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(1) FROMTHE PRESIDENT

Michael J. RockIer, President, The Bertrand Russell Society

At the 1992 Board meeting, it was decided to initiate new prizes for
young scholars. Various categories were established including undergraduate
students and graduate students. Each winner receives transportation to the
annual meeting, all costs associated with the meeting, and a complimentary
membership for one year in the Bertrand Russell Society.

Two persons will receive the prizes this year. Tyler W. Roberts, an
undergraduate student at SUNY in Fredonia, will receive the undergraduate
prize. He will present a paper entitled "Russell, the Individual, and
Society.1I Stefan Anderson, joining us from Norway, will receive the graduate
prize and present "BR' s Search for Certainty in Mathematics and Religion. II

Please join us at the BRS annual meeting in June and welcome these
young scholars into the organization. I would also like to thank John Lenz
who chaired the committee which has awarded these prizes.

This year's meeting honors Harry Ruja with the BRS Award. Harry will
present the banquet address and speak on BR's life in photos. On Saturday
Hal Walberg will conduct a reader's theater on Russell autobiography. Nick
Griffin is tentatively scheduled to present a paper on Lady Ottoline. All
of these presentations will add to our understanding of Russell as a person.

I am enthusiastic about our meeting in San Diego. It will be good to
greet old friends and meet new ones. Won't you join us? Please send in your
registration now. Most persons who attend the annual conference become
regular participants. If you haven't been to a meeting, this would be a great
time to start.

I look forward to seeing all of you in San Diego, June 18-20.

(2) 1993 ANNUALMEETINGUPDATE

The BRS' s 1993 Annual Meeting will be held on the campus of the University
of California at San Diego, located in suburban La Jolla, California, from
Friday, June 18 through Saturday, June 20.

Accompanying this RSN issue is a blue annual meeting pre-registration form.
If you are. planning to attend but have not yet mailed in your registration
form, please complete the form now and mail it to Michael RockIer. Michael
.and the other persons responsible for organizing the meeting will very much
appreciate receiving your pre-registration and payment as soon as possible.
Each person who pre-registers will be mailed additional information concerning
meeting room locations and housing. We look forward to seeing you in June!
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Here is the latest tentative Annual Meeting program:

Friday, June 18, 1993
Registration.
Dinner.

4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
7:30 - 7:45 p.m.

7:45 - 8:45 p s m ,

8:45 - 9:45 p.m.

9:45 p.m.

Welcoming Remarks.
Presentation of the Service Award to Marvin Kohl.
Timothy J. Madigan.

to Doubt."
"The Will to Believe vs , the Will

Presentation of the BRS Book Award to Nicholas Griffin.
Nicholas Griffin. "Lady Ottoline."
Board Meeting. (All members welcome.)

Saturday, June 19, 1993

10:00 - 10:15 a.m. Coffee.
10:15 - 11:15 a.m. John Shosky.

Philosophy."
11:15 - 12:15 p.m. Bertrand Russell Society Meeting.
12:30 - 1:30 p.m. Lunch.

8:00 - 8:30 a.m.
8:30 - 10:00 a.m.

2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

3:15 - 4:45 p.m.

4:45 - 5:30 p.m.
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Registration.
Presentations by Winners of the 1993 Paper Prizes.

Tyler W. Roberts. "Russell, the Individual, and
Society."

Stefan Andersson. "Bertrand Russell's Search for
Certainty in Mathematics and Religion."

"Russell Contemplation ofand the

Hal Walberg.
Theater."

"Russell's Readers'Autobiography--A

Marvin Kohl and Michael J. Ro ckLer , "Russell v s , Russell
on Education."

Free Time.
Red Hackle Hour at Los Torrito's Restuarant.
Banquet.
Presentation of BRS Award to
Banquet Address by Harry

Photos."

Harry Ruj a ,
Ruja. "Russell's Life in

Sunday, June 20, 1993
9:00 - 10:00 a.m. Dennis Darland. "What Is Mathematics About?"
10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Coffee. 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Don Jackanicz. Work-
shop: Russell's "A Philosophy for Our Time." 11:30-12:15 p i m, Gonzalo Garcia.
"Did Bertrand Russell Think of Himself as a Pacifist?" 12: 15 p vm , Closing.
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(3) TREASURER'S REPORT

Treasurer Dennis J. Darland submitted this report for the quarter ending March
31, 1993.

Beginning Balance, January 1, 1993 $4,775.23

Income
Contribu tions e.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 531.00
Interest 9.70
New. Members .•...•.......•...........•.....•......•••...........•••. 410.50
Membership Renewals •••.•..•..•.............•.•.•..••••..•..•.... 2,857.90

Total Income +3,809.10

Expenses
Meetings 375. 00
Membership and Information Committee ............................•. 636.29
Miscellaneous 16.58

Total Expenses -1,027.87

Final Balance, March 31, 1993 $7,556.46

(4) RUSSELL IN THE MANUSCRIPT MARKET

Issued in late winter 1993, Catalog 69 of David Schulson Autographs (11 East
68th Street, New York, NY 10021, U.S.A.) has this entry on page 36.

110. RUSSELL, BERTRAND. (1872-1970). British philosopher, mathematician
and reformer; awarded Nobel Prize in Literature (1950).

T.L.S. [typed letter signed] on stationery imprinted in Welsh [sic],
Merioneth, October 17, 1961. .Typed above the Welsh address is "from: The
Earl Russell, o.u., F.R.S."

"I do not for a moment claim that I have 'swept two thousand five years
of metaphysics into the discard' ... something of this sort has occurred
in logic, but . . • I have been only one of many contributors. . I
have the. highest respect for many philosophers of past times. "
Signed above his typed name, "Bertrand Russell." A fine comment on the
course of logic in this century by one of its pre-eminent thinkers.

$225.00
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(5 ) BRS LIBRARY

The BRS Library sells and lends books, audiotapes, videotapes, and other
materials by and about Russell. Please direct BRS Library inquiries and
requests to Tom Stanley; Box 434; Wilder, VT 05088.

A new audiocassette has been received
on Education." With Michael Rockler,
from the inaugural meeting of the
Freethought, June 1992. 115 minutes.

by the BRS Library: "Russell vs. Dewey
Tim Madigan, and John Novak. A session

Coalition for Secular Humanism and

The following lists Books For Sale by the BRS Library. H.•..Cloth, otherwise
paperback. Prices are postpaid. Please send your check or money order (U.S.
funds only) payable to "Bertrand' Russell Society" to Librarian Tom Stanley
at the above address.

By Bertrand Russell:
Appeal to the American Conscience ..............•..........•.•.......• $3.15
Authority and the Individual ..•.•.•...•.••.•.••••••..••.•••...••.....• 7.95
Has Man a Future? •••••• ·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• H••• 8. 00

My Philosophical Development ..•.••..••.•••.•...•.••........•......••.. 7.95
Political Ideals ........•.......................•..................... 7.95
Power: A New Social Analysis .....••.....•..••.••....•••.............. 5.50
Principles of Social Reconstruction ..........••••.....•••......•••••.. 7.95
Roads to Freedom .......•.......••.....•.•..•...•.•.........•.......... 6.50

By Other Authors:
Bertrand Russell, 1872-1970 ....••........••.•..•.••.•..•...••.....••. $1.50"
Bertrand Russell as a Philosopher by A.J. Ayer ...•••••...•••••........ 2.25
Bertrand Russell's America, Vol. 2, 1945-1970 by

Barry Feinberg and Ronald Kasrils •.....•......••...•..••........•... 9.95
Bertrand Russell's Theory of Knoweldge by Elizabeth Eames •........ H .••8.50
Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary of BR ..•••. H ...9.00
Liberty and Social Transformation: A Study in Bertrand

Russell's Political Thought by Chandrakala Padia ..•............. H ..11.50
Into the Tenth Decade: A Tribute to Bertrand Russell .....•.•......... 5.00
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words ..•......•.. 6.75
Mr. Wilson Speaks 'Frankly and Fearlessly' on Vietnam to BR ...•••..... 2.00
Russe·ll by A.J. Ayer .....•..•......•...•.......•.•.......••....... H ...8.00

A future issue of RSN will provide an updated list of audiocassettes and
videocassettes available through the BRS Library. For now, please refer to
earlier RSN issues for such lists.
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(6) NEW MEMBERS

We welcome these new Bertrand Russell Society members who joined in late 1992
and early 1993.
Susan M. Ackley. 145 Standart Avenue; J-119; Auburn, NY 13021.
Matthew C. Altman. 3338 Broadmore Drive; Bay City, MI 48706.
Henryk F. Andrzejczak. 15551 Charles River Avenue; Eastpointe, MI 48021-1605.
Bruce Charpentier. P.O. Box 177; Georges Mills, NH 03751.
Helen Charpentier. P.o. Box 177; Georges Mills, NH 03751.
Joseph S. Covais. P.O. Box 327; Brandon, VT 05733.
Vincent Daniele. 8688 Bay 16 Street; Brooklyn, NY 11214-4514.
Claudio De Almeida. Caixa Postal 78; Porto Alegre, RS 90001-970; Brazil
Isadora Delgado. 136 Periwinkle Road; Levittown, NY 11756.
Amber Derek. 621 Cherry Street; Greensburg, PA 15601-2801.
Robert Dow. 1462 East 3150 South; Salt Lake City, UT 84106.
B. Raymond Eckstrand. Box 511; RFD #2; Open Meadows Road; Ashville, NY 14710.
Richard W. Fiori. 1411 North Harrison; Fresno, CA 93728.
J. Scotland Gallo. 17916 East Park Drive; Cleveland, OH 44119.
Gordan I. Hall. P.O. Box 4193; Sevierville, TN 37864-4193.
David S. Hart. 353 Rockingham Street; Rochester, NY 14620.
William R. Hartzog. 405 College Drive; Gaffney, SC 29340.
Bernice Kaiser. 1440 Freeport Loop; Brooklyn, NY 11239.
Edward E. Kellman. 2934 West Farwell Avenue; Chicago, IL 60645.
Craig Kelso. 7407 Alvarado Road; #162; La Mesa, CA 91941.
Charles V. Lauricella. 324 38th Street; Niagara Falls, NY 14303-1053.
Percy Li. 15925 La Escuela Court; Morgan Hill, CA 95037.
Diane Mackenroth. 201 Kingsboro Street; Pittsburgh, PA 15211.
Griffin D. McClellan. 3224 SE Hawthorne; Portland, OR 97214.
Robert Arthur Paglia. WELl Radio; 495 Benham Street; Hamden, CT 06514.
Gertrude E. Parker. 244 Williams Street; Meriden, CT 06450-4515.
Henry D. Richardson. 12 Robbers Row; Hilton Head, SC 29928.
David Schraven. 45 College Street; Buffalo, NY 14201.
Hal Walberg. Philosophy Department; Box 88; Mankato Univ.; Mankato, MN 56002.
William J. Whaley II. 1317 1st Avenue; Watervliet, NY 12189.
James R. Zingelman. P.O. Box 15417; Rio Rancho, NM 87174

(7) RUSSELL ALLUDED TO AS A NARCISSIST

In his article "Intense: Reflectiortson a Personality Type" in The Atlantic,
May, 1993, pp , 20-24, Richard Brookhiser briefly mentions Russell as "a twenty--
four karat narcissist." Brookhiser then quotes Russell's Gladstone anecdote

.about port being served in a claret glass appearing in "Eminent Men I Have
Known," an essay in Portraits from Memory. Thanks to Tim Madigan for this
aTticle.
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(8 ) CONTRIBUTIONS

We would like to express our sincere thanks to these persons who made
financial contributions to the Bertrand Russell Society during late 1992 and
early 1993.

Neil Abercrombie. J.M. Altieri. Jay Aragona. Dong-In Bae. Michael Emmet
Brady. Whitfield Cobb. Robert K. Davis. Linda Egendorf. Lee Eisler.
Richard Fallin. Earl Hansen. David S. Hart. Charles W. Hill. James Lloyd
Hoopes. Thomas C. Horne. Ting-Fu Hung. Robert T. James. Marvin Kohl.
George G. Kuc , Gladys Leithauser. Glenn R. Moyer. Stephen J. Reinhardt.
Benito Ray. William M. Ripley. Harry Ruja. John F. 'Schaak. Nan E.
Scofield. Warren Allen Smith. Timothy S. St. Vincent. Henry Van Dyke.
Michael J. Weber. Charles L. Weyand. John A. Wilhelm.

