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RUSSELL ON WITVG~NST~IN

(2) From My Ph.ilosciph.icalDeveloment, Allen & Unwin, 1959.

It is not an altogether pleasant experience to find oneselt regarded as antiquated after having been, tor a
time, in the fashion. It is difficult to accept this experience gracefully.

When Leibniz, in old age, heard the praises ot Berkeley, he remarked. "The young man in Ireland who
disputes' the reality ot bodies seems neither to explain himselt SUfficiently nor to produce adequate
arguments. I iilUSpecthim ot wishing to be known for his paradoxes."

'I could not say quite the same ot Wittgenstein, by whom I was superseded in the opinion ot many British
philos0~hers. It was not by paradoxes that he wished to be known, but by a suave evasion of paradoxes. He was
a very sin~lar man, and 1 doubt Whether his disciples knew what manner of man he was.

There are t~o great men in history whom he somewhat resembles. One was Pascal, the other was Tolstoy.
Pabcal was a mathematician of genius, but abandoned mathematics tor piety. Tolstoy sacrificed his genius as a
writer to a kind of DvguS humility Which made him prefer peasants to 'educated men and Uncle 7~m's Cab.in tallother works of tiction.

Wittgenstein, Who could play with metaphysical intricacies as cleverly as Pascal with hexagons or Tolstoy
with emperors, threw away this talent and debased himselt betore common sense as Tolstoy debased himselt
betore the peasants -- in each case from an impulse of pride. I admired Wittgenstein's Tractatus but not his
later work, which seemed to me to involve an abnegation ot his own best talent very similar to those ot Pascaland Tolstoy.

His followers, without
Pascal and Tolstoy pardonable
works which, I am told, have
views and methods. 1 have been
me. (pp, 214-S)

(so tar as I can discover) undergoing the mental torments which make him
in spite ot their treachery to their own greatness, have produced a nUmber
merit, and in these works they have set forth a nUmber ot arguments against
unable, in spite ot serious etforts, to see any validity in their criticisms

and
ot
my
ot

I have not tound in Wittgenstein's Philosophical Investigations anything that seemed to me interesting
and 1 do not understand why a Whole school tinds important Wisdom in its pages. Psychologically this issurprising.

The earlier Wittgenstein, whom I knew intimately, was a man addicted to passionately intense thinking,
profoundly aware of ditticult problems ot Which 1, like him, telt the importance, and possessed (or at least
so I thought) ot true philosophical genius.

The later Wittgenstein, on the contrary, seems
invented a doctrine which would make such an actiVity
doct.rme which has these lazy consequences is true.
against it, tor, it it is true, philosophy is, at best,
tea-table amusement. (pp, 216-7)

to have grown tired ot serious thinking and to have
unnecessary. I do not tor one moment believe that a
I realize that I have illloverpoweringly strong bias
a slight help to lexicographers, and at worst, an idle

In common with all philosophers before WIl IWittgenstein' s PtuIosoph ice; Invest~gat~ons], my tundamental aim
has been to understand the world as well as may be, and to separate what may count as knOWledge trom what mustbe reject.edas untounded opinion. •

But tor Wll I should not have thought it worth while to state this aim, which I should have supposed
could be taken tor granted. But we are now told that it is not the world that we are to try to understand but
only sentences, illldit is assumed that all sentences Cilllcount as true except those uttered by philosophers.
This, however, is perhaps an overstatement.

Adherents ot Wil are tond ot pointing out, as it it were a discovery, that sentences may be
interrogative, 1mperative or optative as well as indicative. This, however, does not take us beyond the realmot sentences.

There is a curious suggestion, already to be tound among some Logical Positivists, that the world ot
lilllguage can be quite divorced from the world ot tact. It you mention that a spoken sentence is a physical
occurrence consisting ot certain movements ot matter and that a written sentence consists ot marks ot one
colour on a background ot another colour, you will be thought vulgar. You are supposed to torget that the
things people say have non-linguistic causes and non-lingUistic ettects and that language is Just as much a
bodily activity as walking or eating. (pp. nil
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There had been two views about empirical statements: one that they were rust.rrreo by some relation tu
tacts; the other that they were justitied by contormityto syntactical rUles. But the adherents ot WII do not
bother with any kind ot Justitication, and thus secure tor language an untrammelled treedom which it has never
hitherto enjoyed.

The desire to understand the world is, they think, an outdated tolly. This is my most tundamental point
of disagreement with them. (pp. 218-9)

(3) Ho rttmer Adler, author or How 1'0 Read A Hook, and editor ot Great Books or the Western World, in a recent
lengthy interview on <.:-::WAN,said, "Wittgenstein was a great man, but not 'a great philosopher. Those who think
he was a great philosopher don't know much philosophy."

ANNUAL HMBTING 1991

(4) June 21-23 is the time, Lehigh University's handsome mountainside campus in Bethlehem, ~ennsylvania, is the
place, ot the BRS 1991 Annual Meeting.

Events ot the weekend will include talks by the recipients ot the BRS Service and Book Awards; a workshop with
Don Jackanicz on a Russell essay; Marvin Kohl on Russell, Love, and Moral Education; Michael Hockler on Beacon
Hill and SUJI1l11e.rnlll-- the Russell-Neill Correspondence; John Lenz on Russell on HiStOry; a talk by the winner
ot the BNS Award at the Saturday Night Banquet; Gladys Leithauser on Russell as a Fiction Writer; Bob Davis on
"Is Russell 's SOCialism a Phoney?; and a Red Hackle Hour before the Banquet.

A single tee ot $135 includes everything. housing, meals, cottee breaks, Red Hackle Hour, and registration.
Housing is in air-conditioned SUites on the campus, 2 persons in a suite; please note that a suite has 2
bedrooms, so everyone will have his or her own bedroom. Meals start with friday evening dinner and go through
Sunday morning breaktast, and include the Banquet.

The local airport is Allentown, PA. Bus trom New York City to Bethlehem takes about 2 hours, bus trom
Philadelphia to Bethlehem takes about one hour.

The May newsletter will provide more details, such as how to get there, where to check in on arrival,etc.

We urge vou to register immediately, which is a great help to those making arr~lgements tor the meetimg.
Please use the Registration ~'orm on the blue top sheet ot this newsletter.

Call tor papers. It you'd like to present a paper at the meeting, send a one-page abstract to Michael J.
RockIer, 1029 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, lL 60091.

Thanks!

DUBS

(5) Your dues are overdue it you haven't yet renewed them tor 1991.

As you know, everyone's 1991 dues were due betore January 1, 1991 (except those who enrolled during the last j

months ot 1990.)

'l'he penal ty ror non-payment or renewal dues' is extreme. It as the penal ty tnan which no greater penalty can
be described or even imagined. It is extinction ...obliteration. Status. non-person. Ugh!

Spare yourselr that rate. No need to sutter!

Use the HEH!:lERSHH' RENBWAL COUPON on the blue top page ot this newsletter ...w~thout delay.

And do it now also to save money, as dues are likely to go up soon because ot the new h~gher postage rates.

Do it tor yourselt ...and do it for us, for we like having you as a member.

Better do it right now.
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BEACXlNHILL
(6) The Sunday Express takes a rather disapproving look

at the Beacon Hill school run by BRand his second
wife, Dora, in the late 1920s and early 1930s. After
their marriage collapsed Dora continued to operate
the school on her own. BRand Dora are referred to
here as "an earl and a countess"; BRhad only just

assumed the earldom upon his brother's death, about a
month before this article's publication. We've
sought to maintain the "aesthetics" of the article as
originally printed, so you'll have to go to the next
page to finish the first column, and then back again.
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~,,' " ••8undiy Expresi '~~'" lai Correspo~dent.
,T" ,HE most extraordina ~agaln 1\ swear word gels round, and
':: ' '. ..." -tnen, after unrestrained use, Is prob-

e ' school In Britain, con" 'ably 'forgottE'n ago.Jn. To tell them
:d' .. .. W'wns Wicked would mako it secretlyucted by an earl, and U Used D.! something clever. We de, some-, te , , h· t.i.. .tlrnes say,. though; •That Is a good oldeeun ss, may,soon, aye v :Engllsh word, and you can use It here.
Illose down -: Parents are to~ ~.nUl if you say 1t outslds people will
•• , .• • .' • not like ,you, and Ihlnk you funny;'conservative'; to send thell;j ~ ..On het days we say, ' You can inke
, '1.:- . ;.: " , ,:' ,orr )'our clothes It "au Ilke;' There Isclliidren to It~ , , . ' ,In whoop of Joy, and you will see IIt11e
.. D H hi tate' ': ~lJe!\ of clothes lert behlnd. Everything.,' esconOll.f!e, a l,~ P8 on s optional, but they love .sun-bathtng
,tbo " Hmnpshire Downs, near. nd playing, without clothes, '
J'eteniBeld, i9 run on astoundin ,"We,hl1d hoped 10 keep the- children
t1~. vou':plense ,prinCiPl,M bv Ear.: p to 'f!fJleen,' and I donol see why
R '.. th· f" hiT ol othlng should not be discarded in hot

USBe e , lUDoUS P 080P, er-F. enther up 10 then.
fry' ~he:' ,Bon: Dertron,· to We answer 01,1 questions frankly.
~Wl~';';"',~ __~'f.i£e 81" . ~.C<bltdJ':tll:,·ltn(!w. alL Ilbout ·my .J.'nhyU!acnetB'· M r.88lstQtlts ' arrlet lon~ b('tore !;he arrived. The

'Th ' hi bo- d . 1 ,b boys love to piny wllh her-s-they would' , e t irteen ys an ~lr 8, 0- be ashamed to do thnt at an ordinary
tweQ,D three and ten, come in to school.
lessons each morn iDg'-if I they It Petlonally I do not 'bellev. In
Iike. ,Otherwise tbev ~o out nnrl COd, but I aay lome. peOple ,"lien

hi b "'b If' h there II ••Ood and lOme do nor. IfDot ID!1. Rp/>eos .to ". etyt. t ey ttloohlldren ny, 'What do you thInk'
do not h,ke n subject It 18 dropped. each '"cher IIftlwerl hOnestly for
" I7 they want to, bo rude to .1 teacher tllmaelf. 80me ny, 'YOI,' and lome.
they are, and H she Is F:rumpy they . ny, •Ne.' ,
tell her 80. OnA teacher flgurel; on the It I have heard the children llrgulnJr
tesson list as •• mUy;" and tho other with tho servants about 11. We do no!
teachers may also be addressed by their
ChrisUon names. ,



II 100 pupus . put potato In eacn
other's Hair at meal times-they aNI
reasoned with. It they wantjo hit
encn other thoy may, provlded they use
no Instruments,

Ttle boy, and Blrll at happy 8eaoon
Houle can 'lip all their clothel orr In

, hot weather If they like (and they\ a" do). . If, they want to Iwear thlY
may (but a It-ear-word 'f.lhlDn lener.
ally only laetl a Ihort While) •
•• No ]Ies nbout anything" Is' ~ord

nusseu's rule. Bcncon, House Isn
8chool\Vhero tho children discuss
babtes and heredity with complete
rrenkness 'and Interest ' both In clll!S
and among themselves. The· pupil's
Instde Js not a. barretl topic. .

If . you throw, thlnl' ,out ef' the
wlndow'they realen with you abo"t .
II, oontemplatlon. of art work,; I'
not Inoourqed, and one of the few
taber •• II thl •• 8.0. ohlld,.n', hour.

. .'. .- - I

Bul, as Mrs. Dora nUllSC:! (1H1~'dOC5j
not want to use her tlllel "a~·s. '''The ..MRS~'BERTRAND' RUSSELL.
school J8 IMlng from ,£I,GlMI to £1,800
a year, nnd the number 'of pupils. hn.c; , .' .
tallen orr. The fees o.ro £150:' my leach religion, but one boy rends the
husband 15 nfl~'·elghl .nnd Ihe stratn of Dible every day of his OWII Ilccord-he
making good' the loss by lecture tours Is Interested .
.nnd books ls too gr~nt for him. ' II We can tench blolo{:Y nnd McrJ(lell~m

' •• The lease 15 running out, 100, and and use SU,Ch works ~s Wells' 'OUl/ln~
though 'Wt COUld bUylhc place WI! can. of ~Il;lory. and Ihe _ ~Ienco. ot Life,

et carry on unless we have' more as••well ns (caching the hroe r s.
'pupils nhlj more, room. Unless some. Mr nU~8ell drd begin J:eometry, but
thIng unexpecled. h8'ppens the school they did not like It-so'tlo gave It up.
w1ll have to close don-nat the end 01 In hl~tory we do not allow nnllonnllstlc
,~hJl\ .term. '. ." . Moks: we Wlu,t tne children to be

·.!Our. obJect::aU"'nkng.h1l, co t •• , 1~~.YOPll!!1..t:l;...•.. , . ,... ,. ,,_< ;

reltlove I restraints and let the chlld-' :' :'11' lteoau •• they have not heen'tMund
rtn' be educated without' Interterence, by conventlonl, Ih,lr e•• ayl are 8n.
(lilt! even, all far as posslb'e, wltbout ,1Ierfully Orlglnnl Qnd tntereetlnBG\1d
'tbe assIstance or the teac,hel"8.· often very amuaillg.

". NO SPOILING." U Olle boy wrote about a dren~
•• , I was In hell and I saw-! her

',. Most parents either spoll or- bully, pupil) being Cried In a pan: I', ould
',and we -rt'cUfy thnt. Two of my own not help hIm. I went a\\'IIY:" , , .
three eh llrtren, John, nger! len, and . Even a play call(!(J .• MarrIage and
Kate, nged eIght, are tn.rhe school, bUI Death," wrltlen by a pupil, Which
they nrll trent('d exnctly 'ns the others. severely 6otlrl8C<1 grown-ups and
, " What 15 the good • of punlshlnK featured n clcrgrman. was Omc!a II}'
pupt:!. tor Instante, COt snyln~ you are perm:lIed. I was shown the cham.
J\'rumpy, as ours have done T They pagne and IlrJUfUt bat lie.! which figure
think It If they do not soy It, and some- In, tho properlles.
l/ml'S " Is true ' I

•. Only yf'sterday matron was finish- MOZART AND BACH.
Ing lunch, and the children were. walt- . On tho other hand, art mn.etcrplGCes
tng for theIr medicine. arc exclUded as much as possible. so

',\ One peeped round the door and thnt tho children can learn to exp'rc8S
,ttouted, 'Oome on; you lilly, whit •• themse;ves looepenllently i there ts a
livered .Id Idiot,' "f,hut up,; I'm rule limiting pocket 'money, and though
havlna my corr •• " wall.all the matron sex matters, for ·1ns ta nee may be freely
laid. ' , dl;;cussE'd. some dQlec~1vc· noveltl were

, "Another called out, 'Come on : we're excluded., as beln.g .1&.>excltlng,
walilng,' but nothing happened to hIm. Both a pianola and a gramophono
'A tiny tot oncll called me, 'You old are provIded for unreatrloled ule.
nusseIJ. you,' but. no notice was taken Tiny toll VOluntarily labOur with the
of Ihat .elther, . ,. o. I p~al. to hear Moort anlf Bach,

"Only a few pupils stny away lrom OompoI.,. like Itravln,ky, Debu •• y
clnsses, thollghthey .know nothlng will '. and Prokoviev (whOle muale MUnd~
happen If they do.-· '., • '. . ""ke a dilapidated motoroOar to many

,iOnce two e; them' wandered rllht ,adultl) are' am-.nl tho children',
ut , h d .favourite recordl.

00 t e' eltate an lot loat. . We . When I Mk.A" , Mr •. nt ••.•ell what ' •...•..'found them' late at nlghL ' What hap. C"" 0 ..,0 •• .."
' p'nld' Hoth(nl, We 'Ihowed thlm outer: ~orlcl thought or the school she
h~w they had cauled, trouble to every 6sld: . The servants think It Is rather

,one 01... They IBw'how thetr com. funny at ftrat. The local peoDle and
,puton, MId been wDrrlJlI1 _hAu' .h ••_ Vl1lagers arB vp.rv '.1...."'.. t.... ..
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GOOD QUO'rES
(7)

1 have
agnost.ic

observed t.hat.the world has suttered tar less trom ignorance than trom pretensions to knowledge. No
ever burned anyone at the stake or tortured a pagan, a heretic, or an unbeliever ..."

Daniel J. Boorstin, tormer Librarian ot Congress, and Protessor ot History at the
University ot Chicago.

Quoted by the Rev Joseph Mohr, "tree lance religion columnist tor 'l'he Horning Call,"
Allentown, PA daily newspaper, 1/19/91, p. B29.

"1 am tired of the hair-splitting nonsense ot the white bachelors ot the Church who are detining sexual
intercourse."

Dr. Uta Ranke-Heinemann, author ot Eunuchs for tile
I.luoted in an article in 7'he New York Times,

article, see Item(24).

Kingdom of Heaven, Doubleday.
12/5/90, p. C19. For the complete

"One should, respect public opinion insofar as necessary to avoid starvation and keep out of prison,
but anything that goes beyond this is voluntary submission to an unnecessary tyranny."

Bertrand Russell
Quoted in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 11/18/90, p. 6C. With thanks to STEIfB

HARAGIDES.

BY BERTRAND RUSSELL

(8) S~n, trom the British periodical, Hor~zon, January 1948, pp.7-1~. In this essay, H offers an explanacion ot
guilt feelings. 'fhat is, when people tee1 guilty, why do they feel it" What causes teelings ot guilt? With
thanks to AL SECKBL.

T H B sense of sin has been one of the dominant psychological facts
in history, and is still at the present day of great importance in the
mental life of a large proportion of mankind. But although the
sense of sin is easy to recognize and define, the (onc~pt of 'sin' is
obscure, especially if we attempt to interpret it in non-theological
terms. In' this article I wish to consider the sense of sin psycho:
logically and historically, and then to examine whether there is
any non-theological concept in terms of which this emotion can
be rationalized.

Some •enlightened' persow believe themselves to have seen.
through 'sin', and to have discarded the whole complex of beliefs
and emotions with which it is associated. But most of these
persons, if scrutinized, will be found to have only rejected some
prominent part of the received moral code-e.g. the prohibition
of adultery-but to have retained, none the less, a moral code
of their own, to which they give complete adherence. A man may,
for instance, be a conspirator in a left-wing movement in a
Fascist country; in theJursuit of his public objects he may
consider himself justif in deceiving and hoodwinking half-
hearted' fellow-travellers', in stealing from the funds of reaction-
aries, in making love insincerely with a view to discovering
secrets, and in conunitting murder when the situation kems to

demand it. He may at all times express himself with a devastating
moral cynicism. Yet this very man, if he is caught and tortured
with a view to discovering his confederates, may display a heroic
endurance beyond the capacity of many who would consider him
ethically vile. If he does at last give way and betray his comrades,
he is likely to feel a burning sense of shame which may drive him
to suicide. Or, to take a very different example, a man may, like
the hero of Shaw's, Doctor's Dilemma, be morally contemptible in
all respects except where his artistic conscience is involved, but in
this one mailer may be capable of very painful sacrifices, I am not
prepared to maintain that to all men there are some acts that are
felt :15 • sin'; I am willing to believe that there are human beings
who are utterly shameless. But I am convinced that they are f~w.
and that they are not to be found among those who most loudly
proclaim their own emancipation from moral scruples.

