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(2)
ANNUAL MEETING (1990)

Register If you haven't sent the REGISTRATION FORM that appeared in the February newsletter, please use theone in this newsletter. Soon, please I (Item ).

How to get to McHaster. See Ite.

FRIDAY, JUNE 22.

4.00 - 6.00
6.00 7.30
7.30 - 9115

9.15 - 9.30
9.30 - who knows?

SATURDAY, JUNE 23.

8.00 - 9.00
9.00 - 10.00
10.00 - 10.45

10.45 - 11.00
11100 - 12.30
12.30 - 1.30

1.30 - 2115
2130 - 3115
3.15 - 3.30

3.30 - 4115
4.15 - 5.00
5.00 - 6.00

SUNDAY, JUNE 24

8.45 - 9.45
9.45 - 10.00
10.00 - 11.00

11.00 - 12.00
12.00

Registration
Dinner
Awards, and talks by recipients
Coffee break
Board Meeting (all members welcome)

Registration
Lee Eisler, The History of The Bertrand Russell Society,
Harry RUja, Knowing and Feeling in Religion.

Coffee break
Tour of The Bertrand Russell Archives
Lunch

Chandrakala Padia, Russell's Socia-Political Views.
Michael J. RockIer, Bertrand Russell and Education, Katharine Tait's Critique.Coffee break

Harvin Kohl's Workshop, Russell's Theory of Rational Love.
Joan Houlding, Platonic Themes in Russell's Views on Education.
Free tillle

Red Hackle Hour
Banquet. Talk by Louis Greenspan, Staff Member, The Russell Archives, and

Hanaging Editor, The Bertrand Russell Editorial Project

Don Jackanicz Discussion, Religion and Science.
Coffee break
TillMadigan, Russell and Deh'eY on Education, Similarities and Differences ..

Thom Weidlich, The Bertrand Russell/City College Case. 1940
Adjournaent, So long, Auf Wiedersehen, A bientOt, Ciaol

MQ!§. Suggested reading for Harvin Kohl's Workshop. The Good Life, from The Basic Writings of Bertrand
Russell, pp. 371-375 (NY.Simon & Schuster, 1961): also Analyzing Love by Robert Brown (Cambridge. Callbridge
University Press, 1987); Brink, Rus5ell and Rational Love (Russell Society News 64, Itea 6, Page 3); Liking
vs. Loving by Robert J. Sternberg (Psychological Bulletin 102.3 (1987), 331-345.

Suggested reading for Don Jackanicz's Discussion. Religion and Science by Bertrand Russell (NY. OxfordUniversity Press, 1961)

"Russell Society News, a quarterly. Lee Eisler, Editor, 1664 Pleasant View Road, Coopersburg, PA 18036
Harvin Kohl, Co-Editor, 715 Haytum Hall, SUNY at Fredonia, Fredonia, NY 14063

Russell Society Library. TOil Stanley, Librarian, Box 434, Wilder, VT 05088
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ABOUT BERTRAND RUSSElL

(3) From The Diary of Beatrice Webb, vol. 2" 1892-1905 (London. Virago. Cambridge, HA. Harvard University Press,1983), with thanks to HARRY RUJA.

The Russells are the most attracti ve married couple I know. Young
and virtuous, they combine in the pair personal charm, unique
intelligence, the woman having the one, the man the other, in the
superlative degree. Romantically attached to each other, they have
divine interests; AIl'S concerns herself with social reform, Bertrand
with the higher mathematics. The scheme of their joint life is
deliberately conceived to attain ends they both believe in, and
persistently yet modestly carried out. The routine of their daily
existence is as carefully planned and exactly executed asourown. They
breakfast together in their study at 9 o'clock (we breakfast at 8 l), then
Bertrand works at mathematics until 12.JO,then three-quarters of an
hour reading together (Ranke's Hi.rlory ofEnglatldsince we have been
here), a quarter-hour stroll in the garden together. Lunch with us
I.JO, chat in our sitting-room or out-of-doors over cigarettes and
coffee: then Bertrand plays croquet with Logan [Pearsall] Smith
(Alys's brother who lives near here) until tea at 4.JO. After that
mathematics until 6 o'clock: reading with Alys until 7 .JO, dine at 8
o'clock, chat and smoke with us until 9.30: another hour's reading
aloud with Alys until I (I.3D. They sleep and dress in the same room,
and they have no children.

As individuals tltey are remarkable. AIl'S comes of an American
Quaker family. She is charming to look at - tall, graceful, with
regular features, clear skin, bright blue eyes and soft curly nut-brown
hair, always smiling, often laugh-ing, warm-hearted and sym-
pathetically intelligent. She has not the gift of intimacy except with
her husband. Her manner is the same to everyone, at least as far as I
have seen. She has noartofflirtation, if anything she prefers women to
men, and I think really likes the womanly woman better than the
professional. She has no moods or they are controlled. She seems
always happy and grateful for happiness and yet perpetually thinking
how to make others happier. Since we have been here she has spent
days away nursing a friend at Cambridge, with no consciousness of
virtue, responding to a call of friendship as readily as most women
respond to a call of pleasure. If she has a defect it is a certain
colourlessness of intellect and a certain lack of ' temperament'. But in a
woman are these defects?

Bertrand is a slight, dark-haired man, with prominent forehead,
bright eyes, strong features except for a retreating chin, nervous
hands and alert quick movements. In manner and dress and outward
bearing he is most carefully trimmed, conventionally correct and

. punctiliously polite, and in speech he has an almost affectedly clear
enunciation of words and preciseness of expression. I n morals he is a
puritan; in personal habits almost an ascetic, except that he lives for
efficiency and therefore expects to be kept in the best physical
condition. But intellectually he isaudacious-an iconoclast, detesting
religions or. social convention, suspecting sentiment, believing only
in the 'order of thought' and the order of things, in logic and in
science. He indulges in the wildest paradox and in the broadest jokes,
the latter always too abstrusely intellectual in their form to he vulgarly
coarse. He is a delightful talker, especially in general conversation,
when the intervention of other minds prevents him from tearing his
subject to pieces with fine chopping logic. He is always fruitful,
especially in clearing up definitions and distinctions or in following
out logical conclusions. He is fastidious with regard to friends and
acquaintances. He dislikes bores and hates any kind of self-seeking
selfishness or coarse-grainedness. He looks at the world from a
pinnacle of detachment, dissects persons and demolishes causes. And
yet he recognizes that as a citizen you must be a member of a party,
therefore he has joined the Fabian Society! And more or less accepts
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Sidney as his 'representative' man. But the kernel of his life is research
into the processes of reasoning. Of this new and highly abstract form
of logic, more abstract than mathematics, I have no vision. All that
one can say is that the effect o~ his own mind of these processes of pure
reasonln~ IS to make him Singularly helpful in clearing up more
concrete Issues; even when he starts with no specialized knowledge of
~acts. To sum up, he is an expert in the art of reasoning, quite
Independently of the subject-matter.

. A vigorous intelligence, at once subtle and honest with the best
kind of pride, the determination not to swerve from hisown standards
of right .and wrong, truth or falsehood, are perhaps his finest
characteristics. What he Jacks is sympathy and tolerance for other
people's emotions, and, if you regard it as a virtue Christian
humility, The outline of both his intellect and his feeling~ are sharp
hard and permanent. He is a good hater. '

Iobserve in Bertrand a curious parallel between his intellectual and
his moral' nature. He is intolerant of blemishes and faults in himself
and others, he dreams of Perfection in man. He almost loathes lapses
from ~en's Own standards. So in his thought he is almost Violently
Impatient of bad ~easoni~g. A right conclusion come to by bad
arguments ISoffenSive to him. It is theprrfulion oflhr rraJoninr.that he
seeks after, not truth of the conclusions. Now it seems to me that there
is the same sort of connection belween an intellectual concentration on
applied science: and a t~lerant, if not lax judgement of men. Just as I
am always str t vmg to adjust ~y order of thought to the order ofthi ngs
- exactly as Iam .always lo.ok,ng to results as the test of right reasoning

(power of preVISIOn, for Instance, by the result of shockingly had
reasoning!) so I am perpetually excusing myself and others for any
lapses in morality. Ianalyse and describe my own and other's faulls.
But these faults seldom offend me in themselves, but only because they
result in what is unpleasant and ugly. I have no 'sense of sin' and no
desire to see it punished. Bertrand, on the other hand, is almost cruel
in his desire to see cruelty revenged.

KATHARINE RUSSELL TAIT

(4) Kate Tait's talk at the Women's National Democratic Club was reported in The Washington Post (3/12/76).(Thank you HARRY RUJA. )

Crowing Up Liberated: 'No Place to Co'
By Michael Kernan

When Bertrand Runen took hi'
family down the rocky Cornwall clUls
to the belch for I swim, there WIJ .II.
Wlr. I solemn dl.cuulon: ot the tides,
the wind, the course at the sun. ~ot
until all laclors had been loelcally
worked out did an}'One sit down on
the Sind-there to srnile covertly at
the looll'h day trippers who had '.1.
rled themseln'. In the Pith or a rbine
ude.

"Both my parenls Ilked bcln¥ ditfer-
ent. beine rebels .. ' said Katharine
Russell Talt, the great philosophers
only dau~btrr, "and they brought us
up Ilbet-ated. The problem WAS. there
was no place to 1:'0 Ircm there. We had
tV~lYthine, but my feeline was lhat It
.•.·as a no. man's land."

Speak Inc· at the Wamio', XationaJ

DemocratJc Club yesterdJoY, the IU,

Ihor of ":\ly FAther, Bertrand RulScU"
admitted that she would ha'·.e like to
be a bit more like "Brown, Jones and
Robinson": she could belon" 'he
eeuld Itt1ulc.

•.It w~, a dem~~dh;g Uli'you were
free to be brave and adventurous-
we were ancwed to be dirty I rude, and
take risks, and nobody ever uld to be
careful-but an :I••••.ful Jot was ex.
peered 01 us."

Havlne a lamous lather hIS hap-
pened to any number of people, but
b.lne a child 01 the celebrated radical
Mtalist, mUItant atheist and cosmic
thinker Lord Russell was somethln&.
else.

"I learned to read at 3," commenteti
Talt, who I, .tayln, with Irlenda II .
Arltn~ton while she hunts lor a writ.
Inc Job, ;'and al 4 my lather alarttd

our leboalln.:, He was not permlsslvs
tbout learnln,."

It did have lu compensation,.
"There wu a tower on top ot the

house which was my father's stud)',
and we'd. all '0 lbundtrlng up there .
lor our hlstory lessens. He had his
Chln••• - rug th ere , and hi, Chinese
Ivcries and palntlnp and the bust 01
VolLalre he alwan had near him, and
he'd be reading In Iront 01 the lire.
with his ,poctacl es on. And he knew It
all, whatever we would ask, he'd know
It and would make It all sound like a
fairy 'tory."

Educated In England and at Rad-
cl.itle,. Tilt married an American min-
Ister and ral sed Ilve chtldren-s-but notIn the rleld traditions 01 her own
childhood. There wrre a number of
thine •• he learned to discard IS ah.
grew up and out of her falber's
shadow.

"He believed In progress, and I
don't," she said. "Actuatlj-, J'm not
lure he relt it himself. He u,u:ht us to
believe' In the equallt)· 01 women-his
,ad lather was John Stuart ~Iill. a
ereat Iemlntst, and In 1907 he stood
lor Parliament a~ a women's sUlCra£e
eandldate-cbut he likcd a wile Who
did nothing else except be his Wile.
And be had lour of 'em."

Brought up IS a pactfiat. Socialist
and r.LUonal skeptic. Bertrand Rus-
leU', daughter ;raduallr found out
what Russell himscU began to suspect
at the end 01 hi' 98-)"OarlIIe: that bu-
man prrfecUon may be possible, but it
Is hardly Just around the corner,

"I think· hi realtaed, at the end, thal
nothing wu as utional and simple IS
ae had thouehl"

Quiet words from I quirt woman.
But one aenses painful years Inr,I\'en
If not fO!"loU•••.
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( 5) My Father, Bertrand Russell, by Katharine Tait, from the Book Review Section, p. 16,(4/25/76), with thanks to HARRY RUJA, Los Angeles Times

Expurgatory Paean to Bertrand Russell
BY KElTH S. fELTON

MY FATHER BERTRAND RUSSELL by Katharille'iIgit
(Harcourt Brae. Jovanovich, $8.95).

"']t is very difficuU,' my father 01IC6 told me, !pr,eteful:
Ing to an enwtion you don't feel aU the time; Even 'wheii
I am half asleep I have to show affection. I cannot relilZtor a moment.' II

-Bertrand Rus~ell to hlsda~llht.~
. \' ,-

This book bears weighty testament to the notlon
that If you look between the lines ofa personal biogra-
phy, you wlJl find an autobiography.' Katherlne Talt's
skJllfully written account of her life as the daughter of
Lord &rtran~.R.S., a.M., ThIrd Earl Russell
and uiijiafaJlerea201li-Cimtury philosopher, Is a knife
which makes an Incision into a long-passed life. It Is
the story of a well-to-do and worldly thinker, his
wives, his lovers, his children; but what Is exposed {or
surgical attendance by this biographer Is a good.Icok
at her own life. . .•..

Tait shares with us-rrrucn aoout ner experiences wun
her father-often in the form of anecdote, frequently
In the fashion of exposition of his .famous views on
education and his adherence to rationalism. But much
more than any episodic memory ofa famous man, this
Is a chart of a daughter's trials in the tripartite under-
dog roles oC child. female andservantto a genlus-fath,
er's theories. Katharine Russell Talt's story is binding
and literate, but it is also bitter and pervasively sad ..

Though she claims not to have worshiped her father
'In any unqualilied sense, there Is a strange thread that
I'UI}S, sub rosa, through the author's narrative and It

: can' only be called filial resentment. Rather than
emerging as some full- blown lifelong gripe, however, it
is transmogrified Into a sort of·feminist stance, and as
such; Talt develops a theme Which can be acceptably
p~n'ln her story. This is the tale of the .trials of the
women in the Russell farnllles-{;hlefly' the philoso-
pher} ~oli; wives and the author herself.,-agalnst the
pverpowerlng figures of the males they contended
with, most notably of whom were Russell himself and
the favored son John, born after Katharine and Iollow-
log a trip.their parents made to ChIn3.· .
.; In -vtew of Lord Russell's long IIbertlnlsm, and espe-
dally In view of his choices of women (feminism was
always ,a key to his interest In women); It may seem
col;ltradictorr to feel from his daughtec this muted
senseot daughterly disparagei:nent.' Butthese plalntlve
croSS-sections of the Dominant Male Russell are only
resonators. really, of the great man's own tum.of-the-
century philosophical paradox. Raised In as puritanical
an environment as anyone in England, he grew out of
this, with his first marriage, and Into the spirited dis- .
senter Who was a liberal clarion from Verdun to Viet-
nam.

Indeed, Mrs .. 'I'ait's love was never blind love at all;
thJs she makes certain. But there are moments, even In
ner expressions of virulent dissatisfaction with her
father, .when the reader is sure that the Russell family

\/endency to paradox was passed on: Love of and hate
;or the giver of liIe can sometimes abide so passionate,
iy and for so long In one's offspring. ." .
. These themes-c-ot women versus men.. and Idealism
VerEUSpragmatism-are keenly noted in Tait'schapter
on Beacon Hill. Describing her childhood education at
this institution, the Russell family's private free school.
the author says, "We were freaks and never knew It.
because we lived protected. from the world." Fearful
that some might attribute the school to her mother's
efforts alone, after her father's Interest in it failed, she
speaks of her parents' equal involvement in its charter
in such a way almost as to exonerate her mother for
any untoward blame. ..

Far from a 'free" school for young Katharine, she
seemed hemmed In: "I remember (a brightand sunny
hall) as a place of desolation. I remember standing in.
the middle of the polished floor, 'surrounded by space
and dark woodwork, not knowing which way to go ?r
what to do, having no belonging place.inall that vast
building." It makes her all the more seem to the reader
that she was a child lost in the cavern of her father's
will.

