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ANNUAL HEETING (1990)

(1) June 22-24 at The Russell Archives. The Bertrand Russell Archives at Mcl1aster University, Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada is the handsome site ot the BRS's 1990 Annual l1eeting. We repeat what BRS President Hichael RockIer
said in the previous newsletter:

It is a sad fact that most members have never attended an Annual l1eeting. That's a pity because attending a
meeting and meeting fellow members is a very satisfying experience, quite aside from the fact that you see
an interesting program and learn more about BR.

I know that -- alas! it can be expensive to attend a meeting. But if you cannot afford to attend a
meeting every year, perhaps you can afford it once in a while, and if so, 1990 is a good year to do
it ...because the Archives are a special place. There you can see not only books, including BR's own personal
collection of books, but also manuscripts, letters, pictures and posters ...and meet Archivist Ken BlackHel1
and his Archives colleagues. BR's own personal desk (and chair), th~ one on which he did much ot his
writing, is there. You can also hear BR talk, on tape; there's a large library of tapes to choose from.

The program for the weekend includes a tour of the Archives; a talk by Michael RockIer, Bertrand Russell
and Educatlon: Katharine Tait's cr i ticue, a Marvin Kohl workshop, Russell's Theory ot Rational Love; a Don
Jackanicz discussion, Religion and Science; Tim Madigan on Russell and Dewey on Education: Similarltles and
Dltterences; Thorn Weidlich on The Bertrand Russell/City College Case: 1940; a talk by Louis Greenspan at the
Saturday Night Banquet; A History ot the Bertrand Russell Society by Lee Eisler; and a Red-Hackle Hour beforethe Banquet.

There is a single, all-inclusive charge for all of this. It includes the registration fee; lodging Friday and
Saturday nights in Wallingford Hall, an excellent McMaster Residence; all meals, from the Friday evening meal
through Sunday morning breakfast, inclUding the Saturday Night Banquet. The per person charge for double
occupancy is S110 Canadian; tor single occupancy, S125 Canadian. A U.S. Post Otfice money order for Sl~5
Canadian was S108,76 US (on 1/29/90). A Pennsylvania bank wanted S128.96 US for the equivalent.

He urge you to register immediately. This Hill help the Hcllaster planners. Please send S110 or S125 Canadian to
THE BERTRAND RUSSELL ARCHIVES, Hills tlemorial Library, Mctlaster Uni versi ty, Hamil ton, Ontario, Canada L8S 4Lb.
Remember, the cheapest way to send money to Canada is by US Post Office Money Order.

Use the Registration Form on the blue top sheet of this newsletter. Thanks!

The Hay news Lett er will provide certain specifics, such has how to head for tlctlaster(from anyvhe re I, and
where to check in on arrival, etc.

See you there!

(2) Harvin Kohl's Workshop on Russell's Theory ot Rational Love will meet Saturday, June 23rd, at 3:30 pm.
Participants and suggestions are welcome. The topic: Hhat is love, and can we (collectively or individually)
determine vnat is worthy or most worthy of being loved",

Basic reading: What I Believe (1925), Section II, The Good Lite. in The Basic wri tuurs ot Bertrand
Russell, Egner and Denonn, eds. NY: Simon & Schuster, 1967. 371-375. You are strongly urged to read this inadvance.

Other suggested readings:
Robert "BrOlm,AnalYZlng Love. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987.
tlarvin Kohl, tsrin«, Rus se I L and Hatlonal Love. RSNb4-b.
Robert J. Sternberg, Llking vs. LOVing. Psychological Bulletin 102:3 (1987), 331-345.

Of'FICERS OF THE BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY, INC.

(3) Chairman, Harvin Kohl; President, Hichael Rock.Ier , Vice President, John Lenz , 'l'reasurer,Dennis J. Darland;
Secretary, Don Jackanicz; Vice President/Information, Lee Eisler.

'Russell Society News, a quarterly. Lee Eisler, Editor, 1664 Pleasant View Road, Coopersburg, PA le0Jb
Harvin Kohl, Co-Editor, 715 Ilaytum Hall, SUNY at Fredonia, Fredonia, NY 14063

Russell Society Library: Tom Stanley, Librarian, Box 434, Wilder, VT 05088
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BY BERTRAND RUSSELL

(4) From I Bei ieve, Clitton Fadiman, ed . , Ni':Simon IJ.~chuster, 1939, pp , 409-412, with thanks to TOll S'l'ANliliY:

Bertrand Russell

the excitements of the wars of religion. So, I doubt not, the
modern wars of ideologies will be succeeded by another age
of reason, in whic~, once more, people will not be willing to
persecute in the name of beliefs for which there is no
evidence.
. Fascism and Communism, when analyzed psychologically,

are seen to be extraordinarily similar. They are both creeds
by which ambitious politicians seek tv concentrate in their
own persons the power that has hitherto been divided be-
tween politicians and capitalists. Of course they have their
d.iffering ideologies. But an ideology is merely the politi-
Clan's weapon; it is to him what the rifle is to the soldier.
This is still true, psychologically, even if the politician is
taken in by his own eloquence. The technique of both
parties is the same: first, to persuade a minority by an

ideology which appeals to hate; then, by some trick, to con-
fine military power to this minority; and finally, to establish
a tyranny. The method, so far as the modern world is con-
cerned, was invented by Cromwell.

The defects of the method are obvious. Since it appeals
to hate, it involves, internally, cruelty and suppression of
every kind of freedom, and externally, a vehement reaction
of fear and preparation for war. Owing to its revivalist's
technique, its success, like that of analogous religious move-
ments in the past, cannot be more than temporary; before
long, enthusiasm gives place to corruption, and zeal degen-
erates into the activities of spies and informers. The ruler,
terrified of assassination and palace revolutions, is the pris-
oner of his own secret service; everyone else comes to know
that the road to success is to denounce relations and friends
for imaginary conspiracies. There is nothing new about all
this; it may be studied in the pages of Tacitus as well as in
recent accounts of Russia.

It is a great misfortune that so many radicals should have
persuaded themselves that the millennium is to be reached
along such a road, and should have closed their eyes to the
similarity of different brands of totalitarian states. The men-
tality produced by the Great War has encouraged an exces-
sive belief in what can be achieved by violence, without the
concurrence of the populations concerned; and at the same
time impoverishment has stimulated the desire to find an
enemy to whom misfortunes may be attributed. The cure
for the crisis due to the Great 'War is thought to be a still
greater war; all the disillusionments of idealists at Versailles
and after are forgotten. In this there is no wisdom. It is not
by violence and cruelty and despotism that the happiness of
mankind is to be secured. In 1914 the world started along a
"Tong road, which it is still traversing, faster and faster the
longer the end of the journey remains out of sight. Perhaps

the blind alley will have to be followed to the very end, as
in the wars of religion, before men discover that it leads no-
where. But in the meantime those who retain the use of
reason should not encourage the frantic stampede toward
disaster.

NOTHING that has happened in the world since the first ap-
pearance of Living Philosophies has caused me to alter any
of my beliefs, but some events have led to a change of em-
phasis. In ordinary life we do not have to proclaim vigor-
ously that two and two are four, because we do not find it
questioned; but if important governments put people to
death for asserting it, we might have to devote time to the
multiplication table which otherwise might be better em-
ployed. So it is at the present time. It had seemed, to my
?"enera.ti.on, that certain principles were definitely' accepted
In politics, e.g., that Jews and Christians should have the
same social and political rights; that a man should not be de-
prived of life or liberty except by due process of law; and
that there should be freedom of opinion except in so far as
some interference might be necessary in time of actual war.

These principles, in whole or part, are now rejected by
the governments of Germany, Italy, Russia, India, and
Japan, not to mention many smaller countries. Those who
dis~p'prove of their rejection in one case very often approve
of It In another. Communists are shocked by the tyranny in
Fascist countries, but think it quite right that Stalin should
be able to execute his colleagues whenever the humor seizes
him. Fascists are horrified by the sufferings of Russian
kulaks, but think that Jews deserve no mercy. The world
grows more and more fierce, and fewer and fewer people
object to atrocities committed by their own party.

In these circumstances, those of us who still believe in
tolerance and democracy are told that we are condemning
ourselves to futility, since victory must go either to the

Fascists or to the Communists. I think this point of view
quite unhistor ical, but in any case I could not accept it.

To begin with the historical argument. For a time, the
Western world was divided between the followers of'Luther
and the followers of Loyola; all governments were on one
side or the other, fierce wars were fought, and the few who,
like Erasmus, remained neutral might have been thought
negligible. But after about a hundred years of slaughter
without victory to either side, people got tired of the whole
business and just stopped. To us, in retrospect, there seems
very little to choose between persecuting Protestants and
persecuting Catholics: we should divide the world of'the
seventeenth century into fanatics and sensible people, put-
ting the opposing fanaticisms together as analogous follies.
So, in retrospect, will Communism and Fascism appear. The
ultimate victory is never to the fanatic, because he tries to
keep men's emotions in a state of tension which the great
rnajor itv, in the long run, find unbearable. The eighteenth
century-the age of reason-was a period of relaxation after
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[jRON WORLD GOVBRNHENT

(5) I~JY should we bother th~nk~ng about world governmentr

It may be thought needlessly Utopian to consider I~orld government, since it remains totally impossible so long
as the East-West tension continues. It is, however, an urgent problem, since, unless it ~s solved w~thin the
next generation, it is unlikely that the human race will survive. A statement ot this sort is tound annoying,
because people do not like changing their mental habits, and hating certain foreign nations is one ot the
most deeply ingrained ot these habits.

It does not, of course, present itself in this way to their minds. What presents itself consciously is a
quick conviction that any unusual thought is absurd. The conviction is so quick and firm that they never look
to see whether it has a rational basis. I think, however, that anybody who can resist this unreasoning impulse
must perceive that the survival ot the human race depends upon the abolition of war, and that war can only be
abolished by the establishment of a world government. (Fact and Fiction 1961 Simon & Schuster pp. 99-100)

What powers would a world government need?

Primarily those involving peace and war. It would need a monopoly of all the more'important weapons of war. It
would need the right to revise treaties between nations, and to refuse to recognize any treaty to which it
would not give assent. It would need a firm determination to make war upon any nation which rebelled against
its authority or committed a hostile aggression against any other nation. -

But it would not need to control nations as regards their internal economic development, as regards ttie i i:

education or their religious institutions, or any of the matters that could rightly be regarded as internal.
(Italics added. )

What, in fact, it should take away from a nation is what has long ago been taken away from an individual
-- namely, the right to kill. Individual citizens, unless they are gangsters, do not feel their liberty
unduly hampered by the fact that they cannot shoot their neighbor whenever he plays the piano ~oo loudly.

Individual nations ought to learn that a similar limitation upon their liberty is equally
unobjectionable. They ought to be content Ilith liberty to control their own affairs, and not demand the
opporunity to shoot foreigners whenever the vmm takes them. It is this opportunity of wh ich a vor Id
government vou Ld have to deprive them. But it need not deprive them of any liberty that a decent person could
desire. (Fact and Pi ct.i on 19b1 Simon Ix Schuster pp. 100-101)

What are the prospects tor worLd government In the near ruturer

Attempts to form new groups by purely voluntary co-operation usually tail, because whatever governmf"nt IS
constituted for such groups does not command traditional respect, and is not likely to be allOIledenough pcve r
to enforce respect.

The most important application ot this principle in the present day is to world government.
for the prevention ot war, the existence ot a single Government tor the whole planet IS indispensable.

[jut a tederal Government tormed by mutual agreement, as the League ot Nations and the United Nations were
formed, is sure to be weak, because the constituent nations will feel as the barons felt in the tliddle Aye~.
that anarchy is better than loss of independence.

And Just as the substitution of orderly government for anarchy in the lliddle Ages depended upon the
victory of the royal power, so the substitution ot order for anarchy in international relations, if it comes
about, will come about through the superior power of some one nation or group ot nations. And only atter sucn
a single Government has been constituted will it be possible for the evolution towards a democratic form at
international government to begin.

This view, Which I have held for the last thirty years, encounters vehement opposition from all people at
liberal outlook, and also from all nationalists of Hhatever nation. I agree, of course, that it lIould be tar
better to have an international Government constituted by agreement, but I am quite convinced that the love at
national independence is too strong for sucD a Government to have effective power.

Ylhen a single Government for the wo rLd , embodying the military supremacy ot some nation or group ot
nations, has been in pove r for a century or so, it Hill begin to command that degree ot respect that Iii11
make it possible to base its power upon lal/and sentiment rather than on forc~, and I/hen that happens, the
international Government can become democratic.

I do not say that this is a pleasant prospect; \lhat I do say is that men's anarchic impulses are so
strong as to be incapable of yielding in the first place to anything but superior force. This Iiould not be the
case it men \/ere more rational, or less filled \lith hatred and fear.

But so long as the present type of national sentiment persists, any attempt to establish a really
vigorous international Government I/Quld be countered by an irresistible propaganda: "\'Iouldyou rat.ner live as
slaves than die as free men?" the champions ot·national independence \-Iouldask. In every nat~on in IIhich there
\-las a good hope of not dying, but living, as free men, this rhetorical question \/ould be ansl/ered by a
general shout in tavor at dying tor treedom.

I do not say that there is no hope ot a better method ot ending the international anarchy; Ilhat I do say
is that there is no hope ot this unless and until individuals are much changed from "hat they are nov , It lIill
be necessary that individuals shall have less feeling ot hostility and fear tOllards other indiViduals, more
hope ot security as regards their DIm lives, and a far more vivid realization that, in the worLd 'Ihich modern
technique has created, the need ot \-lorld-\-Iideco-operation is absolute, it mankind is to survive. Can a
leopard change his spots! I believe that he can, but it not, terrible calamities must befall him.

(New Hopes tor a Changing NorLd 1951 Simon & Schuster pp.72-731
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BR' s vi.ews on
called "extreme"
on Nuclear Ivar
Peace. In it Gay

nuclear war -- whi.ch assume that nuclear war wou Ld destroy all life on earth -- are being
by some. vli1liarnC. Gay's paper The Russell Hook Debates at 1958: Arguments tram the Extremes
and the iiovlet union was presented at the October 1989 meeting of Concerned Prn l osoptier s ror
says:

1 will tocus on Russell's tendency to argue from the extreme
life and on Hook's tendency to argue from the other extreme
freedom.

premise that nuclear war could
premise that communism could

destroy all
destroy all

Is BR's view "extreme"? No one can know for certain whether a nuclear war would extinguish all life on earth.
Haybe it would, maybe it wouldn't. It you assume that life would survive a nuclear war -- then if nuclear
war occurs, ~ld it turns out you were mistaken, nothing alive would be left. But if you make the other
assumption, that life would not survive a nuclear I,ar, then you become aware of the crucial importance ot
preventing war ...and it you succeed, lite can continue.

It is therefore prudent to assume the worst. BR, in assuming the worst, is in fact acting prudently.

Add to this BR's feeling that nuclear war was inevitable. As a student o~ history, BR believed that any
horrible act that could occur, sooner or later would occur. No atrocity has ever failed to occur when the
means ot performing it were available. Han's inhumanity to man has a.lways been limited by his means. Hitler
killed millions of Jews and others; he had the means of doing so. He would surely have killed all the
inhabitants of Churchill's England -- the only country that stood up to Hitler at the time, and fought him
if he had had the means ...if he had had A-Bombs.

At present, thousands of nuclear missiles are aimed at the adversary from both sides of the lEon Curtain. The
means ot fighting a nuclear war clearly existed in BR's day (and still exist today).

An interviewer told BR that some thought he was being "fanatical" in his views about the likelihood of nuclear
war. BR's response was: "It is hard not to be fanatical. The issue is so large."

[Can someone supply the quotation (and source I in Ilhich BR says that any folly that could occur woul d occur':
Ditto, BR's response to the interviewer. The Gay paper is in the kS Library. J

elk APPRECIATED
(b)

This is Albert Einstein's personal copy
at I~hy 1 Am Not A cnrs st i an, Note ----->
his signature in the upper right corner.
Thank you, AL SECKEL.
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l:lH IN'l'8HVIEWED

(7) Cl:lS IntervieH. see It Now (3/22/55). from See It No I", Hurrow and I:'riendly, eds. NY: Simon 6< Schuster, l:1':i':i.
Thank you, TOI·1STANLEY.

xrunnow: Lord Bcrtrund Russell is a scientist, a philosopher', and
an author. He won the Nobel prize for literature at the age of
seventy-nine. IIc is now eighty-three. He lives lit 41 Queens
Road, Ricluuond, Surrey, and it was here that Howard Smith
interviewed him.

5:111TII: \Ycll, Lord Russell. we've been talking a great dc.il about
America's faults. Are there any British faults that make-that
make relations diflicult?

LOIlD nVSSELL: I think the British have very grave faults. I don't
think they're political. I think they are more social. I am con-
stantly really shocked by the impolite things that English people,
in talk, will suy about and to Americans-things that really make
me blush, because they are so unjust. And I think thcy ought
to learn the orrlinurv courtesies of life in dealing with Americans,
which they dcn 't seem tu hnve at present, and I think that's
been a very grea t source of trouble-very great.

S:I[lTH: \Yell, Lord Bussell, there seems to han been an unusual
amount of friction between America and Great Britain just in
the past year. \\'h:lt do you feel is wrong?

LOIlDnl'SSELL: \\'ell. the fundamental cause of the friction between
England and America is a difference of view as to policy, espe-

cially, I think, in the East. The English have a more cautious
approach to Eastern questions, we think, than you seem to have.
Wc're more afraid of war and less persuaded of the justice of
certain causes which appear just to America. I notice that Attlee
said quite emphatically and without reservation that the Chinese
Communist government ought to have Formosa. I think that
is a view which is very general in England and hardly anybody
holds it in America. It's a very great diflcrcnce, and of course,
there goes with that another difference which is: most English
people who know anything about China consider that Chiang
Kai-shek is a ruffian, a totalitarian, a bad man altogether, and
not the sort of man that one wants to support. And also they
think that Americans are quite mistaken in supposing that if
Chiang Kai-shek, with the help of America, were to invade
China, large parts of the Chinese population would come over
to support him. Because they remember that Chiang Kai-shek
was beaten because his troops deserted to the Communists. That
was before the Communists had power to make them do so.