Like many small organizations, the BRS operates through a combination of
membership dues and gratefully received contributions from those members whose
interests or circumstances allow them to make such gifts. Contributions in
any amount, large or small, should be made payable to "Bertrand Russell Society"
and sent to BRS Treasurer Dennis J. Darland; 1965 Winding Hills Road; #1304;
Davenport, IA 52807. Thanks to those who can help the BRS in this way!

(9) A RUSSELL-MAYA LIN CONNECTION

We recommend at least an occasional perusal of Current Biography, one of
The H.W. Wilson Company's fine monthly publications. The April 1993 issue
fea~ures biographical articles on figures as diverse as Jacques Chirac, Mayor
of Paris, actor Jack Klugman, musician Dave Brubeck, and surgeon Richard
Selzer. The article about architect Maya Lin (pp. 35-39) was of particular
interest as it linked one of her ancestors with Russell:

Maya Lin is best known as the architect whose spare, sculptural public
monuments have helped countless Americans come to terms with some of the
more painful facts of their country's history. More thana million people
travel to Washington, D.C., each year, on a pilgrimage to Lin's Vietnam
Veterans Memorial ...•Among Lin's other illustrious ancestors is her
paternal grandfather, Lin Chang-min, a progressive lawyer who lobbied for
reform in China and traveled to England in the 1920s as a member of the
Chinese Association for the League of Nations. In London, the gregarious
Lin Chang-min and his daughter, Hui-yin, counted among their friends and
acquairttances such luminaries as H.G. Wells, E.M. Forster, Arthur Waley,
Thomas Hardy, Bertrand Russell, and Katherine Mansfield.
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RUSSELL IN SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE

We were delighted to see Israel Shenker's major article about Russell's life
in the May 1993 issue of Smithsonian (vol. 24, no. 2, pp. 128-130, 132-142).
Here in reduced size are the first two pages. The issue's table of contents
lists the article as "Paradoxical, polemical Bertrand Russell: Brilliant and
fearless, the controversial philosopher ranged from mathematics to religion,
ethics to free love." Also in this issue are articles about Thomas Jefferson
at 250, the Celts, photomicrography, Duke Ellington, blacksmithing, and
sharks, as well as one concerning the history and art of the Barnes
Foundation. Included in the Barnes Foundation article is the to be expected
reference to RusselL We recommend you pick up a copy of Smithsonian!

By Israel Shenker

The provocative
progress of a
pilgrim polymath

Bertrand Russell, the Jruwhulingesl

philosopher of the century, tried to prove

that life is real-and found it earnest

Philosophers traditionallv wonder about the nature of
reality. How do we know it? How can we prove that we
know it? Does the forest exist if there' s no one around to
see it? It doesn't. say the skeptical idealists. It does, say
the philosophical realists. Is the external world. as ideal-
ists insist, meretv a collection of sensations in one's head?
These hairsplitting issues are still in doubt, though the
conviction that objects exist, with or without witnesses. is
on the rise. Even so, and even with the benefit of hind-
sight. it is hard to believe that such a one as philosopher
Bertrand Russell really existed,

Ferin nearly every way imaginable, Russell's existence
was no common matter. Philosophically. he was some-
times an idealist and sometimes a realist. Physically. he
was something of an anomaly, a man slim. erect and fine
of profile. who yet resembled the Mad Hatter or. as nov-
dist Aldous Huxlev once described him. "one of those
extinct bird-lizards'ofthe Tertiary," .-\t the drop ofa hat,
he was prepared to dispute conventional wisdom. pre-
vailing orthodoxy. even common sense-as well as his
own most cherished convictions. He was sent to jail dur-
ing World War I for writing-that American troops in Eng-
land might be used to intimidate British strikers. (The
authorities claimed that Russell had prejudiced His
~tajesty's relations with the USA.) In the 1920s he visited
the Soviet Union bur. unlike most liberals of the time,
saw it J.S a repressive disaster area, Yet in his old age
Russell was best known as an anti-American •••••-drld-
class peacenik.

:U a thinker. he fixed Man's place as a footnote in an

128

Among schoolchildren: 6O-year~ld Russell holds •.•
hands with his students OIL Beacon Hill in the 19305"

He founded school in 19'27. encouraged free thought
about sex and religion. and daily orange juice,

obscure portion of the cosmic volume. He once-described
people as ~tiny lumps of impure carbon and water divid-
ing their time between labor to postpone their normal dis-
solution and frantic struggle to hasten it for Others. ~ Be-
fore his death in 1970. however. he wrote: "Three
passions. simple but overwhelminglv strong. have gO\"-

erred my life: the lnnging for 10\'e. the search for knowl-
edge, and unbearable pity for the suffering of mankind. ~

In 1950, when he won the Nobel Prize in Literature.
he became the only English philosopher and Nobel lau-
reate ever denied a post at an American university for.

among other things. advocating and practicing free 100·e.
But he was also. without doubt. the most brilliant. the
most inventive, the most fearless and the most contro-
versial philosopher of the 20th century. As well as. hands
down. the most prolific-more than 80 books. thousands
of ankles. 50,000 letters, about everything from the
foundations of pure mathematics to the cruelties of
Communism, from what makes a true statement true, to
the rx=ed for birth control.

Arguabl~ .. 100. he was the century's most influemial
philosopher. Though Gotttob Frege , a then obscure

German professor of mathematics. is 1I0W regarded as
the founder of mathematical logic, it was Russell, as the
main creator of what is known as analytic philosophy.
who first made questions about the nature and role of
logic and language central to philosophy.

This astonishing polcmarh was born in 1872. His god-
father was john Stuart Mill. the arch-advocate of liberty
and social justice, His grandfather Lord John Russell
(later. bt earl Russelll had twice served QUC'en victoria
as prime minister and perhaps saved England from revo-
lution by introducing the Reform Bill of 1832. His fa-

129
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(11) FROM HARRY RUJA

At the June 1993 Annual Meeting Harry Ruja will receive the
many contributions to Russell studies. We look forward,
Harry's banquet adress titled "Russell's Life in Photos."

BRS Award for his
too, to hearing

RSN 76, November 1992 asked for help in identifying this Russell quotation
displayed on the first page of the September 13, 1992 [Montreal] Gazette:
"The exercise of power is agreeable, especially when it is an obscure
individual who exercises power over a prominent one." In response to this
Harry wrote to us:

The quote. . has eluded me, but there is something similar in Chap.
5 of War Crimes in Vietnam (first published in The Mlnority of One, Feb.
1965): "Man is a quarrelsome and power-loving animal. Life without power
and without quarrels would seem to him a tame and tedious affair. From
the combination of quarrels and love of power most of history
proceeds ...."

Harry is often the source for materials reproduced in RSN. Here are two more
short newspaper clippings he provided, respectively from The Guardian, October
20, 1965 and The [London] Evening Standard, May 16, 1962.

Labour picks Lord
, '!tus~~s ~on.'-

Bertrand Huo;sell's younger snn,
Mr Conrad Russell, was chosen
last nizht as prospective Labour
parliamentary candidate for
South Paddinzton. ~lr Russell.
aJted 28, is a lecturer in modern
history at London University .• He
livt-s with his "'ift' in Hampstead.

In the ~eneral election. South
Paddinatnn was held for the
Conservatives hy Commander
Robert Allan with a m~Jo!"i of
3.399.

be' a' 'teUclaua
8ervlce. on SUnda1. ~ m&l'1t
h'ls 90th' birthday .. It ui,:·to
be a~ .. , . W, :mill, un, It.arlan
Qaur, "'n'tt',~ ~>. .

'!'he ;', ~e,~ Jte •• ,
Jer~ OorIng, ~ls "me:
'4 Wethou4rht 'Ita' rood thing
todo,' AlthoUgb Lord 1tUs.sell
wUl have ,rtothlnjlo,do With
any brganlsed religlol\.,'we
reet ne Is ' a:deeplyrelll1ous
man -In t;he real sense. ' '

or Ther'e' IS' ,also a storong
tam.l1yconnedlon 'wIth the
Unitarian' Church. His grand-
parent.') founded the Unlt&T-
Ian Church In London."

There wlll be an address on'
Ru~c;ell's slgnlncanee; a lesson
taktn from one of his books:
and a hymn written \?y hl5
uncle. Rollo Russell. " , ,

Lord Russpll h:\.'l not. been
Invlt ed t.o the servlce. •. 1
expect if we had oone-so.vwe
would have Rot a ratner
amusing refusal," says Mr.
(ffirln/C.
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(12) FROMKEN KORBIN

Longtime BRS member Ken Korbin asked for this Open Letter to be printed in
RSN. Ken refers to a videotape in the BRS Library of a Phil Donahue
television program featuring Gore Vidal. Anyone wishing to respond to Ken
may contact him directly at his New York address or may write to RSN.

March 1993

An Open Letter to BRS Members

It troubles me that the Russell Society Library continues to keep the
videocassette by Gore Vidal in its collection.

For at least the past 5 years, a great deal of information concerning Mr.
Vidal's anti-Semitic remarks and affiliations have been appearing in New
York City newspapers.

I myself mailed one particularly informative newspaper article about Vidal
to the BRS last summer.

If any other members of the BRS feel as strongly about this matter as I
do, please let me know.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

KEN KORBIN

P.O. Box 763
Village Station
New York, NY 10014

(13) THE SCIENTIFIC OUTLOOKUPDATED

Tim Madigan informed us of Timothy Ferris's May 13 ~ 1993 book review of
Understanding the Present: Science and the Soul of Modern Man by Brian
Appleyard (Doubleday, 269 pp , , $23.50) in The New York Review of Books. pp. 17-
19. Mr. Ferris begins his article with a summary examination of Russell's
book The Scientific Outlook and moves on to the body of his review by
reflecting, " ••. it's hardly surprising that controversy continues to flare
up over the Faustian question of whether science has at last gone too far."
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(14) REPORT FROM LEE AND JAN EISLER

Lee Eisler, BRS Vice President/Information and Editor Emeritus of RSN, and Jan
Eisler now spend the warm months in Coopersburg, Pennsylvania and the cool
months in Madeira Beach, Florida. We were very happy to learn the following
about Lee's most recent large-scale writing project: "Prometheus Books
expects to publish my book--The Quotable Bertrand Russell--in May 93.... A
mailing from H.H. Waldo, Bookseller lists the book among his books for sale,
and calls it a new paperback, 235 pp. Prometheus says the price is $16.95."
It will be good to see the Eislers again at the 1993 Annual Meeting in San
Diego. We hope that Lee's book might be on display then and would be
delighted to have an autograph session!

Here is more important news from Lee:

The Virgin Mary Has an 800 Number

Several large billboards in the St. Petersburg, FL area were advertising
this fact (if, in fact, it was a fact).

It was.

We called the number -- 1-800-882-MARY -- and got the following recorded
message:

The Virgin Mary has been appearing on Long Island, New York,
with an urgent message for the world. To receive this message,
along with your free brochure, leave your name and address at
the tone, and it will be sent to you through the mail at no
cost. At the tone, please speak clearly, and spell out your
mailing address. And may God bless you.

We of course followed these heaven-sent instructions, and await the
outcome with considerable anticipation.

(15) REVIEW OF NEW POPPER BOOK

We recommend reading Ernest Gellner's review of In Search of a Better World:
Lectures and Essays of Thirty Years by Sir Karl Popper (Routledge, 256 pp.
$25), appearing in The New Republic, issue 4,083, pp , 35-38. Sir Karl was
the recipient of the 1992BRS Award. In his review, Gellner refers to Russell
as one "of the prophets of liberalism I have met . . . [who] were personally
liberal and tolerant...•"
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(16) SHEILA TURCON ON RUSSELL'S TITLE

The good work done by Sheila Turcon at the Bertrand Russell Archives and the
Russell Editorial Project at McMaster University ends on June 15, when she
leaves her current position there. Russell researchers, including many BRS
members, are indebted to Sheila for her consistent professionalism and
commitment to Russell studies. We were particularly pleased that Sheila was
able to participate in the 1992 BRS Annual Meeting in Washington, DC, and we
hope to see her again at some of our future meetings. We are grateful to
Sheila for having contributed the following article to RSN.

Lord Bertrand?--Never

With my time of employment at the Russell Editorial Project coming to
an end, it seems appropriate to record all I know about Bertrand Russell's
title less, alas, it be lost forever. One of my first tasks with the Project
was to index Volume I of The Collected Papers. I was instructed to get all
the titles correct so we would not be pilloried by British reviewers as
colonial hicks.