Whatever awkwardness in inspiriting a free educa
tion, the family togetherness remained a powerfu
force in the Russell household, and Katharine's Iathei
was to be a part of her life for many years. During thr
period preceding World War Il, her parents' mutual af·
-Iection died, and Russell's teaching brought him to thE
United States, and to a lectureship at UCLA.. Ane
somewhere in this transmigration, Katharine Russet
implanted her spirit in American soil. A further period,
in Pennsylvania and at Radcliffe College, seemed tc
cement.tn Mrs. Tait a sense of belonging more in har-
mony with this country than with England. But 8
more powerful force for her was destined to provide
direction for the future: She underwent a conversion
toward a most un-Russellian concept-a living God.
This inspiration became a deity so important to Mrs.
Tait and her husband that they' IeltJt "should lay
claim to the whole of our lives. though we were not
quite sure how to offer them to Him." .

In facing the blank page to begin-her record of her
father, :,1::":;. Tait tells us that the praises have stepped
aside In favor of the "buts" and "complaints." TheS
come out in her book, spoken as a sigh. but they art
gale-forced in old, deeply felt, apparently 10ng-wi~
held feeling. This remembrance is a paean, but It .1

also movingly and subtly a daughter's expressive eJI
purgation; and using the public form of this boox
seems somehow to have provided a necessary part Of
the later growth of this once-celebrity-shadowed chU~ .
Mrs. Tai] ISto be commended for her candor, and ew-
couraged to delve deeper into her father; it feels fro""
her writing to be a self-search of the most e~gent kin d .

FeUoil i.l iI'lOCaljfee:laiue ivHter.· I ,; •• ' .•.••

BOOK REVIEWS

16l Cambridge Essays, 1888-99, reviewed in The Listener (1/26/84). Thank you, HARRY RUJA. The book has also been
reViewed by Sidney Hook (RSN41-25I and Justin Leiber (RSN42-1B). John Watling's reView is on the next page.
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Russell's
beginnings

('''",h'"/~t' "'.llll'l, 1888.1,i1,i,
III Ilt-rrralld I{u"rll
"'\1 nlil.'\J hy I\ellllelh Illackwell
,\Ilt-II alld Ullwin {-1M

1hrou~hllul hi, life, Ikllralld Rus'Cll h~arded
hi, lllallusnip", hUI nOI wirhou: SOllie selcrtiOll,
'1 "0 Years before hi, de arh he sold movr of
Ihelll, I{uperr Cra",hay.Wi·lIialll\ noln in
H ,,,,,11 H"I1I~mhrr~d that t hcy fe'rhed hundreds
nf 111,H"alld, of pounds. II' is 110.11bou], Ihal
rneal, Ihal Ru\\ell did d"'"11\ some Ihill~',
'II"",,,, 01 e\lrelllely purple pa\s;j~C\ IwrillclI] in
I", carl, 1"CI1Iic,', lhc IlIanu',',ipl' "CIII to
\1,,\la'ICI Uni'e"il)', Callada. "here the <'<,lIl'\:'
1'\111h:" been hlllllflu nc ar er L'lHlIplclion b)' fur.
t h c r pur ch avc-, . I:.JiIIH, al Isk\"'\ler, "i'h the
IIdl' \If all IIl1erllaliollal huar d , now plan ~X
\(dUlllr" nf lhu'lc of nu.\\cll\ •.•hurter papl't\
u..u :1\ r:IC (Jjr()n rUI u , 'r ccur d hi') own
11I""~i.I\', bill Ollllllllig Ic u cr s . The lcuer roilc-:.
non " "lid i<> be '101 )el ron,plcle elHlllXh lor
plli'IIe':" '''" 10 he~in, Vohline, 1 wo 10 T" clve of
Ihne pal'eri ",II coru ain his "rilillXs on
pllilo'"pll), ill"lulhIlX IhelHeli,',lI elhi,'S, Inlt;1."
"lid IlIa,hmIJI"'\. 1111" the le'l will go h,\
V.lllltl~~\ 011 all olhcr IOfH.\, intrrq;lIiollal re!a
11\111\, hl\llll~. p\)IJlII..:al IhrUT>. ,r1I~jOIl, C\.hJI.:,a.
lhlll ;11III l'r;h·IH ..~t1 cIIlI"'·". \'U\1l1J1C OIIC, 11o",

r'1I1111\IICd ;ulli ('lIli,lcJ (·un,hrlllJ..'I' I~Hun, cou
1.1111\ Ill\ 'hurln H rlllfl~\ ul all kind , t)('lorc
J HIJ'J, CIi.Cpt JIll ~1I1C' ~rlllJp 01 'lit' r'1pcn on

l'('lllllt'Uy Iholllolhi /litHe \uil<lhk 10 \'UIUrlll'.J \~ I 1

I Ill' I\:II'll 1 II' .(ulnl""I!:1' I IIUI \ ar e 01 lour
"lIdl I here ar c \"0 \I'L"er Jlar,,',. l hc carlit."
\f':lIll1ill~ 'he ycar ill "Ilidl he he.'anle /6, w a s
1'1"1<\'1<11 b; Ihc uvc of t hc (;Ied alphabel alld
t lr c IIl'auill~ '(;Ie,k !:\elci\cs'; t hc lat cr , w rut cn
lI,alllil 1"0 j'ea" alien-aId, bUI "ilh lery
'f',Haule' ellll;es JUIIIIH Ihree 101h'''i1l8 )ear; at
( ""illJ,dge, hJd a cla\p ,";Ih lu,'~ alld ~C),
l hc rc " " "'" 01 "lIU) e\\a)I, a fe" Ir orn Ill,

p,cpa"1I1011 lur th c I,illil)' CoilcHe S<:holarship
";lIIIIIlJlioll and man)' fro/.. hi, wor k for the
pllll"'<lphy IIiI'm.! here Me papers read 10 the
(:lfllbIIJy.e d'\L'u.\\ioll 'o •.:iel y, th e '\po'IIc"
1,11:111), thcr e arc papclI "Iillell dUllng h"
~raduale w or k , and publ;shed "ad, ;Iemmillg
110111il Some of 1111\'I."onrelll' Cl."lrllomil"s and
I'uhl;"', lor Russell he,ilaled l>cl"een politin
nll~ Ihe philo,Orh)' of malhernal;o for' hi,
resealrh, bUI nlOII i\ 011 the nalurc 01 geomelr)',

II"" IIIUL'i, of t his lIIalerial hal' t'een publi\heJ
belol.·' rairly eXlensile "l'leclioll; Ir orn Ihe
(i"'e~ !:.\erL·i,e, "ele included ill .\fy
l'htlt)\(I('h'l'ul /)e"~/uptllenl alld in Ihe
aUlob,,;gl.aphy, None 01 Ihe \Iud)' <Sla)'s ,ee/ll
III hale seen Ihe Iighl of day' before, ku\~eil.
appalCllrly, indl'ued SOllle uflh~ I<:hool euays
III "" ';1,1) urafl or hi\ aUlobiography bUI
Jdt'!cd '''{'HI lain, anJ Alan \\'ooJ nrver (ar-

11"'11fIlII ,I pIal! 10 11\(' Ihe pJ,,Jo\np}IY C"\\d)\ III'"
\llId} "' kU\\r1I', 1'11110\('1'11)', O"e o'the papers
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RU15dl: C'ducIIC'd 10 be Prime Mlnlllcf

r cad III the Apostles appears in Why I ...Im NUl U
Chrulion. Of the papers arising from his
~raduale work , the mOSI subslanlial are IV'o

arlide; reprinled from philosophical journals,
no manuscriplS having surviVed, some arc
reViews, and some are drafts from his fellow;hip
diHemalion on gcornelry"

lk1ides the main malcrial, there are IWo
appcndi,'C1 of considerable interest. One
includes Very comJX/ent newspaper reports of a
series of lectures on aeometry Russell gave at
BrYII Mawr Colkge in 1896. The other is a
reading lisl covering the Whole of RUHell's t wen-
t ie v. II was made in a note·book with the prinled
he"dinj( 'Whar Shall I Read]' but is thoughr by
Ihe edilors 10 be a Iisl of boobaclually read by
I{lII'C1l and. in the lru er 01 the years , hi; wife
AI)'I, Many of the one-wor d commenlS he made
al the lime hal'e been Ileavily obliteralcd by
I{llHell, efficierllly enough nearly alway; to
dc/cal ruodcr n mel hods of rcsloralion. The
g cncru] and textual notes, the chronologkaJ
illlormadon and the bibliographies arc copious
and Illcticulou;.

One e,~':eplion 10 tha; is worth noting , The
edilOl; Should, I think, have indicated thai rhe
view thai Kanl was unaware of rhe possibililY of
non,[ucliJean geometry, held in the 19th cen-
tur y and, if the report of the Bryn Mawr 1e<:lUrC1
i, accur are , stJared b)' Russell, has been SUbslan.
tially undermined by GOllfried Marlin in his
book Kant's A{rlophysicr and Iht Theory of
Scitna. Martin shows thai Saccheri, one of the
e;" lies: inlcsligalors of the consequences of
denying EUclid's axiom of parallels, was in Com-
munication Wilh Kant. Mallin argues that
Kanl'; theory was deve!opoed in the Iighl (If the
belief t hat a non·Euciidean geometry Could be
t1C1'e!oped, not in ijnoran'e of.the pOssibililY.
CCI/ainly, that accords wi!hKant's theory iUelf.
which allows lhal such acomClriC1 would nOI be
self,ontradiGory, IO-hilc:offering an e~planalion
of why Ihey cannot possibly be true. Russell
himloflf largely ignored Kant's insis'ellce on the
synlhelic l'haracler 'or the BeoOlCtrical axioms;
why he suppOsed the devclopmenl of nun.
EUclidean lleomClries 10 refute Kalil" belief in
Ihe ne.;cssily 01 Euclid is not e~plicit in Ihese
papers, I{u\sell\; own purpose 'oN<U to vindicale
l\anl'S "pproach, as far as he thouaht il fea'ible,
by idelllil)'illga common ba5is to both Euclid
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and non-Eu-lid and showmg Ihal 10 hl' kno"" II
priori.

FuJlcr in(orrllot;oll would h:1\"r ht.'C'r,1 Wt'll.'lltllc'

in U OOCe- 10 rhe St't,.'UIHJ (heck 1:.'H~·rl·I'{'. t 'a/l lilt,

aUlhor of an article ill The N,nt'II'~/lth Crritur ,
really have Suuelled vcxuu] pa\\illll, a Ijn~e (>!

melancholy arid a de\ire 10 commii \Uirilk ;1\

Common characlerislics den()lill~ both xellill'
and madness? Mustn '] Ihe young I{U.I.lell hall'
been mj;inlerpreting him?

This is a volume for the biograpl'l'r. 1101 Ihe
philosopher. The study essays are OCelk1l1
pieces of work bUI provide lillie illuminalioll I,
is hardly 10 be e~pccled that they should, Wh:u
Ismore, they come too' early in his sludies III
throw light upon his philosophiral developlnelll
Taken together with the edilors' accoum of the
lectures Russell followed during his )'1':11"

Course for Part Two of the philosophy tr ipos ,
they reveal the Iimilalions of that course ", a
grounding ill philosophy. There was nothing or:
logic, 10 which Russell made his major conuihu
lions,

In the flr st diary we find him, in ralher (1)'111'
pian 'sly)e, allemplillil 10 reconcile relig inn alld
science with the hrpoihcsis rhat God illllilull'd
the laws science discovers, concerned abOUI Ihe
problems posed by man's Cree will and 1."011.
sciousness , and conilralUlalillg himself upon Ihe
perfe<:lion of his eduralioll, In some ways, th at
educalion was less than perf ecr , To contr aver i

his grandmother's adherence 10 conscience
rather than utility as ~ guide 10 cond UCI, lie
argues that conscience is a product of eduralion
'as for e~ample common Irishmen do ;101 con.
sid~r lying wrong'. The consciences of
polit'hans, and Russell was brought up among
poli;;cla'lS, allow Jhem 10 lie more freely thau
the consciences of common Irishmen have ever
done, a fact which an eduealion for t he role of
Prime Minisler, which Russell's was. oug lu sur c..
Iy 10 have impun ed. The diaries have SOllie, alur
in corre<:ling error; in the aUlobiography, I PI
example, the locked diary contains no aCCOllnl
of his grandlllolher's rearlions 10 his wi;h III
marry Alys, as Russell says il did; yer there nr e,
apparenlly, no pages removed, However, the
e~pcclatiol1S raised by the lIJeaSlires laken 10
ensure their privacy arc unfulfilled, They' pro.
vide a very pale shadow of the story told in Ihe
aUloblography

There is much interes] in many of rhe se
Wrilings, in others, Very lillie, Thai is inevilahle
in a publiralion of this kind, which Russell's
sian ding as a major figure in many fields
demands. Ii is in the Iaier volumes that the
inrerC11 will come.
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(7) It's back I After being out of print for several
years, our favorite photo of BR -- taken in 1959 >
by Philippe Halsman -- is once again available
on a postcard, SI for the first one, 75¢ each
for more ordered at the same time. Postpaid.

FOR SALE

(B) 16-Year Index at BRS Newsletters, 1974-1989, Issues 1-64, 43 pages, 2379 entries. Buy it from the newsletter,
S7 postpaid (within the USA). Or borrow it from the BRS Library, S2 postage (within the USA). Addresses onPage 1.

(9) Members' statione~. 8 1/2 x 11, White. Across the top. "The good life is one inspired by love and guided by
knOWledge.' Bertrand Russell" On the bottoll,""Motto of The Bertrand Russell Society, Inc." New reduced USA
price, S5 for 90 sheets, postpaid. Canada & Mexico still S6. Order from the newsletter, address on Page 1.

CHURCH/STATE SEPARATION

(10) Ophelia Hoopes reminds us -- with an article from Church « State (March 1990) __ that England, despite its
many great merits as a democracy, still has an official state religion. Here is an excerpt,

Nowhere else in Europe does a religion by law established enjoy anYthing like the privileges the Church of
England enjoys here: A totalitarian regime Wishing to indoctrinate the population with its beliefs could
hardly ask for acre, favored time on radio and teleVision, a guaranteed unique role in the law and
constitution, reserved places in the upper House of Parliament, the exclusive religion of the head of
state, a special protected status in the school curriculum, the right to the leading role on occasions ofnational solemnity, and a vast tax-free income.

Clifford Langley, religion writer,
The Times of London
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OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
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(11) AHA -- the American Humanist Association -- chose Ted Turner as its 1990 Humanist of the Year. Turner
~epted the award on April 27th, at AHA's 49th Annual Conference, in Orlando. (We were there.)

An excellent article in The Humanist (Nov/Dec 89) tells the remarkable Turner story in a few pages. Here is
one excerpt.

In a speech to the Hollywood Radio and Television Society this past Spring [19891, he exorted the 990
industry executives in attendance to "stand up, get off your knees, and go to work instead of spending all
your tille praying." He then unveiled his ten "voluntary initiatives" -- a humanistic alternative to the
"obsolete" Ten COlllllandments.(see below)

WARREN SMITH says Turner "fearlessly told Dall~s broadcasters that he'd like to see his Ten Voluntary
Initiat!ves replace the Ten COllllllandments."

We think Turner is a great choice. We also think you'11 find the Turner article in The Humanist worthreading.

Here are Turner's Ten.

TURNER'S "VOLUNTARY INITIATIVES"
1. I promise to have love and respect for the planet earth and living things thereon,

especially my fellow species-humankind.
2. I promise to treat all persons everywhere with dignity, respect, and friendliness.
3. I promise to have no more than two children, or no more than my nation suggests.
4. I promise to use my best efforts to save what is left of our natural world in its

untouched state and to restore damaged or destroyed areas where practical.
5. I pledge to use as little nonrenewable resources as possible.
6. I pledge to use as little toxic chemicals, pesticides, and other poisons as possible

and to work for their reduction by others.
7. I promise to contribute to those less fortunate than myself, to help them become

self-sufficient and enjoy the benefits of a decent life, including clean air and
water, adequate food and health care, housing, education, and individual rights.

