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ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE 1991

Io _EFQ.I_S]‘_er_ use the REGISTRATION FORM on the green sheet atop this newsletter. But hurry; the meeting is
nearly upon us.

The program.

Eriday. June 22,

4.00 - 6.00 Registration

6.00 7.30 Dinner

7:30 - 7.45 Welcoming Remarks

7.45 - 8.45 1991 BRB Service Award to Don Jackanicz; BRB 1991 Book Award to Peter Hylton"s
Russell, Idealism and the Emergenceof Analytic Philosophy

Harry RUja, Oddities in Russell's Published Work
Board meeting; all members welcome.
Saturday. June 22

8.00 - 9.00 Registration

9.00 - 10.15 Workshop by Don Jackanicz on Russell®s 1950 Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech. The
speech appears in Russell®s book, HUlllarSociety in Ethics and Poli tics as a
chapter titled Politically Important Desires. A copy of the speech will be sent
to all who register for the meeting. An audiotape of Russell delivering the
Nobel Speech will be available for listening during the week

10.15 - 10.30 Coffee

10.30 - 11.30 Society Meeting

11.30 - 12.30 Marvin Kohl, Russell, Love, and Moral Education

12.30 - 2.00 Lunch

2.15 - 3115 Michael J. Rockler, BeaconHill and Summerhill -- the Russell-Neill Correspondence

3.15 - 3.30 Coffee

3.30 - 4.30 John Lenz, Russell on History

4:30 - 6.00 Free Time

6:00 - 7.00 Red Hackle Hour

7.00 Banquet, Speech by Lawrence C. Broadwell, Vice-President, Planned Parenthood

Federation of America. Planned Parenthood 1is the recipient of the 1991 BRB Award.

Sunday, June 23

9.00 - 10.30 Gladys Leithauser and Margaret Moran, Russell as Fiction Writer

10.30 - 10.45 Coffee

10.45 - 11.45 Robert Davis, Is Russell's Socialism Phoney?

11.45 - 12.00 Closing Remarks

FOLLOW-UP

The ‘Famous Russellian ion” -- "That Han is the product of causes which had no prevision of the end
they were achieving, etc,"” -- quoted in The Bluffer's Guide to Philosophy (RBN68-10), is from A Free Man's
Worship. It can be found in Jihyl AmNot A Christian, in  Mysticism and Logic, and in The Basic Writings of

Bertrand Russell. Thank you, HARRY RUJA.

*Russell Society News, a quarterly. Thom Weidlich, Editor, 349 W. 123rd St., NY NY 10027
Lee Eisler, Co-Editor, 1664 Pleasant View Road, Coopersburg, PA 18036
Russell Society Library. Tom Stanley, Librarian, Box 434, Wilder, VT 05088
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Mr. Russell Predicts"

Mr. Russell Predicts

IN PRAISE  OF IDLENESS. By Bertrand
Russell. New York: W. W. Norton & Co.
1935. $2.50.

RELIGION AND SCIENCE. By Bertrand
Russell.  New York: Henry Holt & Co.
1935. $2.

Reviewed by \N~-THUCOLTON

ERTRAND RUSSELL isan asset to

ciziliz~.tion, .whether ~ one agrees

WIth his social philosophy or not.
His socialism is not Marxian. He dislikes
the Russian 'procedure as much as the
Italian and German. He thinks it probable
that the era we are entering will be more
socialistic than the last, but he looks to
gradual changes born of situations and
events, persuasive rather than violent. He
finds unregulated economics too erratic
to endure; they are headed for control.
But socialism to him must be democratic,
or it will be a despotism or an iron oli-

BRwould have been appal-
led at the Iragi invasion
of Kuwait and at Saddam
Hussein's treatment of
the Kurds. BRwas quick
to condemn similar  crimes
in  1966. This is from ---~
"Information  Bulletin  No.
3" (June 1966) of Amnesty
for Iraqi Political Pri-
soners. Thank you, KEN
BLACKWELL.

)
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BOOK RBVIEIf

garchy. Here one may begin to question
the probabilities. A socialisticstate would
have so much to do, such vast responsi-
bilities, that it would have to be a huge
and intricate organization in order to
cover the ground. Could such an organi-
zation be run at all except by an oligarchy
or dictatorship? A Russian Commissar
would perhaps say that Russell was not
tough-minded enough to face realities,
but the Commissar might have his own
illusions too. He might think that even-
tually all Russians will think alike, and
then the state can safely change over to
democracy and freeclom:That speculation
would be as dubious as Russell's, and in
more diverging directions.

Bertrand Russell is an asset to the times,
however, because he is a distinguished
scientist and a model of lucidity. Tlle es-
says in "In Praise of Idleness" are ncarly
all on social and political. rather than
scientific issues, and do not bear the au-
thority of a specialist; but his lucidity is
with him always. The essay on Youthful

IRAQIS GAS KURDS. 1966

Hay 1991

in the SaturdaY Review of Literature. Decesber 28. 1935.

Cynicism points out ‘that this cynicism is
a characteristic of intelligent youth i*
.England, Fnmce and the United States,
not in Russia, India, Chlna, or Japan, or
generally in Germany. The title essay "la-
Praille  of Idlenesa” I'¢Ci'lla Stevenson's on
the same subject; '>ut Stevenson is' in-
terested In the pel'8Onalvalues of Idle-
ness, and Russell In the values to society
of distributed leisure.

"Religion. and Science,” In the later
part, deals with many ideas that are dif-
ficult in- themselves, but hla oplnJon ia
always' clear. The first confUctswere in
distant' fields, the astronomical. The in’;
surgenta were Copernicus, Kepler, Gall-
leo. The battle line ahlftedto geology anel
biology, and drew nearer and nearer to
the intimately hl1D1llll-pSychologyeth-
Ics, mysticism, free will and determinism.
Is there a definite limit to science, any
foreseeable halt In Ita triumphant career?
He indicates one by saying that science
haa to do with facta, nol values.

EARL BERTRAND RUSSELL

CONDEMNS.THE USE OF TOXIC GAS BY THE IRAQI

ARMY

AGAINST THE KURDISH PEOPLE

Earl

Bertrand  Russell

made a speciel

.&.pril, 1966, 'on the situetion

ment used toxic gaa in its

people. Earl Russall said

WI have now seen the evidehce
throughout
ot £l-Ba~zsa.
in Vietnam.
which have been used erperimentally
people by the United States,
against
EUrdistan,

sgainst  villagers
by the oligarc~
by the United Statel

i. popular revolution
and Peru to Iraqgi
tor their liberation

Icnom a. napalll
tha rurdhh

chemical
against
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the Bassaa OIliP1'Cbl
.Mad Banaa,etane!,
an4the  aUUari.

Ruee eU nnt
firet
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racial

stetement on 20th
et'ter the lIragi govern-

war against the Eurdish

in his statement:

on inhi~

etase.

to bep -lteen
the oii

Eurdistan

are being
crUel
the strUggle
ie met with barbariea,
implemented b7 new. and deadll poiaon gaa.
haa bean ule4 by the
people-.
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ot the Pentagon'l~ A ;-

ot the use ot poison gss
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the Vietnamese
tried out Wherever there
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this
It is clear
against
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oo &ii.~'

and Britain,

lhie~t;
in the 'dee p.rata

in  pOnrbiui
Auric.
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Clara Claiborne Park reviews two books by two important womenin BR's

MY  FATHER BERTRAND
RUSSELL. By Katharine Tait. Har-
court Brace Jovanovich. 111 pp.
'8.95

THE TAMARISK TREE: My Quat
for Libertll and Love. By Dora
Russell Putnam:'. 30. pp. $9.95

By CLARA CLAIBORNE PARK -

IN 1921, BERTRAND RUSSELL set down
what were in fact bls expeetanons for bls
owncblldren, thetirst of whom bad just been
born:

It existing knowledge were used and
tested methods applied, we could, Ina
generation,  produce a population
almost wbolly free from disease,
malevolence, and stupidity.  One
generation of fearless women could
transform the world by bringing Into It
a genera lion of fearless children, not
contorted into unnatural shapes, but
straight and candid, generous, affec-
tionate, and free. Their ardour would ..
sweep away the cruelty and pain which
we endure because we are lazy,
cowardly, hard-hearted, and stupid.

Fitty-live years later, Katharine RusseU
il and her mother, Dora Black Russell.
lave given us very different books, each
issessing in her own way the experiment
vhich in his own autobiography Bertrand

Russell. with laconic bonesty, pronounced a
failure.

The Russells were far from expecting the
average parent to have ILnatural grasp of
“existing tnowledge"and "tested
methQ!ls." Kate quotes ber mother: "Those
people who are not prepared to equlp them-
selves iD the neceSsat:Y way must either
abandon parenthood or have recourse to the
expert."  Although Dora Blaelt-s appren-
llceBblp to p8renthood consisted of Jevfral
years of IDllverslty study of 18th cen ry
France and Bertrand Russell was nearl 50
when bls first child was born, nel er
doubted that they were experts In child
development, as iDbow to live. Dora wrotelll
De/em, 0/ Childrenand 'I'neRight to Be
HC1fJPL/:Bertie wrote The Conquut of Hap-
pina. and EdiClitioll and the Good Life.
They fOUDdedtheir- oWn school 10 their
children could learn happily; "Happiness iD
children Is absolutely necessary to the
production of the best kind of buman being.”
The Idea of happinesssbadowed the
chlldbood of John and .Kate RusseU as
ominously as ever Victorian ldeas of sexual
repression and sin had shadowed  their
father's. What right had they not to be hap-
py? As Kate tells us. It was clear to them
from the beginning that they had enlightened
parents who "knew what was best for their
children and did not repeat bllDdly the mli,
takes of their own upbringing,” <.thallt was a
privilege tobelong to their family," that "we
need never feel afraid. we could speak to our
parents about anything,” that "we were free
and healthy and privileged,” It they fell
short, the fault must be their own, "since the

My

method was foolproof and the parents were
perfect,” Gullt bas many sources. 1lwas an
Irony her father cOllld not appreciate that
Kate wOuld ulUmfuely find ber liberation
from guilt IDthat Christianity on which he
had blamed many social and Individual Ills.

For Kate and Jobo were not happy, as
children or as adults. "They were born after
1914.and were therefore IDcapable of hap-
plness,” wrote their father. An explanation
at once too grandlose.and too easy, as Kate
shows. Not the least of the Iromes of the
Russells' various accounts Isthe realization
that the parents. products of an unenlighten-
ed Victorian upbringing, lived with 10 much
more zest and confidence than tbelr
cblldren. How much they saw and did I Until
she comes to the debacle of her marriage,
almost every page of Dora's chronicle is
testimony to ber capacity to enjoy. She
decorated her bome iDbrllllant,pure colors
that denied the past, Whben Bertie, who was a
feminist In name only, told ber It was too
dangerous for her to come with blm to
Bolshevik Russia. she went by herself; she
ran for Parliament; she had babies because
she wanted to, and enjoyed them. She was
one of those "fearless women." and her
quest for liberty and love might well bave
been successful If It had not run afoul of her
husband's quest for more of the same.

The children's security was sacrificed not
only 10 their parents' pursuit of happiness,
bUI 10 their passionately held principles.
Kate's memoir begins In a Cornish-Eden.
es4th a leisurely father all charm and artec-
tion devoting hours every afternoon to his

children. But chUdren need scboolTthe
Russells recognized that. SiDce no ord(nary
school could be trusted to produce the
children of the future, ardent, rational, and
free. when Kate was not yet four sbe and
John experienced the transformation- of
their home Into the bleakness of a boardlDg
school and their parents Into remote and Im-
partial. administrators, Overburdened with
teaching, coping with conlagioUB dlseases
and menu-planning, scrounging to ralle
money to keep the shaky enterprise going,
the Russells seem hardly to have noticed as
their children turned Into guarded, mistrust:
ful strangers, Dora had given upapromlsing

career for a home and chlldren. but the
marriage could not survive the strains tm-
posed by the school, by ber two pregnancies
by another man, and by the attractions of the
pretty young governess bired to give Kate
and John the companionship their parents
were too bEY to provide. The once-happy
family had ome, In Kate's words, "like
jagged spH ers, unable totouch one another
without wo ding,"

Russe:! himself acknowledged the failure
of the school In bls Autobiographll. He bas
Iltlle to say about the marriage; at the end of
a long, full life (which Included two more
marriages) It clearly no longer IDterested
him. 11Interests Dora passionately still. 10
China, she'd nursed blm back to life ; she lov-
ed him. She still can't understand what haP.
pened, when love and freedom and babies
were "In accord with the moral principles by
which we had been living," and "sexual
enlightenment ... the foundation stone of a
human, tolerant, bappy. and peaceful
society .. Why should not Russell. in his six-

life.

May 1991

Sorry about the last six lines!

Husband the Man

ties, welcome a baby that wasn't his, and
then another, especially when he'd told her
he didn't mind? .
Jlulbe  did mind, and the divorce that
followed was as lacerating and ugly as any
that take place among the unenlightened ." A
word from us of what the other parent
thought could bring on an endless explana-
lion from the one to whom we spoke. 1can
remember stili the sick, trapped feellDg 1
used to get when some careless word of mIDe
brought on a speech of self-justlflcatlon,
which could be ended only by assent, whether
genuine or feigned ., Merely to read of the
children's holidays, mathematically appor-
lioned to the half day between father and

mother. causes palD.. . . ,

For all ber reslllenee, Dora too wu per.
manently burt. Oneml&bt think80convlill:ed
a feminist would bave talten her bcsblesiid
returned gladly to the tind of aeneroas. till-
trammeled life she believed she hd. rilbt
to before Russell persuaded her to t;QIITJ
him. But unlike Russell. sbewu loyal iOpeo.
pleas well as to prindples. PatbedCIIHY. sbe
ends her autobiography with her divorce iD
1935,as Ifthe.o years since then bad brought
her nothing worth recordlDg. As she bad
feared, the vibrant femtnl1Jt wu "absorbed.
swallowed up entirely iDbls life iuld never
able to become what laspired to be IDmytnrtl
person,"

Kate Is now older than ber mother wu
then, and ber marriage too bas disIn-
tegrated. Her memoir Is balf the length of
her mother's, a quarter the length of her
father's.  Unlike theirs, It Is concentrated,
searching, bleakly honest - though less than
candid wben candor, we may surmise. would
bring others embarrassment or pain, Itisa
touching and admirable boot. One of its
fasclnatlons Is to see recorded bow Russell,
while preacbing freedom and ardor. In f<lct
Inculcated Inblschlldren thefamillarvalue5
ofhisownchlldbood:  duty, understatement,
self-control. "Joy was to be shared; distress
be considered private." "l belieVed that
demandIDg a fair share ofanytblDg. pointing
out any- acbhlevement of Otle's own, ™us
selfish. One should always do one's out.
standing best, and then say, 'Oh, It was
nothing. 1 only did my duty ... Kate leels
these values as a prison, but we mav be
gratetu; for them. Her book is spare but
deeply felt; IS record of unhapplr.es« con.
talns no trace of self-plt} or :el,
Justification. She tells usshe was gauche and
fat, taking only easy courses Incolle;;e; !hc
does nOl menllon that sbe entered at 15~":d
graduated with one of the two summa cern
laudes in her Radcliffe class. Convinced ear-
ly of her own inadequacy, sbe isscrupulo:Jsly
fair to everyone except berself. Ou:of its u:v
derstatement,  ber bookwells up uncxpccte-t-
ly to a final paragrapbthatrentls:~,e~~::r: It
will repay reading, and r\lreadin;;, h',":';1\ -ni
are concerned with Bertrand Rur<"~:...
love and children and families. "'e. ;
and practice, and with bow~iOll;;'
principles interact witbrecalci:~--~:
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BRS member Ramon ("Poch™)

- 1
Wiseman's words
With the worldwide situation

worsening everyday, perhaps we can
reflect on the words 0la wise man:
Bertrand Russell. 1quote:

"Our world Isa mad world. Ever
since 19141t has ceased to be
constructive, because men will not
lollow their Intelligence In creating
International cooperation, but persist
In retalli.Ing the division of mankind
Into hostile groups.