SMITH: 'Veil, what about America's general attitude toward world
affairs? Could you make any suggestion as to how we might
develop our attitude?

LORDRUSSELL: 'Veil, in Europe, I don't think I ha ve much criticism
of the American attitude. I think, as far as European aflairs go,
I am pretty much in agreement with it. It's-it's almost entirely
as regards Asia that I don't agree. Not that I like the Communist
regimes. I don't. I don't like them at all. But I don't think it's

the duty of the yYest tq go crusading against any regime it
doesn't happen to like. That's altogether too serious. I think, of
course, in your internal, national affairs, the will of the country
is supreme, and if'the country wants something, that happens,
and you get the habit of thinking the will of the country is
supreme. Now, in international affairs, that is not so. You meet
the will of other countries and there has to be give and take,
and you haven't the. habit of give and take in politics in the
same way, I think, that you would have after long experience.

You don't-you feel as though you are giving away a principle
when you concede things to the other party; whereas it's in
the very essence of negotiation.

SMITH: Can you suggest any practical steps we might take to
improve relations and to strengthen the Western Alliance
morally?

LORDRUSSELL: I think that one of the things I should most wish to
see is that there should be no more of this purging of libraries
and purging of professors, and no longer the attempt to impose
upon the public, by authority and misinformation, a false view
about a great many important world problems; and that it
should no longer be thought that a man who brings forward
some fact that the authorities would like to have kept dark is
necessarily disloyal. I think that is one of the main sources of
trouble. Undoubtedly, the harshness in America toward people
who are thought to be Communist sympathizers is a thing which
has shocked English opinion-and, I expect, continental opinion
too. The kind of thing that has been associated with McCarthy-
but it isn't by any means confined to him. I think what has de-
feated McCarthy is the fact that other people have taken up
his policy, and so I don't see that, from a public point of view,
there's very much gained.

SMITH: Yes.
LORDRUSSELL: I don't thirik it's very much better. Now, this habit

of investigating anybody who works for government-so mi-
nutely-makes scientists shy off from government work, and is
almost certain to be a very great impediment to atomic research
in America, and actually to make the whole business of atomic
weapons not nearly so effective as it would be if there was less.

SMITH: Do you draw any hope from such things as the Supreme
Court decision against segregation in American schools?

LORDRUSSELL: Yes. I think that's a very good thing indeed. And

I should like to say here, generally, that I find no criticism what-
ever of the federal judiciary in America, which I think is very
good indeed. Its decisions seem to be sound and liberal and wise.

SMITH: Well, which do you think is the greater menace in the world
today, Lord Russell: Communism, or the problems that arise
due to the awakening of what are called the backward peoples
in Asia and Afriea?
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LORD RUSSELL: Well, they nre virtually the same problem because
-the-certainly the awakening of Asia's a thing going like a
prairie fire. The Communists have made themselves the protag-
onists of the-the people of Asia, and they will be the protagonists
of the people in Africa as soon.as there is much doing there, and
that is a very grave danger. But at the same time, I think that
we, the 'Western nations, are very much to blame for not having
done the things which ought to have been done-such as land
reform, for instance, which ought to have been done long ago,
and which we've left for the Communists to do.

SMITH: Well, do you feel then that we have a good chance of lead-
ing the Western Alliance along constructive paths?

LORD RUSSELL: Well, nobody else has-that's quite certain. Imean-
[LORD RUSSELL LAUGHS] it's got to be you or nobody.

SMITH: I think a great many Americans doubt the validity of a
policy of peaceful coexistence with the Russians. Do you feel
that it is possible?

LORD RUSSELL: I think there are only two possibilities: coexistence
and coextinction. If you're not going to find a way of coexisting,
the human race will cease to exist. That's in view of modern
armaments. And I think we've got to coexist. I think the Rus-
sians have got to realize that, and we have got to realize it. I am
perfectly aware that we shan't get the Russians to realize it
unless we have very powerful armaments. We must have suf-
ficiently powerful armaments to make the Russians think a war
is not worth while. That, I think, is obvious. I am not at all
inclined to urge disarmament at the present time-not at all.
But Ido think we have got to realize, ourselves, and we have got
to get the Russians to realize, that if there is a war, neither side
will get any single thing that it wants. Nothing. The Russians
won't get world empire. We shan't get security. What you would
get is masses of corpses and an extinction of the human race.
And that's not what any.body wants-so that we've got to learn
to coexist somehow,

(8)
BR'S BIRTHDAY

vlrong date. t:J1<'s birthday is Hay Lst.n , not llay 17th as lie wrongly reported (RSN64-3). Our kilOvlledgeable
colleagues. Archivist K]:;Nt:JLACKvlJ:;LLand Librarian 1'011 ::i'l'ANLEY.noted the error. Ken sent this conr i rnu nq
evidence:

B ] 0401

CEltTlFlI::DCut',' of an BIltrr IIIa HEGISTER ofBI~THS,
(6 & 7 WnUV,. cap. 86.)

I

Giver at the GENERAL REciisTER OUICE,
, SOMERSET Housr; LO~DON.

SUPERINTE'NDENT REGISTRAR'S "DISTRICT /1

HOII snou t d Ii" t ake no t i ce at bH s e Lr tridav r \'ii til t i rec racke rsr Homan cand Lesr Dancing in the streets;' LINDA
J:;GJ:;NWHI:'otters thlS suggestl011:

un t:JH's birthday. members in areas where t.he ne are more than Just a couple at members should arrange to meet
tor dinner at an agreed-on restaurant. They can arrange ahead at time to nave a cake vi tn candles come t r om
the kitchen at dessert-time. All can raise their glasses in a toast to the memory at the man Hila said. "Tile
good lite is one inspired by love and guided by knowl edqe ;" Someone may be given the hono r at bLovnnq out
the candles ... or all can Join together in one great super-putt. How many candles on tile cake:' tlany small
ones torming the letters t:J H'I As you \·Iish.

Thanks, Linda!

Tllose at you IIho attend Hay 1t:Jth BH Birthday Dinners. please let us know about it.
Page 1, bottom.) (NeHsletter address on
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I::lR QUOTED

George Sheehan, MD

(9) From i'he Phys~c~an ana Sports tteaic uie (January 88).

february l';l':'0

Pursuing Happiness

Man is an animal," wrote
Bertrand Russell, "and
his happiness depends
on his physiology more

than he likes to think." Health comes
first. Of course, we look to a funda-
men tal state free of disease-c-or, at the
least, free of disease that limits our
daily activities.

Happiness, however, connotes
more than this neutral status. Russell
thought that the trained body. was im-
portant "Unhappy businessmen," he
stated, "would increase their happi-
ness more by walking 6 miles every
day than by any conceivable change in
philosophy."

Walking 6 miles a day is quite likely
to change one's philosophy as well.
Thousands of walkers-and runners,
swimmers, and cyclists-will attest to
a new sense oflife's meaning arrived
at during their physical activity. The
mind as well as the body, is in motion.

Russell thought it was impossible to
be happy without physical activity, as
well as mental. But such activity, he
suggested should be agreeable. It also
should be directed to a desired end,
and not be contrary to our impulses.
"A dog will pursue rabbits to the point
of complete exhaustion and be happy
the whole time. But if you put a dog on
a treadmiJJ, it would not be happy be-
cause it is not engaged in a natural ac-
tivity."

ColumnistSheehan is a cardiologistin Red
Bank, New Jersey.

I am an observer of happy dogs.
Daily, I see numbers of them walking
with their owners on the boardwalk
and grass in front of our beach house.
They are a curious lot, constantly in
motion and exploring the world
around them. At times they engage in
play, chasing thrown sticks or pursuing
frisbees. One characteristic is imme-
diately evident Dogs are very serious
when having fun. They may wag their
tails, but they are totally concentrated
on what is about to happen.

Play isjust as important to us as it is
to dogs. Some things we do with our
bodies should be done merely because
they are fun-not because they serve
some serious purpose. If we are not
performing some activity that is en-
joyable on its own account, we should
look for something that is. We may not
find an activity as natural to us as
hunting is to a dog, but we can come
quite close.

"When things are bad," observed
Russell, "what a person needs is not a
new philosophy, but a new regimen-

. a dilTerent diet, or more exercise, or
what not" That advice seems simplis-
tic, but it worked for me. I took to the
roads in my 45th year and shored up a
life that was coming apart

Regimen was also the key to the
Greeks' pursuitofhappiness. They be-
lieved that self-mastery included mas-
tery of the body. Their education
treated the body as equal to the mind
and spirit. The ancient Greeks spent
time every day in the gymnasium and
palaestra engaged in athletic activity.

The key is movement that is play.
What we do with our bodies and
minds must be an end in itself as well
as a means to an end Man is an ani-
mal, as Russell' states. Man is a child
too, whose happiness depends more
on tha! psychology than we think.

Our needs are complex, Our goals
come from our highest yearnings, but
we must recognize our animal in-
stincts and our childhood impulses.
Integrating animal, child and adult is
a formidable task. Yet our happiness
depends upon it . •

What marks happy people, accord-
ing to Russell, are two qualities: a sta-
ble framework built around a central
purpose, and play. Our leisure should
include physical play of some sort.
This need not be sport, although that
is the best way to guarantee play. The
game, the contest, the race, the com-
petition, are not essential. What is re-
quired is the spontaneous expression
of the self as body.

Achieving happiness is a large proj-
ect, but Russell's suggestion makes for
a good start Like Emerson, and Spen-
cer before him, he is saying that if you
wish to be a success in this life, you
must first be a good animal.

We can be good animals through
exercise that is tedious and repetitious.
The better way is through play, which
is exercise done without realizing it.
The secret of the successful 6-mile
walk is leaving worle,family, cares, and
responsibilities behind and entering a
world that is strangely, yet satisfyingly,
all your own. P.;M

( 10)
QUESTION,

DaV1d Heltz asks I/hether anyone recognizes the toLlovu nq quotation ...and it so, is it correct:'

1' G d . t b t whether l'f He does. He is anyone you wou Ld wan tThe question is not Whether you be 1eve 0 eX1S s, u , .
to be associated With.

David adds: "1 thought H. L. l1enken said it. bl,ltI cannot tind a reterence. Any help would be appreClatect.
Thanks"

Please send responses to the newsletter, address on Page 1, bottom.
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ASSESSI~NTS OF BR

(ll) From 1~e 1~mes or lndla, New Delhi 12/9/70). Thank you, HARRY RUJA.

"I BWE-YE," nid Demand
Ruuell In bis What I Believ«

wrilten 'when he w.. filty.two,
"Ihat I .hall rOI. and nOlhin; of
my elo will survive. I am not
yo una and I love lire,' nut I should
•com to .hiver with terror at tb.
thouaht of annlhllallon."

'H. thouaht III, the ume ••••y
when h. wu .eventy.ei,ht. "In an
old man ••.ho hAt known human
joy. and .orro",.. and hal achieved
whalever ••.ork It ......, In him to
do," be Mote. "the fur of death
i. .omewhat abject and l~noble."
The best way to grow old, he felt,
Is neither to bav. undue absorp-
tion in th. put nor c1in~ to youth
In the bope of .udlnl vllour from
ill vilalily, to make your Interut.
gradually ""Ider and more imper-
.000al "until bit by bit the ••.• Ils of
the ego recede and your, life be.
comea Increuln.ly mel'ied in, tha'
Wliverul Ufe,"

RUlleJl endeavo~red all bit Iif.
to put Ibl. precept Into practice.
When most phiiosopbeB-not to
'peAk ordinary men-e-would have
reallDed tIlQIIClvu 10 the ovils and
1111 of the 1l'orld. murmurin,.
Warter me the delu~", he contl-
nued to .tand fearlClily for biJ In-
nermest convlctJona and protest
a•• lNt m&D'a inbumaDil~' to 1J1I,I].

Russell Wli the lTCalest amona
the philosopben of bJa day, II.
wu allO a .ocial theorist, an ar-
dent reformer and an incomparable
literary ••yllil writinl with r,rofun.
dity, clarity and wit, Hartl y any·
one could equal him In his cara-
city 10 elucidate tb. essen~ oc. a
question '.nd 10 .nswer II· WIth
complete Intellectual honesty. Ein-
steln once Illid lhat Russell •••.•• tbe
wlttlest man be ever met.

Amazing
What was the secret of this man

II. hose originalily of Ihin~ln~ equal-
led hi, aonalil1e versaulity? Her-
bert Gottschalk. a German biogra-
pher, lAw two very dille rent !acel.
of Russell'. ehar ••cter in constant
conflict in hi, penonality, There
was on one side, the cool. objec·
tive, scientifIC mind int(resled in
nothin/: but tlie pUl1uit or Iruth
and prepared to let il I(ad him
where it might; and. on the olher,
the ardent phitanlhropist deepl,Y
conscious of' his .hnre of responsa-
bility for .ocial welfare.

THE SCEPTICAL
CRUSADER

Ruesell's Aehieoement
By G. L MI:JITA

Russell himself hu revealed in
his three volumes of AUloblography
what actuated and impelled him,
On his elghtleth birthday, he wrote
that his life had been devoted I J
Iwo dilTerent objects, which had
all alonl remained separate and
had onlyheen lately united in a
single whole. II. had wanted, on
the one hand, 10 find out "•.hether
anythine could be known: and, on
the other, 10 do whatever WI' polSI,
ble lowarda .creating • h.ppie.
world. It wa. the tormer whlcb
led him to mathematlcs which he
thought would give him ". certainty
'" lila kind ot 'NIl y In WDK:h peopl.
""ant reli,loul faitb,"

From hll childhood, Ruuell ••.•1
an intellectual rebel refusina to
accepl ulom. and ItCretly doubt.
InR reliaioUI precepte. lie w;u
bitlerly disappointed wl'len he
found th.1 ,e"melry started wltb
axioms which had 10 be t.~cn nn
trus t and could nol be proved,
\ ••..hen he Questioned Euclid', ad.
oms-he started by uk ina whether
two things which are equal to the
same thing are equal to one another
-his elder brother. Frank. who
was leachine him, laid in despair.
"U we don't accept the uloms.
we can't 10 on."

Most Vital
Thl. I. the most vital element In

Ilertrand RUliell', Ibourht-phill>-
.ophieal and soctal. I e refused
10 accept anything a priori and
was careful not '0 allow (as mcst
of us do) hi. ideu 10 be influenc-
ed by his desires. AI Cambridge,
which provided a milieu for ra-
tional thinking, he challenged mao
thematical symbclism and rOfic.1
concepts and blazed a new Ir.11 In
phllnoaophy.. iii. ae:nfnal work In
malhematlcal loele was perhaps the
most lignillcant since Art.toll.,

Russell cherished reason U the
most valuable possenion of clvl-
llsed man, "In all Ihing.," he aald.
'" bave made a vow, to follow
ulIIon not Iho Inslinctl, inherited
partly frOm my .ncestors and lain.
ed ~I&dually by .election, and part.
Iy due to my cducalion," Nol Ihat
he did not reco.nise Ihe limits of
al(.alnable knowledg.. Uut fur that
leason he w., nol prepared 10
accept "deep· rooted r.rejudicet u
heaven·.ent intuitionl.'

A sceplical .tlitude in philosophy
114 In .elenc. 1I'U In hll caae a

iource ot new ideal, , M the poet
:::aid: ,

, Th~,. /l1I~' mort truth III 411
i' hone,t doubt
'Bt/l~lIe me, than In htJif, th«

, creed,.
In hli eloquent ellay; A Trt•

MOil" WonhJp (I9C)J). . Ruaa.U
vowed that a ne"and endurin.
faitb could bo ClUted "ani)' on
the tlrm foundQllon of despelr."
An honeat Kept/dim towardi tra.
dltlonal value. and convenllonal wi ••
dom need not mean I paraty.1s of
will nor a surrender to pellimlsm.
For RUSIeU II wu • IUmulul to
c~atJv. 'houlht, &lid optJmJam.

DistreSsed
He WI' a rbiiOlOpber of action

u well a. a theorist. H. did not
live on Olympi.n hcilhtl. Pity for,
h" .ull'ering ot mankind 1l'U one
ot hi. we. 40vemlnl pauions,
"Nletzehe despl.es universal love",
he wrote In his Jllllory of Wentm
PhJlOIophy, "I feel it b tho mot Iv.
power 10 aU that I dealll u reo
carda tho world,' 110 1l'U deeply
dlatresaed by the ftnt world ••.al
Dot becaUM of lome abtUlCt prin.
ciplea but because ho could Dot
bear to AU the malminl and .Iaalh.
ter of youolt men.

JIe opposed conacriptJon at th.,
tim. and wu sentenced' 10 .is
months' Impruonment, Ria opposi-
tion to Wlr wu Itrenuoua althou,b
ho disclaimed that bo wu I paci-
fist. Some ""an. b. thoulbt. we,.
iUltlffablo: however InleDlOly he
haled them, Th. second 'WOrld warilfor instance. wu unavoidabl.
Hiller ""as not 10 usher In a new
dllk alO and tho western clvillsa.
tion \\111 not to perish. But after
the war, he wu interuely concerned
over the prospeet of the total. An-
nihil.Uon ot human Ilf. on thia
planet by a nuclear war,

When over seventy-five, be be-
gan his campQi~n .cain.t nuclear
disarmament. In 1961, neanng
eighty, he {'Crlomled a dham« near
Whiteh.1I In London and .ulfered
seven dlys' Imprisonment, At
eilhty·ellht. be : launched • civic
disobedience movement ••• Inst
nuclear arms. Untlt tile very end
h. did not 101e eilher Iho Intellec-
tual clan of hil youth or hil m0111
coulage. •

1hus.alt hi1 life. this man ,.ho
believed Ihe will to doubt and tbe
duty to question ""u D Clusnder-
for emnnell'llion of wo:nen,
n~nin't ImperiQlism and racial di,.

crimination, for social justice and
[reedorn of speech, agQinll, th.
brutalities of war nnd the mvcn-
tion and manufacture of horrible
"'e~pun, of destruction, and, above
:>11, for pence.