8. I reject the use of force, in particular military force, and back United Nations
arbitration of international disputes.

9. I support the total elimination of all nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons
of mass destruction.

10. I support the United Nations and its efforts to collectively improve the condi-
tions of the planet.

(12) HECLC -- the National Emergency Civil Liberties Committee -- devotes almost the entire issue of its
pUblication, Rights (Harch-April 1990) to remembering Leonard BOUdin, a great civil rights attorney. This
issue can be borrowed from the BRS Library (address on Page 1, bottom)

(13) Society tor the Right to Die cites an article by Columnist Jane Bryant Quinn, of the Washington Post,
headlined A LIVING WILL IS THE BEST WAY TO AVOID SPENDING LAST DAYS ATTACHED TO A TUBE. The Society's own
letter says it has been fighting "monstrous abuses of medical technology ...where a family is forced to stand
by helplessly as a loved one is connected to a machine that does nothing more than prolong dying." "In many
cases patients are held captive to unwanted treataent because they have not put their wishes in writing. The
solution is to aake out a document called a Living Will, that allows you to describe the kind of treatment you
do and do not want." Quinn says you can get the appropriate documents free by sending a self-addressed staaped
envelope to the Society at 250 W. 57th St., NY NY 10107.
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ABOUT BERTRAND RUSSEU.

(14) David Horowitz" Director of The Bertrand Rusell Peace Foundation, 1964-1967, writes as follows ...in Ramparts(April 1970).,.with thanks to Al Seckel.

Bertrand Russell:
TIle Final Passion

TO\ •• ,\HDS THE: [."JU OF his life. Bertrand Russell spent

most of his time in Plas Penrhyn. Wales. in an ample
but not opulent house set high on a cliff. with a
spccrarular VICW of the Glaslyn estuary below. He

rurue down to London rarely. the wearying six-hour rr ip and
the Dank urhan climate presenting hardships he could risk
less and less <is lime wen! on. Because of an intestinal kink, and
the Ina<hllsabJlity of an operation at his advanced age. he was
alr eadc hvmg on a wholly liquid diet. which h. roguishly
supptcrnenred with seven Red Hackie scotches a day.

I mel Lord Russell on one of the increasingly rare occasions
v. hen he was spending a few months in London 10 his Chelsea
n"t It was on a crisply clear day early in the fall of 1964, and
I rernernber feeling anxiety and agirauon as I searched out
the number I had been given among a row of indistinguishable
and modes! red brick houses. A compulsive early arr iver , I
•••..alk ed around the block several times after locating his Rat
In the hopes that others would have arrived by the time I got
there. and I c-ould slip in unnoticed. Finally. I knocked weakly
on the door.

It was opened by a diminutive. incredibly frail and fragile.
lookmg v hue-haired old man. A mixture of feelings came up
II~e a blush -ilWC. hurmln y. adrrur ation. and most of all. a
sense of un hrtdgeu hie distance. He smiled. amused at my
con lusron but also so warm and friendly that he had already
overcome the worst of it. although I never did manage to
conquer Ih"t sense of being where Ididn't belong. of not being
r ernorclv capable of stepping across that awesome gap-a
gap created b) IIm<. by culture and by forces of history that I
could only dlml~ imagine.

I followed Lord Russell's slow steps down the corridor. past
the pcrtr au s of hIS ancesrors : Lord John Russell, his grand-
furher , ...••.ho CIS Prime Minister presided over the famous
Refor m 10,·1 of 1832: William Russell. who. as h. pointed
out later wuh ij puckish twinkle in his eye. had opposed
author uv and had his head cut off. The short walk was ob-
vroustv a great burden on him, and it alerted a Bellowesque
guil: in me. ("Je'us, Lord Russell. you didn't hay. to com. all
the Wi.l) 10 the door just for me.")

Liller. when I gal used to Russell and his routine. I was
to r cauze that these elfofls-lhe arduous trek down that short
hUI seemingly endless hall, the pouring of tea for everyone
from what appeared more a cauldron than 8 teapot In those
frail. bon)' hands e-wer e. for him. part of a fierce struggle
against the L.lillng of the life force. against time which had not
be •.•ten him o cer all the gener.utons , although II had beaten
dov n those he had k nc ...••.n. loved and fought. {" beisrve." he
had wr uren, "Ltsat wltt'n I die situ II rot and nOfhin6.PJ 11/)' ego

will survive, lam not .l"0unx and I love lite hUI I should Scorn

to stnver with terror at (h~ fhouKhf of annihilation, Hunpiness
is nonethetess true happiness because if must come 10an end Nor
do lhouKht and Im't 10Jt their valves because the.\" are no! ever-
las/lng.") On that firs I day, however. after we gOI settled and
began talking, on. thing quickly became clear: the physical
decline was deceptive; the mind which peered out through
those at once sad and twinkling eyes was keen and resilieru.

The gathering which I had come to attend was a meeting of
the members of the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation to
discuss plans for setting up an International War Crimes

Trihunal to investigate America's war in Vietnam. The room
was filled with people who were under thirty, and more likely
under twenty-five-all born after Russell had attained more
than twice [hat age. In [he political acuons in which he engaged
during the last years. il was always thus: we who served him
and laid plans with him always looked at him across a full
lifeurn e. A memoir by Ralph Schoenman, his secretary, cap-
tures it well: "W. are separated by M years. His talk is studded
with Lenin. Victoria, Poincare. Mill. Browning. \A/ilde-
people he knew or disputed. 'How close were you to
Bakunin. Bertie?' 'Not all that close. but then Lwasn't well
acquainted with Methuselah euher.' "

THE MEETING ITSELF was one of those interminably
windy sessions familiar to anyone who has been in
on the organizing of anything. It veered off on a
dozen tangents, all the lime incr easmg for me the

incongruity of the afternoon-the legendary Lord Russell, god-
son of John Stuart Mill, holding court wuh these youthful
activists and entering their circurnarnbularory discussions
about organizational details and structures of the forthcoming
Tribunal. Russell was concerned that the plans should not be
100 grandiose and appear r idiculous In the outcome. One long
digression of the afternoon concerned possible sues for the
Tribunal. and elaborate speculation as 10 whether any govern-
meru would allow it. Russell was heavily inchned to doubt the
will or ability of any officials- Russian. Swiss or Third World
-10 be hospitable 10 a project which they wouldn't control
and which would undoubtedly gel them into hOI water wnh
the United States.

This skepticisrn-c-which turned OUt 10 he simple realisrn->
was a feature of Russell's intellect that W<.ISto Impress me
again and again in the brief period in which J was a director
of the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation. Russell's incapacn)
for illusion-that ingrained sense of doubt which was his
inheritance from the age of Victor ia c- was an essential chatac-

. rerisuc of his being. In a BBC interview on hrs 9.tlh birthd:J~,

RlIs(,C1I hnd been reminded that many of his critics were

c1iliming th.u the youngsters who had followed him in his

nuclear protests were just young and irresponsibte. and that

when they got to he over thirty. they would become conserva-
live and rcspcc rablc and "bandon him, What did he think?

Russell. whose nctions had foreshadowed and inspired the
upsurge of 01<11;<;. protest in the '60'5. replied: "Yes. ih.us
pr obuhly u-ue. "Could I. I would ask myself man)' limes. after
hearing this stor y. put my life ener gies into the potuicul
srr uggle if I did not rcally believe I was helping 10 shape a
future rnnjor ny , if I was not confident of the ultimate triumph
of reason and justice?

There wns on the other side of Russell's profound skepticism,
however. em equally profound romanticism. Among his books
was a whimsical one-sentence work which he had written in
hIS 89,h venr , called "HIStory of the World in Epitome." II
began with a nrc nne of Adam, and Eve and ended with a
photograph of the ruornic bomb. "Since Adam and Eve ale
the apple." read the tex t , "man has never refrained from any
folly of which h. was capable." H. had a passionate love for
this sam. wicked. fclly-r idden creature. man. Some called it

. quixotic but Russell was well aware of the monstrous cruelties
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hi\ passion encompassed. He was like those favored figures of
Shakespeare's imagination. romantic skeptics who, like Ham-
let. wer-e disgusted by the animal in man and the vanity in his
works. yet recognized him as the noblest of creations. It was in
IIH!I uhihry 1O embrace antitheses that the compelling mag.
nt:II~111 of Russell lay. You had in Russell's presence at once
awesome tradition. genius and age. and from the very center
of a!l these humbling radiances. a ninerv-year-old imp who
would puncture the illusion. the pomp and the heroic vision
wuh a deflaring barb. As his old friend Leonard Woolf once
remarked of Russell, "It is very rare 10 be a Socrates and a
Puck al the same time,"

Norhmg was more alien (0 Russell than posturing, and
nothing more devastating to pretension than his own searing
vision: if there is a lesson in hrs life, it is that in the last
analysis, the truly heroic can arise only on the ground of the
relentlessty real.

(II)..IN.HIS 'r O.llfH HE 010 work of importance [n mathematical
logic, bUL his eccentric altitude toward the First World
War revealed a lack of balanced judgment. which
increasingly infected his later writings." So Russell

wrote of himself in a mock obituary which he composed in
1937. BUI this whimsy became, in the eyes of ediror ial writers
in the great Western newspapers, reality. and their abuse of
the political writings and activities of his last years was
unstinting. These culminated in an incredible viciousness
directed against the last great effort of his life-lhe pitting
of his intellect and final energies against the American destruc-
lion of Vietnam.

From the editor ial page of the New York Times, under the
headline "Corpse on Horseback," C. L. Sulzber ger "informed"
readers that Russell had "outlived his own conscious ideas
and [become) clay in ... unscrupulous hands." The tragedy of
the War Crimes Tribunal, Sulzbc:rger continued, "cannot
fairly be laid at the door of the wasted peer whose bodily
endurance outpaced his brain .... " This was wriuen in May
1967. a week before Russell's 95th birthday, when the Tribunal

was in scv.ion. and whtlc Lyndon Johnson was still Prcsidem
of the United St.ucs. h.was wriucn before the rcvcl.uions about
the mnvvu-r cs a t M) Lui lind elsewhere. .md before the great
revulsion ilgilinsl the war which hr ok c forth in rbe massive
Mor.uoriurn dcmonstrauons Even now, however, the con-
sensus of ohituuries on R ussc!l is that Ihis last gesture (referred
10 variously as i1 "mock trial" or the "notorious trial") was
something 10 he nshumed of, a final unfortunate surrender to
the naivete. cn price und inconsistency which char acrer ized his
involvement in social affairs.

Such a-distor uon is easily conjured OUI of Ihe press symbols
of Russell's car eer . To see Russell clearly across the near
(en wry of his life, however, is to comprehend the inner
consistency of his stance, from his resistance to World War I.
through his nuclear protests, to his last defense of Vietnam's
revolutionary pensarus c-this final act, the hardest, the most
courageous, the most important gesture of them all. .

RSSELl'S VERY FIRST BOOK was a crilical'accounl of
German Marxism (with an appendix by his wife
AIl'S on Marxism and the woman quesuort). His first
venture into politics saw him stand unsuccessfully

as n socialist candidate for Parliament with woman's suffrage
as one of his main planks. In Roads 10 Freedom (918). Russell
outlined 8 program of guild socialism and laid down the two
principles of reform in international relations which became
the all-consuming cause of the last decade and a half of his
life: "First. the avoidance of wars, and, second, the prevention
of the oppression of weak nations by strong ones:'

It was the Practice and Theor y 0/ Bolshevism (1920), written
on hrs trcturn from a trip to revolutionary Russia where he
met Lenin and Trotsky, that established Russell's reputation
as an ear ly anti-communist. What he had written about this

crisis in world history, however, was something quite different
from what his reputation as a "liberal anti-communist" might
suggest. '" believe," Russell declared at the outset. "that
Socialism is necessary to the world, and believe that the heroism
of Russia has fired men's hopes in 8 way which was essential
(0 the reahzarion or Socialism in the future. Regarded as a
splendid attempt. without which ultimate success would have

been very improbable, Bolshevism deserves the gratitude and
admiration of all the progressive part of mankind."

It was the method by which the Bolsheviks were attempting
to establish Socialism that caused Russell's doubts. Whal he
reacted to mOSI negatively in this "method" was its fanatical
intolerance and its welcoming of class war and its hatreds
which the counter-revolution had, he conceded, made neces-
sary. With the advent of Stalin came the insritutionahzation
of the worst elements and tendencies in Bolshevism as he had
witnessed them in 1920. It was only after Stalin's death, and
the subsequent changes in Soviet policy. that Russell's view of
Russian Communism became less censorius In this he was
greatly influenced, as were many other socialists, by the writ-
ings of the Marxist biographer of Trotsky, Isaac Deutscher.
whom he Iater chose to Serve on the War Crimes Tribunal.

Prior to Russell's invitation, Deutscher had not participated
in a political action since the 1930's, when he had been expelled
from the Polish Communist Party (whose entire Central
Committee later perished at Stalin's hanps) for "exaggerating
the dangers of Nazism" and similar Trotskyist sins. De-
nounced as a Mar xis: revolutionary by the right, as a spokes-

man for Wall Street by the CommunislS, and as a Stalinist
apologist by the Trotskyists, Deutscher had lived the last 30
years of his life in political isolation for his principles, a
situation which Russell understood well.

I remember how moved Deutscher was when we brought
him the invitation from Russell, and how deep was the respect
which this classical European Marxist expressed for the English
ernpiricist's life and work. The Russell-Deutscher relationship
subsequently provided one of the most touching and fulfilling •
moments in the Tribunal proceedings. On November 13, 1966,
the Tribunal met for the first time in closed session in London.
Russell appeared and read a brief statement asserting the need
for such a Tribunal "composed of men eminent, not through
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their power, but Ihrough their intellectual and moral contribu-
tion 10 what we optimistically call 'human civilization' ... When
he finished. there was a respectful silence as he turned, and
with his usual slight annoyance at the hands that went out to
help him. began the slow. aching. proud steps that would
take him to the door. I understood the silence-again that
awesome gap between the figure and his audience, though this
was a group considerably closer in age and in distinction than
mosl-but I felt il still and especially inadequate. And then
Deutscher rose and addressed him for all the others, for the
French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre, for the Yugoslav his-
torian Vladimir Dedijer, for the eminent mathematician
Laurent Schwarz and the rest. Deutscher, who orally dictated
hi, epic historical works, had the most literary and finely-
architected speaking style of anyone I have ever heard, and now
his central European accents filled the room as he told Russell
what a magnificent and courageous task he had undertaken,
what a beacon of hope he was 10 the young. what a light to
the oppressed, and what a debt of gratitude was owed 10 him.
The old man nodded, visibly moved, and then turned again
to make hi. slow WIly out.

(III)

E~CH OF THE PRINCIP~L Tribunal figures was, like
Russell, one of those displaced intellects that had
been cast into the twilight zones of politics because
of his commitment to the Enlightenment ideals that

capitalism and imperialism had made impossible, and that
the Stalinist revolutions had betrayed. There was Same. the
President of the Tribunal, who had traveled from Existentialism
to Marxism, but because of his fierce and principled inde-
pendence had been compelled to live a poluical career under
attack from Communists and liberals alike. And there was
Dedijer , the Chairman, 8 thrice wounded Communist partisan,
once one of the four lap leaders in Yugoslavia who had been
cast into internal exile for defending M ilovan Djilas, even
though he did not share Djilas' views.

