

Human nghts is not a teligious wdea 11y o
Secular ideq, the product of the tast four centure:




tage [

of Westeit history

1t was the age of equality that bruught abuu the
disappeatance of such TelgIoNS appurtenances as
the auto e and burnmg at the stake, the abolitton
sbti e and ol public execnaon,, the LI TRTPRY [T
of thee siases Oaly Luer, as religion itseif Legun to
succambs to the husamto an ethic and to view the
Kigdonn o G as attamablc witun bistury, coutd
the clating be tiade that (the Judeo i totiibi tradiion
connimatided the pursat ol happiness s wutld.
Hie b aman nights documents - the Arercan
Deckinntion ot Independence and e French Dela-
fatiun ol ihe Rights of Man -~ were writien by
boliical, ot by religious, leader:. And the revival of
abiolutisii i the 20th century, whether n ceclentas
hcal vt scaulian form, has brought with o the 1evival
of tovtwe, of sluughter and ot uvther monstrous
vidlatione of human rights

Luke 4 ok at the world around us tuday Most
of the vrganiged kilbing now goinyg v s the cuns
quence of absolutism: Protestants and Catholies
kilhug cacli vther in Ireland, Musluns and Jews
kilhg cach sther in the Middie East; Sunmtes and
shiites kg each other in the Perswan Gulf; Bud-
diusts and Hindus killing each other in Ceylun; Hin-
dus and Sikhs killing each other in India; Chnistians
and Muslims kitling each other Armema and
Azerbaijan; Buddiusts and Conununsts kithing each
other in Tibet. “We huve,” as Swift said, “just enough
religion to make us hate, but not envugh Lo muke us
love."‘ The Santa Burbara Peace Resource Center,
feporting on the 32 wars in progress around the
plunet 1n 1988, found that 25 had “a stguificant ethise,
rucial or religious dimension.” And when rehiglous
religion is uot the cause, then the tutalnar wuan social
religiuns of our age inspire mauss slaughter.

It is natural enough, 1 suppuose, il you believe
you have privileged access 1o absolute truth, to
want to rid the world of thuse who insist on diver-
gent Iruths of thesr own But { am not sure that it 15
a useful principle on which o build a socrety. Yel,
as I noted earhier, the prevailing fashion is, or was a
year or two ago, o hold 1 elativisim responsible tor
the ills of vur age. A key documient, of course, s
Allan Bloom's best seller of a couple of years back,

1 1
The revival of absolutism
in the 20th century has
brought with it the revival
of monstrous violations of
human rights.

L

-
“The Closing of Me Amenican Mind ™ lndeed, one
cannut but regard the very popularity of that
muilky and pretentious book as the best evidence
for Mr. Bloom's argunient abuout the degradation of
Amenican culture. It s anuther of those half-read
best sellers, hke Charles Rewch’s inurky and pre-
tentious “Greening of America” 17 years Intote,
that plucks a moumentary nerve, materiahees fash-
lunably on colfee tables, 15 rately read all (he way
thruugh and is soon forgotten.

OW one may easily share Mr. Blomn's
impatience with many features of high-
er educution i the Untted Stales. 1 tow
lament the mcohietence i the currcu-
luins, the proliferation of idiotic

courses, the shameful capitulation to factional de-
mands and requisitons, the decay of intellectual
standards. For better or fur worse, in my view, we
inherit an American experience, as America mher-
its a Western experence; and solid learming must
begin with our owa onigis and traditions The bonds
of cobesinn 1 our suciely are sufficiently fiagile, or
500t seems o me, that we shoutd aot stran them by
excessive worstup at artifwial shaones of ethoicity,
hibnguuhisin, global cultural basetouching aod the
ke Let us take pride i oue own dishinctive heri
ance as other Counnes take pride in ther distin tive
inbcitances; and et us ander stand that s cultuge
Caft Bope W isgest other culiures all at once, certan-
Iy ot before it wmgests s own

But o behel 1 sold learsming, rigorous stamd-
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atds, mtelectual coherence, the virtue of elites 15
differvnt thing from a tath iy absaiules. 1t 15 odd
that Profeasonl Shomn speends 400 pages laying dowa
the law aboutl the Amencan onnd and never once
mientums e two gicatest and most characleristic
Ametican thufers, Fmerson and Wailltam James.
Ouce can see why he dec hined the controntation. it is
because he would lave had (o concede the fuct that
e Amercan numd 15 by sature and tradition skep-
Head, loreverent, plurahistie and relauvisiye

Nur does velativisio necessag dy regard ab
Clans 1o truth as equal or believe that Judgraent ts
B0 nere thun the expression ol personal prefer-
ence. For our relative values are not matlers of

whim and happenstance. History has given them to
us. They are anchored in our nationnl expertence, in
our great national documents, in our national he-
roes, in our folkways, traditions, standards, Some
of these vnlues seem to us so self-evident that even
relativists think they have, or nught to have, univer-
sal application: the right to life, liherty and the
pursuit of happiness, for exampie: the duty to treat
persons as ends in themselves; the prohibition of
slavery, torture, genncide. Penple with a different
histery will have different values, But we helieve
that our own are better for us. They work for us:
and, for that reason, we five and die by them.

At least this is what great Americans have
always believed. “Deep-seated preferences,” as
Justice Holmes put it, “cannot be arguetd about | |
and therefore, when differences are sulliciently
far-reaching, we try to kil the nther man rather
than let him have his way But that is perfectly
consistent with admitting that, so far as it nppears,
his grounds are just as gond as ours.”

NCE Justice Holimes and Judge Learned

Nand discussed these questione on a

long train ride. Learned Hand pave ac

his view that “ppinions are at best provi.

sional hvpotheses, incompletely 1rsted,

[he more they are tested . 1the more assnrance we

may assiume, hut they are never absohites. Sy we

must he tolerant of opposite opinions.” HHolmes won.

drred whether Hand might not he carrving his

tolerance to dangerous lengths. Yo <y, Had

wrote Holmes later, “that I strike at the sqcred right

to kil the other fellow when he dicagrees. The

horrible possibility silenced me when yon said gt

Naw, 1 sav. 'Not at all, kill him for the love of Christ

and in the name of God, but always remember that
he may be the saint and vou the devil " =

These “deep-seated preferenees™ are what
Holmes enlled his “Can't Helps™ — “When | say that
a thing i< true, | mean that | eannot help believing
it . But [ donot venture 1o assume thag my
inabilities in the way of thonght are inahititiee of
the universe. I therefore define trith as the system
of my limitations, and leave ahsointe truth for those
who are better equipped.” He adds: “Certitnde is
not the test of certainty. We have been cock: sure of
many things that were not sn.”

Absolutism is abstract, monistic, deductive,
ahistorical, solemu, and it is intimately bound up
with deference to authority Relativism is conerete,
phiralistic, induetive, historical, skeptical and inti-
mately bound up with defoersnee to experience
Absolutism teaches by rote: reintivism by experi.
ment 1 respect faith,” that forgotten wit Wilson
Mizener once said, “but doubt is what £t vt an
educartion

I would rven hazard the proposition that retn.
tiviemy comports far more than abeolitism with the
deepest amnd darkest teachings of religion. For whnt
we have learned from Auenstine, from Calvin,
from fonathan Edwards, is not man's capacity to
Rrasp the ab<olute but quite the contrary: the frail-
tv of man, the estrangement of man from God, the
absolute distance between mortals and divinity —
and the arrogance of thuse whn suppese they are
doing what the Lord would do if He only knew the
facts in the case. That is why Reinhold Niechuhr
acknowledged such an affinity with Willinm James
— far more, [ would warrant. than he would hayve
found with Allan Bloom.

When it came to worldly affairs, Niebuhr wae o
relativist, not beeause he dishelicved in the ahso-
hite, but precisely hecause he belioved in the ahso.
luteness of the absolute — hecnuse he recognizrd
that for finite mortals the infinite thinker wis
inaccessihln, unfathomable, unattainable. Nothing
was more «dangerous, in Niehuhyr's view, than for
frail and erring humans to forget the inevitable
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“contradiction between divine and homan e
poses.” “Religion,” he wrnte, “ie 20 frequensly o
source of confusion in politieat {ife,
ty dangerous to demncracy, precisely because
introduces absotutes inta the realm of el
values " He particularly detested “the fanati e
of all good men, whe do not know that they e juw
as good as they esteem themselves ™ qud he
warned against “the depth of evil to whieh imydivicd

unls and communities mavsink . when they fry 1
play the role of God to history

Niehultr aceapted_ as fames did, “the limiie of
all human striving, the fragmentariness of abl h
man wisdom, the precariemsness of all hisioric
configurations of power, and the mixture of powwi
and evil in all human virtae * His outlook i< i< {4
away from Mr. Bloom's simple-minded absolutism
as one can imagine It represents, in my view, thr
real power of religinus insight as well as the f4r
more {aithful expression of the American mind

[ would summon one more American, the great
est of them all, as n last witness in the case for
relativicm against ahsohntes In his Second Inauru
ral, Lincoln noted that both <ides in the Civil War
“read the same Bible, and pray to tHe same God
and rach invokes His aid apainst the other . the
prayers ol both could not be answercd: that of
neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has
His own purposes.” Replving thereafter to 3 con
gratuiatory letter from Thurlow Weed, Lincoin
doubted that such sentiments would be “linmediate
Iy popular. Men are net flartered by being shown
that there has been a differenca of purpose betwern
the Almighty and them 1o deny it, however i thic
case, is to deny that there is a God governing the
waorld "

The Atmighty has< His own purpoces: this i< thn
reverhsrant answer to thase who tell ue that s
must live by absolutes Relativisar és the Anreree

b

ned s berquaent

i I
Our relative values are
not matters of whim anel
happenstance. They arc
anchored in our
natronal experience.

way. A that most quinteszontial of Anerican histe.
rians, George Bancroft, winte in another conpne.

tion, “The feud between the capitalist and Taboror
the housie of Have and 1he honse of Want s acald 4
socinl unjon, and can never be entirety quieted: ban
he who wilt act with moderation, profer (501 1
theary, and remember that pyver v othing in o

world i% relative and not absodute, will see that the
viotenee of the contest may be atillod