Adventure
Eric Fromm, Ihe di.sli~~uished

psychc-analys! and sOCioJO~lSt, hal
observed that for Runelt 'rational
tJlouehl II not a quest lor certain-
tr. but an adventure, an ICt 01 lelf-
liberation and of courage ",bleh
changes the thinker by m.~~ln.J him
more ••••.•;,;e and more ••• ' e, H~
rejected dOlmal and nebulonsneas
in IhouJht and everythJnl that vlo-
lated hia leUOD aDd conscience in
action.

Allhouab an actlvl.t In many
direction., he did notl uClr' on
nrc occasloru, ldent fy himself
with a parly or an oliinisation
nor did he pay obeisance to •
creed, Life should not b. to<1
closely regulated or too methodi-
cal. he always contended. Social
life demanded organisation and
discipline but that was .11 the more
reason why thought should be free
-In art, philosophy' and science.
Ife believed that 'to teach bow
10 live without certainty and yet
without being paralysed b'l hesi-
tatlon i, perhaps the chie thiol
that philosophy in our .gc can
Ilill do for those who study It."

IIertrand R ussell wu concerned
wlrh the whole spectrum of know-
ledge and humnn alfalra and made
a notable contributlon to nearly
all of rhern-e-mathernatlca, ,loai<:,
metaphyaics, f'IlycholoBY, soctal
philosophy, theory of education
and international polilic., lie WAI
one 0{ those rare leniuSC1 '9•.ho,
while mutednl a branch of know'
ledge, WlS never utisfi(d ~..ilh
workinl in a limited spbere and
alw.y. ,ouaht 10 come 10 .rip'
with problems ot Individual and
collective life.

Knowiog the tragic destiny of
man and the ultimate futililv or
all human endeavour, Ruuell .1-
WQy' .cted with a .plnl of I(~i••

nall~. And Ihou~h hll IIf. lacked
In I< e musure Ih. virtue 01 Iclt·
(nnlr ,it •.•.•• one of pel100al io·
volver enl In cames which he che-
rished. He WlI' IndifTer(nt to pul>-
lie obloquy .nd ready to lufTer.
Ull .ceptici!rn alw.,... concealed a
deeper failh-failh 10 m.n'. car.a·
eily to cre~te his own par.dile
through knowieda' and love.



A Bertrand !{ussell Calendar: Wouldn't you like to see one',
Here's what one might be like:

11 x 8.S-inch pages. 12 pages, one tor each month, plus
a cover. Pages hinged together, so that when the calendar is
in use, say, on a wall, you would see two 11 x 8.S-inch
pages, one above the other.

The lower page Hould have the days ot one month in
boxes, as shown here (greatly reduced). Important events in
BR's life would appear in the boxes on the proper dates:
birth, death, marriages, divorces, ditto his children and
wives, honors received (Nobel,etc.), major books published,'
other important events in his life or in the world (BR sent
to prison, anti-nuke marches, start of WWI and WWII,etc. )

The upper page would have a BR quotation, or
explanations ot the events , or possibly a photo.

Probable cost $~.
The Calendar should be a joint effort of ElRS tlembers.

Let everybody get into the act ...and onto the Calendar!
llembers would send in items for the Calendar: dates, events,
and quotations, including sources.
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LET'S HEAR FROt-!YOU! If there is sufficient interest in this
project, it you think you would buy one tor $5, let us know,
and we'll go ahead with it.

NUCLEAR STRATEGY

(13) BRS Laureate John Somervllle states the case against U.S. nuclear strategy, in New Patrlot (Nov/Dec 198~1.
Suite 1420, 202 S. State, Chicago, lL 60605. We have added the underlining.

By John Somavtllt
From its beginning philosophy has meant the

systcmauc use of reason to answer ultimate
questions concerning human life and the fate of
the human world. In our day, for the first time in
human history, the physical existence of the whole
human world can be irreversibly tenninated by one
brief conflict fought out with the present nuclear
weapons. Philosophers. like everyone else. are
therefore faced with the categorically imperative
laSk of preventing what might well be called
instant nuclear omnicide.

In this effort our best method is education of the
public and of governments. It is not necessary for
any philosophy to change its doctrines or
leachings. It is necessary only to convince people
and governments that in order to go on living in
any human community" whatever, nuclear weapons
must be outlawed. To use them in conflict would
not only be mass suicide but mass murder as well-
-enforced omnicide. TIle facts that need to be
taught are relatively simple, though some are not
widely known and others are so painful to admit
that many refuse to believe them or even to think
about them at all. .

While everyone blows what happened at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki it must be emphasized
that the nuclear weapons used there were only the
first crude models. and were used only by one
side, against only two cities. Yet the results were
so inhumanly horrible that for next fumy years lilC
acknowledged policy of our government was that
we would never again be firs! !D Use nuclear
~

owever. this lic was ab II reversed Jul
2. 1975. in a startling public announcement y our
Secretary of Defense. James Schlesinger who
stated in his press interview' "Under no

NUCLEAR DE'l'EAAENCE -- PHILOSOPHY OF OHNICIDE

circumstllnces could we disavow the first use of
nuclear weaoons", This option of fU'St-use became
the present NATO POlic~ called nuclear deterrence.
As officially acknowl ged, ihls pohcy stance
means that anything considered by us to be an
attack against any U.S. or NATO forces by any
conventional weapons. such as tanks. may be
:mswered by our nuclear weapons if, in our
Judgement, our conventional weapons are
insufficient to meet it. That is, we would
transform survivable conventional war into
unsurvivable omnicidal conflict,

This first-use policy stance has been maintained
b the U.S. and NA lOin sIte 01 the lad thai on
len se &rate occasIons t 011 allons enera
Asscm y as <eaterat I at any Irst usc 0
nuclear wea ns would now be "a cmne a amst
humanity. and a VIO lJon 0 e .. carter".
This charter was not only SIgned by us, hUI
largely created by us.

We cannot overlook the fact. highly significant '
10 the rest of the world. that both the People' s
Republic of China and the U.S.S.R. have
unilalerall~ pledged before the United Nations that
they would never be first 10 use nuclear weapons,
It is also a fact. much better blown by the world
public than by our own, that the Warsaw Treaty
Organization has several times proposed to the
U.S. and NATO a mutual treaty that neither side
would be first to use nuclear weapons. All these
proposals have been rejected by NATO and by the
execuuve branch of our government, without
waiting for any debate in our Congress or our
media.

At the same time President Reagan repeatedly
stated in public speeches here and abroad'
"Nuclear war cannot be won, and must never ~

fought". Since the President is also Commander- in
Chief of our armed forces. Reagan's statement-
may account for the fact thaI repc31e<1poll, I"k,,"
b the Public A 'end" Foundallon and Ilrll"-'II

n1vcrsH S ow th,ll more th;tn or';'1 pi Ill\[

eligible voters are finnly but mistlkenly convinced
that our policy is now no-first-use, thaI IS. tb:u
"we will never usc nuclear weapons unless we arc
attacked with nuclear weapons". BUI the very heart
of our present nuclear-military policy is 10 rct.un
the option of first-usc. in spite (,f the fael Ihal
nothing is more dcstabdizing than the explicit
threat 10 be first to usc nuclear weapons, "nd
nothing would be more confulcncc-building Ih:I"
mutual agreement 10 han their first usc.'

Paradoxically, President Reagan and lain
President Bush urgently called for a han on the
use of chemical weapons, specifically because they
arc "100 horrible". Are not nuclear wcapons even
more horrible? The policy of first-usc of nuclear
weapons today is morally indefensible and legally
criminal because it tries 10 justify a crime so
horribly enormous that it could be cornrniucd only
once. a sin so utterly unspeakable that il never
even had a name, until now--omnieide.

In view of these facts nuclear deterrence might
acruatly be termed insane nuclear- blackmail. II
was this that led the head of the government of
India to say that nuclear deterrence is the ultimate
form of state terrorism. It should be rejected by
all people and every government in the world. by
all philosophers and every philosophy in the
world. Humankind has many other problems UIJI
philosophers and governments must deal with, nul
if the nuclear omnicide problem is not solved first,
there will be no possibility of dealing with any of
the others.
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~ PHiLOSOPHERS REI~llliER SIUNEY HOOK

(14) Paul Kurtz, in Free Lnqu.iry (l'linter 198':1/':116,pp.40-1):

On September 25. 1989. a memorial was
held at the New York University to

commemorate the passing of the veteran
secular humanist philosopher Sidney Hook.
Participating at the meeting were distin-
guished leaders of thought and action
representing a wide range of viewpoints-
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan; Jean
Kirkpatrick. the former ambassador to the
United Nations; Lane Kirkland. the presi-
dent of the AFL-CIO; John Bunzel and Mira
Todorovich of the University Centers for
Rational Alternatives; Leo Cherne and
Leonard Sussman of Freedom House; Carl
Gershman of the Endowment for Demo-
cracv: Herbert Hill of the A. Philip Ran-
dolph Institute: Melvin Laskey, the editor

of Encounter magazine: and others.
Many of the speakers who attended are

considered neoconservatives-yet Hook
resisted that description. He was a social
democrat. he said. who believed in a free
society and the welfare state. but strongly
rejected the idea that the social order must
be based on religion. He was well known
for his polemical skills. and maintained
relationships with individuals of diverse
political and ideological stances. He once
quipped that many of his friends were not
friends of one another.

Sidney Hook exerted a powerful influ-
ence on modern thought. Moynihan. Las-
kev, and others heralded his vital role in
alerting Western intellectuals to the dangers
of St alinivrn. and noted that Hook lived to
see his heroic efforts vindicated: Even within

the Soviet Union he is now recognized 'as
ooe of the vital critics of totalitarian
repression.

In my remarks at the memoriall pointed
out that Hook was one of the leading
American secular humanist philosophers of
the twentieth century. Belief in God. he
argued. was a "speculative hypothesis of an
extremely low order of probability."! He did
not criticize religious beliefs. which are
personal. but he objected to efforts to
publicly declare religious doctrines as a form
of public truth. or to impose them upon
others in the community.

Hook disagreed with those who attemp-
ted to justify democracy in terms of religion.
He pointed out that from belief in the
fatherhood of God. mutually antagonistic
political systems may be drawn: Monarchy,
oligarchy. dictatorship. and so on. He
believed democracy to be justifiable only by
virtue of its empirical consequences. that is,
whether it leads to the good life for the
ordinary person and preserves the dimen-
sions of frecdom. He likewise thought that
morality was independent of religious
foondations, and that ethical judgments
would be justified autonomously by means
of intelligence.

It was thus a cause for considerable
dismay for many at the Hook memorial
when Norman Podhoretz, the editor of the
neo-conservative Commentary magazine.
published by the American Jewish Commit-
tee, came to the podium wearing a skullcap.
and immediately proceeded to chant the

Quotations from Sidney Hook

All of the above quotations are reprinted from FREE INQUIRY

"Instead of a revival of religious faith
in general, we should work specifically
toward a revival. or a new birth. of faith
In democracy."

"The validity of democracy as a moral
and political ideal does not rest upon
religious doctrine."

"Of great relevance to the concerns of
rational humanists is the contention
that without commitment to transcend-
en' religious beliefs no programs of
social reform can be justified or imple-
mented. Even some neo-conservative
thinkers. . hold this view .... In recent
years many large claims have been made
for religious fuith. It has been celebrated.
;s the topsoil of democracy. indeed of
all morality. I believe all of these
claims are false. The validity of democ-
racy as a moral and political ideal does
not rest upon religious doctrine."

"The valid itv of a moral proposition
is independent of anv divine

revelation or any other transcendent or
supernatural element."

february' l'~':"

kaddish. an ancient Hebrew praver for the
dead. Those who understood and appre-
ciated Sidney Hook's entire philosophical
career were aware of how this might have
offended him. Irving Kristol. a columnist for
the Wall Street Journal and Public Interest.
related his profound indebtedness to Hook
but he too adamantly rejected Hook's secular
humanism. Yet Sidney Hook represented the
secular humanist tradition in his time as no
one else did; he was a fearless defender of
free inquiry, reason. and the ethics of
democracy.

Hook confessed to me several times over
the years his displeasure with the religious
tone that many neo-conservative journals
were taking. He deplored the "new failure
of nerve" in an article published in Partisan
Review shortly after World War II. and
continued throughout his life his opposition
to it. He even disagreed with his revered
teacher John Dewey about whether human-
ism was religious in nature; he believed that
Dewey was abusing the ethics of language'
hy using the term "God" to refer to human
ideals. Hook. maintained on thecontrarv that
humanism is secular.

Hook embarrassed me several times in
his later years by telling me that John Dewev
had passed the torch of freedom and reason
to him and that he was bequeathing the some
responsibility to me. When I remonstrated
at his generous remarks he said that all
around us contemporary society seemed to
be abundoninz the conviction that rational
inquiry and science could be used for the
betterment of humankind. and that the ideals
of secular society needed to be defended
against its religious detractors. He thought

that FREE INQUIRY. SKEPTICAL I~QUtRER.
and Prometheus Books were beacons of light
in an often irrational world.

Last fall. I went to New York City to
bestow upon Andrei Sakharov-like Hook
a humanist laureate in the Academy of
Humanism-the International Humanist
Award on behalf of the International
Humanist and Ethical Union. I invited Hook
along. but he was too ill to go. He told me.
however. to give Sakharov his regards and
tell him how much he appreciated his valiant
defense of democracy and humanism. One
of Sidney Hook's definitions of humanism
seems to best sum up his ideals: "An ethical
humanist today," he said. "is one who relies
on the arts of intelligence to defend. enlarge.
and enhance the areas of human freedom
in the world."?

Adieu. Sidney. You will he sorctv missed.
We hope we will fulfill vour grea: expec-
tations of us.

Noles

I. Sidney Hook. Tlw Qlinl [or Heint: ('\;L'\\

York: St. Martin's Press. 196t l.
2. Paul KUft7 .. ed .. The f{wmJ1II51 ·1[t cr na nv t:

(London: Pemberton Books. 197.1). p. 3-l. •

"Humanism to me is the view that
morals are autonomous of religious
belief. that they are relevant to truths
"about nature a~d human nature. truths
that rest on scientific evidence. '"

'" do not believe there is empirical
evidence that large-scale ideas about the
existence of God. freedom. and immor-
tality have a direct bearing on human
behavior and that the erosion of
transcendental beliefs gets expressed in
immoral conduct."

"I am willing to call myself an atheist
except when it is assumed that an
atheist must be a Communist."
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(15) Corliss Lamont, in Free nina (Jan/feb 1990,p. 7):

The eulogy on Sidney Hook in the Sep-
tember/October 1989 issue of Free
Mind properly praIses him as an emi-
nent Humanist philosopher. However,
in noting that Professor Hook was "one
of communism's fiercest cntics in the
West," It did not add that he was so
fierce that he became one of America's
most fanatical anti-communists and anti.
Soviet polemicists, His speeches, arti-
cles, and books helped to stimulate the
Cold War and make rational relations
between the Soviet Union and the
United States more difficult. At the
same time, he conducted irrational feuds
against liberals and radicals, including
Bertrand Russell, a greater philosopher
than Hook, and also myself.

Regardless of his basic philosophy,
Hook went far astray in his politics and,
toward the end of his life, aligned himself
With right-Wing forces in the United
States. Although we were fellow stu-
dents and friends at Columbia, Hook
later carried on a bitter feud WIth me
for some fifty years, based primarily

upon our disagreements about the
Soviet Union, At one point, Hook
claimed I was not a genuine Humanist
because I remained sympathetic to the
Soviet Union even while the tyrant
Stalin remained its bloody dictator. Ad-
mittedly, J and thousands of other in-
tellectuals in America and the world at
large made senous mistakes about the
U.SS.R.

However, I do not believe we should
expel American Humanists from our
ranks because of their position on the
Soviet Union or any other foreign coun-
try. The primary job of American Hu-
manists is to educate the American peo-
ple concerning naturalistic Humanism
and win them over to that philosophy.

I must state that I never wished any
kind of stormy fight with Sidney Hook
or any bodv else about the Soviets but
have discussed disagreements on that
subject with many people In the calm
and rational attitude of a dedicated
Humanist. Hook carried on the bat.
tle With the publication of his auto-
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biography Out of Step In 1987, in
which he uses four or five pages to
demolish my character by telling of
my bad judgment about fifty years
ago in the late thirties. Ye gods,
Hook, should there not be a statute
of limitations on denunciation for
Intellectual errors? In the same voi-
ume, Hook registers his support of
the United States' brutal and evil war
in Vietnam.

In conclusion, let me say that Sid-
ney Hook was a man of vaned attn-
butes-a first-rate Humanist philosopher
and teacher on the one hand and on the
other an intemperate and irrational in-
dividual in the realm of politics.