This collective failure to use the
Intelligence men possess for purposes
01sell-preservatlon Is due, ill the main,
to the Insane and destructive Impulses
which lurk Inthe unconscious of those
who have been unwtsely handled In
Inlancy. chlldhgod and adolescence.

In spite 01cbntlnually Improving
technique In productton, W';all grow
poorer. Inspite of being well aware 01
the horrors 01the next war. we con-

lInue to cultivate Inthe young those
sentiments which make It Inevitable. In
spite Olscience, we react against the
habit 01considering problems ration-
ally. Inspite 01Increasing command
over nature, most men leel more

Russell Society News, No. 70
BR QOO'TED
Suzara quotes BRat length in his letter
h~ess and Impotent than they have

fe since the Middle Ages. The source
o all this does not lie In the external
world. nor does It lie In the purely
cognitive part Qf our nalure, since we
know more than men knew before. It
lies Inour passions; It lies In au'
emotional habits; It lies In the senti-
ments Inslilled Inyouth, and Inthe
phobias created In Inlancy.

The cure 0lour problem Isto make
men sane. and to make men sane. they
must be educated sanely.

Atpresent the various lactors we
have been considering all tend lowards
social dlsaster.Religlon encourages

stupidity and ~n Insufficient sense of
reality; sex education frequently
produces nervous disorders, and
where It falls to do so overtly, too often.
plants discords In the unconscious
which make happiness Inadult llle
Impossible; nationalism as taught In
schools Implies that the most impor-
tant duty Olyoung men Is homicide;
class leellng promotes acquiescence In ¢
economic Inlustlce; and competition
promotes ruthlessness In the social
struggle.

Can It be wondered at that a world
In which the lorces 01the State are

to the Manila Standard.  October

Hay 1991

23, 1990.

Jevoted to producing In the young
Insanity, stupidity. readiness lor
homicide, economic InJustlce,and
ruthlessness - can It be wondered at, |
.say, that such a world Is not a happy
‘one?

Isa man 10be condemned as

Immoral and subversive because he
Wishes 1 substitute for these elemenls
In the moral education 01the present
day Intelllgence, sanity, kindliness and
asense of Justice?

The world has become So intolera-
bly tense, so c/larged wtth liatred, so
fIDed-wlith misfortune and pain thai
men hllve lost the power of balanced
judgment which Is needed lor emer-
gence Irom the slough In which man-
ldnd Is staggering. .
¢ Our age Is so painful that many of
the best men have been seized with
despair. But there Is no rational ground
for despair: the means 01happiness lor
the hurnan race exist, and It s only
necessary that the human race should
choose to use them."

POCHSUZARA
8 Zlpper Sr, SLV
Makad.MM

Flora Lewis quotes

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Flora Lewis

For'a
Sober
Balance

PARIS
ord from America Il about a
Wmood of blues, depression,
sense .of guilt, fears of cle-
-ettn, and dilapidation, a bleak future.
A ~l; shows 4 out of 10 expect things
to be worse In the next five years;
cJmpared with 2 out of 10 In 1984.
" I~~ e=:traordlnary contrast
to "IN Imu% euphoria of last year,
when ti,t long confrontation "with
Communism suddenly dissolved and
the American way - the democratic
system and free enterprlae - were
proclaimed trlumphanL
It Is alsJ a sharp contrast to the
East, and the feeling of Americans
BiI" West Europeans who go there to
listen to pleas for aid and advice on
how to "join" the open world. Ibey

BR in her New York Times column,

exp,ain, and commtserare, and dis-
1SS tile tremendous problems of
change. They can't help feeling lucky,
privileged, maybe wiser ., . until they
cross back over what Is stili the great
divide In how people live and what
they worry abouL

One commentator says “America
Is like a barroom drunk," bragging
about Its prowess one moment and
then blathering disconsolately about
the hopelessness and futility of It all
louis Lapham, the editor of Harpers,
Is quoted as writing, "I find myself
wondering whether the American ex-
periment with democracy may not
have run Its course.” And that at a
time when masses of people around
the world are declaring that demoe-
racy can't be considered a luxury, as
cynics suggested a generation ago,
but Is a necessity.

The hangover Is understandable.
There was a period of intoxication, of
trumpeting "We're  Number Qne,"
and deliberately but llllaYOWedlye-
glecting the maintenance and care of
society - education, the chronic poor,
roads and bridges, the plunse Into
debt. But a hangover can be a lesson;
It Isn't a fatal disease.

There has been a peculiar line
drawn between foreign and domestic
affairs, as though Americans live In
two separate worlds that have noth-
Ing to do with each other.

Perhaps there was something In

December 1, 1990.

the warning by Georgi Arbatov of the
Sovlel Union that when America lost
Its Communlsl enemy It wouldn't
know what to do but mope.

JThe British =
Russell wrote ~amea when
Vei'YYoung not to compare himself
with others because he always found
some who were worse, "and thai was
bad for me,” and some who were
better, "and that was bad for me."
BUilt's also true that It's the one way
to put your problems In perspective
when %ou get bleary-eyed and risk
losing balarice.

The Persian GUlIfcrisis brought the
sense of things going wrong Into In-
tensified focus. In the first weeks
after Iraq Invaded Kuwait, there was
a certain_exhilaration to see that the
world stili looked to the U.S. In an
emergency, that the U.S.was stlll the
leader and nobody elae would or could
play the role. Now the burden Is
weighing.

People ask why we are practicaliy
alone In the military buildup. They
alk If It's worth fighting for 01(which
gives wealth and power to dominate,
the things wars have always been
about and aggressors  always
sought).  Reaganesque  bravado,
which cheered the conquest of Gre-
nada (for the wrona reason) has been
left behind now that the challense Is
vastly bigger and more serious.

The gulf Isn't a saShay Into Pana-
ma, a street braWl or a Saturday

afternoon game that leaves every-
thing more or less the same when It's
over. careful planning and public un-
derstanding are needed not only on
how to deal with the crisis but also the
consequences to be faced after.

Sensitivity to Saudi Arabia's stric-
tures Is Irritating, and Ina way de-
meaning. In respect for Its way of life,
which can mean death for American
troops, the Red Cross Is painted OUI
on ambulances, the troops are forbid,
den pork as weD as beer, the Presi-
dent goes out to sea for Thanksgiving
prayers. French troops kept the
cross, which Is simply an Inversion of
the Swiss flag, but added a Muslim
red crescent, dress their chaplains as
medical aides and - it boggles the
mind for the French - forbid wine.
But it hasn't been publicized and pe0-
ple here don't knOwit, .

There Isn't_an easy way OULWar
must Ire avoided If possible, but It
may not be possible. Yet the choice
cannot'be to look after the world or
the U.S. It Isn't that kind of world
anymore. The U.S. cannot run it
alone, and cannot meet Its own needs
and aspirations by turning Its back.

"lbere are'thIngs to be done urgent-
ly at home, and abroad. Toslump Into
resigned depression or a sense of
being powerless would do' no more
good than noisy, empty boalts. The
U.S. can't fix aU-.tbetroubles In the
.rld;  nelCherllicl It callie them. 0
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OVERHEARD IN A BOOKSTORE
by Sheila Turcon

"You don"t have the book." The excited voice was definitely marked with disappointment. "The university
bookstore is all sold out and | was hoping 1°d find it here ..." The end of his ~entence was inaudible but by
then he had caught my interest by the intensity of his emotion. | was standing in the next row of a very

bookstore browsing for something that would interest a friend who is a voracious reader. It was a new

small
bookstore but built in an old-fashioned style, with shelves and shelves of books disappearing

ceiling, accessible only by oak-runged ladders that slid across both side walls.

up into the high

"l wanted to give the book to my father for Christmas.He likes
is so clearly written and makes so
emphasis, "1

"You see," he continued earnestly to the clerk,
to read, really he does, but he actually doesn"t do it much. And this book
@HBQ hgo%uléense that | think he"d enjoy it." There was a brief pause before he concluded with

"Whatever is this gem of a book,” 1 wondered, even more intrigued. |1 couldn"t see the two of them that clearly
over the rather high central bookstacks. Their voices were fading slightly as they walked away from me toward
the Philosophy section. The clerk was listing off a number of possible alternatives to her  customer. Her
selections varied Widely over a number of writers. She seemed to be stressing either their nationality or
popularity in describing them. The young man was unenthusiastic as he agreed to look at several titles. Just
as | concluded 1"d never find out the name of the elusive book he sought so diligently, he said rather loudly,
"You're absolutely sure you don"t have a copy of The Conquest of Happines!!P."

A rush of thoughts flooded through my mind. While 1 was glad that Russell®s book, written sixty years ago, was
still popular and wanted today, | regretted that neither bookstore had a copy for sale. Yet, there was nothing
I could actually do; my browsing continued. It appeared, however, that the customer was not going to be
shunted aside so easily. Back at the front of the store, he was asking the clerk what she thought of Russell.
"0oh, 1 like him," she said, to my relief. (Would | have been prepared to go to his defense if the reply had
been in the negative?) "l was liVing 1in Britain during the 1960s when he was very active for peace. Russell
tried to help people, ordinary people, and | admired him for that."” The young man seemed satisfied with her
reply, nodding his head in agreement. VYes, they concurred, Russell was a good man, perhaps even a great one.
He turned back to the Philosophy section and | tried to resume my task at hand.

leaving the shop at the same time as he and a young woman whom 1 had noticed drifting about the
store like me, not realiZing they were together. He had in the end bought some substitute book for his father,
he was explaining. "But," he exclaimed proudly, "l got him a Russell book anyway," as he pUlled it from the bag
and waved it back and forth in a flourish. "My father is going to own a book by Bertrand Russell,” he told her
in an exuberant tone, "even if it"s not my first choice.” They were too far away from me to read the title, and
Hefsﬁsse:;had intruded on their privacy for too long to even consider asking. What, dear reader, do you suppose

I ended up

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

Nominations for Directors, please, We Wish to elect 9 Directors this £ )
,}/1/92 Thus will give us a total of 24 elected Directors. The August Y&&', or 3-year  terms starting
o votin newsletter  wijl provide a ballot

e _are askin nominate candidates (wh se names will appear on the August ballot.) Any member may

We .
nominate any othe mem er to be a Director-Canti

notify the Elections Committee and someone will probably nominate you.

The duties of a Director are not burdensome. Directors are occasionally asked their opinion about something
or other by mail, and they are expected to make a reasonable effort to attend annual meetings, though not at
great expense. The .cost of attending meetings 1is (federal) tax-deductible for Directors.

If you wish to be a Candidate yourself,

We would like to have more than 9 names on the ballot,so as to give members a choice,

étg{grﬁgntst%%mntwﬁbggﬁ_the candidate should accompany a nomination.

terms expire at the end of 1991 are LOU ACHESON, ADAM PAUL BANNER, KEN
JUSTIN LEIBER, GIAOYS LEITHAUSER, STEVE REINHARDT, TOM STANLEY.

If you are volunteering, include a brief

Directors  whose BIACKWELL, JOHN
JACKANICZ, DAVID JOHNSON,

EgggIOMINAJgttO%Q_MEONE -- or to volunteer yourself -- write the Election Committee,c/0 the newsletter, address on
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From Coromgn Sense, March 1938.
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Why Radicals Are Unpopular

BY BERTRAND RUSSELL

In his last book "Freedom Versus Organization,"
Bertrand Russell eommented on the tendency to-
ward bitterness in the Marxian movement, tracing
it back to the circumstances in the life of Marx
himself. Here, at the request of the Editors, the
great English philosopher and mathematician de-
velops this idea in more general terms. A life-long
socialist and intelligent fighter against every form
of oppression, Mr. Russell's constructive hints here
may well lead to a more effective radical strategy.

always unpopular; George Lansbury, for example,

is universally beloved and | could think of many
other examples of advanced politicians who are or were
liked even by opponents. Nevertheless the fact remains
that, on the average, men who desire important political
or economic changes tend to be less agreeable companions,
from the standpoint of the average man, than easy-going
people who are content with things as they are.

The reasons for this are of various different kinds.

In the first place, Radicals are unpopular people because
unpopular people become Radicals. Few things tend more
to contentment than social success. A man who is liked at
.~"O_| ~Tirl college, respected by business colleagues, and
loved by the ladies whom he admires, will, as a rule, think
that all's right with the world, unless he suffers from ill
health or economic disaster. ~ On the other hand, the man who
is always out of it among his equals, who has no friends,
and whose offers of marriage are rejected, is apt to be-
come hostile to his own class, and to seek popularity in
a new milieu by championing the cause of his social in-

RADICALS (in the American sense) are by no means

feriors.  The educated men who supply leadership to
working-class movements are not infrequently of this
type. | do not mean, of course, that the process is con-
scious. | believe that the rational arguments for Radical-

ism are overwhelming, and that, when a man's circum-
stances predispose him to discontent, he becomes capable
of appreciating these arguments. To himself it appears
that he is guided by pure reason, and, in a sense, this
is true, since pure reason supplies grounds, of which he
is aware, which wholly justify his opinions.

The man who becomes a Radical because he is un-
popular is closely akin to the man who becomes a Radical
from inordinate love of power. This latter is the familial
type that loses its Radicalism as soon as it achieves suc-
cess; its best known examples are Julius Caesar, Napoleon,
Mussolini, and Hitler.  Most really able young Radicals
belong to this class, which is responsible for the constantly
repeated betrayal of the people by their chosen leaders.
Ambition is a stronger stimulus to hard work than a pure
desire for the public good.

The Radical leader, of whatever is likely to be

type,

.being profoundly conscious of the things that

a man who cares more for hard work than for what is
called pleasure, and who, therefore, has difficulty in be-
coming popular among ordinary pleasure-loving people.
A good many years ago | lived with Clifford Allen (now
Lord Allen of Hurtwood), who was at that time a
Socialist. Derby Day was approaching, and | made him
a speech, saying: "You and | profess to be on the side
of the People, but we have no sympathy with its enj~y-
ments, It cares much more for horse races than for SOCial
reform. Is it not our duty, as friends of the People, to
go to the Derby?" Neither of us had ever dreamed of
doing such a thing, but we agreed that we ought to mend-
our ways. However, when the time came we forgot all
about it. How, then, could we hope to win the sympathy
of ordinary men? Most democrats by conviction are
aristocrats  in their pleasures, and are thereby cut off
from the herd.

An Uncomfortable Realism

There are, however, deeper reasons for the u~popu-
larity of Radicals. Their outlook on the world s un-
comfortable, and brings to people's notice things which
they would like to overlook. | remember once, when
I was boating with a cheerful party during a holiday,
we came upon a magnificent yacht belonging to a South
African magnate, and | remarked: "That yacht is built
out of the blood of negroes.” You can imagine everyone
was a bit disquieted. The gaiety of the occasion was
spoiled for the moment. No one can be a Radical without
are amiss
in the world, which most people at most times wish to
ignore. And consciousness of evils is naturally associated
with hatred of those who seem to cause them. Very often,
hatred and envy of the successful is the cause of Radical-
ism; but when it is not, it is usually one of its effects.
If you think banks do harm, you will hate bankers; if you
are a pacifist, you will abominate munition makers; if you
are a Socialist, you will think ill of big industrialsts.
The nature of your pre-occupations will make it inevitable
that such men should be much in your mind, and there-
fore feelings of enmity are likely to play a large part
in your emotional life. To easy-going people you will
appear soured and bitter, and they will conclude that
love of Man is bound up with hatred of particular men.