HE mystic prophets of the absainte
cannot save us Suectained hy ose histeo
ry oand teditions, we mnst cave o
selvee, at whitever pisk of herecy
blvsphenty We ean find solace in 1he
memarable representation of the human atrvepprle
against the ab<olute in the finest scene i the
greatest ol American novels { referof conras (ot
seene when Huckleberry Fian decides that th
“plin handt of Providence™ -equires him to tell
Miss Watson where her runaway stave Jim is ter he
found. Huck writes his Ietter of botraval 1o Myes
watson and ferls “nll washed clean of «in for the
first time 1 had ever felt <o in my life, and I knowed
Feould prav now ™ He site theye for a while thinking
“how gond it wis all this happenrd <o and how nea
I come 16 heing lost and poing to hetl ™
Then Haek begins to think abont Jim and the
rach of the great river amd the talking and the
singring and the laughing and friend<hip “Then |
happened to look aronnd snd <ee that paper 1
took it up, and held it in my haned. [ was a-trembling
becanse 10 got to deeide, forever, betwixt twi
things, und 1 knowed it | studird a minute, <ort of
hotding my breath, and then cave o mysell AR
right, then, T'l go to hell’ — and tore it up.”
hat, if | may say so, is what America is all
about.
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BOOKS

Gross error. Starting on Page 131 of The Best of Humanism, Roger Greeley, ed., this series ot numbered
sentences is attributed to Sherwin Wine:

1. Do not teel absolutely certain of anything.
2. Do not think it worthwhile to produce belief by concealing evidence, for the evidence is sure to
come to light,
3. Never try to discourage thinking, for you are sure to succeed.
4. When you meet with opposition, even it if should come from children, endeavor to overcome it by
argument and not by authority, for a victory dependent upon authority is unreal and illusory.
5. Have no respect for the authority of others, for there are always contrary authorities to be found.
6. Do not use power to suppress opinions you think pernicious, for if you do, the opinions will
suppress you. '
7. Do not fear to be eccentric in opinion, for every opinion now accepted was once eccentric.
8. Find more pleasure in intelligent dissent than in passive agreement, for if you value intelligence
as you should, the former implies a deeper agreement than the latter.
9. Be scrupuiously truthful, even when truth is inconvenient, for it is more inconvenient when you try
to conceal it.
10. Do not feel envious of the happiness ot those who live in a fool’s paradise, for only a fool will
think that it is happiness.

Recognize them? They are by BR, and are called A Liberal Decalogue in BR's Autobiography, Vol III (Simon &
Schuster, 1969, p.71.) They are called Bertrand Russeil’s Ten Commandments in The Humanist (July/August 1982).
They also appeared in RSN30-14, and again in RSN54-2.

To attribute them to Wine instead of to Russell is a gross error. It is,of course, an unintended error, a
slip-up; somebody goofed. Sherwin Wine had nothing to do with the error.

Nevertheless the error is a continuing one. There it stands, in print. There is no erratum page (which
corrects the error) accompanying the book. The reader who doesn’t happen to know that Russell 1is the author
will not learn it trom this book; he will be misintormed.

We want to see an erratum page included in the book, and have requested it.

We cannot recommend the book -- which we would like to do, for it contains an excellent collection ot
quotations on Humanism -- wuntil it provides an erratum page.
BOOK REVIEWS

We are indebted to HARRY RUJA for all of the following reviews.

From The Times Literary Supplement (12/3776 p.1518):

The view from outside

- the eff;gt thi:,l!::ghon hlt‘:r, as somtg;
: one subjecte to her paren
By Mary Fumess high-minded theories about the edu-
y ' -cation of children and to the vicis
situdes of their lives, which refused

KATHARINE TAIT : ' to be m&ulded into the theBories o;

' A even such a great man as Bertran

My Father, Bertrand Russell‘ Russell. Egr : 7
211pp.  Gollancz.  £5.95. The union of Dora Black and Ber-
— . m—— trand Russ»fgg startefd l(‘)u't‘ ir;1 thg

e 7 e . . joyous confidence of their share
tlia&ar;zlzs;ll‘lugs pﬁ‘,iaf,"‘:f,;;itﬁﬁ' : theories about -the right conduct of
it is not, except incidentally, a life ; marriage being for the pro-
memoir of her father, but an duction and benefit of children (but
account of what it was like in her }'“-h‘l"“t eéltanh_ng Sexulalglfldﬂlw) and
own case to be part of his family. or the education of children to pro-

. . 6 . *
It is a serious attempt to analyse duce - “a generation educated in
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fearless freedom . Their own chil-

dren’ were welcomed not only for .

themselves,. but also as an oppor-
tunity to put their theories into
practice.

Katharine Tair’s memories of her

.early childhood, with its long sum-

mers spent in Cornwall, are neatly
all happy, although from the first
sh® was aware of an atmosphere of

superidrity in her family, a feeling -

that they were wiser and knew
better how to live than the ordinary
run of humanity. Being set apart
from otliér "people bv their uncon-
ventional ° views was the self.
rightéous * comvention in wuich
the _children ' ‘were brought wup.
It is significant that ner
earliest remembered pastime was,
with  her brother, making a
mixture which ‘they called “ Poison
for the Government”. Bertrand
Russell pointed out that the Govern.
ment would be far more likely to
drink it if it were labelled “ Nectar
for the Gods™. Children have a nat-
urzl desire to conform; and the
insecurity of a child who is brought
up on the outside, albeit in- fierce
pride thar the outside is the only
right side, has pursued her ever
since, To conform and to belong
have remained amoag her strongest
desires,

Bertrand Russel] early on rejected
Christianity as a set of irrational
beliefs adopted by people too
cowardly to face life without their
comfort, and put pure rational-
ity in its place. He had a
hatred and a fear of  the irra-
tional, perhaps stemming not
only from his own unhappy child.

_ hood, which had been dominated :1‘;

Christianity, but-also from the stre

- of madness which allegedly ran in

his . family and which his grand-
mother used as an_excuse to try
to prevent him marrying his first
wife, : g i

It is ironic that both his children
by Dora Black, having been brought
up with rationality as their creed,
should in their separate ways have
been overtaken by the irrational:
John suffered a  serious mental
breakdown and Katharine only
found true happiness when she be-
camé a dedicated Christian and a
missionary. There is a curious flash
forward in Katharine Tait’s child-
hood to her eventual destiny. On
the way to one of the beaches in
Cornwall there was a rectory which
she regarded with fear because of
her parents’ attitude to the Church

“of England. But, again, she had a

sense of unease at being on the out-
side :
I felt vaguely that if I could get
inside there and belong I might
cease to be afraid. Within the
house lived possessors of a magic

powerful against the wild chances
of life, and those they welcm_ned
into the charmed circle might
share their protection. But I
could not be one of them, for 1
was part of the enemy, exposed
not only to the normal risks of
living, but also to their powerful
disapproval, and could not wish
it otherwise, knowing they were
both wicked and foolish.

She thinks that her _ parents’
liberation consisted in casting aside
one set of rules and adopting
another, and maintains that whep
she finally rejected her father’s
demanding and unrealistically
idealistic precepts and adopted
those of Christianity, which she
found much easier to live with, she
had the same sense of liberation
herself,

When the family founded Beacon .

Hill school and started putting
their _educational theories into
practice, the sunshine of her early
years began to be overcast. She

.felt ‘'a growing sense of isolation

from her parents, although in many
ways she appears to have enjoyed
the school. Theories about marriage,
too, were put to the test; Dora
Black had two children by someone
else and life, which could not be
contained by theories, erupted, lead-
ing to the separation of her parents
‘and Bertrand Russell’s marriage to
Peter, their governess: “It was
hard t0 admit that the ideal had
been destroyed by the old fashioned
evils of jealousy and infidelity.”
Thus the children of a union whose
reason for existence had been the
well-being of the children “ became
the battleground for their now
opposing theories of child welfare .
The children were shared
religiously between the parents to
the extent that if the holidays con-
tained an uneven number of days,
there would be a quarrel if the
odd day was not divided,

Yet Katharine Tais book is
not composed entirely of musings
over ga.n experiment that failed. 1t
is aldo full of charming and affec-
tionate recollections of Bertrand
Russell who is, to a small child’s
eyes, the ideal father; he is kind,
witty, commands respect and tells
fascinating stories about everything.
particularly about”China. He gets
S0 carried away on this subject
that the children often cunningly
Mmanage to postpone bedtime by ask-
ing him about it at the right time.
Regularly, on April Fools’ day, he
looks out of the window and says
“There’s an elephant coming down
the path*, and no one ever fails
to be taken in by it.. Indeed, the
presence of .elephants in unlikely
places. was, to Bertrand Russelt, a
recurring “and serious possibility.

February i9%w
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There is a story which tells how,
when giving a lecture about the
evidence of the senses, he asked if
anyone could seriously doubt that
there were no elephants in the room.
Wittgenstein, who was in the audi-
ence, said that he could and, after
the lecture, the two of them were

From the New Statesman (9710776, p. 344):

David Caute

Please, Sir

My FatHer, Bertrand Russel] by KATHARINE
TAIT Gollancz £5.95

beach jn my childhood. he stands in the
centre of the picture in the sunshine, the
very image of love. . . . He is holding a
pipe i his hand and telling a witty story,
which he finishes with a deafening burst of
hearty [laughter, looking quizzically at his
listenery to see if they share his amusement.
Thus Kdqtharine Tait, daughter of Bertrand
Russell, Fecalis her father 50 years later,
But this idyll. associated with the six
months bf the year when Russell and his
second wife, Dora, moved from London to
Carn Vael in Cornwall, was shattered for
the foul.’-yenr-old Kate when her parents
decided Jn 1927 to hestow on their children
the educational theories they had nurtured
in intellpctual abstraction. Russell himself
had longed for children but was not re-
warded {inti} John was born in 1921, when
the father was almast 50, ' feft,” he later
wrote, ‘an immense relcase of pent-up emo-
tion, and during the next ten years my main
purposes were parental.’ Demanding an im-
maculatqg synthesis of emotion and reason,
the brillfant philosopher who had sacrificed
his own [reputation and career by abandon-
ing a first wife he no longer loved and by
openly ‘tampnigning against the war, now
placed his little son and daughter on the
altar of ‘unconqucrahlcxhopc'. of ‘fearless

In c\'ei'ty month of every summer. on every

freedom!.
Sludegts of the Enlightenment wil] recoe-

nise the 200-year-long call of that clarion:
*If existing knowledge were used and tested
methods applied, we could, in a generation.
produce a population 3lmost  wholly free
from disease, malevolence and stupidity.’
Poor generation! Rejecting the prudery, reli- -
gious instruction and ‘many restraints on
freedom' of conventional schools, the anti-
academic bias of Deweyite progressive edu-
cation, the fetishes of Montessori, as well as
A. S. Neill's search for the head through
the hands, the Russells brought some 20
little children to Beacon Hill Schdol and
offered them crude behaviourat conditioning
and merciless bullying by the stronger and
more sadistic offspring of homes  which
couldn't wait to get rid of them. The educa-
tion, Katharine Tait. recalls, was ‘fantastic”;

to be seen crawling about on all
fours looking under tables and
Lehind chairs trying to establish
whether or not there were in fact
any elephants lurking there. Their
conclusions are not recorded. Dut
Bertrand Russell, elephant-hunter