Lord John Russell was born the son of the Duke of Bedford in 1792. His
title was a courtesy title as a younger son of a peer. His oldest brother,
the heir to the dukedom, took the Duke's second title, Marquess of Tavistock,
as a courtesy. Holders of courtesy titles are not eligible to sit in the
House of Lords. The second title continued to be held by the father but was
used by his eldest son. The styling of Lord John's title (i.e. the inclusion
of his first name) told all those familiar with the British system of titles
exactly what his status was. He married, in 1841, Lady Frances Elliot, the
daughter of the Earl of Minto. In her case, the styling indicated something
different, i.e. that her title came by birth from her father. Upon marriage
women had to take the titles of their husbands, if they had titles to give
them. Thus she became Lady John Russell. If she had married outside the
nobility she could have kept the Lady Frances styling. A good example of this
is one of Russell's mistresses, Lady Constance Malleson (daughter of Earl
Annesley but married to a commoner, Miles Malleson). Lady John was an
official title and not a nickname indicative of her ferocity (as was once
thought by some).

Younger sons with courtesy titles are not able to pass on their titles
to the next generation. When Lord John was created Earl Russell and Viscount
Amberley in 1861 by Queen Victoria for his service to the nation in a variety
of posts in~luding Prime Minister, he became a peer, gaining titles which he
was able to pass en to his children. His oldest son John took the second
title, Viscount Amberley, as a courtesy. The Earl's younger sons become the
Hon. William Russell and the Hon. Rollo Russell. An earldom is of lesser rank
than a dukedom; the titles of the sons are therefore different. The titles of
the daughters are the same; his daughter Agatha became Lady Agatha. And his
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wife Frances became Countess Russell (alternatively Lady Russell). [Note:
for indexing purposes: Russell, Frances, Lady NOT Russell, Lady Frances.]
The confusion arises, I think, because both Lord John Russell and Lord Russell
are correct for the first Earl Russell at different stages in his life. Lord
Russell is an alternative styling for Earl Russell and the only acceptable
form of second person address; both styles are fine for third person.

But for Viscount Amberley's younger son, Bertrand, only two stylings
are correct: the Hon. Bertrand Russell and Earl Russell (alternatively Lord
Russell). Bertrand was never known as Viscount Amberley because he was never
the.oldest son of an Earl. And when he succeeded in 1931 on the death of his
brother Frank, the second Earl, he already had a son of his own. Although
he succeeded to both titles, he used only the senior one'. His son, John
Conrad took the second title, Viscount Amberley, as a courtesy and his
daughter became Lady Katharine. Bertrand did not gain a seat in the House
of Lords immediately. Sufficient time had to pass (11 months!) to ensure that
Frank's long-estranged wife Elizabeth would not give birth to an heir.

Although by that time Russell was well known as simply Bertrand Russell
and continued to publish under that name, he was well aware of all the
information I have just imparted to you, and, no doubt, could have explained
it all more clearly. But take heart, even Frank could get confused by all
this. He states in his autobiography, My Life and Adventures, p , 42: "I was
no longer Viscount Amberley, I was Earl Russell--wretched child of twelve!"
Even if he is correct about being Viscount Amberley (he was not, after all,
the oldest son of an Earl) he is wrong about losing the Amberley title; it
was his for life.

Russell made several statements to the press that I know of concerning
his title. Here are few of them.

1. His announcement, on his succession, with his wife Dora, in March
1931: "Lord and Lady Russell state that they only propose to make us of their
title when it is strictly necessary for formal occasions. In the household
and ordinary life they and their children will continue to be styled as
before. For the purpose of his literary work, Mr. Russell will continue to
write as Bertrand Russell. Mrs. Russell, on democratic and feminist grounds,
wishes to preserve her identity as Dora Russell, in which name she has
hitherto written."

Note: the styling Dora Russell, rather than Mrs. Bertrand Russell
broke conventions of the time; Mrs. Dora Russell was the styling of a divorced
woman. In 1926 Russell, in an interview with Crystal Eastman, stated: "I
admit I should not like to have become Mr. Dora Black."

It was also in 1931 that the story resurfaced that Russell would have
taken the title Lord Snooks if he had been given a title to swell the
membership of the House of Lords in 1911.

2. Letter to the editor of The New Stateman and Nation, 25 June 1932:
"By an inadvertence for which I am not responsible, my signature appears in
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your issue of June 18th as "Russell." [Note: this is the correct signature
for a peer.] Ever since, through no fault of my own, I became a peer, I have
been trying to persuade my snobbish countrymeri not to use my title, but it
i~ up-hill work."

3. Divorced from Dora and living with his new wife, Patricia, in the
United States: "American journalists say I refused the title. That isn't
so. It irritated me to get anonymity as Lord Russell since my reputation was
established as Bertrand Russell, but there is no known method of losing a
title except to be accused of high treason and have your head cut off on Tower
Hill, which hasn't been done for centuries." 14 March 1943.

Patricia Russell had this light-hearted comment to make in Princeton,
N.J. on 7 Feb. 1944: "It [the title] is such a handicap. Sometimes we do,
sometimes we don't. In shops when they asked for my name I used to say Lady
Russell. The girl would look puzzled and say, 'But is it Miss Lady Russell
or Mrs. Lady Russell?'"

4. On their return to England, their position seemed to harden: "I
must state again that except where my nom-de-plume is concerned, I prefer to
be known as Lord Russell. It is still frequently assumed that I prefer to
be known as 'Mr. Russell' or "Professor Russell' or 'Doctor Russell' or
anything rather than 'Lord Russell.' This is erroneous. I have never wished
to be called 'Mr.' and I am not a doctor or a professor. What is particularly
annoying is a widespread practice of alluding to me as 'Mr. Russell' and to
my wife as 'Lady Russell' giving the utterly false impression that my wife
wishes to use her title while I do not wish to use mine. In fact, she has
simply adopted my own usage." 19 May 1945.

5. Later in life he signed many letters to the editor as "Russell."
Edith Russell's papers contain a typed information slip for domestic staff
on how to properly address them using their titles. Russell made this
statement on her title: "To call my wife Lady Edith Finch Russell implies
that she is the daughter of a Duke, a Marquis or an Earl, and that I am not
a peer. You must call her either Lady Russell or Countess Russell." 16 Sept.
1958. The mistake was to equate Edith's ranking to that of Lady Constance
Malleson, when it was, in fact, the exact opposite.

To LnquLrLng correspondents, however, Russell often replied:
not care two pins how I am addressed."

"I do

(17) OFFICERS OF THE BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY

Chairman of the Board of Directors--Marvin Kohl. President--Michael J.
Rockier. Vice President--John Lenz. Vice President/lnformation--Lee Eisler.
Secretary--Donald W. Jackanicz. Treasurer--Dennis J. Darland.
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(18) RUSSELL'S 23 JULY 1961 STATEMENT

Tom Stanley located this reprinted statement
1961-62, 10th Anniversary. Tom regrets to
aware of where it was originally published.

in The Living Theatre Repertory,
report, however, that he is not
Can you supply this information?

STATEMENT

23 July, 1961

Bertrand Russell

Most people in this country, 01 well as in other countries. appear to be unaware that the Govern-

ments of East and West or. solemnly preparing, by mutual vituperation, to create a general stote of mind
in which the nuclear war, as almost all experts ore agreed. means, not only the extermination of nine-
tenths of the populations of Russia and the United States, but 0110 - what for us in Britain, is peculiarly
important _ the total and complete •• 'ermination of the whol. population of Western Europe and Brit·

ain. Perhops, to be Krupulously exact, one should make one small exception: if it should happen that,
throughout the few days of war, the wind bl.w co",nuously from the West, there might be a few
dozen survivors in the Outer Hebrides. A nuclear war would wipe out Europe completely and North
America as a component of civilization. If it w.r. not happening, I should have thought it inconceivable
thaf ministers, hitherto uncertified, could calmly contemplate this wanton and merciless disaster. Yet, so
it is Statements have been recently mod. on both sides of the Iron Curtain claiming that in a nuclear
war the side to which tne speak.r belonged might achieve victory. This is utterly nonsense; and must be
known to b. nonsense by those who utter it, unl." they are criminally ignorant of thing, which it is
their duty to know. The peril is imminent ond deadly. aefor. the end of the year w. may all be dead
_ you, your children if you have any, your wife or husband, our friends, and all who make up the pop·
ulation of our neighborhood and your country. If you do nothing, during the coming weeks of crisis, you
will have your share in the blome. You will have yaur part in the crime of killing 011 thOle whOtl'l you
cere for. The Govern ••••nts can be stopped in their mad folly, but they can only be stopped by a vast
movement of protests in which all sane men end women must take part. The time may be short. Ac·
tion must be NOW, or it may b. too late.

The one thing for which ••e must stand Is that the differences between East and West, whether
about Serlin or about any other issue, must be settled. by negotiation and not by war - for wor, in the
nuclear age, con leave nothing standing that either side could possibly desire. I call upon the popu-
lation of this country, and of every other country that is willing to listen, to rise in a vost protest with
the cry, "Negotiation, no war." If you wish to live. if you wish those you care for to live, if you core fer
your country. jf you care for human achievement, it is your duty, in this moment of supreme danger, to
do all that lies in your power to bring some spark of reason and humanity into the minds and hearts of
those who control the destinies of East and We,t.

IT'e bare ","ally tried to publilh in osr prog,am, some article u,hich we thollght would be
01 interest 10 oer aliaiencI" about contemporary theatre, sometimes a poem, or an tJJay. or a state-
ment. SeekiniS some new piere for this program, we found that again and again nothing seemed
quite 10 important, so relevant, as tbis eloquent and mO"ing statement by Bertrand Russell. Since
ther~ u-ill be no theatre if there is no world, it "emed to liS the most important thing to p"blish
at tbis moment, and, the ,pace beit'g available, u'e cOllld not slippreH the felt 'zeed to Pllt it in
p,int.

J. B., ]. M.
November. 1961
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AYER UPON RUSSELL'S 100TH BIRTHDAY

The late Sir Alfred Ayer,
and an honorary
lOOth birthday.
Thanks to Harry

himself one
BRS member, wrote this
It appeared on May 18,

Ruja for this article.

of the century's foremost philosophers
tribute upon the occasion of Russell's
1972 in the [London] Evening Standard.

Bertrand Russell, who was borg 100 years,
ago today ahd died in 1970,was once asked
what he would say after death if confronted
by his Maker. His reply: "I should say
•God-s-why did you make the evidence of
your existence so insufficient ? J". Here is a
centenary tribute tov one 01 "!hl!,.'greatest
Englishmen of 'the twentieth century ...

Bertrand
Russell: the

•passion
inside the
sceptic ...

, TODAY JiS the e.n~
, 91 tI1f: birth 01 the m""t
lmpartant pIIJIIooopher an<!
O!ie 91 'U1e·.ilreateU'
~enof 'U1e,tweR-

~iur7,'~
.~ borri,on lOia.y.
~d dled. onlv 11"
little' more tbBr1.two yean .
ago, OIl February 2, 1970.