Hatred of individuals who profit by the present system
is, of course, not logically justified by the belief that the
system ought to be changed. Successful men, as a rule,
are only cleverer than unsuccessful men, not more wicked.
Weare all the product of our circumstances, and moral
categories, as applied to persons, are unscientific. But
even those who hold this doctrine most strongly are un-
able, in practice, to live up to it. Marx, in spite of his
economic determinism, was filled with virulent hatred
of the bourgeoisie, and in this respect his followers have

Hay 1991
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been faithful to his example. A profound religious faith,
such as that of the Quakers, may enable a man to advo-
cate remedial measures without hatred, but will seldom
lead to championship of any fundamental economic or
political reconstruction. The resistance to such changes
has a force and violence which can hardly be met efficiently
without the driving force of hostile feeling, except perhaps
by one man in a eentury.

The Appeal to Personal Hatred

There are times when the very qualities that we have
been considering make the Radical popular, and they are
the times when radical changes are effected. Marat was
popular during the French Revolution, because most
people were suffering acutely, but did not regard their
own suffering as inevitable. He told them that they
would become prosperous if they cut off the heads of such
and such individuals. This sounded easy, and they be-
lieved him. Similarly Hitler told the Germans that all
would be well with them if they sufficiently persecuted
the Jews. Misery produces, in the normal man, one or
the other of two effects: apathy, if he thinks the situation
is hopeless; hatred, if he thinks it attributable to the
machinations of some individual or set of individuals.
Hatred is more agreeable to the sufferer, and will there-
fore be adopted if possible. The. politicians who appeal
to discontent canalize hatred. In order to succeed, they
must suggest as the enemy someone who is in any case
unpopular, and they must have a very short and simple
argument to prove that this person is the source of the
evil. Socialists have failed, on the whole, because capita-
lists are not instinctively disliked, and because the argu-
ment that we should do better without them is too long.
If, for "capitalists,” you substitute "Jewish capitalists,"

Russell Society News, No. 70
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the argument becomes much shorter and easier to under-

stand. Foreigners, also, can always be plausibly repre-

sented as the enemy. In the French Revolution, the hatred

of aristocrats was largely stimulated by the fact that

they were in league with the bated Austrians; and in

Russia, tbe Communists have always had national feeling

on their side since the intervention of 1915 and 1920'-
But in general Radicals are internationalists, and are

therefore unable to exploit anti-foreign feeling. This has
been, perhaps, the greatest of their difficulties.

The Problem a Radical Faces

The conscientious Radical is faced with great difficulties.
He knows that be can increase his popularity by being
false to his creed, and appealing to hatreds that have
nothing to do with the reforms in"which he believes. For
example: a community that suffers from Japanese com-
petition can easily be made' indignant about bad labor
conditions in Japan, and the unfair price-cutting that
they render possible. But if the speaker goes on to say
that it is Japanese employers who should be opposed,
not Japanese employees, he will lose a large part of the
sympathy of his audience. The Radical's only ultimate
protection against demagogic appeals to misguided hatreds
lies in education: he must convince intellectually a suf-
ficient number of people to form the nucleus of a propa-
gandist army. This is undoubtedly a difficult task, while
the whole force of the State and the plutocracy is dev~ted
to the fostering of unreason. But it is perhaps not so
hopeless a task as man! are now inclined to believe;
and in any case it cannot be shirked, since the appeal
to unreasoning emotion can always be better done by
charlatans.

FOR SALE

Newl17-Year Index of BRSNewsletters,
(within the USA). To borrow it from the RS Library,

postage, approx. $1.

BRpostcard. = After being out of print for several vyears,
$1 for the first

Haleman is once again available.
Postpaid.

Members' stationery. '8 1/2 x 11, white. Across the top,

1-68, 45 pages, 2523 entries.
send $1 for postage (within the USA), plus you pay return

1974-1990, Issues

our favorite
one, 75t each for more ordered at the

"The good life

Buy it for $8 postpaid

photo of BR-- taken in 1959 by Philippe
same time.

is one inspired by love and gUided by

knowledge.- Bertrand Russell*  On the bottom, "-Motto of The Bertrand Russell  Society, Inc." 90  sheets,
postpaid, USAS$6, Canada and Mexico $7.
1990-Meeting PaPers. The 10 papers presented at the 1990 Annual Meeting -- papers by Elizabeth Eames, Lee

Don Jackanicz, Harvin Kohl,
145 pages in all,

plus you pay return $1 postage

Eisler, Joan Houlding,
Ruja, and ThomWeidlich,
Library for $1 postage,

Buy any of the above from the newsletter,

Tim Madigan,
bound -- can be yours for $18 postpaid.

or borrow from the RS Library.

Chandrakala Padia, Michael Rockler, Harry
Or borrow them from the RS

Addresses on Page 1, bottom.
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AMERICAN ATHEISTS®™ 21ST CONVENTION

Once again we are indebted to BRS Member LARRY JUDKINS for a report on an American Atheists®™ Convention.
Larry*s report on M's 19th Annual National Convention (March 24-25, 1989) .appeared in the August 1989
newsletter (RSN63-6). What follows 1is his report on M"s 21st Annual National Convention (March 29-31, 1991).

This year"s convention was held in Scottsdale, Arizona, and over 400 people were present. | am happy to
report that | was not the only BRS member 1in attendance. At least one other.member was present, Christos
Tzanetakos, Director of M*s Miami Chapter.

The major events on Friday included two portrayals of "the Great Agnostic," Robert Green Ingersoll, by actor
William Boyd Francis. The first was titled "Some Mistakes of Hoses", derived from a speech which Ingersoll
himself considered one of his most important lectures. For his second performance, Hr. Francis delivered
Ingersoll*s address to the jury in the blasphemy trial of C. 13. Reynolds, widely regarded as one of the
hallmark pleas for freedom of speech in the United States.

Two speeches were given on Friday .. First, Jon G. Murray, President of M, spoke on-the "Christianization of
the United States,” a talk which dealt with the efforts of religionists to we America a "Christian
nation." Next, ex-theologian Frederick Ide gave an entertaining and informative lecture on "Denominations in
America -- or How to Tell One Christian from Another. "

Saturday was the principal day. After opening remarks by Jon Murray and others, M"s founder, Madalyn O"Hair
gave an excellent extemporaneous talk on '"the Rights of Atheists.” Appropriately, this was followed by the
lecture of Frank ShUtte, Director of the International League of Non-Believers and Atheists, headquartered
in Berlin, Germany. He spoke on "Mandatory Religion in Germany", a nation where blasphemy laws still exist
and are enforced.

BRS members may find it specially interesting that Hr. SchUtte also revealed that his organization~ has
initiated an appeal to hold an "International Russell Tribunal™ to investigate the causes and consequences
of the recent Persian Gulf War. It is modeled on the "lInternational Russell Tribunal on war Crimes in Viet
Nam, " organized 1in 1966 by BR and Jean-Paul Sartre.

The day"s final speech was that of Frank Zindler, Director of M"s Central Ohio Chapter. He is also a
leader in the fight against the killing of children by Christian Scientists and other so-called "faith
healers”. | found his lecture, "Child sacrifice in America,” to be the most fascinating -- albeit disturbing
-- event of the entire convention.

Three  "workshops" were held simUltaneously in the early afternoon on Saturday. One dealt with
overpopulation. Another sought to give the "Lazy Atheist" a "Guide to Political Power." In the third, a
brief analysis of the Bible was prOVided by Arthur Frederick Ide.

Three more "workshops" were held concurrently in the late afternoon. One concerned "Atheism and
Conscientious  Objection." In another, panelists discussed the successful efforts of Atheists to remove a
Christian cross from the campus of Arizona State University. In the third, Robert Sherman, National
Spokesperson  for M, gave Atheist activists several very helpfUl suggestions on how to recognize and act on
local church/state problems.

On Sunday, ex-CIA agent Victor Marchetti spoke on "the U.S. Special Relationship with Israel and Its Impact

on Middle Eastern Affairs.” Later, Jon Murray discussed an upcoming Supreme Court case which poses a
serious threat to the principle of church/state separation. In this case the Supreme Court will have the
opportunity  to throw out the so-called '"Lemon Test", which for nearly two decades the courts in the United

States have used to determine whether or not a given law or practice violates the separation of religion and
government.

During the entir~ Convention, a large book and product display room was open where literally hundreds of
different books and other items were available for purchase. A philatelic station was also on hand where one
could have envelopes stamped with a special postal cancellation to commemorate the occasion.

Of course, there were also plenty of opportunities for Atheists to socialize. A dance was held every
evening, and conventioneers could also visit with each other during the wonderful meals, including the
special Brunch Buffet and the Members® Dinner.

In conclusion | can only say that there was something for everyone, and that a great time was had by all. 1

strongly encourage all BRS members who are Atheists to try to attend the next National Convention of
American Atheists.

SPEAK UPI

Your letters. guestions. and suggestions are always welcome. If there"s something on your mind, tell us about
it. Thanks to STEPHEN FREY for reminding us to remind you about this.



Page 9 Russell Society News, No. 70 Hay 1991

From Cpmmn Sense, February 1944. With thanks to Whitfield Cobb.

a5 My Program for India

By Bertrand Russell

Brailsford holds, as | do, that the Congress
policy after the failure of the Cripps mission was

sistance included tearing up railway lines and or.

S alife-long friend of Indian freedom, | am indefensible. ~ He points out that- "non-violent"  reo
~lad there is every prospect, within a short

time after the end of the war, of achieving
as much independence in India as any nation in the
world ought to have. | have regretted that what
seemed to me the mistaken policy of the Congress
Party after the failure of the Cripps mission corn-
pelled me, for a time, to oppose certain claims
made by Hindu nationalists. | opposed them be'
cause | was convinced that, if conceded, they would
have led to a Japanese conquest of India, which
would have destroyed all hope of Indian freedom
and would have jeopardized freedom  throughout
the whole world. But as to what should be done
when the Japanese menace is over, | firmly believe
that India should have complete equality with other
independent  nations, subject only, in common with
all others, to such controls as may be established
by an international  authority. | do not expect that
India will choose to be a member of the British
Commonwealth, and | do not desire that any pres-
sure should be put on India to that end.

A recent book, H. N. Brailsford's  Subject India
expresses opinions which | share more nearly than
those of any book on India known to me. Brails-
ford is, | fear, somewhat too optimistic as regards
the prospects of Hindu-Moslem agreement. He
ignores  some awkward facts, such as Gandhi's
statement  that he would not eat food cooked by
a Mohammedan or allow his daughter to marry
into a caste different  from his own. But these de-
fects (if 1 am right in considering them such) are
completely  outweighed by Brailsford's merits.

His book deals not only with the politics but also
with the economics of the Indian peninsula, and
gives the kind of facts that a reader who is not
Indian would want to know. The average income
per person, he tells us, is about $19 a year; the
average life expectation is twenty-three and a half
years, as compared with ffry-four years in Great
Britain.  Of males 1B.3 per cent are literate; of
females 1.9 per cent. He estimates that in the jute
mills, before the war, one hundred pounds went to
British  shareholders ~ for every twelve pounds paid
in wages. Such facts need to be borne in mind in
any attempt to solve the Indian problem and in any
appraisal of the effect of the British Raj.

He mentions, however, with complete fairness,
the facts on the other side of the ledger: that fam-
ine was much worse in Mogul times than it is now;
that the British have done important work in irriga-
tion; that Indian capitalists are every bit as ruthless
as British investors in India; that, since the out-
break of the war, the entire British investment in
India has been wiped out; and that Gandhi sides
with landowners and wealthy industrialists  against
the poorer sections of the population.

ganizing strikes in munition works-actions which,
if Congress had been more successful, would have
facilitated a Japanese conquest of India. He men-
tions Gandhi's  description  of the Cripps oller as
a "post-dated check on a tottering bank,” and
draws the correct inference that rejection  was
largely motivated by the expectation of a Japanese
victory, since few Indians thought we could defend
India against the Japanese. The Congress revolt
in the summer of 1942 was, he says, a wrong done
to the family of nations: "Congress miscalculated
and forgot its international duty.” He holds, of
course-and in this | entirely agree-that the Brit.
ish badly mishandled the situation. But in criticiz-
ing their actions, Americans should ask themselves
what would have happened in this country if, for
example, the United Mine Workers had adopted
a similarly obstructive  policy to secure some polit-
ical end; and, to get a just view of the danger, they
should imagine the Germans in occupation  of
Canada.

THE mistakes of both sides in 1942 are, | hope,

ancient history. A new beginning must be
made, and | could wish the initiative to come from
the British.

I do not myself think it likely that any serious
administrative changes will be made while the
Japanese are in Burma or the Malay peninsula,
nor do 1 think they ought to be demanded. It is
difficult to conduct a great war during rapid gov-
ernmental changes, and it is at least doubtful
whether  an independent India would be able, at

.j)ece~ to.coiJ~{~bute as much to the war effort as
India contrjfurtes at present. But if the offer of
post-war  self-government were one that all India
recognized  as definite and irrevocable, the delay
would be slight, since it must require time to pre.
pare a new constitution and to reach agreement
among Indian parties. All the preliminary  work
could be done while the war is in progress, and
would certainly promote Indian loyalty to the cause
of the United Nations. Brailsford  says-and |
have repeatedly  urged-that any fresh offer to
India should be guaranteed by the United States,
Russia and China. Such a guarantee would remove
any suspicion of bad faith. In its absence, Indians
might expect the British, in the hour of victory, to
forget what they had promised in the dark hour.
Churchill's  unfortunate  remark about refusing to
preside at the liquidation of the British Empire has
naturally  strengthened Indian  suspicion.

Of British opinion at the present time | cannot
speak at first hand, since | have not been in Eng.
land since 193B. But from all that 1 can learn,
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there has been a strong movement towards the left.
Everybody  recognizes Mr.  Churchill's  supreme
merit as a leader in time of war, and no one wishes
to forget what we owe to his courage in 1940. But
his politics, apart from the simple aim of victory,
are not those of the majority. As soon as the war
against Germany comes to an end, there will have
to be a general election, and the new Parliament is
likely to be very different from the present one.
Great Britain will emerge from the war as a debtor
country, subordinate to the United States at sea,
and unahle to oppose Russia effectively in Asia.
Thus the whole basis of British imperialism in Asia
will have disappeared.  These facts, combined with
.the growth of liberal' sentiment, make it practically
certain that, when the war with Germany is fin.
ished, the British willbe willing to re-open nego-
tiations with Indian nationalists, and to acquiesce
in a United Nations guarantee of whatever agree-
ment may be reached. So far as the British are
concerned, therefore, the outlook is hopeful.

The British are likely to offer dominion status
at first, but as this admittedly entails the right of
secession it differs only sentimentally from the offer
of outright independence. It is in fact a folly to
endeavor to fit India as a dominion into the British
Commonwealth  of Nations. The other dominions
have sentimental ties with England, while India
has none. India will belong naturally to an Asiatic
Federation, ~with China and (eventually)  Japan.
The white country which will have the closest rela-
tions with this federation will be neither England
nor the United States, hut Russia. Even against
Russia, south-eastern  Asia is likely to assert its
independence  vigorously.