Most psycho-analysts make much of the sense of guilt or sin,
which they seem to regard as innate. I cannot agree with them in

tills, I believe the psychological origin of the sense of guilt in the
young to be fear of punishment or disapproval by parents or
whoever is in authority. If a feeling of guilt is to result from
punishment or disapproval, it is necessary, however, that author-
ity should be respected, and not merely Ieared ; where there is
only fear, the natural reaction is an impulse to deceit or rebellion.
It is natural to young children to respect their parents, but school
boys are less apt to respect their teachers, with the result that only
fear of punishment, not sense of sin, restrains them from many
acts of disobedience. Disobedience, if it is to [ee! sinful, must be
disobedience to an authority inwardly respected and acknow-
ledged. A dog caught stealing a leg of mutton may have this
feding if he is caught by his master, but not if he is caught hy a
stranger.

The psycho-analysts, however, are certainly right in tracing the
origins of a man's sense of sin to the very early years of childhood.
In those years parental precepts are unquestioningly accepted, but
impulse is too strong for them to be always obevcd ; hence
experience of disapproval is frequent and painful, and so is temp-
tation which may be successfully resisted. In later life the parental
disapproval may come to be almost forgotten, and yet there may
still be a feeling of something painful associated with certain kinds
of acts, and this feeling may translate itself into the conviction
that such acts are sinful. For those who believe that sin consists in
disobedience to God the Father, the change of emotional pattern
is very slight.

However, many men who do not believe in God nevertheless
have a sense of sin. This may be merely a subconscious association
with parental disapproval, or it may be fear of the bad opinion of
a man's own herd, when the man is not a rebel against the herd's
standards. Sometimes it is the sinner's own disapproval, quite
independently of what others think. that makes him feel wicked:
This is nor likely to happen except to men who are unusually self-
reliant or have exceptional gifts. If Columbus had abandoned the
attempt to fmd the Indies, no one else would have blamed him,
but one can imagine that he would have felt degraded ill his own
eyes. Sir Thomas More was removed from Oxford in his youth,
on account of his determination to learn Greek in spite of the
disapproval of his father and the University authorities. No doubt
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if he had yielded to the advice of his elders and betters he would
have had a sense of sin, though everyone would have praised him.

The sense of sin has played a very important part in religion,
more especially the Christian religion. In the Catholic Church it
was one of the main sources of the power of the priesthood, and
did much to facilitate the victory of the Popes in their long
struggle with the Emperors. Psychologically and doctrinally, the
sense of sin reached its acme in SI. Augustine. But its origin lies
far back in prehistoric times; in all the civilized nations of anti-
quity it was already well developed. In its earlier forms it was
connected with ritual defilement and with breaches of taboo.
Among the. Greeks it was especially emphasized by the Orpliics
and by the philosophers whom they inJIueneed. By the Orphics,
as in India, sin was connected with transmigration: the sinful soul
passed, afier death, into the body of an animal, but after many
purgative ages at last achieved emancipation from bondage to
the wheel of life'. As Empedocles says:

'Whenever one of the daemons, whose portion is length of
days, has sinfully polluted his hands with blood, or followed strife
and foresworn himself, he must wander thrice ten thousand years
from the abodes of the blessed, being born throughout the time
in all manners of mortal forms .... One of these I now am, an
exile and a wanderer from the gods for that I put my trust in
insensate strife.'

In another fragment he says: 'Ah, woe is me. that ~he pitiless
day of death did not d~stroy me ere ever I did eV,il ~eeds or
devouring with my lips! It seems probable that these evil deeds
consisted of munching beans and laurel leaves for he says:
'Abstain wholly from laurel leaves', and again: 'Wretches, utter
wretches! keep your hands from beans '. These passages illustrate
the fact that sin, as originally conceived, was not essentially some-
thing that injured someone else, but merely something forbidden.
TIlls attitude persists to our own day in much of orthodox doc-
tiine on sexual morality.

The Christian conception of sin owes more to the .Jews th:~n to
the Greeks. The Prophets attributed the Babyloruan captl~lty
to the wrath of God, which was kindled by the heathen practices
that were still prevalent while Judea was ind~pendenl. At first
the sin was collective and the punishment collective, but gradually,
as the Jews became accustomed to the absence of P?lit!cal inde-
pendence, a more individualistic view came to prevail: It w~ the
individual who sinned, and the individual who would be purushed.
For a long time punishment was expected in this life, with the
corollary that prosperity was a proof of virt~e. But during the
persecution at the time of the Maccabees It became evident
that the most virtuous were, in this life, the most unfortunate.
This 'stimulated belief in a future life of rewards and punish-
ments, in which Antiochus would suffer and his victims would
triumph-a point of view which, with approp~ate modifica-
tions, passed over into the early Church and sustained It during
the persecutions. .

Sin, however, is psychologically very different when Imputed
to our enemies from what it is when thought of as our own
shortcoming, for the one involves pride and the other humility.
The extreme of humility is reached in the doctrine of original SUi,
of which the best exposition is to be found in St. August~e.
According to this doctrine,' Adam and Eve were created With
free will, and had the power of choice between good and evil,
When they ate the apple they chose evil, and in that moment
corruption entered into their souls. They and all their progeny
were thenceforth unable to choose the good by the strength of
their own unaided wills; only Divine Grace enabled the elect to
live virtuously. Divine Grace is bestowed, witho~t any guiding
principle, upon some of those who have been baptized, but upon

no one else with the exception of certain of the Patriarchs and
Prophets, a~d a small number of miraculousl~ enlightened pagans.
The rest of mankind, although, since Grace 15 WIthheld, they are
fatally predestined to sin, yet, because of their sin, are justly objects
of God's wrath, and as such will suffer eternal perdition, St.
Augustine enumerates the sins committed by infants at the breas,t,
and docs not shrink from the conclusion that infants who die
unbaptized go to hell. The elect go to heaven beca~ God chooses
to make them the objects of His mercy: they are virtuous because .
they are elect, not elect because they are virtuous.

This ferocious doctrine, though accepted by Luther ~d Calvin,
has not, since their time, been the orthodox teaching of the
Catholic Church, and is now accepted by very few Christians, of
whatever denomination. Nevertheless hell is still part of Catholic
dogma, though fewer people sulfer damnation than w.as formerly
supposed. And hell is justified as the appropriate punishment for
sin.

The doctrine of original sin, according to which we shall all
deserve punishment because of Adam' s transgre~sion, is one
which strikes most people at the present day as unjust, although
there are many who see no injustice when analogous doctrines
are proclaimed in politics-for example, when it is thought right
that German children born since 1939 should starve because their
parents did not oppose the Nazis. This, how~ver, even by its
supporters, is recognized as rough human justice, and not. of a
sort to be ascribed to the Deity. The standpoint of modem liberal
theologians is well set forth by Dr. Tennant in his boo.k .The
Corutpt of Sin. According to him sin consists in acts of will that
arc in conscious opposition to a known moral law, the moral law
being known by Revelation as God's will. It follows that a man
destitute of religion cannot sin :

'If we press the indispensableness of th~ religious. element in. the
concept of sin, and if we adopt the psychical definition of religion,
then it will follow that penons, if any there be, possessing no
religion-who would confess, that is to say, to entertainin8. no
ideas of deity or of the supernatural, and to feeling no religious
sentiment of any sort-eannot be accounted sinners at all, III the
sense in which we agree to we that term, however morally evil,
even from their own point of view, may be their lives.'

It is difficult to know exactly what is meant by this sta tement,
owing to the qualifICations with which it is introduced. By the
'psychical' definition of religion the author means, as he has
previously explained, whatever a man accepts in the way of
religion, and not only what Christians regard as true religion. But
it is not clear what is meant by 'feeling no religious sentiment
of any sorr'. I myself have 'sentiments'~motions and moral
convictions-which are apt to be associated with Christian beliefs,
but I have no 'ideas of deity or of the supernatural'. I am not
quite sure, therefore, whether, in Dr. Tennant's view, I am or am
not capable of 'sin'. Nor am I sure whether, in my own view,
there is a valid concept deserving to be called' sin'. I know that
certain acts, if I perform them, fiJI me with shame. I know that I
find cruelty detestable and that I wish it did not exist; I know
that failure to use to the full such talents as I may possess would
feel to me like treachery to an ideal. But I am by no means
certain how to rationalize these feelings, nor whether, if I sue-
cee,ded, in rationalizing them, the result would afford a definition
of Sin.

If' sin' means 'disobedience to the known will of God', then
clearly sin is impossible for those who do not believe in God or
do not think that they know His will. But if 'sin' means 'dis-
obedience to the voice of conscience', then it can exist indepen-
dently of theological beliefs. If it means only this, however, it
lacks some properties commonly associated with the word "sin ',
Sin is usually thought of as deserving punishment, not only as a
deterrent or as an incentive to reform, but on grounds of abstract
justice. The sufferings of hell, theologians assure us, do not make
tortured souls morally bener: on the contrary, they persist in sin
through all eternity, and have no power to do otherwise. The
belief in 'sin' as something meriting the purely retributive
infliction of pain is one which cannot be reconciled with any
ethic at all analogous to that which I believe in, though it has
been advocated independently of theology, for instance in
G. E. Moore's Principia Eihic«. When ~etribu~on fo~ its own sak~
is not thought good, the concepts of jusuce and punishment
need re-interpretation.

'Justice', in its legalistic interpretation, might be taken to mean
'reward according to desert'. But when retributive punishment
for its own sake is no longer advocated, this can only mean
'reward and punishment on the system most likely to promote
socially desirable conduct'. It might happen, on occasion, rha: a
man who expected punishment would undergo a change of heart
if he were given a free pardon; in that case, It would be right to
pardon him. It might also happen that a man who had acted in a
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socially desirable manner might have set' an example which
ought not to be followed in apparently similar cases, and ori this
account, it might be proper to punish him. (Nelson's blind eye.) In
short, rewards and punishments should be awarded according to
the desirability of their social effects, and not according to some
supposed absolute standard of merit or demerit. No doubt it will,
as a rule, be wise to reward those whose conduct is socially desir-
able and punish those whose conduct is harmful, but exceptions
are conceivable and are likely actually to occur from time to time.
Such a conception ofjusrice ' as underlies the belief in heaven and
hell is not defensible if 'right' conduct is that which promotes
tlie satisfaction of desire. .

The conception of' sin' is closely connected witli the belief in
free will, for, if our actions are determined by causes over which
we have no control, retributive punishment can have no justi-
fication, I think. the ethical importance of free will is sometimes
exaggerated, but it cannot be denied that the question is relevant
in relation to 'sin', and something must therefore be said about it .

• Free will' must be taken to mean that a volition is not always,
or not necessarily, the result of previous causes. But the 'word
,cause' has not as clear a meaning as could be wished. The first
step towards clarity is to substitute' causal law' for' cause'. We
shall say that an event is •determined' by previous events if there
is a law by means of which it can be inferred if a sufficient number
of previous events are known. We can predict the movements
of the planets because they follow from the law of gravitation.
Sometimes, human actions are equally predictable; it may be
that Mr. So-and-so, on meeting a stranger, never fails to mention
his acquaintance with Lord Such-and-such. But, as a general rule,
we are not able to predict with any accuracy what people will do.
This may be only from inadequate knowledge of the relevant
laws, or it may be because there are no laws that invariably
connect a man's action with his past and present circumstances,
Tlie latter possibility, wliich is that of free will, is always unhesi-
tatingly rejected except wlien people are thinking about the
free-will problem, No one says: •It is useless to punish theft,
because perhaps people henceforth will like punishment', No one
says: 'It is useless to address a letter, because the postman, having
free will, may decide to deliver it somewhere else'. No one says:
'It is useless to offer wages for work that you wish done, because
people may prefer starvation'. If free will were common, all
social organization would be impossible, since there would be no
way of influencing men's actions.

Wliile, therefore, as a philosopher I hold the principle of
universal causation to be open to question, as a common-sense
individual I hold that it is an indispensable postulate in the
conduct of affairs, For practical purposes we must assume that
our volitions have causes, and our ethics must be compatible with
this assumption.

Praise and blame, rewards and punishments, and the whole
apparatus of the criminal law, are rational on the deterministic
hypothesis, but not on the hypothesis of free will, for they are all
mechanisms designed to cause volitions that are in harmony with
the interests of the community, or what are believed to be its
interests. But the conception of 'sin' is only rational on the
assumption offree will, for, on the deterministic hypothesis, when
a man does something that the community would wish him not

to do, that is becau~'the community has not provided ade1U3te
motives to cause him not to do it, or perhaps could not lave
provided adequate motives. We all recognize this second possi-
bility in the case of insanity: a homicidal lunatic would not be
deterred from murder even ifhe were certain to be hanged for it,
and therefore it is useless to hang him. But sane people, when they
commit a murder, usually do so in the hope of escaping detection,
and it is this fact that makes it worth while to punish them when
they are detected, Murder is punished, not because it is a sin and
it is good that sinners should suffer, but because the community
wishes to prevent it, and fear of punishment causes most people
to abstain from it. This is completely compatible with the deter-
ministic hypothesis, and completely incompatible with the
hypothesis of free will.

I conclude that free will is not essential to any rational ethic,
but only to the vindictive ethic that justifies hell and holds that

, •sin' should be punished regardless of any good that punishment
may do. I conclude, also, that 'sin', except in the sense of conduct
towards which the agent, or the community, feel an emotion
of disapproval, is a mistaken concept calculated to promote
needless cruelty and vindictiveness when it is others that are
thought to sin, and a morbid self-abasement when it is ourselves
whom we condemn.

But it must not be supposed that, in rejecting the concept of
'sin', we are maintaining that there is no difference between right
and wrong actions. 'Right' actions are those that it is useful to
praise, 'wrong' actions are those that it is useful to blame. Praise
and blame remain as powerful incentives, tending to promote
conduct which serves the general interest. Rewards and punish-
ments also remain. But with regard to punishment, the rejection
of •sin' makes a difference that has some practical importance.
for, on the view which I advocate, the punishment is always per se
an evil, and is only justified by its deterrent or reformative effect.
If it were possible to keep the public persuaded that burglars go
to prison, while in fact they are made happy in some remote
South Sea island, that would be better than punishment; the only
objection to the scheme is that it would inevitably leak out sooner
or later, and then there would be a general outbreak of burglary.

What applies to punishment applies also to blame. The fear of
being blamed is a very powerful deterrent, but actual blame,
when the blameworthy action has been performed, is, as a rule,
painful without being morally helpful. The person bbmed is
likely to become sullen and defiant, to despair of the good opinion
of the community, and to acquiesce in the position of an Ishmael.
This result is especially probable when it is not an individual, but
a large group, that is blamed. After the First World War the
victors told the Germans that the guilt was wholly Germany's,
and even forced them to sign a document by which they pretended
to acknowledge their sale culpability. After the Second World
War Montgomery issued a proclamation telling German parentJ
to explain to their children that British soldiers could not smile at

, them beca use of the wickedness of their fathers and mothers. This
was, on both occasions, bad psychology and bad politics, of a
sort that is encouraged by belief in the doctrine of' sin'. We arc
all what our circumstances have made us, and if that is unsatis-
factory to our neighbours, it is for them to fmd ways of improving
us. It is very seldom that moral reprobation is the best way of
achieving this object,

OFFIC~Rti Of'THE BgHTRAND MUSSELL SOCIE1Y, INC.

(9) Chairman, Harvin Kohl; ~resident, Hichael MocKler; Vice ~resident, John Lenz; Treasurer, Deruiis J. Darland;
Secretary, Don JacKanicz; Vice President/lntormation, Lee gisler.
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NI!:WSABUU'f MEMBERS .

(10) Abercrombie l1!.eil) won a seat in the House, beating his kepublican rival in the November election. lie now
represents Hawaii's 1st Uistrict in the U.S. Congress. We saw him interviewed on C-SPAN; we're sure that R
would have approved ot his liberal views (as did we). Congratulations, Neil!

(11) McVeigh (Hugh) is making considerable progress with his CDHS (CAPITOL DISTRICT HUMANIST SOCIETY,INC.) He
publishes Tile Humeru st: Monthly, "The Voice ot securar Humanism for Eastern Upstate New York", holds monthly
meetings, and is acquiring new members. BRB VP JOHN LENZ attended a recent meeting. Hugh says "Secular
Humanism is the rational approach in a world ot contending religions and cultures."

(12) Rockfellow (John D.l. has become Director ot the Project Development Otfice or IFIAS (International i'ederation
of Institutes for Advanced Study) in Maastricht, The Netherlands. We quote from his letter:

1 am responsible for putting together programmes on globally relevant issues, which must be capable ot
multidisciplinary research, and ofter decent bait to potential funding organizations.

The present programme base includes "International Diffusion ot BioteChnology", which addresses the needs
of developing countries in obtaining access to all current procedures in Biotechnology, thereby allowing
them a way around typical western inefticiency on their way to modernity and selt-sutficiency.

We have a program starting on the "Development of Etficient International Aid Management", which looks at
the amount ot waste in International Aid networks, and suggests ways to remedy the present abuse.

We also have a progranune run jointly with UNESCO, UNU, and !SSC on "Human Dimensions of Global Change",
which looks at every human consequence ot climate change, and resource change.

We, finally, have have a programme of my own, which is entitled "DISC" or "Disappearance of Indigenous
Small Cultures". this programme seeks to identify endangered indigenous peoples, and to etfect policy
toward the maintenance of the specific culture.

All ot these programmes are being run interdisciplinary, utilizing all members ot our federation (4/
Research Institutes, 25 Countries). The results are always presented to the people physically responsible
for the remedy, rather than merely published 1n a journal or book. #

Uf potential interest to BRB members is the inaugural edition of our research magaZine, in which we will
publish articles on new science, both social and natural. I would be interested in receiving short articles
(750-1500 words) on issues of new scientific interest and of global relevance.

John sent several IFIAS publications, including an IFIAS FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME tor young scientists, We
will lend them on request.

(13) Ruppe (Cheri~ writes:

Had such a grand time, I extended my leave and spent three months crewing on the Cloud Nine -- a 57' ketch
-- through the South China Sea and Straits ot Malacca. It was by tar my greatest adventure yet,

When 1 rang in the New Year in 1990, it certainly never occurred to me that betore I rang it out, I would
not only have become proticient with an M-i6, but would have used it to keep pirates trom boarding, and
would have spent a night sleepi.ng on the tloor ot an opium den!

I kept a log, It I ever get 'round to writing up an account of my adventures, I'll send you a copy.

(14) Weidlich (Thom) has an article in Free lnqu~ry (Winter 1990/91), titled 1~le Bertrand Russell Case. We
reproduce it in this issue (Item 27.) Thorn had presented a paper on this subject at the June 1990 BRS Meeting
at McMaster.

CON'ftU8U'1'IONS

(15) Our gratitude goes to these BRB members who included a contribution in their renewal dues. Thank you very
much!