To fIhe' end of h1.s long
lite, be reta.t.:aed the
lucld1rt.y. the wtt, the wide

~~~~~d~~~c~
tor human wel!ere which
bad always' been. cbarac-
tertsuc of him. He came
closer than any other man
of our time to rea.l..ksIDg the.
Platonic ideal of a philo-
sopher as' one who com-
bdnes untversat learning
with an active enp.gement
In practIca.1 affairs.

It was. ·indeed. mainly
throurh the political activity
in which he eneaaed towards!
the close or hIs Ute, :1I~d'
throuRtl 'his work as a'lloclal
and moral Dropapndlst that;
Russell came to enjoy wond-
wiele fame: but. It. Js to his,
philosophical work, and:
I!'s~claUy that which he'

=~~A:~~~.n; on
P'rom the bfCtnnl.nc h. •••

~otlat.ely oppo.aed to tbt •• r

~~~~"=ln':
eonftk:( wl.Ctl aU&hOnty. Ke •••
ftnt. of all lined. on MXlOum of
•. pomphJtt wbioeb be b&4 WT1t-
tln in sereeee 01 •. t'OIUdmt.loutr~r~~:I~O~~~
a'le' had. Impfttod· tbat. t.be
AmffM:an Arm)' ratcbl -be lea
dflcl •.at In ftlbttnc the Oer-
mana. t.b:an· III poaJac C»WD
&tztke.s. &dnc 1Dprl!Jm j1\ft h1m
)ebUr6 to w:rt~ an Int:oduetlon
to ),tathrmaUC$.I·ft\Uoeophy aDd
to bc'ctn ••'Ort on his boOk Tbt

A~~ ~~e \WO very
;~ ~~~r;;1~;J~k"r

anc1 'T'nJt.h.; whtch ('II.
hi' sn'enUtth )'e&r.
Knowlt'dp: Its 8copt'
~\·f>n}·e:l.rs la~1",»
verv ~lU'Cf'Ntu.t Kll'tor, 0'
weeeern Pht~. Ru.wf'tl 90"3

In('reash\tI'J~' occupll"d af\t'r t,t,
f'Irl'it World wer ~'Hh prH'f;('.1
Qtlt!'t:.ons ot mor:lb and polill('~

He ,,"C"C'~r4 to t,h~' E.1rldom

W~:~f~tr~= ~k," ~n~:.
("I!l~ inrtuenee th",~Ul putt-
uc sPM);lnr and CTltlnc· ~
gt-thtr ll'lth hiS H'f'ond "Ifro,
Do:'1\, he fMlO<k'd and 1:lriprod to
run a Pl"OlT,,"I\'~ prunar')' St'hool,
P.lrU,y fo~ tnro <"rtut"':\t)On of hI'
("-0 ci..:1rr fhUJrron, .In;:! he' "'TOU'
,\ .·1l1ro \.• new of boOU. pullaral
.\(1("1111, hl'<lorlroll, st'jf'nufk', 0130
Itl .•1PtUc.,l ",'ron iDdu.1lnC ~~"'O
volumes of S\Q,,""t "'onf'lll

KIll Jlbf'ul \'U"'~ l'n ~h toPIC"
:u :\Iarn:l"ro and ~O:-.111i1l0~
~m onl~ M'nl'lblf", :l\lt Uu·y "'",",

Destroy
"onoau ('.•ree 1.0RuMtU I.Dhll

okS a..r:"-h~ •..•••• ardf<d l.bt
O:M"t.n l't' Aael the f'iObtl P'I"tU
fot Ut4"'tu~ In lMO-4tul thll
did not mAl:," him An" mON

f~t~ll"r;oh~U~~\o ~,~:
th&t thl' poIk'lM' of ~ Br1Uab
and '\111 lnotf' the A,""lrt.n

~"tGt;n~'I~;j~ro ~.~:!::Mt;:~
~"I~I~rl~~~~ hl~ ~~,,;?r~m

HI' Id"tQl"aCl' a.nd p:oact\{"fOof
('Inl dltobrodironf"'f' :n ('('In:1~uon
"'IUI trr Campalen lor N\I('l.ar
0\. a rrn ,I m ron t (":tUM-,t l;lm.
toeflU1tt "Ull hl' IOllrth •.-11("
Bchtt1. Main 10 bI' .••.nt tn
prL'On In hi' ~,\ 1\ \ ••• r n,
u-nl.f'"ncf' C'f'N' ("om"'Ill"" I'tfl

~~;U~f.-r:f (\('~~~~~hrlrl~.• ~'::
Ln "ro .•••'" !lM{)!LAI'

Brn~lU1d nu~lI hkl'd W bf'
C"Oft\$'l&r'f"d ,n \'",1~11""l".an4 hI'
dHt. _11df'f"d. r •••••rmbW> \."C'ltaU"t'
:n 1\:' '''''1'111 ••....,,, .•••• hI" "'"PrD,
ha \lilt and ltv' f'koC'al'\("" rot hl.l
.•t)!ro 'YUh all \.hI... M •.•.••.
c:uJorh l'n"ronl~r U'IU\Ir." tb-.o
·;"ll"'l" ••:1<1a n,·blror man.

accompltshed In his youth
and early middle age. that he
will chleny owe his place In
history.

Here too his range was
exceptIonally wide. He him-
self att.:1ched 'the greatest.
vatue to Ute 'work which he
did on ma.thema.tlcal logic.
out he also made Important.
~ontrlbutlons to the philo-
:;ophy of logic, In a. wide
sense. to the tneorv of know-
ledge and to the theory of
being,

TOlI:ether with his frIend
G. F.. Moore Bud hi," pupil
L u d wig Wlttgensteln he
inspired the :malytlClll move-
r;:~ltll~l:oh~~oE~l~rISh~~~~~~
lng phllo.'iOpherl'i, hall b('('\1
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(20) "BERTRAND RUSSELL CHALLENGES THE NEW INTOLERANCE"

Thanks again
Religion and

to Harry
Science

Ruja for supplying the Henry Hazlitt review of Russell's
appearing in The New York Times Book Review, December

29, 1935, p , 2.

Bertrand Russell Challenges
The New Intolerance

_.--••-.""-

His NCfV Book Inoests the Fundamental Conilicts 0/ Four
Centuries of SCIence and Religion With Fresh 'Interest

IULIOION .l.ND BCIIlNClI. B.
B~ R.....a. 271",. New
York: B••..• Bolt III Co. $2-

s" BIrNa., BHU'fT

IN Ut.LI Y'OJu.meXl'. Ru.-n
~." many WTf.ten have
bot... IWn, ••••. Ionc hJotDry
of the ~ 01 adenoe and

relJ.c1on0ftI" tIMi lut 400 ,....,..:
but ••• _ In InveoUna' th.
subject With •. freIh tntereA. He
beg1na wit2l the Copemtcan NTO-
hlUon. t.elI1nc' once me"" bow
Calneo ••• forced by the dnuc:b
to "a.bIare. eune and deled" hs.
-17'~ oplnloo that
the -.nil ••• not the center of
Ute unlorer-. but r"n'Otved around
tM: aIft. U. d.-a1t.. the lone
oentw1es durtne wtlJda comeu
were reprded DOt •• ~'1f"1!nJ:7

_.. """"nc ••• "CU1ar paI.ha
but •• OrDe:DIIOIl ~r. He telb
of the oppMlUon to the doctrtne
ot nolut1on-nral in utronomy.
then in 1"eO&oo and, •.t lUt. in
biology.' He de.crtbe-athe long

'~thC: be~;~rU::amW;::'
that the bediM 04 the me)( and In-
eane ""ere inhabited by evn aplnta."
wtl.lch could be driven out only by
vile medtC"lnea. beaUng or torture.
He df'!'VOte- coMderable apace to
the belld In witchcraft. which
led. between the yMf'II 1450 end
lMO, to the pulUnC to death.
mo.lly by burning, of ~rh&ps &

hundred thouaand witch"" In (~r-
many alone: he -..cTl~ thlll peree-
cuucn In large part to Utf' blbllC'a1
trxt, "rnou NUlit nnt lfut't',.r a
witch to live."

Mr. 1l1J..-1I th~" tumllt to _-
,.ral pl"Oblrm. which AN! .UIl lIfUh-
J,.t:U nt' contmvenry- Otl'! r,.hlllon
?' the ".-,tIl" to th•• "hotly." ,I,.·

lennlnian and tree will, the valid· \
Ity at myft.Idam., the ex1atenoe at.
"coanlc purpoee," the ~laUon of
ecrenee and ethIcs. On the tint
problem Mr. RWUW'1l conclude. that
In the preRnt .tate ot psychology
and phyalology, belief in Immor-
lamy Can claIm no wpport from
eerenee. and u",t web argumenu;
•• are poaaJble on the eubject
point to the probable extincUon of
~l'1!oOnallty at death. lte reJe.cts
dMermlnllim _ an abeolule metA-
phy"lcal doctrinc, but accept. It ••
A limited workln& hypotheel!! tor
"dc;,nce. lie doc_ not agree )VIth
F..ddlngton thAt our dillcoverle8
about the nature ot the atom have
re-e8tabllahf!olt the exlft\enu of
"fr~ will" eithcr In nuln or In tht
unlvel"8(! •• a whotf'. He reJect8
the elalma of the m)"IIt1C11when
they ~rl that the unlvuR ~ an
Intllvtllible unity. that evil Lll
IIlwtOry, or that Ume I. u~RJ;

he doetl not admit any meihod of
arnvlnR' at truth except that of
sctenee, but: concedes \h"t In the
emotlonal reetm the myllilcal ex-
perience may have value. Uf'! r-e-
jecta tne bener or lIU("h' l'tC1f!nll.tJ!J
and· phlloeophera •.•• J. Arthur
Thotn80n. J. 6. lIaltlane. Alex-
Ander. UerK"On "'Ht Lloyd Mor~an
th,,'t Ule untveree at Itut ~vf"alll
evtdence or CoaImlc Purpoae:

It It I. the rurJlOAe of the
eotlmallt to evolve mlnd, Wf" mUllt
"'ltan! It ••• Nlthf"r Inconlpt'I"llt
In hAvln« prodllC'f'd ••.• IIUI,. In
mch •. It)n~ tf me.••• MIlII, ""

" <11r1OIl. Acclll,.nt In lit h"rlc-
we te r, I_ Intl'lIlftlhl,.: hI" 1111l<.·
ttlr,. nt vlrtllt"11 "ntt ,,1("1"" III "lIrh
•• mllCht h<""xJlf'd,..1 10 n'I'IJ1(
(rum •. (ortuU"u" orl~ln Hut
only abY.TlU\1 M'1(·(:ornpl"r,·nry
I""n eee In Man" r,.,,""n wlll"'l

OInnlacleDce would conatder ade.
quate u & rw:aoUve for the Cr&-
alor.

On the relaUon 01 .o8'f1()& to
ethIe.. ~r. Rua.ll'. I"t';UGnlq 1.1
rather curtou. He be&'tN by ''&d.
mltunc" that :'~ence bu not.bJrlC
to _,. about 'vaJu". H Sdenoe ta
b&Md .-olely 011 eTideDee; -..aIU ••••
a,.. derived entlnly trom c:se.tr'N
and emoUona, and tbere ean be no
&rgWftI' about tbem. He tben are
nftll at uu. remarkable 'concha-
alon: •

WhU. It re true that ectenee
tannOt, dedde queetiona of value.,
that fa beeau. tbey cannot be
lnteuectua1ly dedded at au. and
lte outlide Ute realm of truth
and f&Wehood. Whatever knowl.
ec1I'e la att&1nable mug be at.
tained by adenUflc: method.a:
and what -etenee cannot dfa..
COY'8T. m&nk.1nd c:a.nnot know.
In tb.LI pa-.. Mr. RUDell tn

effect Jdanutlell ·'ad.nee" with tbe
whole neld of lmowlede-. ~ can
be done DAly by robbing the word ...
or mOllt or Ita ap«lal U8et\1Jne;a
and meaning. Before the eppeer-
&nC8 ot CaJUeo, "aclence" •• we
thLnk ot It today hardJy exl.tt"d.
yet PriiMU. .talesmen. eoldlers.
courte.ana, painters and cathedral
buUden ~rtalnly knew a anat
deaJ. even If their knowled~ WIIJII
not "ectenttne." seteeee I•• Imply
k,nowledKe of a pArticular ItOrt _.
prrc18e. t ••• tiPd. and capabJe o( be·
InR' lftated in U1e form of "laws"
or broad Kf'nt'ral17.attona.

TtlI'! troth I" thAt Kf'lnl"ralknowl-
fflJfl'!. and f'!Vf'n AClpnllflc knowl·

: f"dr. hAVf'I Il Kreat dKJ to ""y
about ''valu,"".'' "V"hl""" ,,~ nnt
n.w <1nlm Ilnll m,.r,.ly lrurtlnrllv,.
AJlJN'titM. hut th •••••••"UUA· of tnl,.,.·
p~t1nK "nd t"l"flf"'t:t1nrurnn IItlr
r1NIl"f"lt In nol"'lon to lhf'! n"turnl
W'OTldand to other men. Eve1:I. Mr..\
R~ll·e owr( •• lecte<I IUu.lraUon.l
do not I'U1tporthIa eontantlol'l: .•It
one man ••. ya, 'Oyaen are rood.'