. manqué, is a.nice thought,

the total experience one of “désolation’. And
she lost her parents. For they, determined to
avoid any semblance of favouritism, main-
tained an aloof distance during term-time,
while John and Kate were cruclly. perse-
cuted as surrogates for their parents, the
philosopher kings. '

By the end of seven years the Russells
had lost not only their children’s confidence
and a lot of money but aiso one another.
Mrs Tait's painful and perceptive description
of the breakdown of the marriage gives
flesh 1o Russell's own ellipticatly,, honest
account. Whercas he merely mentfiine that
his Marriage and Morals (I"Z‘)),‘did not
claim that ‘a marriage could with 4 vantage
be prolonged if the wife has achild ., of
whom the husband was not the father’, she
describes how Dora, though totally’ dedi-
cated to Russcll, pursued her own theories
of womanly liberation by giving birth 10 two
babies sired by another man. She recalls a
summer at Hendaye when Patricia (*Peter”)
Spence, later the third Lady Russell, acted
hoth as governess and Russell's mistress,
while Dora brought aiong her new baby
together with its father. If this was an
attempt to transcend the cramping conven-
tions of the nuclear family, it failed:
Russell soon went off to live with Peter and
to quarrel with Dora <o violently that they
could communicate cmly'lhmngh lawycrs.
Fearing that théirz tough, fellow-travelling

“bohemian mother would carry the children

off to Rolshevik Russia. the rehel  philo-
sopher who had been 1o prison and disin.
herited  himself had them made wards in
Chancery. . :

Faced with the lyaching pressures of
school holidays split fifty-fifty with a quib-
bling slide rule between mother and father,
Kate, in her deep insecurity and guilt, not
surprisingly gravitated towards the polite
decorum of her father's new household and
the dazzlingly assured beauty of his new
wife. Her mother's bhattered old cars, eccen-
tric clothes, - lipstick-stained cigarettes and
habit of remaining seated in cinemas during
God Save the King made her squirm with
embarrassment. And so it was always to be:
the title of her autobiography. whatever jts
debt to sales promotion. is a genuine
reflection of the long-term influence -
~ultimately a rich, inspiring and gencrous
influence -~ of her father. And this despite
the succession of divorces, quarrels and
emotional breakdowns that dogged Russell
and his children,

My Father Berirand Russell is a2 book
which should be read not only by admirers
of Russell but by anyone who is fascinated
by the impact of parental fame, talent,
rigid idealism and ultimate indilference (or




(29)

(21)

Page 16

S0 it seems to me - Katharine Tait makes
no such judgment) on children. Writted with
verve and precision, unsparing in its'quest
for total recall, always sensitive to the
salient detail, it describes far more than-
one ungainly girl's journey to a paradoxical
terminus: marriage as a career. aving
graduated from Radcliffe in German/ Kate
wanted and found everything her mother
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had scorned: ‘the man to earn money and
fix things and grow a garden, the woman to
cook and clean and mend and care for the
children.” What Dora said about this she
does not tell us: but her father, apparently,
gave the project his benediction. Perhaps. in
his later years, it was what he himseil
believed in for cducated women; or, rather,
found most congenial.

RUSSELL SOCIETY LIBRARY

Tom Stanley,

Librarian

Box 434, Wilder, VT 5088

BOOKS FOR SALE FROM THE RUSSELL SOCIETY LIBRARY

BY BERTRAND RUSSELL:

Appeal to the American Conscience.......... r e recteaaaa, Ceerenaase 3.15
Authority and the Individual....,........ beeanana 3.75
The Autobiography of Bertrand Russell, Volume I .. 16.00 §
Volume III . 11.00 H

Essays in Analysis, edited by Douglas Lackey.......oevuvennnnnnnnn.. 5.50 H
Has Man a Future?......,... e . 8.00 H
History of the World in Epitome. 1.00
In Praise of Idleness........ Ceereseneiieeen 3.75
The Impact of Science on Society........ . 3.00
An Inquiry into Meaning and Truth....... .00
Mortals and Others, edited by Harry Ru . 8.50 H
Political Idemls........ceuvuiurssennnrasonnnnnmnneniitt e . 3.78
Power: A New Soctal ANBLYSLS. . iueiitnitietiininranen . 5.50
The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism. . 375
Principles of Social Reconstruction.... . 375
Sceptical Essays........... . 4.25
The Scientific Outlook...,.. . 5.50
Unpopular Essays........... .o 4.25
BY OTHER AUTHORS:
Bertrand Russell,1872-1970................ Ceennee Cetseiaan Cevearanan 1.50
Bertrand Russell and the Pacifists in the First World wWar

by Jo Vellacott........vivrnrnnnnnnnn. Ceseeianaas H

Bertrand Russell as a Phiié;;;ﬁer by A.J. Ayer.

Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary
of Bertrand Russell, edited by Ken Coates......................... 4.00
9.00 H
Into the Tenth Decade: A Tribute to Bertrand Russell....... . 5.00
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pletures and his Own Words.... 6.75
Mr. Wilson Speaks 'Frankly and Fearlessly on Vietnam to B.R. 1.75
The Tamarisk Tree, Volume I by Dora Russell..... Sree ettt 5.50

H Cloth, otherwise paperback

Prices are postpaid. Please send check or money-order, payable to the

Bertrand Russeill Society, to the Russeil Society Library, Box 434, Wilder,

' Peace.

New and fortcoming:

Philosophical Inquiries, edited by Kunkel and Klein.
ers read al the Ist Nationa nterence of (oncerned Philosophers for
$27.50 (cloch); $14.95 (paper}. Longwood Academic, P.O. Box 2069,
Include $1.50 for shipping and handling.

[ssues in War and Peace:

Wolfeboro, NH 03894,

The Great Philosophers: An Introduction to Western Philosophv by Bryan Magee.

3 Doo 3 based ona series of television programmes rsC trasmitted by the
BBC tn 1987. The dialogue with A.J. Ayer {s titled "Freige, Russell and
Modern Logic*. Oxford Paperbacks. $9.95.

The Giants of Philosophy. A series of audio cassettes on Plato, Aristctle.
St. Augusctine, 5t. Thomas Aquinas, Spinoza, Hume, Kant, Hegel, Schopernauer.
Kierkegaard, Neitzsche, Dewey, and Sartre. The tapes are sold as a continu.:
series, consisting of approximately three hours of listening per month for
$14.95, plus s $2.00 shipping charge. A set of tapes on any single philosorn -
will be available for $17.95, plus $2.00 shipping. The firsc set (s due in
early 1990. Xnowledge Products, 2005 Elm Hill Pike, Box 100340, Nashville.

TN 37210

Recent acguisitions:

8rcac.

"Living in an Atomic Age''. Audiocassecte of six lectures bv Russell.
was

over the ABC radio network from May 12-June 23, 1953. All the material
oublished tn New Hopes for a Changing World. 90 minutes.

"Confession and Conceaiment in The Autobiography of Bertrand Russell’ >v 3c~o--
Bell. Offprint. 17pps. Donated by the author.

.Mise:

90. RUSSELL, Bertrand. 2 similiar full face
portraits, each measuring roughly 250 x 200 mm.
depicting Russell at approximately 60 years of
age. Both by Indian artist Swamy. One portrait
in black pencil and one in color. Each signed
by Swami in pencil and by Russell {n ink.

Black and white portrait $850

Color portrait $1,050

Catalogue#2, 100 Rare Books & Manuscripts, David
Waxman, 85 Bayview Avenue, Great Neck, NY 11021

Item ¢ 90

OBITUARY

Polly Cobb,

wife ot Whitfield Cobb -~ both members since 1978 and parents of 3 -~ died of leukemia 10/21/89.

The words “inspired by love and guided by knowledge" were engraved on their wedding rings 45 years ago and

were included in their marriage vows (RSN21-18).
Japanese for beginners.
group of Soviet citizens visiting Black Mountain,
interest in international peace,

NC,

would have welcomed gifts to the American Friends Service Committee,
June 9, 1999. We offer our sympathy to Whitfield.

planned for her birthday,

She taught Russian and German,
She made 6 trips to the USSR between ‘68 and ’8S,
in an intercity pairing project.
intercultural understanding, interracial harmony, and inter-sex equality. She

and in '87 started studying
and in ‘87 was interpreter for a
She had a strong
is

Philadelphia. A memorial service
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BRS LOCAL CHAPTERS

The BRS Chapter at McMaster met on 1/25/9@, and
heard a talk by Dr.Francisco Rodriguez-Consuegra

titled, Russell’s Unpublished Manuscripts as the
Only Way to Understand his Philosophical
Evolution.

Dr. Rodriguez, a post-doctoral fellow in
McMaster's Department of Philosophy, teaches
philosophy in his native Spain. His
dissertation dealt with Russell’s analytical
method in philosophy. He discussed unsolved
problems from his dissertation. These included
the origins of Russell’'s logicism; the need for
some account of logic, truth and the nature ot
propositions, in his developing system; and the
evolution of his theory of judgment.

RUSSELL'S UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS[—

and the nawmry of propasitions in kis developing
judgment.
{ oo
F Y4

McMASTER UNIVERSITY
THE BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY

AS THE ONLY WAY TO UNDERSTAND
HIS PHILOSOPHICAL EVOLUTION
Francisco Rodriguez-Consuegra

Dr., Rpdriguss is & poss-doctorel fellow in McMas-
trs Deparrment of Fhilkwopky. e reacha
philosophy i kis native Spain, ond kis dissertation

Rysseil’s -M‘ mthod in

These problems are the n\'giuofmdll ]
logiciswc the need for some sccount of logic, u!ﬁ

The meeting will o bring the membershiip up
1o dats on thie plans for the snnual mesting of the
Bertmund Ryusell Sociery, Inc. 10 be held as McMaster om June 23-25, 1990. ‘The theme for submission of papers
is lllusion vs. Realisy Tducation and Religion.

e
Thursday, January 25, 12:30. UH-317

All welcome.
... ]

Benares Plan approved. The vote was unnimous;

FOREIGN CHAPTERS

all the Directors who voted voted to approve.