US,AURORA ALHl!:lDA, MH, J. M. ALTIERI, DR. Jt:AN ANDERSON, DR. IRVING H. ANELLIS, MR. JAY ARAGONA, DR. GJ:;ORGJ:;
AUSTIN, PROF. DONG-IN 8AE, MS. EVELYN BURTON, DR. Dl!:NNISC. CHIPMAN, MR. WHI'l'l'lEWCOBB, MH. JACK R. corlLE:::>r

MS. SUSAN J. DARLAND, HR. ROBERT K. DAVIS, HR. SAM UIB8LE, JR., HR. LEE EISLER, MS. Cl..J\R.l!:HALLORAN, MR. J:;AHL
MANSEN, MH. 'fillHARDING, Uk. CHARLES W. HILL, MR, JEi'i'j{J!:YA. HILL, HR. JAHl!:SLWW HOOPES, MS. UPHEL.lA HOOPE:::>,
MR. DONALD W. JACKANIC~, MR. AUAM JACOBS, HR. ROBER'!'T. JAMES, DR. HERBERT C. LANSUELL, UR, PIHLIP H. J..J:;
COMP'l'I!:,PRUi'. JU:::>'l'INUUNHOj{J!:LJ:;lI:lER,MH. HUGH MCVEIGH, HR. GLJ:;NNR. HOYER, MS. SANDI A. MOYER, HR. S'l'EPHENJ.
REINHARDT, HR. BENI'fO HEY, MH. W.lLLlAH M. HIPLEY, DR. MICHAl!:LJ. HOCKLER, PROF. HAHRY RUJA, HR, JOhN f.
SCHAAl<, MS, NANE'l"l'l!:E, SCOFIELD, MH, WAARl!:NALLI':NSHI'l'H,HR. RAMON CAA'!'ERSUZARA, MS. ALICE TZANETAKm:i, MH.
CHRI:::>'fOS'l'ZANB'l'AKUS,HR. CLHFURD VALBNTINI!:,MS. ELl!:ANUHH. VALENTINB, HR. DJ:;WJ:;Y1. WALLACE, JR., HR. MICHl\BL
J. WE8I!:H, DJ{. CHARLES L. WEYANU, MS. ELEANOR WOLFl', HR. JAME:::>E. WOODRUW, MS. JUDI'fH ZACCONE, DR. TERRY:::>.
ZACCONE. Uur thanks also to TLNG-FU HUNG tor a generous contribution through tile BRB Library.

(16) Contributions are welcome any time throughout the year. Send them c/o the newsletter or the RB Library,
addresses on Page 1, bottom.
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SECULARISM

(17) Secular alternatives to Alcoholics Anonymous. From the front page of ~ HeH York Iimes, December 24, 1990.

New Way to Treat
Alcoholism Discards
Spiritualism of A.A.

By 7RISH HALL
Over five decades, Alcoholics Anony-

mous has established itself as the na-
tion's most accepted path to treating
drinking problems. But in the last year,
people unhappy with the organization's
spiritual emphasis have spurred the
growth of a secular self-help program,
Rational Recovery.

The program has perhaps 2,000
members at anyone time, compared
with a million or more members in AI.
coholics Anonymous. But the Califor-
nia-based Rational Recovery now has
meetings in 100cities - from Boston to
Pasadena, Calif. - up from 30 at the
beginning of 1990.The four-year-old or-
ganization is affiliated with the Arner-
ican Humanist Association in Amherst,
N.Y.

Chapters are being started by people
with drinking problems who object to
the tenets that are fundamental to the
12·step recovery program of Alcoholics
Anonymous, and by therapists seeking
alternatives to Alcoholics Anonymous
for their patients.

.·\Icoholics Anonvmous's first three
steps begin with' an admission of
powerlessness over alcohol, a belief in
a greater power that can restore sanity
and a decision to turn "our will and our
lives over to the care of God as we un-
derstood Him."

Clinics, psychotherapists and physi-
cians 011 en insist ~~at patients attend
A.A. meetings. Judges sometimes sen-
tence drunken-drlvmg offenders to par-
ticipate in the program.

Like the older organization, Rational
Recovery is a self-help group in which
participants attend'meetings and talk
about their experiences with alcohol.
Anonymity'is respected.

Alcoholism as Incurable
,~,.A:'cohollcs ·Anon~mous suggests
daily meetings for the first 90 days of
membership and lifelong participation
allerward. It contends that the lasting
involvement is essential because of the
Incurable.nature of alcoholism,

Participants in Rational Recovery
atrend meetings once or twice a week
for about a year. The goal Is to wean
themselees Iromraleohol, and then

·from the group. Sometimes, a therapist
orvnlunteer coordinator attends meet-
·lngs to help direct the discussion.

Rational Recovery's guiding princt-
·pies differ radically from those of Aleo-
;holies il.nortymous. Rather than defin-

lng the·indlvidua\as powerless over.al-:
co~oli Rational Recovery argues that
the tndl~idual.has .the power 'to over-
comeenythmg, Adherefl~s believe that

.A.A,;'s 12.steps fostel"lliJP'endeiicy: ' ;'
Techniques of Psychotherapy .

'~Rit'ttoilal"k\!ccivery 'says depend-
ency is the original problem with the

'r!!~~i~ft~R
Lotus, Calif., after trying Alcoholics
Anonymous.· The ..P!8l\Aj~tillJ) "."
mainly supported by sales of a journal
and of Mr. Ttlmpey's guide to its Ideas,
'.'The Small Book," whpse titie plays off
A.A.'s "Big Book."

Mr. Trimpey's program, which sees
alcohol and drug use as a problem that
can be treared hi a finite lime, i1sefthe
techniques of rational emottve therapy,
a system developed by Albert ElIIsr a
New York psychotherapist. Through
talking therapy, his system alms to
help people root out Irrational thoughts
and beliefs that Impede them from
reaching thelt goals. '

Mr. Trimpey, the full-time director
of Rational Recovery, believes that

. people can figure out what touches off
their drinking and, once they under.
stand the irrational beliefs behind their
feelings and behavior, change.

"Drinking Is always a choice" he
said. "Every time a person drinks: they
think, 'Screw It, do it.' We Identify that
addictive voice, become conscious of it,
and recognize It as the enemy."

Effectiveness of A.A.
There are other secular groups for

alcoholics, like Women for Sobriety, in
Quakertown, Pa., but addiction experts
say no organization has offered an al-
ternative to Alcoholics Anonymous
that can approximate its consistent
structure and nationwide network of
meetings.

The reassurance of anonymity that is
fun~mental to A.A. meetings means
that its. success rate can Ilever be con-
cluslvely documented, but the group Is
considered effective by most experts in
the field of addiction.

"We know people have been able to
achieve and maintain sobriety with
A,.~.," "said Dr. Richard Rosenthal
chief tit the division of substance abus~
In the psychiatry department at Beth
Israel Medical Center in New York.
But he 'agreed it does not work for
everyone. "Treatment of addiction is
not an exact science," he said.

The Alcoholics Anonymous dropouts
are frustrating to addiction experts.

~"I't:roQ,g~llROrter of A.A., but wes!iea lot.of,people Whoaren't able to re-
late to it," said Ceane Willis, a psy
cholollls~.~n the staff of the West End
Group Practice, the addiction treat-
ment unit Within the Department of
Psychiatry at Massachusetts General
Hospital. She is planning a study of Ra-
tional Recovery, hoping to find out who
uses It and how it helps them. •.It
seems tb be an interesting aiternative
to the A.A. model;" she said. ,.".

Although A.A.'s guiding book, "Alco-
holics Anonymous," says belief in God

is not necessary for membership, 7 of
its 12 steps are explicitly spiritual; the.
word God Is used four times. The steps
retain traces of A.A.'s roots in the Ox-
ford group, a post-World War Imove-
ment of evangelical Christian renewal.

Maldnl a Difference
That spiritual element was troubling'

to Morris Sullivan, a consultant In 01'-'
lando, Fla., who specializes hi em-
ployee assistance plans. When Mr. Sul-
livan was havmg marital problems a
few years ago, a therapist suggested
that a.leohol was a problem and urged
him to attend Alcoholics Anonymous.
Mr. Sullivan took the advice, but was
uncomfortable with A.A. "I don't con-
sider myself an atheist," he said, "but
the higher power concept wasn't what I
was looking for."

Although Mr. Sullivan dtd manage to.
stop drinking, he felt depressed until he
Joined Rational Recovery; "The ideas
behind It made a difference," he said.

While Alcoholics Anoriymous does
not officially comment on other groups,
one member agreed that' to outsiders
parts of A.A. might sound like a
"marching chant." But, she said, "it
saves our lives,"

Some members" of Rational Re-
covery complain that. people with
drinking problems are. steered into
A.A. regardless of whether they have
the psychological makeup to benefit
from it. Some addiction specialists
agree, but say this is because of the
lack of alternatives and to the proven

"value of Alcoholics Anonymous for a
significant number of people. In addl-
tion, the presence in A.A. of many well·
educated, successful people adds to its
growing influence.

Like a Conversion Process
"They constitute a group of people

who provide a model and a promise,"
said Herbert Peyser, a consulting psy-
chiatrist at the Smithers Alcoholism
Center at SI. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital
in New York. As part of their commit.
ment to A.A., they are expected to
spread the word to others.

"The spiritual quality Is a crucial
.element," said Dr. Peyser, a strong be-
Iiever in A.A. "It's similar to a conver-
sion process."
. In Boston, Rational Recovery meet.

ings are being organized by Dr. Joseph
Gerstein, an internist who once rou-
tinely referred people to Alcoholics
Anonymous.

"Some would go and benefit, and
others would say, 'No way,' .. Dr. Ger-
stein said. "I'm embarrassed to say it
never entered my mind that A.A. was
the problem. It has so infiltrated every
aspect of the mental health system that
it is accepted as revealed truth."
. Dr. Gerstein said he began to recon-

Sider hIS position after hearing Mr.
Trlmp.ey grve a speech. "I got inter-
ested III It from a civil rights point of
view," he said. "People are being man-
dated by the courts to go to A.A. I
wanted an option to be available for
people who didn't want to be in a reli-
grous envrroarnenr.':
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At a recent meeling of a Boston chap-
fer of Rational Recovery, at Mount Au-
burn Hospital, the four men and Ihree
women who attended talked about re-
cent incidents that had tempted them
to drink, and how they had handled
them, They talked about how Ihey
would feel on New Year's Eve, when il
was time to raise a glass in toast. They
tried to look at the ultimate conse-
quences of drinking.

End of Ihe World

Another talked about a recent ollke
party held in a hotel where he used to
go on "marlinllours" with his brother.
He found himself ready again. "I was
wearing a suit, with money in my pock.
et, and my wife out of town," he said.

Before he could act on the impulse 10
drink, the man said, he rushed home
~nd took a shower, eventually dispel.
ling the desire by telling himself thai it
would lead him 10 a life he did not like.

Dr. Gerstein said the moment of
reconsideralion was crucial. "With the
single step of stopping 10 think about
this, you are 90 percent there," he said.

"One beer is not the end of the
world," one man said. "But one beer
potentially could he. When I want a
drink. I know II will cost me a week's

.pay, and I'll be sick as a dog."

BR QUarED

(18) BR's use of intuition is cited in a logic textbook.
The source is: Vincent Barry and Douglas J. Soccio.

Practicle 1QgiQ.
and Winston, 1988. 3rd ed. New York: Holt, Rinehart

With thanks to George G. Kue.

A possible source of knowledge is intuition. -= is the ~
hmsitm of.~~'{!Jrf#is M£ the ~of ctmscious~;;?i . .
smrutrf!pt-jon'-. ~ osophers and sChOhold a variety of views ~ding
intuiiiOii.~e speak of intuition as present in all knowledge. For aample,
before I can even begin to evaluate the soundness of an argument, I must directly
apprehend the connection between the propositions that make up the various
steps of the argument. In fact, reasoning itself seems to depend on some con.
nection that we grasp or fail to grasp. Similarly, intuition apparently plays a
part in our recognition of the beautiful, of the moral principles we accept, of
the religious values we hold. Perhaps self knowledge is the best case for such
intuition, for knowledge of oneself seems to be present in all our knowledge of
the world. As a simple example, consider that when you hear a phone ring, in
addition to hearing it you are also aware of your hearing and of yourself as the
one who does the hearing. Thought of this way, then, intuition refers to our
awareness of the immediate data of consciousness, and as such, would be an
dement that's present in all our knowledge.

Other philosophers regard intuition as the accumulative result of one's
past experience and thinking. In this sense valid intuitions are short-cuts to
knowledge that the senses and reason eventually would disclose. Such intuitions,
in effect, are the outcome of unconscious inductions and deductions. Bits and
pieces emerge from our unconscious and fall together-we understand. Some
psychologisrs refer to chis as the "Aha!" experience, as in "Aha! I've got it!" or
"Aha! I see it!"

Many creative people consciously utilize this process. The philosopher
Bertrand Russell, in an article entitled "How I Write," tells of "planting" a
prObiem in his subconscious and allowing it to work itself out there "under-
ground."

The most curious example of this process, and me one which led me subse-
quendy ro rely upon it, occurred at me beginning of 1914. I had undertaken to
give me Lowell Lectures at Boston. and had chosen as my subject "Our Knowl-
edge of me External World." Throughout 1913 I thought about this topic. In
term rime in my room at C;.rllbridge, in vacations in a quier inn on me upper
reaches of me Thames, I concentrated with such inrensirv mar I sometimes for-
gOI to breathe and emerged panring as if from a trance. Bur all to no avail, To
everv theorv [ could mink of [ could perceive some fatal objections. Ar last, in
despair, [ went off to Rome for Christmas, hoping a holidav would revive my
tlagging energy. I gor back to Cambridge on me last day of 1913, and although
rnv difficulties were srill cornplerely unresolved I arranged, because me remain-
ing rime was short, to dictate as best I could ro a stenographer. Next morning,
as she came ro me door, I suddcnlv saw exactly what I had to say, and pro-
ceeded to dictate me whole book without a rnornenr's hesirarion.
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WOK REVltJWS

Two vJews of Rellgion ana Science by Bertrand kussell (NY, Henry Holt, 193!», with thanks to HARkYkUJA tor
both.

View #1.
(19) A review by Grald R. Phelan, in The Commonweal, otten referred to as a "liberal Catholic publication",

NOBODy ;"ould accuse Hertrand Ru.~J1 of bein~
1 :I theologian. A "fair appreciation of this book.l
rherefore, should he based rather upon its value as a
...•.-ientiiic ~nHiyof lilt pr,.hlrHi of iC~li(:iu~ and ~('i"nr".

One ml\Y .reasonably exprct a scientist (1) to be in
pos;.ssion "f the facts bearing on his problem: (Z)IO
take into account all the known facts aliectlllg it, espe
ciallv those which appear Its. Iavorable til hi. own solu-
tion'; (J) .ro commit himself to no assertion •••·hieh can-
nol be supported by an appeal to the facti

Let me' quote (pag.s Ifl6'IIl7): "The mystics varv
~rtatl}' in their capacity f,,'r gidn!!: expression 10' their
experiences, but I think' II't rnav take it Ihal those who
,,,,,wded best all maintain: (;) Iha\' .,,11 di~·i,ion. and
separateness are ~nreal and jhat .Ih'e ,!\t"'e"e rs a <mgle
in,I;,;,ihle, unity; (z) that evil i, Hlusorv, and, that the
illu.i",;· ari'., through talselv reliarding a part as self-
-ubsi-rent i (.1) that tina' i, unreal. and that realil)" i,
'lrrnal. nbr in the •• n-e roi u"ing everlasting. but in the
.•en-e of ~rine: wholly oursid« time." One mar presume
rh.rt Lord Russell has made a careful studv of Buddhist,
~lohammrJan and Taoi,t my,tics, for he speaks with
iamiliarit~· oi their m~ stical experiences, Rut it is a
tact that nor a siil~de Catholi,: mystic ha,; ever maintained
anv singlt o~ of Ihesc three points. On the contrary.
thev are ~II at on, in maintainin!! (I) that the mystical
union of [the soul with (;,,,1 is incomparably less perfect
in the d1aracler of the resultant one.ness than the uniry
IIf the 'l~ltee Divine Person' of the Blessed Trinhl" in

. the onen s of the Divirie Nature, .and, .furthermore, that
the soul never loses its separate rrrsonal' existence, and
reality e en in the Beatific Vision : (2) that evil is far
irom ill sor}', for the "rowers of darkness" are the all
IOU. real nernies of the soul's salvation, hell is a "er}' real
place of ternal punishment ior fallen angels and damned
souls. th Sacrament oi Penance is for 'the forgiveness of
very real sins, erc.: (3) that time is indeed real, for God
created t e world in time and all this trul}' real material
realit~ .• $r ,from being outside time., is. wholly immersed
in it. est are facts which Bertrnnd Russell ought to
han kn vn, or learned. befnre presuming 10 discuss the
qu~~tinn ~s a scientist. .

Hilt Iqt me quote again (pag" .p): "D"lCartes who
was trr~lfied when he heard uf (,alileu's rJhdemnation
in' 1010. tied to Holland, where. though the theologinns :
cLimori.'d. for his punishment. the g'l\'ernlllelll adhered 10
its princ~pl~ of rdi~ioll:'l tl.;kratioll.·' :'\u.tl' the. date:
I tJ J O. ~ ow I ler me quote r rom a letter of De-ca rtcs to
~Iersennr, dated "Deventer tin nnvcmbre,': Ib33.'~ and
til be fUllnd on page 2j" oi rlu- fi"t volume uf the great
'Au;lln-T~nnerr edition oi "I ,", Oe""res de Descartes":
"As I "p' enquiring at I.e)' d" and Arnstcrdam recently"
if (;alileo\ 'System of the World' were to be found there,
because I seem to remember having been Inla that Ih,y !
were printed in 1taly last year, they told me that it Wa,

. trur 'hal tI"" had been printed but that all the eopiO$
had h"m burned at Rome at the same lim" and th.t
Cali,,"u w;" condemned to malte some amends; Ihis su"
p,;.rd tne greatly.' .. " (:'Ir translation). "This Sur.
pri, •.•1 tne ~,eatl)""! Note Ihe date: 103.1.' A sli\!hl
error of lacl on Ihe part of Bert'and Russell; seventeen
,c;,rs in the CJrttr of a man ",hose life is so well known'
Be,i,le" the (;,lileo ,fiair ~ad nothin!: to do with D ••• :
CoHte,'s ~oi"l: to Holland .. Descart.s went to Holland;
that does not meau "Drs.:irtes tied to. Holland." A sci.
entist who i, ,rrurulou, "hout Ihe facts does nOI inter.
pret tilm) in t.hr '"rl\" a..::t ot !:'tatin~ them. R~l":u,jinr
iJ'l Illoli\"e .•• \\~ii(:l l"".l.. 1)1: .•.•..01'\(::- Lv· liulliUlJ ~Jl1l lUI

the lirst lime (most 'probably in tho summer of 1618)
.ind. "pin. ,it the rime this lctrer .was written, and a60.
rr~"rdin:.: the ,"damor" nf the ir,~olo;:ian, for his con-
uemnuticn. it i, 'a"pitl' LorJ RUS!l'tII die! not make a
,·r",,,, SIUUI' "i the da~,ical "Etude Hisloriquc" written
hr the "n;i'rler;ca!. hUI trulv scientific, Charle; ~\dalll'
"',,d puhli.Ii •.•1 in the la,t:'""!ith, volume of th" "and.
""I -dirion IIf th"\I'l"k "f I Jr-, •.;,rtt·, rrfer red tu aho\'t.