I
and another .,.., 'I think tb@)' ~ nate emoUonaJ malte--up. WhIle It 1 Ria tina.! arumus, Indeed, !..1 not
bad,' ~ recocmze that then Lt 88eI'DI tmprot.ble that ethJClI will ag&inst lht" "older ~:Igion." which

,noLhin&'to arcue about. .• But tneee ever become an exact ecteece. hu become "pur.1:':'d and 10 many
may be a gTe&1deal to &rJUe tbere 11no reuon to leave It to tn- way. becenctsr," but &g'&irut tne
about. It you can prove adenuti- tellectuaJ dt.a~. The problem Ls new intolerance:
cally, or even irld1ca.le& faJr prob- one. u Mr. Russell ba.I himaelf The threat tb Lr.tdl~u&l tree-
&bWty, that Ofll.era are either reeocn1%ed on • previou. oecaaion, dom I.Jgreater ~ our day t1l.a.rlat
tuLrm.tu1 or beneftelaJ. to health. you at mara etff'Ctlvely reconciling and any time l!.nee 1660; but It doe-s
wtll probably pt one man to hannontz1n&' conI1ktlng dm.rea. Dot now come from the Chris-
C'J1an;'eh1a op1niOl1.Even h1II pre-. both within the individual and be- tian churclles. It comes from

viOWlUldng or diallke tar the mere tween the iDdlvidual and eod~ty. ~;;~m:~':; ~~~~:n~c~
t4ale o! oyst.erWwUl be a.ttected To wh1ch It mua be added that the all who value ectennnc kno •....•.l.
by new knowI~. at tbetr cease- int~lIeetual and emotl.on.a.latmil&ri- edge. to pl"'Ote.rta.g-a.1.n.1;tthe new
queneea. Ues between men. and their or- fOrml or peeeeeuucn rather than

Tbe effect ot knowledge lor ga.n1e aoc1&! Interdependence. par- to cong-ratulate them.selve!Icom-

[

ignorance) and logte (or Worle) tiC\1~y In the intellectual and ~:~~;n(~~~.n .t~~ ~~ki~~i~~
on persona.! preference 1. mUCh emotional aphe~ are much eommuruem should make WI un-
greater th&n Mr. Russell ImpHe-. £Te&ter than Mr. RUMeU'. argu- willing to reccgraee- ••••.hal l.3
And the u!~te dMiJ'ea of dlf- ment lmpUes. amia in RUMia. or to reettze
ferent men do DOt vary nearly But even on the polnU on which that a rlgime whlcb &.I10w3 ~o
,u .widely from each other •• he one d~d 1n a book at ~:I~~":~~ed~~~~ ~
appeara to eeuese: Fueiata and thla type there will neeeaa&rtly be the oteccvery of new knowltd,i:e.
CommunlllUi dtaa«n'e much eecee many-the diacwaion 1.1 alwa)"3 Nor. ccnvereety. ahould & dislike
~ or ~eftDCQ tn political ecute and, Wuminating. Mr. Rl1.3- ~ ~:~~~~~~e orlil~c1:~i::~~i~~
and economic interpretation than eeu h~ endeavored to state oppca- which have been perpetrated In
because of dirre~cf!ll ln thelr In· inb pomla at view with fairness. suppressing' them In Gtrma.ny.
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EARLY REVIEW OF RUSSELL'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY

This review of the first volume of Russell's autobiography appeared sometime
in 1967 in an unidentified Madison, Wisconsin newspaper. Note the last line
indicating the review was issued by the New York Times News Service.

Antidote by Bertrand Russell
m.tic lhl~ only wllell"'e appetite lor . '\IIat big book I, ., good readin. as this
more. He ~ade a stron, friend In Gil· "It. By THOMAS LASK
bert MWTa,., "hose translations of Euri~ , etl "'7 .••• y•• n..- N••• ""lei

pides delil"ted him. And hi' friendsblp
wll/a,losepll Conr.d, which ".s not of
IonI dur.aoa, ran lurprislngly deep.
la hfa *aUnp With these people and

oIIlen ••. known to tile public, Ru.
JlIII 4llIlllOt merely willie aw.y the time.
TIle daYI and visits were IptIlt In lood
laI¥', In discUlSioll, In Marcl>InI qlltlltion
aod .nswer. TIle almolphtre, judglnl
~oln Russen', wrllinp and the letterl
in<l.-ed In the book, must have been
uIIiIJlralln,.

It wun't 181m he lot to Cambridp
IIat he reall1 flowered and felt hie own
_tal power. RillMII cal\llOllIY tJIOUIh
.Nut lbat ,lIDlvrnlty. 'IbI 'timulus it
provided and the friend!, the horizons it

R•••• U Ia tIIeM flrll a .f hi. opened up JIIlldeIt .11 thai a youn, m.n
life _It bYe .ad • .,..,. ••••••••• with a devourln. lnltl1ect could h•••
••••. Ilalldl.. •••••• wIIbecI.

He .dmired aM.OII\Joym the :_pany Aller Cambrid&. tho memoirl divide
of a whole 'f'anp of people, •••• III turn Into two U-: hil marri.ge .nd c1i.
ad~i1te<l him. When hlI marrillO !lid .1- worce and lbe wrilinl of "TIle PrInciples
ready been on the rocks for y•••• ilia of Mathematics" and, with WhItehead,
wife (not yel dIVorced) wrole 1dIlI. of "PrInc:IpIJl ••• lbemalles."
lender and loving leller than ilI_ at the ,... •••• •••.•••• 'lI"end al
IIlOIt movillllllddtnb In tho book. WID •• 1M ,.,a/)'Ilal e•••••• 1 lei·

His I'IvertllCl! for tile phIIoeopher G. E. do.......... Mme Idea •• w ard_1
Moore w., juat short 01 Idolalr)'. AI Is •••• lldelledaal ,••••. CD be•
•••ell knewn, be eoIIaboralod willi A1fred' II ••••• a1Io durinI thJa decade thai bis
North WhItehead. lbe "PrladpIa ••••• IIIIft'IaCe broke up.
emaltca" and hli dIapt4I' • 111M••• •••• •• l1li*1 ••••••• tile !leok

Ia ., _ II wIlat ••• wtrIi: wu •••• 1.
H. __ out a hint her. IIIl1 there

bullOlMlbllll II more auImaDet w•• t.:
order. PerIlapl be 11reJy!n&ali boob lib
the Eper and na- "IOlum•• the
balie wrillllp or tile P. A. Schllpp com.
prebenIl.. _1 of bIs pllllOlOphy to
take up the slact.

'IbII "IOlume isllbvioully not a sub-
slllule for l/ae 1Ife thai will be wrillte.
011 lIIe •••. band ••• WiJJbe lucky U

"'rk Aat••••••••••• Jerlr.od aD"
_U,IIn·utI."" ",tI. AlI••lIc·Ullle.•••••••••••

This relaxed and chally, If random,
menWr' (yOll can hear Lord RUlllII die-
IItbii ill will aerve as a happy .nlidote
10 the plcturee of the itsI>', w.apish,
prunela<ed lI•••.e •••• have had served
Up 10 \II ill the last d~ado or 10 In tile
pre •• and •.•• viIioa.

TIlere is p1~ of bite In these pal",
especlllly in thosarcIealins wiih his Mar
family and the di'taDt AmericlI\I, .,e 01
Whom he married. Rut tile prevallilg
Impression a reader will-uke •• ay iI·'"
1IherN_dtl1neo"'" proIIlJIllIlf charltter
Ik.lcbei.., il'l •••••••• IIIl1lr1ind.

BERTIlAND RUSSELL
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(22) AN~LL]S REVIEW OF PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS, 1896-99

Thanks to BRS member Irving H. Anellis for allowing us to use these excerpts
from his review of The Collected Papers of Bertrand Russell: Volume 2,
Philosophical Papers, 1896-99, edited by Nicholas Griffin and Albert C. Lewis.
His much longer full review originally appeared in Modern Logic, vol. 3, no.
2, February 1993, pp. 192-200.

I once heard an undergraduate philosophy instructor seriously
proclaim that Bertrand Russell's reputation was so great that, if he chose
to scribble notes on bathroom tissue, any distinguishe'd philosophical
journal to which he might. submit those scribblings would publish them
forthwith and without question. Something of this sort has come to pass.
It is also popular opinion that Russell could write a paper straight
through, without having to make corrections. While this may have become
true through many decades of practice on Russell's part, it was certainly
far from true for the pre-Principia Russell who had barely finished his
studies at Cambridge when the materials included in the present volume
were first penned.

This book is the result of a considerable amount of scholarly effort
by historians of mathematics, by the secretarial and production staff of
the Bertrand Russell Editorial Project (BREP) and the personnel of the
Russell Archives at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. It took
over a decade for the preparation of this volume; work on it had already
begun by Gregory H. Moore and philosopher Nicholas Griffin before I
arrived for a one-year stint at BREP in June 1982. After I left, work
was taken up again by Moore and Albert C. Lewis, with Griffin providing
the continuity during the entire period. Was it worth the effort, the
time? •.

The materials published in this volume, taken cumulatively, give the
impression of a young man, barely out of college, who, having held his
thoughts in check while in school, was now impelled by a strong burst of
loosed energy too long pent up, to write down every thought he had ever
had up to that time. This frenetic work pace, together with the
philosophical baggage that distorted Russell's view of the work in
analysis and set theory (and'most of all of Cantor's work in set theory),
might help to account for the egregious errors in Russell's first attempts
to understand Cantorian set theory which I have enumerated in previous
papers, including, for example, his failure to understand or accept the
distinction between natural numbers and the reals. But I am not totally
convinced that this by itself, or even in concert with Russell's "poor"
mathematical education, is sufficient to explain Russell's difficulties
in comprehending Cantor. I spent a year working on many of the materials
found in the first part of this volume, and the longer I worked with the
materials, the more I felt that there was a deeper problem than Russell's
distorting philosophical prism or his poor mathematical training. This
may appear to be unfair to Russell, and it leaves the problem of
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explaining how Russell could have been so "dense"--excuse the pun--about
Cantorian set theory during this time and still have evolved in only a
few short years into the titan of logic who co-authored the Principia .•••

In the end, our sense of disappointment at Russell's lack of
mathematical acuity in these writings remains, especially as regards his
treatment of set theory and foundations of analysis. We are thus
inexorably led to the question of the value of the volume we have here.
I found nothing to suggest that the material included in this volume has
an intrinsic interest of its own. It neither portends great mathematical
achievements from Russell in the future nor presents any long-lasting or
significant contributions of its own. If one believes that, at least for
the decade or so between 1900 or 1903 and 1913, RusseLl, achieved the
status of a mathematical genius as exemplified by his work in logic, then
the primary value of this book is in the inspiration it offers respecting
the kind of remarkable improvement that can be made in a very short time
by a clever and dedicated student--with or without the help of an
outstanding mentor such. as Whitehead--despite a previously inadequate
education. On a more sober note, this book is worthy of the attention
of philosophers of mathematics and philosophers of science who wish to
trace Russell's development from his early Hegelian idealism to his later
realism and learn how the early idealism shaped his thinking in philosophy
of mathematics and philosophy of science. It is dubious that even the
most dedicated of Russell scholars specializing in philosophy of
mathematics or philosophy of science will find it worth the $150+
pricetag, however. And for the more sceptical, for those who do not
believe in miracles that take one from mathematical mediocrity to genius
almost overnight, the question remains, whether the unpublished materials
that were included in this volume ought not remain unpublished. This was
a question which I asked myself when I was working on some of the
materials contained between these covers. If they are judged on their
own merits alone, without any consideration of the historical context,
the reply is clearly 'No.' If, on the other hand, the goal is to provide
a complete and accurate portrait of Russell's intellectual development
and of the true scope and intellectual level of his work--which is, after
all, the purpose of the BREP that prepares for publication the series in
which the present volume appears--then the reply is affirmative.

In its physical appearance, this book is magnificent, luxuriant, even
ostentatious, with its more than 680 (xl + 647) high bulk, glossy pages
and goldleaf trim. From this perspective, its $150+ price is readily
apparent, befitting an author whose archives have taken on certain aspects
of a temple shrine, but impractical in its exorbitance for the ordinary
scholars who might find these materials of some use.
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REVIEWS OF MOOREHEAD AND GRIFFIN

Star reviews
Selected

Thanks to Benito Ray for providing these January 16, 1993 Toronto
of Caroline Moorehead's Bertrand Russell and Nicholas Griffin's The~:.=........::.:::.=.:::.::..::.::..::.
Letters of Bertrand Russell, Volume 1, The Private Years (1884-1914).

Bettrand RusseU

By Stepbeo Vlzloc.zey

CAROLINE MOORE·
HEAD. the English
writer who wrote a
splendid book about
pacifists and consd-~~~':E~~~~~o,w:,ur;j~

hu now written I splendid book
about Bertrand Russell, the great-
est English ~hllosOPher of this:::J~h~~~a~rM:ushJoo~;~:
who hlppened to be his godf,·
tber.