Let us now put aside the Cold War
wrangles and rejoice that Soviet Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev is putting
through reforms in the Soviet Union
that promote democracy and IS also
offenng a foreign policy that truly alms
to establish int-ernational peace and dis-
armament.
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TTl.F is morro ""f"prl~jnp.: .hr<:f" dn vs than th~
r~vi\'al or hla~rIH'rnv a~; a, t'rifl1~ ./\ s('('1J1ar
agp hacf pr,..o;;l1tt1:lhl:,,' f-",l~~ntf'lo<i bl:,"plwlll.v .._
irr~v,.r('n('f" ,,,w;, rd. 1'1I11P'~ t':ilCrl't! ._ In th("

r •.•.olm (tf lthsnl,.lr flfrrn<;;r,,: f'Jll /\TlH"'l'jran h;, •.•1)("('0

{,o!1\:irtrd (PI" hh"phi"OlY s iucr- Ahller Kllf,,.I:llHt in

M;l''';~nt hlJ~rlts;l {"rnllll'" "nd:1 hair ago (for' whnt
wn e (ff"f"'rtlr-d il "<:;;( ;ltldalollo..:. irnpiollc;. 1I1,sn'lIf', hlns
pIH"mtlllC:; lind prflf:HIf"' fjll("'1 fOr a nd clIlH"'''rlliny. (;01:1"')"

:lTltllhr- b"l ptn<.;,.., 01"'11. in M""vl:1tHI?1l vl'~~rs ago:
wa e di<:mis<:;;,'i! b v :111HPJ~'llalf" ((lInt :1" a vtuln tion fir

thr tvtr s t A,"f""ndOlp111

!\rthttf Schlf'o;lngf'r Jr. is pnlf~~~(lr in Ihf' hu.
rrmntties :\1 thr- ('il v l 'nivf>rsi(y of Nf'W York.

fh1t a sec-ntnr ap,f', when it Crf'l"lp:c: it s OW"
a.hs(llllh'~. fTI<.J\"w •..•11~,...I·\llnf·i"l.('hln<.;rhf"my 100 f ·fln.

~:/(Irl IIII' 1I"pl"II:III1.' rlllf' rhr- l'lf~df~r flf i\'I(\gitiJtce III

rho fL1g pia v',,, III n '''(''Cf''1l1J'n'<.;idf'Illlnl n~ntr_l;lip''': fit'

fhf" r-rtr-s of I)Utf:l~J(' pr"ovilkf'" hr "1f" Suprc-nu- t '11111t
df'("j"iol1 in I "~(;1" v . .IIlh IISfltl , holding lhul pll"i.~h

mt"T1f fll" Ihf" poliUf:1I hllrn;n,! or an Alll",,·i.";U1 flag
h",,!tchrd Ih.' Cllf}~ritlllil,"; fir trW.df'lIIIlI1St,.;ltiflW:

'rf"IlI"'<;fil1~ Ill., "dr~f"fTalion" flf lhf' flav, i\l Ihe Art
lnslllllll' 01 l'hk:lgO

I hf" ver-y ''''Ilrd "d{"'~;('("r:l'ioll" implip.~ till" Ihr
Amerb-an flng i~ ~;:tn('fi(j("u, tin ohjf'('t of worship. Wf"
n re wirn~~~ing the risf' of whnr l'h:ult:>s f-rif'd Run,
aid Rengan's :-;pliritor Gc-no r-a l. {'nils t ho "dot";inp of
civil btaspbernv" Whr't ho r rf'ligi(lu~ or ~+:'f'"I:ll in

guisp, :1/1fflrm.~ of hl:lsph"'mv havp in common Ih::ll
t hero :,n- IllInl-":" SfI":HTPd lh:ll Ihpy n)IJst')p prllfr, I

,.d Ity lhp 'Irlll of tIll" Sf;..lff" from irn"lv~rPfH"(' and

~ha"f'l1P"" Ih~l ;Ih"nlll''''~ of II urh "nri vrrrur- f'~jsl

"tud '11:" lhll'.I' wlm "(flff an" flllW" f"lIli~h~
" It I': Ihi·: ",..lid ill :th~ol(lff'~, 'would h;17:nnl Ih:11
I~ 'hf' P.1P:11"""mv loday flf Iht'" liff' of 'h,. m,nd 'Thi~
~ny "Sl""'111 :1 retsil propnsilion Thp f"~hto" of fhp
11m,..I~ III do nr untr-r- rf'larivi~m a~ 'hf' 'Of" of nll ""iI
Bur ~,slllr\' <.;/II!J!:f"sls th~t Ihf' damalZp. t1ont" 10 hu~
manrtv hv Ilu' rr-lali.viSI Is far I('-',s than tht:" damR~f"
rtOt1f"" hy t hr- ;lh'<:lIltltlsl - hy 'hp tettow Who, as Mr
D(I~II"'vOIWI' Pllt il. "oOPs what he thinks th'l.urd wtld
do If "P 0111.." I<t1PW th' fans in th' ('a~fI'."

l.l'l 11I~nut be ml.suIl(Jer!'ilUlJtllc~t l lx- luken for:
a hla~pheflu:r myseu and ~hrrf'hy SUbjel'l to the
WiUU.J du-e penalues. 1 hold I'~JiJ:;IOJI in high regul<J
~s <.. hl'~.[t·I_IUll ~J1ICe sili.tl, the t rouble wtten peupte
:stllp lwllevlug 111Gtk1 JS 1101 thut ttu-y Ihcreafu:r
believe III nothing; it is lhat t he y Ihen:aflcr beueve
in dllytlultg. 1 agree with TI)('quevlJIc thilt rC'JJgllJll
has UII ltuI1spt'llsable SlH.:IUJ fUlicliun: "flow is' It

pusslhh~ Ihat society should escape cJcslrui"IluJ) if
the rllurctl llc Is nul strcJlglhf"Jll.-'t.I Ul prupufllllll itS
.tlle puJHl1..:"J lie is relaxed?" I also sympathize with
I ut:qlJt"\-"J1h~ Who, Andre Jaruin, his most recent
blOgr<.Jphcl', tens us, went to his death UII unbeliever.

IT.W~l,I~U t,litl".dlY St't".fll nec.es,.;•.•.ry tll Insisr 01) the
l}(:f II:-; vf mural ahsvlutl:ilfl In OUI"UWII tuwdr-y
agt'. By their trUIt!-i ye shutl know them. It is
as lJllJgu..:al tu indu..:t uigalllzt~d religIOn be-
CdWi~ 0' Jimmy SWl:t~uJ"t aud the Uakk\~rs

a:-. Puu! JO'WSOII is to lIuJit:t the IIIltlligefllsia tk'-
cause ut rhe messy private lives of selected uuet-
lcctuats, hut the mural ab::'iUluli~ts whu are pres-
elll1y applaUding Paul Juhnsun's t.:heap oook

"hHdleCllJa1.s" might well he invltt.'1.1tu apply lIlt,

aatne Jltl.'llux.JlIlogy tll their uwu tf uuc- 1\:-. Itll" gILd
theu~ogl~1I Ht.'lllhuld Nlcbunr said, "'1 he VoI/f ...,1 I III

rupuou IS d corrupt religion" - iJJH.J iJl gitlliLt d
rehgltlll, like all powerfUl inMitutions, lends Il~l;lt [II

(;UI J"UptiOIi. Absolutism, whether in I cIIgilJu.... 01

secular furm, becomes a haven fur ral:kClp.t~"S

As a histurian. I confess to a cer-uun itlllllSl'

ment when I hear the Judei)-Chrlsilull (ludllh'l:

praised as Ihe suurce of uur COI,I"t~nl {or IIUII1.ltJ

rights III (uu, the greal rellglou~ u~t::-. Wt..rv ""I~LI('
'UI lJu:1J" IIldl'h'rcm:e ru human l"Ights III rlu- CUll

lempol"~JlY ~t:IJ~C They were nonu rous Ildlllllly [iu

acqult':-'l.t'II(".l" Ifl poverty, lU<'4tlCJJlty. eXI)I"11 i.J111"1

anrt (J1)pr\.~sslllll but for euthus rastfc JU.sllJ 1('.1111111:,"I
SluVl:ry, persccunon, alJandOlHuel1l 01 slIlall dill
dren, hll t ure, gemx.:ulc"

HehglOli enshrined <.JI1U vindlC"~ttt:l1 11/1..'1'.111 h-,
utnhoru y aud uiequ •.t1ily iHIi.J had flu l tJliii nun 11'111
about IIItlIlkl1l1g her~lICs <.Jud LJla:-.pht·mcl:-i '1111
the end 01 (he HUh century. rurture was uur ur., I
U1\'e~,llgUII\lt' procedure lit the I{OIll<J11 (,dllldll
church as wdl us in most European sl<tle~. III
PrU(~stllnt America In the early HJth ccunn-y liS

Larry IIJse (HlIrlts OUt ill lus lJuuk "Pr u-Slaverv ..\
Hrsuuy of thf' L>eten:sc tit ~ilavt~1y III Amerua 1";11\"
Ib-iU," rnen of the clolh "wrote ,dIllO.'\( halt of alil/ll>
del{,llst~,.;01 slavery pUhlishcl.l ill AIIIl:l"h·a·'; 011<.lll
Ikndlx. II~lS :Ua mlllisle~s of the <";ol">pcl who pruusl y
pfOCJuUIh'U the Chrtstiun virtue 01 u .-;y.•.•te II I III
wtuch Olll: uum OWIlt'U anoUler as p rtvatu prOpt:!"1 y
(0 be u~t'tI ae, he pleased"

I tuuum flghfs is nut a r diglOu~ Ilka II I...• ~1

~el.·LJI<JrIJl.'..t, the procluct ol the la-sl fuur CCIIIUIIt':,
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uf Wt':-.lt:11i Iustory.

It wa~ lllt~ age uf equaluy thut unJlJght ahuUI the
1l1::.Llppl·;JI •..•IH't· of :-ith...h reJlglOll:'> "pplJnl·fljJ1H .•...•s as

the ;JUtl) ,1.1 1(·,1110 burning ~lll!Jl' Sl<..lkt', lilt; ..JuullllliO

uf 1111tur r- dill! (II pulJlh cxt-cutnur.. the l.'llItllll 11"111011

lit th.: :.I.l_t" {lilly lalP,., <AS ll'ilgluH Il:-it.:ll tJt:~:;.J1Ito

~lll.:(.tl/ldl III lilt: hutuuuu.uran ettlll" .nnt Iu vtew fill'

Klllb,hllli (,f ';od as au.uuubtc ''''''"1111I1I111...•101v, l"1I1i hi
Ow d,Jlllllw 111;IlJC tJl.ll 'lie JW!l:u·<.lInall"ll If<tdillutl

C(JltlUI.JIldn! illt: pur-sun ul JI....lPflll1t:~~111 tillS wurld
"11iL:J,it:'1\ /luillii/l ngills duc umentx -. tilt' AllltT11 .m

Dn;!;llull(JJ1 vi Jllui.:jlt:'udellu..: <.1111.1tlw t:ft:lllll lJel'ld'
fullvll HI lit!: kighl~ o( MUll -- I,h:J'C:J wrnn-n by
jluJllILJI, nut hy rt"ilgHJU:i, h~ath::I~. And the h~"'J ••.•ul 01
idJ),dLlII~lll III the ~11(1it:~lltury, whuuu-r 1III'tTk~.Itl:'>'

ucut UI :-,n llLI{ fO'III, Iw'i hl1tU"",hL wru. u 1Ij/' In 1\ ,tJ
III 11,r t m v. tJ( sluughll'l anu ul ulttt~r lliUlblrtlus

VIlIIUlJIIII~, 01 human rights
Iuke ,I hk,k at the world a ruund ux lotJay Most

of IIII' (Jrg~lllllctJ kllJllIg 1l0W guwg un JS l he \'tJlI:;P-

4tl\'IIl'I' 0' <.Jl)-sulutislI1: Prtltt'sliJllb and C<Jl!lf)lh:S

k.llling C,H" olher in Iretand, Mu:-.lllll:i alltJ .Jews
kllllllg l:•.H h "tht~r in the Middle' t.;j,'il; SUllflllt'~i alld

Shlile::. kdlJllg each other in [he Persiun \;ult; uud-
<11""" a"J l hndus klllinJ( each other in Ceylun; Hin-
dus and Sikhs killing each other in India; Ctutsnans
UIIJ Muslims killing each other tI1 Armenia and
Azerbaijan; Buddhists and CUIIHlllUli::HS killtng euch
ether in Tibet. "We have," as Swift said, "Just enough
religioll to make us hate, out IIUl enough to make us
love ..'~ TIle Sama 13uruara Pt:ouce kesource Center,
reporting on the 32 wars in prugress around the
planet 10 19MB, found that 25 had "a :-ilglllril:ant t"lhlllC,

rUCIal ur religiuus diI1lCIISIIIlI." AnJ wht'll n:i1gltlUS

reli~iun is nut tlie t:uuse, thcn tile (lJlulllUrlun soutd
religiuns or our age inspire muss ~Iaughter.

It is natural enough, I suppuse, if you believe
yuu have privileged at.:cess to dbsolute truth, to
want (0 rid the world of lhuse who inSist 011diver-
gent truths of their own But l am not sure 'hal illS
a useful principle OJ) which lo bUild a SOCIety. Yt'l,
as I noted earlier, the prl'vailing fashion is, Of Was a
year ur twu ugu, tu huld JclullvlSIIl ("(>SPlIlIsltlle fur
UIC lib of our age. A key dUl:UIII(:III, of course, I~

Allan Bloom's best ~clJer of a ,,:ouple IIf years hctck,

I
The revival of absolutism
in the 20th century has

brought with it the revival
of monstrous violations of

human righ ts.
,"

"The Cluslng uf ~e AlllenC.111 MIIIl"" Inuecu, (lne

cannot bUI f('~al't1 the very popularity lit that
fOUl ky and prelcntulU:-i book '1S the t~sl t.."vit.Jenl"C
for Mf. DIl.)om'~ argument (tot/ut the dt:gradatton uf
AllIerican culture It IS dnuthcr of those half-n~ad
l~st s('lIer~, hkl~ ChiJrles ReICh's lIIurky ctm.l pre-
tl'IIIItHI:'> "(jrt:t'llwg tit Amenta" 17 years h•.••Ulc.

that (JIUt.:ks l:l momentary nerve, malcnahlcs fasla-
lUlluhly un cuHee table:" I:") rarely read all the way
through und is SOUII forgouen_

NUW olle may easily share Mr. Hluum's
impatience \ldlh IHi;jIlY rCi.IlUfeS of hl.gh.
Por euucul tOil III tile Untted S, •.•t~s. I loo
lamelll the IJlcohel em:e 111the C.lJJTH:U-

lums, the proliferatiun of iUlOtit.:
ClJurse~, the shamefuJ Capilulation to fdctiunal de·
fIl<.lIH.b and requisilltlrtS, Ihe tlccuy of iutellectual
~[wlltll:trds. For bt'Uer Of fur w(Jr~e. in my view. we
inherit an Amcri<.:an CXpt:nence, ctS AlIIcru.:u IIlht::r·
its a WC~lcrll expcrlt'nc:c; anu sulitl learning Olll~l

tJl'glll wllh uur olhnongll1~ i:lll<J t radltlOlis Tile h(Jnd~
clf cuhe~)llIn ill our ~IICl~.•IY are :,u(fl<:ielllly fl i.lglll~, ur
so it st't:Il1S to BIt', Ihal wt.' ~litJllld IIllt Sll"i.tlllillem hy
eXl t:'~~lve ••••ofshlp iJl iJllitH 1;11 •.•tllllit~~ \If t'f1l11inty,

IllllllgUl1ll~H1, ~lollal 1.1I11111'••1 Ilil:-'l.'-lIltldllll~ ,1lId Illt~
like L<:"l us t<.lkt' pnJe- III Ollt t/WlllJi:,lllll'llVI' Hltlerlt

Wilt I: i.l~ utJIt::r t:OlUltl Ic':-' l •..•kt· jll"lJt' 111111,'11'JIStillt lI\"t.'
ildll r Jt...tlll t:'~; dfld It:1 us WHIt..'1:-'[<.11111Ihal Illl Culllli t'

I iJll hOpt~ttllllgr:-Jt lJlht'( l·ullures (.III ut {lm".t:,ctrlalll·

I)' 1Ill! bl'fure if 1Ilgl'Sh ll~, OWII

UUL it l)tllt:'! III :-.ulld It'UrIlIlIg, ngorous ~Idlld,

Hussell ~oclety ~ews. No. 65

'Jll.b, IlIklll'C (u,l! t (lht~1 1'1Il I', lilt' vn-t lie of enu-s IS .it

Jlftt"t-'tH IIJWI; frOlll i.1 1~IHh ill al':"ltdult-~" II JS ut.lu

lhal PllJft'~:)(JI BlulJlIl :.pt'wJs ,wu PiJgl'~ I.J!"lIlg duwn
lltt.' LIW about tlu- Auu-ru'uu IIIUIl.l .IIIJ IlI~VCI lJW'l'

IIlt'lltlllJ1;:,. ure 1w 11 gl..:atl'~l uud mo~,t ch.u ul.H:nslk

Anu-ttcu n lllll1'ke!"'" r'I1Wf'Sllll and Wilham Jumes,
(illn' ( all St:'t:' why Ill' dr" IllIeu the cOlil. unt auun. II is
1)t'l"i.J1J:,~ Ill: would hu vc- h..au tu (·OllU!t.Jt' lht' f"'CI (hat
lin' Al1lt'rU-iJII 1llllllll'i Ilr nature UIHj Il'atlilulli skep-
111'd!, 11Il'Vt:ICIII, plUl"iJlbll\' illHl retuuvrsuc

Nor dOt:s ret.urvu.ru neves su rrly reg.lui aU
c1Ltll1l~ to uurn il~ e-quutur be huve llldl JU<lglll~ol IS

110 uuire (hun the ~xpres~lOu uf persona! prefer-
ence. Fur uur relative values are nut rnauers of
whim and happenstance. Ill.Iory ho. ~Ivpn them 10
us. Thry orr ollchnrrd In onr nalionAlrxp'rl"ncr,ln
our 1!f(,31 nrlllonnl documents, In our mUinnnl hr.
roes. In OUf rtJlkwAY~, IrJldll'on~" ~IAndRrdq. S('me
of the-~("values seem to UR RO ~("Ir~vid •...nl that f"Vf'n

relAtlvis," think thev hAvt', or nn~htto hov", univer-
SRI RppllrRllnn: th~ rt~hl to lifp, IIhrrly and Iht'
pursuit nf happine •• , for examplo: th •• dnty tn trt'at
persons a. end. in them.elves; the prohibition of
slaver-y, torture, ~t'noclde. Proplp wllh A diffe •.••nt
history will have differenl vAIIIPS. But w•• believe
thaI our own are better for us. They work for us:
and, for thaI r •••• on, WI! II"" and die hy (h"m.