These men, and most of the other Tribunal members. were
Marxists, it is true, albeit independent ones. Russell's intellec-
tual distance from Marxism, however. has been exaggerated
(on occasion even by himself). Where the basic divergence
really lay was in Russell's stress on psychological factors as
motive forces in history, and even more profoundly in his
skeptical outlook, which was both philosophical and consti-
tutional: "Throughout my life," he wrote in the second
volume of his Autobiographv', "I have longed to feel that
oneness with large bodies of human beings thai is experienced
by the members of enthusiasuc crowds. The longing has often
been strong enough to lead me into self-deception. I have
imagined myself in turn a Liberal, a Socialist. or a Pacifist, bUI
I have never been any of these things, in any profound sense.
Always the skeptical intellect, when I have most wished it
silent, has whispered doubts 10 me, has cut me off from the
facile enthusiasms of others, and has transported me into a
desolate solitude." These lines were written a propos his
anti-war activities during the First World War, when he
worked with "Quakers. non-resisters and Socialists" as an
ally, but not a comrade. He would tell the Quakers that some
war! were justified, and the Socialists that he opposed the
tyranny of the state, and gel suspicious looks from both.

World War I and its aftermath had deepened Russell's
skepticism 10 the point of despair. "The optimist now," he
wrote in 1948, "is the man who thinks il possible to hope that
the world will not get worse; to suppose that it may get better
in an)' near future is scarcely possible except through wilful
blindness." In the two decades that Russell lived after these
words were wr iuen, and especially after the development of
the hydrogen bomb in 1953. he dedicated his political energies
nOI only ro the end that the world should not become a worse
place 10 live, but that it should not cease to be a place to live
altogether. In 1954, he concluded a radio broadcast on the
hydrogen bomb by saying, "I appeal as a human being 10

human beings: remember your humanity, and forget the rest. If
you can do so. the way lies open to a new paradise; if you
cannot, nothing lies before you but universal death." In
1955 he initiated a joint manifesto of scientists from both East
and West (a radical departure for the times) warning against
the dangers of nuclear annihilation. From thai time on he
became the intellectual symbol of the struggle against the bomb.
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In 1957 he launched the Pugwash conferences of East-West
nuclear scientists, which had an important influence on the
subsequent development of the nuclear lest ban, and in 1958
helped to found the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
(CND). which he served as president. In 1960 when the CND
and its Alderrnaston marches were at the height of their
popularity, he resigned as president 10 lead a campaign of
mass civil disobedience under the auspices of a "Committee
of 100." Early in 1961. Russell led a sitdown of 5000 people
at the Ministry of Defense. Later in the year he addressed a
meeting in Hyde Park. which was stopped by the police (the
microphones were removed while he was speaking) because
a permit was lacking. Russell was arraigned with other mem-
bers of the Cornrniuee and was sent to Brixton prison for seven
days. (He had previously spent six months there for his opposi-
tion 10 Worid War I.) This frail eighty-eight-year-old had .
replied with a firm "No I won't" when the magistrate offered
10 exempt him from jail if he pledged himself to good behavior.
when the sentence was pronounced, cries of protest went up
from the onlookers. This gesture of concern 'wounded the old
man's pride. "It angered me," he said. '" knew that it was well
meant. but I had deliberately incurred the punishment and. in
any case, I could not see that age had anything to do with
guilt. If anything. it made me the more guilty. The Magistrate
seemed 10 me nearer the mark in observing that, from his
point of view, I was 'old enough to know better ."

In October 1962. the Cuban missile crisis brought mankind
10 the brink of the disaster that Russell had fought so long. The
crisis over America's former neo-colonial dependency, coupled
with the steady escalation of U.S. intervention in Indo-China,
brought 10 a climax a change in Russell's sense of the priorities
involved in mankind's survival. In many ways this change
represented a return for him to his perspective when he first
raised hIS voice In rebellion during the 1914 War which. he
no led wrily on his 90th birthday that year, had been the war
to end peace.

Nineteen-fourteen marked for him a dividing line not only
between eras, but between worlds. A phrase in a diary note he
set down a week before his birthday in 1950 expresses the al-
most preternatural significance of thai date for him. Writing
of the marital difficulties of his children he says: "They were
born after 1914, and are therefore incapable of happiness."

DURING THE. YEARS Of his opposition to the First
Wor ld \\',H and his consequent isolation, there was
one figure who stood out above all the rest in
Russell's admiration and foreshadowed his own

future course. E. D. Morel was a liberal crusader against the
atrocities being committed by white Europeans in Africa, par-
ucularly the Belgian Congo, and was the founder of the
Congo Reform Association. A major theme of Morel's work
was that the bestiality, v iolence and aggression of European
imperialism in Africa had come home to roost in the European
conflict. For this, he was (in Russell's words) "more than any
other opponent of the war ... attacked by politicians and the
press," and was eventually thrown in jail, where "he suffered
an injury to his health from which he never recovered," dying
in 1922.

Russell himself recognized the economic,. as well as the
moral and political interaction between imperialism and the
World War. and in 1934 finished his book Freedom and Organi-
zation with the following.admonition: "The same causes that
produced war in 1914 are still operative. and. unless checked
by international control of investment and of raw material.
they will inevitably produce the same effect, bur on a larger
scale. It is not by pacifist sentiment, but by world-wide eco-
nomic organization, that civilized mankind is to be saved
from collective suicide."

For a considerable period, coinciding with the early Cold
War, Russell had thought thaI Stalin's tyranny was taking an
expansionist turn, patterned on the Napoleonic episode after
the French Revolution. Since the mid-fifties, however, like
many others. he had changed his views and recognized the essen-
tic.! conservatism of Stalin's foreign policy. Nuclear weapons
had made the ambition of global empire a possibility, but il
was the "free world" empire of the United States. with its thou-
sands of overseas bases. and property rights to most of the
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world's natural resources, that was expanding across corui-
nerus and oceans, intervening in underdeveloped countries
and raising threats to world peace. "As my researches into the
origins and circumstances or the war in Vietnam showed, the
United Stutes was embarking upon military adventures which
increasingly replaced war with Russia as the chid threat to
the wor ld. The fanaticism of America's anti-Communism,
combined with its constant search for markets and raw
materials, made it impossible for any serious neutral to regard
America and Russia as equally dangerous to the world." So
Russell wrote at the end of volume three of his Autobiography,
adding tha t , "For people in the West, this was most difficult
to admit, and again I experienced the silence or opposition of
those who had come 10 accept my views of the previous decade."

There is a comrol in these words, a suppression of personal
bitterness and pain wholly characterisnc of the man, which
g.ve s no hint of the vicious weapons of attack that were
wielded nga mst him in his last years, the wounds he suffered, or
the anguuh of the bailie he fought. Even now, one can only
guess at their measure. To attend the: press conference announc-
ing the War Crimes Tribunal, for example, Russell, now a few
months shy of ninety-five, undertook the long trip to London
in the dead of winter. Caxton Hall, where the conference was
held, has a Winding staircase which must have seemed inter-
minable to the old man as he mounted them at snail's pace

[HIS 95TH aIRTHDAY]

to confront the glaring inquisitorial k lieglights and the
hatchet faces of the world's press jammed in intimidating, hos-
tile numbers in the inadequate room. For his attempt to lend
an aged hand to the Vietnamese, the most distinguished living
philosopher in the West was featured in the august New York
Times Magazine, which described his entry thus: "A stir, a
bustle, a craning of necks; he comes! He comes? Say rather,
without disrespect. it comes.. The man who has now
become the holiest relic the international left possesses is to
be unwrapped and shown 10 the populace."

ITWAS NOT ONLY the West that dealt blows (a Russell
at this hour. Because it was independent and because
the uncompromising terms of its mandate would make
cooperation with the United States more difficult, the

Communist countries had disapproved of the Tribunal from·
the outset. By their silence, the Soviet and East European press
assured a minimal awareness of the Tribunal's findings in the
white sectors of the world where that awareness was needed
most."

From its inception, the Tribunal had had no real base of
support, beyond the agreement of the Vietnamese to cooperate.
The money to finance its S200,000 costs came almost entirely
from Russell himself, who had only a modest annual income
from books. As a young man he had given away his inheritance,
and the controversies which arose over his anti-war activities
and liberated views On sex made university appointments
scarce. Readers of the Autobiography know what a struggle it
was for him for decades to live on royalties from his books, so
that it was a poignant and touching irony that when the ad-
vances on the Autobiography brought him a srnall fortune for
the second time in his life, he gave it all to the War Crimes
Tribunal.

11 is difficult to know how deeply the unscrupulous reporting
of the prestige press in the West, along with the lack of
immediate success of the Tribunal, affected Russell. His 95th
birthday look place just after the first Tribunal session. In
contrast to his 90th, where an orchestra had played in his
honor and he had been toasted by lords, ladies, old distin-
guished friends and celebrated intellects, this one saw him
once again isolated, probably more than he had ever been. The
Tribunal had deprived him of being regarded affectionately
as a remarkable antique from the Victorian era, to be ironed
out for annual celebrations. He had done something that old
men aren't supposed to do: he had rebelled against the
respectability his age and achievements guaranteed him. As a
younger man, he had raised his voice against the bourgeois
morality that stifled sex. and now he protested against the
morality that sanctified official murder.

THE BATTLE WHICH RUSSELL had chosen to enter in his
last years was infinitely bloodier and dirtier than the
previous ones he had come through so well. In part
this was in the nature of the contest. It was as though

a revered prince of the Philistines had taken his stance by the
side of David and slung verbal thunderbolts at the giant. To
oppose in its own citadel white western civilization. to take
up the cause of the niggers of the earth, to loy the finger of
blame on the technological Goliath, the "last best hope" of
liberal democracy, as it c ommiued mass murder in the rice
paddies of Southeast Asia s-this was to court devastation. And
thus, the media of the Western world entered a loose con-
spiracy to take revenge against Russell by portraying him
as a senescent. bird-like and wrinkled creature who should
have done himself the favor of dying when his reputation as a
humanist and philosopher was unsullied by such follies as

• A 65()..page account of the proceedings of the Tribunal, called
Against 11Il' Crime o[ Silence, is available for S5,75 from O'Hare:
Books. 10 Bartley Road. Flanders. New Jersey 07836.

intruding in global politics on the side of the weak and
oppressed.

But there was another more personal cross which Russell
had to bear into the conflict. In his last triumphant battle as
the head and inspirer of the Committee of 100, he had stood
forth as advocate and antagonist and led his troops in his
own person into the fray. Between then and the Tribunal the
body had begun to give up. No longer could he speak ex-
temporaneously before the public: the eyes had weakened, and



Page 12 Russell Society News, No. 66 Hay 1990

read only with immense effort under the television lights; the
voice was thinner and seemed at times ready to disappear
forever; the dignified stride had collapsed into an unseemly
shuffle; and the Iace often became slack, giving a false irn-
pression of vacuuy that the incornparnbly quick mind still
hurning inside must have found especially painful to hear.

History has already vindicated the puhlic acts of Lord
Russell's last years: the historical record will show that the
War Crimes Trihunal-Ihe climax of what began as a lonely
crusade-correclly characterized and identified a war of
atrocity, a war conducted 10 maintain imperial dominance in
Southeast Asia. a war representing the archetypal conflict of
the age and the chief threat to mankind's future survival. But
history will not show the inner struggle of the man who
initiated this Trihunal. It will not record the triumph of an
heroic will that could nOI hear the cry of suffering without
attempting to answer, or the passionate COncern for human
survival that moved an old man 10 put himself in an inter-
nauonal pillory before the greatest power in the world as the
defender of a peasant people and lis struggle 10 be free.

For rnost , lord Russell will be remembered as the great

mathematician and philosopher. the man whose life encorn-
passed the transition from Victorianism to the modern
world. the friend of men as various as Alfred North Whitehead
and D. H. Lawrence. But for me, the image was formed on that
first day in Chelsea: the arduous shuffle. Ihe pixy smile, the
briule bowed movements. the kind. wise face which hid the
anguish of its own struggle.

To have known him rs always 10 be humbled by the courage.
the immense guts of the old man. and the sustaining calm of
the inner vision: "An individual human existence should be
like a river," he had written, "-small at first. narrowly con-
fined within its banks, and rushing passionalely past boulders
and over waterfalls. Gradually the river grows wider. the banks
recede. the waters flow more quietly. and in the end, without
any visible break. they become merged in the sea. and painlessly
Jose their individual being. The man who, in old age. can see
his life in this way, will not suffer from the fear of death, since
the things he cares for will continue. I should WIsh to die
while still at work, knowing that others will tarry on what I
can no longer do, and content in the thought that what was
possible has been done."

PROHOTlNG BR & THE BRS

(15) Newspaper story.
the Times Hirror
Homing Call,
classified ad in
in Coopersburg.

An enterprising staff writer for
newspaper in Allentown, PA, The

noticed that the small BRS
The Nation said we were located

Coopersburg is a town in the region covered by his
newspaper, so he decided to investigate. First, he
sent us a postcard, asking for information about
the BRS, which is what our ad inVites people to
do. After a While, he phoned for an interview, and
got one. Later he sent a photographer.

The final result was a surprisingly big story in
The Homing Call (4/5/90). We show it here greatly
reduced, to indicate the prominence it was given;
there couldn't have been much real news that day.
As shown here, it's much too small to read; if you
just can't stand not knOWing what was in it, you
may borrow it from the RS Library. We're pleased
to report that the story succeeded in bringing in
inquiries and new members.

NEWS ABOUT HEHBERS

(16) John Lenz, BRS VP, who told us about his Fulbright year in Greece and Turkey, in RSN64-16, now tells us about
his new job, his first. "I aJIhappy to report that I will be a Visiting Instructor, (and soon to be an
Assistant Professor) in Classics, at Union College in Schenectady, NY. It's a nice old campus, graced by a
statue of an aIuanue , Chester Arthur." (Vice-President Arthur became President Arthur when President Garfieldwas assassinated, in 1881. We looked it up.)
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OBITUARIES

(17) Helen Page -- BRS Hember and wife of BRS Director, Frank Page -- died on 11/25/89. We offer Frank oursympathy.

(18) Willard S. Sellars is honored in death by some ot his philosopher-colleagues ...in a Letter to the Editor in
The New York Times (8/15/89). He is the third distinguished philosopher to have died last summer; the other
two were Sidney Hook and A.J. Ayers. (Thank you, STEVE REINHARDT.)

A Philosopher Who Shattered Our Complacency
To the Editor: IJ£IT 08'/<J -89 I Ernst Cassirer Lectures at Yale and

. the Paul Carus Lectures.Wilfrid S. Sellars (obituary, July
6) revolutionized both the content He was president of the American,
and the method of philosophy In the Philosophical Association, Eastern
United States. division. Professor Sellars's 75th

Along with W. V. O. QUine, Wilfrid birthday was celebrated by hundreds
Sellars thoroughly shattered our Car- of philosophers from around the
tesian complacency, and taught us globe, meeting for several days of lec-

tures and seminars on the implica-that a proper philosophical under-
standing of the relation of thought to tions of his thought.

Anyone who wishes to begin to un-
reality, and of thought to action, derstand the reason for the extraor-would have to be much more subtle-
and probably much messier _ than dinarily high regard for Professor
we had supposed. Sellars's work among professional

But his work is difficult, and largely philosophers would do well to start
inaccessible to nonphllosophers. Its with his early collection of papers
impact on the larger world of letters "Science, Perception and Reality."
and science has been made through These essays demand a bit less of
the influence it has had on other more the reader than his later work, and

they contain deep and compelling
readable writers. refutations of traditional empiricist

Professor Sellars, who many in- positions in epistemology, the philos-
formed scholars believe was the ophy of mind and the philosophy of
greatest philosopher of his time, per- science, together with at least a par-
haps unfortunately never took the tlal picture of the Sellarsian alterna-
time to write a textbook. tlve. JOSEPH L. CAMP JR.

Some measure of Professor Sel- ADOLF GRUNBAUM,JOHN McDOWELL
lars's impact on his discipline can be Pittsburgh, July 14, 1989
found in the professional honors con-
ferred upon him. He gave the John The writers are professors of phi/oso-
Locke Lectures at Oxford, the John phy at the University of Pittsburgh.
Dewey Lectures at Chicago, the The letter was also signed by fourI other professors in that department.

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

(19) Nominations for Directors, please. We wish to elect 6 Directors this
1/1/91. This will give us a total ot 24 elected Directors. The Augustfor voting.

year, tor
newsletter

3-year terms
will provide a

starting
ballot

We are asking you to nominate candidates (whose names will appear on the August ballot.) Any member maynominate any other member to be a Director-Candidate.