HI. paternal grandfather was
Lord John Russell, author of the
Reform Bill of 1832. twice Prime

~~n~~~:h:trn~~et~Jic~~~~
lies and Dissenters from the con-
straints they had labored under
Itnee the time of the Tudors. His
parenti, who died when he WIll 2,
were both radical freethink-
en; his father, Viscount Am-
berley, lost his seat In paeUa·

=~h~~d:Cc~~in~g:~h'
control and refused to ,
IWtU' an oath that he wu a
CbrlstIan.

8ertnnd Russell himstlf
lived lor 91 years and en-
laged In most of the major
political battles of thl.! c:entury. .
During World War 1 he eem-:
palgned against ccescrfptlon ao
VIgorously thll he lost his lecture-
Ihlp at Cambridge and even spent

~~ ~~~: .~".ct~~,~f=
and communism, .and from the

:~~rea~9~~~r~~~~f.a~;n;1J~
of civil disobedience, he went to

g~~~ft~\n a~d ~~~~t::r~:~~k~
because he was nearly 90.
I think everyone alive today

owes a debt of gratitude to RUI'
nil for alerting Western public
opinion to the radlcaUy new her-
ror of nuclear weapons and radla.
tion. Moorehead criticizes him lor

tt~nfa:~:de p~~:~~N:~~~
ely of being "worse than Hitler'"
but he was among the first to rec-
ognize the lmportance of a
1'lOund-bUe," Nothing calm and
reason.ble would have produced
headlines at a time when world
)eaders contemplated the possibll·
Ity of nuclear war with equanlml·
ty.

Indeed, the effects of redloac-
. tive fall-out were so little under-
stood that the Americans and

'=,~:::;t~~~:r\~~~1~
hyperbole was needed to shock

r:P~at~tYnt~~I~I~W~n~ef::e -L~
:hlod the Pugwuh Conferenca of
.Western and Soviet Iclenttsts.
which ensured that Khrushchev

fitM right scientific advice duro
: the Cuban crisls.

ut all this is history, Russell'.
·bookl ~Iong to the present. "I
~wi5hed to say everything in the
amaUest number of words in
which It could be said clearly," he
wrote. lleamed EngUsh by read·
inS Russell and would reccm-

~~:ls'ii~o~~P~n~;;at~~~&~

=:~U;X.~~1t~he~~I:=:
:umental work that can be
undentood only by oulstandlnl

Radical
of the century

BERTtE AND ALY8:
Ru•• en'. flr.t marriage
(to Alya Pear •• 11Smith,
aboye), wa. doomed
from the at8rt.. The
young couple'.
Ignor.nce of •• x w••
.stonlshlng.

logicians. "I'm allowed to use
p,laln English," he wrote later,~du::ee:a=tl~o~i~~ ~

=~h~r:~k\l~l:~~f~~~erd
be written In a Jargon only 10 be
understood by the erudite few.
Wllh that behind them, they can

::;rl~~era~~a~~a~v~h~b~a;~~~
understand.

Russell's own life makes en-
thralllnt reading on the level of

~:rj~5.~e,~::iftin:~~~h~~::
f'~ ~~:'eR~e;esl~~ ~~~~~~k
fng," he ,altt. ·~h ••t'~ the whole
secn'!"'. ~e was a tireless I'llutbl'

-eerer and a man of passionate
contradictions, a genius prone to
follle~ now lovable now hateful,