'r;!!· ..{, t;\ t) vv.uuple-, \\ hi c h I IH1.\T rho-en ior: pnrticu-
!;l' JUr:if ion tro:u .lUlllng In:II1Y tlw,t I mieht have choscu.
~Il.r:,:;lft· I hat Ikn 1":.1I11J R"~~rl.l..~\·a~ not i'.1 po~sl's~ion. vf
t!u- " n-t , :Ii";" whir h Ji~"w"t'tlJ lie entitled I"'make :1 -rud.
III tli.~ Jlj'I'~':I'JI1 with which he undertook to dcat

:\1 ..". lit, dn:: nut tall' Jw' (fJ;1:ni/aticc ui all rhe f:i,--t:-

T: Ltti, l~ :0 tltt· prolblrin. (':-'I'~t,,;i;dly i:!ct'S which do lUll

'lIp·pllrf. hi -; OWII view. For instunce •. .in djscu!ol~ing the
••ppu.:i\~oi1 of :\ri~illtl'Ii:1O flh~:-,icist::. to the new astronomy
uf Galileo, ht quotes rrom A"d,cw D. "'hite's "'Varlare
oi Science wirh Theolozy .•• a sr"r.tm.r.1 to the .ff,l'! that
Father Clavius -uid, "to sec t;,,· satellites of Jupiter. men
had to make an instrument Ithe telescope] which would'
create them.": I du not know where Dr: 'Vltite found
this piece of information nor do I kno", whether or not
it is true; Dr. ,"Vhi!e has not been in variably accurate
in his statements. But that is irrelevant 10 my present
purpose. The point here is that the Jesuit Fathers (to
which Father' Clavius helo"ged) organized a ;:reat fcs-
rivity at thei;:College de b Fleehe on June 6, 1611, to .
celebrate the [discovery of J upiter's moons by Galileo .
This is a facl , v hic!l Lord Russell should have taken into,
account alongj with all the other facts bearing on ·the
point, before !:iving his interpretation of the facts. (Inci-
dentally, one does not often 'hear of celebrations orga··
nized in our' modern secular : colleges to commemorate
the disco v eries.of Einstein, Heisenberg or Lemaitre.)

Regarding .the whole question of the so-called "Coper-
nican Revolution" (Chapter II), Bertrand Russell ought
also to have given due consideration to such facts as the
statement by SainI Thomas Aquinas regarding the hypo-
thetical character of Ptolemaic astronomy and the much
clearer statements of Nicholas Oresimus, Bishop of
Bayeux, who died in Ij8l, regarding the daily revolu-
tions of the uhh and the stability of the heavenly bodies.

. These facts ate looked upon by Nicholas Oresimus as
"profitable co~siderations for the defense of our faith."

lOne might expect. Lord Russell 10 be acquainted with
the researches hearing on trns poicIt; )lUbll\,ned twenty,
twO yean; ago by the eminent physicist Pierre DulRm.
It is the mark of a truly scientific mind to weigh and
consider all the facts he can find r~lati1'e to his problem,

Finally, Bertrand Russell should nOI, as a eonscien-
IIOIlS scientist, make assertions which he dots not and
cannot support by ap!lealing to -the facts. Take for ex.
ample (page ·02): "Medieval ·theology, ~ because it
ns a single logical 'system intended :to be immutable,

. could n~t avoid having definite opinions - .bout l:Vtry-
Ihing. . i.." Such a ,tatement couli not possibly be
SIIpported by facls. The most superficial knowledgt of
the h;,!C'c" a! th,nln~,'. in. the .1\1 idole .Agt~. reyeal, . it as
anylhIOg but 'a ,.singl. logical sy'tem." Has' Lord Ru~.
sell never heard of Ihe disputes in the schools, from Aleuin
to Orkham, which ,hook Ihe world of inedit\'al thou!,;ht)
DOts he not know that thc infallibilit}' of the Pope is
the mean .•. of IHl·~t'1 ~il)J! :--t.JlJilitj of JocLrin~ and :ll.:"':U-
rac}' of its statcment amid the ,'on,ta"t growth "nJ de\'l'I·
opment bf th;'olot:icallhinking) 'VII}' does he not dcal
.••.ith tht be,,", lit rt'liJ!iofi ~Hhl hi!'tor~' with the ~amf'

""upolu\I' ":irr with which, in hi, rralh- worlh-while,
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serious *uuie'. Iu- dc.ds with the faet~ of science ~ H~
could nrlt h0Pl' to J,!aill the re-pcct of scientific men were
be to trent "tt ,Quantum Th •.'t,';~a<. cavalierly as he does ,

,thl'''.hi.;,t1i:.\ Hi t1h.\ll~lzi,~·:,l thOllght. :\·!O~('I)\·C[•.~:J.!O l~r."R.
. sen...•· (If th~· rl"spfln~ihjli:y of a learned man to be tntrl-

lectualiv honesr and Il-,'t to take :lu\·ama;:. nl a deservedly
grr;:~ r~pflt:11 inn in OUt ,!irld to speak authoritanvely, rrt
without .adequarr- J kndwiecl-J:~ and without scil"J1ti(Jc .accu-
racy. in a ficld tll whieh equally I~:tr"cd; men have devoted
lifetirne-, oi rcsearcb P: . " :,}

In tid, 1>,,,,k I(,·rtrand Ku"ell 11:1; lailtd '~!! the three

duties 01 a scientist. (I) to know hi, !pets, ('2) to weigh
and consider all the filets and (J)to :rdrairi 'frnm mak-
ink statements unsupported by facts. That is whv I am
lUre that such a book as this will not enhance Lord
Russell'[ reputation. i On the oth'erlialid, ,it will, not
iniprobab1r, do re:¥ harm ~ hon.e~t folk ",hq'respect. both
learning and science, by disclosing to; them ,~ow dlsh.on-
estly a learned man and scientist may deal With a subject
in which hi. personal prejudices arc if\Volved; I

, . GI~LD B. pAlLAS.
" .

View #L,
(20) A review by Henry Hazlitt in The New York 1'imes (12/29/35):

Bertrand. Russell Challenges
The New Intolerance

·rlijJVc~I.:-Boijk'lnvests the Fu;,d"lIIclltal Conflicts 0/ Four
"C~flfuries 0/ Science "tId Religion With Fresh 'lnf~rest

BELlOION .I.ND SCIBNCE, BlIl
B"'tra"" R•••..n, 271 pp. Nevi
Fork: B",,'11 Boll" Co. $2.

BI/ HENRY H.l.ELlTT

IN.thiJ volume Mr. R~U i
tr&oes,.u many ~'Tite,.. bave
befo •..• him. Ihe long hlotory
of the oonfllcla of lId.nce u.d

rei1c1on over the lut "'00 years;
bul h. aucceeda In lnvuUnj: the
oubj<ct with & fruh Int ••..••t, H.
brt1na with the Copernican revo-
hJ.Uon. lell1n.c once more how,
GaI1Jeo wu forced b,. lb. dlurch I
to "~re, curse a.nd. detest" hll
rormerly u:preseect oplnlon that
the earth wu not the center at
the unJve.rae but re'\'OIved: • round
the a¥1.. He de:.I<:ri~ the long
oenbJr1~ dur1.nc """hlc:b. cornell:
'IrU'e f"ega.rded not &5 hea venJy ,
bodl.. mo~ In regul&r p&1ha I
but AI omeN! of d.1&uur. He tells
at the oppoatUon to the doctrtne
at eY'Otutlon-n~t in utronomy,!
lb.n In "..,I0rY &Ild. at Iut. In
biology,' , .H~ deact1bes the long
connectJon of oupentlll"n with
rnedi~e-t.be bellef, for example,
\hal lb. bodl •• of the lick &Ild In.
-. "t ere In!>&blt<<!by evll &plnla.
wI1Jcb coold be dz1ven oul only by
vIl. medlctn.., -tin&' or torture.
He devolea c:onaidera.ble apace to
lb. belief In wtlcbcratl. which
led, between th. yean 1450 and
1~. - to lb. pUlting to death,""",U,. by burning. of perllap. a
uundred thOUS&nd Witches in Oee-
man,. ~n.: h. UCI1~ thl.o perse-
cuUon In large put to the biblical
text, "Tbou ahall not autt~r a
Witch to Uve."

Mr. Ru.aell then tuma to aev-I
eraJ problema •••••1l1ch are ,Ull eJb-
j<cla of ""nlroveray-th ••..• 1&11aD
of the "8Qul" to the ""body," de-
lennlnlam and f....., W11~th. YlllId·
Ity at myaUdam, the exlatence at

. "03mnle p.1l"pO«," the ~l.aUon. of
•adenoe and dhlca. On the tirlt
probl~m.}(r, Ru.aeU-eoncludea lh&t
In the pruent .tate at psychology.
u.d pb)'a"'locY. belief In Im'mor-
ta.llty ca..nclaJm no .upport from
adena, and lhat web argument.
•.• are pouible on the 8Ubject
polnt to th~ probable extinction or j
pt.nonaUty at death. he re)ecta!
dllt.ermlnlam u an a.t.>lute meta-
-pl1~IC&1 doclrln •• but aecepla It u

a limited wOrld.nc hypotheaf.!l for
ecienoe.. He doeII not &gTee .with
Eddington that our dlac:overiu

. about the nature of the atom have
re-eltabU..hoed the exbt.ence ot
"'t_ will"either In man or In tho
urJvene U & wholt. He rejecla
the el.a.1.m3of the m,.aUca when

the)' -....ert that tb~ unJverae 13 an
lodJv1aIbl. unlty, thaI evn 1.0

'Uluaory, or lh&t Ume 11 unreal:
b. doea nol &'lmlt &Ily me!bod of
&lTI~ ,al tnlth except thai of
~ce, but oonoe<!e& thai In lb.
emoUoaa,J: realm the myYUeal ex-
perience may" have value. He re-
jeeu the belief of aueh' ~JenUili
and, phlloeopbers' u J. Arthur
Tboln8On. J. S. Haldane, Alex-
ander, Berga:>n and Uoyc1 Morgan
that the unJveree at ItoUt reveall
evidence of Q>amJc Purpose:

U tt Ia th. ~TpOa< of the
~ to evctve-mtnd, we miJit
regard Jt •• rather .Incompetent
In hAvtnr; prodUced 00 IIttl. In
web a' lonr time .••• :MAll, •.•
& qu1ouo accid.nt In a back-
·waler. Ia lntelllr;ibl., hla mix.
ture of virtue. and vteee 1.1such.
u m1r;ItI be expected te result
from a tortulloua origin. But
only abynnal IItltoCOmp1&ecney
can eel' In M&.n a reeecn which

. Omnlsctenee would conaldr-r ede-
quate a.s a motfve tor the Cre-
ator, '

On the re-1aUo" of setenee to
euitcs, Mr. Russell's reasonlng i.!

rather curtous. lie btgir..s by "ad-
ntllUng" that "sctence ha.s ncthlng
to say about 'values'." Science ls
based solely OD evidence; "values"
are dertved enth-ely from oeetree
and ernotfona, a.nd there can be no
a.rgulng LQout them. He then ar-
rtvea at illis renurltable eenciu-
slcn:

\\"h.iJe It fa true that ectence
cannot decide que.UoJU of \"&Jwe,
that iA: bceatae they cannot be
Intellectually decided at all, and
lie out.side the rr&lm of truth
and tal.M:hood. Y..-halever knowl-
edge ls attainable m\Ut be at-
l&1ne-d by scientific method!!;
and what science cannol dis.
cover, tna.nkJnd cannot know.

In lh1a puaag. Mr, Ru.uell In
efrect I~tliie.a "acience" With the
"-hole field of Xnowledge. TbJs can
be done only by robbing the word
ot mo.st ot tLs .~ial ua.e:tulne3.3
and me&ning. Betore th~ appear-
~ce of CaJilec, "aciener" •.•••••. e

Bertrand

RImel!.

FrotH Q

Dnllci,,,-,
h

F'rglldh"l

Ho/l",.

\

tiunlt ct it today hardly exteted,
yet pr1eat.a, atateamen, .oldlera,
courteaana, paJntera and cathedral

looUdera certatnly knew a gT"eat
I deaJ. even U their' knoWledge wee
not "ecrenttrtc." Science J.s stmply
knOWledge ot a ·partJcul&.r aort-
precree, tested. and eapable ot bee.
ing etaled in the form ot "tewa''
or broa.d generallutloll.8.

'lb. lzulb 1.0 thaI r;=.ral knowl.
edge. and even aclentine know).
~ge. have • fT'eat deal to aay
about "Valut!l," "'ValUetl" are n9t I
raw deaJrU" and merely wt.lncUve I·:~~~t:;ec':t~~la~~~n~~;!

:",e.lree In rel&'\.lon to the natural I
1 world and to other men. Even Mr.

IRu..a.seU', own aele<:te-d llluBtro.lIolU
·do not aupport hiI contention: "If
one ma.n aayw, 'Oyaters are good:
and another says. 'I think they arc

I bad.' ••••·e recognize that UH:le 1.5

\

nOlhing to argue about." But there
may boo.?: a great deal to argue
about. It you can pro ••'e .aclenUfi,
cally, or even lndtea.le a raJr prob.
ability, that oystera are either
hanutul or beneflcl3-1 to heallh~ you
will probably get one man to
f'hange his opinJon. Even hi". pre.
vious liking or dislike for the Mue
ta.sle of c)'steT'S will be &ltecle.c.l
by new knowle.dge ot their cOlUe-

· q.wencea, '

. ., I
The effect of knowledge (or

Ignorunce) and logie (or 1I10glc)
on persona) prererence Is much
gTeater lhan Mr. RWlBeU Implies. I'

And the ulttrnate desires of die-
Ierent men do not vary nearly
U widely trom each ether as he
appears to believe: Fascteta and
Communl:slJt di~r('e much more

'because or dltferences In political
and eccnomtc InterprelnUon than
because ot dltterenc-clI In their in-
nate emotional make-up. whtle It
seems improt.aLle that ethtcs will

'eve,' become an exact aclcnce.
I there Is no reason to leave It to in.
tetlectua! chaos, The problem Is
one, ae Mr, Ruasell has himself
recognized on a previous OCCB.'llon'j
ot most ef{("ctlvely T. econclling and
harmonlzing Conflicting dcatres,
boUl within the Individual and be-
tween the individual and society.
To \Iorhich It muat be added that the
lntellectual and emotional similari-
ties between men. and their or-
ganic socia! Interdependence, par.
ticularly In the intellectual anJ
emotionsl slJh~re.s. arc much I'
,reater than Mr, R~~lrs argu.
ment implil.!S. ,

Dut even on the polots on which I
one d(sa.gree.-and In a book or
thl. type there wlll necea.s.arlly be
nltlny-ttte d:acuulon i.! alway!

,acute and lIIumln&llng, :Mr. R~·

stH has endcavored to state 0ppO.1
inC" points ot vtew with falmc.'1.'l
His nnal animus, indeed. i.! not
ag ainat the "older rdigion." wbtch

bus ~COOl~ "purtrtcd nod In mall)

ways beneficial." but against tho
new intolerance:

The threat lb Intelll!!'ctual tree-
dc:'~ 1:'1 gTeater,ln our day than at
any time since 1660; bet It does
not now coree trom the Chr-Is-
tian cburcbee. It cotees Ieom

; g~vemmenla .••• It L. the clear
: duty ot men ot science, and ot

all who value sclentlflc knowj .
edge. to protest B.gaJrul lhe new
torma ot persecution ra!.ber than
to congratulate t.hemsely~ com-=--
placentty Upon .the decay of the
older fOfTWI, ••• No lik:ng tor
communJsm ahould mAke U.8un-
Willing to recognize' w hat 13
&.'71133In RU&la. or to rcattze
that a r~gime which &':10',10":'1 no
criticism ot It. dogma mU3t, In
the end. ~ome an obstacle to

, the d1JJcovery ot new krx)wledge
Nor, conversely, ahoulJ a dJ.!llll~
of communism or 8QclaJi!:Jl 1("L1d
WI .to condone the ba:t.arHi('.:'I
which ha .•.e been perr>etr:atetJ In
Suppreaalng them in Ger.nany.
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(21) Treasurer Dennis Uarland reports on the quarter ending 1~/31/~,

Bank balance on hand 1!:I/30/90)•.•.•....•....................•.... _2,454.59

Income, New members ............................• 356.00
Renewals ......•.•.•...••................ 126.00

total dues ......•482.00
Contributions ...........••.•..... '" .... 19.00
Archive contributions .•....•.••..•...... 145.00
Library sales & rentals .••..•........... ~.00
Misc. income .•.•..••..•......•......... .:..34.00

total income .....680.00 .•...•••.•..• +680.00
3,134.59

Expenditures. Intormation & Membership Committees ..l,Tl2.1<l6
Library expense ................•. ~ .•••.000.00
SUbscriptions to Russell 00I<l.00
Meetings .•. 'c" ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 500.00
Misc. I!:xpenses..............•.......••.. 19.06
Grants .•.•.•.•..••...•..••.•...•..••.. ~

2,291.12 •.•...-2,291.12

Bank balance on hand 112131/90) •...•...•.•..•.•..•.•.•..•..•.•..•.• 843.47

(22) Treasurer Dennis Darland reports on the year ending 12/31/90:

Bank balance on hand (12/31/89) 3,896.34

Income, New members 1,37!>.55
Henewals ......•....................... 6,370. 54

total dues 7,74b.09
Contributions 1,067.00
Archive contributions 276.00
Library sales & rentals 306.00
Misc. income 194.2?

total income 9,589.34 9,5B9.34
13,485.68

Expenditures, lntormation & Membership Committees ..6,rJ3.02
Library expense 470.50
SUbscriptions to Ruese.lI, .•••..•••... 3,012.00
Meetings 800.11
Misc. Expenses 26. 58
Grants 1,!>OO.00

12,642.21 .....-12,642.21

Bank balance on hand (12/31/90) 843.47

eas l:UR'l'HDAY

(23) May 18th is the b~rthday ot our Lord. Lord Russell was born 119 years ago. He lett us a legacy ot insights
and great ideas -- which enlighten and inspire. And a sterling example ot moral courage. Allot which deservesto be celebrated.

• One way to celebrate is to get together with other nearby BRS members and arrange tor a b~rthday dinner-
at a restaurant or at somebody's house -- With, it possible, a birthday cake and candles, and -_ ot course
a toast to the memory ot our Lord.

We suggest that you plan ahead. Start making your arrangements/reservations now.
And atter the celebration, please tell us all about it.



Page 14 Russell Society News, No. 69

CHURCH MA'l"l'~HS

I'rom The New York 1'imes (12/5~I,p.C19:

(24)

I'ebruary 1':191

Cardinal and Doubleday Are at Odds Over a Book
By ROGER COHEN

A dispute has erupted between
Doubleday and John Cardinal O'Con-
nor, the Archbishop of New York,
over the Cardinal's assertion that the
publishing house is acting as a "pur-
veyor of hatred and scandal and mal-
Ice and libel and calumny" by pub-
lishing a book by a prominent Ger-
man theologian.

The book, "Eunuchs for the KIng-
dom of Heaven" by Dr. Uta Ranke-
Heinemann, was published In the
United States last month. The eu-
nuchs In the titie refer to a verse In
the Gospel of St Matthew: "There
are eunuchs born so from their moth-
er's womb, there are eunuchs made
so by human agency and there are
eunuchs who have made themselves
so for the sake of the kingdom of
Heaven."

The book, a best seller In Germany
and Italy this year, accuses the Ro-
man Catholic Church of degrading
women and undermining the sexual-
Ity of believers. Dr. Ranke-Heine-
mann Is the professor of the history of
religion at Essen University In Ger-
many.

"We are distressed and deeply dis-
appointed," said BlII Barry, the depu-
ty publisher of Doubleday. "We have
never before suffered an attack like
Cardinal O'Connor's in more than 30
years of publishing religious books."