It you wish to be a Candidate yourselt, notity the Elections Committee and someone.will probably nominate you.
The duties of a Director are not burdensome. Directors are occasionally asked their opinion about something
or other by mail, and they are expected to make a reasonable etfort to attend annual meetings, though not at
great expense. The ~ost of attending aeetings is (tederal) tax-deductible for Directors.

We would like to have more than 6 names on the ballot,so as to give members a choice.

A brief statement about the candidate should accompany a nomination. If you are volunteering, inclUde a briefstateaent about yourself.

Directors whose tetllSexpire at the end ot 1990 are IRVING ANELLIS, BOB DAVIS, JIH HCWILLIAHS, HUGH K)QRHEAD,KATE TAlT.

TO ~TE SOHEOHE -- or to volunteer yourself -- write the Election Committee,c/o the newsletter, address onPage 1, bottom.
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THANK YOU VERY HUCH I

(20) The Times Mirror Company -- publisher ot the excellent Los Angeles Times, The Horning Call (Allentown, PAl and
10 other newspapers -- responded &Ost generously to our request for help on a research project.
As you may know,
the United· States
and interviews.
bibliography aims
Hyman, London.

I~Y RUJA and KEN BLACKWELL are preparing a comprehensive bibliography on BR. BR visited
and Canada repeatedly during the 55-year period, 1896 to 1951, and gave many, many lectures

Newspapers carried a great number of stories about him during this period. The comprehensive
to include as aany of these newspaper items as can be located. It will be published by UnWin,

We wrote to the 6 newspapers that cover this part of Eastern Pennsylvania __ from Philadelphia to Easton
requesting the dates of BR items that had appeared in their papers during the period. We also wrote to The
Times Hirror Company and to Knight-Ritter, Inc., eachot which owns one of the papers.

We did not ask for photocopies ot the items; we thought that might impose too great ~burden; we asked only
for the dates of the items. The researchers could then go to their libraries, and, knOWing the dates, locatethe itells.

None of the 6 newspapers responded to, or even acknowledged, our request. Knight-Ritter, Inc. respondedpolitely, with regrets. But The Times Mirror COIIIpanycame through handsomely I

The Times Hirror Company supplied not only the dates, they also prOVided photocopies of the items themselves,
more than 50 ot them, along with a gracious covering letter Wishing us "success in compiling and publishingthe Russell bibliography."

The Times Hirror Company clearly invested a lot of time and money, as a contribution to the success of theRussell bibliography, and we feel greatly indebted to them.

BElSAUTHOElS
Author's Query

For a book on the Bertrand
Russell/City College case of

'1940, In which Russell was pre-
vented from accepting a post
there because of his unconven-
tionalviews on socialbehavior, I
would appreciate hearing from
participants or observers who
have reminiscences.

THOMAS WEIDLICH
349 West 123d Street
New York City 10027

(21 ) rrom 'I'heNew York Times Book Review (3/18/90) >
Thom, you recall, is a BElS Director, and will
be g1vlng a talk on the same subject at our
June meeting at McHaster. (Thank 'you, Jean
Anderson and Linda Egendorf.)

NEW HEHBERS

(22) We welcome these new melllbers.

HR. CLARK D. ADAMS/P.O. BOX U-1876/UNIV. SO. AL/HOBllLE, AL 36688
MS. LYNDA ARCHER 140 NAVAHO DRlVE/WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO I lCANADA/H2H 2X3
DR. GEORGE AUSTIN 12320 BATH ST. SUITE 301/SANTA BARBARA/CA/931051 I
HR. JEFFREY A. BYARS 1295 BEACON ST. (APT. 1)/SOHERVILLE/HA/021431 I
MS. HARLE CARDELLA 148-32 GARDEN VIEW TERRACE/EAST WINDSOR/NJ/085201 I
HR. UJU CLARK 130 tDRGAN ST. lHELROSE, lHA/021761 I
DR. STACEY L. EDGAR IPHIUJSOPHY, SUNY/GENEsEO/NY/144541 I
DR. WILLIAM J. EDGAR ./PHIUJSOPHY, SUNY/GENEsEO/NY/144541 I
HR. DANIEL W. GEDDES 135 N. MCKINLEY APT. 311/ATHENS/OH/457011 1
HR. DAVID H. ONDIK 1127 FIFTH AV./JONESBORO/GA/302361 I
HR. JOHN PASTORE 111611 CHENAULT ST. 1204/UJS ANGELES/CA/90049-45371 I
HR. JOEL SPIRA 11506 PLEASANT VIEW ROAD/COOPERSBURG/PA/IB0361 I
MS. RUTH SPIRA 11506 PLEASANT VIEW ROAD/COOPERSBURG/PA/IB0361 I
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THE RUSSELL ARCHIVES

The Bertrand Russell Editorial Project -- which aims to publish all of BR's "shorter writings" -- went through
some' agonizing times a few years ago when the Canadian Government stopped funding it, and almost the entire
staff had to be let go. You may recall that the BRS contributed a modest $1000 to help pay for some
secretarial assistance (RSN60-21) that's how desperate the situation was.

(23)

Now, happily, things seem to be back on track, as this letter from Louis Greenspan indicates 1

THE COLLECTED PAPERS
OF BERTRAND RUSSEl.l.

I: Cam~ huyl, lUl-t9
'· •••lulwJ/9JJ

7: ThCQ'" of Koowkdp:
nc .'llMUlIKript

I: The ~opb7 0' LoPcal
Alomn.. aIId Ol.ln:,. E.t.u)'I,

1'14_1'
P"'luJ..Jl~

9: E-ay. o. Laapqc, Mia.d
ud Manu. 1'19-16
PwlulooJ/9U

II: Co.IClII.pla~ ud Actio_,
1902.-U

'3: 'r~cc,. a.d ()U..wa,t,
1'14-14

IN "REPARATION:

1: Pbilo6opa.M:a&rapen.

1196-"

3: Toward dIoc"Pri.dp'u",
IMlO-02

4: P1I.iIQoI.Opbkalrapen,
tJOJ-OS

Loptal IIld n.i1oulKl~aI
f.••.•y •• It09-iJ

.-4, Tbc No-eo.~npti<t.
fclkl •.• lLip:f'Ki6UII u4
a•••••'aacc, 191'-11

ILiWoQVlpby

I: S~panlc Pubticluo••
J: SuiaJ r-blk.t)o ••

1'1IHI.ISIIF.J> BY

UlIwu,llymull.ld

McMASTER UNIVERSITY
The Bertrand Russell Editorial Project

Togo Salmon Hall, Room 719
1280 Main Street Wesl, Hamilton, Ont., Canada L8s 4M2

Telephone: (416) 525-9'40 Ext. 48<)6
Fox: (416) 527-0100
E-mail: (via BITnet) GRE£NSPN@MCMASTER

19 March 1990

Mr. Lee Eisler
The Bertrand Russell Society, Inc.
RD 1, Box 409
Coopersburg, PA 18036
U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Eisler:

This letter has been passed on from various people
and finally reached my desk.

It is indeed true that we have been funded again.
Volume 2 titled Philosophical Papers, 1896-99 was sent
to the publisher in October and currently we are
working feverishly on volumes in mathematics and the
First World War.

Funds were restored by SSHRC but as ever the SSHRC
grant must be supplemented by the University. We hope
that by 1992 five more volumes will appear. There are
ten people on the staff.

~S~y.

Louis Greenspan
Managing Editor

LG/ad

(24) NEW ADDRESSES

HR. ADAM PAUL BANNER /600 W. HURON APT. 122/ANN ARBOR/HI/48103-4257/ /
HR. OOUGLAS KING /8950 GLENCREST ST. '8211/HQUSTON/TXI77061-30651 /
PROF. SIR KARL R. POPPER /136 WELCOHEs ROAD/KENLEY, SURREY/ /ENGLAND/CR2 5""
DR. ANNE-FRANCOISE SCHMID /95, RUE DES HARA!CHERS/PARIS/ /FRANCE/75020
DR. HENRY VAN DYKE /69 BUSCHMAN AV./HALEDON/NJ/07508/ /
HR. DEWEY I. WALLACE, JR. IAPARTADO POSTAL 635/PUEBLA PUE/ /HEXICO/CP 72000
HR, FRANK G. WISE /GENERAL DELlVERY/EL DORADO/TX/77598/ I
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ANTI-NUCLEAR

(25) From La Prensa, Buenos Aires, 2/18/61, p.2. Thank you, Anna Adams, for the translation. Thank you, Harry
Ru ja , for the item.

By John J. Heehan

MANIFESTACION
POR LA PAlEN
GRANBRETANA
No tien. caracter'
politico; Prellncla
de Bertrand RUIS.li
- ,.,; JOHN J: MilHAM

. ~""'~" 11 lt1T') - LordIr.rtra"~ RII.~11 ,. alro<ltdnr
dt :!O.OOO mlnl[t,11 ft I ••••
r"n~rt'rel'tln uta neehe en In
~1.lnra ., F.scorll p.ra pro
1•• lor f'Ol' ,. coo ••• lon dt h.
Itt .n Cr.n !\rtt.,fl. 1 1110-
mulnnl nurltoro, d. 10'. E.
IIdn. (Ioldo!. pro,I.lo. do
pro~prilit' mini.. r

lldoLlInunUl1 hiiU
nleo. Iparenl.m.nlt lenoran
te de que lu muchu '111t'
d.b.n Tfallurse mlltllna en
Londr •• J (OIur'" "I~h dirf

V~I~o~"nr~':~~:~n:~: ~~~i~~
prom.llo IU "illeneil.

La. march ••• tr~n IImhlEn
una exprtlion de pro tel t a

~~n:~:-i;':~'::U~~~~J~~~:i~~
Gnn Rrrt,n. y Francia.

EI romil~ de 101 100. tor
mado to Lnndres pan luchsr
("ontra ,.1 f'11.ahltdmjrnlo f1f"
IlIhmarlnol nur leares roll-
rh tn hHf'~ hnt'nlru. por
.1 11111.010 lorr! Bertrand ltua.
ull y otros Dul,n,dnl (lui·

~I~~·~n~~t~~.~lep~~~~~.m.~

r:runl.1.0·nnl:nI~I .~:::~oT~o
fal,n.
'Ate"" d. los "ee vlol."t •.••.

MA. Ind., unl "[U~ll do
•.•••lto•• df'l Hnn. 20000 pJcI·
Ihl.. portldnln, dt II "no
vlotencf a", • rullurin II n I
marcha ror .1 Whllthlll y
Ie nnlu.an lue cn e n II•.,('('.
•• s. [•• nte II Mlni,l.rlo Br i-
U,nirn r1e Ot('!nu rlurantfl lin
rwrJOI'to de Irfa horu. In,
milni'f" .••t:tflf,.~ no har an rl'ci,,·
l"nC'i~ "It'llna ~I IH autorfda.
d,.~ rlrridrn de tr-nertos.

'En GluR'ow, rl ronsdo ..~"
rn("fJ fro t1,urme nurle ar

r.ono!:IMl'ffi~fWf:i-~~JII~;~
po, I•• call., do J. r1lld.d 01
110" riC' .AllaI, r-emo pxpr.,lon
rlf! pro1l"IfO' £lor l'uhm.rinm
PnLlri~ 'Ill,. ~(' hallnn r-n
vl.jr pari palrullar 'O~ m a-
r"~ vrrll1nc eI, nU!IIIA. of!'c1('
una h••• en Holy Loch. r.•.
('0("11. .

t.:..ni\ :I"arl1ith de I~ nmnl.
r"sfirlr\n tit! mana'll. marchtl
hny fW'l; 14!11 ('Jiles fif' f:1 ••• nw
Hrv,nft~ Intorch ••. cnmo pr e-
lutHn ri,. J, mlrc'h, '8 man.,n •.

"rupn. flue 11•••.• hln carte-
10'11'1 fln .In. flue A~ lee "no
l'fUtrrmna ha!llu lie Polarll en
r:tC'nrll". ml')ntnnn .IUlrdla
hny I m.dlndl. [rlnhl II ron-
I! u I I ri 0 nort •.• mrrtrlllnl'1 en
r.lhr::nw, tinnrl,. "len_lin per-
mlneur duranh 24 hnru.

DEHONSTRATION FOR PEACE IN GREAT BRITAIN

Not a political demonstration. Bertrand Russell present

London,17 (Feb 61.) (UP) -- Lord Bertrand Russell and
about 20,000 demonstrators congregated in London and
Scotland, in order to protest against allowing United
States nuclear submarines armed with Polaris missiles
to be based in Great Britain.

The British Communist Party is apparently unaware of
the demonstrations planned for tomorrow in London and
Glasgow, which are directed as much against the United
States as against Russia. In fact, the marches are a
protest against all nuclear armaments, whether of the
United States, Russia, Great Britain, or France.

The Committee of 100, formed in London -- in order to
fight against the establishment of Polaris nuclear
submarine bases in Britain -- by the philosopher, Lord
Bertrand Russell, and other distinguished pacifists,
predicted that at least 10,000 people would assemble
in front of the statue of Lord Nelson in Trafalgar
Square.

Acts of "non-violence"

Later, an "assault force" of about 20,000 non-violent
pacifists will march past Whitehall, after which they
will stage a sit-in on the sidewalk in front of the
British Defense Ministry for 3 hours. The demonstrators
will not offer resistance if the authorities decide to
arrest them.

In Glasgow the pro-nuclear-disarmament Scottish Council
announced that it hopes that some 7,000 demonstrators
will march in the streets of the City to the sound of
bagpipes, as an expression of protest against Polaris
submarines that are on their way to patrol the seas
around Russia from a base in Holy Loch, Scotland.

In advance of tomorrow's demonstration, groups with
posters like this -- "We don't want Polaris bases in
Scotland" -- today marched through the streets of
Glasgow carrying torches, as a prelUde to tomorrow's
march. They demonstrated today, at mid-day, in front of
the American Consulate in Glasgow, where they plan to
spend the next 24 hours.



Page 17
Russell Society News, No. 66

May 1990

BRS LOCAL CHAPTER

McMASTER UNIVERSITY
THE BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY

BERTRAND RUSSEll (1872-1970):

BY ACQUA:lITANCE

AND BY DESCRIPTION

(26) The BRS Chapter at McMaster met on
3/1/90 to hear a new paper by I.
Grattan-Guinness on the contemporary >
state of Russell Studies and its
resources. The Chapter also discussed
plans for the forthcoming annual meeting
at McMaster of The Bertrand RussellSociety.

I, Gnlttan-Gulnnll"

1l1is new paper by Or. Grattan-Gutn-
ness. scheduled to be pubUshed in the
Note> and Reoxds of the RovaL SocIeq;,
w1ll be read in his absence.

The paper concerns the contem-
porary state of Ru--.aell StudJes and Jta
resources,

Dr. Grattan-Gutnness is an
hlatortan of matnemaues and a dtenn-
gulshed Rueae1J scholar. He Is editor of
History and PhUosophy of Wgtc. '- __ '-- -'

The meeting wtll also dtscuaa progress 1n organizing the annual meeting of
the Bertrand Ruaaell Soddy. Inc.. to be held at McMa.ster on June 23-25. 1990.
The theme for eubmtseron of papers 18 Illuaton ve. Rea.1Jty:Education and Rcl1gJon.

Thursday, March 1, at 12:30. UH-317
All welcome.

