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(1) FROM THE PRESIDENT

Michael J. Rockler, President, The Bertrand Russell Society

As I write this, the temperature outdoors is 12 degrees and Chicagoland
is covered with snow. In the depth of mid-winter it often seems like summer
will never come. But of course it will. It will soon be June and time for
another Bertrand Russell Society Conference--this one in San Diego,
California from Friday, June 18 to Sunday, June 20, 1993.

San Diego is one of the nicest cities in the United ,States. The BRS
meeting will be held on the beautiful campus of the University of California
at San Diego. Housing will be in apartment-style buildings similar to the
facilities we used at Lehigh University in Pennsylvani'a. I understand the
campus is walking distance from the ocean.

Please join us for this year's annual meeting which will be special in
many ways. The BRS Award will be given to Harry Ruja who has made significant
contributions to the development of the Bertrand Russell Society. He is also
a renowned Russell scholar whose work has added much to contemporary
understanding of Bertrand Russell's work. Harry will deliver the banquet
address entitled "Bertrand Russell's Life in Pictures." Please come to the
annual conference and honor this important scholar and contributor to the
Bertrand Russell Society.

On Friday evening Congressman Neil Abercrombie will offer reflections
on the 1992 election. By that time President Clinton will have had several
months in office; Congressman Abercrombie's perspective will provide insights
on current developments in politics as they affect the kind of goals
identified with Russell.

Other highlights of the meeting will include a reader's theater on
Russell's autobiography presented by Professor Ernest Walberg and a workshop
on one of Russell's essays conducted by Don Jackanicz. Timothy J. Madigan,
Executive Editor of Free Inquiry will also speak on "The Will to Believe vs.
the Will to Doubt." And of course there will be a Red Hackle Hour at a nearby
restaurant.

The annual meeting is always a wonderful experience for those who attend.
Won't you please join us in San Diego to honor the work and memory of one of
the greatest intellects of the twentieth century?

Sadly, one regular
present. Jack Cowles,
circumstances. He was a
the Board of Directors.
I will miss him.

participant in our annual conferences will not be
a longtime member, has passed away in tragic

loyal member of the Society and an active member of
I looked forward to his presence at each meeting.
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(2) BRS BUSINESS: DUES AND THE ANNUAL MEETING

1. 1993 Membership Dues. Thanks to all members who renewed their membership
before the beginning of 1993. Your promptness is much appreciated and has
aided our bookkeeping work. Again, thanks to each of you, especially those
who thoughtfully included a donation with their dues! Members who have not
yet renewed for 1993--and persons interested in joining the BRS for the first
time--are asked to refer to the accompanying blue membership coupon. We very
much want to have YOU/keep YOU as a member!

2. 1993 Annual Meeting: San Diego, California. The BRS's 1993 Annual Meeting
will be held from Friday, June 18 through Sunday, June 2Cl on the campus of
the University of California at San Diego. The May 1993 Russell Society News
will provide final program details and additional information, but we can now
summarize the tentative program as follows:

Partial List of Paper Presentations/Talks:
--U.S. Congressman Neil Abercrombie, "Reflections on the 1992 Presidential

Election".
--Timothy J. Madigan, "The Will to Believe vs. the Will to Doubt".
--John Shosky, "Russell and the Contemplation of Philosophy".
--Ernest Walberg, "Russell's Autobiography--A Reader's Theater".
--Dennis J. Darland, "What is Mathematics About?".
--Harry Ruja, "Bertrand Russell's Life in Pictures".
--Marvin Kohl and Michael J. Ro ck Ler , "Russell v s . Russell on Education".
---Gonzalo Garcia, "Did Bertrand Russell Think of Himself as a Pacifist?".

Other Events:
--Workshop on BR's essay "A Philosophy for Our Time" (in Portraits from

Memory and Other Essays), conducted by Don Jackanicz.
--Presentation of the BRS Award to Harry Ruja.
--Presentation of the BRS Service Award to Marvin Kohl.
--Presentation of the BRS Book Award to an author/title to be announced.
--Red Hackle Hour reception followed by a Banquet.

The University of California at San Diego, actually located in the suburban
community of La Jolla, will provide a beautiful, stimulating environment for
the meeting. San Diego, sixth largest U.S. city, has much to offer visitors.
For area information, contact'the San Diego Convention and Visitors Bureau;
1200 3rd Avenue; San Diego, CA 92101-4190; telephone 619-232-3101.

A per person fee of $160 for double occupancy or $180 for single occupancy
includes everything--registration; University apartment-style housing for two
nights; and meals including Friday supper through Su~day breakfast, the Red
Hackle Hour, the Banquet, and coffee breaks. Without housing, the per person
fee is $92.50.

Early pre-registration
accompanying blue form.
pre-registration, and we

will be greatly appreciated. Please
We look forward to hearing from you soon

look forward to seeing you in San Diego!

use the
with your
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(3) DEATHOF JACK COWLES

We are saddened to inform BRS members of the death of Jack Cowles, who was
murdered in his Virginia home near Washington, DC on December 18 or 19, 1992.
Workmen arriving at his home on December 21 discovered his body, which had
been stabbed. Jack was a retired U. S. Navy officer. His cremated body was
to be buried at sea. Survivors include a brother, a sister, and his friend
Evelyn Burton of New York City, who accompanied Jack to several BRS annual
meetings, including our June 1992 Washington meeting. Jack also maintained
a residence in New York City.

Jack was a longtime BRS Director and attended almost every annual meeting.
His thoughtful contributions during Board of Directors discussions added much
to resolving the matters at hand. He was particularly proud to have been one
of the few BRS members to have had Russell as a teacher. Jack's experience
with Russell in the classroom took place at the University of California at
Los Angeles during Russell's 1939-1940 professorship year.

In addition to his participation in BRS affairs, Jack was involved with other
organizations including the Secular Humanist Society of New York and the
Institute for Rational Emotive Therapy.

Letters of sympathy to Evelyn Burton may be addressed to her in care of
Russell Society News; 3802 North Kenneth Avenue; Chicago, IL 60641; U. S. A.

(4) BRANDBLANSHARDON NIGHTMARESOF EMINENTPERSONS

Warren Allen Smith has told us about this encounter with philosopher Brand
Blanshard:

When book review editor of The Humanist in the 1950s, I asked Brand
.Blansard to review Bertrand Russell's novel, Nightmares of Eminent
Persons.

The famed Yale University aestheticist wrote that "all his
characters, when they open their mouths, speak the language of that
eminent philosopher, Lord Russell. A passionate young lover says to his
love, 'I begin to think that perhaps we have lived, hitherto, with
somewhat too limited preoccupations.' Such talk creaks. And Russell is
always using his characters to score points. But then after all, what
does one want of a philosopher? The points are generally sound ones,
wittily put; and at times they go to the heart of the matter."

To learn more about Blanshard, we suggest examining The Philosophy of Brand
Blanshard in Paul Arthur Schilpp's The Library of Living Philosophers series.
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(5) BRS DOCTORAL GRANT REPORT

The BRS is pleased to announce the awarding of its 1992 Doctoral Grant to
Peter Denton, a doctoral candidate at McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada. The award is a cash prize of U.S. $1,000. Mr. Denton's dissertation
is titled "The 'Old Savage' and the Scientific Outlook: Religion, Science
and Social Ethics in the Writings of Bertrand Russell, 1919-1938." We would
like to extend our congratulations to Mr. Denton and our best wishes to him
as he progresses in his research.

We are also pleased to announce that Claudio de Almeida, recipient of the 1991
Doctoral Grant, has presented a copy of his dissertation, ",Russell on Meaning
and Denotation: The Argument of 'On Denoting, "' to the BRS Library. Mr. de
Almedia's dissertation can be borrowed from the Library (Box 434; Wilder, VT
05088; U.S.A.).

Effective in 1993, the grant program has been replaced by the BRS' s "Prizes
for Papers" competition. Refer to RSN, No. 76, November 1992, Section 2, page
2 for details. Additional information on "Prizes for Papers" is available
from BRS Vice President John Lenz (Department of Modern and Classical
Languages; Texas A & M University; College Station, TX 77843, U.S.A.).

As the doctoral/masters grant program has come to an end, we would like to
acknowledge the work done over many years by Prof. Hugh Moorhead of
Northeastern Illinois University, who coordinated much of the work of the
program committee. Hugh's commitment of time and work was responsible in
large part for the grant program's effectiveness in past years. Again, our
thanks to him.

(6 ) RUSSELL ON MALCOLM X

In light of the publicity connected with the recent film Malcolm X, Harry Ruja
has brought the following Russell quotation to our attention. It comes from
The Militant, vol. 29, no. 9, March 1, 1965, p. 4.