Upon receiving a copy of the book
from Doubleday late last month, Car-
dinal O'Connor reacted with unusual
vehemence. In a column entitled "A

J>eed of Hatred" in the weekly publi-
cation Catholic New York, he de-
scribed Doubleday's request for com-
ment on the book as "utterly prepos-
terous" and accused the publishing
house of "Cathohe-bashing."
Dust Cover Is Too Much

In the column, Cardinal O'Connor
said he had read only the dust jacket
of the book and did not intend to read
more. He said he was "not suggesting

~y/Ulrkh B•• lt Doubleday The Nt'w York Times

Dr. Uta Ranke-Heinemann, author of "Eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven," published by Doubleday. The
book, which accuses the Roman Ca_~o~c _Church of degrading women, has angered John Cardinal O'Connor.

censorship for a moment" and did not
explicitly call for a boycott of tbe
book.

"I am suggesting," the Cardinal
wrote, "that It Is time we stopped
buying the line of purveyors of hatred
and scandal and malice and libel and
calumny. It's time we tell them we
are sick of their perversions." He
added that offenders, including Doub-
leday, should grow up because "we
are not impressed by their prestige."

The dust jacket says that "Dr. Ran-
ke-Heinemann proves that for most
of Its 20 centuries the Catholic Church,
(as the principal voice and institu-
tional focus of worldwide Christen-
dom) has been cruelly mampulattng
and mutilating the sexuality of believ-
ers." It adds that "the Church has
denigrated sex, degraded women and
championed a perverse ideal of celi-
bacy."

The Cardinal declined to be inter-
Viewed, but his spokesman, Joseph

Continued From Page CJ9

famed by Cardinal O'Connor." He
described the book as a scholarly
work. "It is not antl-Catholic," he
said. "It is a highly critical book from
the loyal opposition." Dr. Ranke-
Heinemann Is a Catholic.

Mr. Cahill said he had sent copies
of the book to prominent bishops
throughout the country and received
cordial replies from several of them
Including Bishop Thomas Grady oi
Orlando, Fla., and Bishop Joseph L.
Imesch, who is one of several church-
men drafting a pastoral letter on
women,

Doubleday is a prominent publish-
er of religious books, bringing out
about 25 titles a year. It also publish-
es about 300 general-Interest books.
Doubleday is part of the Bantam
Doubleday Dell group, which is
owned by the German media giant
Bertelsmann A.G ..
Author Backs Dust Jacket

Dr. Ranke-Heinemann described
the dust jacket, which was written by
the book's translator, Peter Heinegg,

Zwilling, said he thought Doubleday
was seeking publicity.

In a telephone interview, Dr. Ran-
ke-Heinemann, who Is the daughter of
the former West German President,
Gustav Heinemann, said she objected
to the Cardinal's use of the word
hatred because "there is nothing of
hatred in my book." She added that it
was wrillen because she was tired of
the "hatr-sphtung nonsense of the
white bachelors of the church who
are defining sexual intercourse."

"Why not leave it to people how to
live their sexuality?" she added.

Her book has sold more than
300,000 copies In hard cover since It
was published In Germany in October
1988. It was the best-seiling nonfiction
work In Germany last year and was
on the best-seller list for 20 months.
In Italy, the book went to NO.1 on the
nonfiction list this year. Also pub-
lished in Britain, the Netherlands and
France, th~ book had not prevlouslv

as generally accurate. She said she
was parucularly disturbed by church
rulings against contraception, which
mean that even AIDS-infected people
are not allowed to use condoms.
"That amounts to saying that it is
better to infect your wife than use a
condom," she said. "1 cannot agree
with that" '

She also said that Pope John Paul
11was, in her View, "to be blamed for
many abortions" because of the
church ban on most means of contra-
ception. "Some Catholic women feel
It Is better to be condemned from
time to lime with an abortion than
everyday with contraception," she
suggested.

, During the 1970's, she became the
first woman to receive a chair in
theology at a German university. She
lost her position In a dispute over her
Interpretation of the virgin birth alter
she declared that Joseph was, biologi-
cally speaking, the father of Jesus.
"The biological semen was Joseph's,
but the theological semen was the
Holy Spirit's," she said.

The book was published in Germa-
ny by Hollmann & Campe. Rights
were sold to Doubleday for $28,000.

been attacked by a proml~erit
churchman.
'A Larger Quesllon'

Mr. Zwilling, the spokesman for the
archdiocese, said the Cardinal's .at-
tack on Doubleday came because the
book's publication was "illustrative
of a larger question of church-bash-
ing."

"There Is more of it now," he said,
"more and more attacks from many
places In the media. The church Is an
open target" As an example, he men-
tioned "the frequent frivolous use of
priests and religious women In adver-
tisements."

But he and Cardinal O'Connor iden-
tlfied 'only Doubleday by name.

Thomas Cahill, the director of reli-
gious publishing at Doubleday, said
that he and several other editors
were Catha ltc, and "we alt fel>! de-

Continued on Page C25
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E'rom Nature (LI1.:l/~b). 'l'llank you, J:>AUL GAAWIG.

(25) Whitehead revealed
George Gale

Alfred North Whitehead: The Man and
His Work. Vol. 1 1861-1910. By Victor
Lowe. Johns Hopkins University Press:
/985. Pp.35/. 527.50,£26.40.
Science and the Modern World. Bv Alfred
North Whitehead. Introduction by
Robert M. Young. Free Association Books,
26 Freegrove Road, London N7 9RQ,
UK: /985. Pp.265. Hbklll.95;pbk£4.95.

SOMEworks become classics of their type.
Such would seem to be the destiny of the
first volume of Victor Lowe's superb
Alfred North Whitehead: The Man and His
Work. Certainlv, Whitehead deserves a
biography. His work as a mathematician,
and as partner to Bertrand Russell in
creating that original of modern mathe-
matical logic. Principia Mathematica, is
justification enough. But when one adds
to this Whitehead's later achievements
following his call in 1924 to a chair in the
philosophy department of Harvard Uni-
versity, a biography is not just warranted,
it is demanded.

Unfortunately, Whitehead himself de-
sired that no such account of his life should
be given. He systematically destroyed, or
had destroyed, nearly all written traces of
his personal life. including letters to and

,from his wife and family. Moreover, he
kept no journal. believing his personal life
was not a fitting subject for such a record.
Finally. unlike the typical scholar. he had
destroyed all of his unpublished manu-
scripts. drafts and various manuscript edi-
tions of his published works. Thus. he
reasoned. there would be no Nachlass for
younger scholars to waste their time sear-
ching in attempts to chronicle his intellec-
tual development. Lowe puts all of this
down to Whitehead's personal reserve:
"He held an almost fanatical belief in
the right to privacy. and thought that the
only subject of rightful public interest
in him was the work he had published"
(p.7).

Given this state of affairs. it is clear that
Lowe had his work cut out. Yet his 20-
year-long struggle to tease out informa-
tion from impoverished sources has been
well worthwhile. All of the essential inzre-
dients of successful biography are here.
Whitehead's childhood, days at school.
time at Cambridge as student and fellow.
marriage to Evelyn Wade in 1890. and,
finally. his relationship with Russell (first
as teacher. then as colleague in the found-
ing of symbolic logic and foundations of
mathematics) are each carefullv laid out in
all the detail that could possiblv be given.
Even when details are rnissina and Lowe
must make an inference to fil1in the gap,
he advises us. often most lliffillentlv. of
the fact. and then goes on with no hesita-

tion to reach a conclusion as required.
One of the more delicate of these situa-

tions concerns the beginning phases of the
cooperation with Russell in 1900. Russell
was apparently deeply smitten with
Evelyn, and went so far as to surrepti-
tiously support the Whitehead family to
the tune of a large sum of money. Was
Russell's love ever consummated? Precise
details of course are lacking. yet the sa-
lient question refuses to go away. Here
Lowe marshalls his evidence. warns us,
and makes the inference to an answer
(p.248).

One major difficulty in understanding
Whitehead, especially for Americans, is
lack of familiarity with the English
middle-class educational culture during
late Victorian Urnes. Lowe does a fine job
in laying out the entire context of public
schools and Oxbridge as they existed dur-
ing Whitehead's era. Indeed. whether or
not interest in Whitehead alone could car-
ry this book, Lowe's account of the educa-
tional experience would deserve our
attention,

Some interesting biographical points
come to light. For example, Whitehead
was a supreme team player, especially at
rugby. His school's journal, the Shirbur-
nian Magazine. called him "the best for-
ward the School has ever had" (p.56).
Lowe finds the roots of some of White-
head's later philosophical attitudes in
these experiences on the playing field.
Another rich account involves the Cam-
bridge Conversazione Society. that select,
secret discussion group more commonly
known as "the Apostles". Lowe provides
us with a full chapter on this subject. prob-
ably about as much as could be asked for
regarding a secret society! Several roots of
Whitehead's later philosophy are to be
found in his Apostolic comradeship: years
spent in intense discussion with the ebul-
lient McTaggert certainly are sufficient to
account for Whitehead's later affection
for idealism of the Hegelian systematic
sort.

Other Apostolic tenets perhaps account
for one of the severest problems that inter-
preters of Whitehead must face, namely,
attempting to make consistent the think-
ing of Whitehead the English rnathernati-
ciari'with Whitehead the American philo-
sopher. Lowe himself eschews the pro-
ject. During his exquisitely detailed analv-
sis of the cooperative writing of Principia,
he cautions us so:
But I shall not here make comparisonswith the
views to be found in what he published alter he
came to Harvard in 192~as Professor of Phi.
losophy. and must warn philosophers whose
primary knowledge is of the later work that this
is a very risky business Ip.2761.

Riskv indeed. since in many ways the
earlier 'Whitehead is manifestiv inconsis-
tent with the later. A possible explanation
for this lies ill the tradition o! ab-olute
:andour imposed by thc Apostles rpon

February 1~91

themselves. As Sidgewick , a fellow Apos-
tie. has noted. "No consistency was de-
manded with opinions previously held -
truth as wc saw it then and there was what
we had to embrace and maintain", This
attitude went deep into Whitehead's
methods. Professional philosophers.
Lowe observes,
like other scholars, show much concern about
consistency with at least their own previous
opinion. Whitehead did not. He wrote to
formulate the truth as he saw it then and there,
on the particular subject-of his inquiry Ip.1151.

Evidence of this trait is not hard to find.
Whitehead's most accessible, not to men-
tion successful. philosophical treatise is
his Science and the Modern World of 1926,
which, after a ten-year hiatus. has just
re-appeared in print. in an attractive edi-
tion from Free Association Books. From
within the framework of a masterly histor-
ical account of the orizin. rise and ultimate
triumph of the modern scientific world-
view, Whitehead deploys a contrary
world-view, organic rather than material.
concrete rather than abstract. dynamic ,
rather than static. and laden with human
values rather than free of them. Yet what
is peculiar is that the most enduring aspect
of this work. its superb and still-valuable
critique of positivism. founds itself upon a
philosophical view totally at odds with the
position underlying Principia.

In Principia, the underlying metaphys-
ical scheme is one of unconnected indi-
viduals, an atomistic pluralism. In har-
mony with this. the connecting relations
between propositions in the axiomatic
scheme consist of the weakest possible
sort of imp Iicalion. the so-called "material
(or Russellian) implication", which ab-
stracts completely from the meanings of
the propositions, and attends ""only to
their being either true or false" (p.266).

As Lowe notes, in reference to logical
atomism, "Whitehead in his mature phi-
losophy rejected this doctrine" (p264).
Indeed. in Science and the Modern World
Whitehead's entire critique of positivism
results from his vehement attack upon
Hurnes philosophy. a philosophy whose
notion of particular individuals and their
causality are so thoroughly and well
modelled by the metaphysics and logic of
Principia.

Explanation of how this startling philo-
sophical shift came about must await
Lowe's second volume, which will begin
just before Whitehead's move to Amer-
ica. Since this first volume will have so
satisfied students of mathematics, loaic,
philosophy, and. indeed everyone else
who has an interest in the culture of the
modern world, we will all await with anti-
cipation Lowe's account of Whitehead's
transformation from English mathemati-
cian to American ph.losophcr. 0

George (;alt is Protr : .n, in T,'!,- Department 0/
Philosnnhv, Unr-crs, I)~ \!. wsuri. Kansas
Cuv .. ~tllS,,"ri64/ /0, (l.IA.
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(26) Your l~tters, questions, and suggestions are always welcome. II there's something on your mind, tell us about
it. Thanks to STEPHEN F~Y for reminding us to remind you about this.

OPPON~NTS

(27) CCNY 1940. 7'he Bertrand Russell Case by THOH WEIDLICH, from Free Inqtury (Winter 1990/91), pp. 18-20:

The Bertrand Russell Case

Thom Weidlich

We shouldn't let 1990 pass without
noting that it marks the fiftieth

anniversary of the bizarre incident in
which Bertrand Russell, one of the
century's great humanists, was prevented
from teaching at the College of the City
of New York.

The episode is important to secular
humanists for several reasons. It raised
issues of free speech, academic freedom,
and church/ state separation. Russell
came under fire for his controversial
social writings, which sought to replace
a religion-based ethos with a rational,
humanistic one. Seen from the greatest
distance, then, the Bertrand Russell/ City
College case was a clash between
twentieth-century secularism and that
old-time religion.

And the story resonates for those
following today's controversy involving
the National Endowment for the Arts.
Russell's foes claimed that they had no
desire to prevent him from expressing
his "abhorrent ideas," but, as taxpayers,
they did not want to pay for his privilege
to do so: City College was, and is, a
public institution. Russell's predicament
fifty years ago is a reminder of the folly
of condemning those whose ideas are
before their time. Today it's Robert
Mapplethorpe's homoerotic photo-
graphs; fifty years ago it was Russell's
defense of masturbation.

But how did it happen? How was
Russell turned away from the college's
Gothic gates?

When Russell's appointment
became public in late February

1940, Bishop William T. Manning,
overseer of the city's Episcopal church,
sent a letter of protest to the New York
newspapers. "What is to be said," the

Thorn Weidlich is writing a book on the
Bertrand Russell/City College case.
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bishop wrote, "of colleges and universi-
ties which hold up before our youth as
a reputable teacher of philosophy, and
as an example of light and leading, a
man who is a recognized propagandist
against both religion and morality, and
who specifically defends adultery?"

Bishop Manning's protest struck a
chord with religious and conservative
groups. They bristled at Russell's
religious skepticism, at his writings on
marriage and sexuality, and at his two
divorces. They demanded that the Board
of Higher Education, which had made
the appointment, reverse its decision.

Many were chagrined that a foreigner
was designated when qualified Ameri-
cans were available: Russell was labeled
"that alien professor. " He was also called
"an avowed Communist," which, as one
of the Left's earliest critics of Soviet
Russia, he certainly was not.

The city's Democratic politicians
seized upon the selection of such a
depraved individual by La Guardia's
handpicked Board of Higher Education
to embarrass their nemesis, the mayor.
La Guardia's reform movement had been
eroding their power. The Tammany-
dominated City Council passed a reso-
lution urging the Board to oust Russell .
and to find "some professor whose
teachings would be more attuned to the
wilt and the moral code of the citizens
of New York City."

It was generally assumed that the
mayor favored the choice. But La
Guardia wasn't talking-in public at
least. Privately he expressed his view that
the brewing controversy meant trouble.

Russell's foes were certain that he
would be unable to refrain from uttering
his opinions on sex and marriage in even
the most antiseptic of logic classes. (The
three courses he was to teach at City
College concerned the foundations of
mathematics; the relation of logic to
science, mathematics, and philosophy;
and the reciprocal influence of meta-

physics and scientific theories. Not
exactly the stuff of erotica.) "His warped
and immoral views necessarily will be
reflected in his teachings, "wrote the head
of the city's Knights of Columbus.

Those who supported the appoint-
ment at first viewed the opposition

as the grumblings of a few reactionary
malcontents-the noise would soon
subside. But as the protest continued tc
mount, those of a more liberal view
realized that these meddlers posed a real
threat. So they too sprang into action.

They were academics, freelance
intellectuals, and civil libertarians, and
they raised the banner of academic
freedom. The American Civil Liberties
Union, the American Association of
University Professors, and the Commit-
tee for Cultural Freedom-the latter
formed by Sidney Hook less than a year
before to repel just these sorts of
attacks-urged the Board of Higher
Education to stand its ground. Chief
among Russell's supporters were the City
College students themselves, who viewed
ihe attack on the appointment as an
affront to their school's good name.
Throughout the episode they held rallies
in the college's Great Hall.

Russell himself had refused to answer
Bishop Manning's charges.

"Anyone who decides in youth both to
think and speak honestly," he said,
"regardless of hostility and misinterpre-
tation, expects such attacks and soon
learns to ignore them." But soon even
Russell, who was then teaching in Los
Angeles, would be unable to ignore the
clamor rising three thousand miles away.

Yet despite the protest, the Board of
Higher Education refused, by a vote of
II to 7, to reconsider its selection. The
conflict, however did not end; it simply
moved to a new stage. Mrs. Jean Kay,
a Brooklyn housewife, brought a tax-
payer's suit to have the court force the
Board of Higher Education to rescind
the appointment. Mrs. Kay's petition
named two grounds for her action: first,
that Russell wasn't an American citizen;
and, second, that he was of a character
unsuitable for a teacher.

Mrs. Kay's lawyer, Joseph Goldstein,
charged in an affidavit that Russell had
"exhibited practically all his life marked

FREE INQUIRY
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eccentricities and mental quirks, and his
conduct throughout his life has been
queer and unusual'." Not only was
Russell "a person entirely bereft of moral
fibre," he was also "lecherous, salacious,
libidinous, lustful, venerous, erotoma-
niac, aphrodisiac, atheistic, irreverent,
narrow minded, bigoted, and untruth-
ful." Finally, he was not a philosopher
at all, but "a sophist. "

The case for the Board was handled
by the city's legal agency, the corporation
counsel, which filed a counter-petition
to drop the suit. At the hearing on this
motion before Justice John E. McGee-
han, the assistant corporation counsel,
Nicholas Bucci, argued that Mrs. Kay
had insufficient cause for her suit. But
Bucci only discussed the citizenship
issue, because he saw it as the only
question of law-Russell's character was
irrelevant. This omission would prove to
be a tactical mistake.

The opposition to Russell found
backing on the citizenship question in
a New York State law that required all
teachers to be American. Bucci argued
that this pertained only to primary and
secondary teachers, and with the city's
public colleges teeming with foreign
professors, particularly those who had
fled Hitler, he had some evidence.

After Bucci presented his side, there
followed what the Harvard Law Review
was to call the "singular procedure
whereby" this matter was decided.
Justice McGeehan announced that he
was reserving decision on the Board's
request to drop the suit, and ordered
Joseph Goldstein and his co-counsel,
former U.S. Congressman William
Bennet, to present their evidence, as if
for a trial. But the hearing was called
to decide on the board's counter-motion.
Even Bennet pointed out the irregularity.
But Justice McGeehan insisted.

So, Mrs. Kay's attorneys made their
case, and in doing so raised a third reason
for Russell's ouster that wasn't in the
original petition: Bertrand Russell, quite
possibly the greatest living philosopher,
had not been administered a civil service
examination! Bennet and Goldstein
argued that teachers in public colleges
were civil servants, and that the New
York State constitution required civil
service positions to be awarded on the
basis of exams. Although it seemed an

Winter 1990/91

Russell Society News, No. 69

Punch AI_Quine

absurd claim, the New York TImes
reported that it jeopardized the jobs of
every one of the city's 3,300 public-
college teachers-none had been sub-
jected to such exams.

As Justice McGeehan adjourned the
court, Bucci reminded him that he still
had pending his motion to dismiss Mrs.
Kay's suit.