Here is most ot what we said about the Benares Plan last August (RSN63-3}:

There are people 1b Loreign ccuntries -- third vorld countries, developing coustries, vhere living standards are lov and medey 15 scarce -- whe maght liks
to join the BRS buc who capaot acrord the dues.

That s 3 pity, because chey are being deprived or the bemefit of Russell’s thinking , and ve are being deprived of new foreign meabers

We noeeded to rind a way to lat people whe caomot attord the dues jola the BKS anyvay...and we have found 1t! Credit tfor this goes cmerly to
Chandrakala Padia, ot Benares, India, vho knew there was a need, and b devised a vay to fill it.
Here's the plan, the Fepares Fiat:

1. There will be 3 Benarss Chapter ot the Bertraad Russeil Society, lac. 1n Benares, India. fhis will be the first or what we hope will be maay :hapuers
10 1ore1qd ccuptrias and cities,

;. Dues will be 349 per year ror the Chapter, regardless of the susber of aembers. Plus §7.5¢ tor atrmail, which 1s essential. FPor arampie, 1t the

Benares Chapter acquires 1¢ wembers, the coSt to each member will be §4.1§
3. The Chapter will receive only one copy of the BRS newsietter, which can be passed around, sesber to aeaber, or photocopiad.
4, The Cbapter will be headed by a Director. the Director ot the Benares Chapter will be Chaodrakala Padia

5. The sembers vill have ail rights tad respomsibilities), inciuding the right {and respoasibility) of voting

The Benares plan, having been approved, is now in ettect.
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NEW MEMBERS

We welcome these new members:

CURRENT WISDOM, INC. /1417 LA HABRA/LAKE SAN MARCOS/CA/92069/ /

MR.
MS.
MS.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
DR.

SEFEAASS5E5555555

HANSEL DESOUSA /5904 WELLESLEY AV./PITTSBURGH/PA/15206/ /

CHERYL DROFFNER /5659 BEACON ST./PITTSBURGH/PA/15217/ /

BRENDA EDWARDS /117 FOREMAN ROAD/FREEPORT/PA/16229/ /

BILL GAGNON /942 E. ALVARADO ST./FALLBROOK/CA/92028/ /

EVAN FROST GELLAR /P.0.BOX 1/CHELSEA/MA/02150/ /

ANJAN GOWDA /P.0O. BOX 113/MISSISSIPPI STATE/MS/39762/ /

EARL HANSEN /737 W. ALEGRIA AVE, APT. A/SIERRA MADRE/CA/91024-1003/ /
WILLIAM HARE /EDUCATION/DALHOUSIE U./HALIFAX, N.S./ /CANADA/B3N 1Y9
ADELLE HELLER /1261 LOMA VISTA DR./BEVERLY HILL/CO/ 90210/ /
GEORGE G. KUC /550 FANO APT. 304/MONROVIA/CA/91016/ /

SYDNEY MCWILLIAMS /P.0. BOX 3509/EAGLE PASS/TX/78853/ /

ISSACHAR MIRON /515 WEST END AV./NY/NY/10024/ /

NILS NYGARDS /7435 HIGHWAY 65 NE/MINNEAPOLIS/MN/55432/ /

. JOHN ONEILL /415 1STH ST./SACTO/CA/95814/ /

. BERT PARNALL /BOX 2286 JONES/HOUSTON/TX/77252/ /

. JAMES J. PETRASSI /104-51 88 AVE./RICHMOND HILL/NY/11418/ /
. ANDY ROGERS /1007 S. LONGWOOD AV./LOS ANGELES/CA/90019/ /

- LARS ROHRBACH /2035 CHANNING WAY #105/BERKELEY/CA/94704/ /
. PAUL SAKA /LINGUISTICS/DOUGLASS 20@ E/TUCSON/AZ/85721/ /

PETER STONE /924 LAUREL DRIVE/BETHLEHEM/PA/18017/ /

DREA THEW /14222 KIMBERLY APT.423/HOUSTON/TX/77@79/ /

SUZANNE R. WELLS-SABATH /52 GROVELAND TERRACE #410/MINNEAPOLIS/MN/55403/ /
JOHN TODD WEST /2120 NE 3@TH/PORTLAND/OR/97212/ /

ANN WALLACE /1502 S. OREGON CIRCLE/TAMPA/FL/33612/ /

LAIRD WILCOX /P.0. BOX 2@47/CLATHE/KS/66061/ /

CHARLES A. WILSON /2610 CAPTAINS AV/PORT HUENEME/CA/93041/ /

FEEESESEFS55555855

NEW ADDRESSES

STEFAN ANDERSSON /CLEMENSTORGET 2/LUND/ /SWEDEN/222 21

- CHARLES E. CARLINI /17094 COLLINS AVE./MIAMI BEACH/FL/33160/ /
. DENNIS C. CHIPMAN /P.O. BOX 9579/MOBILE/AL/36691-9579/ /

. LEE EISLER /1664 PLEASANT VIEW ROAD/COOPERSBURG/PA/18036/ /

. BRIAN FARR /1079 MOHR LANE/CONCORD/CA/94518/ /

GERALD F. GRATTON /2950 N.E. 23RD/GRESHAM/OR/9703@/ /

- DAVID KLAPHOLZ /4450 GROVELAND ROAD/CLEVELAND/OH/44118/ /

W. ARTHUR LEWIS /7852 FOWLER ST./FISHERS/NY/14453/ /

MARTIN LIPIN /7722 RESEDA BLVD (126)/RESEDA/CA/91335/ /

KENNETH LLOYD /1301 BRIARWOOD TRAIL/HENDERSON/TX/75652-4211/ /

PHILIP OLIVER /1617 DILLON/LITTLEFIELD/TX/79339/ /

PAUL M. PFALZNER /5971 TERRACE PARK DR.N. #303/ST. PETERSBURG/FL/33709/ /

. NATHAN U. SALMON /1105 ORCHID DRIVE/SANTA BARBARA/CA/93111/ /
. WARREN ALLEN SMITH /31 JANE ST. (10-D)/NEW YORK/NY/10014/ /

. HENRY VAN DYKE /1112 W. BEACON ROAD #101/LAKELAND/FL/33803/ /
. KIMBERLY WHITAKER /16 SKAHAN ROAD/BELMONT/MA/02178-3746/ /

. RICHARD B. WILK /P.0.BOX 804/SOLVANG/CA/93463/ /

- RONALD H. YUCCAS /812 MORVEN CT./NAPERVILLE/IL/60563/ /

DIRECTORS OF TME BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY, INC.
elected for 3-year terms, as shown

1987-89: JACK COWLES, WILLIAM FIELDING, DAVID GOLDMAN, STEVE MARAGIDES, FRANK PAGE, MICHAEL ROCKLER, CHERIE
RUPPE, PAUL SCHILPP, WARREN SMITH, RAMON SUZARA

1988-90: IRVING ANELLIS, BOB DAVIS, JIM MCWILLIAMS, HUGH MOORHEAD, KATE TAIT

1989-51: LOU ACHESON, ADAM PAUL BANNER, KEN BLACKWELL, JOHN JACKANICZ, DAVID JOHNSON, JUSTIN LEIBER, GLADYS
LEITHAUSER, STEVE REINHARDT, TOM STANLEY '

The 6 BRS Officers are also Directors, ex officio
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1990 EARLY RENEWAL HONOR ROLL

Last year we set a record: 149 members renewed betore January 1, 1989. This year we did even better: there are
191 early renewers. Very gratifying! We appreciate the splendid co-operation. Here are the co-operators:

MR. BECKRY ABDEL-MAGID, MR. LOUIS K. ACHESON JR., MR. CLIFFORD W. ALLAN, MS. AURORA ALMEIDA, MR. J. M.
ALTIERI, MR. ROBERT AMOS, DR. JEAN ANDERSON, MR. STEFAN ANDERSSON, DR. IRVING H. ANELLIS, MR. JAY ARAGONA, DR.
RUBEN ARDILA, MR. J. WARREN ARRINGTON, PROF. DONG-IN BAE, MR. GUNJAN BAGLA, MS. VIVIAN BENTON-RUBEL, MS.
JACQUELINE BERTHON-PAYON, DR. FRANK BISK, DR. HOWARD A. BLAIR, MS. DEBORAH BOHNERT, MS. BEVERLY BOLING, MR.
MICHAEL EMMET BRADY, MR. DAVID BRANDT-ERICHSEN, MRS. DEIRDRE M. BRETON, MR. JOSEPH BROGNA, MR. SHAUN BUHLER,
MS. EVELYN BURTON, MR. JAMES HALEY BUXTON, MR. ROBERT P. CANTERBURY, M. JACQUES C. CARBOU, MR. CHARLES E.
CARLINI, DR. DENNIS C. CHIPMAN, MR. WHITFIELD COBB, MR. JACK R. COWLES, MS. GLENNA STONE CRANFORD, DR. PETER
G. CRANFORD, MR. DENNIS J. DARLAND, MS, SUSAN J. DARLAND, MS. ALICE L. DARLINGTON, MR. ROBERT K. DAVIS, MR.
JOHN C. DESHAIES, MR. SAM DIBBLE, JR., MR. PAUL A. DOUDNA, MS. PEGGY DOYLE~WALTERS, MR. JAMES DUNCAN, MR.
RONALD EDWARDS, MS. LINDA EGENDORF, MR. LEE EISLER, MR. RICHARD FALLIN, MS. BRENDA M. FREEDMAN, MR. STEPHEN H.
FREY, DR. BERND FROHMANN, MR. J. GREGORY GANEFF, MR. JOHN GANEFF, DR. ALEJANDRO R. GARCIADIEGO, MR. SEYMOUR
GENSER, DR. SUSAN J. GIROD, MR. DAVID W. GLOVER, MR. JOSEPH M. GLYNN, JR., MR. ABE GOLDBLATT, MR. ARTTIE
GOMEZ, MR. RUSSELL L. GRAY, MR. CHARLES GREEN, MR. ROSS M. GUFFY, MS. CLARE HALLORAN, MR. TIM HARDING, MR.
JOHN W. HARPER. JR., MR. TIM J. HARRIS, DR. JEROLD J. HARTER, MR. JOHN L. HARWICK, MS. MARION E. HARWICK, MS.
MIRIAM HECHT, MR. DON HERNANDEZ, MS. LYLA HERNANDEZ, MR. ROBERT M. HICKS, DR. CHARLES W. HILL, MR. JEFFREY A.
HILL, MR. DOUGLAS K. HINTON, MR. MARK HOGAN, MR. JAMES LLOYD HOOPES, MS. OPHELIA HOOPES, MR. THOMAS C. HORNE,
DR. TING-FU HUNG, MR. ARVO IHALAINEN, MR. RAMON K. ILUSORIO, MR. NOBORU INOUE, MR. DONALD W. JACKANICZ, MR.
JOHN A. JACKANICZ, MR. THEODORE M. JACKANICZ, MR. ADAM JACOBS, MR. GUSTAVE JAFFE, MR. ROBERT T. JAMES, MS.
SHIRLEY D. JESPERSEN, MR. JAMES M. JONES, MR. WILLIAM A. JONES, MR. LARRY JUDKINS, MR. TOM KIPP, MR. KENNETH
KORBIN, PROF. PAUL GRIMLEY KUNTZ, PROF. PAUL KURTZ, DR. CORLISS LAMONT, DR. HERBERT C. LANSDELL, DR. PHILIP M.
LE COMPTE, MR. JOHN R. LENZ, MR. DON LOEB, MR. PAUL LOGEMAN, MR. JONATHAN A. LUKIN, MR. TIMOTHY J. MADIGAN,
MR. MICHAEL W. MAHER, MR. GRAHAME E. MAISEY, MR. HENRY B. MANGRAVITE, MR. STEVE MARAGIDES, MR. LESLIE M.
MARENCHIN, MR. EDWARD MCCLENATHAN, MR. HUGH MCVEIGH, MR. JAMES E. MCWILLIAMS, R. THEO MEIJER, DR. DAVID J.
MELTZ, MS. DEBORA F. MELTZ, MS. CYNTHIA MEREDITH, MR. ROBERT MERRIGAN, MR. RALPH A. MILL, MR. CARL MILLER, MR.
STEVE L. MOLENAAR, MR. BRIAN R. MOLSTAD, PROF. HUGH S. MOORHEAD, MR. GLENN R. MOYER, MS. SANDI A. MOYER, IR.
WILLIAM S. NEWHALL, JR., MR. ROY H. ODOM, JR., MR. PHILIP OLIVER, MR. FRANK V. PAGE, MS. HELEN PAGE, liS.
SANDRA PERRY, MR. PAUL M. PFALZNER, REV. RAYMOND J. PONTIER, DR. EDWARD L. PRICHARD JR., MR. GUVVALA N. REDDY,
MR. STEPHEN J. REINHARDT, MR. BENITO REY, MR. WILLIAM M. RIPLEY, PROF. DON D. ROBERTS, PROF. MICHAEL J.
ROCKLER, MR. JOSEPH M. RODERICK, PROF. HARRY RUJA, MS. CHERIE RUPPE, MS. SIGRID D. SAAL, DR. NATHAN U. SALION,
MR. ROBERT SASS, MR. GREGORY J. SCAMMELL, MR. JOHN F. SCHAAK, DR. ANNE-FRANCOISE SCHMID, MS. NANETTE E.
SCOF1ELD, HMR. ARSHAD SHERIF, DR. RICHARD SHORE, MR. JOHN EDWIN SHOSKY, MS. CAROL R. SMITH, MR. WARREN ALLEN
SMITH, MR. WAYNE DOUGLAS SMITH, PROF. JOHN P. M. SOMERVILLE, MR. JOHN E. SONNTAG, MS. DEBRA STAFFORD, DR.
PHILIP STANDER, MR. ROGER W. STANKE, MR. THOMAS J. STANLEY, PROF. DAVID S. STOLLER, MR. RAMON CARTER SUZARA,
MS. SHOHIG SHERRY TERZIAN, MR. JOHN R. TOBIN, MR. LLOYD N. TREFETHEN, MR. CHARLES TUTT, MR. CLIFFORD
VALENTINE, MS. ELEANOR H. VALENTINE, DR. HENRY VAN DYKE, PROF. WALTER VANNINI, MS. SUSAN BERLIN VOMBRACK, IIR.
DEWEY I. WALLACE, JR., MR. MARK WEBER, MR. MICHAEL J. WEBER, MR. THOM WEIDLICH, MS. DONNA WEIMER, MR. EDWARD
B. WEISHAN, DR. CHARLES L. WEYAND, MR. CALVIN WICHERN, MR. JOHN A. WILHELM, MR. RICHARD B. WILK, MR. WALTEK
WINFIELD, JR., MS. ELEANOR WOLFF, MR. JAMES E. WOODROW, MR. CHARLES ALLEN YODER, MS. JUDITH ZACCONE, DR. TERRY
S. ZACCONE,

CONTRIBUTIONS

We thank these members who included a 1990 contribution in their renewal dues. Much appreciated!

MR. LOUIS K. ACHESON JR., MS. AURORA ALMEIDA, MR. J. M. ALTIERI, DR. JEAN ANDERSON, DR. IRVING H. ANELLIS, HR.
JAY ARAGONA, PROF. DONG-IN BAE, MS. EVELYN BURTON, DR. DENNIS C. CHIPMAN, MR. WHITFIELD COBB, MR. JACK R.
COWLES, MR. DENNIS J. DARLAND, MS. SUSAN J. DARLAND, MR. ROBERT K. DAVIS, MR. SAM DIBBLE, JR., MS. CLARE
HALIORAN, MR. TIM HARDING, DR. CHARLES W. HILL, MR. JEFFREY A. HILL, MS. OPHELIA HOOPES, DR. PHILIP M. LB
COMPTE, MR. GLENN R. MOYER, MS. SANDI A. MOYER, MR. STEPHEN J. REINHARDT, MR. BENITO REY, PROF. DON D.
ROBERTS, PROF. MICHAEL J. ROCKLER, PROF. HARRY RUJA, MR. JOHN F. SCHAAK, MS. NANEYTE E. SCOFIELD, MR. WARKEN
ALLEN SMITH, MR. CLIFFORD VALENTINE, MS. ELEANOR H. VALENTINE, MR. DEWEY I. WALLACE, JR., MR. MICHAEL J.
WEBER, DR. CHARLES L. WEYAND, MS. ELEANOR WOLFF.

We thank Prot. Bruce White ot Centre College, .Danville, KY for a generous contribution to the Russell Society
Library.

Contributions are welcome at any time, in any amount, large or small. Send them c/o the newsletter or the RS
Library, addresses on Page 1, bottom.
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NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS

(29) Herb Lansdell has a paper in Behavioral Neuroscience (1989, Vol. 103, No.4 893-897). Here is the top portion
ot its first page, wh;'.ch provides a summary.

Sex Differences in Brain and Personality Correlqtes of
the Ability to Identify Popular Word Associations

Herbert Lansdell
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke
National Institutes of Heaith, Bethesda, Maryland

The ability of men to identify popular word associations had earlier been shown to be affected
by left-sided thalamic surgery for movement disorders; now, over a year later, the impairment
has been observed with operations on both sides. In addition, upon testing at approximately
the same time interval, men who had undergone temporal lobe surgery for epilepsy have also
shown the impairment. In contrast, women bave improved after the operations. The Word
Association Test (WAT) requires a subject to identify popular word associations to 54 words.
In a large group of unoperated subjects, the errors on the WAT were greater for men than for
women, although the men scored higher on the Wechsler-Beilevue Intelligence Scale (WB).
WAT scores were found to correlate with scores on the WB and the Minnesota Multiphasic
Personality Inventory, and the WAT scores of the men tended to show a higher correlation
with these measures than did those of the women.

(30) Cherie Ruppe, who is with Northwest Airlines, says she intends to contact BRS Member NOBORU INOUE during one
of her visits to Japan.

(31) Warren Allen Smith has the amiable custom of writing a year-end letter to his friends, reviewing his past
year. Here is this year’s, dated 1/1/90:

A friendship has been described as "a lmg, long conversation.” On February 20th, a 40-year canversation with
Fernando Vargas ended. Cancer claimed my Costa Rican roammte/business partrer, the one who had been with me
dtringnnstofdeinportmttinesofmyljfe(formla.fmn ing Eisenhower as he handed me the
M.A. diplam at Columbia U. to attending my retirement-from-teaching dinner 37 years later. At the memorial serv-
ice we held in the recording studio, Steve Allen's taxching letter was read, and we listened to Liza Minnelli's
first demonstration record that "Freddy" had cut for her and piamist Marvin Hamlisch. No other men can be said
to put you in mind of Femando, although he locked and sounded a bit like Desi Armaz, His wit penetrated in a
moment totheinrercoreofintermtiomlmwug,aﬂalﬂn@lmyhavetmghtiﬁmﬁglimhewseasﬂyme
best teacher I ever had. For his remining two sisters and family, I carried the remins to San Jose. Well,
not all: Ore vial was scattered in the Hell's Kitdmaﬂ'ﬁqu\arearmsl'e(a’dI)love:lsomx:h; I, yes,
still hold a vial. Toward the end of her life Queen Mary reportedly said, "The one thing I regret is never having
climbed over a fence." In his 60 years, Fernando unashamedly climbed every conceivable fence, being included
in Who's Who in the World as he did so. (I leftacopyofﬂatbodcinhis%stalﬁ.mcol&'o.)

Together, we'd built his Variety Recording Studio into the city's #1 Hispanic studio, with the loyal help of Joe
Cvr, David lescoe, and many others. We had clients fram 50 different camntries, campleted mastering and stampers
for pressing plants arcund the world, and had as custamers a who's who of internationally known musicians....Upon
his death, however, I decided to retire a second tire, this time to really retire except for writing., Partly
for sentimental ressons, I arranged sale of the studio to another Hispanic, also a Vargas; and continuing as the
able manager is our talented Colombian-American buddy, Jose Gallegos. With no little pride I foresee the success-
ful contimation of what Fernando and I had started in 1961, el mejor estudio para musicos Hispanos canbined with
a clientele of razzle-dazzle showbiz types that always, always made work a joy,

The swift change of events also resulted in my decision to move fram Hell's Kitchen (George Raft/Rocky Stallone/
Sen. Moynihan territory) and also fram Connecticut to Greemich Village, not far fram the White Horse Tavern where
Dylan Thams had his very last drink (and where in my radical youth I fought intellectual humenist battles with
Dorothy Day's inspiring Catholic Workers or drank and fought with the Trotskyites). My co-op overlocks the Vil-
lage, with a view fram Jefferson Market to the World Trade Towers, the Statue of Liberty off in the distance.
Such a change reminds me of the philosopher Mae West's observation: Too mxch of a goad thing can be wonderful....