A society in which people are shot down at will is a society which will
plunge the world into disaster. Malcolm X was reviled in the U. S. and
Britain, by the established press, not because of his advocacy of armed
defense for the Negro against attack but because he showed that the same
standar4s which promoted cruel and unrelenting wars of atrocity in
Vietnam, the Congo and other parts of the world, were responsible for the
suffering of the Negro in the U.S .... The violence of Harlem is America's
violence and it is to be feared that American violence will become the
violence of the world.
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(7) BRS LIBRARY

The BRS Library sells and lends materials relating to Russell. Please send
your check or money order (U. S. funds) payable to "Bertrand Russell Society"
to Tom Stanley, Russell Society Library, Box 434, Wilder, VT 05088, U.S.A.

1. Books For Sale. H-Cloth, otherwise paperback.
Schuster. With the exception of the remainder mark
remaindered books are in fine condition. Pric~s are

R-Remaindered by Simon &
on the bottom edge, these
postpaid.

By Bertrand Russell:
Appeal to the American Conscience ............•............... ······$3.15
Authority and the Individual ·•· '.•......... 7.95
Has Man a Future? ...•......................... · .. ··············· H.. 8.00
A History of Western Philosophy ···R .. 6.50
History of the World in Epitome ....................•............. ···1.00

In Praise of Idleness · .. ···················· 7.95
My Philosophical Development o •••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7.95
Political Ideals ....•........................ ··.··············· ..... 7.95
Power: A New Social Analysis .••..•..•....•..... · .. ················· 5.50
Principles of Social Reconstruction ·······7.95

Roads to Freedom · .. ···················· 6.50

By Other Authors:
Bertrand Russell, 1872-1970 ..........•........... ·· .. ············· .$1.50
Bertrand Russell as a Philosopher by A. J. Ayer. 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 2.25
Bertrand Russell's Theory of Knowledge by Elizabeth Eames H.. 8.50
Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary of BR H•. 9.00
Liberty and Social Transformation: A Study in Bertrand Russell's

Political Thought by Chandrakala Padia .......•................ H.. ll.50
Into the Tenth Decade: A Tribute to Bertrand Russell 5.00
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words 6.75
Mr. Wilson Speaks 'Frankly and Fearlessly' on Vietnam to BR 2.00
Russell by A. J. Ayer ...•.............................. ··········· H.. 8.00

2. Videocassettes. The loan fee is $4.00 per tape.

260
261
262
263

of
264
265
266
267
268
269
270

Donahue Interviews Gore Vidal.
"The 'People For' Story." People for the American Way.
"Humanism: Making Bigger Gircles." American Humanist Association.
"The Life and Times of Bertrand Russell." Produced by the BBC as part
Russell's 90th birthday celebration.
"Bertrand Russell." BR interviewed by Romney Wheeler.
"Bertrand Russell Speaks His Mind." Woodrow Wyatt interview. Part 1.
"Bertrand Russell Speaks His Mind." Woodrow Wyatt interview. Part 2.
"Bertrand Russell Speaks His Mind." Woodrow Wyatt interview. Part 3.
"Bertie and the Bomb." Documentary on BR' s last years and his CND work.
"Bertrand Russell." Giovanni Costigan's introductory lecture on BR.
"Close-Up." CBC interview of BR by Elaine Grand.

3. New Audio Cassette. 239 "The Attack of Academic Freedom in Britain and
America." Univ~-~f-- Chicago Roundtable, June 22, 1952. 30 min. BR and others.
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(8) THE COLLECTED PAPERS: VOLUME 6

Now joining Volumes 1, 2. 7. 8. 9. 12. and 13 of The Collected Papers of
Bertrand Russell is Volume 6. Logical and Philosophical Papers. The list
price is blOO.OO. Here are excerpts from Routledge's (the publisher's)
publicity brochure about The Collected Papers and Volume 6 in particular.

Logical and
Philosophical

Papers
Volume 6

Edit<:dbv John G Slater,
lni\"nsitv ,;r"ToronlO with the
assistanc~ or Bernd Frohmann

.1,100.00

liME
COLLECTED
PAPERS OF
BERTRAND

RUSSELL
rile \ car.'" covered hy this volume of
tlu- (','ollected papers of Bertrand
Russett \\ ere among the most
l1nHJIICtiH'" philt)sophically speaking,
of Ru ..•..•l..:ll"s (""I11ir<.: c-areer. In addition to

the pap<.:rs rcprintvd line. he brought
FriJlcfjJio .\!at!.1('!Jlatictl to its finished
for-m .md \\TIHl' 11)<,Problems of
IJ/lil(JsrllJJ.~I·. ll)('fJ1:J' (l./ Kncnrledge and
A"/ttJukdge (1/ the /;".\'1('0/(// World. In
t utohcr I l.) Ill, he began teaching at
(:;IOlhridgc. having accepted an
:qlplJintrlll.:nt :IS lec-turer in logic and
the priIKipll"~ of matllemalic~ at Trinity
ClJl\q..:.c for a term of five Yt.'ars.A year
1.11l:r Llld\\.ig \X'itt~(:nstdn began to
JltCl1l1 hi:--lectures. Within a flow
1ll()lllllS he was influencing Russell's
phili) ....()pllic:tl thinking as much as, or
ruorv than, I{Ll~:-L'1l was tntlucnctng his .

Prill

682 pp

October 1992

0-415·08446·6
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Vol. 6 Contents
J I\{l I
1.O(;IC AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF
~lATIiEMATICS

1 The Theory of Logical Types
11910J
The Philosophical Importance of
Mathematical Logic (1911]
On the Axioms of the Infinite and
of the Transfinite 119111

4 What is Logic? [1912]
'i Reply to Koyrc 119121
6 Review of Reymond 119091
7 Review of Carus [1909J
H Review of Mannoury 119101
9 A Medical Logician 119121

13 The Basis of Realism [19111
14 Analytic Realism (1911)
15 Knowledge by Acquaintance and

Knowledge by Description
[1911)

16 On the Relations of Universals
and Particulars [19121

17 The Nature of Sense-Data: A
Reply to Dr. Dawes Hicks [19131

18 On the Notion of cause [19131

PARTlY
ETHICS
19 The Elements of Eth1cs (19091
20 Spinoza [19101

PART V
CRITIQUE OF PRAGMATISM
21 Pragmatism [19091
22 The Philosophy of William James

[19101
23 Review of James's Memories and

Studies [1911J
24 Pragmatism and Logic [19121
25 Review of James's Essays In

Radical Empiricism [19121
26 Review of Boutroux 119121

I'\HI" II

TIlE PROBLEMOF MATTER
IO On Matter 119121
II Nine Short Manuscripts on Matter

\1912-131

\1\ I PI

METAPHYSICSAND EPISTEMOLOGY
12 On the Nature of Truth and

Falsehood [19101

II Preface to Philosophical Essays
[1910)

III EH. Bradley's Criticism of
Russell and His Reply to Russell
[1910-111

IV Sur les axiornes de linfini et du
transllni {1911 I

V Le Realisme analytique [19111
VI G. Dawes Hicks's "The Nature of

Sense-Data" [1911]
VII Remarks Opening the section

{19121
VIII "Response a M. Koyre" [t9121

and an English Translation of
"Sur les nombres de M. Russell"
by A. Koyre

IX "On Mr. Russell's Reasons for
Supposing That Bergson's
Philosophy Is Not True" by
H. Wildon Carr

PART \'I
CRITIQUE OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF
BERGSON
27 The Professor's Guide: to Laughter

(1912J
28 The Philosophy of Bergson

(1912]
29 Metaphysics and intuition [19131
30 Mr. WIldon Carr's Defence of

Bergson [19131

PARl'VIl
CRITIQUE OF IDEAUSM
31 Some Explanations in Reply to

Mr. Bradley [19101
32 The Philosophy of Theism [1912J
33 Hegel and Common sense [1912)
34 The Philosophy of Good Taste

(1912J'
35 The 1Wi1ight of the Absolute:

11913J
36 Phllosophy Made Orthodox

[19131
Al'iNOTATlON

APPENDIXES
1 EC.S. Schiller's Replies to Papers

21 and 24 [1909-121 .

HlIIIJO(;RAPIIIC 1.\1>1:\

<;r;-;UUI.I.'-;IJI'\

Volume I Call1hriJ~l' t-:-"S<lyS: 1HHH-1899

THE COLtECTED PAPERS OI~ BERTRAND RLSSEtt
volume xv Chin:.l and Labour: 19.W-191-1

lHl~ll'Hl\'J
volumeXVI Ikh:.ldourisnl and Education 192,,>-!l)2HVolume 11 I'hilusophil";;II~dpc:rs: IHIJ8--190;\

ltIN9!0IK>lI!

volume III TowardsThe Principles of M41thernatics
o 41~ tl'NU~ 4

VOIUlllC IV Philosophical Papers: 190}-190";
1I,tl~n'HUI>!