Japan has created in Asia the feeling that it is
possible to be independent of the white man. Neith-
er the United States nor the British Dominions are
likely, in any measurable  future, to permit much
Asiatic immigration, and Asia, in consequence, Wwill
maintain an attitude of aloofness towards white
men. The genuine independence of Asia is likely
to he one of the most important results of the pres-
ent war. Whatever  British imperialists mal' desire,
the day when the nritish could rule India will cease
with the defeat of Japan.

WHAT, then, ought the policv of the United

Nations to he? They should recognize-c-nnd
the British should recognize-e-that  India must have
such a measure and degree of independence as is
compatihle  with the existence of whatever inter-
national authority may he established.  Complete
independence is an anarchic ideal: no nation ought
to possess it where questions of peace an" war are
concerned.  But the superior authorirv  should he
international. ~ not national:  national  imperialism
should he abolished wherever it is politically pos-
sible to do so.

Great Britain should, at the earliest possible
moment, join with the United Stares, Russia and
China, in an offer of sclf-government to India,
terminating  all special Rritish rights. This would
come into effect six months or a Year after the end
of the war with lapan. The four nations would
immediately  appoint commissioners  to negotiate
with leading Indians of all parties. with a view to
framing a constitution.  This constitution would he
embodied in a treaty hetween India and the United
Nations as soon as India acnuir er] a national gov.
ernment capahle of concluding treaties. and the
constitution would be effective at the given dare at
the end of the war.
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Certain conditions should. however, he attached,
not onlv for India, hut also for an the nations reo
stored to self-government  after liheration from the
Naxis or the Japanese. The first of these should
concern the rights of minorities.  Tn Europe, how.
ever boundaries mal' he drawn. there will he racial
minorities. and theie will he the Te,,-ish prohlem.
No persecution of minorities should he tolerated
bv the inrernaeionalaurhorirv. There was such a
provision in the covenant of the League of Na-
tions, hut it was a dead issue: in the future, care
must he taken to make the provision effective. In
India the important minorities are religious, and
there must he a stipulation that they are to suffer
no disabilities,

The second proviso which should he imposed
evervwhere is more difficult-. There should he no
overthrow of an agreed' constitution hv force,
though legal means of changing the constitution

should be provided, and should not be made too
difficult. In many countries, at the outbreak of the
war, fascist military groups had acquired power by
unconstitutional  means; of this process Spain was
the outstanding example. In this way democracy
was destroyed throughout a large part of Europe,
and governments were set up which had no sanc-
tion except military force.

IT is generally recognized that the primary pur-

pose of the international  authority should be
to prevent war. | am contending that it should
consider it part of its duty to prevent civil war, as
well as war between nations. The reasons are two.
fold: first, civil war may easily spread into inter-
national war, as the Spanish civil war nearly did;
second, that by the establishment of fascist tyran-
nies the aims of the international government can

be defeated and war made probable. | do not say
that the form of government everywhere should be
democratic; | say only that the form of govern-

ment  should be sanctioned by a democratic  vote,
and alterable only hy a democratic procedure. ~ Any
attempt to alter it by force should be defeated by
the intervention of the international  authority.

In the case of India, this means that every im-
portant Indian group should acquiesce, in advance,
to the proposed constitution, and should bind itself
not to resort to civil war to change it. If no such
constitution  could be devised by the negotiations
between Indians and the United Nations' commis-
sioners, Pakistan would he necessary. If an agree-
ment on the basis of Pakistan were also unobtain-
ahle, Indian freedom would have to be postponed.
It is hardly to he supposed that, in such circum-
stances, it would long remain impossible to frame
an agreed constitution.  If it did, the United Na-
tions would have to conclude that India is not yet
ripe for self-government.

The dangers of civil discord in India between
Hindus and Moslems arc said hy Hindus to be ex.
aggerared by the British. As to this, | am content
to leave the matter in the hands of the proposed
commissioners, who should have power to act by
a majority, so that the British commissioner could
not alone make his view prevail. The commission-
ers should be expected to negotiate and inquire for
some considerable time before making definite pro.
posals. And they should listen to proposals as well
as make them. |fthe problem is soluble, this meth-
od should solve it.

Mr. Brailsford  suggests ten measures  that
should be adopted in India. First; there should be
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a Pacific Charter, supplementing the Atlantic Char. form is unimportant. My chief criticism of Brails-
ter; it should, in the name of all the United Na- ford's ten points is that | am not very optimistic as
ti.ons, offer independenc~ to all the Asiatic regions regards the seventh, negotiations  between Con-
hitherto governed by white men-India, the Dutch gress and the Moslem League. | think it likely
East Indies, the Philippines, etc. Second, the that considerable  pressure will be necessary to pro-
India Office should be abolished, and its work tak- d~ce agreem.ent between these two parties, and |
en over by the Dominions Office. Third, there think the United Nations could bring the necessary
should be a political amnesty.  Fourth, Congress pressure  more easily and more impartially  than
sho~Id call off the revolt. Fi fth, the Viceroy should the British could.

a.dvilse t~e Princes to concede civil and political | think also that Mr. Brailsford is optimistic if
rights, .\~'th the understanding  that if they refused h.e supposes that white men will surrender the
the British would no longer protect them. Sixth nch~s of th: Dutch East Indies and the Malay
the coalition ministries should resume office in the P~nIn~uJa, With the strategic port of Singapore. |
six Congress provinces.  Seventh, Congress and the think 1t more possible that these will come under
Moslem League (perhaps with the help of a medi- a condominium, giving America equal rights with
ator) should negotiateover Pakistan.  Eighth, the England and Holland.  The possibilities of Ameri-
Viceroy should call upon the best man to form a can. financial imperialism are suggested by Mr.
national government. Ninth, as soon as active hos- ~rallsford,  but could, | think, have been ernpha-
tilities are over, there should be new elections in Sized.

the provinces.  Tenth, the relations with the Brit- In conclu~io~, T, like Mr. Brailsford, would say
ish .Col\m~>nwealth should be fixed by treaty, and to.m~ compatriots: Do not deceive yourselves into
India, having been granted dominion status should thlliklllg  that you can retain your Indian Empire

afrer. the war; you cannot, and it would be the part
of Wisdom to surrender gracefully.  To Indians |

decide whether or riot to secede.

THES~ proposals  are designed to be easily ~vould say: Since your triumph at no distant date
practicable and to safeguard British pride as 1s assured, be a little patient while the war lasts
m~ch as is consistent with securing the important rememhering  that a Japanese victory would be

POints. I should myself prefer to see the United fatal to all your hopes. And to both sides | should

~ations  taking a more active part in the negoria- say: Cultivate an international outlook and en-
nons, but so long as the substance is secured, the deav?r to see the affairs of your own country in
relation to the supreme need of world peace.

BR*S BIRTHDAY, HAY 18TH

We repeat what we said in the last issue.

May 18th is the birthday of our Lord. Lord Russell was born 119 years ago. He left us a legacy of insights
and great ideas which enlighten and inspire. And a sterling example of moral courage. All of which deserve to

be celebrated.

One way to celebrate 1is to get together with other nearby BRS member and arrange for a birthday dinner -- at
a restaurant or at somebody's house -- with, if possible, a birthday cake and candles, and, of course, a toast

to Russell®s memory.
We suggest that you make your arrangements and reservations well in advance.
After the celebration, please tell us about it, for mention in a future newsletter.

P.S. Since you will be reading this ~ Hay 18th, let us make BR"s Birthday a Movable Feast, just like the
British  sovereigns. Celebrate BR"s birthday as soon as you can; we think it will count just as much in

Atheist Heaven as if you had done it on Hay 18th.
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RELIGION

a7 Our thanks to WILLIAHK. FIELDINGor sending us this ad from The New York Times of 9/23/90 (?»  (date

uncertain)
tained-and they won't find out about the role they must play in carry-
ing on these essential features of our democracy.

Fortunately.  people of all political and religious persuasions  now
agree that it's important 10 introduce leaching about religion into the
. curriculum.  Thal doesn't mean it will be easy to avoid some of the pit-

By Albert Shanker. Presidenl falls, but materials that should help are appearing.  For example,
American  Federation of Teachers Religious Freedom in America: A Teacher's Guide by Charles C .

Haynes (Silver Spring. Md.: Americans United Research Foundation,
Aﬂ .ESS&DII.&L EaHQfAmﬁLIQa.D. I I'IEIDI:.!! 1986) includes articles about the tradition of religious freedom in this
country and about Supreme Court decisions on the subject. as well as a

list of resources. And this fall, a curriculum series called Living With

TeaChlng About Rellglon Our Deepest Differences: Religious Liberty in a Pluralistic Society,
Progress doesn't always follow a straight line. Take the case of reli- which was developed and pilot-tested for upper elementary  school,
gion and the public schools. When | was young. public education junior high and high school by the Williamsburg Foundation, is sched-
still reflected this country's largely Christian and Protestant origins. uled to come out.
Most kids. no maner what their faith--or lack of it-started  the day lis- Religion in American History: What To Teach and How by Charles
tening to a passage from the King James Bible and saying the Lord's C. Haynes  (Alexandria. Va.: Association for Supervision and
Prayer. And this was hard for many of us. Curriculum  Development. 1990) is particularly  useful because it sug-
But when the U.S. Supreme Court abolished state-mandated  prayer gests ways of integrating religious issues and questions into a standard
and devotional use of the Bible in public schools. things went to the American  history course. Besides listing and providing bibliography
other extreme-teaching about religion became a bigger taboo than for 29 religious influences in American history, Haynes offers 9 origi-
teaching about sex. And this happened even though the Supreme Court nal documents that illustrate important religious issues, and he provides
was careful to distinguish between teaching religion in public schools excellent  supporting  material for each.
and teaching about religion. In fact, by the 1980s, religion had disap- The documents — show our country at its unique best-s-and at its
peared so completely' from the public schools that one popular text worst. And they raise issues that we are still dealing with and will as
series for children in elementary school identified the Pilgrims as "peo- lon~ as our coun~  exists. George Washington's moving letter to the
ple who made long trips"-17th-cenlury tourists,  perhaps-and Jewl~h congregation  of Newport, Rhode Island, which lays out the dis-
Christmas as a "warm time for special foods." tincnon  between  religious  toleration and religious freedom, ought to
Its not hard to see how this happened. People in schools worried make students feel proud and humble; it's a remarkable tradition they
about the line between acknowledging the role of religion in American have to live up to and continue. On the other hand, an 837 petition to
society and history and appearing to favor a particular faith. Would Congress arguing for a curtailment of the rights of Catholics reveals a
yearly concerts of Christian religious music cross the boundary into darker side of our heritage. But it doesn't encourage an attitude of com-
favoring Christianity? ~ Could a teacher speak about the importance of fortable superiority: Some of the arguments it advances were still cur-
Christian ~ values in Martin Luther King's life and work without being rent ~hen John F. Kell"edy ran for president in 1960-and  they'd play
accused of promoting the Christian religion? Did mentioning one reli- well 1 a number of Circles today. So students will have to grapple with
gion-or religious  holiday-mean you needed to give equal time to the problems the petition presents instead of just dismissing them.
others? (And if so, which others?) The best protection religious freedom can have now and in the
But as the description of the Pilgrims suggests, “When in doubt, future is for all of us to understand the challenges it has faced in the
leave it out" isn't a responsible, or a practical, answer. If students don't past. Teaching about religion in the public schools. and particularly in
know anything about the religions that helped shape our cultural her- American  history classes. is belated but welcome; it will help protect
itage. they'll have a very limited appreciation of that heritage. And if this uniquely ~American-and uniquely  precious-freedom.
theyr.e I_gnorant . a.bOUt the religions  practiced i our rr_1u|t|cu|turaln soct- To order Religious Freedom in Am-~ricQ, send $6 to Americans United. 8J20 Fenton
ety. it will be difficult for them to understand -or live harmoniously St, Silver Spring, Md. 20910; 10 order Religion in American History. send $16.95 to
with--the  people who practice them. Most important. if students don't ASCD. 1250 N. Pitt St, Alexandria. Va. 22314; for information about U";nR With Our
get a chance to discuss religion in their American history classes. they Drtpts, Differences, contact Learning Connections. ~ P.O. 80" 6007. Boulder, Colo.

won't leam about our unique tradition of religious freedom or how and 80306; lei. 303-44 1-9260.

why the separation of church and state was established and main-

FINANCES

(18) Treasurer Dennis Darland reports on the guarter ending 3/31/911

Bank balance on hand (12/31/90) -+ .. 843.47
Income, Newmembers...........ccccvvuennns . -.174.50
Renewals............. L O

397013
total dues..... 4,144.63
Contributions ......... L T, ... 770.00

Library sales & rentals 147.55
Misc. income.........coeeeeeeeeeennn. £9.29
Total income 5151.97 +5151.97
5995.44
Expenditures, Information & MembershipCommittees 67.46
Library expense 11.85
Subscriptions to Russell 300.00
Misc. Expenses.......... L IO ... 2475
Total expenses 504.06 -504.06

Bank Balance (3/31/91) 5,491.38
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BR, of course, was no friend of Christianity.

-A00Ks of The Times

"~ By GEORGE JOHNSON

- Durtna the survivalist craze of the
~rly 1980's,’ extremist  political
:~ments were thriving. There was
Christian Patriots Defense
~leque of Flora, Ill., which mslsted
. "t white Americans, not Jews, were
~'l chosen people. In preparation
'™ arace war that they believed was
118Wecally ordained, members were
~lling food and weapons and
KD ring to establish a smaller, all-
"..me America In the middle of the
-CClIt\Unenl, a parallelogram  whOse
coeners would be Pittsburgh, Atlanta,
'LUbbock, Tex., and Scottsbluff, Ark.
lhe New Christian Crusade Church
of Metairie, La., taught that Hitler
ese 3 better Christian than Billy Gra-
Mm. A booklet from something
~ the Church of the Holy Broth-
erhood, whose address was a post
.ptflce box In San Francisco, called
\upon Its members (If there really
.were any) to stalk and kill black
-."eeple because they "serve the anti-
thrilL"
.Hiltorians generally dismiss
~&'DUPI like these, which have existed
-tJuvuahout American history, as abo
~"rlUons.  But In "The Arrogance of
Faith," Forrest G. Wood, a professor
)1 flIstory at California State Untver-
llly at Bakersfield, argues that
-"Chrlstianlty, In the five centuries

Rnce Its message was first carried to

1!le peoples of the New World - and,
In particular, to the natives and the
transplanted ~ Africans of English
.~rth America and the United Slates
- -bas been fundamentally racist in
Its Ideology, organization, and prac-
tice."

. He .sees no paradox or doctrinal
Iliconslistency In the fact that so many

Coletts (Jan) See Eisler

Eisler (lee) writes.

have said he was either kidding or crazy.
of the American
indeed."

a conference
it is

ago at
Hay. And merry

RBuppe  (Cherie)

here. 1'm thriving."

-- the

adven turous one --
Now that"s what
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BOOK REVIEW

Hay 1991

We think he might have liked this book.

THE NEW YORK TiMBS THE ARTS sATURDAY, SBPTBMBBR U, mo

The ArTOgance of Faith

Christianity and Race in America
From the Colonial Era to the
Twentieth  Century

By Forrest G.Wood

5/7 pages. Afred A.. Knopf. '19.95.

'Onistian  settlers persecuted Indians
or kept slaves. "English North Amer-
Icans embraced slavery because they
were Christians, not in spite of it," he
wrltea.