Al It'ast Ihis I. what Ilrpal Amprknn. hav ••
alway. 1,..lIevNI. "Deep- •••"(ed prefer ••nces," A'
Justice Holmes put it. "cannot ~ Rrgued alMll1t ,
and th•...rrforf', when dirrerf'nre-s nrr ~uHirlf"ntly
far·r ••aching. we try 10 kill Iht' nlher mRn ralh ••r
than IN him hav •• hi~ W"y But Ih"I i. P<'rf!'ctly
consistrnt with ndmilttnF! lhnf. sn f;u as it llppear~,
his ground!=! Are Ju~t as Rood as our,.:;."

I

O·C£. Jusllcc Hohnp.s rmd JudJ1:E' l.PRrnf'l'!1
lI:H1d discussed thrsFO C1t1rs'if'n~ on rt
IOIlR trAin ririe. J.rarnf:Od Hnnd p':IV(t 1S
hi~ yi('w that "opinions :lrr :It lw.oca provi.
sional hypoth('s"~, inc-OInpfNf'l\' l"'~frd.

T1lf' Tlwr,.. thf'v :Hr frsff"d .. th,.. mUff' :1c:..r.lIrancr WP

m:lV assllmr.· hut they :::Iff' n,..\'pr' ahsnhlfl"'s. So w,.
mu~r Iw fnl"f:lTlt of oppo!'i(p opinions. '. IInlm('s won.
d"r~d whf'thrr ffnnd might nof tw rnrrying hi~
folrf:1T1cr fo rt::l!lg{'rou~ If'nl!:ltl';, "YOI! <;:lV," H:lnd
WfO'" Holmp<:; 1:llrr, "thAt '~trik"';11 ttl,.. '.1(T('d ril~!lt
III kill thf" olhrr rrflow whf"ln hr di<.:agrr('s. T"hr
hf)rrihl~ possihility silrnrf"d Olf" whrn yOll said it
Nnw, I :');\V, 'Not:11 ;\11, kill him fnr rh •.• 111\:(" of Chi j<:;r
and in Ihro mtmf' of Grw1, hili ~Iway_~ rf"mcml)('! ttl:lt

hr may he Ih,.. saint ilnd VOII thf! dC\'jJ' ,.
Th("~f' "df'l'p·<;("ntpd flrrfrr"nr("~" ;lrr what

Holm •..." (';111('0 his "Can·1 Itf~I~:" -- "\\"lf~f1 I ":lV I hilt
a thil1.F: j,; I rtlf', I mr[1I1 that ( C:'1nflot hf'lp lvo!i("ving
it Rut , do not VI'nrllrfl In ;}',<':lII11r' lh~l my
innbiJitif<c.; in thr Wi1V of thoup.ht :lr'" innhililipc: n(
th,.. univf'rc:;r. f rhl'f~ion'l fff'Hnf'l "'11th ~s thr ~Y'H"'11I
of my Iimitation.e;, tlnd l('~vr nh.c:()hlf~truth fur 1hllsP

who'rtr£' hf'tfl'r rfluipped."· lICt nnd~: "Cf'rfiI1Idr> i.e;
not Ihp t('sl of cf'frainty. WE'hnvE' I"lf'>f"n(ock,sur~ of
many thinRS th:1t WE're not ~n."

Ah~(Jlutism i~ Hh5tra<"'t. monic;;tk, dfl>rlllc!ivf".
nhl.cHnrIcRI. oe;olcmn. Rnd it I~ Inrim:llf'ly hmmci up
with df'fr'rf'nrf' til :llllhflritv P.:f'lntlvl.~m i~ ro,wrr1p,

phlralic:;tlr, inullctiw', hl~torfcnl, <;kf"rlfk:tl :1nd inti,
m:1,,'ly hnllnd liP with df'f~r"n('''' ttl f'xJ)('>rlf'lI('l'

;\h~lIltlli~rt1 1f':whf'S hv rotf': rf'lrtllvt~:m hv f"x~f·i.

I11l'n' '" rrsrw-rl f:lith." thR' forgntlrn wit Wj'~lHl
Mi7.f'I1~r nfwr ~:lhl, "hut nOllht l~ Wh:l1 P.""s vou nn
f'clllCRlioll"

I wOlll11 rovpn hl17nrd th,. f'ropoc.:itllll1 th:lt rrlo-
rivlr:m comporf" f:1I' "torr fhn" :lho;;nh,tic:m with thf'l
d,..,..t}f"'~tallt! dark{,C:;1 I('RchinRc; of n'lh~ifln, For what
Wf" hnv". Ip:lrnpd from I\t1RlI~lInf"'. frolH Calvin,
from Jflonlh:\n Edwnrds, is not man'~ (,:lpnrit~r to
grrtsp lhp :lhoe;olllt". out qUift" thft r:-ontrary: thp frnil-
1\: IIf OHm, rhro p~tr"n~("m{"nt of man from (;ocl, thf'
ahsnltllf' rli"t~'"cf' hf'twN:-n mortflls rmd dlvinily _
"nil th('> arrngnnrr pf thosf' whn ~1JPp'l<:('"thry arr
dll;np. whnt th,. Lord would do if H~ only kn('lw lhp.
r~('t.c:;in thl;;' r:l<:::(,. Thnl i~ WhY Hr"inhohJ Nidmhr
~cknflwl •.••dp'r~rJ ~lIrh ~n :lrrinlt~· with \\'illi:lI11 .1;:1ou..•.o;;

- far morr~, , would wnrrant. thAn hf' would h:l"('

found with I\II"n nlt.,m.
Whf'n il (:1m,. to worldly nffilir·s. Nif'huhr wa~:-t

rrlati\'ist, nm I)('(":)w;('" hf" di~hf'llf'v~1 in the nhc.;r)-
11Itf', but prr"cisrly hf'nmsc h~ hf'lif'vrrl in lh •...nh~u-
11I1('lnr>ssIIf Ihf" aho.:olut,.. - 'IN·nll.,,.. hr rprngni7.~J
that for f1nirp n1Hrt:ll~ 'he infinilf" thinkrr was

I inn("rf"s~ihlr, IInfalhomahlr", un:HtainAhlf". Nothinc
W:J~ mnrr dnngf'ro1l~, in Ntrhuhr's vi"w, !hun (or
frail lind prrinp. humRns to rnrJ,tl"f til,. InrvilRble

february 1':'':'0

"('ontrac1klifll1 fWlwNtn dlvinf" And hurunn l'lIr
r'HKr~.'· "Rrll~jfln'" hr- wrmr-, "Ir: ,':0 fl""qllf'111 I,.' :1

~ollrrfl'nf c(lnrfl~inl1in rn1ifif".11Iir", "lit! ',II I "'qlll'l,j

Iy d~np'rnluor: In drntfl("n,rv, r'('ll'iw·lv bpI :111'":1'II

intrndllcr~ rlhstlllltpc.: inlo Ihl' rr-nl m "r ,·,..I·lli··,
vntur-s." 1fl' pnrtir-uln r-lv d,..tr<:tf'f! "Itl,.. f:ltl:lll' 1"1'1

or :tIl ROlN.tmen. who do no' know ,h:11 Il1PV :1"" 11"1

a~ ~oo~1 a~ thr-y ('l~tr"'m Ihr",~,,..I\"f'.o..;," :lllt! )",

wArnf"d ng~inst "the d•...pth of I'vll til whir-h mdivnl

unls Rnd ('ommunltlr~ m:t.\" sink. . whon th('lV I I VIr'
plav Ih" rolf' of Cod III hi<:lnry"

Nlr'Hlhr ~crf'lHf'd. :t~ Jamf'~ dirl. "Ih('l limi(r: pr
all hurnnn st rtvtng. th,.. fr:lp.'""nrarin('l.·;oe; of ;11' 11'1

mil" wisdom, 1he- pl"f'r;1I jllqc:;nf'c.;c:;of all l1i<;lol'il
cunflRurationc:: of POWPT". ilnd th •...mixture III gOlld

And ~vil in all human vi, lflr." His olltlonk i~ ;1<;:hI
away from Mr. "loom' ••simple·mintJ,.<.J (ih~"lllti'~11I

as Onp. can ImaRlnr It rt:'rrrs('nf~, in mv v ir-w, Ihr
renl roW~1" of rfiliRiow: in<:>if!,htas wp.1I as Ihl' hi
more fnilhful expression IIf thp. Arner ican mind

I wotJlrl summon nnf" nll1rr Amer-ir-an, th,.. v.rf':11

P-Rtof lhf'm nil. as n lac:l witnrs~ in fh(' ras,.. f(lf
relntlvl';m ~ARin~t :lhsf.lllll •...s In his Sr-r-und ln.uu-u
rat, Lincoln noted that hnlh .••ides in thr- Civil ",:",
"rC'larl tllp sa me Bihlf', and prav '0 tN~ sa me Cnd.
Etnrll'lArh tnvokr-e Hi<;aid ;1g:dnst the othr-r Ill,..

Ipray~rs of hoth could 11'l1hfl' answe r orf ,Ililr IIf

n~ith('r ha." ~n answf'rf-d fully. The Almightv ha-.
His own purposes." Rf'r1vinp, t hr-rr-afle r- 1(1 a COil

gratulafory 1£'I1C'f Ir-rrn Thurlow W"0d, l.tucn!n
dnuhtprl that such ~f>nlinl"rlf<; wC1ultl br- "imrnrrlia''''
Iy popular. Mp.n Arc nol fbllcl'rd hy hC'il1l!. «huwn
thnt Ih~fC' h;l~ hN'n a rJi(f{'r"IH'p of rlJT"fXl~r h('f\vl'l'l1

Ih~ .A.hniRhty and thf'rtt I"\l d •...lly it. !lO\~·c\""r. III Illi':

C'i1!=lr-. ts to drny thlll lh('rp i" A rood ~o""erning Itl{'
wnrld."

Tltf' Al miS::'rf\.' hnc: '11<; 0\1'" r"'pn-:/:',,· 'hi'" 1<';If,,,

re'vt>m"'r:lnt nnswf>r ••IIl lhll';f~ \I(,'ho t('11 U~ lh:tl ,.\(,

mO.<;t livp hv nb~(Ill1l('<::: Pf'l.lli\'i~nllo;; ,tip I\rll'~l'l1 III-",

I

Our relativC' values nrF'
/lot matters of whim and
happens(aTWf? They nre

anchcm'l I in our
national exprncncC'.

W:ly. !\srhM most qllinlf":';rnlialllf '\1I1rl 11'111 hi'.l"

rian~, (:rorv,r £lane-rufl, wrlllf' in ::tonlbpl {"rlnll'"

rion, "Thfl ("lU1 hf'twrf'Il I!I(' (,;lpi1:Jlis' alld 1:,1"" 'II

th('l hOll~:(, or 1I~1Veand lilt' !lflllSP or \\':1Il1, j" no::.,,1,I '1':

~o("iaillninn, and can nf'\·(·' hr f'nli,.rl\' '11li{'I",I: f'"1

hf> who wt1l ~H't Wilh 1I1od"'r:ltiI1l1. nft'f"1 f:t,l I"

lht"o,-v, and r('mf'mhpr III:" I'VI" \' '''illl~ ill tIll

worl<i i~ f(llaflv~ and nol :111<';01111(". ~jll c.;/,roIh:\1 lIlt'

villlf'nrr of thf" Cl1ntf'<.;r ffl:l\' "f~o:lill"I!,"

TifF IIIVSlk prrIIIlH·Ic.; of th,.. ah<:::oltrrf'

. c.annol S:l\'P 11'; ~;II;1:1in.f'd h\' till' Ill<';!"

rv :lnll II:Hlilinl1':. WI' 11111';' ':;I\'f' "III

o;;"I\"f'S, :,1 "'!l:I!f'Vl'r ll"k of hr'l ro,\' ,or

hhc:;phf'OlV U'l' ":111 find r:f1!:Wf' 111Ih"

mpnlllr:1hlf' n'rlfl'<';!'IlI:lfinll IIf Il1f' hurn:lll ':1r "I'I:l.
np.:til1~1 IIII"' :lh<.;ollll •... III It'ol"' rjnf'~' <;('I""I1{' in tIl,

gr"':1ff'O:;:' of Arnr-f·if';'ln n'''·I,I·; I rro(r'r of C"lIllf"~(' III Ih,
SI'''''11''' wh"n HlWklt'h('l!'rv Fi;1I1 df'r ill •..." Ihal rh,
"plain h:llld or Prflvidf'Il(""" :,rqlli1"'" him In 1('11

Miss Wnt<.;l1nwhf're hf'f rllll~W"V sJ:n"f' .Jim i<.;toll('
fllllnd. HlIck write's his 1f'lIr', or h~'II·"val III 1\1i<:<.:
W;ltson :If,d fr,..l~ "nil w(1~h,..d .'l"';ln fI( _<;infflr ,h.'
ri,·~·;r lilll(, I hilt! f'vpr (rlt so ill my lif", :lfId I knrll.l."r',j
'collldprrlv now."' Hf' coif" ltl'~''''' fill' ~ I).·hil•...IhillP.ilH'

"how ~l)(lt"l it W;\~ :11l1I1i".; hllfllw11I"'d ~:/l,:1nd /low 11"'\1
I comp III hf'illg 10,,1 ;1I1f!J~1l1l1f'.III IH'n ..

Th(ln HlJrk hc~ins 1(1 Ihin:': ,1hotH Jim nnd 1111'
rll,;h nf fhr Hf"f'at riv("f and th •... talkin~ anc! Illf'
sin~ing nnli ,hf' laugl,ing ;11111rr;rnrlo...:l'lir "1 hrn I

hapl"""lI('ld tn look. around alld <';f'{' In:lI papr'1" r
louk if lip, :1nd 1I(lld il ill my h;1nd. I wao:;::l-I,pl1ll'lilll'
I)("'r:lll~~ I'd gol to (\(-(';<1,', forrvf'r, h,..lwixi 1\\-""
rhings, lJnrl 1 knowed it. , <:::llldif"rl n minflh', "01 t ,1I
hnldinp, my hn'ath, :lnft Ihf'lll <.;,y<.;10 m\'<':'f'lf ';\11
right, Ihrn, I'll RO10 hf'II' - and lor(' it up

l1wt, if I may say "n, i~ wh:11 Amf"rirrt j,; jill
about.
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BOOKS

(17) Gross error. Starting on Page 131 of The Best ot Humanlsm, Roger Greeley, ed., this series ot numbered
sentences is attributed to Sherwin Wine:

1. Do not teel absolutely certain ot anything.
2. Do not think it worthwhile to produce belief by concealing eVidence, for the evidence is sure to

come to light.
3. Never try to discourage thinking, for you are sure to succeed.
4. When you meet with opposition, even it if should come from children, endeavor to overcome it by

argument and not by authority, for a victory dependent upon authority is unreal and illusory.
5. Have no respect for the authority of others, for there are always contrary authorities to be found.
6. Do not use power to suppress opinions you think pernicious, for if you do, the opinions will

suppress you.
7. Do not fear to be eccentric in opinion, for every opinion now accepted was once eccentric.
8. Find more pleasure in intelligent dissent than in passive agreement, for if you value intelligence

as you should, the former implies a deeper agreement than the latter.
9. Be scrupulously truthful, even when truth is inconvenient, for it is more inconvenient when you try

to conceal it.
10. Do not feel envious of the happiness ot those who live in a fool's paradise, for only a fool will

think that it is happiness.

Recognize them? They are by BR, and are called A Liberal Decalogue in BR's Autobiography, Vol III (Simon &
Schuster, 1969, p.71,) They are called Bertrand Russell's Ten Commandments in The Humanist (July/August 198L).
They also appeared in RSN30-14, and again in RSN54-2.

To attribute them to Wine instead of to Russell is a gross error. It iS,of course, an unintended error, a
slip-up; somebody goofed. Sherwin Wine had nothing to do with the error.

Nevertheless the error is a continuing one. There it stands, in print. There is no erratum page (which
corrects the errorl accompanying the book. The reader who doesn't happen to know that Russell is the author
will not learn it from this book; he will be misinformed.

We want to see an erratum page included in the book, and have requested it.

We cannot recommend the
quotations on Humanism

book -- which we would like to do,
until it prOVides an erratum page.

for it contains excellent collectionan ot

BOOK REVIE~IS

118) From The Times Literary Supplement (12/3/76 p.1518):

We are indebted to HARRY RUJA for all of the following reviews.

The view from outside
By Mary Fumess

KATBAIlINE TAlT:,
My Father, Bertrand Russell
211pp. Gollancz. £5.95.

Katharine- Tait's M!1' Pather, Ber-
trand· Russell is perhaps mistitled;
it is not, except incidentally, a
memoir of her father, but an
account of what it was like' in her
own case to be part of his family.,
It is a serious attempt to analyse

the effect tbishad on her, as some-
one subjected both to her parents'

. high-minded theories about the edu-
. cation of children and to the vicis-
situdes of their lives, which refused
to be moulded into the theories of
even sueb a great man as Bertrand
Russell.

The union of Dora Black and Ber-
trand Russell started out in the
joyous confidence of their shared
theories about the right conduct of
life; marriage being for the pro-
duction and benefit of children (but
without entailing sexual fidelity) and
for the education of children to pro-
duce . "a generation educated in
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fearless freedom". Their own chilo
dren were· welcomed not only for,
themselves; but also as an oppor-
tunity to put their theories into
practice.