Volume V Philosophical Papers: 1<.X)(•. 1908
u 41~ ll'}~tl- u

Volume VI Philosophical P'<IJX:rs: 19Q9--19H
041<;11&1466

Volume VII Theory of Knowledge: The 1913 Manuscript:
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Volume YIU Philosophical Papers 1914-1919
0(}492007.7

Volume IX Philosophical Papers 1919-1926
o 04 92007~ <;

Volume X Philosophical Papers 1927-1946
041~094089

Volume XI Philosophical Papers 1947·1%5
0.1<; 090f0') 7

Volume XII Contemplation and Action: 1902·1914
OCM92nO-:'8X

Volume XlII Prophecy and Dissent: 1914-1916
0049lOO79R

Volume XN Revolution and geconstrucnon: 1917·1920
041S~100

votume XVII Science. Sex and Suckty: IlJ29-l9U
u 41~ U'HI ~ <;

Volume XVIII Fascism anJ Other lkpn -sston l.l.."KJcks 19."'."'·19."'(1
(141'>(1'1'114,\

Volume XIX 11K.' Man Who Stud. Pins mttrs Wili.·, and Other
E.•.••••ys: 1936·19.-\<)
U41~II'H'<; 1

voturue XX 11M.' Problcmsof Democracy.19-H~194'1
u41<;1H-tlbX

Volume XXI Civiljsarion and rhc Bomb: 1944-1949
O .•JH)':/4,"8

Volume XXII RcsJX'ctability - AI Last: 1l),,().19"i3
o '11<;1)O;l-\UI 6

Volume }{.XlII Man's Peril: 1954-19";8
041<;094194

Volume XXIV The campaign fOT Nuclear Disarmament: 1958-1960
° 41S 094208

Volume XXV A New PWI for Peace. and Other Essays: 1960-1964
o.,.~094216

Volume XXVI The vietnam campaign: 1965-1970
011'09--1224

Volume XXVII Newly discovered papers
041~09U3l

Volume XXVlII 1nda.
041S~240

GENERALEDITOR
John Passmore (Australian National University)

ADVISORYEDITORIALBOARD
Sir Alfred Ayer t

1. Grattan-Guinness (Middlesex Polytechnic)
Jock Gunn (Queen's Universirv)

Francess G. Halpenny (University of Toronto)
Royden Harrison (University of Warwick)
Leonard Linsky (University of Chicago)

H. C. G. Mathew (St. Hugh's College, Oxford)
John Passmore (Australian National University)

D. E Pears (Christ Church, Oxford) .
John M. Robson (University of Toronto)

Alan Ryan (Princeton Universitv)
Katharine Tait, .
t Deceased 19H9

•• J/.Je t'Jllires('}"ies oftol nnn-», {('hCII~; 1.'.'/1"'/(

uil! ln: illdis/)('llsiIJ/~ tu (/ tI.U)J'()/{,f!.II.\!IH:' "I /j,~

tntcttcctuat (/c/'('/0!JlI/cJlf oioru: uIros« 11/,'111,",
ou tbe !J!>llosojJ!», o(llI:s a nc! 11111'lillie 1',1'

jJer!>II!Js /)(,l'1I gn-ate): I!>IIII 1I>t11"I'an: .,II"
sillgll' hull/·/dllll!. ••.

P I; Strnwso n
The Times Literary xupplcnu-nt

• ~ y any standards Bertrand Russell was a prolific
1 Jlwriter. He was the author of seventy books in
addition to over 2,500 shorter public writings
including scholarly papers, essays, magazine and
newspaper articles, prefaces, tntroductions.
forewords, pamphlets, leaflets, book reviews,
political messages, letters and personal journals.

McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada
purchased the Bertrand Russell archives and
appointed a highly qualified editorial board to edit
the papers with financial assistance from the
Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council.

The editorial aim of The Collected Papers of
llerfro'wl Rl/ssl'1I is a complete, reliable, critical
edition which recognises the division between the
technical writings on philosophy and logic and the
other non-technical writings, and yet also succeeds
in placing the material in approximate
chronological order, so that the development of
Russell's thought can be followed and the many
intnconnections between his popular and
technical writings identified.
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(9) RUSSELL, MCCABE, AND THE LITTLE BLUE BOOKS

BRS President Michael Rockier has received the following letter from Wanda
Kuhn. If you would like to contact Ms. Kuhn, write to her at P.O. Box 67;
Phillipsville, CA 95559; U.S.A.

Friday, 1/29/93

Dear members of the Bertrand Russell Society:

Do any of you know of the books & pamphlets of Joseph McCabe (1868-
1953), one of the greatest British atheist writers & controversialists
who ever lived? Even better in this line than Bertrand Russell, I think.
An incredibly learned Franciscan monk, in his twenties McCabe was struck
by a Saul-on-the-road-to-Damascus sudden conversion, but in reverse: one
morning in the 1890s he awoke in his monastic cell to find himself an
atheist. Really, like Paul before him, the culmination of years of "fear
and trembling." McCabe wrote hundreds of books & articles over a 60 year
writing career. He penned the first critical study of Bernard Shaw in
England, I think, and his clashes with G.K. Chesterton on the platform
and in the press were legendary. The older he grew, the lefter his
politics: McCabe ended his days ranting for Stalin. I'd guess that after
about 1920 few of his books were published in the U. S.A. due to their
increasing vitriol.

Nevertheless, in the 1920s and 1930s millions of Americans had at
least the opportunity to read McCabe's stuff, in the form of E. Haldeman-
Julius' Little Blue Books. Perhaps some of the older B.R. Society members
recall these. For those who don't: published in remotest Kansas and sold
by mail order, these tiny blue (grey, really) pamphlets sold for a nickel,
and the thousands of titles ran the gamut from reprints of literary
classics jazzed up with sexy new titles, to manuals of farm implements.
The motto ran, "A University in Print," and, for all the hype & the cheap
printing & the low prestige, the claim was true. Haldeman-Julius had a
Socialist background and published as much leftwing & freethinking
propaganda as the traffic would bear, including lots of Bertrand Russell.
You could call him a village atheist who made money.

Over 30 years E. H.-J., published dozens of Joseph McCabe's works.
A few [titles] of my Little (and Big) Blue Books collection are by the
trenchant ex-Franciscan, but these mostly date from later, the 1940s. By
then McCabe had pretty much acquiesced in Stalinism, and the wit & the
fearless independence that marked his earlier writing seems to have dried
up, at least on the subject of the Soviet Union. It's really the earlier
stuff, (rom the Twenties & Thirties, that I'm writing to you about. I
had quite a bit of his earlier stuff as printed by E. Haldeman-Julius,
but it has all disappeared over the years. I remember a series on The
History of the Papacy published around 1931, which ransacks the great 19th
Century historians to prove that, from its inception, the Catholic Church
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has been one long tale of blood, corruption and bigotry. Six volumes,
I think it ran, each roughly the size of a modern Reader's Digest (what
a comparison), printed on the usual cheap newsprint and stapled in ...good
typography on this one, though, befitting a great theme. This series
deserves to be republished right now, with the full panoply of critical
exegesis, by some university press, Catholic, perhaps? First, a set must
be found to copy. Even 30 years ago when I owned these volumes, the pages
were yellow & brittling. Or is it brittle & yellowing? Hard to believe
any original copies of Papacy survive today.

There may be hope, however, for the lost McCabe works, like his
history of the Popes. But I need your advice & encouragement, Society
members. In 1968, I interviewed the son of E. Haldeman-Julius in the
ruins, practically, of the old Little Blue Books printing plant on the
edge of Girard, a quiet Kansas village. When I asked him'about the older
out-of-print L.B.B.s, and about the special publications, he smiled sadly
and said that all the (printing) plates had been donated to the University
of Indiana. The Kinsey Reports. Remember that? University of Indiana.
Does anyone know how to approach these academic mandarins to determine
the status of the Haldeman-Ju+ius plates? The lost Haldeman-Julius
plates? Sounds like the gimmick of a murder mystery starring some
beloved, cranky, bookish academic/amateur sleuth. I may write it myself
if my efforts to promote Joseph McCabe come to nothing ...Bertrand Russell
devoured mystery novels like a drug, you know.

Wouldn't it be grand if the Bloomington archivists could be persuaded
to reprint Joseph McCabe's History of the Papacy, or allow others to do
so. Bertrand Russell Society ..•please pray about this!