Trivial 1989 tidbits: I'm now listed in-the fifth Who's Who bock, this time in advertising....langston Hughes's
biographer, Amold Rampersad, gave me a credit (Vol. II) for having arranged his meeting with Langston's favorite
protege, Gilbert Price....Sun Ra gave me a credit on the (D we recorded for AM Records, "Blue Delight"....When
the (D of Manuel Acosta's "Paintings" comes out, listen for Vangelis on the synthesizer, Tito Puente on percussion,
Jose Gallegos on piano, and me playing "Tambora Pa' Debussy” on the emilator....Issac Asimov, Paul Ehwards, Liz
Smith,mdSidmy!bdcexh@wmueupemﬂssimmhstﬂmalnmrymnmddnSemlarﬁnmist
Society of New York, for which I'm treasurer....My intellectually stimilating correspondence with historian and
humanist Priscilla Robertson ended on Nov. 26th, when I notified The Times of her desth—the obituary was publish-
ed. Author of Revolutions of 1848, she never had a chence to follow up with a bodk about 1989, the most exciting
time since 1848 for revolutionms....Another loss to the humanist cause is Andrei Sakharov, a major reason for the
rapid and inspiring changes in the IBSR. (In 1973, I had signed the Humanist Manifesto IT that he, Julian Hindey,
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ad 20 signed.)....In one of the last letters he wrote,

He also penned one
who at 87 and
of W's Ted Turner, 1990 Humanist of the Year,
his Ten Voluntary Initiatives replace the Ten

article on "Authors and Humeniam."
his hare earlier in the year and

of the Bertrand Russell Society.
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In short, Auntie Mame was right when she said that life's a banquet. Cheers!

February 19w

Sidney Hock supplied me with material for a forthcaming
last attack on Corliss lamnt (who had entertained me at
wearing a red vest is as prowocative as ever. [Lamnt approves
who fearlessly told Dallas broadcasters that he'd like to see
Camendments)....I've been re-elected to the board of directors

Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims
Inquirer -- will hold its 1990 Conference in Washington,

ABOUT OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

CSICOP Conference, P.0. Box 229, Butfalo, NY 14215,

NECLC, The Nationali Emergency Civil
Liberties Committee, ran this ad on the
op ed page or The New York Times
(1/12/9@, A35). The original was 6.5 x
1@.5 inches, shown here somewhat reduced

in size. NECLC's The Bill of Rights
Journal, goes to its members. The
December 1989 issue includes, among
other things, Thurgood Marshall's

remarks at a Second Circuit Judicial
Conference, a look at the judicial
appointments of the Reagan and Bush
Administrations, an appraisal of the
Reagan-Bush legacy in civil liberties.
Individual membership $25. 175 Fitth
Ave., NY NY 109lo

to miiitary force against

In the efforts to oust and seize Noreiga 23 Ameri-
can lives were lost, while the dead in the Panama
Defense Force numbered some 300, and civillans
killed reached 400 with 2,000 wounded. “Gun Bar-

rel Democracy,” as The Nation puts it.
Further q ot the i are to
the United States into ibility for

responsibility to
rebuild ruined Panama City and fo restore the
gutted economy. it is reliably estimated that for
America to work its way out of the
Panama shambles will cost close to $2 bition. At
least 10.000 U.S. troops out of the 27,000 sent to
Panamawiuneodlomyontomlplnmgmd
reconstruction.
A deplorable example of American irrationality
was that U.S. troops violently broke into and
the Ni o E; y in P,
City. This action in itself showed a serious disre-
gard for international law and diplomatic immunity,
for which President Bush later apologized.

Corliss Lamont
Beth Lamont

Edith Tiger
Harvington Harlow Connie Hogarth

NATIONAL EMERGENCY CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE
175 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10010 (212) 673-2040

of the Paranormal -- publishers of The Skeptical
DC March 3@ thorugh April 1.

Information: 1990

"WE BELIEVE

THE U.S. INVASION OF
PANAMA VIOLATES:

1. THE AMERICAN WAR POWERS ACT
2. THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER

3. THE CHARTER OF THE ORGANIZATION
OF AMERICAN STATES

' 4. THE U.S. PANAMA CANAL TREATIES

5. INTERNATIONAL LAW IN GENERAL

6. THE HISTORIC AMERICAN IDEAL
OF WORLD PEACE

Although the tyrant Noriega finally surrendered, it remains clear that President Bush's resort
inst Panama was rash, immoral and unconstitutional. This flagrant agres-
sion of one state illegally invading another state was condemned by the Latin American
mmm.mmm.mwmmmmmmewom.

Any rational evaluation of the Panama invasian
must conclude that in important ways it was a
disaster. What the Pentagon probably claims as
8 military victory was clearly a serious defeat in
terms of human values and international retation-
ships. The U.S. giant has managed to shoot itseif
in the foot and humiliate itself in dealing with a
very small nation of 2,400,000 peopte.

Once again the U.S. government, with Vietnam
looming in the background, has disregarded the
many mistakes of the past in Central America.
and without considering all the implications.
launched a massive overkill. This tragedy will in--
crease anti-American sentiment abroad, espe-
cially in the nations of Central and South America.

As Democratic Congressman Ted Weiss says.
“Ultimatety the decision 1o invade Panama will be
contrary to the national security interest of the
United States and will reflect poorty on the reputa-
tion and prestige of our nation.”

John Scudder




(34)

Page 22

Russell Society News, No. 65

February 1990 i

EFRFE, Freedom From Religion Foundation, was written up in The Atlanta Constitution (10/6/89, p.Cl). In RSNe4,
we ran the beginning ot this story, but ran out of space. Here now is the whole‘ thing:

Atheists Gather to Keep Faith With Each Other

By Gayle White

Staff Writer

Their T-shirts proclaim, “Blasphe-
my Is a Victimless Crime,” their songs
ring out with the words, “I don’t need
Jesus,” and in {ones reminiscent of
camp-meeting testimonials, they de-
scribe their “deconversion”
experiences.

Atheists and agnostics from across
the country are gathering in Atlanta
this weekend for the annual conven-
tion of the Freedom.From Religion
Foundation.

The organization, founded in Mad-
ison, Wis., in 1978, has two purposes:
to further the cause of separation of
church and state and to educate the

public about non-theistic thought.

The convention gives members a
chance for fellowship and exchange of
information. It also gives them a
chance to buy “Reason's Greetings”
cards to mail out in December, “Free-
thinker” bumper stickers, and coffee
mugs bearing pictures and quotations
of famous atheists and agnostics.

Foundation members are not hos-
tile to God, said Tom Malone, South-
east region vice president and head of
the local chapter. “How can you be
hostile to something that doesn't
exist?”

The foundation does not attempt
to pull people away from the church,

ATHEISTS Continued on C4

Doug Jager

Atheists Come
To Atlanta for
Annual Meet

From Page C1

he said, and it doesn't advocate gov-
ernmental opposition to religion.
“We think the government should
be neutral, as Jefferson and Madi-
son proposed.”

With 3,400 members, the nation.

~ al foundation is smaller thap sever-
al metro Atlanta churches, but
among its ranks are people whose
influence has reached far, drawing
the praise of church-state separa-
tionists and the ire of fundamental-
ist Christians.

B William Jager of Douglas
County will accept the Freethinker
of the Year award on behalf of his
family for his <oy Doug’s successful
lawsuit to stop prayer before Doug-
las County High School football
games.

® Dr. Ken Saladin, a biology
professor at Georgia College, will
discuss his application to lead a
Scout den, which the Boy Scouts of
America denied because he refused
to sign an oath acknowledging the
importance of a belief in God, He
will also give an update on his fight
with the city of Milledgeville to get

" the word “Christianity” removed
from the city seal.

8 Columbus radio station man-
ager J. Edward Wilson will describe
his leaving the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church after years as a minister.
Mr. Wilson hosts a radio talk show
on which he sometimes expresses
his atheistic views.

®And part-time Georgian But-
terfly McQueen will be given a
Heroine Award for her advocacy of
free thought. The honor comes dur-
ing the 50th anniversary of her most
famous film, “Gone With the Wind,”
in which she played Prissy.

*Home-Grown Concerns’

The program will include a
speech by Dan Barker, a former
Pentecostal evangelist who works
for the foundation's home office,
and a raffle featuring a “clean"

[ ilOO bill — one printed before “In

GREG FOSTER//Special

Dan Barker of the Freedom From Religion Foundation wears a T-
shirt that reads, ‘I'm Your Friendly Neighborhood Atheist.

God We Trust” was added in the
1950s.

It is no coincidence that the
agenda is loaded with Georgians.
“We anticipated that since our or-
ganization is based in Madison,
Wis., some people would accuse the
organization of being outside agita-
tors,” said Mr. Malone, 30, a social
studies teacher at Clarkston High
School in DeKalb County. “We
wanted to show some of our home-
grown concerns.”

Mr. Malone, who will welcome
the group, said he grew up in a
“mainstream Methodist” home. As a

.teenager, he began to question reli-
‘gious teachings, he said, a common

Posture of youth. Most adolescents
return to the church because ques-
tioning is uncomfortable, he said,
“Religion offers such comfortable

_eratehes and props for life.”

He said he likes to point out to
Christians and Jews that “the only
difference between me and them is
that 1 have discarded one more God
than they have.”

For many foundation members,

'acknowledging their agnosticism or

atheism, even to themselves, re-
quires courage,
Mr. Barker, 40, who spent 17

.years as an interdenominational

Pentecostal evangelist, describes
his change of heart as a gradual
movement from religious fundamen-
talism to acknowledging that he no
longer believed in God.

“There was no bitterness,” he
said. “In fact, I went through a peri-
od of almost mourning or nostalgia.

It was like getting a divorce,
almost.”

In fact, divorce soon followed.
His experience made his former
wife more religious, he said.

Mr. Barker later married Annie

"Laurie Gaylor, daughter of Founda.

tion founder Anne Gaylor, whom he
met on an Oprah Winfrey show
about atheism.

He still receives royaities from
earlier religious material, but now
Mr. Barker writes hymns for the
freethought movement, including “1
Don't Need Jesus,” a song with a
chorus that says, “I don't need Je-
sus to give me a smile. Don't need a
holy book to make my life worth-
while. Just give me reason, fairness
and love. True human happiness is
not from above.”

A Different Background

Unlike Mr. Barker, William
Jager, 53, grew up with very little
religious involvement. An Alaskan
native, he lived in a remote village
where the only religious figure was
an Orthodox priest who occasional-
ly came to town to conduct services
in Russian.

After 20 years in the Army,
sometimes stationed at Georgia
bases, he settled down in Douglas-

ville in 1976.

Although he describes himself
as an agnostic, he said he would
never have forced the issue of pray-
er before high school football games
if his son had not been harassed by
other :tudents for not participating.
When school officials failed to re-

.8pond to his concerns, he suggested

that his son file suit.