Considering all the suffering that
has been inflicted In the name of the
world's great faiths, it might seem
perverse to pick on Christianity. But
Mr. Wood argues that Christians
have been especially dogged about
trying to implant their ideas Into un-
willing minds.

Drawing on a story from Benjamin
Franklin. he writes about a group of

NEWS  ABOUT

"If someone had told me a year ago that
That shows how wrong
We were married this month

is

we like to hear.

Humanist Association.

"off to Australia to visit

Susquehanna Indians who sat patient-
ly listening to a missionary tell them
about the Garden of Eden. After
learning that a snake tempted Eve
with an apple from the tree of knowl-
edge, the Indians politely agreed that
"it is indeed bad to eat apples." But
when they told their own myth about
a womnn coming down from the sky
to help them find maize. beans and

- tobacco, the missionary dlsmllled It
-as "mere fable, fiction. and false-
1hood." The Indians, who belteftd In
-many gods; seemed perfectly happy
~to accept another one Into their pan~
theon. But they quicltly leamed that
the Chrlatlans had no intention of
1 reciprocatilll.

i So It lawith monotheism: If there Is
one true rellalon, then othen are, by
definition,  superstitions. llam Is
known for Its enthusiasm In spread-
Ing the faith, but Mr. Wood bellevet
that Olrlstianlly has been eapeclally
aggreulve  becaU8e of Il biblical
mandate to spread “the word" to
every being on the planet. Only then
would the prophecIM be fulfllled 10
that Christ could make Hia Second
Coming. "Herein lay the fundamental
component of the Olrlatlan'l  rae-
Ism," he wrltea, "hllinherent 1nablll.
ty to leave other people alone."

Some Puritan  preachers  tauaht
that the "red men" were e ents of
Satan put Inthe New World to test the
settlers' resolve. In the early 17th
century, when teDI 'Of thoulandl 01
Indians died of smallpox brogtlt by
the Puritans, John Winthrop.as  able
to convince himself that the epidemic
was God's way of "thinning out" the
human fauna to make room for Olrl e«
tlans.

°

MEMBERS

1"d
1 can be.

be getting married

my

Jan Coletts and

friends for

The Racist Sins of Those Who Spread 'the Word'

Stortea like these make perversely
fascinating read.In&. A large part of
the book 11 devoted to describing the
tfleologlcal contortions used to justify

llavery. Elpeelally popular was a
cryptic story In Genesis about how
Ham wal cursed for showlna dlsre-
~lpeet for his father, Noah. (He
watched him sleeping naked.) God
punished Ham by making his son
Canaan a slave. Throughout the
South, preachers taught that black
people were deScendants of Ham and
Canaan and carried the biblical
curse.

Thil kind of theological rationallza.
tlon continues to thll day. The belief
that the prophecies will not be ful-
filled until the Gospel Is spread to
every comer of the earth has been
used to JUItify the development of a
lucrative  Olrlstlan  satellite  broad-
calting  network. Variations of the
ltory of Ham are stili circulated by
faclst groups. It Is disappointing that
despite the promise of the subtitle,
the book barely makes Its way Into
tlhgzogom century,leavilll  off Just after

And thouah the book la elllagingly
Written, there Is finally something
weartna about the zeal with which
Mr. Wood prosecutes his cue. Chrts-
tlanlty, like all relialons, has often
been used to encouraae rather than
transcend mankind's worst instincts.
The Bible proVided slave owners with
a convenient sourcebook of theologi-
cal excuses. But It also helped lay the
foundation for the moral code that led
people to question slavery In the first
place.

again within a year, 1°d
I met about a vyear

-- the merry month of

a month. All is well
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Religion and Science (1935)

(18 Oct 1935).

‘quite logically, of coune,

Religion

By the VERY REV. W. R.

LoaD Rv8s&U. is a lormidable controvenialist. and in this
book he deals, as we might expect, shrewd blows at those
,MO atill think that the cause of religion may be defended
apiolt triumphant naturalism. He believes in science, and
eecannot admit any other method of arriving at truth.”
esWhatever knowledge is attainable must be attained by
ICientillc methods."

He believes in science as the only avenue to truth. And
)~t for him all truth is relative. The' question between
Galileoand the Inquisition was .~only one of convenience in
description, not of objective truth." It is not an intellectual
enor to say that the sun goes round the earth.
begood ecience-it is not for me to lIBy-but | think it iJ bad
pbiloeoPhy. H 111fruth is relative, there is no standard by
,mich to measure IUlywhere, and the word truth, which has
8D .bsolute mNning, had better be dropped. Some of our
physicists and astronomen dabble in subjective Idealism, |
thiDk illegitimately. We cannot begin with atoms (no matter

-llowmuch minced up) regarded as concrete entities, and end
with mental concepts. Science la baaed on realJstic asawop-
tiaDs.and cannot drop them at will.- 'has

Tbe assumption of univenal relativity leacb J..ord Russell,
to declare dogmaUcally that there
are oo llbeolute \'alues. Now as religion I't"Mtent~ly on the
beliefthat the ultimate values are abeolute, aU poaibility of

~t is cut off at the outset. U he lariht, relipm 1l
'lot worth discussing.
For him" semystieciam expreuca an emotion, not a lact;

and therelore can be neith~ een-

" does not usert anything,
Religion  pclliCheswhen

Inned nor contradicted by science."
1& = makea  8ll8ertions about what la and not oolJy about
whatought to be." eeQuestiooa as to val__ lie wboUy out-
e the domain of knowledp,"” esWhlIt scieDae aumot
dilCOvemankind cannot know."

No papal bull could be more dosmatio thaD tbeae atatements.
But a Christlan phiJoeopher would dell)' every ODe01 them.
lie is not Jnterested In what Olllht to be, but In what"
~ _b lor facts, not emoUoaa. Spldtual tnath 1l
-~ by sc~; but it la, ht Plato’. Jaaauale.

esImowlJedse," wbereu our. vieft about the extemal
,... d are only eeopinion.” ~ wbo attack reJJPm  without
~ivilll  the I~tioa~. which it e.e.e DIllydo _ pretty
eeeee At the outpwU. but thg 1riU De\'V eany tbe main
pasitloa. ' .

Let us supPoae. with ~ Dot Incooaid.ble  th.InJcen, that
plity is spiritual, and that it la putial.ly but tNIy rewaled
eses yaderthe tll.ree foriM 01 truth, love (or 1100d-), and
~. the rellpluamind  ~ to be the attributel
f1. liviDaUld |IDChaDlinl  Creator. Then e approaeh
esese  to truth and rea,litr (the orda are.w-t iDter-

ble) w~ our miDdll are luly P E U by the
Moo~ the e~ieDce of loft, Uid the ~
rlgaut)”-'Ibe proof la experimeDtal; In 6:lllIririat tbeee

Ideals we are-at ODCellfted,abDve ounelva and aaltecl
lallhs state 01 heiDt- We tel and bow that s are

with rallty. 1DauU pblbopby s 00IDeto a p_

eee  re eeee {ru8t ounelvet; aDd ee* other expel cul
e» WDflUed witb thea
. WItlriD thil scheme, adeDae bolda a wry-boDounble pJ.oe.

, . eatlftly falle to -y that eeeee rIWIlua 6retl'lrflbou\
- Thls 1l a most llaUaeioua u.tnetloo; there la DO
plilPlua _ without \"alaatloa. Sdeace la the aerviae 01 OM

Zdill ultimate values, truth. mm._attm mHatm

- 8deDce. B.. BenraDd' A-U
- T ThomtoD Bll1&cworth. Is. 1 L)

l.-srevl.-e~ed by "the glOOlllIdean,"

Now this mayor

Rev. William Inge in The Spectator

and Science

ING.E

nature is after all one. to pursue one of these ul.imate \"ll1uC'
alone. Lord Russell Is by no meana an example of sclentllk

detachment when he encounters cruelty, oppreaion, And
injustice.  But, speaking broadly, we mllY-say thllt Darwin .
St. Francis, and '~ordsworth climbed the hili ofthe Lonl b).
dllrerent paths. Does Lord RU!llllIThail)" think toot only the

lint attained to real knowledge?

N 1 am right, Lord Ru_11 has begun his study of religion

‘with presuppositions which predetermine his verdict against

it, and prevent him flVm understandtng the ft'ligious view or
reality. Science is 11noble pursuit, but thl' saint and the poet

artist have equal rights; ron it i. a happy truth that those
who follow any one of these eternal spiritual values are not
much cramped by their specialising, for the three, though
distinct, are united as "a threefold coni not quickly broken."”

Having thus made our nect'llliBry protest, we are free to
enjoy the brilliant aword-play of the author. He has a hea~'
Indictment aRalnst C«.-leaiasticll for taking eavay the key of
knowledge, and JM'necuting those who wi'lhOOto explore new
truths. I have no wish to defend them. Rome es~iall.r

always been < bully,.under Wiocletian, under the Popes,
and now under Mussolini. It has bel~VI.j in coercion.- Wo
cannot make a il unaee, but we can 50mdimcs mau’ him
unsay, or at leR.~twe may make him hold his tORRIII'. But
I think there have been timCl-Ay in the fourth century and
in the thirtcenth. wben theology was abreast of the best
thought of the time; end Lord Russell him!lCIfthinks it
JKII8iblethat religion and science wlll soon criise to quarrel.
Our angry ptluiona have been diverted to politics. and tboee
who value what Blsmarek called the imponderables rna)'
find themselves on the same side.

Some of the sly hits are delicious. When ehloroform wbi
ftrit uaed in childbirth, the elerg)’ quoted Gennis: e |11
aorrow ahallthou brm, lorth ehlldrm."  *“Yes, but God gave
Adam an 8lllleSthetic wbeD He extracted his rib."  eeTrw,
but He DeVerpve tbe woman ODe." ,

*sThe Heeliaoa idelltiBed.tbe moral law with the law of
the State, 10 that true freedom conaiated in obeyinf the
police., Tlds doctriDe was mlICh liked by govrmmcnts.™

HJa criticism of alleled COGDIcPUrpcIR Is, | am afraid,
unao.werable. esWhy did tbe b give birth to plaoeta?
Why did the earth ooo1, and at last give rlaeto lift? ~BUJe
In the eDd MIIDethint admirable was going to I'ftUlt-l am
DOtquite IUre what, but | think it was loCieotiftctheo eeeee
and rellJlously- miaded sclenu.ts,”

It ~ well known that tbere Il a keen contro\-ersy bet.-
tbe mechaolclsta and tho.e whom their oppooeuts call vitalllta,
as to whetber tbe laws whieh reauJate loorpnic rnatter are
~t to explain tbe phenomena of Ille, mind, and Ipirit »
Lord R.-U very ~, ee u.ual. supports ~
meeharUei.ts, and .ya that ODlysea very lew " mcn of 1I1C!eDee

bold tbe oppomte opiDic& Oddly enou,h. this ill atmo.t «
quarrel between the two old CoJVYeftitics. 1 ~ aabd the
" of Culbridp what be thou,ht of Prot-

Jolua HaldaDe's vieee cCli. thia subJed. lie abook his beM.
and IBld. “"We thiDk him a ~retic." Bill at o.torcl be e
HtrClIl.1lylUpported. Lord RU.j&I.I,ofC'OWIIt,IIaCanIIJdemu .

Tlle book eDdawith tile ~ true wana.lllfthat estbe teee.ee
to IDtelleetual freedom la pater iD our day thiln at any time
aiDoe 11tO, but it cloea DOt DOW come from tbe I."bristiaA
eluuella™ W. _y-trwt a detenninW to be a clwDploa  of
~ 1lire the CalviDlata; the Jesuit s tbe apoetles of 1ift-

~ -a "-n~he ~ =

\un  t

bulDUI

May 1991
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Malcolm Rutherford reviews Ryans"s Bertrand Bussell; A Political ~ in the Einancial TimeQ, July 9, 1988.

MilCOImUJIlitHiftdiil~olrllie~;lihilOjopliet
whO'q~~W1th:almoSt.everyone

Reason on the rampage

. ef lcct ive  memlu-r meant bccominc RIIStieli spl:'nt iTiM;tOf the Second World
’%H”AND BUSSELL: A POUTICAL cmbrotied  in the Party organisation.  aml War in the LéS- maklilf_l? It clear that f(ije.
: fur that Russell was totallv unsuited. was as opposed to llitler as anyone an
by Alan Ryan. Allen Labe The Penguin Eventually  the Party threw him out altu- indeed Plﬁ)l’;"dy denouncing  a ¥00k that
Press. 116.95,.226 pages. entually Y X )
~I'thlr. he had written in favour of appeasement
In fact. for most of his life Russcll quar- in the miil-(!:10s. When he returned to
BERTRAND ~ RUSSELL' wu @-man of relled with almost vvcrvone. though  not L:llizland shortly — before the end of the
supreme Intelligence who had all the all :t till-sam« tuu». \gain that seerns til war, 1< was surprised to find that he was
seU<nnlldence  arising from having been I:" hark to hi" orunns. ill'causl' he was so n-Jaardl'd as a rather respectable  flgure.
bom Into the top or the aristocracy  to Ntrlig"nt  anti had such a lcrtile  mind lie was liven the Order of Merit. the
boot, lie also lived to the age of 97. Those. thill rliwld - 0V1'1' 1" uzay subjocls.  hI' Nolu-l I'me. for Liternturc  (he ~~ished it
three facts help to eX~lain a ereat deal 1"ld In- Hloll'r~1I11 1" tho™ II'ss ah™ :11111 (lmill han' bl''n for philosophy) and 1:I\e
llbout  him. . . till' first some say the best - Reith
Of his intelligence  there was no doubt. \I;ZZ \ﬁzveiead.enou';\ﬁ Alfezr; Eﬁ?geurer?grbierutg Lrrturt-s  for the IIIC.
It was said or his childhood that the only someone,  argument.  he had to say that It did nnt last. Russell was too intnlrr-
thinK *that ~kept him from suicide WU that they were sadists as well The aristocratic ant of lither IMople. of political ~ muvo-
he wanted to learn more about mathe- baekeround  did not lend humility. ments and IIf any larcc urcnnisanon  to
matics.  His Principia Mathematica' was He was also sheltered.  When he wir' srav Il line. lor Ilinl:. lie achi evr-rl a fIpn:
published  In 1910. lie died In 1970. Jailed at the end of the First World War tnuon lor inronsist e.nry. One explanation
His grandfather ~ was Lord John Russell, for writing an article caWng for an early' was that he had thought about ~o rnanv

suhj e,-ts so 11111'nthat he sometimes fill"
gilt whnt hI' hall rnnr-ludr-d  in the first
pl.<ce.. Anothor was that he was gl'ttilll~

who had been Prime' Minister —and For-
eib'll St'Creiary .. His I10dfather ~ was Johll
Stuart  Mill. who agreed that accepting

peace, he was made a first division pris:
oner. That me:mt having another  pris-

such a title did not imply a belief In the -ENer to c_lelln his gel!. eating .fOOd sent I old. " wits ,:1whr-n tlIP war "nlled allil
deity. His midwife wus Elizabeth  Garret to the Jail and unlimited  reading. matter. s W111'11I was drouncinu  the  Amort-
Anderson. whose medical  studies  had During his six months inside he read 200 an orfsince in Vienam. A third s that
been paid for by Russell's mother  but books and wrote two. h P f th 1d chanced h
who. under the rules of the time, could His personal life did not help his public the sta}]e Oh t;-d w:)_r £ ‘a'r(;ce h rai/_.-.r
not practise as a doctor because she was persona, lie was married four times and rrg(;rr]e vsairin almeost : as Iie n;;zt resistteed ;hg-
a woman. So Russell bclolll~ed firmly to had  numerous arfairs.  Sometimes he First Wurld  War
the liberal  aristocratic mtelllgentsia. seemed to write books on morality partly Aln Rvan's t;ook is Wﬁat it savs it is:
It was a bl:~!'r class then than it was to Justify his own behaviour. ~ When he \ I'oyil'i( A Life. It is about th =, flll'lilies IIf
later. And that in a wav was Russell's was offered a chair at the City University £he mzyin” hased on a careful readin £ all
) . ) : g of a
undoing. lie never reall y lea med to IIf New York in (140, the mother or a girl . .
belong to anything ri~. and probably did student objected through the courts. Her that he thought ~and snid. There is. T
not want to. The worhl chanced around lawyer described  Russell as: “Lecherous, think. one omission.  Russell's  anti-Arncrt-
him and to some extent caueht up with libidinous; ~ venerous, erotomanlac.  aphro- cnrusm.  both as a young and an 011.Iman.
him. There was no point in being a Lib- disiac, irreverent  and narrow-minded." sterns  from his own peculiar background.
oral in the 1930s sinre the Liberal Party Thde ﬁourt ruleld in _thhedlmotherr]'s favour ﬁ;glc'r'c?mrlsr']ng%%l dl?/vom f"t:o'rmi."hlsr gtrlsrttr)]—
i o and the umversltv  withdrl'w  the' appoint- intrlh- . il rest. the.
\’/JV;Sm on eilttﬁerwav.inUULiSThrlfl'.lontaﬁH.nOtmmut%he nwnt.  “Narrow-minded," however, ~ seems hunk is wond"rfully entcrtnmiru; and
: a hit much. informed:  almost a social history.