(10) NEW BOOK FROM THE BRS PHILIPPINE CHAPTER

Poch Suzara of the BRS Philippine Chapter has sent us a copy of The
Freethinker's Reader, a 188 page book reprinting writings about religion by
Russell, Robert Green Ingersoll, Carlos Esteban, and H.L. Mencken. The four
Russell items are "Bertrand Russell's Ten Commandments" (identified elsewhere
as "A Liberal Decalogue"); "Why I Am Not a Christian" (1927); "Has Religion
Made Useful Contributions to Civilization" (1930); and "Can Religion Cure Our
Troubles?" (1954).

In addition to editing this anthology, Poch wrote an introduction, which
relates the religious outlook--particularly that of the Christian variety--
to the Philippine situation. He concludes his introduction by noting,
"Religious values are true values if they promote a better society for all
of its members adding, not subtracting, to its own welfare."

To receive a copy of this book, we suggest writing to Poch (BRS Philippine
Chapter; 8 Zipper Street SLV; Makati, M.M.; Philippines) with a contribution
for the BRS Philippine Chapter to cover printing and mailing costs.
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(11) BRIS NOBEL PRIZE SPEECH: CORRECTING THE RECORD

In his capacity as BRS Vice President/Information, Lee Eisler recently
exchanged letters with Bruce R. Carsick, Vice President of The H.w.. Wilson
Company, publisher of numerous well known reference works. Our thanks to Lee
for trying to set the record straight in Nobel Prize Winners.

The H. W. Wilson Company
9b0 University AvenuE:!
Bronx. NY 104b2

12121/9L

Dear s i r s .

fhe article on Bertrand Russell in your Nobel Prize Winners (1987) tells, about
Russell's receiving the 1950 Nobel Prize for Liter~ture.

The last sentence in the paragraph on the Nobel Prize -- on page ?97, near the
bottom of the left column -- says this:

Russell did not deliver a formal lacture.

That sentence tells what Russell did not do; it could have -- and should have
-- said ~at Russell actually did do. Here is what happened at the Nobel
ceremony:

First came the Nobel Prize presentation speech, given by a representative ot
the Nobel selection committee. Then came Russell's response -- his acceptance
speech. He called it PoLitically .1mporCanCoes iree.

I don't knOl.oJwhether it qualifies as a "formal lecture", but I am not sure that
it deserves to be overlooked. Russell clearly attached importance to it. He
thought it good enough to include as a chapter in his 1954 book HUfTk3/1 soc i ecy
in ECI1.i.cs and Po.ILtii ce,

1 suggest that the next edition of Nobel Prize Winners give ~ more accur-e te ,
a more inclusive, picture of what happened on the occasion when Russell was
awarded a Nobel Prize.

Sincerely.

Lee Eisler
VP/lnformation

01U 950 UNIVERSITY AVENUE' BRONX
TEL E P H 0 N E: (2 1 2 l 588 - 8 4 0 0 • 800 - 3 6 7-6 7 7 0 •

H E H. W. W L S o N c OMPANY
NEW Y 0 R K J 0 4 '5 2

FAX: (212) 538-271b

Mr. Lee Eisler
VPIInformation
The Bertrand Russell Society
13336 Gulf Blvd., Apt. 304
Madeira Beach, FL 33708

December 28, 1992

Dear Mr. Eisler:

Thank you very much for your letter of December 21, 1992, concerning the article on
Bertrand Russell in Nobel Prize Winners.

No doubt we should have a look at Russell's acceptance speech. By any chance, do you
have a copy? If we mischaracterized his response, we would certainly change it for the next
printing.

Sincerely yours,/~~~.e
Bruce R. Carsick
Vice President
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(12) TREASURER'S REPORT

Treasurer Dennis J. Darland submitted these reports respectively for the
quarter ending December 31, 1992 and for the year ending December 31, 1992.

Beginning Balance, October 1, 1992 $5,241.64

Income
Contribu tions ' 290.50
Interest ..........................•.............................. 11.14
Meeting Fees .. '............•..............................•...... 700.00
Miscellaneous ...........•..........•.................... ' 7.75
New Members 383.50
Renewals ; 2,772.00

Total Income +4,164.89

Expenses
Library ....................................................•..... 70.00
Membership and Information Committee 3,246.71
Miscellaneous .....................•.............................. 62.59
Russell Subscriptions .....................•..................... 252.00
Scholarship ...........................................•....... 1,000.00

Total Expenses -4,631.30

Final Balance, December 31, 1992 ..........•................•... $4,775.23

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Beginning Balance, January 1, 1992 $2,991.34

Income
Contribu tions ......•.. ',' 2,423.50
Interest 50.81
Library ...............•.•..•...•.•.............................. 239.25
Meeting Fees ...........•...................................... 1,041.45
Miscellaneous 31.75
New Members 1,272.00
Renewals ................•..................................... 8,677.51

Total Income ',' + 13,736.27

Expenses
Library .•....................................................... 308.76
Membership and Information Committee 7,580.85
Miscellaneous ..................••.................•............. 154.77
Russell Subscriptions .•.......................... ~ 2,908.00
Scholarship 1,000.00

Total Expenses ...................•................ -11,952.38

Final Balance, December 31, 1992 $4,775.23
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(13)

RUSSELL SOCIETY NEWS, No. 77

ATTENTIONBR BOOKCOLLECTORS

February 1993

Thoemmes Antiquarian Books Ltd. (85 Park Street; Bristol BSI sPJ; England)
has issued a 40 page catalog, compiled by Herb Tandree, of books and other
materials by and about Russell that it offers for sale. Below are reduced-
size copies of the cover and a representative page. According to the cat-
alog, "Thoemmes has emphasized the selling of books by and about Bertrand Rus-
sell for a number of years. This bulletin represents a means of making
available a very wide range of Russell's works in their different editions,
as well as a good selection of critical works, and ending with a section of
related books. This wide range is reflected in the prices from collector's
items to paperbacks .... "

. Bulletin 3 7

BETRAND RUSSELL
BULLETIN

----------e----------

Books and Pamphlets by Russell
Critical Works on Russell

THOEMMES ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS LTD



Page 14 RUSSELL SOCIETY NEWS, No. 77 February 1993

n, 1lfE PHILOSOPHY OF IEIBNlZ.l992
With a new inIroducrion by Joim S1aIu.

London: ~' 352 pp. popt>bot*. _
7HIRD EDmON. £U.9'J

12 lA PHILOSOPHIE DEIEIBNIZ, ~ CRmQUE. l!Xll.
Traduil par Jean Ray & R~ J. Ray. Avec W>ePrdaix de rAuleur el
WI Avam-Propos par L lby-BruhJ. Paris: Ftlix Alcan..m + 233 pp.
&ani JII%1I stJl1II1X¥i' boads:
FIRSTFRENO! EDmON. mo.oo

13. lA PHILOSOPHIE DEIEIBNIZ, EXPOSE CRmQUE. l!Xll.
Traduit par Jean Ray & R~ J. Ray. Asec uee Prtfaa: de I'A.-eur el
WI Avara-Propos par L lby-BruhJ. Paris: Ftlix Alcan..m + 233 pp.
Recent JII%1I mmt>Ied ~ ori[jnaI front ••••••. bound in.
FIRSTFRENal EDmON. mo.oo

14. 1lfE PRlNCIPlFS OF MA1lIEMAncs.1SU3.
Volume 1 [All published]. Cambridge Univer>i!y Pr=.mr + 534 pp.
Original dmI<~ cloth, I'OU/i' trimmed, veryskilfully rebocked V..,. Rare

i:IRsr EDmON. £7SO.oo

'77", present waIc has /KQ main objects. 01", of these, the J"'fX! tltDl alI
pure matJrmratics deals exrlulivdy MJIt 00tJCqJtS tf4inobIe in !em1S of a
''''Y smaIl nwnbtr of fw-1Iil/ 10f¥aI conapt.r, and I!tot all its
f?"'P"S!Jio'.lS are dedudbIe from a very smaIl 1UU1rb<!rof fundnmmIi1l
108iCQ/ vrindP/es-. Th< demons/ronan of tltis thesis has, if I am not
mistaJ<i,~ alI the a!11OiJlly and precisio: of which matJrmrotia1/
dema.swtiom are capable. As the thesis is very recenI among
Ilrot1",1lOIidans, and is abnos: wrivmolly denied by plliIosophm. I have
wll1e11ake1~in this voaune; to defend its ,wiotlS pam, as oa:asiaJ arose,
against sudi advme tlleOries as appeared most ..uIdy held IT most dijfiDJJt
tJJdispeo«e.. The otIrer objed of dlis wrlc; w1ricil occupies POIf I, is the
expimwtion of tire fundamental carcepts wlricl. mat/lematic; aa:epts as
illdefinable. This is a purdy plUImopIricaI task, and 1 cannot flatter m}lldf
tha; I IUM: done more titan indicate a vastjield ofintpiJy· .." (Preface p. v].
Upon jinis/Ung die book, and sadly leawrg certain questions of paradax
unsdved; "Rillsell was not wi/liJrgto let these destroy his cenlTai a'l'lunent
and he speu die rest of the year, and the spdng and early sumnrer of 1902,
ill putting the finishing touches. A5 far as the COIlITadictiOIl W(lS' concerned;
he had woxcd 01// w110tIre himself well knew KW' only a Gude solutial.
He put it ill all appendix, apologzed fo: its illade<1I1JC)',trusted tha ill due
COlllSeI", would be able tJJdo bet16, and a' 23 May 1902 handed 0'''' tit.
manusaipc to tJ~plblisltm.
17 1 II " • I k 11
" tl l' . "'1 J • eO had read Frege's
&'!fiffssdrrifl in the 189Q; but had failed to Lale in 1'XXlhe had
bought the first volume of tbe ~e author's Gnuui{petU ~ AJitI.netik