Since the case before the U.S
Supreme Court, Mr. Jager has be-
come active in the foundation.

Dr. Saladin, 40, a Michigan na-
tive, decided to challenge the city of
Milledgeville to remove the word
“Christianity” from its seal shortly
after he moved there to teach a1
Georgia College in 1977. He waited

"to establish himself, he said, but

filed suit in 1983.

Early this year, the city offercd
to remove the seal from the city's
water tower, vehicles and uniforms
but wanted to continue to display it
on stationery and documents, in a
form so small that it would be un-
readable. Dr. Saladin refused the
compromise. The case remains
unsettled.

He became embroiled in anoth-
er controversy in 1987 when he was
removed from leadership of a Scout

- den for refusing to sign a statement

recognizing that a belief in God is
essential to good citizenship.

“To me, that says anyone who
doesn't swallow that line is a sec-
ond-class citizen.”

J. Edward Wilson, 47, manager
of WIQN radio station in Columbus
and a talk show host, gave up 13
years of ministry in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church and, finally, the
church itself.

“When I gave up superstitions

. when I was finally able to lay
aside those things, I felt I had expe-
rienced a great deliverance.” he
said.

His greatest sadness was in los-
ing relationships with fellow Chris-
tians, including fellow ministers.
The foundation has helped to
compensate,

That is one of its important
roles, said Mr. Malone.

“To attend meetings with hun-
dreds more like yourself is a ven
comforting feeling. It's the same
sort of feeling church folks get.”

Th1s space
for rent
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3 rd National Conference
CONCERNED PHILOSOPHERS FOR PEACE
Call for Papers
CPP, Concerned Philosophers tor Peace ----- > -The 3rd National Conference of Concerned Philosophers for Peace will be

hosted by the University of Notre Dame. Tha conference is scheduled for
September 21-23, 1990. James Sterba (Department of Philosophy, University
of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN 46556) will serve as Conference Director.

Papers limited to twenty minutes reading time (about 10-12 pages) are

now being reviewed for inclusion in the pProgram. Papers are preferred ove:
abstracts, although some detailed abstracts may be accepted. Topics
include the entire range of nuclear issues, peace and justice concerns,
and interactions with puhlished books and articles. Be creative. The
deadline for submissions is June 15, 1990, Send two coples *o Duane Czdy
(Department of Philosophy, Hamline University, St. Paul, MN 55104) who
will Chair the Reviaw Committee for submitted papers.

FOR SALE

Members’ stationerv. 8 1/2 x 11, white. Across the top: "The good life is one inspired by love and guided by
knowledge.* Bertrand Russell” On the bottom:"*Motto of The Bertrand Russell Society, Inc." New reduced USA
price, $5 for 9@ sheets, postpaid. Canada & Mexico still $6. Order from the newsletter, address on Page 1.

BOOK REVIEW

From The Observer, London (1/22/84, p.53):

Intellectual
foundations

Tms is the first volume of a
projected series of all Bertrand
Russell’s papers, published and
unpublished, to be issued in 28
volumes between now and the
year 2000. The volumes will be
divided into two major groups
by subject, so that volumes II to
XI will consist of strictly
philosophical material, while
volumes XII to XX VI, contain-
ing political and social papers,
will be ordered chronologically.
A paper, for these purposes, is
& ‘public writing,’ including
l;’):ohtn‘.nl messages and open
tters as well as n
i v S
essays. 90 per cent of these
papers, the editors claim, have
never been collected, and 15per
cent are unpublished, ‘
Vvast enterprise is edited
from the Russell Archive at
-McMaster University, Hamil-

by BERNARD
WILLIAMS

THE COLLECTED PAPERS
OF BERTRAND RUSSELL :
Volume I, Cambridge Essays
1888-99

edited by Kenneth Blackwell
and others

Allen & Unwin £48

ton, Ontario, an institution
whose quiet existence on a scarp
by the Nisgara River was
transformed when it became,
through the purchase in 1968 of
Russell’s papers, the worid
centre of Russell studies. The
editors have provided a full-
scale apparatus, with elaborate
annotations and textual notes.
This is clearly intended to be a
great monument.

- The first volume covers,

among other things, Russell’s
adolescent years, under-
graduate work at Cambridge,
and material associated with his
first and second books. (‘l(;:;;;
man Social Democracy

and * An Fssay on the Founda-
tions of Geometry® (1897). A
good deal of the material is
unpublished. Some papers that
Russell read to the Apostles,
that now excessively well-
known secret society, are
included, to some ‘extent
marked by w%ut Paul Levy, in
his biograpfly of Moore,
unkindly called the °sopho-
moric’ quality of the
discussions. Russeil, urging the
cause of the tlilt'!dn'n'ssion of
women (not entirely popular
with his brethren), observes:
‘., ., .whenwedividedlastterm
on “Can we love those we

have been invaluable.’
From his years as an under-
graduate, there is & ‘locked
diary’ (‘the dons are sad
specimens of wasted power, and
have persuaded me that emalu-
ments for mere academical
distinction are 8 very pernicious
institution "), and there are also

i some essays read to his philo-

sophy teschers which, perhap-
unsurprisingl{iu are great|y
impressive, is history of
philosophy is more accurnt~
than in ‘ The History of Wes-
tern Philosophy,’ but there are
fewer jokes.

The overwhelming impress-
ion is not merely the fact of
Russell's precocity, but how
much of his later style and
manner was already formed in
these carliest years. In 1888-0,
when he was 16, he kept a secret
journal written in Greek letters.
It is full of sentences such as ' !

. oW come to the most difficult
.of subjects, immortality, =

qQuestion I have aiready tried to
answer in this book, but, as nov-
seems to me, on false lines of
regsoning. . . .’ He seems tc
have had from the beginning an
extraordinarily easy and elegant

, way of writing, and some of the
_earliest pieces here are a great

pleasiire to resd, while one is
less irritated at this stage of hi-
life mbym:h:e ixl: hishalatcr
writing ess happv
characteristics of the brigh

th which he was never t~

~— the ! dccasional conde-
scension, for instance, and th-
unnerving briskness. He said
that by the time he came to
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writq anything down, almost all
the jwork 'had already been
done;; but the impression he too
often gives in his mature work
(i; n,h;r that ttge work is being

one then, at the speed it takes
to read it. IP

Alter he left Cambridge, his
wit also found its natural shape,
and there are some funny pieces

Russell Society News, No. 65

in the book, particularly an
unpublis!:%dil'l item g:éhe Uses :)f
Luxury. The introduction to
this, incidentally, shakes one’s
confidence in the editors, who
seem to be better detectives
than readers. They have
tirelessly uncovered possible
locations at which the paper

" may have been read, but they

February 199

-do in the [ Autobiography "’ of
also say that it defends inherited 1leiuasell'sﬁﬁga.lybdechrat thuegmc‘i ic:t
income, which it expreml! s emotidns, but ra s-
R

i i Kk ily ouf at in 2
eou% iy .uiub‘gfil, and politital problems. It is
public and pcholarly documents rather wonderful to see him so
rather personal ones. We fully formed so early, exercising
do not so much here as we just the weapons he would use

for the next 80 years.

Sir Alfred Ayer (A. J. Ayer), -
who died on June 27 at the sge
of 78, was without doubt the
most widely known: of the
analylic philosophers who fol:
lowed the tradition of Betrand
Russell in Britain since 1920,

He did not have the genius
of Wittgenstein or  the
originality of F. P, Ramsey,
‘Gilbert Ryle or J. L. Austin.
- But his quite exceptional brii-
liance -as an expositor, to-
gether * with. his skill and
resource as a debater, secured
him as great an influence as
any of them with the philo-
sophical profession and he
bulked much larger than they
did in the eyes of the in-
terested part of the general
public. .

Ayer matured early and the
coberent system of ideas put
forward with such striking
effect in his first-book, Lan-
guage, Truth and Logic, when
he was in his mid-twentics,
remained as the abiding
foundation of his thinking
thereafter.

But there was a price to be
paid for his youthful success.
Before 1939 he enjoyed both
the rewards of early achicve-
ment and the leadership of .
intellectual fashion. ARer
1945, in a philosophical at-
mosphere that was more sen-
sitive to the varieties and
complexity of thought, his
point of view, with its simple,
severe and exclusive lines, had
a somewhat dated air, most of
all to those more concerncd
that reasoning should be
fashionable than that it should
be valid. ' .

Alfred Jules Ayer was bom
in London on Qctober 29,
1910, the only child of Jules
Louis Cyprien Ayer, a timber
merchant of Swiss cxisaction.
He went 0 Etonasa scholarin
1923. He entered Christ
Church; Oxford in 1929 as an
open scholar in classics and
obiained a first in Lit.Hum. in
1932, It is said that he owed
this good result 1o the high
marks given to his papers on
ancicnt history. Cenainly the,
polemicai flavour of his mod-
ern version of the philosophy
of Hume was unlikely to
attract the philosophy
examiners.

OBITUARY

From The Times, London, 6/29/89, with thanks to KEN BLACKWELL:

A.J.AYER

His chicl philosophy tutor
was Gilbert Ryle, though an
equally sirong influcnce was
H. H. Price, the icading de-
fender of Russell’s views in
the generally unsympathetic
Oxford of the period. Unlike
his contemporary and chicf
rival and competitor, J. L.
Austin, he was unsuccessful in
his attempt at sn All Souls
fellowship.” In the year in+
which lhe{ebolh sat for the
John Locke scholarship the:
principal: examiner, H. A..
Prichard, true to his principle
of discouraging' budding -
philosophers, ensured 1hat it
was not awarded. Ayeriwas a

:lecturer in  philosopby , at.

Christ Church from 1932 (g
1935 and a research student
there from 1935, -

- . Soon alter graduation Ayer

" visited Vienns and took part

! for some months in the dis~

. cussions of the.Vienna Circle, '
then--at the height of its :
activity. The outcome of this -
was Language, Truth and

Logic (1936), his brilliantly
forcible ‘exposition of . their °
main idcas in an English
philosophical.idiom. . *
Laying down that'verifiabil-
ity in sense-experience was a
necessary condition of the
meaningfulness of a sentence,
_ he rejected speculative meta.
- physics and theology as lit-
crally devoid of scnse and
interpreted  judgements  of
valuc as e¢jaculations cxe
pressive of feeling. He an-
alysed the factual content of
the world, - physical objects

v

cal truth

“and minds, as systems of
immediatc cxpericnces and
held the necessary truths of
logic, mathematics and an-
alytic philosophy 10 be verbal
proposilions, truc by decli-
nition, In a concluding chap-
ter of splendid boldness he
presented concise and tidy
solutions to the outstanding
disputes of tradjtional
philosophy.