Katharine Tair's memo-des of her
. early childhood, with its long sum-
mers spent in Cornwall. are neaely
all happy; although from the fint
she was aware of an atmosphere of
superwrity .in, ~er family, a feeling'
that theY: were wiser and knew
better hOW'fO live than the ordinary
run of humanity. Being set apart
from otH¢r "people by thf>;r uncon-
veridbnal' v,iews was the self.
righteous . cOltTention in wuicll
the children' 'were brought up.
It is significant that her
earliest remembered pastime was,
with her brother, making a
mixture which -thev called cc Poison
for the Government ". Bertrand
Russell pointed OUt that the Govern.
menr would be far more likely to
drink it if it were labelled" Nectar
lor the Gods". Children have a nat.
ur a 1 desire to cnnform ; and the
insecurity of a child who is brought
UI' on the outside, albeit in' fierce
pride that the outside is the on lv
righr side. has pursued her ever
since. To conform and to belong
have remained amoog her strongest
desires. .

Bertrand Russell early on rejected
Christianity as a set of irrational
beliefs . adopted by people too
cowardly' to face life without their
comfort, and put pure rational-
ity in its place. He had a
hatred and a fear of the irra-
tional, perhaps stemming not
onJy from his own unhappY child-
bood, which had been dommated by
Christianity, but·also from the streak
of madness which allegedly ran in
his . family and which his grand.
mother used as an . excuse to try
to prevent him marrying his first
wife. -

It is ironic that both his children
by Dora Black. having been brought
up with rationality as their creed,
should in their separate ways have
been overtaken by the irrational:
John suffered a serious mental
breakdown and Katharine only
found true happiness when she be-
came a dedicated Christian and a
missionary. There is a curious flash
forward in Katharine Tait's child-
hood to her eventual destiny. On

. the way to one of the beaches in
Cornwall there was a rectory' which
she regarded with fear because of
her parents' attitude to the Church

' of England. But, again, she had a
sense of unease at being on the out-
side:

I felt vaguely that if I could get
inside there and belong I might
cease to be afraid. Within the
house lived possessors of a magic

powerful against the wild chances
of life, and those ther welco,:"ed
into the charmed circle might
share their protection. But I
could not be one of them, for I
was part of the enemy. e.xposed
not only to the nonnal nsks of
living, but also to their power~ul
disapproval, and could not WIsh
it otherwise, knoWIng. they were
both wicked and foohsh.
She thinks that her parents'

liberation consisted in casting as!de
one set of rules and adopting
another and maintains that when
she fin'ally rejected her .fa~her's
demanding and unrealisrically
idealistic precepts and .adopted
those of Christianity, which she
found much easier to live with, she
had the same sense of liberation
herself. .

When the family founded Beacon.
Hill school and starte~. putting
their _-educational theones mro
practice, the sunshine of her early
years began. to be overc~st. ~he
felt 'a growmg sense of Isolation

. from her parents, although in many
ways she appears to have enjoyed
..the school. Theories about marriage,
too were put to the test; Dora
Blade bad two children by someone
else and life, which cOuld not be
contained by theories, erupted, lead.
ing to the separation of her parents
and Bertrand Russell's marnage to
Peter, their governess: .•• It was
hard to admit that the ideal had
been destroyed by the old fashioned
evils of jealousy and infidelity."
Thus the children of a union whose
reason for existence had been the
well.being of the children i. became
the battleground for their now
opposing theories of child welfare".
The children were shared
religiously between the parents to
the extent that if the holidays con.
tained an uneven number of days,
there would be a quarrel if the
odd day was not divided.

Yet Katharine Tail's book is
not composed entirely of musings
over,an experiment that failed. It
is also full of charming and affec-
tionate recollections of Bertrand
Russell who is, to a small child's
eyes, the ideal father; he is kind,
witty, commands respect and tells
fascinating stories!lbout eveq'Y!!n~;
particularly about"·China. He gets
so carried away on this subject
that the children often cunningly
manage to postpone .bedtirne by ask-
ing him about it at the right time.
Regularly, on April Fools' day, he
looks out of the window and says
••There's an elephant coming down
the path", and no one ever fails
to be taken in bv it.. Indeed. the
presence of -elephanrs in unlikely
places was, to Bertrand Russett, a
recurring . and 'serious possibility.
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There is a story which tells how,
when givjng a lecture about th.e
evidence of the senses, he asked If
anyone could seriously doubt that
there were no elephants }n the rootl!.
Wittgeostein, who was 10 the audi-
ence, said that he could and, after
the lecture, the two of them were

(19) From the New Statesman (9/10/76, p. 344):

David Caute

Please, Sir
My Fal~er, Bertrand Ru~~tfl by KATHARINE

TAIT 40/lancl £5.95

In e\'ei;y month or every summer, on every
beach n my childhood. he stand~ in the
centre of the picture in the sunshine, the
very i age of love .... lie is holdinll: a
"if""i his hand and lellinll: a willy story,
which e fini'he, with a deafeninll: bunt of
hearty lau~hler. look ing quiZZically at bis
Iislene, to lee if Ihey share his nrnuserneru.

Thus K, tharine Tail. daughter of nerlrand
Russell. ecalls her father 50 yean later.

nul t is idyll. associated wilh the six
months ff the year When Russell and his
second ife, Dora. moved from London 10

Carn V el in Cornwall, was shattered for
the rout.year.old Kate when her parents
decided In 1927 to bestow on their children
the educational theories they had nurtured
in inleiliclual ahstraction. Russell himself
had Ion ed for children bUI was not reo
warded nlil John was horn in 1921, when
the Iath r was almost 50. 'I fell,' he later
wrote. 'an immense release of pent-up emo-
lion, ani during the next len years my main
purpose. were parental.' Demanding an irn-
macular lynth~lis of emotion and reason,
the brill ant philosopher who had sacrificed
his own reputation and career by abandon.
ing a fi. t wife he no longer loved and hy
openly fampaigning against the war, now
placed bis little son and daughter on the
altar ofl 'unconqUerahle~ope', of 'fearlen
rreedomr

Students of the Enlight nment will recoe-
nise Ihe' 200·year.long call of thnt clarion:
'J( ellisting knowledge were used and tested
methods applied. we could. in a generation,
produce a population almost wholly free
from disease, malevolence and stupidity.'
Poor generalitin! Rejecting the prudery, reli ..

. gious instruction and 'many restraints on
freedom' of conventional schools, the anti-
academic bias of Deweyile progressive edu-
cation, the fetishes of Montessori, as.wel] as
A. S. Neill's search for the head through
the hands, the Russells brought some .20
little children to Rca con Hill School and
offered them crude behavioural conditioning
and merciless bullying by the stronger and
more sadistic offspring of homes. which
couldn'l wait 10 get rid of them. The educa-
lion. Katharine Tail. recalls. was 'Fantastic':

to be seen crawling about on all
fours looking under tables and
behind chairs trying to eS,lablrsh
whether Of' not there were In fact
any elephants lurking there. Their
conclusions are not recorded. Cut
Bertrand Russell, elephant-hunter
JD,iint;l ue.. Is .il .nlce, thP.LJj;l1 t.

the total experience one or 'desolation'. And
she lost her rarents. For they, determined 10

avoid any semhlance of Iavouritisrn, main.
tained an aloof distance during term- lime,
while John and Kale were cruelly persc-
cured as mrrogalcs tor their parents, the
philosopher kings. .

ny the end of seven years the Russells
had lost not only their children's confidence
and a 101 of money hUI also one another.
Mn Tail', painful and perceplive de.scriplion
of the breakdown or the marriage gives
flesh 10 Ru,~ell'. nwn ellipticalJy",J.!onest
account. Whereas he merely ment'\fns that
hi. Mn"int:r and M"rnlr rr '12'1) ,Idid «not
claim that 'a marriage could with ~ivantage
he prolonged if the wire has a child ... of
whom the husband wa. nnl the rather', she
de'crihe. how Dora, IhnlJ~h lnlall);' dedi.
cared 10 Ru,.cll, pursued her own theories
of womanly liheralion hy !living bir th 10 IWo
bahie •• ired hy another man. She recall. a
summer at Ilendaye when Patricia ['Peter')
Spence, later the Ihird Lady RIIS.ell, acted
hoth a. governess and Rus.ell's rniures«,
while nora hrnU(tlll alnng her new hahy
together with ih [ather. If this was an
attempt In transcend the rrarnrinll convcn
tion. of the nudl'ar ramil)'. it failed:
Ru,sell snnn went olT In live wilh Peter and
to quarrel with Dora so violent I\' that the y
could cnmmunicale only' Ihrnu~h lawyer •.
Fearin!! thaI Ih~il'J tOll!!h. {cllnw.lra."ellin!!

''"hnhemian mother would carr y the children
orl 10 nol,h~vik' RIISsia. the rchel . philo-
snrher whn had been to prison and disin-
herited himself had them made wards in
Chancery.

Faced with the lynching presmres of
school holiday s .split fifty·fifly with a quib-
hlina slide rule between mother and Iather.
Kate, in her deep insecurity and guilt. not
surpri,ingly gravitated towards the polite
decorum of her father's new hou~ehold and
the danlingly assured heatlly of his new
wife. Her mother's haltered old cars, eccen-
tric clothes.: lip.tick·slained ci!lareltes and
habit of remaining sealed in cinemas during
God SnI'r thr Kinr: made her squirm with
emharrasmient. And so it was always to he:
the title of her aUlnhio!lrarhy, whatever its
debt to sale. promotion, is a genuine
reflection of the long-term intTuence _

-.ultirnately a rich, inspiring and generous
intTuence - of her father. And this despite
the succe •• ion of divorces, quarrels and
emolional breakdowns that dogged Russell
and his children.

My Father BUll'and Russell is a book
which should he read not only by admirers
of Russell but by anyone who is fascinated
oy the impact of parental fame, talent.
rigid idealism and ultimate indifference (or
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so it seems to me - Katharine Tait makes
no such judgment) on children. Written with
verve and precision, unsparing in its Iquest
for total recall. always sensitive to the
salient detail, it describes far more' than'
one ungainly girl's journey to a paradoxical
terminus: marriage as a career. ~aVing
graduated from Radcliffe in German Kate
wanted and found everything her other

had scorned: 'the man to earn money and
fix things and grow a garden. the woman to
cook and clean anti mend anti care for the
children.' What Dora said about this she
does not tell us: but her father. apparently.
gave the project his benediction. Perhaps. in
his later years. it was what he himself
believed in for educated women: or. rather.
found most congenial:

(20) RUSSELL SOCIETY LIBRARY
Tom Stanley. Librarian

Box 434, Wilder, VT 05088

BOOKS FOR SALE HOM THE RUSSELL SOCI ETY LI BRARY

BY BERTRAND RUSSELL:

Appeal to the American Conscience .•••..•.•.•...•••..•.•...•.•..•.... 3.15
Authority and che Individual •.•••••.•.••.•• o •••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 3.75
The Autobiography of Bertrand Russell, Volume I •.•.•.......•..• 0 •• 16.00 H

Essays in Analysis, edited by Douglas L~~~~;~.~~:.:::::::::::::::::.l~.~gH
Has Man a Future? •••••••••••••••••.••.••••••.••••••••.••..•••••••••. B:OO ~
History of the World in Epitome ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•• 1.00
In Praise of Idleness •.......•............................•......... 3. 7S
The Impact of Science on Society ....•••....•.•.•••..••....•..••..••• 3.00
An Inquiry into Meaning and Truth •...•.•...•.•••••••••..•......•.••. 6.00
Morta I s and Others, edt ted by Harry Ruja............................ 8.50
Political Ideals •.••.•••••.•••••••••..•••••••••••••••••.•••••.•....• 3.75
Power: A New Social Analysis •...•..•..•.•.••..•.••.•.•••...•..•..••. 5.50
The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism •.•••....•..•.•..........•...•• 3.75
Principles of Social Reconstruction .••.•..••..•••..•.•..•.•..•••..•• 3.75
Sceptical Essays .........•.•.•....•...•...•••.......•......•..•....• 4.25
The Scientific Outlook ••••.••.••.•••.•••••••.•••..•••.•••••••.••.••• 5 50
Unpopular Essays ..•..••.••.••.........•.•••....••.....••...••..•.... 4:25

BY OTHER AUTHORS:

Bertrand Russell,1872_1970 ....•.••.•.••..••.....•..•.•...•.•.•...•.. 1.50
Bertrand Russell and the Pacifists in the First World War

by Jo Vellacott •••••.•.•••..•••.•.•••••..••••.••••••.••••.••••.•• 10.50 H
Bertrand Rus s e Ll, as a Philosopher by A.J. Ayer ...•.......•.....•...•. 2.25
Es se ys on Socialist Humant sra in Honor of the Centenary

of Bertrand Russell, edited by Ken Coates ...•••................... 4.00
9.00
5.00
6.75
I. 75
5.50

Into the Tenth Decade: A Tribute to Bertrand Russell •....••...•...••
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and his Own Words
Mr. Wilson Speaks 'Frankly and Fearlessly on Vietnam to B.it:·:::::::
The Tamarisk Tree, Volume I by Dora RusselL ..•••••...••..••....•...

H Cloth, otherWise paperback

Prices are postpaid. Please send check or money-order, payable to the
8rrgsost Russell Society, to the Russell Society Library, Box 434, Wilder,

New and fort coming :

lssues in War and Peace: Philoso hical In ut.r-t e s , edited by Kunkel and Klein.
apers rea at teat at ona on erence 0 oncerned Philosophers for

'Peace. $27.50 (cloth); $14.95 (paper). Longwood Academic, P.O. Box 2069,
Wolfeboro, NH 03894. Include $1.50 for shipping and handling.

The Creat Philoao hers: An Introduction to Western Philoso hv by Bryan 'ta ge e .
s 00 S a.. OM ser e. 0 te ev s on programmes r s c t rmaen ct ed by che

BBC 1n 1987. The dialogue with A.J. Ayer 1. titled "Freige, Russell and
Modern Lcg i.c'". Oxford Paperbacks. $9.95.

The Ciants of Philosophy. A seriel of audio cassettes on Plato. Aristotle.
St. Augustine I St. Thomas Aquinas, Spinoza, Hume," Kant:, Hege 1, Schcp e r naue r .
Kierkegaard, Neitzscbe, Dewey, and Sartre. The tapes are sold as a con~lnu~:
series, consisting of approximately three hours of listening per nont h tor
$14.95, plus a $2.00 shipping charge. A set of tapes on any single ph i l o sor no
will be avaUable for $17.95, plus $2.00 shipping. The first: set t s due i n
early 1990. Knowledge Products, 2005 Elm Hill Pike, Box 100340, Nashville,
TN 37210

Recent acouisitions:

"Living in an Atomic Age". Audiocassette of six lectures by Russell. Sr ca c .
over the ABC radio network from Mav 12-June 23, 1953. All the material .,,<1"

published in New Hopes for a Changing Iolorld. 90 minutes.

"Confession and Concealment in The Autobiograohv of Bertrand Russell" bv .k-'.':'"·
Bell. Offprint. 17pps. Donated by the author.

;!:!!.!..£.:

90. RUSSELL, Bertrand. 2 similiar full face
portraits, each measuring roughly 250 x 200 mm.•
depicting Russell at approximately 60 years of
age. Both by Indian artist Swamy. One portrait
in black pencil and one in color. Each signed
by Swami in pencil and by Russell in ink.
Black and white portrait S850
Color portrait $1,050

Catalogue#2, 100 Rare Books & Manuscripts, David
Waxman, 85 Bayview Avenue, Greae Neck, NY 11021.

r tern ~ 90

OBITUARY

(21) Polly Cobb, wife at Whitfield Cobb -- both members since 1978 and parents of 3 -- died of leukemia 10/21/89.
The words "inspired by love and guided by knowledge" were engraved on their wedding rings 45 years ago and
were included in their marriage vows (RSN21-18). She taught Russian and German, and in '87 started studying
Japanese for beginners. She made 6 trips to the USSR between '68 and '85, and in '87 was interpreter for a
group ot Soviet citizens visiting Black Mountain, NC, in an intercity pairing project. She had a strong
interest in international peace, intercultural understanding, interracial harmony, and inter-sex equality. She
would have welcomed gifts to the American Friends Service Committee, Philadelphia. A memorial service is
planned for her birthday, June 9, 1990. We offer our sympathy to Whitfield.
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BRS LOCAL CHAPTERS

(22) The BRS Chapter at McMaster met on 1/25/90, and
h7ard a talk by Dr. Francisco Rodriguez-Consuegra
t~tled, Russell's Unpublished Manuscripts as the
Only Way to Understand his Philosophical
Evolution.

Dr. Rodriguez, a post-doctoral fellow in
McHaster's Department of Philosophy, teaches
philosophy in his native Spain. His
dissertation dealt with Russell's analytical
method in philosophy. He discussed unsolved
problems from his dissertation. These included
the origins of Russell's logicism; the need for
some account ot logic, truth and the nature ot
propos~tions, in his developing system; and the
evolut~on of his theory of judgment.

McMASTER UNIVERSITY
THE BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY

RUSSELL:SUNPUBLlSHEDMANUSCRIPTSr---:;;-"""'---------,
AS THE ONLY WAY TO UNDERSTAND

HIS PHILOSOPHICALEVOLUTION

Francisco RodrfguezoConSllfgrl

18.~'" ptJI'·"""""'I_1o Md/iu.
•••.i~·of~·"._
"""-Phi ••"" ••••• s,..,.. ••.•"" iIsurwi4c
"""",,"~I ~""","""",Io
~""'r'"uw"'....MI1""""""''''''''''' I-

'ZMupn&.u lUI ••• uriHUu of ~tII'l
(ogKistN tn, fltttl lIN S.., 'CUII,II #~ ""'~
•••••• "'lUI of",.,...- •• "" ~
'!P'''''' ••••••• ---- of "" '"""Y. of
j..femn«

Thursday, January 25, 12:30. UH·317
All welcome.