in which Frcge had applied his symbolic log><:to arithmetic and begun
io work out an analysis of arithmetic based entirely on 15'cal operaliom.
Now, rcadi the book in the quiet of his study at M' . r, Russell
realized tha~rege had used, as a cornerstone to his whole p osophyof
mathematics, the method of constructing classes which Russell had
proved led directly to the paradox.
On 16June, Russell 'Mole to Frege. He expressed his appreciation of
-thc Begriff~,drrift. But, he went on, he had only recently studied the first
volume of the Grundseseae der Aruhnieik. He agreed with most of it.
But. he continued, 'There is just one point where I have encountered a
difficulty. You state that a function, too, can ad as the indeterminate
clement. .." (and so forth).. ..
Frcge replied by return. "Your discovery of the contradictton ,:"used me
the greatest surprise and, I would almost say, consternauon, since n has

shaken the basis on which 1 inIcoded to build arithmetic," he 'Mole. "..Jt
is aD the more scrioos sino; w(h the kss of my Rule V, nol only the
foundatiom of ariIhmelic, buI also the sole pmsjbIe foondations of
dhmeIi<; seem to wnish."
Sixtyyean 1aIer, Russdl """ slilI unpressed by Frege's noble reply. "As I
think abod acts of int~ and grace, 1 realise that there is D~ in
my knoMcdge to compare w(h Frcge's dedication to trulh, ..." (Clark 1'1'.
lll-lllO).

Manin Ol7D1; SlaIcr PSM/NXJ3At'm<\.

THE PRINCIPLES
OF

MATHEMATICS

BY

BERTRAND RUSSELL MA.,
LATE FELLOW 0,. TII.l"ITY {"OLL£I;E, (;"~ll\llll)(·t_

15. 1lfE PRlNCIPlFS OF MA1lfEMATICS. 1950.
london: George Allen & Unwin. .mil- + 534 pp. QIWnaJ bale
publislrers cJaJ. ill blue tmst-jacket.
SECONDEDmON, Fifth Imp",ssWtl £'*l.fXl

Marrin 037JlI; not in 9ater.

16. 1lfE PRINCIPlFS OF MA1lfEMATICS·I1964].
New York; W.W. NorIon..mit + 534 pp. + /1]. Ori/pwi cream; greya,ui
oraJlge~.
FiIYI PapetfJad< ediJia. tlUIS. £16.tX1

Martina37.14;~r PSM/A~B.19xx.d.

17. PRINCIPlFS OF MATItEMATICS. 1<m.
With a new introduction by John Slater.

london: Routled.<te.592 pp.. paperlxx:k, lIew,
7HIRDEDmON. £1~.99

18. PfIIU)SOPfIICAlE.,\SA'r'S.191O.
london: longmans, Green, & Co. 'i + COIII<!I1tsleaf + lliS {'P. Original
red c1aJ~ roc'll' tnnuned:
FIRSTEDmON. £2lMU.,

Tbese essays are a seleaion of Russell's early plU/osopirical amclcs ( IS97-
1909). Most were repitlts, and tI", 0J1ic1e enmtcd "01, 'lie Nature Ilf Tn/d.
and Falsehood" was Kf'iltetl especially far this voume. TIre SUhjl'C!\- arc
eiJheron ethics o-tne 'UllJ~ oft1UJh, tllejim primarily due tohisfnmiNlifl
with G.E. M(J()(f!, and the lauer partly stenvningfron his study oj William
James' philosophy of prrlglla!ism .. I" a postsoipc added to ttu: flf'l)OfS
Russell says: "TIle death of WtlJiam James. which OCQtm!J IdU'1J tlk'
printing of this book was already far advanced; makes me H.ish to cxrress.
wllat ill tile COlllSeof COIuro-.ooiaI writings docs 1101ade<1/atcly al'l"'ar. tile
profOfUuJ respect and personal esteem which I feU for him, as did all who
knew him, and "9' deep sense of the public and private loss OCCQ,iol/cdbv
his death .." (Pn:Joce p. ~i).17Us was a poluc M-tT)' of saying he diwl-,nYd
"";thlames.

(14) CORRECTION OF RSN, NO. 76

RSN, No. 76 (November 1992), Section 21, page
Nicholas Griffin was the recipient of the 1992 BRS
Letters of Bertrand Russell. That section should
was recognized with the 1992 BRS Book Award for
Apprenticeship.

20 incorrectly stated that
Book Award for The Selected
have read that Dr. Griffin

his book Russell's Idealist
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(15 ) "CONTROVERSY AT 90"
Harry Ruja has located yet another noteworthy BR newspaper clipping. This one
comes from the Toronto Daily Star, May 19, 1962, pp. 25, 31.

Russell:
Controversy
At 90
By RALPH THOMAS

~rtrand Russell. etten caned "Br:ltaln'i
.;:nat!'st citizen after Winston Churchill," was
90 years old yesterday, He Is considered by
some to be the greatest living philosopher and
tbe most Important logician since Aristotle,
but he is most widely known AI • mathema-
tlcian, moral Iconoclast, progressive educator,
political passivist, ana at the moment •• a
fighter for nuclear disarmament.

He wu jailed durl~g World War I for his
pLUivism. and a. subject or scandal for his
theortes of education and morality between the
wan. Just two mon~ ago he was again jall~
for Icta at elva disobedience ••• member of
the mfIiUnt Committee of the 100, In o(f·shoot
of tM JnO" .edat. CampaIgn (or Nuclear
Disumament. .

One of the greatest men
0/ our aee, he', a ,)"mbol 0/
intelligence and moral courage.

, (Continued from Page 25)
. "HLs Innuence is Krellter

In thei realm of sochl mores
and especially educatlon.
His boole "On Educatton'
is especially important in
encouraging • c h 0 0 1s to
.1Iow students gr~at free-
dom, as o~posed '10 the
restrictive' methods of the
past."

Prof~uor F u It • n H.
"'nd~non, hud of the unl-
"crslly's pbllo~opby depart·
mpnt:

"Russell's &reat exuber-
ance of imagination and
facUity for construction' has
Jed him to producing

·"philOlOph~.l pot-boilers,"

~ moit 'lrl,. ..itiDt~pbl1olOphtttWork .•.•• -<.
b!fore World ~ 1lrithe· fielcl.of math;';':
matlcal logics,/culminating Iii the Public:atloD
(l91()'13) of the.: thre.volume:,"Prtncipla
Mathematic." Written, in -collaboration with.
philosopher Alfred North WhlteheacL,

. Following the war he changed' dlrectloll
and launched a torrent, of popular mUnS'
which won him a much wider readership. Sucb
boob·.. "The Conquest of Happineu," "Mar·
'riage and Morila,"and "EducatiOn' and th'··
Social Order:' eame4 hlm the Nobel Prb •. for
Ujerature In 1950. , ,.:" ....:, :., -, . .:

ThiJ week The Star eeva~ tucllen of
philosophy at th •. Unlverlit, of Toronto for'
their estimation olEar!· RuaeU. 'whQle m_
ha! spanned two world wan and aD enormous
development In .clence and thought. TheIr
comments foIIow. ' .

Professor David Savan, •.hese rteld Is sym·
bollc: -lotte and mathematil'S:

"No other modern logician has exerted a
greater direct influence on contemporary
thought. At the turn of the century he made
a series of contributions to logic and logical
philosophy of the :greatest Importance. both
clarifying the work of hls predecessors in the
field of mathematical logic an4 mating lome
important discoveries himself. '

"Russell is In the very first rank of tb.
great logicians of all hiltoi'y,"

, Professor Thom •• A, GoudIe, tllil Irar' •.
l'inner of tbe Governor GeDenl'. A_aM lor
Don·fktloD:

"His work Is amon; the mOlt Important
done In F.nl(Jand In the 20th century, but not
necessarily in the field of philosophy. He tsn't
one who encourages a sebool of thought. be-
cause he hal frequently changed hla funda-mentindea5~' . . -- --. - ..