This was thc most exciting
and influential English philo-
sophicai book of the decade.

He joined the Welsh Guards
in 1940 and became a capuain

in 1943, After a period of
regimental duty he moved to

intelligence work. He played a
lively part in the liberation of
France in 1944, where. his
enlerprisc way not always to
the liking of hi superiors. The
fact that he wis bilingual in

.French and EnBlish was uscful
to him here. (It could be said
of him, as Johnson said of
Hume, that he wrote like a

i Frenchman,)

. The preface to his sccond
book The Foundation of
Empirical Knowledge (1940)
:was written from the Guards
. Depot at Caterham. In it the
doctrines of I, H. Price's
Perception are 1ransformed in
accordance with the philo-
sophical mcthods of Carnap.

much more resolute
phenomenalism than Price’s

. is put forward and the esscn-
tially linguistic and con-

. ventional character of
N philosophical theories of
perception is insisted on.

On demobilisation he went
back to Oxford for two years
as feilow in philosophy at
Wadham College, which, in
1959 10 his very great delight,
clected him an honorary fci-
low. In 1946 he was appoinicd
to the Grote Chair at Univer-
sity College, London, which
had been vacant for some
years.

On his arrival he found a
dejected scene, The stalf con-
sisted of a disenchanted reader
who spent as much time as
possible in France and a
Grecek lady of negligible phito-
sophical atwinments  who
taught an idiosyncratic brand
of cthics. The accommodation
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consisted of a cupboard-like
room with a smalt quantity of
battered institutional  fur.
niture in it, .

When Ayer ielt London in
1959 he had five first-rate
lecturces in his department,
three of whom had done their
philosophical studics there.
Ayer’s public reputation from
his books and from broadcas-
ing vastly enlarged the recruil-
ment of students and muych
improved it quality. The
atmosphere of the department
was combalive, vigorous and
rapid. Visiting philosophers
found attendance at 2 serminar
was a bracing experience 1o
say the lcast. Ayer's own high-
speed style of debate st the
prevailing tone. The presence
of both Aver and Kari Popper
in London soon made i the
second philosophical centre in
the country.

Ayer now became familiar
10 2 very wide public through
his frequent appearances on
the television Hrains' Trust.
He was supremely qualified 10
provide the lucidity and agil.
ity of mind that the pro-
gramme demanded. He was
alrcady known to a wide circle
as the forcmost “logical pos-
itivist”, 3 term connoting for
most people hostility to re-
ligion and sceplicism about
morals,

Journalists of various levels
of intclectual clevation had
ofien singled him out as a
cortupier - of youth ang
underminer of the body poli-

-tic. For the most part he bore
this good-humouredly. But as
lifclong and-active supporter
of the Labour party he re.
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.-scnted the accusation|that he
-mourished fascism. .
His ecritics took " his view

” that morality was not 4 factual
-science (o be a way of saying
“that it‘was unimportint, His
> position was that one’ moral-
‘ity must be chosen Since it
“cannot be proved. His per-
+sonal choice was for a lute
_utilitarianism and hei himself
was the most loyal of friends
and the most publicispirited
fulfiller of obligations. Ayer
Wwas no puritan but his love of
pleasure was not cgoistic and
his integrity and lack of cyni-
F£iSm were conspicuous, As far
as the television public was
“concerned, his undeviating -
and weil-informed fidelity to
Tottenham  Hotspur more
than outweighed the effctt of
his more “shocking" opinions.

While at London he pub-
lished a coliection Philosophi-
cal Essays (1954) and: an
excellent  gencral  book on
epistemology The Problem of
Knowivdge (1956).

In 1959 Ayer returned 10
Oxford as Wykeham Profes-
sor of Logic in succession to
his mentor H. H. Price. His
election caused something of a
rumpus since three electors
preferred two other candidates
between them. However it
turned out 1o be VEry success-
ful although Oxford was de.
prived by Austin's carly and
lamented death of the enliven.
ing  speejacle of g direct
engagement between Ayer and
his most pertinacious critic,
As it happened, Austin's more
casuvistic and delicately
philological way of thinking
has since come 10 scem more
dated than the more ngd and

tormalistic  style. of Ayer's
philosophising.

Aycr took a notable part in
the intellectual life of ihe
university, not icast as an
indcfatipable  addresser uJ
undergraduate socicties. an,
also in the somewhat lenten
social life of New College of
which he wius Feilow from
1959 10 1978, before being
made Hon. Fellow in 1980,

In 1963 Ayer published The
Concept of a Person, a collec.
tion of powerful,  icchnical
essays on currently active
issues in philosophy, and in
1969 a collection of more

"popular  and wide-ranging
picces: AMctaphysics and Com-
Tmon Sense. His The Origins of
* Pragmatism came out of | 969,
i3 detailed, sympathetic survey .
of the philosophics of Pierce
and James. A parallel study of
. Russell and Moore, published
tin 1971, was first presented as
"“the William James fectures at
: Harvard .in, 1970, during a
y* visit'to the USA in which he
.Jalso gave the John |
. dectures. st Columbia - on
- 'induction and probability..In
" 1968 Ayer was Knighted, an
. honour that was in sgme part
* arecognition of his services as
., @ member of the: Plowden
-commission . on primary
education. . .o
Ayer continued 10 write,
.almost 1o the end. True, The .
Central Questions* of Philos.’
ophy (1974) was in many ways
3 new cdition of Language,
Logic and Truth, an clegant
survey but somchow lacking
the invigorating bite of Ayer's
first  book. Perception “and
Identity (1979) was a Sest-
schnift presented 1o ‘Ayer in
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1979 (he had retired from his
Wykeham chair the ptevious
year) with his replies to the
€ssays by distinguished

. contemporarnies. Philosophy in

the Twentieth C entury (1982)
scen by Ayer himself as very
much a sequel to Russcil's
History of Western Plnlos.
ophy, nevertheless abandoncd
Russell's attempt 1o relate’
philosophical, ideas to their
social and political circum-
stances, sacrificing, in doing
$0, the opportunily 1o provide
an orderly account of the
philosophy od our age. Studies
of Wittgensicin 1985), vol.
iaire (1986) and Thomas
Paine (1988) followed, and
(hcrc were {wo VOlUIIlCS of
autoLiography, Pars of My
Life (1977) and More of My
Life (1984),

Ayer was not a major
philosopher like Russell or
Witlgenstein, or even, por-
haps, like Popper and Ryle,
But he was a2 very able
philosopher indecd, endowed
with  particularly sparkling
intellectual gifts, an admirable

. ifsh‘ghl!y chilly prose style and
- unflagging encrgy. As a philo-

sophical teacher and influence
there is no one 1o compare
with him since Russell and
Moore.

He was four. tlimes married:

- first in 1932 fo Grace {sabel

Rene Lees, by whom he had a
daughter and a son, and

- secondly, in 1960, to Dee

Wells by whom he had o son.
In 1983 he married Vancssa
Lawson, who had previously
been the wife of Nigel Lawson,
She died in 1985, and Tecently |
“Freddie” Ayer remarried his
sccond wile, Dee Wells,

From The New York Times (12/30/89,

Philosophers
Hang Out
The Shingle

Special to The New York Times
AMSTERDAM, Dec. 29 (Reuters)
— Following the example of psycho-
therapists, Dutch philosophers are
opening private practices and charg-
lgg clients up to $50 an hour to discuss
eas.

“'There's a new generation of phi-
losophers who want to take part in
society, not just work in an ivory
tower,” said Ad Hoogendijk, who in
1987 became one of the first Dutch

PHILOSOPHERS

P.19), with thanks to STEVE REINHARDT:

philosophers to set up practice. “We
are making use of philosophical tradi-
tion to exchange thoughts with clients
over whatever subject they want."

Mr. Hoogendijk has been joined by
a dozen others who talk with clients
about subjects from the meaning of
life to a possible career change. Un-
like some psychologists and psychia-
trists, practicing philosophers do not
try to probe deep into the past of the
individual to understand childhood-
ingrained, subconscious behavior and
then suggest modifications.

‘Very Basic Questions’

Rather, they try to apply the wis-
dom of their discipline to help people
see their problems from a new per-
spective.

“I try to help people answer very
basic questions like: ‘Who are you?
‘What do you want?' * Mr. Hoogen-
dtik said in an interview. “It’s a kind

of re-orientation to structure their de-
sires. [ don't try and fit a person into
a pre-existing theory but take what
they say about themselves at face
value and try to act as a midwife to
let them articulate what they have in-
side.”

He said that about 80 percent of his
clients are at some major emotional
crossroads: businessmen worried
about  approaching retirement,
women upset when their grown chil-
dren leave home and youths unsure
what to study at coilege. He usually
meets a client four or five times.

Faced with a depressed client, he
tries to offer some perspective in dis-
cussions about the high value modern
culture places on happiness and how
thinkers in the past have put a high
value on meiancholia.

From Great Minds
“There is a famous saying that

Plato and Aristotle said it all, and it's
irue,” he said. But his reading of
Spinoza, Marcuse, Karl Marx and
Hannah Arendt have aiso informed
his counseling, he said.

One of his calleagues, Eite Veening,
said he began his practice in the
northern city of Groningen in 1987 he.
cause he was disturbed by "how
much sloppy thinking there was
around.”

He said he was not interested 1
“curing” patients by heiping they
sort out their emotions but in helping
them to puzzle out their values an
thought processes intellectually.

"L try to get people to understand
their own ethics and what the best
choice would be for them in a situa-
tion,” Mr. Veening said. *‘1f you can
get yourself to do what is best or nor
is another thing. If you find you can't
well then maybe that's more a matter
for a psychologist.”

BR_books badly needed

Post.
years.'

Unjha. 384170, North Gujarat, India.
' Please "donate some ot your publicat

ASSISTANCE REQUESTED

"for our poor tribal library," says Dr.

K. D. Chauhan,

Activist Amerbharat Library,
"We have no resources due to continuous failure of rain the lasr. 3
ions new, old, bruised, defective or paperback, on any subject.
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NOW HEAR THIS, LAGGARDS!

WE MEAN YOU WHO HAVE NOT YET PAID YOUR 199Q0 RENEWAL DUES

TIME IS PASSING...THE METER IS RUNNING..

-YOUR DUES ARE OVERDUE

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF BECOMING A NON-PERSON. UGH!

HAIL YOUR DUES TODAY!

DON'T PUT IT OFF ANY LONGER!