Labour Party atur  19:-1.,since to he an

DIRECTORSOF THE BERTRANDRUSSELL SOCIETY, INC.
elected for 3-year terms, as shown

1989-911 LOU ACHESON,AOAMPAUL BANNER, KEN BLACKWELL, JOHN JACKANICZ, DAVID JOHNSON, JUSTIN LEIBER, GLADYS
LEITHAUSER, STEVE REINHARDT, 0OH STANLEY

1990-92. JACK COWLES,WILLIAM FIELDING, DAVID GOLDMAN,STEVE HARAGIDES, FRANKPAGE, PAUL SCHILPP, WARREN
SHITH, RAMONSUZARA, THOHWEIDLICH

1991-93. IRVING ANELLIS, BOB DAVIS, BOB JAMES, HUGHMOORHEADCHANDRAKALAAOIA, HARRYRUJA

The 6 BRS Officers are also Directors, ex officio
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HUHAHIRBWS

Eree Inquiry & Prometheus Books get a free plug ~ ~ (April 16, 1991). Ireland also nicely
frau Douglreland, media critic in The Village excoriates Catholicism"s silliest ritual:
Just ~ whenyou thought that network television's the superstitious, and the downright psychotic.
self-1:iegradation  in its endless search  for There were a few caveats sprinkled over Tom
profits  had reached its nadir, along came ABC Jarriel"s report--the unfortunate  girl  whose
vx{lth ".20L2Q's unbellgvably repulsive "exorcism privacy was violated st~ seeing deeons after
video.” Cog>lete with a Hollywood-hype sound- being heavily medicated by her psychiatrist,  and
track_ (the  pounding exbortatlo_ns of  Orff's by constantly repeating "1"e happy now," she
the segment stinllated  a flood gave the ’iglression of a zalbie on 1100C
of gush frOIll the show's cohosts: Barbara, 110re elevators. But, as Roiier Ailes will tell you,
Wawahan ever, lisped her "thanks to the Catho- it's the pictures that count on TV, not the
lic Cturch for being so courageous as to allow words. The only real instance of delllOllic
our cameras” to record the theatrics. No cou- possession on the show involved those  who
rage was involved: the Ctllrch"s DedJershiP is presented it: Jerrold, producer Rob Wallace,
declining  faster  than you can pronounce the Wawa, and HughDowns, an overrated airhead who
words “ccodoe" or “abortion,” and the decision seellled CCllillletelyduped by this medieval clap-
to put these sensational doings on the air trap. All of these avaricious subintelligences
(facilitated by the priest described as Cardinal should be force-fed Onihe Barricades: Religion
O'Connor's  “"exorciSll consultant”)  1l1IOUI1ltetb a and Free Inquiry in Conflict a collection from
prilletille  prOllO. It's as if Saatchi I Saatchi the pages of the useful secular tlmanist revi.ew
had hired George Romero to produce a spot Eree Inquiry  just published in Buffalo by
desi,gned to bring into the fold the i,gnorant, Prometheus Books.

AWARIDOMINATIOWNANTED

If you would like to submit names of people you believe should be considered for the 1992 BRSAward or the
1992 BRSBook Award, please do so. Whenyou submit a name, state whyyou think your candidate deserves the
Award. Here are the 2 Awards.

The BRSAward. Your candidate should meet one or more of the following requirements, (1) worked closely with
BR in an important way (like Joseph Rotblat) 1 or (2) made an important contribution to Russell scholarship

(like  Paul Arthur Schilpp)l or (3) acted in support of an idea or cause that Russell championed (like Henry
Kendall) 1 or (4) promoted awareness of BRor BR's work (like Steve Allenb or (5) exhibited qualities of
character, such as aoral courage, reminiscent of BR.

The BRSBook Award should go to a recent book that deals in an iJlportant way with some aspect of BR's life,
work, times, or causes.

Please send your candidates c/o the newsletter, for forwarding. Address on Page 1, bottom.

OFFICER®F THEBERTRANRDSSELEOCIETYNC"

Chairman, Harvin Kohll President, Michael Rocklerl Vice President, John Lenzl.Treasurer, Dennis J. Darland;
Secretary, DonJackanicz; Vice President/Information, Lee Eisler,
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BYBBRTRAIID RUSSELL

Bertrand  Rgssell's America,

From Feinberg and Kasrils,
1973).

EL L 1898-1945 (NewYork: Viking Press,

THE CINEMA AS A MORAL

Everybody knows that America is more virtuous than Europe, and that
the Middle-West of America is the most virtuous portion of that country.
There is a perfectly simple test of virtue which proves the justice of this
common opinion: if A wants to persecute B, while B does not want to
persecute A, then clearly A is more virtuous than B; he has a higher
moral standard and is more inclined to moral indignation. Conse-
quently, where a large public has to be appealed to, its most virtuous
portions determine the nature of the appeal, for while the vicious can
tolerate virtue, the virtuous cannot tolerate vice. Hence every increase
in the size of the audience means an increase in the virtuousness of the
appeal.

These observations apply with especial force to the cinema. The pro-
ductions of Hollywood are exhibited in all parts of the world, with the
possible exception of Greenland and the Antarctic continent. In the
Middle-West, they seem natural; in the rest of America, intelligible; in
other continents, interesting because they are so curious. Moreover,
much can be done by altering the captions: | saw at Locamo an
American film about bootleggers and rum-runners being caught by
virtuous policemen, but in order to make it sympathetic to a southern
wine-drinking population, all the captions had been altered so as to
make it appear that cocaine was the substance in dispute. To an Italian-
speaking population, the American objection to alcohol seemsjust as
strange as the Hindu objection to beef: it is a fact concerning which
sociologisleould speculate, but for which one would not seek a rational
explanation.

The movies have had one effect which may hereafter prove of some
considerable importance: they have persuaded the populations of all
other civilised countries (quite unjustly, of course) that Americans are
silly. The morality of the nursery tale and the simplicity of the fairy
story are, if one were tojudge by the cinema, demanded in America by

grown men and women. In this respect, America is peculiar. The British
appear to be incapable of producing films, but the Germans and Russians
can utilise the cinema to produce things that are really admirable, and
are only prevented by political considerations from being popular
throughout the continent.

For my part, | am a person of simple tastes: | like to see a race between
a motor-car and an express train; | enjoy the spectacle of the villain
gnashing his teeth because he hasjust failed to pick off the engine driver;
I delight in men tumbling off skyscrapers and saving themselves by tele-
graph wires; | am thrilled by a sheriff's possegalloping through a sand-
storm in the alkali desert. And the enjoyment of these unsophisticated
delights is enhanced by the feeling that in that matter at least one isin
harmony with the great world democracy. | am too old to have enjoyed
the experience, which younger Europeans have on first landing in
America, that the movies have suddenly come to life. In old days,
cultured persons arriving in Italy had an analogous sensation; they saw
Italian opera and Italian painting exemplified by living men and
women. Nowadays, for the great mass of mankind, it is America that
gives this sensation, since it is only Americans who are represented in
the cinema. America has thus become the classic land of art for all
simple souls.

The cinema will lose its international character by the introduction
ofthe 'talkies'; one cannot imagine the characters in the movies talking
French, Italian, German, or Russian; American is the only language
compatible with their acts, gestures, and sentiments. The cinema is
perhaps the most heart-rending of all the many examples of artistic
barbarism. Its possibilities in a thousand directions are immeasurable;
it is capable of an epic sweep which is quite impossible to the 'legitimate’

in Forward March 24, 1929, as

Originally  published
Goes to the Movies."

"When Bertrand Russell

INFLUENCE

drama; it can deal with such a theme as Shaw's 'Methuselah' far better
than Shaw has dealt with it; it can present great movements in history;
it ought to be used in all schools for the teaching of history, geography,
and zoology. But all these things are impossible so long as the whole of
the technique is in the hands of men whose taste has been degraded by
the necessity of making an appeal to the most ignorant and stupid parts
of the population, and who are themselves so ignorant and stupid that
they can do this without cynicism. Many countries have State opera and
State theatre, but not State cinema, because the cinema is modern and
has not yet been dignified by tradition and great artists long since dead.
Nor do | altogether desire the creating of State cinemas in the different
countries, since they would inevitably be used to further nationalism.
The power of the cinema as propaganda is almost boundless, and the
propaganda of nationalism by the State would certainly be more harm-
ful than the propaganda of mere silliness by commercial promoters. If
the nations were in earnest to avert wars, those which belonged to the
League of Nations would spend money in the promotion offirst-rate films
to illustrate the ideals which inspired the creation of the League and to
promote loyalty to the League as a means of averting war. This of course
isout of the question, because the will to peace existsonly in those small
northern nations which cannot hope to gain anything through war. The
Americans, the British, the French, the ltalians, the Germans, and the
Russiansall in their various ways desire war, provided it is the right war.
Not one of them has any real will to peace, and not one of them would
spend a cent to promote the ideals of pacifism. Perhaps American pro-
ducers could be induced to engage in pacifist propaganda throughout
Europe on condition that no film having this object should be allowed to
be shown in America. This might be suggested to the Senate as a means
of carrying out its intentions in ratifying the Kellogg pact.! The power
which the cinema has placed in the hands of Americans for purposes of
foreignpropaganda has hardly as yet been realised by Americans. When
they do realise it, the effect may be curious.

The passion of this age for doing things by mechanism which are not
worth doing at all is one which | do not Whollyshare. When the 'talkies'
werenew, | went to London by invitation to see and hear a professor in
Americagiving a lecture on 'The Marvels of Science'. It was not nearly
sogood a lecture as hundreds of other professorscould have given, and
there was not a word in it which to me personally there was any ad-
vantage in hearing. | would not have walked across the street to hear the
actual professorin person giving the actual lecture. The sole point of the
lecture was the mechanism by which it was produced.

I suppose in time we shall have mechanical knives and forks which
will shovel the food into our mouths at precisely the best rate from the
point of view of digestion and mastication. Conversation at meals will of
course become impossible, since the fork will not wait for the end of a
sentence; but it will be a marvelous invention. | suppose also that old
gentlemen will produce their favorite anecdote out of a gramophone
instead of taking the trouble to speak it. In time we shall all become too
lazy to think of a new remark of which we have not already a record.
Instead of writing love letters, a man will obtain an eloquent set of
recordsfrom the shop, and anyone who trusts to his own unaided inven-
tion will be thought mean. Individual initiative will be confined to
crime; those who are plotting a burglary or bank robbery will no doubt
still have to rely upon their own invention, but all legitimate activities
will have become stereotyped. | do not look forward to this state of
affairswith any pleasure, but | do not see how it is to be avoided.

| Rati nideuIy 1929; U.S.A.and France undertook to settleall disputes
)- peacefulmeans
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BR's entry in The Cynic's Lexicon by Jonathon Gr~ (St, Hartin's Press, 1989). Thanks, Bob Davis.

'BERTRAND ARTHUR. EARL RUSSELL
1872-1970  Briti.h philosopher

@8

In Amerka everybody is of the opinion that he has no social superiors,
since all men arc equal, but he docs not admit that he hu no social
inferiors.

The averaae man's opinion. are much Ics' foolish than they would
be If he thouaht for himself.

We have, in fact, two kinds of morlity side |-y side; one which we
preach but do not practise, and another which we practise but seldom
pr“ch.

The infliction of cruelty with a good conscience is a delight to
mor.llsts - that i. why they invented hell,

Our great democracies still tend to think that a stupid man is more
likely to become honfst than a clever man and our politicians take
advantage of this by pretending to be even more stupid than nature
made them. .
N,w Hopes far a Changing World, t951

It .eem. to be the fate of idealists to obtain what they have struggled
for in a form which destroya their ideals.

Marridge and Morals, 1929

Man is il credulous animal ard mmt hdit've something. In the absence
of good grounds for belief, he will be ~jlisfied with bad one .
Unpopular Essays, 19H1

There are (wo motives (or rCJdillg :; book. one, IhlIl you enjoy ir, the
other than you can boast abour il.
The Conquest of Happiness, 1'N0O

There is no nonsense so arrant Ihal il ces111101 hC' made the creed o
the vast majority hy adequate governmental  action,
Unpopular Essays, 19,~0

Obscenity is what happens to shock some elderly and ignorant

magistrate.
Lo0. magazine, 1954

The fact thai an opinion has been widely held is no evidence'
whatsoever  that it is not utterly absurd, Indeed, in view of the sillilins
of the majority of mankind, it widespread belief is more likdy 10 be
foolish than sensible.

Marrlage and Morals, 1929

People who arc vigorous and brutal often find war enjoyable,
provided that it is a victorious war and that there is not too much
interference  with rape and plunder. This is a great help in peHuading
people that wars arc righteous.

Unpopular Euays, t950

One should respect public opinion insufar as is necessary to avoid
starvation and keep out of prison, bUI anything that HOC' beyond thi.
is voluntary  submission to an unnecessary tyranny.

The Conquest of Happ,ness, )930



Page 19 Russell Society News, No. 70 May 1991

BR(If EIMSTEIN

(29)
BRsent a letter to the September 1~ Annual Keeting of the Society for Social Responsibility, which included
a llellOrial sessien en Einstein. Here is BR's message to the meeting (with thanks to Whitfield Cobb):

Albert Einstein was ccncemed throughout his deep concem for the relationship of his work to
life with the questien of individual respoosibility the world aroond hill. The scientist is equipped to
and the role of ccnscience. His concern was direc- understand both the psychological and the physical
ted to his scientific workas Blch as to the world forces which nowthreaten us with obliteratien. It
of political events and perscnal relaticns. He had was Einstein's exmple which pointed to the desper-
a peculiar dedicatien which never excluded a s~le rate necessity for all whocoold-understand and see
awareness of other (leq)le or of the cc:Jglar8.tive the problem to give their IlindS and hearts to the
WIl~rtance of oor (Ml desires. The ccainatien cause of ~ing destructiveness and pursuing
of selflessness and deep involvement in creative peace. A world in which the obliteratien of tmn-
work characterizes 11811Yien of great intellect, but dreds of llilliens of (leg)le instantly can be proud-
it was the prophetic side of Einstein which led hill ly discussed in tel'llS of natienal IlOrality is both
to speak and agitate against war for the greater a dangeroos and a diseased world. It is not easy
part of his adult life. to remain sane and active in such a diseased world.