(Continued on Paie 31)

since his earlier more
rigoroua and sy:.temalic
"'ora on Lelbniz and
mathematics .••

Profmcw Mama LoA.:
"One of Jhe great men

of the ale, but by no means
one of its, outslandinl
philoSophers. He isn't a
system builder. but a man
who ehallenged men to
think. Hia work In mathe-
matics and logics will of
course last and guarantee
him at leut a footnote in
the history of thought. .

"The man today is a
symbol of the trilgedy· of
our times, a time when the.

.Jntellect should be used

(or lh~ glOrification ot
J1IIll, but jll~telld Is used
for its destruction."

To IUbbl Abraham Fein·
bert. head of the Toronto
Committee for Survival,
the third Earl Russell is

. a symbol of Intellectual and
moral courage. particularly
to the you n g people
throughout the world.

"He is ,I great scientllle
thinker, but in the age
where science Is exploited
for military purposes, he
uses hls mind to "disrupt
the building of the bomb.
He is dedicated to the
peace race:'
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(16) ON YOUSUF KARSH

Yousuf Karsh is one of the most eminent living
published book, Karsh: The Art of the Portrait
of Canada, 1989), provides this information on its

photographers. A recently
(Ottawa: National Gallery

dust jacket:
Karsh was born in Armenia in 1908, and, after a difficult childhood,
emigrated to Canada in 1924 at the age of sixteen. Now eighty, he is
still an active photographer, and the recipient of numerous international
honours and awards. In 1989, the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary
of photography, Yousuf Karsh has made a generous gift of almost one
hundred of his best-known photographs to the National Gallery of Canada.
Approximately half of this gift, along with works from' the collections
of the artist, the Gallery, and the National Archives of Canada, comprise
"Karsh: The Art of the Portrait," the largest retrospective exhibition
ever mounted of Karsh's oeuvre, presented and circulated by the National
Gallery of Canada.

In September 1992, Don Jackanicz visited the Montreal Musuem of Fine Arts and
toured this Karsh exhibit. Among the numerous portrait photographs was a fine
one of Russell. A different Russell photograph appears on page 11 of the
Karsh book. It is identified in the book as "'Bertrand Russell,' 13 July
1949, gelatin silver, printed later, 33.6 x 40.8 cm , National Archives of
Canada, PA-165827."

Don subsequently visited the National Archives of Canada in Ottawa on whose
lobby exhibit walls was a Karsh portrait photography display titled "Great
Humanitarians." Besides Russell, those portrayed included Albert Schweitzer,
Albert Einstein, and Martin Luther King.

Copyright restrictions prevent us from reproducing these Russell photographs.
But they, and the innumerable other Karsh photographs, are indeed fine works
of art as well as important twentieth century documentary images.

(17) BR CENSORSHIP IN SOUTH KOREA

A recently published one volume reference work, The Encyclopedia of
Censorship, Jonathan Green, editor (New York: Facts on File, 1990) includes
this brief BR reference in its article titled "South Korea" (p. 294):

Seven-hundred political prisoners were still detained under the law in
late 1987 and the police regularly seized "communist" materials (including
Bertrand Russell's History of Western Philosophy from Seoul bookshops.

The Encyclopedia is well worth exarm.n i.ng for its coverage of historical and
contemporary issues relating to censorship in particular media and countries.
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(18) PAPERBACK EDITION OF HYLTON BOOK

Oxford University Press's 1992-1993 philosophy catalog includes this notice
of the availability of Peter Hylton's Russell, Idealism, and the Emergence
of Analytic Philosophy in a new paperback edition, as well as in the original
cloth edition. We are pleased to see the notice mentioned that Dr. Hylton
was the recipient of the 1991 BRS Book Award for this work.

Forthcoming in pllper!
Winner of the 1991 Bertmnd
Russell Society Book AWllnl
Russell, Idealism, and the Emergence
of Analytic Philosophy
PETER HYLTON, University of California, Santa
Barbara
"Here, at last, is a phili)S()phically sophisticated,
historically sensitive, and richly detailed account of
the events that led to the overthrow of the sort of
idealism that prevailed at Oxford and Cambridge at
the turn of the century and its replacement by so-
called analytic philosophy .... A splendid book. A
most welcome achievement and a must for any
academic library. "-Choice.
Analytic philosophy has become the dominant
philosophical tradition in the English-speaking world.
This book illuminates that tradition through a
historical examination of a crucial period in its
formation: the rejection ofIdealism by Bertrand
Russell and G.E. Moore at the beginning of the
twentieth century, and the subsequent development
of Russell's thought in the period before the First
World War.
1990 (paper January 1993) 440 pp.
23. 8240l8-X paper $22.00/$17.60
24. 824626-9 doth $69.00/$55.20

(19) RUSSELL ON GROWING OLDER

Wayne Booth, University of Chicago Professor of English Emeritus, has edited
a 349 pp. anthology titled The Art of Growing Older: .Writers on Living and
Aging (New York: Poseidon Press, 1992). The thoughts of 96 writers are
sampled. Among them are Sophocles, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Pauline Kael,
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Andre Gide, B.F. Skinner, Geoffrey Chaucer, and

.Russell. The Russell selection is taken from the Postscript of The
Autobiography of Bertrand Russell, volume 3.
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(20) A RUSSELL-MILOSEVIC REFERENCE

Tim Madigan has sent us James Walsh's January 4, 1993 Time article, "Man
of the Year: The World's Other Newsmakers," which has a subsection titled
"The Butcher of the Balkans: Slobodan Milosevic is the High Priest of 'Ethnic
Cleansing.'" Woods includes this reference to Russell on page 46:

In one of his typically nonconformist essays, Bertrand Russell once
dissected the fallacy of regarding oppressed peoples as morally superior.
The fact that they are tyrannized, the British philosopher observed, does
not mean that they will perform wonders of nobility and high-mindedness
once given their freedom. On the contrary: as unfolding events are
proving, communism, even Tito's diluted version, enforced a denial of base
instincts that have now burst out allover Central and Eastern Europe.

(21) HARRY RUJA WRITES TO NEWSWEEK, FLORA LEWIS, and RSN

The October 26, 1992 issue of Newsweek featured Tom Morganthau'spp. 36-39
article, "At the Brink of Disaster: .Th irt.y Years after the Cuban Missile
Crisis, Newly Released CIA Documents and Transcripts Show Just How Close We
Came to Nuclear War." In response Harry Ruja wrote the following letter to
the editor of Newsweek:

Of Khrushchev you say, "he was prepared to risk a shooting war as late as
Oct. 27". Of Kennedy, in contrast, you say he "fended off pressure to
use military force." You neglect, however, to provide many clues as to
why Khrushchev eventually backed down.

Part of the answer lies in a cable Bertrand Russell, the English
philosopher and peace activist, sent to Khrushchev on 23 October.
Published both in Pravda and Izvestia on 25 October, it appealed to him
to exercise restraint, declaring that "precipitous action could mean
annihilation for mankind."

Khrushchev welcomed this opportunity to wear the mantle of world savior,
assuring Russell in a lengthy reply that he would not make any "reckless
decisions" but would, rather, do "everything" in his power to prevent the
outbreak of war. Distributed by the Tass news agency, the letter received
wide attention. Soon after that, negotiations began in earnest, and the
crisis d~fused.

The force of Russell's appeal lay in glvlng Khrushchev a noble rationale
for retreat. Without this face-saving stratagem, he might have tried to
bluff it through, with possibly disastrous consequences.
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Harry also sent this November 20, 1992 letter to Flora Lewis, European Desk
Senior Editor of The New York Times:

It I s 25 years later. One president was in effect impeached because he
pursued the attack on Vietnam and gave up his hope for another term. We
have just elected another president who used every legal stratagem he
could think of to avoid joining the carnage. Thousands of friends and
relatives of dead Americans have shed bitter tears before the memorial
wall in Washington.

Has any of this led you to consider the piece you did for Look in April
1967 trashing Bertrand Russell for condemning the American aggression in
Vietnam and for being old?

If so, perhaps you might be willing to write an "I Was Wrong" piece for
the Times.

If you are inclined to respond to me directly, you might add an
explanation of how that "bulky young Englishman" (in a Sunday Express
reprint) could have "hissed" a sentence containing not a single "s", "c",
or "z"; and perhaps also how a young reporter for the college newspaper
could interview Russell in the fall of 1939 when he came to join the
faculty that academic year in such an objective and friendly manner and
then, with a distinguished career in journalism behind her, write such
a jaundiced report on his anti-Vietnam-War campaign.