-------------------------------------_ ....__ ._--

Benares Plan approved. vote was unrumous:

Here is most ot what we said about the Benares Plan last August (RSN63-3):
( 23)

FOREIGN CHAPTERS

all the Directors who voted voted approve.to

Ihe re are people In rorelgn ccunt r ies -- thlld vorld countries, developlDg countries, vhere liVIng standards are lov and Ivney 15 scarce .- ,he light lit.,
to JOIn the BRS hut ,ho cannot srrord the dues,

fhats a pIty, because they are beIng deprived ct the henetit at Russell's thlnklng , and ve are being deptlved at nev rore iqn lelbers.

Ie needed to t1nd a vay to let people vho caaaot arrord the dues jcm the DRS anyway ... and ve have.tound It! Credit tor thIS goes chlerly tv
Chandrakala ladu, -It Benares, Imi a, ,ho knew there vas a need, and ,h·) devised a vay to till It.

Here's the plan, rbe Eeoares PiaL:

1. There vIll. he a BeoaresChapter ot the Bertrand Russell SOCIety, Inc, lD Benares, India. This vill he the nrs; at ,hat we hope vIll he lany .:hapr;rs

In t cr e iqo ceuatr ies and crt res.

2. Dues ,ill be >40 per year tor tbe Cbapter, regardless ot the numer ot lelbers. Plus $7.10 tor alraail, WhIch IS esseat ral. For eruple, Il the
Benares Chapter aequires 10 lelhers, the cost to each lelber will be $4,11,

J. The Chapter WIll receIve only one copy or the BRS nevsletter, which can he passed around, lelher to leaber. or photocopIed.

4. The Chapter VIII he headed hy a Director. fhe Dllector ot the Benares Cbapter will be Chaodrakala Padia,

I, The lelbers Will have all rights land responsIbilities!, IncludIng the r iqht land responslhillty! ot voting,

The Benares plan, having been approved, is now in ettect.
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NEW HEMBERS

(24) We welcome these new members.

CURRENT WISDOM, INC. 11417 LA HABRA/LAKE SAN HARCOS/CA/920691 I
HR. HANSEL DESOUSA 15904 WELLESLEY AV./PITTSBURGH/PA/152061 I
MS. CHERYL DROFFNER 15659 BEACON ST./PITTSBURGH/PA/152171 I
MS. BRENDA EDWARDS 1117 FOREMAN ROAD/FREEPORT/PA/162291 I
HR. BILL GAGNON 1942 E. ALVARADO ST./FALLBRooK/CA/920281 I
HR. EVAN FROST GELLAR IP.O.BOX lICHELSEA/HA/021501 I
HR. ANJAN GOWDA IP.O. BOX 113/HISSISSIPPI STATE/MS/397621 I
HR. EARL HANSEN /737 W. ALEGRIA AVE, APT. A/SIERRA HADRE/CA/91024-10031 I
DR. WILLIAM HARE IEDUCATION/DALHOUSIE U./HALIFAX, N.S.I ICANADA/B3N 1Y9
MS. ADELLE HELLER 11261 LOHA VISTA DR./BEVERLY HILL/C01 902101 I
HR. GEORGE G. KUC 1550 FANO APT. 304/HONROVIA/CA/910161 I
MS. SYDNEY MCWILLIAMS IP.O. BOX 3509/EAGLE PASS/TX/788531 I
HR. ISSACHAR MIRON 1515 WEST END> AV./NY/NY/I00241 I
HR. NILS NYGARDS 17435 HIGHWAY 65 NE/MINNEAPOLIS/HN/554321 I
HR. JOHN ONEILL 1415 15TH ST./SACTO/CA/958141 I
HR. BERT PARNALL lBOX 2286 JONES/HOUSTON/TX/772521 I
HR. JAMES J. PETRASSI 1104-51 88 AVE./RICHMOND HILL/NY/114181 I
HR. ANDY ROGERS 11007 S. LONGWOOD AV./LOS ANGELES/CA/900191 I
HR. LARS ROHRBACH 12035 CHANNING WAY .105/BERKELEY/CA/947041 I
HR. PAUL SAKA ILINGUISTICS/DOUGLASS 200 E/TUCSON/AZ/857211 I
HR. PETER STONE 1924 LAUREL DRIVE/BETHLEHEHlPA/180171 I
MS. DREA THEW 114222 KIMBERLY APT. 423/HOUSTON/TX/770791 I
MS. SUZANNE R. WELLS-SABATH 152 GROVELAND TERRACE .410/HI.NNE.APOLIS/HN/554031 I
HR. JOHN TODD WEST 12120 NE 30TH/PORTLAND/OR/972121 I
MS. ANN WALLACE 11502 S. OREGON CIRCLE/TAHPA/FL/336121 I
HR. LAIRD WILCOX IP.O. BOX 2047/0LATHE/KS/660611 I
HR. CHARLES A. WILSON 12610 CAPTAINS AV/PORT HUENEHE/CA/930411 I

NEW ADDRESSES
(25)

HR. STEFAN ANDERSSON ICLEHENSTORGET 2/LUNDI ISWEDEN/222 21
HR. CHARLES E. CARLINI 117094 COLLINS AVE./HIAHI BEACH/FL/331601
DR. DENNIS C. CHIP~mN IP.O. BOX 9579/HOBlLE/AL/36691-95791 I
~ffi.LEE EISLER 11664 PLEASANT VIEW ROAD/CooPERSBURG/PA/180361 I
HR. BRIAN FARR 11079 MOHR LANE/CONCORD/CA/945181 I
HR. GERALD F. GRATTON 12950 N.E. 23RD/GRESHAH/OR/970301 I
HR. DAVID KLAPHOLZ 14450 GROVELAND ROAD/CLEVELAND/OH/441181 I
HR. W. ARTHUR LEWIS 17852 FOWLER ST./FISHERS/NY/144531 I
HR. HARTIN LIP IN 17722 RESEDA BLVD (126)/RESEDA/CA/913351 I
HR. KENNETH LLOYD 11301 BRIARWooD TRAIL/HENDERSON/TX/75652-42111 I
HR. PHILIP OLIVER 11617 DILLON/LI'rTLEFIELD/TX/793391 I
HR. PAUL H. PFALZNER 15971 TERRACE PARK DR.N .• 303/S'r. PETERSBURG/FL/337091
DR. NATHAN U. SALMON 11105 ORCHID DRIVE ISANTA BARBARA/CA/931111 I
HR. WARREN ALLEN SMITH 131 JANE ST. (10-D)/NEW YORK/NY/100141 I
DR. HENRY VAN DYKE 11112 W. BEACON ROAD .101/LAKELAND/FL/338031
~ffi.K~ffiERLY WHITAKER 116 SKAHAN ROAD/BEUlONT/HA/02178-37461 I
HR. RICHARD B. WILK IP.O.BOX 804/S0LVANG/CA/934631 I
~ffi.RONALD H. YUCCAS 1812 MORVEN CT./NAPERVILLE/IL/605631 I

DIRECTORS OF THE BERTRAND RUSSELL SOCIETY, INC.
(26) elected for 3-year terms, as shown

1987-89: JACK COWLES, WILLIAM FIELDING, DAVID GOLD~mN, STEVE HARAGIDES, FRANK PAGE, MICHAEL ROCKLER, CHERIE
RUPPE, PAUL SCHILPP, WARREN S~UTH, RAMON SUZARA

1988-90. IRVING ANELLIS, BOB DAVIS, JIM MCWILLIAMS, HUGH MOORHEAD, KATE TAIT

1989-91. LOU ACHESON, ADAM PAUL BANNER, KEN BLACKWELL, JOHN JACKANICZ, DAVID JOHNSON, JUSTIN LEIBER, GLADYS
LEITHAUSER, STEVE REINHARDT, TOM STANLEY

The 6 BRS Officers are also Directors, ex officio
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(27) 1990 EARLY RENEWAL HONOR ROIJ..

Last year we set a record: 149 members renewed betore January 1, 1989. This year we did even better: there are
191 early renewers. Very gratifying! We appreciate the splendid co-operation. Here are the co-operators:

MR. BECKRY ABDEL-HAGID, IIR. LOUIS K. ACHESON JR., MR. CLIFFORD W. ALLAN, MS. AURORA ALMEIDA, HR. J. H.
ALTIERI, MR. ROBERT AMOS, DR. JEAN ANDERSON, HR. STEFAN ANDERSSON, DR. IRVING H. ANEIJ..IS, MR. JAY ARAGONA, DR.
RUBEN ARlJILA, HR. J. WARRENARRINGTON, PROF. DONG-IN ME, MR. GUNJAN BAGLA, tiS. VIVIAN BENTON-RUBEL, HS.
JACQUELINE BERTHON-PAYON, DR. FRANK BISK, DR. HOWARDA. BLAIR, MS. DEBORAH BOHNERT, MS. BEVERLY BOLING, HR.
MICHAEL EMMET BRADY, HR. DAVID BRANDT-ERICHSEN, MRS. DEIRDRE H. BRETON, MR. JOSEPH BROGNA, HR. SHAUN BUHLER,
MS. EVELYN BURTON, MR. JAMES HALEY BUXTON, MR. ROBERT P. CANTERBURY, H. JACQUES C. CARBOU, MR. CHARLES E.
CARLINI, DR. DENNIS C. CHIPMAN, HR. WHITFIELD COBB, HR. JACK R. COWLES, MS. GLENNA STONE CRANFORD, DR. PETER
G. CRANFORD, MR. DENNIS J. DARLAND, MS. SUSAN J. DARLAND, MS. ALICE L. DARLINGTON, MR. ROBERT K. DAVIS, HR.
JOHN C. DESHAIES, MR. SAM DIBBLE, JR., MR. PAUL A. DOUDNA,. MS. PEGGY DOYLE-WALTERS, HR. JAMES DUNCAN, HR.
RONALD EDWARDS, MS. LINDA EGENDORF, MR. LEE EISLER, MR. RICHARD FALL.IN, MS. BRENDA H. FREED~fAN, MR. STEPHEN H.
FREY, DR. BERND FROHHANN, MR. J. GREGORY GANEFF, MR. JOHN GANEFF, DR. ALEJANDRO R. GARCIADIEGO, MR. SEYMOUR
GENSER, DR. SUSAN J. GIROD, MR. DAVID W. GLOVER, MR. JOSEPH H. GLYNN, JR., MR. ABE GOLDBLATT, HR. ARTTIE
GOHEZ, MR. RUSSEIJ.. L. GRAY, MR. CHARLES GREEN, MR. ROSS H. GUFFY, MS. CLARE HALLoRAN, MR. TIM HARDING, HR.
JOHN W. HARPER. JR., MR. TIM J. HARRIS, DR. JEROLD J. HARTER, MR. JOHN L. HARWICK, MS. HARION E. HARWICK, MS.
MIRIAM HECHT, MR. DON HERNANDEZ, MS. LYLA HERNANDEZ, HR. ROBERT H. HICKS, DR. CHARLES W. HIIJ.., HR. JEFFREY A.
HIIJ.., MR. DOUGLAS K. HINTON, HR. HARK HOGAN, MR. JAMES LLOYD HOOPES, MS. OPHELIA HOOPES, MR. THOMAS C. HORNE,
DR. TING-FU HUNG, HR. ARVO IHALAINEN, MR. RAMON K. ILUSORIO, MR. NOBORU INOUE, MR. DONALD W. JACKANICZ, HR.
JOHN A. JACKANICZ, MR. THEODORE H. JACKANICZ, MR. ADAMJACOBS, MR. GUSTAVE JAFFE, MR. ROBERT T. JAMES, MS.
SHIRLEY D. JESPERSEN, HR. JAMES H. JONES, MR. WILLIAM A. JONES, MR. LARRY JUDKINS, MR. TOH KIPP, HR. KENNETH
KORBIN, PROF. PAUL GRIMLEY KUNTZ, PROF. PAUL KURTZ, DR. CORLISS LAMONT, DR. HERBERT C. LANSDEIJ.., DR. PHILIP H.
LE COMPTE, MR. JOHN R. LENZ, HR. DON LOEB, HR. PAUL LOGEMAN, MR. JONATHAN A.· LUKIN, MR. TIMOTHY J. HAnIGAN,
MR. MICHAEL W. HAMER, MR. GRAHAHE E. HAlSEY, HR. HENRY B. MANGRAVITE, MR. STEVE HARAGIDES,. HR. LESLIE H.
HARENCHIN, HR. EDWARDHCCLENATHAN, MR. HUGH HCVEIGH, MR. JAMES E. HCWIIJ..IMIS, R. THEO HEIJER, DR. DAVID J.
MELTZ, MS. DEBORA F. MELTZ, MS. CYNTHIA HEREDITH, MR. ROBERT HERRIGAN, MR. RALPH A. MIIJ.., HR. CARL MILLER, HR.
STEVE L. HOLENAAR, HR. BRIAN R. HOLSTAD, PROF. HUGH S. MOORHEAD, MR. GLENN R. HOYER, MS. SANDI A. HOYER, HR.
WIIJ..IAM S. NEWHALL, JR., HR. ROY H. ODOI-I, JR., HR. PHILIP OLIVER, MR. FRANK V. PAGE, MS. HELEN PAGE, lIS.
SANDRA PERRY, HR. PAUL H. PFALZNER, REV. RAYMONDJ. FONTIER, DR. EDWARDL. PRICHARD JR., HR. GUWALA N. REDDY,
HR. STEPHEN J. REINHARDT, MR. BENITO REY, HR. WIIJ..IAM H. RIPLEY, PROF. DON D. ROBERTS, PROE'. HICHAEL J.
ROCKLER, ~ffi. JOSEPH H. RODERICK, PROF. HARRY RUJA, MS. CHERIE RUPPE, MS. SIGRID D. SAAL, DR. NATHAN U. SAl110N,
HR. ROBERT SASS, HR. GREGORY J. SCAHHEIJ.., HR. JOHN F. SCHAAK, DR. ANNE-FRANCOISE SCHHID, MS. NANETTE E.
SCOFIELD, ~ffi. ARSHAD SHERIF, DR. RICHARD SHORE, HR. JOHN EDWIN SHOSKY, ~IS. CAROL R. SMITH, ~ffi. WARREN ALU:N
SMITH, HR. WAYNE DOUGLAS SHITH, PROF. JOHN P. H. SOIIERVILLE, MR. JOHN E. SONNTAG, lIS. DEBRA STAFFORD, DR.
PHILIP STANDER, MR. ROGER W. STANKE, Iffi. THOMAS J. STANLEY, PROF. DAVID S. STOLLER, HR. RAMON CARTER SUZARA.
lIS. SHOHIG SHERRY TERZIAN, Iffi. JOHN R. TOBIN, Iffi. LLOYD N. TREFETHEN, HR. CHARLES TUTT, Iffi. CLIFFORD
VALENTINE, lIS. ELEANOR H. VALENTINE, DR. HENRY VAN DYKE, PROF. WALTER VANNINI, I·IS. SUSAN BERLIN VOHBRACK, IIR.
DEWEY 1. WALLACE, JR., HR. HARK WEBER, ~ffi. MICHAEL J. WEBER, MR. THOH WEIDLICH, lIS. DONNA WEHlER, tlR. ED\1ARD
B. WElSI fAN, DR. CHARLES L. WEYAND, HR. CALVIN WICHERN, HR. JOHN A. WILHEUI, Iffi. RICHARD B. WILK, ~ffi. WALTER
WINFIELD, JR., ~IS. ELEANOR WOLFF, ~ffi. JAMES E. WOODROW,~ffi. CHARLES ALLEN YODER, MS. JUDITH ZACCONE, DR. TERRY
S. ZACCONE,,

!

(28) CONTRIBUTIONS

We thank these members who included a 1990 contribution in their renewal dues. Huch appreciated!

Iffi. LOUIS K. ACHESON JR., MS. AURORA ALMEIDA, MR. J. H. ALTIERI, DR. JEAN ANDERSON, DR. IRVING H. ANEIJ..IS, HR.
JAY ARAGONA, PROF. DONG-IN BAE, ~IS. EVELYN BURTON, DR. DENNIS C. CHIP~fAN, HR. WHI'l'FIELD COBB, MR. JACK R,
COWLES, ~ffi. DENNIS J. DARLAND, lIS. SUSAN J. DARLAND, MR. ROBERT K. DAVIS, HR. SAM DIBBLE, JR., lIS. CLARE
HALLORAN, Iffi. TIll HARDING, DR. CHARLES W. HIIJ.., ~ffi. JEFFREY A. HlIJ.., ~IS. OPHELIA HOOPES, DR. PHILIP II. LE
COHPTE, HR. GLENN R. MOYER, MS. SANDI A. MOYER, Iffi. S'l'EPHEN J. REINHARDT, HR. BENITO REY, PROF. DON D.
ROBERTS, PROF. MICHAEL J. ROCKLER, PROF. HARRY RUJA, HR. JOHN F. SCHAAK, HS. NANETTE E. SCOE'IELD, HR. YIAf{}WN
ALLEN SHlTH, HR. CLIFFORD VALENTINE, MS. ELEANOR H. VALENTINE, HR. DEWEY 1. WALLACE, JR., Iffi. HICHAEL J.
WEBER, DR. CHARLES L. WEYAND, ~IS. ELEANOR WOLFF.

We thank Prot. Bruce Wh1te ot Centre College, .Danville, KY for a generous contribution to the Russell SocietyLibrary.

Contributions are welcome at any time, in any amount, large or small. Send them c/o the newsletter or the kS
Library, addresses on Page 1, bottom.
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NEWS ABOUT ~lEMBERS

(29) Herb Lansdell has a paper in Behavioral Neuroscience (1989, Vol. 103, No.4 893-897). Here is the top portion
ot its first page, which provides a summary. _

Sex Differences in Brain arid Personality Correlates of
the Ability to Identify Popular Word Associations

Herbert Lansdell
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke

National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland

The ability of men to identify popular word associations had earlier been shown to be alfected
by left-sided tbalamic surgery for movement cfuorden; now, over a year later, the impairment
has been observed with operations on both sides. In addition, upon testin& al approximately
the same time interval, men who had undergone temporal lobe surscrY for epiJe~ have also
shown the impairment, In contrast, women have improved after the operations. The Word
Association Test (WAT) requim a subject to identify popular word associations to 54 words.
In a large group of unoperated subjects, the errors on the WAT w= areater for men than for
women, although the men scored higher on the Wechsler-Bellevue Intelligence Scale (WB).
WAT scores were found to correlate with scores on the WB and the Minnesota ~ultipbasic
Personality Inventory, and the WAT scores of the men tended to show a higher correlation
with these measures than did those of the women.