~:~. Ig~en~~T~~~ ~r:s~o~r:g~~~

~~~~sdta:tr~lIer~~tl~~a~o ~~~r':
vate as well as his public liCe- to
his shocking lapses into coldness
and Indlrference as well as his ln-
·~~~~~rh~~~';~~:r:;.and al-
• Stephen Vlzinczey Is the authOr 01
the nov&Is'Jn Pral&& Of Older Wom·
en' and 'An Innocent Milllonafre.'
Most recently he has published
7rvth And Ues In UterahJre,' an es-
uy collection.

Tho Soloctod Lollo,s 01 Bo,·
trond Russell, Vol. I, Tho PrJ·
valO Voa,s (1884·1914)

P~~~,~&t:~~~a:s?rPi~
By J. M, Cameron

NICHOLAS GRIFFIN
hes put together a
fine selection of
Bertrand Russell',
letters, trom the

time he was a sheltered 12-year-
old tutored at home to the start of
World War 1 and the end of his

~~ h~~Jn~li~t~~d~~i;;~ A~.
~~mv3:v:t~~~:~ta~o:n~hYI~~~

~ha~~:~~~C:~ifc o!-h':z,:c::e
on which his reputation chleOy
rests - of the "mysticism" that
he found hlmself stretched to, as
it were, by his mathematical dis-
coveries. We are given a sll~ht
sketch of his first encounter with
Wittgensteln, an encounter that
was momentous for Russell'. own
personal development and for the
growth of the subject. There ls no

~~:~~:,:t t~~e~i~~~d ~~~~~n1~~
enough Is sfven to explain rough-
ly the importance ot what culmi-
nates in Principia Mathematlca,
written with Allred North White-
head.

For most readers, perhaps, the
truly fascinating sectfon of the let-
ters consLsts oT (hose written to

:;'YfI:~~i~U~I~it~lrn~~o~~i

~~ :i~e~~~~~~I~g:~~hj~e~~~
riage to Alys. (Some of Alys let-
ters to him are Included but few
from Oltollne.)

One has the feeling that the
marrtase with Alys was from the
beginning strewn with obstectes
that these young people Jacked
the skill to overcome. Both fami-
lies were opposed to the match.

The opposition was most rancor-
ous on the part of Russell', grand·
mother, who had r'alsed him ertce
the death of his parents at a

~:s~g ~~erl~r~riu~~~~ar: ~~:
ute. A stem woman, who, Russell

~~b:r:;:~r:~~.'!~~U=
G<;'~~~~ gc~r et~~~~ t~:~I:::
riage couldn't be prevented, the
nonnal consequences of marriage
- children - were to be avoided,

tl~nt~1~u:rd:J~~ee cfe~~
offspring was a virtual certainty,
given the two family histories.

Alys seems to have acquiesced,
though she had qualms about
contraceptive intercourse as lia-
ble to be Injurious to health. One
has a suspicion that Russell was

~K~c:ed"f:~~:ndu~:~:rif.':Y
of the marriage and we know that
Russell was to have children.
However, for one reason or an-

ot~e t~~:~t:~~'be~een
Russell and Alys are ~Il of Inter-
est u ~ng lome notion ot how
emancipated young people of the
genentlon before World War I
generation looked at questions of
love and marriage. It has to be
sald that ther were In a tOI for
much of the time and were more
Ignorant and scrupulous than less
educated and worldly people
would have been.

At one moment Russell Cloats
the Idea that they might severally

t~e~ ~I:tei;r~~~~s~ib~~r~~:

r::I:~YI~~~f~ifaH:r~~;~fl~~~
Alys, who had more common
sense In such matters, tells him
not to be a goose. The language in

th~~:r:~1 o~_:~~~~~p ::sh~~;
~at RusselF read Shelley's Eplp-
sychldion eight times In the
course of two years, twice aloud
with AJys.

The letters to Ottollne arc also
exalted and romantic; but this
time his partner Is a shrewd and
worldly woman. She was also
highly Intelligent, but It seems
clear. that though she had some

:I~~e ~~et~~~~'iYe ~n~~::t~
how brilliant was the feather she
had stuck in her cap.
• J. M. Cameron Is professor emer-
Itus of English and phl/o$ophy .t St.
MlchBel"lI College, University 01 To-_0.
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(24) NEWHUMANISTREVIEWOF MOOREHEADBOOK

New Humanist is the quarterly journal of the Rationalist Press Association
(15 Lamb's Conduit Passage, London WCIR 4RH, England). In its membership
advertisement that organization says, "The aims of the RPA are to argue for
a rational approach to human problems, to suggest reasoned alternatives to
religious dogmas, to advance a secular system of education, to defend freedom
of thought and civil liberties, and to encourage activities in support of
these aims." Over the years many prominent persons, including Russell, have
been involved with the RPA.

Calling the New Humanist an "excellent
a sample issue to us--vol. 107, no. 4,
review of Caroline Moorehead's recently

New Humanist Review Bertrand Russell:A Life by
Caroline Moorehead (Sinclair-Stevenson, £20)

BERTRAND RUSSELL hasn't done very well by biographers.
It is partly his own fault. He was fully aware of the publicity
and money value of his life story, and he did his best to exploit
it himself. During the last decade before his death, in 1970, he
sold his collection of papers to McMaster University in Canada,
and then published The Autobiography of Bertrand Russell in

, three volumes (1967-1969) - so on the one hand there is an
enormous amount of original material to go through, and on the
other he had the first and very good go at it. There have been
several studies of his life and thought by friends and relations
and by professional philosophers, but the only general biography
so far has been Ronald W. Clark's The Life of Bertrand Russell
(1975), which was long and useful but rather pedestrian, and
which is out of print. Caroline Moorehead has now attempted
to replace it with a rather shorter and lighter general biography,
taking advantage of material which has subsequently become
available and talking to more people, giving less detail and
concentrating more on the personal life, and looking back from
a longer perspective. .

Moorehead is a professional writer and has done a professional
job, and the result will certainly be welcome to readers who
aren't already familiar with the many writings by and about
Russell. It is good to have a fresh look at the man who she says
was "perhaps the last public sage", and it is also good to have
a look by a woman who wasn't personally involved with him.
He has suffered the inevitable decline of famous people after
death - indeed, he began to suffer it before his death - but
after more than twenty years it is stirring to read a new book
"about Russell's character and ideasvabout his friends and the

journal," Warren Al.l.en Smith provided
December 1992--that included this book
published Russell biography.

women he loved, about the causes he fought for and the sense
of wonder and eloquence he brought to everything he touched".
But Moorehead, like her predecessors, isn't really capable of
rising to the extraordinary pitch of his style or power of his
personality. And, like her predecessors again, she isn't really
capable of handling the vast range of his interests and activities,
and readers who are fumiliar with particular aspects of the subject
will find the book less satisfactory.

I find the treatment of Russell's contributions to politics and
to freethought especially weak. His marginal relationship with
the anarchist movement is never explored, and his central
relationship with the nuclear disarmament movement is often
distorted. (For example, the accounts of his associates and
followers in the Committee of 100 seem quite wrong to at least
one of the latter.) His long relationship with the freethought
movement is seriously neglected. Moorehead discusses some
of his speeches and writings about religion, but doesn't note that
the former were for the National Secular Society and the South
Place Ethical Society or that the latter were for the Rationalist
Press Association (of which he was president for fifteen years).
The crucial point to make is that he was one of the most
influential public freethinkers in this country in this century.
Even on less familiar ground. Iwas surprised to find Hegel said
to "set out his writings in dialectical triads, consisting of thesis,
antithesis and synthesis", when he never did anything of the kind:
but then I remembered that Russell himself made the same
mistake in his best-known book, A History of Western
Philosophy! Following current publishing fashion, the book
contains an alarming number of minor mistakes and misprints,
and it is to be hoped that these will be corrected for the inevitable
paperback edition. .

NICOLAS WALTER
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MORE BOOK REVIEWS

From The [Glasgow] Herald, March 12, 1992:

.~ •••••'~""_--"'_IIi!*"'_

whichpossiblynohUDWIbeing
wiDever discover."Tbat antici--
poles the opinionbe expftSIed,
in his oldage.ofmatbeIIIalicsas
e.aentiaU, trivial,. even
"disgusting.••

Com~ the inI2IIIctual •••.
IIIIl of the letter to Dmmelly
_ the exbilaratioIl'" the lei·
ter, in Quakerese, to AIys on
January I, l894:.,_ felt the
last remnants of hatred and bit·
_ melting .way in thy

LIKE the late Tony HaDcocI<I =:~w: ::.='orth ~
long admlred 8ertrIIIldRusselL hate 0< despise _ who ale
M • __ ol pbIImophY Iooalortunate than I am. It II
be~IiIltHaDcocl<) ••• in dellghlflll Ii>think thee is as
• class of his own; as an irritat- happyas I am;IhavebeenlivlDg
IJIllbr 181f~ IIIlera1he all day in • dream of beaveD1Y
stIlI'made _'IID moral Is- joy. Dear Alya I cannot write
..- as an __ y muddled any more'only siIeDceis ada-
poUtlcaJ thlJiker he usually quote." ThoughRussell's frieDd
~tol8)'theright,orleft; Wlttgenotein was to make •
'thInp, It ••• onJy as he ap- philosophical virtue or silence,
proacbed hIadalace that he be- Russell could never slay silent
pntomakeanuaofbimselfon for long. There are some 50.000
occasioDa,the celebratedman of IeIIera in the RusooI1Art:biYeo
.-!DdllIIIDr1n Imltlonal and Russell publisbed •• maDy
oatbanlL''',. booksIt wouldtakea _1;=:'=::::::: =/0 count tlle•.lltles:::: ~.::.:= 'It~' evident from !he IeItels
ematlclan and the Imp ofa man _bled by GriIIln that -
who \mpIoVIoecIhis private life. =eda.::~=-~=.::'Q:k~~ nouncementahe promoCI!d him·
became (in JIIH) the lint of Ilia self as a supremely erudite
foar --.It _ ~at lint ::=:=.=,.~~~c=:=n~,~ :;,a::. sell In love was a wIIdJylmpul-
COIII8~"1IDmol. slve creatwa. .•
.dlately.__ to Iene AIya.'~. ..-or. Man:h!i,I91I. sIiOriIy aI'
Tbia _ of _11', let- tor Ilia flrstmJglrt of •••••. -tan ~ ..•••• ol_h (to __ CItoIine ("J did not
Fre8'e) has beeDpreviouslypub- - full relations- 0lt0IIne
IlsbodInlts euIIrety _ is _ that evenInI" he expIalDodin
nated'byAlyaUllU)llollne .. ' bIa AiItoIJloir'apbJ'l be WIlIteto

In tbe-yean covered by Grif· his newswoetheart: ':'J'be world
!In', ....au-. ol-..., Russell la •• cIIaDgedtheae1III.!loan
prodUClld,_ it- N. WhIt.. . that I am still bewildered.. , I
bead;. PiIiJcipIa'. Mathematics see your raae al_ . ;H'1oft
(l910),a_olmathematlcai Y"".ftr1 clearly," NIce -
logic. Yet wbeIl Russell flnally BertIe, shame about the face -
lInisbed the book.•. wrote to In tbe A~ R.....n
Lw:y.DoIlrI8IIJ'ail' OCIIlber18. -..cI t!llt 0ltIlIIne had "a
l909:"l have been wartinllIb ioDI - !Me 0IIIII0tbInIrlib a .
a. black till·•• lila lui blla ol hone!' _ gentlemea !'!!lBSiI~~o .~ ollllliieJl~ ".:f ,The anIaIown German was Enat, for ius part. c3iica_
revislODd..,.1n tImofGrmyvi&- • If a closet'Ilomantlc. Russell think I needn't bother with polio !asclnating 1IKbtaD great char,; •'wittgeDStellLIn Harvard, m Russell as "Mr Appolinalt" ( •
It to~_. and •••• an UII8Shamed~ tics much longer" Wishful "aden heencOimtered.On OCto- '1914, Russelhaaessed one ofhis poem in Prutroc/l')whose-m,
DOW:"tbeMS~"'IIi."~ .~'_ of l899 to'Ui>Cli>'"lloIIo"-ihinking.The last letter In this • ber 18,1911,be told 0tt0llDe of . pupils m a letter to Lucy Don· and passionate. talk devourecl
Illliicntalo •••••••• IfIle1I111ll'll.J:,eler. toe a "morbidly bOOkdates from August 1914, an odd visit to TrinitYColle'ge, nelly:"verY'lapableofa eertam the allemoon."· ,
ar1euaapeoplefeelattblcleaUl., :.ldroIpectin"na.ture;aletterof the month Britain declared war .•• ezquis:lteness of appreciation. ~.,,;. .. .. ~ ..
ollll~_wbom 1914to Ottolinedeclares"a very on Germany. Russell told Mar. Cambndge: an unknown Ger·' but lacking In the crude insis- Representing Russell at bll
lIIe7'ilaft1lllnedandhatedfor Intenae an4 terrible spiritual garet Llewelyn Davies: "You man appeared, speaking .very4 tent passionthat one musthaVll,;,..mootpassionate. thla_
Y"UL'.It·1e .amI1IIDI1o..1IlI1!t.r 1DaeIlDos&-":W~ to Gilbert were rightabout the Liberals. I IitUe En&IiIb··_fttuaInI to..•·In order to.achieve anything.~;Jl'I&.alJIlpllllrY_fIIlI!Ilb:lafor....,.
bowmiidl time aDdtrouf>le-biMPMumy In 1t04.31'yPllr-oldRus- have donewith them. Ifeel it speak German.. r am much The pupil was T. S. Eliot which 'tnlelntOreot8ilbifJiriidUbemos1
been spent OD IIDal1 pointl In -U felt pre8lattirely old: ] feel utter madnes.<>:for us to Jointhis interested by my German. and goesto showRussell's judgment agile minda and. tGJ1b:entetl
obscure COmeq.~.4It.J.I¥ boot.~, JIDyeeIf one of those absurd old war ' sh:tll hn["lfl to see iq II' ln-n .. . v,,:1<; ml' .Ii~..,'t IWIlM souls of the C?fntmTi,#i<n ~-.,

TprmQ.nted
'$OUI'Of
_8 closet

.Romantic
·NichDlirs- •••• "editor.

THr'§ELECniifLriTERs
OF IlEJlTRAfm RUSSELL:
VoIumlt 1~THE PRIVATE"

"YEARS; '-':1".
Allen Lanei ,n.e ·P.!lQuin'

",.,..ci51jip"'5s3) .

~.BOLD
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From The Evening Standard, March 12, 1992 and The Sunday Telegraph, September
27, 1992:

Love and a cool climate

T lIB ANCIBltl' (}l'ee~ .."
-' - com'p8red ~OIOP~ '-.:_

.'
....

to- ao. a.t.a.B. 9tb b.•.._...d.. 'beiIrds, bqtb wore eJt·
.,~"oI~t

~Otber'"=:.,~-'~=
ana bal8d Il\CJII!MS tile CJDlc (bJIIl
0( tile tub) for~ ~
In pubIlc, What tbeJ -
_ his habit of eatIDll his break·
rut In'"tbe AIlft, ratbIl" as w..-
ant pblJosopben lDday can be -.t
..........me plzlas in l'kcadlIIY Clr-
cus. But tbeY also objedlld to hls
acts ofpub1ll: self-abuse. tile

Dlogenes atfecIed to despise
siexual act itself. Don't make love to
a woman, he said, nnIess ~
thanks yon for It, a remark -.
marginally more patronising than
"How was it for you?" HIs perform-
ances were solo- After the event be
would nib his empty belly mutter-
Ing: "If only hUJllllll"c:ouJdbe so •••
UyllSSUIlII'd!"

Subae<luent phllosophera han
been more ii!istenJous, or at eny
rate more private. There is JIllev1-
dence that Locke. Hume or Scho-
penhauer, for lnatance, were lOY'
thing but virgins. EplcnrUS_
even a vegetarian. Kant ate cream