CUBA (1962)

(27) From the Los Angeles Times (2/16/62), with thanks to HARRY RUJA,

R~RUSSEL~ URGES
.S.: LET'CUBA ALONE

·1AL\.\',\ I Re\lter,<1 for another armerl attack Oil,

I h rlosopher Bert raml Cuba."
Thp newspaper rf'pnl'lpri[('I--p/I ~rhllr"da," appealed

t ha t r,11.-~ell \\T"'P.
n p 1"1l;IPrl St a t es govern- "II seems possible the 1'-,::;, '

mr-nt 10 Irl Cuba ~()h'" il" '('OI1IPll1plilIP~ allothp~'
pr"hlems without interf er- !'empt In impose on t h> ('"

PIWP. " ~ \fO'Q'1 ihiln people a l'eginH','I'hj"h
I.~ji, lR'f~ "~ rep I."· '; is r-nntrarv to their "~\I.-h•."

tIlg, t~\a statement puh.: Stating t har a l ,S, al';;I'k
Ij'hprl in the newspaper HpI'. ion Cuba rOllld Iparl 10 nil
olur-ron, 10 the newspapers :('Ipar war. Ru"pll said r"p.
appeal to world statesmen :mipl' Firlpi Ca<lro', l'pJ:;ill1C

and rb ink ers fnr thpir f)pin·.!'"dpsrn'p~ ,,',"lidenr'p "nr;
;/11011.<aho\lt ",",ol'lh American' <i.mlliatinn. nOI bl in.i ho<I;I.
'[imper ial isms prpparatlon;:.' it v."
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FINANCES

(28) Treasurer Dennis Darland reports on the year ending 12/31/89.

Bank balance on hand (12/31/88) .....•................................ 1,780.26
Income. New members 1659.50

Renewals ........•...................... 5482.59
total dues ...•..7142.09

Contributions 1112.50
Library sales & rentals 292.40
Hisc. income 360.72

total income 8907 .71. 8,907.71
10,687.97Expenditures. Information & Hembership Committees 2755.78

Library expense 46.63
Subscriptions to Russell ......•.......2006.00
Heetings " .725.00
Doctoral Grant l000.00
HiI!Ic.expense......................... 258.22

total spent 6791.63 -6,791.63
Bank balance on hand (12/31/89)··.·· .•............................... 3,896.34

(29) Treasurer Dennis Darland reports on the quarter ending 3/31/90.

Bank balance on hand (12/31/89) .......••............................ 3896.34
Income. New members ................•............ 273.50

Renewals 4l§M2
total dues 5059.12

Contributions 560.00
Library sales & rentals 126.00
Hisc. income 17.00

total income 5762.12 +5762.12
9658.46Expenditures, Information & Hembership Committees 2697.68'

Library expense 223.86
Subscriptions to Russell 456.00
Heetings. .............................. 0.00
Doctoral Grant 0.00
Hisc. expense......................... 6.00

3383.54 -3383.54

Bank balance on hand (3/31/90) 6274.92

• a 6-month period

FROTH

(30) From A Brief Hlstory of Time by Stephen >
W. Hawking (NY. Bantam, 1988), p. 1,
with thankB to STEVE OOLENMR.

A well-known scientist (some say it was Bertrand Russell) once
gave a public lecture on astronomy. He described how the earth
orbits around the sun and how the sun, in turn, orbits around the
center of a vast collection of stars called our galaxy. At the end of
the lecture, a little old lady at the back of the room got up and
said: "What you have told us is rubbish. The world is really a flat
plate supported on the back of a giant tortoise." The scientist gave
• superior smile before replying, "What is the tortoise standing on?"
"You're very clever, young man, very clever," said the old lady.
"But it's turtles all the way down!"
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BRr PANELIST

(31) Ilegel~, In the great days of radio -- before TV overshadowed it -- CBS had a weekly radio series titled
Invitation to Learning, where one could hear intelligent talk by intelligent people. These talks were later
published as a book, Invitation to Learning by Huntington Cairns, Allen Tate, and Hark Van Doren (NY.Random
House, 1941).

Here is one of the talks, from Pages 410-421, with thanks to TOM STANLEY.

(MR. BERTRAND RUSSELL, GUEST)

Cairns: Mr. Russell, I have a letter here from you in which you
state: "Hegel's Philosophy of Hislory is important as a source of
much evil, but (I think) of no good." Would you lib: to amplify
that statement? It was the last sentence in your letter, and it was
left hanging in the air. It whetted my appetite.

Russell: I am quite willing to amplify that statement. I think
Hegel's Philosophy of History is a very important book indeed,
judged by the effects it has had, and a totally unimportant book
judged by any truth that it may contain.

Tale: Mr. Russell, don't you think it may contain a few inci-
dental truths here and there?

Russell: It is a long book and it is difficult for a man to avoid
saying something true when he uses so many words.

Van Doren: I like your distinction between influential books
and true books. Rousseau's Confessions is often said to be an
important book because it is influential. I assume it cannot be
called important because it is true.

Russell: We do not know much about Rousseau's Confessions,
whether they are true or false.

Cairns: Would you like to be a little more specific about Hegel?
Russell: I should be glad to be more specific about Hegel. I

think Hegel's Philosophy of History is important, partly because
it presented a pattern in history-a scheme, a system-according
to which historical events were supposed to have developed.
which of course people like. It is a simple formula and they think
"now we understand it all"; if it is false, they do not notice it.

Cairns: That is an objection to all philosophies of history SO

far devised. The safest course, it has always seemed to me, is to
reject the system and ascertain if the philosophical position of the
writer contributes anything illuminating to the discussion of par-
ticular historical points. Nothing short of omniscience can devise
a system that will embrace all the world.

Tate: But didn't Hegel, himself, say that he actually under-
stood it all?

Russell: He understood it all. Oh, yes, of course, he under-
stood it all.

Vall Doren: As if he knew all history.
Russell: He, of course, happened to have read it all; so he

knew.
Tate: You say his formula is simple. Could it be stated briefly?
RUJIel/: Everything proceeds by thesis. antithesis and synthe-

sis, and what moves it is the self-development of the Idea. and
the Idea is what Hegel happened to believe. The whole course of
the universe is making it just such as Hegel thought it was. That
is the formula.

Tate: Don't you think one of the marvelous things in Hegel's
system is that it applies both at the top and at the bottom? That
is, he has a speciously convincing psychological argument, almost
like Descartes', that consciousness has two aspects. First, it knows
something, then the next problem is what it knows. It knows it-
self. When Spirit, or Idea, is triumphant, then the condition is
reached where we become pure spirituality, and everybody will
be merged in the state.

Cairns: Hegel claims that the great virtue of the system is
that it accounts for everything in the universe. It is all-embracing,
and it assigns to everything in'the universe the place Ihat is abso-
lutely proper for it.

Russell: It is bound to; he thought the universe as a whole was
the only reality, and if it did not account for the universe, it did
not account for anything at all, because he thought you could not
pick the universe to bits,

Cairns: Do you object to his primary aims? They are first to

write a universal history and secondly to write history in terms of
ideas representing periods.

Russell: I object to the second point. I do not mind a man writ.
ing universal history, if he has time; but I do object to the notion
that there is a simple scheme or thread running through it all.

Tale: Most of us would probably disagree with a great deal
that Gibbon says, but you would not object to that kind of com-
prehensive history, would you?

Russell: No, I don't.

Cairns: Would you mind elaborating a little your objection to
writing history in terms of abstract ideas?

Russell: Such a system must be false. Let us say, if you think so,
that it is what Hegel calls rational; of course, there are abstract
ideas that can be distilled out of the facts, but they must be taken
out of the facts and it is not a rational development.

Tate: Didn't Hegel try to distill the facts out of the ideas?
v'm Doren: And it was easy for him to do that because any

facts that he found he could use. He could choose among the
infinite facts there are.

Cairns: I understand Mr. Russell's point to be that he objects
to Hegel's system, or rather Hegel's basic notion that historical
sequences follow the order of logical categories,

Russell: I object to that.
Cairns: I have no disagreement with you on that point. Such a

notion is bound to lead to absurdities, as in Hegel's deification of
Prussia. The order of logical categories, at least in Hegel's sys-
tem, is finite, but since historical development is not finite, one
of the two must yield. In Hegel's hands it was history that
yielded. The question now, however, is not whether Hegel's sys-



Page 20 Russell Society News, No, 66 Hay 1990

tern is true, but the nature of the objections which can be brought
against historians for writing history in terms of abstract ideas.

Russell : Take Hegel's disciple, Marx. You can get Marx out
of Hegel by just a few transformations. Where Hegel talks of
nations, Marx talks of classes. \Vhere Hegel talks about the Idea,
Marx talks about methods of production. With those two changes
the two are practically identical.

Cairus: But you are not going to attribute the sins of the dis-
ciple to the master?

Russell: I say they are the same sins. I do not say that Hegel is
responsible, but I say that the same sin is there in both cases, of
thinking there is a simple formula.

Tate: \\lon't you describe the relation of Marx to Hegel, Mr.
Russell?

Russell: It was just the relation of a Hegelian of the left. Hegel
started two movements in philosophy, the one of extreme con-
servatism and the other of extreme revolution. The one repre-
sented by the conservative Hegelians and the other by Marx and
his followers. But there is not nearly as much difference between
Marx and Hegel as there seems to be.

vall Doren: Couldn't the same objection be raised against both
historians, insofar as Marx and Hegel were historians? For them,
history writes itself. There is an idea, there is a spirit; the idea
and the spirit express themselves in the things that have actually
happened. The aim, as Hegel somewhere says, is equivalent to
the result. In other words, whatever we see has happened in the
world must have happened. For my part, I can see no point in
either of them calling himself a historian, properly speaking;
history is too easy for them to write. Anything that happened had
to happen.

Tate: It Seems to methat Hegel's conception of freedom is a
complete paradox and is unreal. If history is the determinism of
thesis, antithesis and synthesis, then freedom has no real mean-
ing at all; it is nothing but a fiction.

Van Doren: History is completely determined.
Tate: Yes, an' intellectual determinism, a logical determinism

of history.
Russell: Certainly there is, but Hegel uses freedom in a very

peculiar sense. Freedom means the right to obey the police, and
it means nothing else at all in the works of Hegel.

Van Doren: I wonder if you don't want to substitute one word
there. This might be fairer to Hegel: Freedom is the desire to
obey. Not the right to obey, but the desire.

Cairns: ) think he would say it is a duty to obey because t1~e
happy life, as he defined it, was one lived in accordance with duty.

Van Doren: ) do not think so. \V'hen he describes a happy
people, an effective people such as the Athenians, he says that a
single Athenian's instinct was to love Athens and to obey its laws;
and he represents the English people of the eighteenth century
and the early nineteenth centu.ry as very happy at being English-
men. There is nothing else they want to be. Their desires coincide,
as he says, doubtless in a pretty highfalutin way, with their
destiny. There is nonsense in the background of that, but there is
something real in the foreground.

Cairns: I do not think Mr. Russell would make your point a
ground of criticism of Hegel, if there is any evidence in Support
of the position that you just outlined. As I understand it, Me.

Russell, you think that the course of history cannot be determined
speculatively.

RUJJell: I do.
Cairns: At the same time, you also think that the course of his-

tory is subject to laws; but that they cannot be determined be-
cause of their complexity.

RUJJell: I think the course of history is subject to laws and is
probably for a sufficiently wise person deterministic; but nobody
is wise enough. It is far too complicated and nobody can work it
out; and the person who says he has done so is a charlatan.

Vtm Doren: Back to the subject of freedom for a while. Free-
dam probably does not mean freedom to do nothing. does it?
Freedom is surely freedom to do something.

Tate: I think Hegel bases his most plausible argument on that
very point, that there is no such thing as perfect freedom, or pure
freedom.

Cairns: At one end he puts despotism and at the other end
anarchy.

Tate: Hegel has a real insight there, even if it is a very com-
mon one and not at all profound. There is no such thing as un-
checked freedom. But the trouble with Hegel is that lie proceeds
then to take that insight ;111,1 contradict it with his logical deter-
mrrusrn.

RUJJeI/: There is a different point here that we have not yet
raised. That is Hegel's worship of the state, which I think is a far
worse thing than any of the points we have mentioned. He says
that the state is the perfect embodiment of spirit, that it is the
divine idea as it exists on earth.

Cairns : I do not know what that means; it sounds like non-
sense. \\lould you like to explain it to us?

Russell: It seems to me, of course, nonsense; but what Hegel
means by it is that the state is the element of unity in the com-
munity, and the element of unity in the world is what he calls
God; therefore, the state is analogous to God. He has first rnis-
used the word "God"; then he misuses the word "state," and so
he comes to the conclusion that the state is what is divine.

Tate: Is he perfectly straiqhtforward when he maintains that
this vast unity of the state is based fundamentally upon a prior
moral unity in the individual? I am not quite convinced by that,
because I don't think he is much interested in unity in the indi-
vidual.

van Doren: He is interesting here. He seems to say that a man
who is fortunate enough to be born into a state and not into a
tribe such as the Scythians, for instance, or the Thracians-a man
who is fortunate enough.to be born in Athens is indeed fortunate
because he has something to obey, something he is delighted to
obey and honor.

Russell: But I think it is the community and not the state. Let
me give an illustration. Hegel says: All spiritual reality that a
human being possesses, he possesses through the state. Now let
us apply that to 51. Paul, who said he was a Roman citizen. Is
anybody going to say that all the spiritual reality of St. Paul came
from the Roman State? The thing is preposterous.

Cairns: I am not sure it is as simple as that. Hegel gives this
illustration to explain his notion of freedom, He says it is real-



Page 21 Russell Society News, No. 66 Hay 1990

ized by acting within the system and not in opposition to it. He
~ives a biological analogy, as r recall it; if you want to realize
your full capacities as a human being, you must do so within the
limitations'of your human organism. If you oppose it, you do not
realize your aspirations and you destroy your organism.

Russell: But there are many organisms besides the state. Take
the church; or suppose you were a man of science and belonged
to a learned body.

Cairns: That is true; and the political question is: Which in-
stitution has the right to demand the greatest degree of loyalty?

Tate: \'Vhat did Socrates do about this very problem when he
was condemned? Did he not accept the verdict of Athens and
refuse to escape? He rejected the chance to evade the sentence of
death. Now, why did he do that? \Xfas it the community or the
state that commanded his loyalty even to the point of death?

Cairns: My recollection is that Socrates said it was the state.
Russell : There it was, I think, the state; but then his loyalty

was extremely Jimited. He made it perfectly clear that he would
not stop talking, not for all the states in the world. He said there
was only one way he could be made to stop talking; that was to
make him drink the hemlock. However much they ordered him
not to talk, he would talk. He makes that quite clear.

villi Doren: Of course, he could not have talked in any other
country than Greece. Your instance of St. Paul was interesting,
but say a contemporary of St. Paul lived in Vladivostok with all
St. Paul's qualities, his brains and his heart. Now, you deny that
St. Paul's achievement can be attributed to the existence of the
Roman state. I think it might be so attributed, because a citizen
of Vladivostok' with those same qualities could have got no-
where.

Russell: I did not say his achievement; I said his spiritual real-
ity-which is Hegel's phrase. Now, the spiritual reality of the
man in Vladivostok may be the same.

Cairns: Some sentences have been quoted from Hegel that cer-
tainly cannot stand analysis. But have we been entirely fair to
Hegel? He says explicitly that he is opposed to despotism: that
the monarch or the ruler must act for the best interests of the
people; that the monarch must encourage the utmost liberty

among his people so that he will have an informed public opinion
to guide him in his decisions. The monarch must encourage the
liberty of the press to the utmost, that is to say, to the limit of
abuse. This means that the ruler must submit to vilification qn
the part of the press as the price of greatness.

Russell : I think you are really overestimating what he says
about the liberty of the press. You are not allowing for the fact
that he always uses words in a Pickwickian sense.

Cairns: He does indeed.
Russell: He says there should be liberty of the press but not to

the point of making the government ridiculous. It must stop short
of that. And he sees a whole lot of limitations about that.

Cairns: But he also does say that the ruler must endure vilifi-
cation.

Russell: He says this of the despot, for instance: The ruler
should not be a despot. A despot is an absolute monarch ruling
over a country which is not Prussia. That is the definition of a
despot.

Cairns: Is that fair?Let us apply his own dialectic to that prob-
lem. What is the thesis? Despotism-is it not? The antithesis is
democracy and aristocracy, and the synthesis is monarchy. He
must, therefore, on his Own logic reject despotism wherever it is;
and he did so, it seems to me, in his Philosophy of History.