On other matters, Harry contacted RSN as follows:

The story about BR and Wittgenstein which you reprinted in RSN, No. 74
from The Atlantic Monthly for July 1991 has various versions. ~re's the
version from BR's article on Wittgenstein in Mind, July 1951:

[Wittgenstein] maintained that all existential propositions are
meaningless. This was in a lecture room, and I invited him to
consider the proposition, "There is no hippopotamus in this room at
present." When he refused to believe this, I looked under all the
desks without finding one; but he remained unconvinced.

I tried identifying the source of "The exercise of power ..." from the
Gazette [see RSN, No. 76, November 1992, Section 27, p , 26] but did not
succeed within-the time I allowed myself. I found something like it in
Power, Chap. 1: "Every man would like to be God if it were possible; some
find it difficult to admit the impossibility."

(22) MICHAEL ROCKLER VISITS CHICAGO HUMANISTS

On January 24, 1993, BRS President Michael RockIer was guest speaker at the
Sunday Platform Meeting of The Ethical Humanist Society of Chicago. His 45
minute talk, "Bertrand Russell: A Skeptical Humanist," was well received by
those gathered, who included BRS members Ed Kellman and Don Jackanicz.
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CAROLINEMOOREHEAD'SNEWRUSSELL BIOGRAPHY

Caroline Moorhead's Bertrand Russell is now available in a cloth British
edition. An American edition, published by Viking, is scheduled for Autumn
1993 release. Rosemary Dinnage's October 2, 1992 Times Literary Supplement
book review places this new biography and another about Ottoline Morrell in

perspective.

Can philosophy. and philosophers' lives.
ever be made completely intelligible to the
ordinary reader? The outlines of Bertrand

Russell', long life are already known from pre-
vious biographies and h.isown autobiography; but
in the end, 15UPPOse. it is philosophy he must be
remembered for and not his once popular books
on marriage. education and other social topics, 1---------------
nor his work for pacifism during the Flnt World
War and the nuclear age. The drama of an intel-
lectual progression has rarely been 10 strikhtg(~ -.
visible. Godfathered by John Stuart Mill, early
mphaned of his tree-thinking aristocratic parents,
brought up by a morally strenuous grandmother; 1------------,----
fir\l le~son!> In geometry from his elder brother
("'Ihi~ ...•.as one of the great events of my life, as
dazzling as first love"); intense religious doubts,
and temporary conversion to Hegelianism (••( had
gone out 10 buy a tin of tobacco when

~~li(:~~;~~dl~~e~~S~~h: ~~~o~~~i:~ a~;I~:~~~I ---------------
sound:"): rejection of idealism ("a great libera-
tion. as if I had escaped from a hot-house on to a
~Ind.w.<:rt headland") and then dedication to
explonug the foundations of mathematics and
l(l~ic Ten years, with A. N. Whitehead,ofwriting
a 4 (MIO-pagehook. published thanks to a scientific
gr ant . and set by the only compositor at
('amoriJge able to deal with his symbols. The
cOl!vic!Lon that he had now shot his bolt intellec-
tually: the fateful meeting in 1911 with Wittgen-
'item. A~ Russell wrote, Wittgenstein "began u
mv pupil and ended as my supplanter",

Caroline Moorehead's excellent biography
rclatc s all this quite successfully. though in less
detar! than Ronald Clark's biography of 1975. lfit
i'i p<w,lble to summarize Hegel in fifteen lines, she
hac:; done it. But it still remains hard for the
untrained reader to understand how it W8! that
the thenry (If ctasses threw up such a contradiction
lor Ruvsell that his work was held up for nearly
two years, or what he and Wiugell5tem were at

Loving ghosts
(Hands up, whoever has done the same.} And
both of them, essentially, were brave in their
stand against class and convention; many friends
.turned against Russell for his pacifism in the
1914-18 war, but Ououne Morrell was firm in her
support. What, above all, they shared was a
scarcely recognized sense of bereavement. Her
much-loved father died when she was four: by the
time she was nineteen. her mol her had died 100.
In her diary she wrote, "II is no fun being an
dddity for it makes one eternally lonely. Un-
fortunately, 1combine being an oddity with being
very proud, and that makes one aloof. " Russell
described a sense of loneliness even more poig-
nanlly - 'almosl !ihockingly - in a well-known
passage in hi~ autol'liographr "I have loved a
ghost, and in loving a ghost my inmost self hns
itself become spectral. Ihave therefore buried it
deeper and deeper beneath layers of cheerfulness.
affection and joy of life." The ghost, surely,
was the mother that in adulthood he could not
remember.

Biography cannot ever quite represent 'he
~lace of such feelings in a lire; its nature is tu fill
pages. with actions and decisions and sayings. Hut
there are also the blank spaces that, rarely. open
up and show themselves, This is not to say that
Russell was not {ullof real energy and humour and
variety; but we must believe what he himself
perceived, what he felt 35 early as 1905 when
comforting a bereaved friend - that buried griefs
"burst their tombs, and wailed in the desert spaces
of one's mind. from which philosophy offered no
comfort whatsoever". The lifelong search for an
answer 10 his question. "Can human beings know
anything?" could have started in the mind of a
child deprived too suddenly of certainties.

So could his instantaneous rapport, not only
with Ottoline Morrell, but with Joseph Conrad.
also orphaned in childhood - such an extraordin-
ary and inslant rapport that he named his two sons
after him. The "conversion" he went through at
the SSe of twenty-nine, when he saw Whitehead's
wife Evelyn have a heart auack in front of her
three-year-old son. must also have been related 10
hi5 own childhood experience. From that mo-
ment, he wrote, he believed that in human rela-
tion!lione should "penetrate to the core of loneli-
ness in each person and speak to that". But the
insight he gained then did not make him the best
of parents himself. Just as Ottcline's daughter
rebelled against her mother's cultural glitter,
Russell's rejected her parents' "enlightened"
views; and the mental Itlness of his older son end
two granddaughters makes the family ghosts that
he feared in adolescence seem all too teal.
One would not like to have been the child ol either
of them.
Roumary Di"naR~'j boooks include The Ruffian
on the Stair: Reflections on death, /990. and One
to One: Experiences of psychotherapy, 1988.
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Caroline Moorehead
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of his fourth wife and his rather sinister secretary,
Ralph Schoenman, could be even further exa-
mined. A5 in 1918, he had been jailed for advocat-
in. acceptance of a Oerman peace offer, at the age
of eighty.nine he was - briefly - sent to prison for
inciting public disobedience in the anti-nuclear
cause.

Miranda Seymour
OTTOLINE MORRELL

Life on the grand scale
452pp. Hodder and Stoughton. £25,

0340518200

Betrand RusaeU at nlMty-sht

when they said they had spent the morning dls-
cussing whether there were two thinl' in the
world or three. II is important to know, at least,
that it was his underlying need to know whether
anything could he established 8S true that shaped
luv whole mind, and his sense of an unbridgeable
gap bet .•••.een thought and feeling. He himself felt
that his search had made him a "logic machine", a
"spectator and nol an actor", with a "mind like a
search light. very bright in one direction but dark
everywhere else" Those who met him-were also
struck by this. George Santayana saw in both
Ruwell and his brother "a strange mixture ... of
great ahility and great disability; prodigious
capacity and brilliance here - astonishing un-
consciou •.ness and want of perception there";
VIrginia Woolf that "this luminous vigoroU5 mind
seems to be attached to a Ilirray little car, like
that of a large glinting balloon". She would like
though, she added. "the run of his headpiece";
but might not have found it comfortable to
inhabit.

The other strand in Russell's life i5 the story of

his marriage and love-affairs. His early, idealistic
marriage to Alys Pearsall-Smith ran into boredom
before his first philosophical work was finished,
and then into hatred and misery, From this marri-
age he plunged abruptly and totally at the age of
thirty-six into his love-affair with ouonne
Morrell. In .the enormous Russell archive at
McMaster Univenity in Canada - as Moorehead
says, one of the most remarkable collections ever
assembled around a single penon - are over 2,000
leiters to Lady Ottohne from Russell, covering
not only the yean of their aftair but a lifelong
friendship. In view of his later deceitfulness with
his various 'Nomen friends, hi' attachment to her
seems almost pathetically intense and single.
minded. Of the same age and background as
himself, she did return his love, but not physically
_ his hand5 "were like the paws of a bear", me
said, "no feeling in them" - and nOI enough to
leave her husband and child. Once he had reached
a dead end in his love-affair, and a dead end in his
philosophical wort, one feels Russell becoming
somebow a harder, shallower and lea likeable
man _ but he had yean of puritanism to make up
for. Beatrice Webb, always a surprisingly acute
judge, remarked inher diary that compared to the
earlier Russell. it was sad "to look on this rather
frowsty, unhealthy and cynical personage".