On March 30, three days after the
hearing before Justice McGeehan,

those who had been awaiting a ruling
on the Board's counter-petition received
quite a surprise. The judge had found
against Bucci's request-because he had
argued only one of the three points raised
by Mrs. Kay-and then gone ahead and
ruled on the original petition, without
allowing the Board an opportunity to
answer the other charges. And McGee-
han, finding in Mrs. Kay's favor, ordered
the Board of Higher Education to revoke
Russell's appointment.

In his decision, Justice McGeehan.
scoffed at the notion that this case was
about academic freedom, which he
defined as "the freedom to do good and
not to teach evil." In selecting Russell,
he said, the Board of Higher Education
was not bringing a great intellectual to
the students, was not boosting the
prestige of City College, but merely
creating "a chair of indecency."

McGeehan was a Roman Catholic
and a Bronx Democrat who proudly
called himself "an organization judge."
It seemed that he was not loath to break

February 1991

procedural regulations to support his
judicial activism. Several commentators
pointed out the superhuman speed at
which his lengthy decision was writlen-
that is, if it was composed in the three-
day interval between the hearing and the
day it was released. Some suggested it
was written before the hearing even
began.

The City College students demon-
strated their anger at McGeehan's

verdict by packing into the Great Hall
for yet another raUy. Afterward a five-
member contingent traveled down to
City HaU to protest to the mayor. While
there, some newspapermen caUed the
students into the pressroom, and told
them something that took them com-
pletely by surprise: Fiorello La Guardia,
that fighter for right and reform, had
slashed from his budget the appropri-
ation for Russell's salary.

La Guardia claimed his cowardly act
was in keeping with his Depression-era
policy of eliminating vacant positions.
But it was plain that what the mayor
was reaUy eliminating was a political
headache. Nineteen-forty was an election
year, and the Little Flower had national-
office aspirations, possibly for vice
president. At the very least, he would
be running for re-election in 1941.
Evidently he felt that the uncertainty
swirling around Justice McGeehan's
decision left him vulnerable.

It was unclear whether La Guardia's
action was legal. His budget needed to
be confirmed by the Board of Estimate,
and even if it was confirmed, the Board
of Higher Education could find money
elsewhere to pay Russell's salary. In a
month's time, the Board of Estimate
would close this loophole by making as
part of the conditions of the city's budget
that "[n]o funds herein appropriated
shall be used for the employment of
Bertrand Russell."

La Guardia's and the Board of
Estimate's actions turned out to be
unnecessary. Justice McGeehan's deci-
sion had done the trick, although
officially the fight continued through the
appeals process. McGeehan continued to
make sure the issues were not given a
fair hearing. When the corporation
counsel refused to appeal the case,
following La Guardia's orders, the Board

19
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of Higher Education hired its own
lawyers. But Justice McGeehan declared
that only the corporation counsel could
represent the Board. This decision was
affirmed by the higher courts.

Russell obtained a lawyer to have him
made a party to the proceedings. But
Justice McGeehan decided that Russell
had no legal status in the case: Mrs. Kay
had brought her suit against the Board
of Higher Education and could not be
forced to face him in court. This decision
too was affirmed by the higher courts.

That Russell was found to have no
say in the matter was ironic in light of
Mrs: Kay's professed interest in the case.
She had brought the suit, she had
explained, for fear that her college-
bound daughter might one day come

Russell Society News, No. 69

under the evil professor's spell. Yet this
was impossible: At that time, liberal arts
courses in City College's day session,
where Russell was to teach, were open
only to men.

Autumn came and the Board of
Higher Education resolved to carry

on the fight. Then in October, Albert
C. Barnes, the eccentric art collector,
engaged Russell as an instructor at his
foundation in Merion, Pennsylvania.
The contract was for five years and
would commence January I, 1941-the
day Russell was to have begun teaching
at City College.

And such was the anticlimactic ending
of the Bertrand Russell/ City College
case. On October 21, eight months after

f'ebruary 1~~1

.Russell had been appointed, the Board
of Higher Education voted in favor of
dropping the litigation. On that occa-
sion, one board member wrote to his
friend, Mayor La Guardia: "Thus ends,
I hope for all time, this melancholy
incident. I trust that its end will also serve
to wash out the bad feeling that it has
brought between so many good people. M

Russell himself did not quench his
bitterness over the case. On the title page
of the British edition of An Inquiry Into
Meaning and Truth. his 1940 return to
technical philosophy (which he had been
completing during the New York con-
troversy), he included at the end of his
list of attainments: "Judicially pro-
nounced unworthy to be Professor of
Philosophy at the College of the City
of New York (1940). M •

(28) We welcome these new members.

NEW MEMBERS

HR. GHULAH SEDIQ AASEFI P.O.BOX 161/WILBERFORCE/OH/45384
HR. LAWRENCE DOW lPO BOX 46 WEST FARMS STATION/BRONX/NY/10460-00461
MS. ZOE FURNISH 15215 S.R. 138/HILLSBOROIOH/451331 I
MS. MONICA F. GIGANTI IP.O.BOX 2791, MT HOLYOKE COLI SOUTH HADLEY/HA/010751 I
HR. MARSHALL A. GORDON nun BOX 113/WESTHORELAND/NH/0346"11 I
HR. ZLATKO B. KOVACH 11~30 30TH ST., NW IWASHINGTON IDCI20007 I I
MS. MILLIE PRIEBf: 12716 SW CUS'fER '3/POR'l'LAND/OR/~72191 I
MH. HAR'l'INJ. SH.l'1'HI2I16WILSHIRE DRIVE ISAL'l'LAKE CI'rY/U'f/84109
HR. PAUL STROM IP.O. BOX 91411/PORTLAND/OR/972~11 I
MH. LEWIS A. VAUGHN 11501 LAKEVIEW DRIVf:/GEHHANSVILLE/PA/180531
HR. WAL'1'ERWEND 113 OAKLAND HILLS ROAD IROTUNDA WEST/FL/33~471 I

NEW ADDRESSES

DR. IRVING H. ANELLIS lBOX 1036, WELCH AV. STATION/AHES/IA/50010 10361 I
PROF. DONG-IN BAE ISOCLOLOGY/KANGWON NAT'L U./CHUNCHONI lREPUB. OF KOREA/200-701
HR. CHARLES E. CARLINI 11041 WASHINGTON AVE. "~/MlAHI BEACH/FL/331391
MS. JAN LOEB COLETTS 11664 PLEASANT VIEW ROAD/COOPERSBURG/PA/180361 I
HR. SAM DLBBLE, JR. lBOX 75/GAUSE/TXITl857-0~"'51 I
MS. PEGGY DOYLE lBOX 310/KAYCEE/WY/826391 I
MS. BEVERLY EARLES 11821 VIRGINIA DRIVE/HANHATTAN/KS/665021 I
D~. WILLlAH HARE IEDUCATION/DALHOUSIE U./HALIFAX, N.S.I ICANADA/B3H 3J5
HR. DONALD W. JACKANICZ 13802 N. KENNETH AVE./CHICAGO/IL/606411 I
HR. DAVID KLAPHOLZ 1161 BROWN ST. APT. 2/WALTHAH/HA/021541 I
HR. JAMES E. MCWILLIAMS IRT. 2, BOX 4906/EAGLE PASS/'fX1788521
MS. SYDNEY MCWILLIAMS IRT. 2, BOX 4906/EAGLE PASS/TXI788521 I
DR. RICHARD MONNIER IP.O. BOX 226/BROOKLlNE/HA/021461 I
HR. GLENN R. HOYER 140 S. 13TH ST./ALLEN'fOWN/PA/181021 I
MS. SANDI A. MOygR 140 ti. 13TH ST./ALLENTOWN/PA/1~1021 I
MS. SUZANNE W. SABATH 13331 SAINT LOUIS AVE./HLNNEAPOLIS/HN/5~416-43941 I
HR. PAUL SAKA IL1NUUISTICS DEPr/DWINELLE/U/CAL./Bf:RKELEY/CA/947201 I
HR. JOHN EDWIN SHOSKY 16909 QUANDER ROAlJ/AJ...f;XANDRlA/VA/223071I
DR. ~NRY VAN DYKf; 11112 W.BEACON RO. (.101)/LAKELAND/FL/338031
HR. RICHARD B. WLLK 14~ CHISWICK WAY/CAHBRIA/CA/934281 I

(29)
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HOOK HtlVIEW

(30) Bertrand Russell, A Pol~t~cal Life, by Alan-Ryan, reviewed by Andrew Whitehead, in New Humanist, Quarterly
Journal ot th~ Rationalist Press Association [Britainj, August 1990, p. 24. With thanks to WARREN ~ SMITH.

Political Russell

cy. Ryan describes him as a 'liberal socialist": the term liber
larian socialist might be more apt.
Russell had a healthy disrespect for
the conventions of society. (
Allhough awarded Ihe Order of
Merit and the Nobel Prize, he
remarked: ") have always held that
no one can be respectable without
being wicked, bUI so blunted was
my moral sense that I could
not see in what way I had
sinned." His bursts of
political activity were
short, but intense - in the
No Conscription Fellow-
ship during the First
World War. and in the
anti-bomb and Vietnam
olidarity campaigns of
the late fifties and six'
lies. He was not a good
party politician. being
suspicious of the whole
business. "Certainly,
he thought thai parl-
iamentary democracy
was generally a sham.
" Ryan says, "but he had no
great enthusiasm tor the pol itics
of insurgency." He had nothing
hut contempt for Soviet com-
munism, having witnessed al first
hand in 1920 how little the reality
corresponded to the theory. Forty
years later in his C. N. D. days,
when challenged about his apparent
antipathy to communists. he said
they should choose between work-
ing for peace and working for Russia

Bertrand Russell: A Political Life by Alan Ryan (Penguin,
£5.99)

INCONSISTENCY CAN, perhaps, be excused in a life as long
as Bertrand Russell's. It is disconcerting, though, 10 discover
thai just a few years before Russell championed direct action
against the British bomb, he was willing to contemplate an
American nuclear war on the Soviet Union, even though he
acknowledged it would kill five-hundred-million people and set
back European civilisation by five hundred years.

Alan Ryan's political biography - first published in 1988
and now in paperback - is admiring, bUI not reverential. It does
not try to excuse or explain away the bizarre and incoherent
in Russell's prodigious writings and activity. He admits thai
many of Russell's books have not weathered well, but argues
thai parts of his work deserve 10 be read by those who have
grown up in the twenty years since Russell's death. "Russell
always touched a particular chord with the young," Ryan writes,
"just as he always irritated the middle-aged."

Bertrand Russell is, in a sense, a bridge between Victorian
high radicalism and modern socialism. He was horn during
Gladstone's first term in Number Ten, and died in the year that
Neil Kinnock entered Parliament. His first hook, on German
Social Demo<:racy. appeared before the British Labour Party
was established. More than seventy years later, he was
custigating lJ Labour government about War Crimes in Viet-
nam. Lord John Russell was his grandfather. J. S. Mill a god-
father. and Elizabeth Garret Anderson attended the birth, so
Russell could hardly have been anything but an advanced radical.
Here lay the roots of his rationalism and quasi-Ulilitarianism.
his advocacy of birth control, and his antipathy to the stale, as
well as a pugnacious contempt for organised religion.

Alan Ryan portrays Russell as "one of the last great radicals".
A Ihel~le of this engaging and ace- essible biography is the way
rn which Russell adapted 10 the decline of radicalism as an
organised force.

He became a socialist. hUI with an evident tension between the
desire for individual freedom and the need tor social ctficicn-

It is difficult not 10
admire Russell, bUI 1I0t
easy to identify any
enduring political legacy.
He deserves a place in the radical and rationalist pantheon. It
is a lillie difficult. though. to imagine a sixteen-yearohj rodav
reacting as Alan Ryan did on his firs: encounter with Russell
and Mill ill 1956. He recalls coming "as close as I expect 10
come 10 the experience of religious conversion". For all A Ian
Ryan's eloquence, Russell is from another era. He's been well-
served by his biographer, hUI hi, fillips and polemics were
period pieces ..

BRB AWARlJ NOHINA'l'LONSWAN'l'ED

(31) Please submit names ot people you think should be considered tor the 1991 ~RB Award. When you submit a name,
also provide suppporting eVidence which shows Why you think your candidate qualities tor the Award.

Your candidate should meet one or more ot the following requirements: (1) worked closely with BR in an
important way, (like Joseph Rotblat); or (2) made an important contribution to Russell scholarship (like Paul
Arthur Schilpp); or (3) acted in support ot an idea or cause that R championed (like Henry Kendall); or
promoted awareness ot R or R's work (like Steve Allen); or 5) exhibited qualities of Character, such as moralcourage, reminiscent ot R.

Please send your candidate(s) to Clare Halloran, 71-21 6~th Street, Glendale, NY 11385 (718-366-83S0). She
chairs the BRB Award Committee . Please send it without delay, to give the Committee sutticient time.
We want your input I
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19!H KARLI' RENEWALHONORROLL

(32) BRS members continue to set records. 149 members renewed before January 1st in 1989, 191 did so in 1990, and
20"1 did it this year. We are IIOst gratetul to all 207 members tor their splendid cooperation in malting the
renewal process go more easily. Here they are,

HR. BECKRYABDEL-HAGID, MS. AURORAALMEIDA, HR. J. M. ALTIERI, HR. ROBER'l'AMOS, VR. JEAN ANVERSON,MH. STEt'AN
ANDERSSON, DR. I.\{VING H. ANELLIS, HR. JAY ARAGONA, DR. RUBENARDlLA, HR. J. WARHENARRINGTON,DR. GEOI<GE
AUS'l'IN, PROF. DONG-IN BAE, HR. ADAMPAUL BANNER, MS. HAMATABARUA, VR. WALTERiiAUHGAR'l'NEI<,MS. VIVIAN B.
I<UBEL, MS. JACQUELINEBER'l'HON-PAYON,DR. ~'RANKBISK, VR. HOWARDA. I:lLAlR, MS. VEBORAHBOHNERT,MS. I:lBVERLI'
BOLING, HR. MICHAELEHHE'l'BRADY, HR. DAVID BRANDT-ERICHSEN,MRS. DEIRDREM. BRETON,HR. JOSEPHBROGNA,HR.
SHAUNBUHLER, MS. EVELYNBURTON,MS. JAN BUSH, HR. JAMESHALEYBUXTON,HR. ROBERTP. CANTERBURY,M. JACQUESC.
CARBOU, HR. CHARLESE. CARLINI, MS. BETTE CHAHB~, DR. DENNIS C. CHIPMAN, HR. LOU CLARK, HR. WHI'1'~'IELDCOBB,
MS. JAN LOEBCOLt.'TTS,HR. JACK R. COWLES,MS. GLENNASTONECRANFORD,DR. PETERG. CRANFORD,HR. JLH S. CUR'l'IS,
HR. DENNISJ. DARLAND, MS. SUSANJ. DARLAND, MS. ALICE L. DARLINGTON,HR. ROBERTK. DAVIS, HR. JOHNC.
DESHAIES, HR. SAMDIBBLE, JR., HR. PAUL A. DOUDNA, MS. PEGGYDOYLE, HR. PRADEEPKUHARDUBEY, HR. RONALD
EDWARDS, MS. LINDA EGENDOIU', HR. LEE EISLER, HR. RICHARDI'ALLIN, HR. VICTOR J. I'ERNANDEZ,HR. WILLIAH K.
FIELDING, MS. ·BRENlJAIi. FREEDMAN, HR. STEPHENH. FREY, DR. BERNDFROHHANN,HR. BILL GAGNON,HR. J. GIU:GORY
GANEFF, HR. JOHNGANEFF, DR. ALEJANDROR. GARCIADIEGO,HR. EVANFROSTGELLAR, HR. SEYMOURGENSER,HR. DAVID W.
GLOVER, HR. JOSEPHM. GLYNN, JR., HR. ABE GOLDBLATT, HR. ARTTIE PIAR GOMEZ,HR. ANJANGOWDA,MS. CLARE
HALLORAN, HR. EARL HANSEN, HR. TIM HARDING, DR. WILLIAM HARE, HR. JOHNW. HARPER.JR., HR. JOHNL. HARWICK,
MS. MARIONE. HARWICK,HR. STERLINGV. HARWOOD,MS. HIRIAH HECHT, HR. DONHERNANVEZ,MS. LYLA HERNANDEZ,HR.
ROBERTM. HICKS, DR. CHARLESW. HILL, HR. JEFFREYA. HILL, HR. DOUGLASK. HINTON, HR. JAMESLLOYDHOOPES,MS.
OPIn:LIA HOOPES, HR. TIiOHASC. HORNE,DR. TING-FU HUNG, HR. ARVOlHALAlNEN, HR. RAMONK. ILUSORIO, HR. NOBOI<U
INOUE, HR. DONALDW. JACKANICZ, HR. JOHNA. JACKANICZ, HR. THEODOREM. JACKANICZ, HR. ADAMJACOBS, MH. MICHAEL
LI:lE JACOBS, HR. ROBER'fT. JAMES, MS. SHIIU.b'Y V. JESPERSEN,HR. JAMESH. JONES, HR. LARRYJUDKINS, HR. TOM
KIPP, DEANHARVIN KOHL, HR. KENNETHKORBIN, HR. GEORGEG. KUC, PROF. PAUL GRIHLtlY KUNTZ, PROF. PAUL KURTZ, DR.
HERBERTC. LANSDELL, DR. PHILIP H. LE COMPTE,PROF. JUSTIN DUNMORELEIBER, HR. JOHNR. LENZ, DR. H. WALTER
LESSING, HR. DONLOEB, HR. JONATHANA. LUKIN, HR. 'l'IHO'l'HY J. MADIGAN, HR. HENRYB. HANGRAVI'l'E, HR. S'l'EVE
HAl<AGlDES, HR. BILL MCDONALD, HR. NATHANMCKINLEY, HR. HUGHMCVEIGH, HR. JAMESE. MCWILLIAMS,MS. SYDNEY
MCWILLIAMS, DR. 'fHEO Hl:JIJEI<, DR. DAVID J. MELTZ, HR. ROBERTMERRIGAN,HR. CARLHILLER, HR. ISSACHARMIRON~MR.
BRIAN R. MOLS'fAD, PRot'. HUGHS. MOORHEAD,HR. GLENN1<. MOYER,MS. SANDI A. MOYER,HR. WILLIAM S. NBWHALL,JR.,
HR. HARKOAKFORD, HR. ROYH. OOOM, JR., HR. DAVID M. ONDIK, HR. JOHNONEILL, HR. JOHNC. PARKER,HR. BER'I'
PARNALL, HR. MICHEL PAUL, HR. JAMESR. PEARSB, HR. JAMESJ. PETRASSI, HR. PAUL M. P~'ALZNER,MS. BARBARAg.
PONTIER, ssv. RAYMONDJ. f'ONTLER, DR. EDWARDL. PRICHARDJR., HR. GUVITALAN. RED!JY,HR. STEPHENJ. REINHJ\RD'l',
HR. BENITO Rtl'i, HR. ROBERTA. RIEMENSCHNEIDER,HR. WILLIAM H. RIPLEY, PRm'. DOND. ROBER'l'S,!JR. MICHAELJ.
ROCKLER, HR. ANDI' ROGERS,HR. LARS ROHRBACH,PRot'. HARRYRUJA, MS. CHERIE RUPPE, MS. SIGRID D. SAAL, HR. PAUL
SAKA, DR. NA'l'HANU. SALMON,HR. ROBERTSASS, HR. GREGORYJ. SCAMMELL,HR. JOHNF. SCHAAK,!JR. ANNE-t'RANCOISE
SCJiHID, MS. NANE'1'TEE. SCOFIELD, HR. JOHNEDWINSHOSKY,HR. WARRENALLEN SMI'1'H, MH. WAYNEIJOUGLASSMI'l'H, MH.
JOHNE. SONN'fAG, HR. JOEL SPIRA, MS. RU'l'HSPIRA, MS. !JEBRASTAt'fORD, DR. PHILIP STANDER,MH. THOMASJ.
STANLEY, HR. PBTERSTONE, HR. RAMONCARTERSUZARA, MS. SHOHIGSHERRYTERZIAN, MR. LLOY!JN. 'flillfETJiEN, HR.
C~S TUTT, MS. ALICE TZANE'1'AKOS,HR. CJiRISTOS'fZANETAKOS,HR. CLIFFORDVALEN'1'INE,MS. ELEANORH. VJU..t;NTlNEr
DR. HENRYVAN DYKE, HR. WALTERVANNINI, HR. JOE H. VIRDEN, MS. SUSANBERLIN VOHBRACK,MS. ANN WALLACE,MH.
ROBERTE. WALLACE, Mie DEWEI'1. WALLACE,JR., HR. HARKWEBER,HR. MICHAELJ. WEBER,MS. DONNAS. Wt:IHER, HR.
THOMASWEISBACH, MS. SUZANNEW. SABATH, HR. JOHNTODDWt:S'f, DR. C~S L. WEI'AND,MH. CALVIN B. WICHERN,HR.
JOHNA. WILHELM, HR. RICHARDB. WILK, HR. VINCEN'l'Dm'AUX WILL.IJ\tlli, HR. WALTERWINt'IEW, JR., MS. ELt:ANOR
WOLFF, HR. JAMESE. WOODROW,HR. CHARLE8ALLEN YODER,HR. WILLIAM H. YOUNG,MS. JUDITH ZACCONB,DR. '1'ERI<I'S.
ZACCONE.