If we are concemed to cOllllel1lOrat¢he life and
work of Einstein then we BISt dedicate ourselves to

Science is a creative endeavor and if it is to the effort of opposing all that 1lOves 11811kind
be pursued as such, the scientist DISt retain a towards callousness, indifference, destruction,

cruelty and Blrder.
BRQOOIED
(30) "Atheist Enlivens Prayer,"” fran the St Loojs Post Pisoal:ch,January 26, 1991. Thankyoo, Paul Doodna.

The St. Louis Board of AlderDen's traditien of Villa's  prayer: "Almighty God and Father,
beginning its meetings with a prayer provided Bertrand Russell stated: 'Extreme hopes are born
unusual fare en Friday: a quotatien fran Bertrand of extreme llisery.’ Wetg>e and pray for word
Russell, one of the century's [1IOStfBIIOUS&theists. peace. "

For decades, board meetingsopened with a read- Russell, (1872-1970), was an English philoso-
ing of a brief, standard prayer. But Alderli8llic pher and logician whoalso was a paCifist and an
President ThomasA. Villa has written his (Ml each atheist. Villa said he knewof Russell's philoso-
week since he was elected in 1987. phy but ccnsidered the quote appropriate, "and we

. need all the help we can get.
His prayers have ranged frOll solem topics to

hopes for the St. Louis Cardinals during the 1987 "Next week it'll  be Nietzsche,” joked Villa, a
World Series, and they frequently include quota- practicing Catholic.

tiens frOll fBIIO\1gleq)le. Ckl Friday, he quoted

Russell in a prayer for peace in the Kiddle East. Friedrich Nietzsche, (1844-1900), was a Gerll8lII

philosopher whowrote, "Godis dead."
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CONTRIBUTIONS

We thank  these members for their recent contributions to the BRS Treasury.

MS. CHERYLBASCOM13740 HULTIVIEW DRIVE/LOS ANGELES/CA/90068 12261 |

HR. STEVE DAHLBY 19115 N. CARESSAWAY/CITRUS SPRINGS/FL/326301 |

HR. DENNIS J. DARLAND11965 WINDING HILLS RD. (1304)/DAVENPORT/IA/528071 |
DR. DAVID S. GOLDMANI35 E. 85TH ST./NY/NY/100281 |

HR. ADAMJOHN GRAHAMIP.O. BOX 760/CAHPBELLFORD, ONT.I ICANADA/KOL 11..0
MS. CLARE HALLORAN/71-21 69TH ST./GLENDALE/NY/113851 |

DR. GLADYSLEITHAUSER 1122 EUf PARK/PLEASANT RIDGE/HI/480691 |

HR. RALPLIA. HILL 113309 SE FAIRWOODBLVD./RENTON/WA/980581 |

HR. NILS NYGARDS/7435 HIGHWAY65 NE/HINNEAPOLIS/HN/554321 |

HR. ROY H. ODOH, JR. IP.O. SOX 1528/SHREVEPORT/LA/711651 |

PROF.

OOND. ROBERTSIPHILOSOPHY/U. OF WATERLOO/WATERLOGDNT.| ICANADA/N2L 3G1

HR. TIMOTHY S. ST. VINCENT 1240 W. EMERSONST./HELROS5E/HA/021761 |
HR. HARK WEBER1229 PUEBLO DRIVE/SALINAS/CA/939061 |

HR. THOHA5WEISBACH/7 IMRIE ROAD/ALLSTON/HA/021341 |

HR. RONALDH. YUCCAS1812 t«>RVENCT. INAPERVILLE/IL/605631 |

We remind  members that contributions are welcome at all times, in any amount. Please send contributions
of the newsletter or the RS Library, addresses on Page 1, bottom.
NEWHEHBERS

We welcome these new members.

HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.

JAMES O. CATRON, JR. IN. FLORIDA JR.COLLEGE/HADISON/FL/323401 |
DEEP CHAND IBENARES CHAPTER, BRSI VARANESI, INDIA

ROBERTT. CHAPEL 149 HILLSIDE DRIVE/WARWICK/NY/109901 |

WILLIAH A. DRAUTIP. O. BOX 486/HIDDLETOWN/OH/450421 |

G. S. V. KRISHNA IBENARES CHAPTER, BRSI VARANESI, INDIA

DR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.

HR.
MS.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.
HR.

HR.
HR.

WILLIAH P. HYERS 1132 LAKE MARIAH ROAD/WINTERHAVENFLI 338841 |
WILLIAM N. NEAL 12813-53RD  ST., DES t«>INES, IA 503101 |

HARV NYRE 11950 BAY SHOREROAD/LAKE HAVASU/AZ/864031 |

ASHOK PANDEY| BENARESCHAPTER, BRSI VARANESI, INDIA
NARENDRAPATHAK IBENARES CHAPTER, BRSI VARANESI, INDIA

HARI RAIl IBENARES CHAPTER, BRSI VARANESI, INDIA

JIM REID 168 EMERSONROAD/WELLESLEY/HA/021811 |

JOHN STEWART1193 7TH AVes 4R (c/o DALE S)/BRooKLYN/NY/112151 |
JACK SUTTON 11647 OCEANPARKWAY/BROOKLYN/NY/112231 |

JEFFREY TURCO 113 LONG LANE/HIDDLETOWN/CT/064571 |

BENJAMIN WADE 151 BROOKSST. IHAYNARD/HA/017541 |

NEWADDRESSES

ROBERTP. CANTERBURY1601 N. CEDARST. #705/LANSING/HI/48912-12391 1
HARIE CARDELLA 121 OSBORNEST./BLOOHFIELD/NJ/070031 |

J. GREGORYGANEFF IQUAD 2122  U/IOWA/IOWA CITY l1A/522421 1,

EVAN FROST GELLAR IZERO WINNISIHHET ST. ICHELSEA/HA/021501 1

ARTTIE PIAR GOMEZ 1102 NEWELL ST./PITTSFIELD/HA/01201-54181 1

HARTIN LIPIN /7724 MELITA AVE./NORTH HOLLYWOOD/CA/916051 |
HUGHMCVEIGH 1645 FIRST AVE. ITROYINY | 121821 |

BRIAN R. t«>LSTAD IP.0. BOX 19382/HINNEAPOLIS/HN/554191 1

ROY H. OOOH, JR. IP.O. BOX 1528/SHREVEPORT/LA/711651 1

BERT PARNALL 11117 STANFORDNE/ALBUQUERQUE/NH/87131-00011 1

RICHARD SHORE 11906-277  WELLINGTONCRES/WINNIPEG,HANITOBAI ICANADA/R2H 283
BRUCE THOMPSONI82 TOPPING DRIVE/RIVERHEAD/NY/119011 |
THOMASWEISBACH /7 IMRIE ROAD/ALLSTON/HA/021341 1

care
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"A Philosophy for Youin These Times." BR in Reader's Digest!

The editors of The Reader's
Digest proposed to Lord RU88ell:
"Suppose some evening you were
able to make a super-broadcast to
130million Americans. What would
you say?" .

This Is his inspired message.

ful things. The hopes for man-

kind which once were universal
have come to seem illusory; in-
stead of progress, there has been a
revival of ancient savagery.

How can we avoid becoming dis-
couraged and hopeless? What is the
use of caring for children if the
world is to be such that existence
is intolerable for them? Is all hope
for human happiness and improve-
ment, indeed, merely self-deception?

I am sure the answer to these
que.stions is not to be found in de-
spair.

TODAY‘SNORLDS full of pain-

IT MAYSEEMto you conceited to
suppose that you can do anything
important  toward improving the
lot of mankind. But this is a fal-
lacy. You must believe that you

can help bring about a better world.
A good society is produced only by
good individuals, just as truly as a
majority in a presidential election
is produced by the votes of single
electors. Everybody can do some-
thing toward creating in his own
environment kindly feelings rather
than anger, reasonableness rather
than hysteria, happiness rather
than misery. The sum of such ac-
tions makes the difference between
a good and a bad world. If you are
an eminent statesman, your en-
vironment is large; if you are ob-
scure, it is small. In the one case
you can do much; in the other,
httle. 1i\Jt you can always do some-
thing, .

Every paren t who brings up achild
a such a way that he becomes ra-
tional and kindly is achieving part
of what must be done to make a
happy world. Everyone who resists
the temptations to intolerance
which beset us all is helping to cre-
ate a community in which differing
groups can live side by side in rnu-

Russell Society News, No. 70

BY BERI'RAND IIISSELL

tual amity. One man can do little
against a vast evil, but vast evils
arise from adding together many
little evils, and vast goods arise in
the same way.

You may say: "What can one
man do against a world?" But if
you were wicked you could do
equally little for evil. Good and
evil alike, however vast, spring
from the efforts of individuals-
not only of eminent individuals,
but of the ordinary men and women
of whom communities are com-
posed.

Never before in the history of
the world has the independent
thought and conscience of every
human being been so necessary and
important. We need - each of us
- to make a serious and deter-
mined effort toward something
better than the present. There must
be the hope of a world with less
cruelty and suffering, and there
must be a firm will to do whatever
is possible toward bringing it into
existence. W~ cannot combat the
immense dynamic forces of com-
munist and ‘fascist fanaticism with-
out something equally dynamic and
at least as resolute.

\Ve can set our faces against in-
justice, prejudice, falsehood, and
cruelty. But it is not enough merely
to go about overflowing with vague
benevolence. Our emotion must
lead to work that is somehow con-
nected, however indirectly, with
the creation of a better world.

THEN; 00, if one is to keep sane
and balanced in times of disaster,
it is necessary to remember con-
stantly what is good in the world
as well as what is bad. The only
adequate way for us to endure large
evils is to find large consolations. If
there is to be any way out of de-
spair, it must be by remembering
more things, not fewer, by enlarg-
ing our horizon, not by narrowing
it, by being more aware of what is
good, not by seeing only what is
bad.

The human race is a strange mix-
ture of the divine and the diabolic,
making both. good and evil inevi-

Hay 1991

October 1940.

table. Complete despair is no more
rational than blind optimism. There
is not only cruelty and suffering.
There is poetry and music and love
and aspiration, rising triumphant
over pain - showing us how splen-
did man can be at his best, inspir-
ing us to live up to what is noble
and tum away from what is petty
and mean. There are the sublimi-
ties of man's achievements with
pure intellect; thus have we learned
what we know of the ways of na-
ture, thus are we able to contem-
plate the great and timeless uni,
verse in which the eddies of the
present seem of small account.
There are courage and endurance in
many millions of human beiligs,
heroism in countless humble homes
scattered  throughout  the land.
There is heroism in serving man-
kind. I am thinking of the doctors
and nurses who expose themselves
to infection in dangerous epidem-
ics, of scientists who risk their lives
in experiments to save others suffer-
ing, of firemen and lifeboat crews,
of gallant rescues, of facing unpop-
ularity for a cause, and innumer-
able other forms of bravery.

There have been, in history, good
periods and bad periods, but neither
have been lasting. It is our mis-
fortune to live in a bad period, but
it will end. And it will end the
sooner if we as individuals keep
hope alive.

And so, to the man tempted by
despair, | say: Remind yourself
that the world is what we make it,
and that to the making of it each
one of us can contribute something.
This thought makes hope possible;
and in this hope, though life will
still be painful, it will be no longer
purposeless.

BERTRAND  RUSSELL, British mathema-
tician and philosopher, is the grandson of
Lord John Russell, twice Prime Minister.
A United States resident since 19.18, he has
taught at various American universities,
delivering lectures full of dry humor and
giving sympathetic advice on students' per-
sonal problems. Eminent as a writer and
lecturer on social and moral questions, he is
well known for his Education Imd tbe Good
Lif« Conquest of Happiness and Marriag,
and Morals.
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BR REMEMBERED

Leonard Lyons recalls BR in a February 1970 column (in the New York Daily News?2?):

(35) Luca DU Py ~l.l. |||Mm S M

L) ~~i~ps:

'AA _LEONARD LUN

«8erttand Russe]! spent his r||et ei~hil:ean with hlll~ncl-
father, who "™a. born la, 179%. ADd lJlag~Ddlather told 1WQ
ahout reading the new. repOrt of George Wuhlngton'. drath.
ItulllleU tvrote hi. own oblt,,"~.tokl !ie, to ~p~~bed by,.t~
London Time. June 1, 1962. "o
,  H. laBypublished that ablt'in hJjs"Unpopula.1"EEsays,"He..
‘wrote ot himseU: "In 1920 | ooot!*'9d  the-Soviet Stat.! to Pla~.'
Republic - to Ule oonstema.Uan ot-Pla.tooists a.nd OommW1ls~
alike," He suggested when Russia was ,championing ChinalUl'cl
Africa: "We should drop pamphlets there. saying 'Remember,
the' Russians are also white." ,

C)ur flra' meetinc wee at 1lla Waklort wile, ;1-114, I(e aaldi
"An ,euy nwnberto remember. It'. U.€ square rogt 01 Z." Ue
ee Id It in cUpped Brttlab acceot, aod added "Moat AmerlcaDII
think It'ee rt~tat|on-tha 1 foU-wake up an Epclllhnia.n,be'4.
apeak Amerlcan.-'

, "Another vls.itor asked aboutUIe H-bomba.nd U1. epossanty
ot its de5Stroylng the hwJl&Ii-ace. Lord Russell repUed: "We
shouldn't wOITYtoo much about exterminating Ulehumao race.
H~an  being:sare quite wmecessary. Robots can thilJk, malal
JOkes and do other thinBa ee
well as we can,"

U Buasla co" . H-bomb
firt, be aald,"e mould be Dlce
and preach the brotberbood of
man. "Bul It-we,C 1" aNt, wn .
ahould order Buseeee to dID -
peace treaty. then ."acuat.

HunCary, proceedJnl’ wUb "Cal-
Itf, alway. with lepUt7.

"And t, til. 110". to tAl tM
H-bo",b, theft ™. N. ~
get. tt tltl, domtliGt eeee

He changed, of course, a.n4
led the ban-the-bomb att-downs:

"One .holUd change when & fact

cornell along. Maturity, | mwo

peet, consists of beiDI' 10 fixed,

10 set IDm1Dlithat yvu aumot.

leam anythi.q more.~ He felt

tJlat It JIIt white haJr ovenllPt

were to revert to It. odPlal

brown, nobody woul4 PI¥ ~

attenan to him e ala. aEB1'BAHD alJ88J:1.L
t eeWw him at eeeeceecee

------ _PUG4L 8un'el. " eees 8JIYla e | bl'oap* oar twe eees
esee 10 & [Wa. Lord eeseecccces doDed ee» u.r. elllidra ee-

ee|d he .hould ha" eseee  |Ot, U. eeeeee anrap ,. faalll] ee
mal8ialn UM popula&tloa.,

-Blit having ~.f children U Mrel to _lIGge,” Ae Mid.
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He opposed Winston ChurchW, whose wite was LordRWI'
sell's cousin. He admired Albert JCInlJtelnper hap 1 because
they agreed on many vital thin,l: Both d.!.lapprove4of Wor"
War |, and lupported the ADw. In Wond War D. He told \lI
the first time he ever heard Of Churchill was as a boy when hla
barber Aid: "Lord Randolph'. 10G 11 ,etUn, a haircut here too."

aUlleD reluaed to e riM ~: ese0r . tIM) laave e
power." He eoun~led me: ™8elld your chlldrea &08Chool awa,
from home. Famlly feellD, 11 udellrable.Tbere'l  JUIt too IDudi
of li In the world."