Bat then abe did not like Dora, RusseU', second
wife, whom RusseU to some extent chose in order
to have children. It is odd how scantily the
question of fecundity and childbirth is treated in
biography (was Lawrence's behaviour, for in-
stance, affected by the fact that his wife had
children by another man and not him5el(1). Rus-
sell had always wanted children, and chose a
young and suitable second mate. The story of his
marriage, told from her side in Dora Russell's
autobioaraphy, is something of a cruel joke
played by an ironical God on two apostles of
rationality, free love and birth-control - both
authors of boob on the art of being happy. When
Russell grew sexually bored with Dora Rus~II, he
told her, like a good rationalist, that he would
bring up a child of hen by someone else if she
wished. She had two by someone else. Russell
retaliated by fathering a child on a young airt who
became hi. third wife and, eventually, ex-wife.
The hubris of separating intellect from feelings
such as rivalry, hurt, jealousy, pride and retalia-
tion can seldom have been so clearly demons-
trated. Beatrice Webb again, many years earlier,
had commented Ihat "compromise, mitigation,
mixed motive, phases of health of body and mind,
qualified statements, uncertain feelings, all seem
unknown to him", and that this friahtened her for
the future of those who loved him.

Towards the latter third 0," Moorehead',
Btrtrand RWSJ~Il.nd in his lonl old ale, the life
becomes gradually more that of the political than
the emotional man, He was deeply aware of
encroaching Nazi and Communisllyrannies, had
lost his place in academic life and run out of
how-to-be-happy books ("\lomitivc", Wittgen·
stein called them). In the academic posts he took
in America, he found himself, on his past record, a
moral oultul and eventually even without
money. Hi' renaissance u figurehead of the anti-
nuclear movement after the Second World War
deserves a book on its own -one in which the roles

Ouollne Morrell at thirty-nine

Thirty yean before Russell's death at ninety-
seven. and not long after 5he became aodmother
to his third child, Onctine Morrell died in her
sixties at the hands of a quack doctor. Miranda
Seymour's biography of her is to some extent a
partisan rehabilitation of the larger-than-life
Bloomsbury character who was so much canca-
tured. The woman who wondered, as she looked
back at her years as a generous hostess at
Garsington. "what was wrong, why it aroused so
much venom in others and why so many people
turned against us", had been cruelly lampooned
by former guests Aldous Huxley and D. H.
Lawrence, among ethers. as well as continuously
mocked behind her back by most of the Blooms-
bury set. Seymour establishes her case that
Ottohne Morrell was often brave and generous
and kind; the malice that pursued her. Seymour
attributes to the fact that, unfashionably, she held
vague religious beliefs, and also was secretive
about her love-affairs. But can that have been
quite enough to make so many people so merci-
less? 11 seems there must always have been some-
thing that her proteges felt to be raise about her
benevolence, something anxious and strained and
gushing that they quickly picked up. Seymour
might have quoted the scene at Lady OUoline's
memorial service when Lady Oxford asked a
Bloomsbury group why her friends quarrelled
with her. "Pause -' ", wrote Woolf in her diary (a
deservedly guilty pause"). "She was exigeente.
Duncan volunteered at last."

Both biographers agree tha~ Russell's love-
affair with Ottoline Morrell (for it was his with
her) was very deeply felt: influential, and in many
ways beneficial, for both. There was a deep sym-
pathy between them which lasted as long as she
lived, Russell wrote in his autobiography, empha-
sizing how both came from aristocratic but lonely
backgrounds and had overthrown class conven-
tions. With her in particular, Russell slruggted to
close the gap between mind and feeling. What
kind of life together they might have made is one
of literary history's intrilUins speculations:
certainly not an idyllic one.

Both were generous, in particular financially.
Caroline Moorehead simply comments, apropos
Russell's lean years, that he had given away his
inherited fortune - but is thrs a small thing?
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(24) MORE ON NOAM CHOMSKY

RSN, No. 76, November 1992, Section 18, p. 17 discussed Chronicles of Dissent,
a new book of Noam Chomsky interviews. We have since encountered two other
Chomsky news items of note.

A two hour, 47 minute Chomsky film documentary has begun circulating around
art film theaters, such as the Film Center of the Art Institute of Chicago.
Compiled by Montreal filmmakers Mark Achbar and Peter Wintonick, Manufacturing
Consent: Noam Chomsky and the Media depicts Chomsky the lecturer and
interviewee in various settings. Chicago Sun-Times critic Lloyd Sachs wrote
in his February 5, 1993 review, "Conversational even in his denunciations,
Chomsky is an easy guy to listen to for a radical. It's'not difficult to
shrug off his charges that modern government, but its nature violent, has the
same basic morality as Genghis Khan. But only a head stuck in the sand could
fail to appreciate the extent to which the media are designed to distract us
from the things that matter most in our lives." Sachs gave the film 3 1/2
stars. We suggest you consider seeking out this film.

A January 1, 1993 Chicago Tribune article by Ron Grossman (Section 5, pp. 1,
5) profiles Chomsky. Titled "Strong Words: At 64, Linguist Noam Chomsky
Continues to Say Things Not Everyone Wants to Hear," the article is
supplemented by this boxed item: "Being cited in an academic journal is one
approximation of intellectual influence. Here are the top 10 most-cited
sources in arts and humanities academic journals over a seven-year period
inspected by the Institute for Scientific Information, publisher of the Arts
& Humanities Index: 1) Karl Marx, 2) Vladimir Lenin, T),William Shakespeare,
4) Aristotle, 5) Bible, 6) Plato, 7) Sigmund Freud, 8) Noam Chomsky, 9) Georg
Hegel, 10) Cicero." Our question wou ld be, Where would Russell be located
on such a list?

(25) A RUSSELL COLLECTIBLE

Main Street Fine Books & Manuscripts (301 South Main Street; Galena, IL 61036;
U.S.A.) listed this item for sa~e in its recently issued Catalog No.3:

62. RUSSELL, BERTRAND (1872-1970). British philosopher and mathematician
awarded the 1950 Nobel prize for literature. Printed DS, lp , 7" x 10
1/4", Cambridge, England, 1948 May 16. Very good. Updating form for
Who's Who in America, to which Russell's 2" x 3" biographical entry from
the prevtous edition has been affixed. Russell has crossed out one line
reading "(with Prof. A.N. Whitehead) Principia Mathematica, 1910-13" and
written in "Human Knowledge, its scope and limits, 1947" and signed.
Comes with a second, similar sheet to which Russell has added the same
information. A very unusual piece containing a mini-biography. $200.00
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(26) RUSSELL AT THE BRITISH HISTORY ASSOCIATION

Steve Shafer, BRS member and an historian and dean at the University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, read his paper, "Bertrand Russell and the
Politicians,II at the monthly meeting of the University of Illinois British
History Association on February 8, 1993. The meeting was held at the home
of University of Illinois Professor of History Caroline Hibbard, a specialist
in the Tudor-Stuart period in British history, which, incidentally, is also
the area of expertise of BR's son, Conrad Russell.

(Conrad Russell is a professor in the Department of History of King's College,
University of London. On April 5, 1990, he visited the University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign to speak on "A Not-Quite-Federal State: Britain
1603-1990." See RSN, No. 67, August 1990.)

Steve's paper incorporated material originally intended for his "'Witty,
Pungent, Philosophical, Whimsical, and Bitter': Politicians' Perceptions of
Bertrand Russell in Britain" presentation made at the BRS's June 1992 annual
meeting in Washington, DC. We hope to receive an abstract of his paper for
future RSN publication.

In attendance was University of Illinois Professor of Music Nicholas
Temperley, who reminisced about being present at a Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament rally at Royal Albert Hall, London. He recalled how, following
a succession of less well known speakers, Russell's brief stage appearance
was greeted with loud enthusiasm.

(27) A COMEDIAN READS AND READS AND READS RUSSELL

The comedian in question is Tony Hancock, well known in Britain for his BBC
television appearances during the 1950s and 1960s. Hancock was particularly
appealing in his regularly scheduled television series, "Hancock's Half-Hour."

Steve Shafer, who has read .Ionathan Margolis's Cleese Encounters (New York:
St. Martin's Press, 1992), a biography of British comedian-actor John Cleese,
reports this item about Hancock from that book (pp. 188":'189): Tony Hancock
regularly carried two things around his dressing room--a Teddy Bear and a copy
of Bertrand Russell's A History of Western Philosophy. This snippet of
information was cited in the-context of comparing Cleese to Hancock, i.e. both
were/are great comedians who were/are also very much interested in serious
matters.

Regularly carrying A History of Western Philosophy--an 800+ page book--sounds
like something of a literary exaggeration. But it is refreshing to see a
reference to Russell connecting him to the world of British television humor.