LOCALCHAPTERS

(33) Benare~. Chandrakala Padia is the Director ot The Benares Chapter of The Bertrand Russell Society, as well as
a Director ot the BRH itself. She tells us that the Benares Chapter is doing very well, recently held a hugely
successtul one-day seminar, and has acquired more members.

However the Chapter needs books by and about BI<. It you have BR books that are duplicates or that you
can do without tor whatever reason, please send them to Benares. HARVIN KOHL and DONJACKANICZhave set a gOOd
example for the rest ot us to tollow by doing just that.

Send books to the Benares Chapter, The Bertrand Hussell Society, 26 Teachers' Flats, B.H.U., Varanesi ~,
India. It will be greatly appreciated.

PROMOTINGBRIBRS

(34) BR at Muhlenberg. Once again we showed BI< on Videotape to a group of mostly students at Muhlenberg College,
Allentown, PA. Last time (4/30/90) we had shown the tirst 4 of the Woodrow Wyatt 19S9 interviews (RSN67-11).
This time (11/28/~) we showed the last 4 of the interviews. As betore, Professor Ted Shick was host. About
2S ot the students present signed up to receive intormation about the BRS by mail. Before the the tape was
shown, we read a paper telling why Russell had a low opinion of Plato's Republic; the reason: it 1S a
prescription for a totalitarian state.
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RUSSELL SOClJ:.Ti LIBRARY-
Tom l)tanley, L1brarian

Box 434, WHder, VT 05088

(35) Books tor sale

IY IERTIlANDRUSSELL:

Appeal to the AIIerican Conscience ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••
Authority and the Individual •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
a..ic Writlngs of Sartrand RUI•• ll, edited by Egner and Denonn•••••••..••
Education and the Soc1&l Order ••••••••••••••••.•.•...•.....•••.•••...••..
llaa Mana Future? .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••.••••••.•••
A Hi.tory of We.tarn Philoaophy .•.••••••••••.•••••••••••.•..•..•••••.•.••
Hiatory of the World in Epitae •••••••••••••••..•.••••••........•..•••...
In Prai •• of Idlen ••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••..•••........•.....•...
The Impact of Science on Society .•••••••••••••••••••.••••••....•.•...•••.
An Inquiry into Meaninl and Truth ••••••••••• ~••••••••••••••.•...•••••••••
MyPhilo.ophical Developeent ••••••••••••••••••..••.•...•••......••.......
Political Ideals ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.......••........•......••.
Pover: A N." Soc;~.l Analy.1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Tha Practice and Th.ory of lolah.via •••••••••..•••••..••••......•.•.•••..
Pr1cipl •• of Social R.conatruction •••.•...••••••••.........••••.•••......
loads to Fr •• dom••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••

~~~r~E;M:~::~~~i;~i;~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
IY 0TIIEIlAUTHORS:

lertr.nd Ru••• ll. 1872-1970.............................................. 1. 50
lertrand Ru••• ll by A.J. Ayer••••••••••••.•••••••...•••.................•. 8,00
hrtrand Ru••• ll and the P.cifiats in tho First World War

by Jo v.U.cott ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••...•..•........•. l0.50
•• rtrand Au••• ll a. a Philoaoph.r by A.J. Ay.r ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.25
aertrand Ru•• an'. Th.ory of Knovl.dl. by Elizab.th Eall••...•.•.•...•.••• 8.50 H
E•• ay. on SociaUat _nilll ift Honor of the Centenary

of Bertrand RuII.lL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.•

Into the Tenth Decade: A Tribute to a.rtrand Rull.Il. •••••..•••......••..
Th. Ufo of aertrand Ru••• U in Picture. and Hil OwnWord•....•....•.....
Mr. Willon Splak. 'Frankly and Flarl •• lly' on Vietnam to B.R •••••••••••••
Th. Tamari.k Tre., Vol •.•• I by Dora au.. •• lL •••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••

H Cloth, oth.rwi •• paperback
I Remaindered by Simon & SchUlter. Wl:h the exception of the usual remainders 1

mark on thl bottom eelge, the •• are in Fin. condition.

Price. are postpaid. Plea.e .end check or aoney-order, payable to the Bertrand
R.u•• ell Society, to The Ru•• ell Society Library, lox 434, Wilder, vr O~

kw _and.. forthcomina:

Russell's Idealist ADDrenticeshio by Nichola. Griffin. Oxford University Press
January, 1991. $82.50

The Art Of PhiloloC)hizing And Other Essav. by RUllell. Littlefield Adams
OCtober, 1990. 18.95 pb.

A Study of Bertrand Ru.sell's Ethics by 0.0. Bandishte. Asia Book Co. 112.95

3.15
4.75
6.50
6.50
8.00 H
6.50 R
1.00
6.50
4.00
6.50
6.50
4.75
5.50
4.75
4.75
6.50
4.75
4.25
4.25

4.00
9.00 H
5.00
6.75
2.00
5.50

Audiocassettes tor rent

Spe.chel

200 Nobel Pri •• Acc.pt.nc. Spa.ch. 1950
201 "Uvina ift .n Atoaic AI.". DC/AiC
202 "Man'. Peril". aac 1954
203 Ru••• U-Eln.uin Manif•• to. 1955
204 "Addr ••• to the ClID". 1959
205 "Ap~.l to the ••••rlean eon.clenc.".

. Intervi • .,., debat ••

225 "II S.curlty Incr •• ainl?". NBC 1939
226 Ru••• ll-Copa.ton Debat. on the Exiat.nc. of Cod. IIC 1949
227 "Bertrand R.\lI.ell". ac.n.y Wh•• ler Int.rvi.". NBC 1952
228 "Face to rae.". JohD rr •••• n Intervi.w. IIC 1959
229 "Bertrand lua •• 11 Speakinatl. IDcervt.". by WoodrowWyatt.

RUI•• ll ell.CUI ••• ptll1olopby, taboo 8Oral1ty, relig10n, and

230 ~~~:~~~i:;;tt l!~~ervi""l II. 1u••• U dilcua ••• tha role of the
lndividual. happineaa, •••••••r •• &IId the futuro of unkind. 1959

231 "Cloae-Up". Elaine Crand Iot.rvi.... cac 1959
232 "Spa.kina Per••••••.Uyl lartr.nd _a.U". John Chando. Intarvlow. 1961
233 David Suaak1nd tot.m.... 1962
234 "On Nucl.ar Mor.UtS"'. Ill.cha.l Tilar Iot.rvlev. 1962
235 Intervi •• on Vi.t..... cae 1965
236 Stud. T.rltal Int.rvie.. 1962
231 Woodrow Wyatt Intervie •• (II). aul •• ll ell.cu ••• 1 natlonalllm,Great

Britain, c_1&. &lid capit.Ua., .ar .nd paciH ••••• nd tho H-bollb. 1959

1953

1966

Lecturel J bra,dca.tl

250 1I8ertrancl Rue•• ll" by Rev. 'aul I •• ttll. 1975
251 "Bertrand RUII.ll .1 • Philolopherll by A.J. Ayer. BBC 1980
252 "Bertrand RUII.ll" by Prof. Giovanni COltigan. 1986
253 "Portmit of the ratber .a Philo.ophlr" by latherin. tatt. (In German)

Documentari ••

275 "The Life and Tim•• of aertrand lUI •• l11t
• Soundtrack of BBC

HI... 1962
276 "Sound Portrait of 8et'trand Rus.ell". HPR dramatization. 1980
277 "Bertie and the BOIIblt• Soundtr.ck of aBC tel.vision bt'oadc •• e • 1984

~
300 "S1nioni. Contt'a TllDOrell by Gr.ham Whettam. Dedicatld to Russell.

The loan f •• for c•••• ct •• 11 $1.00.

Ne". audio cassettes:

238 Merv Criffin Interviews Russell. Soundtracks of the unedi ted fi 1m footage
taken fot' the 28 June 1965 bt'oadcast of the Merv Griffin Show. Pacifica
Radl0 Archive IIIC0309.

206 Russell's Addres6 to the Berkley Vietnam Teach-in. 21 May 1965. Published
•• " American Ambition Can Kill Us ", The Week, 20 May 1965. Pacifica Radio
Archlve *8B2218.26. ----

301 The Cms:ience of Wisdom. A orograt:l in the CBC's "Pr-ojec t '62" series.
Statements by Ru••• ll, Huxley, and oa~y others. Nov , , 1961. Pacifica Radio
Archlve IIIB0950.

278 Beatrice Webb on the Russells! Russell on the Webbs. A r eedt ng of the ue bb s '
observations of Alvs and Bertrand from The Diary of Beatrice Webb. Russell
reads his assessment of the Webbs. Feb., 1966. Produced by Pacifica.
Pacifica Radio At'chive *884557 .

.NEWSU:'l'TER I'l'EHS WANTED

(36) We depend on
strikes you
inclusion in
use it it we*

reading that
tor possible

send itl We'll
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OPPONEN'fS

(37) The U.S. State Department. When DON JACKANICZ worked in the {U.S. I National Archives, ~n Washingon, he
searched for records related to BR, and found several.

Oon writes: "These documents do not reveal anything ot great importance, but they are worth knowing
about, showing how U. S. State Department ofticials at least twice reported to WaShington on Russell's
activities. Note the misspellings ot bertram and Russel." Thank you, Don.

The first instance, below, comes from General Records of the Department of State (Record Group 59),
Decimal Files, 1910 29, 862.20241/10. (February 1~,1918, regarding Russell's trial. I

LONDON, February 13, 1918.

~,
)..

:J~.\. C,

~~~.':.~
The Honorable

The Secretary of state,
Washington.

Sir:-
I have the honor to invite the attention of

the Department to the case of the Honorable Bertrand
Russell, who has been sentenced to six months im-
prisonment for publishing, in a pape r called the
TRI3U1TAL, an article, certain statements in which
constituted a deliberate insult to the United States



Page 23 Russe!! Society News, No. 09 February 1991

- 2 -

Arlr.y,and were considered by the COU1"t to be
\ prejudicial to the good relations between the
United States and Great Britain. Mr. Russell
is a man of good education, and a writer by pro-
fession; he is a descendant of the former Prime
~in1ster, Lord John Russell, and has been until
r~cently highly thought of in this country.
Unfortunately, during this war he has shown him-
self to be a pronounced and extreme pacifist, and
as a result of his activities was once before
aunauone d by the police, and obliged under the
Defence of t26 Realm Act to follow the regulations
prescribed for enemy aliens in respect of reporting
his noversent a to the police.

I have the honor to transmit herewith an
account of tDe proceedings in Court, as reported
by the TIMSS of Febru~ry 11, 1915.

:t: have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,(r~~~
~~.~

Enc1osure:- Extract frorn the
THiES, Febr uary 11,
1918.

Subject:- Proce~dings in Court
re Hon. Bertrand
Russell.
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8) It has been enlarged, tor easier reading, We've kept theThe following is trom The Times (London) (2/11/1 , so once again you'll have to go to the next page to tinlshright and lett columns in their original positions,
the first column, and then back again,

CITY: LON DON.

SUBJECT: Insult to the U.S. Army _
Mr. Bertrand Russell Sentenced.

SUMMARY:

:MIL BEDJ1RA..ND RUSSELL'" .oetAletJve-Inlhictor Plu~kor stated,thnt thn TribU1lal
,.&~ \' ~, , ~"'~ Joo~d1mn-!,.:'.!.°a~cotl1~be pl,U'chued by the pU~l1c-, 'Sn1aTENCIi1D ,"'I rlJll.'::U" , .•. n.... •••... ,. "", ,

. . . .., om,· , ' :~ • " t . ",:':fl~~r·G~\1B~Jrd:.uodif tile. magJstra~ d.es~d to

'It'ISO'~JE~,;~n~s','W·'O·'·RD··S ,I!. N' ':~::~~t~~~,:~, .~~~,~?b~,t1~·~:fr.~wtj~~:;'
.w. ... :,~~ t·\,t,~~~~l~ .,.. '.. .!r~~-!U~~'.~ 9.U~~;~ .he;cO~lci'~:0sJ1ed ..,', . ,,'iN a.R1'ICLE.. ,.. ..'ckl',"' .:"." 0.48~i~~~n.~;'.l'B1o<p.J'm(dJc.,.,,.i,'.' ' .'

. ',.. . . '. . . .".; '1' ·~rr'~tele1~~,iib~tf.84I' :~t'Jbere~4f J;l6lrountl

TN~Ttfm(tl'ti:.'~HlD'U'Sr·ARMy; ':~~~~~l,~~,,~fjl'1~~ji~le~d" thh:e'~~~~~~~J~ ;.Jif~
. '" '. " ~ ..•... ,. , 'il~U'lleU'.UilOU·~r·~uen. t_a~.in·WritJng it he bud,

A:~~~';J:'oUce:Oo~rt on .Saturday, betQreiany jnteu~n o.p~jocUe!D,. tbEl:.rel4tions of his
Sir":t,O~D' J,')fii~n 'the Hal". B,.'1'RANbAR'11Il1lt,~, ,aj~1~',!i~~,,!bfe~hl\f,.tA!i,l,$ta~ 1·Ili,purpolle Was,t.be
,f,. .. . .t> •... ; ..• • .'.. " .' , , :jy;ery0PM'!8 -, or ~ •. wanUilf thf,.publ1c Qga.mst

. YVI~~ :,¥,,~of (,l,or4o~sq\1are. W.O,. JLIl4, ?tilf•• ,~~ lie. ~ " qered~; t.ltOl'."ro*liIr~'Wa8 a serious
..JoANB~4t1q.tt.urP.of York,buUd.i:n~.A.dclphi. W.O.i!JneD40Er·&j:ld ~,abg~r;', btrt:,'ttU'110 justJ1Jeat.lon for
.wcrej,01ntJ:r,liU~O~·1bt~a.V1rllt hla Pl'mtt\ll i>u~~ ~~qtii,p,~,~P,ll~,~,haf\l1e, :',Pi,~A.eW48 ,"likely" to
.1lcaUon called the ~U1I.l.liIadoc:e1taJn.t&teiuenta-ve .. ej:~~.'f1ura:'e~d:by,the -,p.msecutJon; 'Th.ll

. intended aDd -likely to l'iejUdlce' hi' ~aJGetY'8 JOl•• ftticlt!t.l_ ., ~Qih~t1,e<}ito~it;f"tiqt·a ,lilP.1ed, :co.ntribu"
Uon~ wl!-h tlse, 'United Stahle of A.merita~c~trary tOit11~::dt~b~lridt~tO••.•~~~ij~~~~;~r:13{o.re~
Regulation :n ...(b) of tho DeIeDce of the nea, lin, ReiU~P~: tll,'&t,","~ ~Onf1_C?P1riionlJ, ;atld;S$litimenta.6f,
l~tions. .: ,".. , ':,' :,;AJ1y'o~~:'D,JaI¥1 "h4t4;l~~t1l!J.J)~~ti~,J;1·:w~.l\J.cel?;.to

Mr. Tr4.vers JJ'umP.hJ'C)"scond ueted tbo case for ~greJu~ ~. ;~J1~;,ar~fO».slj~ltlijJa.~tp~~ "s,~~... Tq(l
Director oJ Pli,.bl,.IQPlO8coutJons " Mr.Oecil WWtelo, Y rl,';:,' ~=~ft,J,:i:O,~~v:;',~, rn~.~.,~e~.tr,ra~~~,
appeared for'thoqofeJ1dants. '. .' tboseva.#ou. P~p16utr 0rjsi)l4ted pail':gu'might

Mr. Huowbro}'s -asked that the cbal'A'e should' ~hnve 'beenliele~·'\V.tU.cb(,.a;.e;..e1)Sltivo omc!aJs
dealt wUh 8UUlUI4Hl)'. ·Ho said that the Tri&untJ \Vould.b4~efoJ,Uld lltdtd,U.Obje¢U~nl\ble U. that now
WIll'! A louz<.parc J'ull'Jer,. nnd in tho iuuo 01 JIUlUQ.ty <' .oomp1fdned of; ·(.ft".'fV,1r not falrj ;moteO\'er •.to fix upon
i918 tl f' t n.....' ak . , V'!one or two ,teli~nce.tWlt.hout reg'lU'd to tAo fl'enernl

' ~~ ron~.'l'i« WAS t ·01\ ':,p. Witll an artl.CIO

r
trend.9f tb0 article,..whicbwu. d.i?eCtedto pointing out

headed The GOlman Peace Offer, by 1ho defendant to thOse, who 8y~pathjzed"\titli We view. of the
RUl!Ilell. Tho parllil'Aph complained' of was in tho Labour .and. Socill1lli. Fert!es tJle: tCBU:t.ll which tho
follOWing terms: - '. 'j continu.ll.tion of the. War might have on the interests

.. 'l'he AmerIcan ~arrlson whlcIt "'ill hy ihat t1mo;of thoso two' ~rties; The c1rcula~on of the Tribunal
be oCCl1pyiuj{ England and France wlletber or not] WNl probably only· a few thousands a week. aad thu
thcr will prcvo efficient o~.illjlt. til(~ German[\, Wil1l'Ug3e~UOn WM lUdi~U, 8 that A few, lin es. In such n
no doubt IJCcapll.1>lo of inUmidatin::: atrikers. an eccu- »apc(' wore UhIy to aftect,the rel4t.ions of this Country
Plltlon to which tho Amerjcan .Attny is accuatomed' Wi~h America. The Ameriennl were credited with a
When at home," , . teen sense of humour. 4Dd he IlUlfi'ested t.bat even tho