Russell: Take again, Mr. Cairns; what you said about public
opinion. He is very clear that public opinion is not always right
and that it must not always be submitted to; there may be a cer-
tain expression of it; but the ruler should not think it is right.

Cairns: He is certainly clear that public opinion should not
always be submitted to. I do not think you would insist that a
ruler should be bound by public opinion in all cases,

Russell, Absolutely bound. I do not know what else there is
'that is better, because while public opinion is very likely to be
wrong, so is the ruler.

Cairns: That is right. But you must allow for the case where
the ruler may have private SOurces of information not open to
public opinion.

Vtm Doren: Private wisdom?

Cairns: No, I won't say private wisdom. No ruler's private
wisdom is necessarily greater than that of public opinion. But I
insist we must provide for the case of greater factual knowledge
on the part of the ruler.

Tate: May I ask a question about another phase of this same
point? In what respect does Hegel's despotism as thesis, aris-
tocracy and democracy as antithesis, and monarchy as the synthe-
sis of the two differ from the kind of compromise that Aristotle
contemplated? I think it is the Aristotelian "commonwealth"
that is a compromise between oligarchy and raw. democracy.
Now, doesn't Aristotle have some notion there of the Hegelian
"synthesis" ?

Cairns: It has always seemed to me that Hegel's theory was
quite similar to some of Aristotle's thought.

Russell: I agree. I think it is very similar; but I do not think
the better of it on that acccount.

Cairns: Are you implying that Aristotle is as wicked a man as
Hegel?

Russell: Yes.
All together: Oh, you are?
Tate: Mr. Russell, before we began this conversation you said

that Plato was very wicked. You would have neither of them,
then?

Rsasell: I think that philosophy has suffered four misfortunes
in the world's history: Plato, Aristotle, Kant and Hegel. If they
were eliminated, philosophy would have done very well.

Cairns: Who would be left, Mr. Russell? We will exclude
present company_

Russell: There would be very many people left. There would
be Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Leibnitz and Spinoza.

Tate: A very bad tradition, Mr. Russell.
Van Doren: What about this man as a historian? I was inter-

ested in a certain conversion of terms that he seemed to make.
Here is this sentence: "History in general is, therefore, the de-
velopment of Spirit in time, as nature is the development of the
Idea in space." He makes a distinction between time and space
which may remind us of Lessing in his Laocoon,
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Cairns: I think it goes back to a point we were discussing be-
fore. In history the Idea unfolds its various phases in time and
the dominant phase at any epoch is embodied in a dominant peo-
ple. The succession of these phases, in Hegel's theory, constitutes
world history.

Vall Doren: Perhaps it is a modern-I wonder if it is an espe-
cially modern-notion that a philosopher can turn his attention
from space relations which are either metaphysical or physical,
scientific or rational. to those relations which are in time? Here
is a philosopher trying suddenly to develop a new language-
altogether a temporal language instead of a spatial one.

Cairns: He devised his own language to a large extent. While
he viewed history as a temporal sequence. he did not thereby neg-
lect spatial elements.

van Doren: I wonder if you can see things arranged in time
as clearly as you can see them arranged in space?

RuHeJI: I think you can. yes. Of course, it did not suit him so
well arranged in space because he wanted a dialectic process, so
that the one-dimensional series was more suitable for his pur-
poses.

Van Doren: But dialectic originally considered was not any-
thing that took place in pme, was it?

RIIIIell: No. it was purely logical. but it was a one-dimen-
sional series.

van Doren: Something anterior in logic is not necessarily
earlier, is it?

RUIJell: Not necessarily, but for Hegel it was.
Van Doren: Hegel literalized the anterior and posterior re-

lation into before and after.
Cairns: If he proceeded in space, he would have to exclude

America horn the development of his system. as he did anyway.
VIm Doren: Exclude what?
CairnI : America.
VIm Doren: I thought you said a "miracle."
'Tale: It is the SJIllC thing.
Russel], He did not exclude America. He said America was

some day goillg to be very important; there would be a great war,
he said, between North America and South America; that was
when America was going to be important.

Cairns: He said America at that time. and he was speaking or
writing in the 1820'5, was not worth discussing because it was
an echo of Europe, which may have been true in the 1820'S. '

'Tate: Now. this question of time and space: I should like to
ask about Spengler's relation to Hegel. It seems to me that Speng-
ler's leading notion is the flow of time; it eliminates space alto-
gether; the Faustian or modern culture is the great culture. and
space is annihilated. Do you think he derives from Hegel?

Russell: A little, I think, yes.
Tale: His notion of the destiny, destiny of the world historical

figure and of a culture, seems to me to come from Hegel.
Russell, Yes. the whole notion of the pattern in history. Of

course, there is one spatial element in Hegel's Phi/osopl]! of
HiIlory--he thinks that the absolute idea is always moving west-

ward.
Tale: That is a geographical notion.
Cairns: Do you think it is unreasonable to think of the uni-

verse as Hegel did, both of nature and mind, as a process. a de-
velopment, a history?

RIIHell: It is unreasonable to think of it as the development of
an idea; because, while possibly it may be, it certainly is not a
development of my ideas or your ideas or Hegel's ideas. Hegel
assumes that he is as wise as the Creator of the universe when he
says it is his ideas that are developing.

J7anDoren: He tells us equally little whether we ask him what
the Idea is or whether we ask him how he knows what it is. In
either case. he has no answer to giveus. If we do not believe this
book. he cannot convince us.
. Russell: I always think a man's inconsistencies arc the key to
his passions. Hegel thought that unity was the important thing
and that the whole was always more real than its part, and so
forth. He should, therefore. have emphasized mankind rather
than separate nations or separate states. In fact. he makes the
state supreme. He says no state has any duty whatever in rela-
tion to any other state. '-'<lar is, therefore, a thing nof to be de-
plored but is good. That is inconsistent with his metaphysic and
shows therefore that he had a passion in favor of war.

Vall Doren: The significant events for him have been military
events.

Russell: He says men are warriors. He says, "War has the
higher significance, that through it the moral health of peoples
is preserved in their indifference toward the stabilizing of finite
determination." He says war is the condition in which we take
seriously the vanity of temporal goods and things.

Tale: Don't you think probably in the long run he would con-
template a world state, a Pax Germanica?

Cairns: No, he expressly repudiated the idea of a universal
peace.

Tate: \"XTouldthat not logically develop if the Idea is going to
be completely realized?

RIIHell: That is just the point. It should have followed from
his premises.

Van Doren: Is there anything for a philosopher to worry
about in the notion some people have-Tacitus had it. \\7illiam
James had it too-e-that peace can be degenerating and softening?
If we could imagine peace stretching ahead of us now for 10,000

years. is it possible to imagine what human beings would then be
like? What would they be doing, what would they be interested
in? Would they be bored to death? Is this a problem to be solved?
The existence of such questions is the reason philosophers have
advanced for worrying about the notion of universal peace.

Russell : Yes, they have; but I always regard that as a mark of
brutality. I think that if you have brutal instincts. you like killing
people. War is the only occasion when you can do it without
being hanged. That is the sole reason why anybody likes war;
anybody who praises war praises it from beastliness:
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(32) RUSSELL SOCIETY LIBRARY
Tom Stanley, Librarian

Box 434, Wilder, VT 05088
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Powe r ; A New Social Analysis ...•...•.•..••.•.•.•.......•.•.•.•.••.••.•.. 5.50
The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism ...••••.•.•.....•.•.•.•.•...•..••.. 4.75
Pr LcLpl e s of Social Reconstruction •••..•.•.•..•..........•...•.•.....•.. 4.7l5
Roads to Freedom •...........•..•••..•....••••..........•.•.•...•..•.••.. 6.50
Sceptical Essays .....•......•••..•••......•.•...•.•.....•.........•.•... 4.75
Unpopular Essays ....•...•....•.......•..•...•...•.•.•.•.•...•...•.•.•... 4.25 R

,BY OTHER AUTHORS:

Bertrand Rus e e Ll , 1872-1970 ..••..•••..••.•..••...............•.....•.... 1.50
Bertrand Russell by A.J. Ayer ...•••...•.....•..........•.....•.•........ 8.00 H
Bertrand Russell and the Pacifists in the First World War

by Jo Vellacott .........•.•..••....•....•.......................•..... 10.50 H
Bertrand Russell as a Philosopher by A.J. Ayer •...•...•...........•..... 2.25
Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary

of Bertrand Russell •..•••......••...•..••••...................•....... 4.00
9.00 H

Into the Tenth Dec ed e ; A. Tribute to Bertrand Russell .............•.•.... 5.00
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words ..•....•...... 6.75
Mr. Wilson Spe e k s "Fr ank Ly and Fearlessly' on Vietnam to B.R .....•...... 2.00
The Tamarisk Tree, Volume I by Dora RusselL ••.....•................•... 5.50 H

H Cloth, otherwise paperback
R Remaindered by Simon and Schuster. With the exception of the usual r ema t nde r s I

mark on the bottom edge, these are in fine condition.

Prices are Postpaid. Please send check or money-order, payable to th~ ~
Russell Society, to The Russell Society Library,

Tapes tor rent ----->
The Society has purchased VHS Videotapes of eight additional titles In the
Bertrand Russell Speaks series of television programs. All thirteen dialogues
are now available for loan from the library:

Audio cassette 229 Philosophy, taboo morality, religion, and fanaticism.
Audio cassette 230 The role of the Lndf v I dua l , he oot ne s s , power, and the

future of mankind.
Audio cassette 237 Nationalism, Great Britain, communism and capitalism,

war and pacifism, and the the H-bomb.

Videotape 263 Philosophy, the role of the t ndt vt dua L, happiness, power,
and the future of mankind.

Videotaoe 268 Re l Lgt on , taboo morality, fe na r tc Lsm and tolerance, and
nationali sm.

Videotape 269 Great Britain, communism and capitalism, war and pacifism,
and the H-bomb.

The loan fee for videos is $4, for audio cassettes $1.00.

Chicago radio station WFMThas supplied the library with an audio cassette

lOf Studs Terkel's 1962 interview with Russell. Portions were published in
Terkel's Talking to HYfJelf and reprinted in RSN 151 44. Tape 236 runs 39
mi nutes.

Hi!!£..:.. -----> Recent e c cut s t t t ons .

The donor's name appears at the end of each entry.

Bertrand Ruuellis Philosophy of Morals by Lillian Aiken.
The PhliosOphS of Hr. Hirtrind Riss*II, edited by Philip Jourdain. Paul Doudna.
~3tfl~t1~n~ap~iu~yD~~~~a~UsseI1. (spare copy). Paul Doudna.

"Muddleheadedness ve r ue "Simplemlndedness-Comoarisons of Whitehead and Russell"
by George Lucas and "Whitehead the Anglican and Russell the Puritan: The
Traditional Origins of Muddleheadedness and Simplemindedness" by Paul G. KU!1"z.
Offprints from Process Studies. l8pps. Paul Kuntz.

New and forthcoming:

~~e t~f~b~j;hl ~f a~~;~ ~ibf=Y c t~s:~~~~ 11Hac~;~~ ~~~~ ~s~;~:n~~~e ;~~ ~~o~a~~r ~r i nt
The Bertrand Russell Case, edited by Dewey and Kallen. Reprint of 1941 edition.
Da Capo Press. 129.00 Cloth.
All the titles 1n the "Li br e r y of Living Philosophers" series are now back in
print .. The volume on Dewey has a 1989 preface and an expanded, updated b t b l Log-,
-raphy. The Russell VOlume may be ordered from the publisher: Cloth $49.95,
Pe ne r- $24.95, shipping $1.75. Open Court, General Books Divi.sion, Box 599,
Peru, IL 61354.

The list price of the Simon &. Schuster paperback edition of A Historv of Western
~~;~h8~E~rn~~ ~~7h:~~The library has seven copies available for 16.50 PP. Also
~ for $8.00 PP. copies of the Woburn Press cloth ed Lt t on of Ayer's ~
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The Saturday Revi,!!' featured BR's vieWll in severa! editorials during 1958. The editorial of 5/31/58
below. The edit"r1al ot 7/19/58 appeara on the follOWing page. With thanks to W1UJ:AHK. rIELDD«;.

/t'UUI.U 1'.II.IiJh"
W, D. P ..••TTI:UON

£III" ..NoeJ4AN CouIlN.

PII.Ji,J".,: J. L eo,..'HlXY
AJJ'."ilU U;/flH: H.uJuSOH .S/rIIfITH.. la\1:NG KolOO",

P-f",EJiln
JOHN UAAbt

F,II,." W,..,
Pin. kJrNIl S,H.,~Ui,.,

JOHN l.Lu.

£tIiI.,i.J "Nlleti.,.
DoIOTHY ~U.:-4

EJh.fJ·"'·LvI~ C(JIII/ra,.,i., £JIIIUI

H•••.•JlIJot-· Blo.s C1.fVl:L.A.XD Awoay
JO.H~ NA)()N 8lO .•.,... HI"".Y Hi.,1S

lOS"'H WOOD "'"-urCH tOJ\ GaAh'VI1.U. HICIU

WALT" MI1.U' ., }J.JoIIS THlAl.1.~IfY

EuoCO Ilor.. HOMU SL'TTClN

JOHN SUJN....c.x. JOHN T. W'NlfltU:H

r.UII.JJ Ca,,",.,,J. 1911.~,Lu"."}-R.~".,... 1"".

Why I Changed My Mind
EDITOR" Non:: Th. !o!wwing gu.,t-
.ditorial b~ BOTtrand R •••ull 10'"
lOr1lten in T£.pom:e to cnticUm th.4t
Ii•• pooltion on lh. USSR h'" dr",tic_
oilll changed. Thirtun ~ear, ago h.
[eu that the W.,t ,hou!d thrtaten
war again,l lh. Sovitt Union. Todall
he urgu the pUTIUit of agreement,.

LoNDoN.A T A TIME when America alone
l-l.Possessed the atom bomb and

when the American Government
was advocating what was known as
the Baruch Proposal, the aim of which
Was to in terns tionalize all the USe3
of atomic energy, I thought the Amer-
ican proposal both wise end generous.
It se emed to me that the Baruch
scheme, if adopted, would prevent an
atomic arms race tho appalling dan-
gers of which were evident to all
infonned opinion in the West.

For a lime, it seemed possible that
tho USSR would agre. to thlJ scheme
since it bad everything to gain and.
nothing to lose. Unfortunately, Stalin's
su.spicioUi nature made him think
that there Was 'om. trap, and RUSSia
decided to produce her own atomlc
weapons. I thought, at that time,
that It would be worthwhll. to bring
pressure to bear Upon Ruuia and
even, If neceuary, to go 10 far as to
threaten war on the aol. lau. of the
int.mationalWng of atomlc weapons,

My aim, then 01 now, wu to pre-
vent a war in which both sides
possessed the power of producina
world wid. disaster. Western ,talea-
men, how.v.r, confid.nt of the sup-
posed technical auperiorlty of the
West, belI.ved that there wu no
dantler of RwaLa achJ.vln, eqU&lJty
with the non-Communbt world In the
field of nuclear warfare. Th.ir conIl-
deDCe In thir respect baa turnM out

to have been mlstaken. It follows
t1ut, If nuclear war lJ now to be
prev.nted, it must be by new m.thods
and not by those wbich could have
been .mployed ten years ago.
. My critics seem to think that, if

you have once advocated 8 certain
policy, you should continue to advo-
cate it after all the circumstances
have changed. This is quite absurd.
If a man gets into a train with a
view to reaching a certain destination,
and on the way the train breaks down,
you wiU not consider the man guilty
of an inconsistency if he gets out of
the train and employs other means of
reaching his destination. In like
manner, a person who advocates a
certain policy in certain circum-
stances will advocate a quite different
policy in different circumstances.

I have never been a complet.
pacifist and have at no lime main-
tained that all who wage war are
to be condemned. I have held the
view, which I should have thought
wu th.t of common sense, that some
wars have been justified and others
not. In the pr ese nt situation, if a
great war should break out the bel-
Ugerenti on either side and the neu-
traIs would be equally defeated. This
lJ a new situation and means that
war can no long.r be used as an
Instrument of policy. It is true t1ut
the threat of war can stilI be used,
but only by a lunatic.