H. told author Joe HeUer: "Bkaw. ‘hall the world" toToxr
4oem't mean th. othn ‘half" ",At."

Russell never took hll eeat bl the HOWIleor Lords, he tol4
my 10ns, because he believed In lingle-ehamber government. H.
telt visits to the House of Lordi were'. waste ot Ume, like spea"-
10" Into « well. "If | want 1lOmetb.1aheard | Il.y It over the BBO.
There's no comparison betweeDthe House of Lords and the BBC."

At our next meetfnc at lalalUcluDondhome he es.«d be reada
_ detective 1&orya daY,eadl bonowed from a lendIn, libra.."
1o keep 111Meak uacluttere4. Bessee pe . .ad DOtu _  eee
Nobel Prize money. u U It wen footbd-pooa wInnIDC"

. "A Jootball pool . wortA mor.. OM du~cUJf 0. If.
harder to ""no" .

The customs of America, |. said, are based on the dreamt
ot spinsterl. When hli publisher, M. LInColnSchuster, ent him
a copy of Russell's "Unpopular E!says,'~-It wu held at British
Customs. RUIsell protested: "They think U | read It, my moral
character would be damart4. i« A f.w daY]l later tbe book finalll!
was delivered to the author.

He Ipoke of bla ftee )'eee eoatnct with the Ar&')'I'Ole-.
Dr. Alltert Barnel, and of havia&'to .ue rortile ftnal NO Yee} o
ulary: "aames died ap apJIl'OPI'lat.edeatll. rllIIQID, thrQUChe
red licht, and his e&l' .u 1li'-Dr. Bame. Ud .0 [I'Mpect 1
the law."

Bertrand Russell died TuMd&y, at 87,at hls 110m.In WaleL
He once phoned a N. Y. trleD4 who uked from where he wee.
phoninlf.- Russen .ald: -"Froaa eeeee Pea.rhy, P~W1\idraUl,
‘KMOMUL1,.walee.'Ift.,.""""" builllalUMI eese partnr ee
thll overaeal call" -

"""1"dspell it for you but I"m the one paying for this overseas call."

HUMANIST HUMOR

(36) From the April 1989 Humanist Association of
Canada Newsletter, with thanks to Paul M.

Pfalzner.

‘Look, I'll defend to the death your right to say what you
want to say |just haven't the time to listen to it."
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The

AP reports on BR"s controversial

With thanks to Whitfield Cobb.

We depend on youy to

Russell

secretary

Society News, No. 70

during the 1960s.

Hay 1991

Angry A merican Serves As
Russell's 'Secretary’

Bertran

By MILTON MARMOR ,
I

LONDON (AP) - Bertrand,
Russell's secretary 1s an angry|
American, one-third the age of:
the philosopher wb,0 finds so
much to criticize in the way the,
United States deals with world |
~Uues, [

One thing in particular piques!
the 29-year-old secretary and
confidant Ralph Schoenman:

"There 1, an attempt all over
the world to portray Bertrand
Russell as senile and to say that
I write his speeches.

"It is very tempting lor some
people to say this since Russell
Is 92. These people are raising a
red herring in saying these
things because they don't want
to have to discuss what Russell
has said.

"It's invidious, .It's outrage-
ously untrue.

"I' draft many things lor him,
of course. That. my job. But
Russell is in command. His
speeches and hi. statements are
his."

Russell crusades against Nu-
dear weapons, the cold war, for
release 01 political prisoners,
against American policy in Viet
Nam.

Schoenman, now permanently
residing in England, has be-,
come, like Lord Russell, a con-1
troversial ~ figure. One London!
newspaper referred to Schoen-
man as Russell's "lend-hand
man" - an allusion to Schoen-

man's political views.
Intense young Schoenman hasl
more than respect for Russell: |
"I'm in awe of him." he savs..

d

help us with the newsletter.
interesting,

strikes you as specially
inclusion 1in a future newsletter.
use it if we can. We need your input.

"I think Bertrand Russell IS a
renaissance man. He is a man
who can not be comprehended
by his contemporaries beCause
of his riches, his range and his
lubtlety.

"Thé mind of that man is so
extensive in its scope. And he'l
never without humor. He's neva
without that double awarenes
of the tragedy and irony of
things." .

There are those in the Russell
Peace Foundation, formed to
propagate the  philosopher's
views; who see Schoenman as
the man to carry on the Russell
crusade when he is gone.
Schoenman is a director of the
foundation. which operates in
offices near Piccadilly Circus.

Russell baa never been there.
He writes and dictates a stream
of letters and pronouncements
to world statesmen from his
rented house in Wales and his
tiny, also rented, house in Lon-
don's Chelsea District.

Meanwhile  Schoenman  flies
all over the world. He has been
to Peking to see Chou En-Lai, to

Russia,’ to India, the Middle
East and he now is off to Africa.
, .~ |IDit.NState.  picked up

Ms passport 14 months after he
went to Communist China.

"I "ot it back without restrlc-
tions/'  Schoenman remarked.
"I didn't use it in China. Chou
En-lai invited me there."

Schoenman is the only son of
Hungarians who went to New
York after World War I. He was
born in New York.

At 17, he won a scholarship to
Princeton  University, where he
attacked Sen. Joseph McCarthy

NEWSLETTER ITEMS WANTED

Whenever
please send

you come across something
it to us -- or send a good
If you"re not sure about whether or not to send something,

of Wisconsm. He hitchhiked tol
Alaska and worked on a fishing

boat but went back to Princeton

for his bachelor of arts degree

in  philosophy and political

science.

In 1958 he came to London
and soon had a master of arts
degree from the London School
of Economics.

He plunged into the anti-bomb

movement, addressed meetings,’
took part in the Aldermaston'
marches. He soon favored mass

civil disobedience.

In April 1960, he wrote to Lord
Russell, then president and the
father.figure  of the campaign
-for nuclear disarmament.

, .Russell invited him to Wales.
IT6eir daily contacts have con-.
‘tinued ever since. 1

Schoenman calls himself a:
‘Socialist lind an Anarchist. i
| "They are not necessarily
:self-contradictory,"” he  says.
"But | wouldn't call myself a
Marxist. That has the connota-
tion of dogma. My views are too
varied. Anyway, | cannot accept
Ithe Hegelian nonsense In Marx.
Yet, | don't like the attempt to
dismiss Marx out of hand."

Schoenman believes the real
fight for the future will take
place in America and' that Dat
day he will go back to the land
whose way of life evokes his
hostility - and he hopes to
change it.

In The Roanoke Times, March 25, 1965.

in your vreading that
photocopy -- for possible
send itt We"ll
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miT

(39) BR's obit in Time lllligazine, February 16, 1970.

H H fort to forge that tool was complicated i ; e (o
The last of the Victorian Rebels by his discovery-apparently 2 a S0 b mue” o uee sy Lnetage ey et

. . S be rude and use any language they like").
den revelation while bicycling along a pe jectured at the University of Chica-

T Plas Penrhyn, his  comfortable neighbors  might say, if not with an ac-  country road-that he no longer loved 90, V.CLA. and Harvard. .
country house in northern  Wales, tive desire to epater le bourgeois. His Alys. But he slogged along for nine Declension of Logic. Adolf Hiller
he worked until the very end-a spar- grandfather. the first earl, was Prime years with both wife and book until Prin-  \was -too much for Russell's pacifism;
row of a man, 97 years old and still try-  Minister of England. His parents were  cipia Mathematica ~was finished. So, al- phe 'supported the Allies in World War
ing to straighten out the world. A state- ardent freethinkers and campaigners for ~ most, was he. "My intellect never quite || After the war, the honors began roil-
ment went off to Cairo on the Middle women's rights. Bertie, considered frail, recovered  from the strain," he wrote. ing in: Britain's Order of Mer,itin 19~9
East crisis; letters and papers were pre- was educated at home, and there was "1have been ever since definitely less ca- (an encomium limited to 24 living Brit-
pared on Viet Nam and the plight of po- much coming and going of tutors. pable of dealing with difficult abstrac- ons) and the Nobel Prize for Literature
litical prisoners.  Then, after a whisky, he Perhaps  mercifully,  both his parents tions than | was before." in 1950.
retired with a touch of flu to his bed- died before he was four years old, and Indeed, he never again put his in- The postwar period also brought the
room overlooking  Tremadoc  Bay. Not Russell was raised by his grandmother, tellect to a comparable  test, but began declension  of a great logician into a rhc-
long afterward. the long, passionate life  a Presbyterian  of strict self-discipline. a new phase as a public-and private torical polemicist. In 1948, astonishingly.
of Bertrand Russell came to an end. At eleven, Bertie discovered Euclid un-  -personality that lasted the rest of his g urged preventive war against the So-
Only five mourners, including mem- der the tutelage of his older brother life. First he plunged into an affair i Union.  “Either we must have a
bers of the immediate family, were pres- -"one of the great events of my life," with a rangy, red-haired  bluestocking war against Russia, before she has the
ent at the private cremation, and there he wrote, "as dazzling as first love." named Lady Ottoline Morrell, the wife atom  bomb. or We will have to lie
were no ceremonies. But the world took For the next 27 years, mathematics was Of an acquaintance. He promptly told down and Ylet them govern us-" His
note. Prime Minister Wilson laid clurn- his "chief source of happiness. Alys. “"After she had stormed for some first recommendation was ignored. and

Liberating Numbers.  Sex soon be-
gan to run a close second. Russell rhap-
sodizes in his three-volume autobiog-
raphy about the joys of honeymooning
with his first wife Alys. a Quaker from
Philadelphia. Stimulated by such de-
lights, Russell wrote his first major work,
The Principles of Mathematics, at the
breakneck rate of 200,000 words in
three  months. The book was designed
to liberate numbers from the mystique
that had clung to them since the days
of Pythagoras and to demonstrate  that
all mathematics  derives from logic. The
three-volume Principia Matliematica
took Russell and Whitehead ten years.

so by the 1960s he was seriously sug-
gesting that the second be adopted. The
Ban-the-Bomb ~ movement and then the
Viet Nam War set the old humanitarian

excitement running high, and this bright-
eyed disturber of the peace must have re-
joiced when, at the age of 89, he got
himself sent to jail again for seven
days for leading a demonstration  against
nuclear weapons.  Less elegantly, Rus-
sell's unti-Arncricanisrn (which  he de-
nied on the astonishing grounds that he
had had two American wives) became
obsessive. The Americans in Viet Nurn,
he said, were “at least -is bad as the

Nazis."
Most of it is completely inaccessible to Far truer to his life was the cou-
non-lmath_etmatlc;a_ns, but f”?t a”'I'FO{' ex- rageous  confession-in an essay called
ample. it contains a careful explication " : ;
of what is generally considered Russell's tr?aetﬂefr::eonfnathg%nt:\c/m Sgi?ucniglhd% had
greatest  philosophical ~ "discovery": the

Theory of Descriptions. worked so hard to erect was nothing

This was designed to purge language hut .10 |Il‘us'|0n: "Ilset_out W|th'a more

i L or less religious belief in a Platonic eter-

RUSSEIl AT 44 of the built-in = ambiguities that tend to AT 89 nal world, in which mathematics  shone

The golden mountain ..e muddy strictly logical = thought. .Ru"ssell .. does no' exiJ#. with a beauty like that of the last Can-

takes as an example the sentence: "The tos of the Paradiso. | came to the con-

sy claim to him as "the British Vol- golden mountain  docs not exist." The hours,” he writes in his autobiography, elusion that the efernal world is trivial

taire.”  lzvestia extolled him as "most ambiguity  is that the words “golden "I gave a lesson in Locke's philosophy and that mathematics is only the arl of

representative of the progressive  spirit mountain®  may be taken to indicate a to her niece, Karin Costelloe, who was saying the same thing in different
outside  the Communist world."  The something ~ where there is really a noth- about to take her Tripos. | then rode oo

World Jewish Congress called him “one ing. One might ask: “What is it that away on my bicycle, and with that my

N " . . Long before his death, he shed the
of the greatest humanitarians of all does not exist? The answer would be first marriage came to an end." He did 9

Victorian  optimism  that had envisioned

time." The Queen pointed to his "dis- “the golden mountain,” implying that it not see Alys again for 39 years. a gradual spread of freedom and pros-
tinguished ~ contribution ~ to 20th century has some kind of reality. Russell's so- This cool-cat manner, displayed many erity and decline of tyrann and in-
thought.” lution was to turn the substantive phrase times during his four marriages and nu- "Lstig’e He feared. instead ya nuclear

It was Russell's thought that had pri- into what he called a descriptive phrase, merous  affairs, is a token of the as- Jwar 'that would 'exterminaté mankind
macy and gave weight to the workings ie: "There is no entity c, such that 'x  cendancy of head over heart. Recounting with terminal  horrors  of loot, rapine
of his large and sometimes foolish heart. is golden and mountainous’ s true when one of his most successful affairs, he 4 anarchy, But he was not enti}ely pes-
Skgptlc, agnostlcl apd above all ratio- X isr, bgt not 0th§rW|se. wrote: ‘We did not go to bed the first gnyigric: may have conceived the the-
nal|st','he won his first fam_e as a math- According  to _thls theory, a man. acon- time we were lovers, as there  was t00  gretical  truth wrongly, but | was not
ematician, later as a philosopher by cept or an object can only be con- much to say." At least as important, _how- wrong in thinking that there is such a
creatively  applying mathematical ~ meth- sidered to exist in terms of its exact ever, was F€_u5§ell's pre-Freudian _09n0- thing, and that it deserves our alle-
ods to the linguistic ~mysteries of mean- description.  Obviously  this requirement rance and indifference  about his own giance. | may have thought the road to
ing. His most notable work, Principia can have a devastating effect on such im- and others' subsurface motivations. a world of free and happy human be-
Mutlu-nuuicu, written  with the collab- precise words as evil or God. Russell's On the Public Stage. World War |, ings shorter than it is proving to be.
oration of his fellow mathematician. Al- aim-and  the aim of the linguistic school fot Russell, was a "rejuvenating”  experi-  pt | was not wrong in thinking that it
fred North Whitehead. is a bench mark that has burgeoned in his wake with ence. Like his grandfather  before him, jo'\orthwhile to live with a view to bring-
of 20th century philosophy. Paradox- the work of his pupil Wiltgenstein  and the arid mathematician-philosopher be- ing it nearer These things | be-
ically. though, Russell was less a man many others-was to make over and di- came an actor on the public stage. As a lieve. and the \./;/'orld for all its horrors.
of the 20th century than the last of the  minish philosophy. Its traditional  func- passionate  pacifist, he was sentenced to .o ieﬂ me unshaken'" ’
eminent, eccentric Victorian  rebels. tion was as a dispenser of wisdom, a six months in jail. After the war, he wvis- :

Atristocratic Disdain. The Rt Hon. guide to right and wrong: the linguistic ited and wrote about Russia, where he
Bertrand ~ Arthur ~ William  Russell, third school saw it merely as a tool to test found too much government, and China.
Earl Russell. was born into a tradition the truth of limited propositions. where he found too little. He started a

of aristocratic disdain  for what the Russell's  tremendous intellectual  ef-  widely  publicized progressive school
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