Tho prosoouUon contended that that statement \~U'~ost senoua'minded amplliBt.that lJrCat nation would
Intended nndl1kely to J)l'ejudice, hi" Majesty's :t1l1..,)lot tako .the objeoUous to the articl~ which had been
tlons with tbo United stat~ A statement of tlult-put forwar(l by the prosccutiQn.?\{r. HUtnphrcrs
kind wns certainly likely to cause trouble Qnd dla.lbadqUoted only one sentence, but ,he had omitte.d
a:reement and mlltu.a! anta,roJUsln' between .the&.!ieae word~ .-)ilca.Jrqmedl4tely $oUowed:-:-" IdQ,
soldfe18 of this country' and t!lose of ODe of our' npt flay tbnt these thou;hti .ato,ui.~e ;mf.nds of tho;
AJliell, and thul to preJl1dJe" the rela.tionsof tho t\\'o.~vernment.'" , ,., ... ':'" .t:: '. .
countries, 81'!c1 l~ 'W1I8 for the tnadsf,ratc; to decJ~ef .~t'':J.'rAyelil HUUlPb;reYI.-Beall.:tho. 1'8It. of the
whether,conSldenng that the 8ta.t.ement waa \Vrittfln by pa.rarrapli", ',' . , '," "'. . . .
a man of position nud of the .bilfbest P088ible attain.; .lIr. Whltelt~)1.-:-y9ll,,·It leq :OQ:,-:Il'All the evi.
menta in education. it w~ not intended to llavo that dence tonds to ahowtbAttbere I.t& j1Q thouabt.., "•.hat-
effect. It was very bard to uDdel'8t~uld how .ocb •..."er~n tIleir min4. ~nd that tiler live ,from ~nd to
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i>assaae could have been written by allY. ):JeftlOn who .mouUl eOJUlollD.tbetiillelvta \lith ilPl0l'aDCOaDd .cnti-
was· not directly hosWe to thil!lcoul\t.Py, and it Wei :lJleDtal twllddlt\ .1 eay ol)1Y~ .•.t.if they were caPQble
diftlml1t to o"erstate ita poaible miItohioTOulIetrocta of thoU«~t it ..would b,e. alon; ,ucb lfu-. u I have
If it were allowed to .pau UDcbaJlo~. Wha.t did ,~if88t.ed ~attho1 would ba.ve ~. attempt. to justify
the 8u3Rest!on that an~riCAll' ".rrisOn would a retu'8el to mue pe@(l;ontbebaaiJ, ot the German
abortly 00 oceup~ing Bn,'aod andFrQilc:e meAD -if01fer, 'If, in.deed; they dQ.d.ec1do tore1UlIO." . Oounsel
not that the Bntillh and'l<'reoch Annle8 would not added ~ll.t durinl the Jut y~ar 1dr..R~ had ,..titUlo
be able cftcetively to defond Weir ooQntries. and that UUcles .regularly in, the TribuJUM, and. this wat tho
it ""1111 ncees8lllY to hdo .here , not the Ul1BtarIce of ftr8t tQmplalntabout' tbtuil. BdOr6 the ianlo ot thb
iii' Ally to fight ~the euem,.. but a Rarriaon. in t~parti~Af.· artiele Ire ,hall 'madetlip:hiB mindtodlll~
('.(Iuntl')-and i~ ;.FrlPloeprovided by AMGrica P Fol1ow.• oontbulo',IUI. ~tributlollll, beCause .he Intended .for
ing upon tba.t.8n~r at: the .A.~iOll of Great Britain .t.h.ifutl1f:8,.t9,.dsvof.e biJ:l)Sc)f .to writing. an.d !Clotunnu.
and France, thero, came .M iQ8ult to the .Ameriean.Cl~ J)hUQ4lOp.&y«: :If t~e'lzl~~ felt,~und to come
Army In. tho. wore's, "Whe~r arnot they will p~·;to· the: oon~lu,ion ·t~a~. Mr.: RQ!~ bad transgressed
eftleient a,gliJnp.. the germlUls." the llUltltestlon be1nR,bDOof th~~l!-ticini, 110,wnee.ted, that a very mitt·
that the AmE'.r~canAimy:.·whilo ca-pa,bloof tormiDl~aJcatedpell"t~ "o~d·meet the~' .. ..; .
ga.rrilon ill 'Englanc},""" France, 'waanot to ,be vor'1, Mr,~uD:)ph.rcyi; mogtl.oned that in J~e, 1916; n6
much. thought 'ot ~:lIneflective Ally in fi~bting the,the M~siQt). HOUlIC,. Mr•.~uflSOll was conVicted on a
foreim Soo. ..: . '. '.' .' '~1Clj.~ ,andwaiftne4 £100 and '£IOeoSt8, .

Then. caDlo ·the worCiR; "They win no doobt be "'';:'''.' ... "':':',.'" 1".#.~· •• ' -. ,;
enpable of lnti~idat~n",strikortil, an occupation to . ,,: ,(. ~.A .:V~~:!~.I1'I¢""~,.. O~C&. ,
:hich theY' IIl'O Mcustomed when. at home!' .The' S~;Jo~ .DJ:~ao1t,,-.td-t1:la.tf.bo'word. oltho
"r:st obllervll~o~ to bomadflon that Was thQt it· rti~, ~iDpllibied 01 ftQod ielf-condemned. as mis-

o' w•.•. unt~q 1~(1 the~nd observation was ,M ,~. VbUi:.'indthtlia WP :no doubt Itt his Dltndthat
the.tnpreMion t.ha\ ~uld be ereated '&monlt tbobey wete :~ated to llre!ucllco Wi ~aieiJt1'1 rela-
citiznn 80ldiers of t.hiJ '.eoutlto' if they bclievedtor ti()~ .w:t\b A tqrei,D Pow·u. Mr. Ru8S8ll MemM to
An hllltant t.hat tho Army ofll.Dother demoeratlc bA.•.o IOllt All BeJUlO.otdeetlncy and .talrneslii .l\J1dhnd
country. could In any,coDceinblo eb'eumllt~ra be~I'.' no Qutot hit "'ay to inaul~ by ~. delibertto nod
ueed here for the purpo~ of-t4Jdn1t ):Jut in any labcn¢ ~siPd Ilneer •. tb~ AriDy of tho groat nation whioh
tz9ubles that mi~ht ariAe. If nece&a&ry he wotllil ,wu 80 clol(l1f· Ollie<! ~ UI by, ties of affection. and'
call Brlj!adlel'-Genel'aJ. Childs to JOve evJdenoo on thaJdndi'ed ....•..."iiaUon-wWCb: ha.d ;o!Uedus to fight lor
point, The femll19 dllfendant h~d admitted that sh tbe' same ideals of justice 'an!! freedom that had in-
",as·~e actllul edltor -.of t~e Tn'Ounal. and re8lJonslbl'ilPtred 1.1s, The' offenel! twas a very desptcable-ono,
.~o~lt!,_P~lb~t~tiqn., ". and alWoUgh the souud ~r,a8 Mr. Whiteley·

•.•••• " •. ' .• , a •• _ • '.

bad put it,tbe keen sense of humo~tthe Altieri-
cs.DlI 'might treAt, his libel, with .the .oontempt it, de-
servod, thero wero -,so.~o people- who would eagerly
lHllze upon thos& false aasezt!on* .and use themior
the injury' of tbe- C~U8eto whieh.wo bod been devotln!t
our qYe8 and:oUJ! tteQflttre. Mr.' Rassell's attaiw:neri~
aM Jlos1tion;o~y. .~q,ded,to the aetioUBDe8a of his
oflenee~ ne. h~previptWy .had . aW~l1liDJonthis
very $ubjecf., but had ~Oile~ dellbe:r~lyto\irnorc
It. The .sentenCE!:upon hun·.would be six .months'
ImprlllOnmeitt in tho SeOOI3<l :;UvisiQ!l .. :.Miss Beau-
obartiPlUult pay,. finEl'of seo and £16~s. eosta,

Notica ot appe.aI agalns.t both sentences wu given,
aDd Lord RU88eJ.land Mr. T.l. O.&undel'SOn became
iuretie3 for the prosilcution ~f the appea.ls.. ' .'
:. Th~was a. hutber lumm.oWl· against. Miss Beau-
champ for prhitinf f~lle lItat.emetlts in the Tribunal
in contravention 0 ~gqJq,tiol1 27 (a). '. . " .
·)Ir. WlUteley aaid t.~a.t this BUDlJllOt1Slefemld to

statements made in the letter .of a eorrespondent.
and if the ease was to be proceeded with he would
have to ask for an adjourmnent, in order tha.the might
call the ~riterof"the lettel"' anf;1 •. n~tnber of other
WitDe8SH to prove ~e;t the atateQ1enbJ· were abso-
~utely true. • , .' '.,

It was evenwa.ny a.rrau,;ed that the' aummODa
abouldbe adjoarned ~ di~. . .

(38) The 2nd instance -- of U. ~. ~tate Department officials reporting to Washington on Russell's activities --
starts on the tollowing page. It comes from General Records of the Department of State (Hecord Group 59).
Decimal Files, 191~ 29, 893.42/114. (October 14, 1920 regarding Russell's arrival in China.)
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No. /

Subjeot: Arrival in Ohina of the Honor
Bertram Russell.

THE HONORABLE
THE SEORETARY OF STATE,

WASHINGTON, D. C.
(\
Il·
I,/'

Sir:

February 1991

1/ I have the honor to enolose herewith oopy of a eelf-
explanatory despatoh (No. )ret/ ,File No. 842), of this
Consulate-General, of even date. on the above subjeot, to
the Amerioan Legation at Peking.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Amerioan Consul in Charge.
Enclosure:

1/- Copy of Shanghai Consulate-General despatoh
Oro. , File No. 642), of Ootober 14,
1920, to the Amerioan Legation at Peking.

642
Ro
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AUERIOAB OONSULATE GENERAL
110. Ii J.; I
conrIDENTUL.

Shanghai, Ohina. Oot. 14. 1920.

SUbjeots Arri'9al in Ohina of the Honorable
Bertram Ruseell.

The Honorable
Oharles B. Orane.

Amerioan Hinister.
Peking. Ohina.

Sir:

I have the honor to inform the Legat10nthat the
Honorable Bertram B~ell. a British subjeot, arrived
in Shanghai reoently by the steamahip ponTHoa :trom
Rurop •• It i8 understood that he is proo,6ding to
Peking. where he is to taD· a position as instruotor
in the Peking University. He is aooompanied by his
seoretary, I41ss D. Bl~k.

It hae been reported to this offioe that while on
board the ship both Mr. Russell and hie. seoretary gave:
free expression to sentiments of an extremely sooialistio
and anarohistio oharaoter. The informant gave it BS

his opinion that Mr. Russell would. during hie sojourn
in Ohina, be very likely to oontinue to propagate doo-
trines of this nature.

Al though Mr. HusBell is a Britja h subJeot, it has
been. nevertheless. deemed advisable to refer this mat-
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ter to the Legation for 1ts 1nforuatlon.

I have the honor to be.

Sir,
Your obediont servant,

M. F-. Perkins.

Amerioan Consul in Oharge.
8~2P/Ro

00P1 to the

(39) FOR SALE

BR postcard. After being out of print tor several years, our favorite photo of BH -- taken in 1959 by Philippe
Halsman is once again available. $1 tor the first one, 75t each for more ordered at the same time.
Postpaid.

16-Year Index of BRS Newsletters, 1974-1989, Issues 1-64, 43 pages, 2379 entries. Buy it for $7 postpaid
(within the USA). Or borrow it from the RS Library, $1 postage (within the USA), plus you pay return $1
postage.

Members' stationery. 8 1/2 x 11, White. Across the top, "The good life is one inspired
knowledge.· Bertrand Russell" On the bottom, "·Motto of The Bertrand Russell Society,
price, $5 tor 90 sheets, postpaid. Canada & Mexico still $6.

by love and gUided
Inc." New reduced

by
USJ\

1990-Meetinq Papers. The 10 papers presented at the 1990 Annual Meeting -- papers by Elizabeth Eames, Lee
Eisler, Joan Houlding, Don Jackanicz, Marvin Kohl, Tim Madigan, Chandrakala Padia, Michael RockIer, Harry
Ruja, and Thom Weidlich, 145 pages in all, bound -- can be yours for $18 postpaid. Or borrow them from the RS
Library for $1 postage, plus you pay return $1 postage

Buy any of the above from the newsletter, or borrow from the RS Library. Addresses on Page 1, bottom.

(40) DIRECTORS OF THE BBRTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY, INC.
elected tor 3-year terms, as shown

1989-911 LOU ACHESUN, ADAH PAUL BANNER, KEN BLACKWELL, JOHN JACKANICZ, DAVlO JOHNSON, JUSTIN LEIBER, GLADYS
LEITHAUSER., S'!'BVEREINHARDT, TOH STANLEY

1990-92. JACK COWLES, WILLlAH FIELDING, DAVID GOLDMAN, STEVE HARAGIDES, FRANK PAGE, PAUL SCHILPP, WARREN
SMl'fH, RAMON SUZARA, THOM WEWWCH

1991-93, IRVING ANELLIS, BOB DAVIS, BOB JAMES, HUGH MOORHEAD, CHANDRAKALA PAOIA, HAKKY RUJA

The 6 BRS Officers are also Directors, ex officio
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BOOK REVIEW

(41)

~'ebruary 1991

Anthony Storr reviews the first volume of the collected papers, in Ina Spectator, December 3, 1983.

would make.one unsatisfying attempt after
another, and in the end have to discard
them all.' At last he discovered the virtue of

.incubation. If he left' the problem to sim-
mer, 'it would germinate underground un-
til, sUddenl~, the solution emerged with
blinding clarIty, so that It only remained to
write down what had appeared as if in a
revelation.' I .

Only the 'professional philosopher can
. . assess Russel'S contribution to philosophy,

but the gre r part of his more popular
. writing is e Iy accessible to the layman.
, From the ps hological point of view, thisBertrand Russell lived from 1872-197, volume if f I of interest. It begins with

He wrote 70 books, and some 2,5 'Oreek Exer ises,' a journal started when
shorter pieces. His writing has alwa' Russell was IS, written in Greek characters
delighted me. Everything of his which I for the sake of secrecy. This reveals a startl-have ever read seems illumined from within
b I, larit He's one of the great ing precocity and an early interest in manyy a g OWingCan y. I
masters of English prose, and it is entirely of the problems which were to preoccupy
apt that he should have been awarded the Russell for years. In June 1888he writes: 'It

is extraordinary how few principles orNobel Prize for Literature.
The Collected Papers of Bertrand dogmas I have' been able to become con-

Russell, of which this is the first, vinced of. One-after another I find my un-
volume will run to 28 volumes in all. The doubted beliefs slipping from me into the
PUblish~rs tope to complete this massive region of doubt.' In°an autobiographical
undertakin by the year 2000. The papers talk delivered years later, Russell says that
are being ited by a team at McMaster one of the two mos important motives
University,' Ontario which bought the which impelled him t take up philosophy
Russell Archives in 1968. About one-third was 'the desire to fin some knowledge that
of the present volume consists of appen- could be accepte s certainly true.' The
dices: outlines of lectures; monthly lists of other motive w¥s to find some-satisfaction
Russell's reading;' annotations, text- for his religious impulses. These early
ual notes, and a bibliographical, as well as a diaries are much concerned with the om-

.general index, It is clear that all the nipotence of Gqd, immortality, the origin
resources of modem scholarship are being of conscience and related problems.
employed to make this edition unrepeatably • There'Is no false modesty, 'I read an arti-
definitive. All in all, it looks as if we shall .cle in the Nineteenth Century today about
eventually have more information about genius and madness. I was much interested
Russell's mind and its furnishings than we by it. Borne few or. the characteristics men-
shall have about any other eminent mind of tioned as denoting genius while showing a
ihe 20th century, , tendency to-madness I believe I can discern

The introduction to this volume states: . : in myself.' Among'these are 'sexual pas-
'Writing. came naturally to Russell in a ,~ion' and 'a des!re to commit suicide ..•Bo~h
manner that is nowadays rare,' Perhaps; Impulses remained powerfully active In
but, in 'How I Write', Russell himself con- Russell ~or years..We ~re fortunate that the

, fessed that, when he was young, it was a for,mer. I~puls,e prevailed over the latter,
long time before he was able to write which It,did wl~h,vlg~Ur" ,
without worry and anxiety, 'When I was After ~reek ExerCises come~ the hlth,er-

. I seri k d to unpublished 'A Locked Diary' whichyoung each fresh piece 0 serious wor use R II k t f 1890-94 A t h
f·' h s a Ion usse ep rom . mongs muc

to seem to me or a time - per ap g else it records tHe ambivalence of his feel-
time - to ~e beyond my powers. I would ing; toward Alys Pearsall Smith who
fret myself Into a nervous state from fear b hi fi t vtf . 1894 H' . , I
that it was never going to come right. I ecame IS Irs 1 e In ,IS musica

Early genius
Anthony Storr

The Collected rapen of Bertrand Russell,
. Volume 1: Cambridge Essays 1818-99

Edited by Kenneth Blackwell, Andrew
Brink, Nicholas Griffin, Richard A.

Rempel, John G, Slater
(George AUen & Unwin [£48 pre-

publication] £60)

taste is as yet unformed, since Tosti's
'Ooodbye' is reckoned 'absolutely perfect
of its kind', in the same class as Shelley's
.lyrics.

- Russell went up to Cambridge in 1890, In
1892 he was elected to 'The Apostles'. Six
of the papers he presented to this society
have been preserved and are printed here. It
was at meetings of 'The Apostles' that
Russell encountered Whitehead, with
whom he wrote Principia Malhemalica .
Modem students of philosophy will find
that they are 10eSking back towards a
vanished world, lIJ1dmay perhaps- be en.
vious of those who were engaged in the sub.
iect before J .L.Austin and A.J .Ayer had
launched their assaults upon traditional
metaphysics. 'It may be contended that,
although we can never wholly experience
Reality as it really' is, yet some e'lperiences
approach it more nearly than others, and
such experiences,tit'may be said, are given
by art and philosophy.'

Russell writes on Bacon, on Descartes,
on Hobbes; on Etbics; on Free-Will; on
Geometry. It is astonishing that so much of
his undergraduate and graduate work has
been preserved, Did the lonely child who
recorded that beginning Euclid was 'as
dazzling as first love' treasure these early in-
tellectual exercises. in the way that other
adolescents treasur~" love-letters? By the
mid·1890s, Russell hild become jntereste~ in
economics and politics. There is a paper on
'German Social Democracy,' and another
on l~he Uses of luxury,' Russell was cer-
lain( one of the cleverest men of this cen-
tury, ut one cannot help being amazed at
botJhiS range and his mandarin certairuy
that e can master any subject to which he
add sses himself. It is a kind of confidence
whif no-one can profess today, when
mar!; intellectual subjects have become so
speci'''IiSed, so 'technical', that even the
clev st can only master parts rather than
whol ,

T re will, no doubt, be those who will
say t~~[ 28 volumes will tell us more about
RUSSj'lIthan we want to know, But, because
his ra :ge was so wide. this huge project will
beco e not only a tribute to Russell
hims f, but a history of ideas of two-thirds
of til' ' 20th century,
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IF YOU HAVEN'T YET

SENT YOUR 1991 DUES

BE'I'TERDO IT TODAY

BECAUSE THERE AIN'T MUCH TIME LEFT

AND ...WELL, YOU KNOW WHA'l'WILL HAPPEN

1'1'HAKES US SHUDDER 'I'O'I'HINKOF 1'1'

WE HOPE YOU WON'T LET rr HAPPEN