cakes. It was not unW Nletzsche
died of syphilis In 1900 that sex
reared its ugly head again In the
groves of academe.

The star performer of the 20th
century, It Is .nsail( •••• Ber-
trand Russell (18'n-19'lO)•.But jndg-
log by these (excellently edited)/et·
ters, his reputation is exagerated.
He Is outdone, for InsmD<e,by his '
c:hief disciple, the late Sir Alfred '
Ayer, who just before he died (0(
1lrvnchItls) amfIded to his daugh-
lI!r that he had notdled up 150 -
'not In the Simenon Ieaguo. per.
hape, but more impressive because
probably true. .
~•.31Ieoe,IllttI!ra IIIDwthat RusseD
11'38 a Blow starter, and no Ste-
khano-vIIe when h. did pi started.
He wu certainly a v1IllInwhen he
married Alys Pearsal Smith, at the
Quaker meeting house In St
Martin's Lane in 1894.end _ does
not seem to have played a Iarp
pert In .theIr relatlnnship even, at
-the IJecinning. n ••••more a matter
ofpastorat care.

Aly. never really wanted to-
marry Bertie. HIs family were do-

lnI their ec:cenlI1cbest to f...-n
tbem OIl the IflIlIDdsthat then_
Inherited -mess in bolh end they
sbouId reDIIID eh\IdIesa. But abe

. sua:umbedto- flattery end a ••••••
·9fduty. , .: ._

She lrept him going emotionally
during the periodofbls _test In'
teIIectlIal --. the _
on Prtnclpla Matbelaalle&. nnW
the reIat\oIlsblp IInaIIJ Detered oat
end he J..- OIl the Wilder shores
0( Garslngton In the arms of LaIb'
0lIDIIne MorreI1.

OlIDIIne,who em•••• Ihlm their
Jetters as not half as ludicrous as
yon might expect, did not went to
marry Bertie either. Sbe was m&r'
ried already. Nor did sbe much
care for sex. She bad already had
plenty 0( aIfalrs, including a statu-
tory f1lnlr with Augustus John.
Now she just wanted her mind
stretched. She was eontent to be
made love to through the ear.

We, of a pneration woo have
beim told I'l!DMIIldr wiIat -.. .
want (apertff-om a!iItor the atber),
will find this lessllll'\llUlnl \lWl
did poor Bertie, •••••_ ~,::"'<:ceC::~~Cd
c:Ieared the atr. R-.Il tool<10po~
uJar writing end _ ftlllI18t' en-
ClllUlters with _lIIl and Ithe
world. Under the sIItteriIJ;gImpact
oC"an unknown Qrman", Lwfwig
Wittgenstein. whta he had met on
11 OCtober 1911, Inlrtaallyll!Jan-
-doned serious p~.

Not the least ~ IteIil in
this volume is theaccount or bls
iradual aW~1'J!I.!.~f the

~\noD;tlil:IIIII..error In. h1a..manDo
script or Theory of Know1edlle,
pointed oulto him by WltI&eDIIIIID.
a ~. 'In r-se 0( tile
JccIcaI.dIaIIlIIlp he bad b!mIeIf
presented fDP\'etIS 10 years belbre.
Both---.· IDcIdeIltatly•..••••
lIeet !mmeIIaaIY_n on tile partido
pents, wbo.-cted as trDs·acIIoIan
withoutVll11lty.

ThIs baoIrli fbIl or -. both
humen and pbllpsopblc:ol The Let>-
·ters of ma.mes woaId:hav&_
muchmonsdisptritIDg. . 0"'.1 {-.11J'
' .• ColtII~ was. 1IIIttl,-..
~~lIt"'Idtrcct,?r'''I!!

TBE'SELECTED LET1'ERS OF
BERTIlAND RUSSELL .

)'OLUKEI:TBE PRlV4TB
.YEAIlS 1llIM-19l4

:•••• .., NIdIaIao Grlfftn
-, (Allnr-.as)

.••••• 1aIAFT

The vehement philosopher
Paul Johnaon on an entertaining account 01 the

long IIle 01 the controversial Bertrand Russell

BERTRAND RUSSELL
poses enormous problems for

-••btoJr.pher. He W~5 born lhe
)leu UlYSW5 Grant became
Presidenl and died on lhe eve
01 W.tetlale.- He wu an
exact conlemPCJT'ry of Protl~t
byt lived to admin n!VOltiDI
ShideDt. in 1961.

HiJ output of books, arti-
cle's. broadent. aDd spe«h~
was colossal. _"panDinc eicht
~. - He held YebefMnt
riew •. sometimes four or five
conU'~ictory ODeS. on every
conceivable subject He koew
eveeseee at DOte and quar·
n!!Uedwitb mnst of them. lie
wa. penoRAlI, involvN io
.almo.I every inlellectual .and
politic.al coni ronny of his
10tIC life. Thoulh a late-
.tarter in sex, be b.ad comple,.
maliOQMips with .a larce
number of wi,," and mis·
tresse •. lie rot himself inlo.
aAdout 01, enry kind of Intel-
lectual and emolional mess.

Alilbu. is «uod maleriilll -
RUSRII. wbal~ his faults.
"as 1Wt'er borin, - but the
biofrapber hals to sort it out.
let the fKts .lrUChl. dislin·
pisb bet"eea lbe importanl
and lbe epbMteral.lil it into ••
reuouble teaaUt and make
lbe whole tbinl dur .and
n!!.u". Caroline Moore-
t.ead triumphaatly surmounts
all tbeN diJlalltie.. Her
book it full. fair, meaty aod
c."OalPtlliDi.

She wisely IftOUDt, and
_., rather tban judau.
So.e: .:••• W arave tt.at.=~.re.~:r~t~r:"Hr~
,rutm work.~ whkb his

.=-i=IPr1n;:~~~to;.=
"..Iin. wu w"tlm joi.lly
witb 'A~N. WhiteMoad.As

'" MOOftbe8d AYS. it -.nade
RUlMIi but did UtUe for
Wbilehrud •••.•••• Cambrid.e
inside,., .bispered had mere·
1.1done aUSHU', Ie.WorK.

But it 11\11be that Russell
lOt credit whkh properly
beIoqed to his coUablwalor.
r.lbeI' as Picasso pinched
lroIa Juaa Gris lbe ,lory of
iaftOli ••• CabisuL Wbo can
_1 .The W'OI'k' was 4,000
,.,.. .••• , "10 bulky its
IUlbon Ud. to hire a four--
whHler to C111TJ'the mtnu·
script to lhe' Universit,
Pf'eu". 11·was published in
tbrft YOIuaIes. 1910·13. and it
is....te...ut it acbteftd or
who reid it. Rttssell himself
said be knew 01 omy six
people who bH feilld it
tbroqh: three 1Rfe Pol~s.
liq ••••• ted .bJ Hiller. and
tbn!!e Tenns, "SUb$eqUfOnU,
SUCtftlluily assimilated"

'(wbate¥'er Ihat ....,. mt'an).
or his other books. the

.ulobiocnphy is f!nlert.ainihlll:
but unH~ble, Prn~
(l93B) is a ~tUnulatinl read
but out of dale. Tu Prahl"",
of PldlolophJ is excelteat

8ettnNMI Ru ••• Il
by calOllno Moorel1ead.

Slnclalr·StfWellSOfl, £20

and still in print. A lli""" of
W•• I.m PhilO$opIty is .also
an endurinc success. at any
rate in parts. and C'Il!rtiliiDl,no
one DOW aiift tmtkl hawe
wMUnt it. Such books oupt
10 be ill Ny IOOd library. The
rest cu- be, _ ';_lIy
a!reMY ano. f_lOIleft.

The dillKull, fot RlnseU',
kln,oIerat fame is that be is
not usorialetl witlt..,. onci' .
.al ~.I··tliscoYtrJ'·~ ~_cC.~ :::::y:;
.yI6otisa. M•••• d tf!:latn
th.lt he Jouad "is pupil Witl-

~e::lt::~ ='=~
he muwd 10 acce,tt Russell's
proposition: "tbere is ItO hip-
P'JpoiafaUS ift Ihi~ mom al
~". f'fta when be wenl
.roDDd pokjIq: YOdff .U the
desks without MdiAC one.
The episode etIlItRcI t- •••••• 1
INtd letIIPeF. II oae woQt
exped.

Rus.'C1I biMRff was fealOll-
able and locicaJ only by com·.
parison witb other' academic
philosophers. A man who
said: "00 a purri, $filltlstkal
basis. ManmU •• and Kea·
neely are aboul $0 times as
wicked a. Hiller". cauhI ob"j·
ouslJDOt bert'lied ontounk·
or talk RftSibiy. When I oor:e
accused him of be •• illocial.
wbkh he often •••• he:-~.:.~~.'~~

RusseU.· as' Mocwebe ••
shows. is IIIOSI appe.aJi ••••.as a
dLaracter,'like Dr J •••.
Her accouDt of his uPlfriACinc
sbows how inleHectull,
stiaN&a:tm.. Mat ••••••• 1'
ftfective. it was. 1Ii~ codPar·
enls were J. S. Mill ilInd his
5lepdauchler. one of 11M:fint
~uffrqftte!l. His paft1Its
were profressin trodies.
God knows wbeR! Ute)· •••• Id
have sent IWn to scbool. But
bolb died ••••• bis ••.•••
mother. Lord Joba Riluell's
widow, • strict CalrilWst who
became _ UDiLIriM. kept Un
at bocne. '.

His Int ~llifewa,
.t • crammers, lhen al Trin-
ity. Carabridte. There be was
quickly iaduded ialo lhe
Apostles, a free........,
wbid1 leeded to promote
homosexllalit, aMOAC under··
Jraduales and 1(01 tllem jobs
In later life. Russetl was Dever
a homosexual .and ~ft a tftTi-
lied KaMlnl or one ftlJ$teri-
nus ~pilOM in which the
AposUr-s involved lI"n.

IniliaUy ill purilan, he
b«ame increllsincly kr-en on
se .•..lie crumbledbKause his
lirst wife. a Quakff. ¥tO~
Ihick ft.annel nichtdressn.
and discowered pmmi!K'Uil'
only ..after be d«icied to leave

.8ertraDd RuueU: bew everyone 01 note aDd qua.rrelled with most of them

her. Tberil!after followed
much prucbinc and el1actin«
or Ieee Io\'~. l"ilIin. divorces,
remarriases and rows, some
of whkh still ~verbente.
T~re WillS mucb triviill 100:
IWSsellladted a sense of pro-
portion. Moore~ad - relales
lhal bis worstquafftlwilhhis
last .wife." Edith, occum!d
over Cbinese ideoll'lphs,
about wbich neither kaew

a:nru~~'i .oftftl displayed it
Whillisb worldly shcewd-
ness. He saw Ibrouah Lenin
strai.M away. ll~ cot D. H.
Lawreoce rilhl too: "One of a
Iooe tine of people. beeinninl
with Heraclitus ami endln.
with IIitlf!r, whose ruho, l'I1O-
live is Ulred derind lrom
nW,(akNnania." Sluw WillS"a
bounder", "3 swine": II. G.
Wells was "first·rale in Ihe
second'lOIlr (al~~··.

R.nwU al", hilId Whi, prei·
udic~s. He described pri,on
3~ like. heine "a d~ltciovs
book. IIoc1 some Jew million·

aire bou~ht you ~Ad bound
}1rt1 IlIIifoml with a lot of
olhers ilInd ShICk )'00 up in a
sh~l( behi'nol ~la:u·'. The~
was WhiR snubbt"ry and olf-
hand h.aul~ur 100, MOOI't'Mad
rerounts thillt. wlten Doris
Lessin« WillS drifttl to Rus-
sell's W~I$h rnotI'Aliliin last·
ness by .a "'timan friend, to
reason with him auinst
wrK'kinc eND. lhe, wen:'
rf'Ceiveti "in KY sikllC'r''' by
bnlh Russell and bis last wife,
After a perfunctOfJ' di\CUs·
'ion. Counless t:dilh show,t'd
thrm into a double bMJronm
wilb lhe Imillty words "I'm
sure tnal's whilt \"ou lik~:" In
tht'triornin"l~y'w~re tnld hy
Ih~ hou!W!kct'lJt'f' thill neitheor
tllf'ir h~t nu •. thrir kustrss
wilS"nailillblt'''.

lIowt'\·("r. t1l3t anecdote,
IhOl.Ill:hfair.~illnlllurs(,filK'
lh~ whole UusM"lI. lie h;ut
immt'ns~ ('our3.le. u("cp if
q-lective ('llInp;llillston ;11111
nn~msit)'. hllce ene •.•.v ;llId
limitless illle~sls. 'phi' ill

sense of fun. Where H.usillcll
wa~. l.:Ju~hlt'f was 1I",.('r Iar
away - nnr r.a¥e. euher.

1 wa •• th(' vounecst ~rsnn
pr?M.'nl al Iht' f;lmull •• IIIc('l·
illllJ ill Kin'!slfOY Martin's nal.
d~s(Tibf'd by" t.hKJrThf'ilId.
whifh I"d 10 IhfO foundin,l( 01
CNU. 1\ •• I rt'un. "u5s('11 ~id
lillit', bill s.al suckinl! his pil'f'.
\\'IH'II. howt'\·er. a fUriOUS rnw
bnlkfO 0111 b~t""'eell Dellis
lI~al~.\· iilllIl J3CM Prlfostl('v
nvcr 111(" tilfnifiCillnc-e of Ill,.
wnrd "H·alislic··. \, hal Sollla·
13.\'0111a rallf'd RIUM'II"~
"h}'ena lauch" ranI: nut loud
ami c1rar. "SI,lt·ndiu. Siliell'
did\"lt(' said.

That is 1M worn' Itu~M'lI
lIIil:hl br w"'''J:lu'ailNI. IUlllt·
:"trl'lllo;. (,\"f'n richrllll1l1~ 111
lime-s. bUI ihr«" \Ora, 31""a~'o; a
hint 01 '1'1t'ndllur abu"l Ihi'
arislnHali(' ,('uhran. II io;
IH'" ('ctl1\'l','(·,1 III Ml1IlI't'·

hl'''(]":'' hlMlk. whirh rradt'f"
'\"III lind 1ll0~ fOllIt'rlaUlIlIl:l
Iilall all.\·thin. on the lIoukrr
shortlist.
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DEATH OF EDWIN WILSON

May 1993

This Associated Press obituary appeared in many newspapers, including the
Chicago Tribune, March 29, 1993, sect. 2, p , 7. Is anyone aware of what,
if any, relationship existed between Russell and Edwin Wilson?

Edwin Wilson, a founder of American humanism
SALT LAKE CITY (AP)-

Edwin H. Wilson, a founder of
American humanism and a prom-
inent Unitarian Universalist min-
ister, died Friday. He was 94.

Mr. Wilson was the first editor
in 1928 of The New Humanist
magazine and the first editor in
1941 of The Humanist. He was
also a primary author of both "A
Humanist Manifesto" in 1933
and "Humanist Manifesto II" in
1973.

Mr. Wilson was a pastor in a

number of Unitarian churches, in-
cluding the First Unitarian
Church in Salt Lake City from
1946 to 1949.

In 1941 Mr. Wilson formed,
along with philosopher John
Dewey and others, the American
Humanist Association. In 1964 he
founded the Fellowship of Reli-
gious Humanists, an independent
affiliate of the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association.

He was named Humanist of the
Year in 1979 by the American

Humanist' Association. Other re-
cipients of the award have in-
cluded Carl Sagan, Margaret
Sanger, Jonas Salk, Isaac Asimov,
Margaret Atwood, Ted Turner
and Kurt Vonnegut.

The humanist manifestos char-
acterized the universe as "self-ex-
isting" and defined religion as the
actions, purposes and experiences
that are humanly significant, said
the Rev. Barbara Hamilton-·
Holway of the South Valley Uni-
tarian Universalist Society.

Survivors include two sons.

(27) NOTES FROM AMERICAN LIBRARIES

A publication of the American Library Association, American Libraries for
January 1993, pp. 70-71 included two bits of news that may relate to Russell
studies.

"The Rare Book and Special Collections Library at the University of Illinois/
Urbana-Champaign (277 Main Library, 1408 W. Gregory, Urbana, IL 61801) has
been home to the renowned H.G. 'Wells Archive since the 1950s, but at the time
of the initial acquisition, numerous letters and other items of a particular-
ly private nature were retained by the family. Now acquired by the library,
these coveted materials constitute a purchase that will finally enable
scholars to fully access Wells's complex life and its effect on his writings."
We look forward to learning if the collection holds Russell-related materials.

"...a new National Security Archive Documents Reader, the Cuban Missle Crisis,
.1962, makes previously secret and extremely sensitive papers available to the
book-reading public for the first time..••$25 from National Book Company,
Keystone Industrial Park, Scranton, PA 18512 (1-56584-019-4, 92-53734)." A-
gain, there may be something here directly or indirectly related to Russell.
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(28) MORE PHILATELIC RUSSELL

RSN, No. 76, November 1992 reproduced a topical postal cover, autographed by
"Bertrand Russell," bearing U.S. post office cancellations from Bertrand,
Missouri and Russell, Illinois. Sheila Turcon has provided us with another
such hand-cancelled autographed topical cover reproduction, whose original
is in the Russell Archives. As shown below, this cover has cancellations from
Bertrand, Nebraska on January 13, 1960 and Russell, Illinois on January 7,
1960. AccordLng to Sheila, it was sent to Russell on February 17, 1960 by
Steward S. Jurist of Brooklyn, New York. Apparently Mr. Jurist actually sent
two such covers. Russell probably signed both, kept one (the one depicted),
and returned the other to Mr. Jurist.

Sheila also corrected our earlier statement that only India had issued a
Russell stamp. In addition to India, commemorative Russell stamps have been
issued by Upper Volta and Granada. A future RSN issue will feature
reproductions of these stamps.

Thank you, Sheila. Anyone else having more philatelic Russell information
is encouraged to write to us.
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