Unfortunately, 10m. people art
lunatics. Not long ago lunatics were
In command of a pcwerful state. W.
cannot be sur. tha will not happen
again. If it does, it will produce a
dlauter compared with which the
horron achJ""ed by Hitler were a
f1•••-blte. The world at preaent Is
baIaneed iIi unstabi. equJIlbrlum
upon a aharp edile, To achI.ve atabil-

appears

ity, new m.thods are required. and
It lJ these new m.thod. that those
who think as I do are attempting to
u.... upon the East and Upon the
Weat.

I do not deny that tho pollcy I
have advocated baa changed from
tim. to tim e. It hOI changed as cir-
cumstances have chanled. To achi.ve
a single purpose, san. men adapt
their poll.i.. to 'th. circumstances.
Those who do not are lnaan e,

Though I do Dot admit Incon-
si.rteney, I should not be wholly sin-
cere II I did not adml t tha t my mood
and feelinls have und.rlon. a chang.
somewhat deeper than UUIl resul ting
from .trategic consid.rations alon e.
The awful proapect of the extermi-
nation of th. human race, if not in
the next war, then in the next but
on. or the next but two, is 10 sober-
ing to any imagination which has
seriously contemplated it as to de-
mand ver-y fundamental fr.sh thought
on the whole subject not only of
international r.latlons but of human
Ille and Its capabIlities. If you were
quarrelling with a man about some
Issue that both you and he had
thought important, ju,t at the mo-
ment when a sudden hurricane
threa tened to destroy you both and
the whole neighborhood, you would
probably forget the quarrel. I think
what is important at present is to
make mankind aware of the hurri-
cane and forgetful of the issues which
have been producing strife.

IKNow it is difficult after spend-
ing many years and much eloquence
on the evils of Communism or Capi-
talism, as the case may be, to see tllis
issue 85 one of relative unimportance.
But, although this is difficult, it ;,
what both the Soviet rulers and the
men who shape the policy of the
United State. wJll have to achieve
if mankind is to survive. To make
such a realization possible is the pur-
pose of my present policy.

What Is needed is a new direction
on both .id.. and a determina tion,
not only to make proposals, but to
find compromise, which give no net
advantage to either side. The risk
involved in not negotiating is the
extermination of the human race.
nus, .urely, Is a gr.ater risk than
that of 10m. diplomatic advantag.
to one .id. or the other. We must
hope that this will become obviow
both to RUSSia and to the United
State.. What lJ needed Is emphasis
on our common interest in human
survival rather than upon the matter-s
In which our Intereau are aupposed
to diff.r. Wh.ther we wiab It or not,
the only road to the welfare of each
Is the wellare of all.

-BanuxD Roauu..
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(34) Here is the saturday R.Vi._ editorial of 7/19/58.
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III Ihe Dil'!"cliolJ of :-3alJil\

ON THE second Roor of a small
walk-up apartment in London.
overlooking the Thames River.

I had a chance to chat with Bertrand
Russell. He was surrounded with
paper-s, Jetters. and documents relat-
ing to the one m atter- that commande
his dominant attention and concern
these days-the dangel' of nuclear
war. It was on the eve of his eighty-
sixth birthday, but he had lost none
of the alertness 0,. intellectual agility
that had so impt·es.sed me when we
had met in the United States aJmost
fifteen years earlier.

Lord Russell escorted me to the
narr-ow balcony facing the Thames
and pointed out some of the sites in
the surrounding area. He spoke of the
color of the sky and water at dusk in
terms that were none the less poetic
because of the reserve in which his
appreciation was phrased. Then we
came into his workroom and spoke
about the mo.vements in the United
States and Great Britain aimed at
creating policies adequate to cope
with modern weapons and modern
totaJi tarianism.

This led me to say that I had been
troubled by reports reaching the
United States; he had been quoted by
several intelviewers as having ad-
vocated surrender to the SOViet Union
in order to avert nuclear war. I told
Lord Russell! had been deeply dio-
tressed at these reports and indeed
had been in the unhappy POsition of
haVing to disagree with him editorial.
Iy in Th. Salurdal/ Review. Many
Americaru shared his appreheruioru
over the effed. and implications of
continued nuclear testing and on the
danger of nuclear war in genera/.
But we did not believe it was neces-
sary to tum in Our freedom. or our
values in order to meet the challenge.

And we condemned the opposite vicw:
namely. that the only way to meet
the threat was through preventive
war.

Lord Russell sruiled as I spoke.
"There's still no difference between

us," he said. "I have never bel ieved
and I do not now believe that capi tu ,
[ation is the only way out. Recenu,
SOme commentators from the United
States came to interview me. Tbev
felt my position on nuclear testing
was inimical to the mreresrs of the
West. I responded by making the case
that the West could not survive ex-
cept through a workable system of
control over nuclear weapons. for the
West is totally vulnerable to atomic
attack and. if war came, the West
would disappear as a force in histcrv.
assuming of Course that anything
would be Jeft at all anywhere.

"At any rate, my interviewers con-
tinued to force the issue. Finally.
one of them put the question to me
in. its most extreme form: namely. if
I were convinced that the only way
of averting worldwide nuclear exter-
mination would be by surrendering to
the Russians, what would I do?"

Lord Russell interrupted himself at
this point to light up his pipe.

"I replied to the interviewers." he
resumed, "that I did not believe that
these alternatives were the only Ones
before the world, thorefore it did not
seem to me that any answer I might
give- would be a useful one. But my
InterrogatoT3 continued to press me
on this: how would I answer the
question theoreticaUy, they demanded.

''TheoretieaUy, I replied, if ! were
convineed that the only way of avoid-
ing a war of extermination would be
through surrender to Communi:sm or
to anyone else, then under those
terma I would be obligated to prefer

Hay 1990

surrender. Not that life would not
be oppressive under totaJitarianismj it
would be. And it would be foolish to
expect that the Oppression would be
lifted until after many years. But the
important thing is that human life
would continue and with it the hope
that man eventually might be able to
restore SOme measure of his values
and his good sense. In this context,
therefore, my choice was not a diffi_
cult one. Human survival is the real
issue and the higher value. Without
people, you have neither heed am nor
the hope of freedom. I believe in both.

"The alternatives before the world
today are neither preventive nuclear
war nor capitulation," Lord Russell
continued. "We stiU have a chance to
apply sanity to our problem in a way
that very possibly might preserve the
peace and keep OUI' fl·eedoms. But a
policy based on the illusion of security
through nucleal· supremacy is un-
workable. The only security is through
a plan of control over nuclear weapons
and, eventually we hope. Over the
causes of war itself."

I put a question to him that had
come up time and again ill the U. S.

"Don't people ask how you propose
to get the agreement of the Soviet
Union to such propositions'?" I in-
quired.

"Certainly," he said. "They put il
much more severely than that. They
remembel· that I ~dvocated a policy
of toughness toward the Sevier Union
at the end of the Second World
War. Now they want to know whether
I've gone soft and why l"ve changed
mv mind

"'And 1 tell them that any man who
doesn't change his mind in the light
of changed conditions is an idiot.
Profound changes have taken place
Apart from the changes of personneJ
and policy in the Soviet Union, we
have the great change~ in the world
itself. the big~est of which is the
change in the natur~ of warfare. To
advocate a policy based on the feasi-
bility or the eventuality of war is to
advocate exte:·mination.

"The big question. therefore, is to
find out whether it is Possible, in the
interests of mutual survival, to Come
to any agreements with the Russians
in the nuclear field. I think we ought
to begin with nuclesr testing, not only
because of the demonstrated danger
of nuclear testing but because the
Russians have said they would agree
to a cessation 'with inspection and
safeguard. For US to refuse to pursue
this possibility makes no sense.
Naturally, we do not have !OO per
cent certainty or safety in any course
of action we may take. But it helps
when one' moves in the direction of
sanity .. It helps more than a little."

-N. C.

OONORARYHEHB!:Rs

(35) !Jonoruy HOW, [!lview. These are the present Honorary Hellbera. Katharine Tait, Conrad Russell, PaUl Edwards,
D.r. Pears, ISir Karl Popper, Paul Arthur SchUpp, and Linus Paulin\l. Two tOt'Mr Honorary Hellbera have died.
A.J.Ayer, and John Russell. It you \fish to naae 8OMone tor consideration as an Honorary Hellber, please doao , and say \lhy you think he/she aay quality.
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BRS/APA 1991

(36) Call for Papers.

The Bertrand Russell Society announces a call for papers to be presenteu
aLiJ:s-lDee tLng ..wLththe.-Eas te.rn_DivisiDn .of.J;nE! American Philosophica 1
Association in December 1991. Papers may be on any aspect of Russell's
Philosophy. They should have a reading time of about one half an hour and
should be submitted in triplicate, typed and double spaced with an abstract of
not more than 150 words. The name and address of the author and the title of
the paper should be submitted on a separate page. The' submission deadline is
April 1, 1991 and the papers shoUld be sent to Davi~ E. Johnson, Chair,
Philosopher's Committee, The Bertrand Russell Society, Sampson Hall, U.S.
Naval Academy, Annapolis, HD 21402-5044. Those desiring the return of their
papers should enclose a stamped, self·addressed envelope.

ANNUAL MEETING (1990)

(37) Reqi@tration form. 1990 Annual HeetinQ, The Bertrand Russell Society, Inc.

June 22-24 HcHaster University, Haailton, Ontario, Canada
NaJIe(S) _

City--- Zip Phone (-)--------

Addrellll, _

Single or double occupancy? _ AIIount enclosed (Canadian) $. _
One all-expenlle fee includes regilltration, lodging Friday and Saturday nights,
5 aeals (including Banquet) fra. Friday evening meal through Sunday morning
breakfast, Red Hackle Hour. Double occupancy $110, Single $125, Canadian money.

Send completed Registration Fora and Fee as soon as you can to.

Bertrand Russell Archives, Hills Heaorial Library,
HcHallter University, Haallton, Ontario, Canada, L8S 4L6

(38) How to get to HcHaster. You can travel to HcHaster via Toronto or via HaJIlllton (which is closer to HcMaster).

If you fly to Toronto, take the Trentway-Waqar bua to Hamilton ($16.50.), then bus or cab to McHaster. Or
take the luxury ainivan fro. the Airport directly to HcHaster ($33). About an hour's ride.

If TOil fly to Haailton, take the bull to Hamilton, then bull or cab to HcMallter.

If you drive, park your car in Zone 1 (north sst: the tennill courts).

Check in at The Bertrand Russell Archives, in Hills Heaorial Library, McMallter University.

CONTRIBUTIONS

(39/ ~§ thanh these aeabers for their recent contribution II to the BRS Treasury.

HR. HICHAEL P. BERTlAUX 11130 S. HICHIGAN AV. .3309/CHICAGO/IL/606051 I
HR. STEVE DAH1llY 19115 N. CARESSA WAY/CITRUS SPRDlGS/FL/326301 I
DR. DAVID S. GOWWl 135 E. 85TH ST. IHY IHY 1100281 I
HR. WILLIAH H. RIPLEY 11341 DlXBORO ROAD/ANN AIUlOR/HI/481051 I
HR. TD«>THY S. 8T. VDlCEHT 12t0 If. EHI!lRBON8T. IHELROSE/HA/021761 I

W~ llolicit contributionll fro. aeaberll. You aay send a contribution at any tiae, in any amount, large or saall,care of the newsletter or the RS Library, addrelllles on Page 1, bottom.
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BR ON HANDELA (1962)

Hay 1990

From The Daily Worker, London, 21 December 1962, p. 5, with thanks to HARRY RUJA,
We are in great debt to Nelson Handela,
(Bertrand) Russell. leader of the banned African National Congress, says Earl

Paying tribute to the African leader in a message to the Anti-Apartheid Movement, Lord Russell says South
Africa is one great concentration camp.

"Because thi8 i8 so, the protest of those who stand out against it is all the IIOre incredible andcourageous," he adds.

CLEAR DUTY

"There is in South Africa the most clear duty of conscience. Conscience requires that everyone who finds
it possible to do so should resi8t to the limit until this filthy regime i8 eliminated and the people ofSouth Africa are free."

BOOK REVIEW

(41) Bertrand Russell on God and Religion, ed. Al Seckel, a "Paperback Original" reviewed by Jonathan Kirsch in
the Book Section (p.13) of the Los Angeles Times (4/20/86).

Another lion 0'1tHe EngUSh 11 •
~IS celebrated In B.rtraD Ru.-

( ~D Ood aDd R.II, GD, e y
AI Seckel (Prometheus, $12.95), an
anthology of Russell's essays on
the varieties of faith, and the lack
of It, in his times. We are reminded
that Russell, who may be best
remembered for his early leader-
ship of the contemporary nuclear
disarmament movement, "began
thinking about philosophical ques-
tlons at the age 01 fifteen" -In 1888!
His famous contesslon of faith in

pure reason, "Why I Am Not a
Christian," was an address first
delivered in 1927, "The whole
conception 01 God is a conception
derived Irom the ancient Oriental
despotisms," he proclaimed. "It is a
conception quite unworthy of Iree
men. "Indeed, the sheer elegance 01
Lord Russell's language, the strict
logic 01 his argument. and the
extremely civilized tone 01 even his
most ardent rhetoric all seem al-

. most antique. Still, "On God and

. Religion" is a classic not only

. 'because of its place In the history 01
Ideas, or Its roots In the tradition 01
Western literature and philosophy,
but also because the truths that It
offers are truly timeless: Russell
could have been writing for today's
op-ed page when he observed that
"the qualities most needed are
charity and tolerance, not some
form of lanatlcal faith such as Is
offered us by the various rampant
Isms."

ABOtITBR'S VIEWS

(42) Dewey and Russell. BRS Laureate Alan Ryan in The Wilson Quarterly (Winter 1990), with thanks to HARK HOGAN:

Having only recently published a political biogra-
phy 01 Dewey's British counterpart, Bertrand Rus-
sell, I was intrigued and amused by the similarities
and differences between Diggins's hero ["John
Dewey: Philosopher in the Schoolroom:' WQ, Au-
tumn '89J and mine. The similarities, of course, are
many and obvious; both were ardent defenders 01
ltl education in which the child learned by doing,
both began by doubting the need lor any authority
in the classroom other than the discipline of the
subject matter itself, and both came 10 think in
Hobbes's memorable words that children "are
born inapt lor society." Both, again, were hard 10

place on the spectrum that runs from left-wing lib-
eralism 10 moderate socialism; Dewey, as Diggins
remarks, thought FDR by no means went far
enough in reconstructing the American economy

after the Depression, while Russell all his life
hoped that mankind would become rational and
adopt the decentralized Guild Socialism to which
he and Dewey had both subscribed in optimistic
pre-war days.

What is more striking than their similarities is
the absolute barrier that divided them. Diggins only
touches on ir when he observes that critics of prag-
matism "believed that pragmatism simply confused
truth with the process of its verification." For Rus-
sell at any rate, pragmatism was a sort 01 secular
blasphemy. With God gone and most ethics shaky,
all mankind had left was a concern for the truth-s-
no. a concern for what it would "pay to believe:'
bUI a concern for how things really were.

By bringing philosophy back into the market.
place, Dewey closed .he -breach that Russell had

'opened between the concerns of the intellectual
and the duties of the plain man. By the same token
he lost something important It is not only, as
Diggins says, that critics like Van Wyck Brooks and
Lewis Mumford could complain that he exalted the
practical at the expense of the spiritual. It is more
that Dewey's passion for closing all gaps and reject-
ing all dichotomies is ultimately less true 10 life
than Russell's insistence on the tragic dimension of
everyday existence. A strong sense of the useless-
ness of truth and its unrelaiedness to human affairs
still strikes many of us as an indispensable element
in the psychology of the serious philosopher.

. Alml Rmll
Department of Politi(:.,

Princeton Universiiv
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Credit Ashley Hontague (RSN55-5).