(30) Cherie Ruppe, who is with Northwest Airlines, says she intends to contact BRSMember NOBORUINOUEduring one
of her visits to Japan.

(31) Warren Allen Smith has the amiable custom of writing a·year-end letter to his friends, reviewing his past
year. Here is this year's, dated 1/1/90:

A frfendship has been described as "a leng, l2!:l& ccnversatacn," OJ February 20th, a IIJ-year: cenversatien with
Fernando Varg35ended, Cancer claimed myCosta Rica1 roamBte/busiress partrer, the ore IohJhal been with me
during nost of the inportait tirrEs of my life (for ~le, frem plntogr8!XtingE:ise1Jn,oeras he handedlIE the
M.A.diplana at Cohmbia U. to att.ending myretdrerent-frtm-teeching dinrer 37 years later. At the I15J1)rialserv-
ice ~ held in the recording studio, Steve AllaJ' s tCllChingletter IoaSreed, 1Di IooelistaJed to Liza Minnelli' 5
first deronstration record that ''Freddy'' hal cut for her !Rl pianist /ohrvin1Bnlisch. N:lother /IEI1 can be said
to put you in mindof Fernando, althalgh he locked and !nJJ'Xleda bit like ~ Arnaz. His wit penetrated in a
m::rTJE!ltto the inner core of international hunb.Jg,alXlalthaJgh I mayhave taJght him Ehg!istt he I.aS easily the
best t63Cher I ever hai, For his rEllBining00 sisters !Rl family, I carried the rarains to San Jose. Well,
not all: <Alevial IoaSscattered in the Hell's KitchaJ alXl'I'.inEsSqI.llI'eareas he (eod I) loved so mnh: I, yes,
still hold a vial. Ib-ard the end of her life QJeenM3ryreportedly said, ''!he me thing I regret is never having
climbed over a fenca." In his ro years, Fernandoumstlanedly climbed every cmceivable fence, being included
in lo.ho's\\00 in the IIbrld as he did so. (I left a copyof that bod<in his Costa Ricancolegio.)

Together, Iooe'dbuilt his Variety RecordingStudio into the city's #1 Hi~c studio, with the loyal help of Joe
Cvr, Iavid I.escoe, and /IEI1Y others. Wehal cl.Ients fran 50 different camtries, c~leted lIB5teringand stzmpers
for pressing plants arcurxl the -orld, and lJaj as custcmers a ..no'5 ..no of internatic:nally knc:!.nnusictens .... Upcn
his death, ho-ever, I decided to retire a seccnl tirrE, this tine to really retire except for writing. Partly
for sentfrrental reas:ns, I arraiged sale of the studio to another Hi.5ll8!lic,also a Vargas; alXlcentinuing as the
able rranageris our talented O:Jlanbian-MEricanbeddy, Jose Gallegos. Withno little pride I foresee the soccess-
ful ccntfmatacn of wt Fernandoand,I hed started in 1961, el lIEjor estu1io !BI'8 nusicos Hi.spanoscanbinedwith
a clf.eitele of razzle-<lazzle stt~iz tYJESthat always, al'.ays nale 1ooOrl<a joy.

The swift change of events also reail.ted in mydecisien to lIDVefrem Iiill.'s Kitchen (GeorgeRaft/RockyStallme/
Sen. /obynihanterritory) and also fran Cmnecticut to GremwichVillage, rot far fran the Write !brse Tavern..nere
Dylan 'Ihcras hai his very last drink (and 1JJere in myralical youth I fooght intellectual hurBnist battles with
Iorothy ray's inspiring Catholic "'bIkers or drank and foeght with the 'Ii'ot9<yites). Myco-op overlod<s the Vil-
lage, with a vie.- fran .Jefferson l-hrket to the "'brld Traie Ta.-ers, the Stable of Liberty off in the distance.
Su:h a changeraninds lIEof the philosopher ~e West's olr3ervatioo: Toonu:h of a gocxIthing can be Io01derful....

Trivial 1989 tidbits: I'm OON listed in·the fifth Wlo's Wlobod<, this tine in oovertising ..•. Langstonlfughes's
biographer, ArnoldRanr.ersad,gave mea credit (Vol. II) for having arranged his oeeting with langston's favorite
protege, Gil!:ert Price ..•. Sun Ra gave lIEa credit en the CDIooerecorded for iW1 Records, ''Blue Might" .•.. \,hE!l.
the CDof Manueli1costa's ''Paintings'' cares cot, lasten for Vangelis on the synthesizer, Tito Fuente 00 percussion,
Jose Gallegos en piano, and lIE playing "TanboraPa' Debussy"on the aJUlator•••• Isaac Asinnv, Paul Edv.erds,Liz
Snith, and Sidney !bel<each gave lIE their pemassion to list tmn as lxxJoraryIIBDbersof the Secular fluTEnist
Society of Ne.. York, for 1JJich I'm treasJrer ..•. Myinte1lectlJally stilIulating correspcrdence with historian and
hUTEnistF'ris::illa Rol:ert.sonended OIl Nov. 26th, 1JJE!lI notified TheT.inEsof her death-the obituary I.aS publish-
ed. Author of Revolutions of 1848, !h! never hed a chance to follow up with a bod<about 1989, the nost exciting
time since 1848 for revolutions ...• Another loss to the htmmi.st:cause is Andrei SakharCIII,a majorreeson for the

_rapid and inspiring changes in the U3SR. (In 1973, I hsd signed the IbJanist timfesto II that he, Julian Huxley,
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and m signed.) ..•. In one of the last letters he wrote,: Sidney Ibd< 9ll'plied lIE with naterial for a forthcaning
article co "Aut1xJrsand Hnaruan." He also penred me last attack a1 Corliss La!mt (1ohohOOentertained lIE at
his hare earlier in the year and 1ohoat 87 and 1oe8ringa red vest is as provocative as ever. laTmt approves
of GIN's Ted Thrner, 199) fimmist of the Year, ..no fearlessly told Ih11as IrCBIcasters that he'd like to see
his TaJ Voluntary Initiatives replace the TaJ CamancinE!1ts)•.•• I've beEnre-elected to the board of directors
of the Bertrand la.tsse1.lSociety , .

In Slott. Auntie lliIE loElS ri$;ht IoiJen~ said that life 's a tErxjuet. OJeers!

ABOUT OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

- \321 CSICOP, Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims ot the Paranormal r- publishers of The Skeptlca1
Inquirer -- will hold its 1990 Conference in Washington, DC March 30 thorugh April 1. Information: 1990
CSICOPConference, P.O. Box 229, Butfalo, NY 14215.

(33) NECLC, Tlle National Emergency civi i
Liberties Committee, ran this ad on the
op ed page or The New York Times
(1/12/90, A35). The original was 6.5 x
10.5 inches, shown here somewhat reduced
in size. NECLC's The Bill ot Rights
Journal, goes to its members. The
December 1989 issue includes, among
other things, Thurgood Marshall's
remarks at a Second Circuit Judicial
Conference, a look at the judicial
appointments ot the Reagan and Bush
Administrations, an appraisal ot the
Reagan-Bush legacy in civil liberties.
Individual membership $25. 175 Fitth
Ave., NY NY 10010

WE BELIEVE;

THE U.S .. INVASION OF
.' .

PANAMA VIOLATES:
1. THE AMERICAN WAR POWERS ACT
2. THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER
3. THE CHARTER OF THE ORGANIZATION

OF AMERICAN STATES
4. THE U.S. PANAMA CANAL TREATIES
5. INTERNATIONAL LAW IN GENERAL
6. THE HISTORIC AMERICAN IDEAL
. OF WORLD PEACE

Although the tyrant Noriega finally sunendered. ~ remains clear that President Bush's resort
to military force against Panama was rash, immoral and unconstitutional. This flagrant aqres-
sion of one state illegally invading another state was condemned by the Latin American
gOllemments, the Soviet Union, China and public opinion throughout the world.

In the efforts to oust and seize Nonriga 23 Ameri.
can lives were Iosl, while the deed In the Panama
Defense Forcenumbered some 300, and civilians
killed reached 400 with 2,000 wounded. "Gun Bar-
rel Democracy,"as The Na/ioit puts tt,
Further consequences of the invasion are to trap
Ihe United Stales into responsibility for helping to
rebuild ruined Panama City and to restore the
gutted economy. tt is reliably estimated that for
America 10 work "s way honorably out of the
Panama shambles will cost close to S2 billion. At
leasl10.ooo U.S. troops out of the 27,000 sent to
Panama will need to stay on to help in the general
reconstruction.

A deplorable example of American irrationality
was that U.S. troops violently brol<e into and
searched the Nicaraguan Embassy in Panama
City. This action in itself showed a serious disre-
gard for international law and diplomatic immunity,
for which President Bush later apologized.

Corliss Lamont
BelhLamont

Edllhllger
Harrington Harlow

NATIONAl EMERGEM:\' CIVIL UBEIlTIES COMMmEE
175 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10010 (212) 673.2040

John Scudder
Connie Hogarlh

Any rational evaluation of the Panama invasion
must conclude that in important ways it was a
disaster. What the Pentagon probably claims as
a military victory was clearly a serious defeat in
terms of human values and international relation-
ships. The U.S. gianl has managed to shoot itself
in the foot and humiliate itsell in dealing wllh a
very small nation of 2.400,000 people.
Once again the U.S. government, with Vietnam
looming in the background, has disregarded the
many mistakes of the past in Central America.
and without considering all the implications
launched a massive overkill. This tragedy will In-:
crease anti·American sentimenl abroad. sspe-
cially in the nationsof Central and SouthAmerica.
As Democralic Congressman Ted Weiss says.
"Ultimately Ihe decision to invade Panama will be
contrary to Ihe national security interest of the
United States and will reflect pooriy on the reputa-
tion and prestige of our nalion."
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'tt up in The Atlanta Const.itut.ion (10/6/89, p.el). InE'FRF,Freedom From Rel.ig~on FOWldat.ion, was wrl en 1 thi
t f space. Here now is the who e_ ng.~ ran the beginning ot this story, but ran ou 0

RSN64 ,

By Gayle White
Stoff \\'dler

Atheists and agnostics from across
the country are gathering in Atlanta
this weekend for the annual conven-
tion of the Freedom From Religion
Foundation.

The organization. founded in Mad-
ison. Wis .. in 1978, has two purposes;
to further the cause of separation of
church and state and to educate the

public about non-theistic thought

The convention gives members a
chance for fellowship and exchange of
information. It also gives them a
chance to buy "Reason's Greetings"
cards to mail out in December, "Free-
thinker" bumper stickers, and cofTee
mugs bearing pictures and quotations
of famous atheists and agnostics.

Their T-shirts proclaim, "Blasphe-
my Is a Victimless Crime::' thei~ songs
ring out with the words, Idon t need
Jesus." and in tones reminiscent of
camp-meeting testlm,?nlals, they d~:
scribe their deconvemon
experiences. Doug Jager

·····:-si!~1~:~;cXt!~~r:···.
< ~ ,'" ~, •••• ,

spond to his concerns, he suggested
. that his son file suil

Since the case before the U.S
Supreme Court, Mr. Jager has be-
come active in the foundation.

Dr. Saladin, 40, a Michigan na-
tive, decided to challenge the city of
Milledgeville to remove the word
"Christianity" from its seal shortly
after he moved there to leach at
Georgia College in 1977. He waited

'to establish himself, he said, but
filed suit in 1983.

Early this year. the city offered
to remove the seal from the city's
water tower, vehicles and uniforms
but wanted to continue to display it
on stationery and documents, in a
form so small that it would be un-
readable. Dr. Saladin refused the
compromise. The case remain,
unsettled.

He became embroiled in anoth-
1'1' controversy in 1987 when he was
removed from leadership of a Seoul

. den for refusing to sign a statement
recognizing that a belief in God is
essential to good citizenship.

"To me, that says anyone who
doesn't swallow that line is a sec-
end-class citizen."

J. Edward Wilson. 47. manager
of WIQN radio station in Columbus
and a talk show host, gave up l:l
years of ministry in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church and, finally. tile
church itself.

"When 1 gave up superstitions
... when I was finally able to I;J\
aside those things, Ifelt Ihad expe-
rienced a great deliverance." he
said.

His greatest sadness was in 105-
ing relationships with feUow Chm-
tians, including fellow ministers.
The foundation has helped to
compensate. ..

That is one of Its Important
roles, said Mr. Malone.

"To attend meetings with hun-
dreds more like yourself is a very'
comforting feeling. It's the same
sort of feeling church folks get."

Atheists Come
To Atlanta for
Annual Meet

FmmPageCl
he said, and it doesn't advocate gov-
ernmental opposition to religion.
"We think the government should
be neutral, as JefTerson and Madi-
son proposed."

With 3,400 members, the nation.
al foundation is smaller than sever.
al metro Atlanta churches, but
among its ranks are people whose
influence has reached far. drawing
the praise of church-state separa-
tionists and the ire of fundamental.
ist Christians.

• William Jager of Douglas
County will accept the Freethinker
of the Year award on behalf of his
family for his so!: Doug's succ~ssf,,1
lawsuit to stop prayer before Doug.
las County High School football
games.

.01'. Ken Saladin, a biology
professor at Georgia College, will
discuss his application to lead a
Scout den, which the Boy Scouts of
America denied because he refused
to sign an oath acknOWledging the
importance of a belief in God. Ill'
will also give an update on his fight
with the city of MilledgeviHe to get
the word "Christianity" removed
from the city seal.

• Columbus radio station man.
ager J. Edward Wilson will describe
his leaving the Seventh-day Advent.
ist Church after years as a minister.
Mr. Wilson hosts a radio talk show
on which he sometimes expresses
his atheistic views.

• And part-time Georgian But.
terfly McQueen will be given a
Heroine Award for her advocacy of
free thought, The honor comes duro
ing the 50th anniversary of her most
famous film, "Gone With the Wind,"
in which she played Prissy.

GREG FOSTERI/Special

Dan Barker of the Freedom From Religion Foundati~n ';Vears a T·
shirt that reads, 'I'm Your Friendly Neighborhood Athelst,

God We Trust" was added in the
1950s_

It is no coincidence that the
agenda is loaded with Georgians.
"We anticipated that since our or.
ganization is based in Madison,
Wis., some people would accuse the
organization of being outside agita-
tors," said Mr. Malone, 30, a social
studies teacher at Clarkston High
School in DeKalb County. "We
wanted to show some of our home-
grown concerns."

Mr. Malone, who will welcome
the group, said he grew up in a
"mainstream Methodist" home. As a
teenager, he began to question reli-

; gious teachings, he said, a common
posture of youth- Most adolescents
return to the church because ques-
tioning is uncomfortable, he said.
"Religion offers such comfortable
rrutrhp~ and props for life."

. He said he likes to point out to
Christians and Jews that "the only
difTerence between me and them is
that I have discarded one more God
than they have."

For many foundation members,
acknowledging their agnosticism cr
atheism. even to themselves, 1'1"
quires courage.

Mr. Barker, 40, who spent 17
years as an interdenominational

. Pentecostal evangelist, describes
his change of heart as a gradual
movement from religious fundarnen-
talism to acknowledging that he no
longer believed in God.

"There was no bitterness," he
said. "In fact, I went through a peri.
od of almost mourning or nostalgi~.

If was like getting a divorce,
almost,"

In fact, divorce soon followed.
His experience made his former
wife more religious, he said.

Mr. Barker later married Annie
Laurie Gaylor, daughter of Founda-
tion founder Anne Gaylor, whom he
met on an Oprah Winfrey show
about atheism.

He still receives royalties from
earlier religious material, but now
Mr. Barker writes hymns for the
freethought movement, including "I
Don't Need Jesus," a song with a
chorus that says, "I don't need Je-
sus to give me a smile. Don't need a
holy book to make my life worth.
while. Just give me reason, fairness
and love. True human happiness is
not from above."

A Different Background
Unlike Mr. Barker, William

Jager, 53, grew up with very little
religious involvement: An Alaskan
native, he lived in a remote village
where the only religious figure was
an Orthodox priest who occasional.
Iy came to town to conduct services
in Russian.

After 20 years in the Army,
sometimes stationed at Georgia
bases, he settled down in Douglas.
ville in 1976.

Although he describes himself
as an agnostic, he said he would
never have forced the issue of pray.
1'1' before high school football games
if his son had not been harassed by
ether :~\:dents for not participating.
When school officials failed to 1'1"

fhls space
tor rent'Home-Grown COllcerlls'

The program will include a
speech by Dan Barker, a former
Pentecostal evangelist who works
for the foundation's home office,
and a raffle featuring a "clean"

I !100 bill - one printed before "In
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(35) CPP, concerned Philosophers tox Peace ----->

February 1990

3 rd National Conference

Call for Papers

CONCERNED PHILOSOPHERS FOR PEACE

. The 3rd National Conference of Concerned Philosophers for Peace will be
hosted by the University of Notre Dame. The conference 1s scheduled for
September 21-23, 1990. James Sterba (Department of Philosophy, Univers it y
ot Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN 46556) will serve as Conference Director.

Papers limited to twenty minute. re~ding time (about 10-'·2 pages) are
now be~h9' reviewed for inclus10n in the program. Papers are preferred over
abstracts, althouqh some detailed abstracts may be accepted. Topics
include the entire ranqe of nuclear issues, peace and justice concerns,
and interactions with puhlished books and articles. Be creative. The
deadline for submission. 11 June 15, 1990. Send two copies ~o Duane Ce:dy
(Depart •••nt of Phllosophy, KamUne University, St. Paul, MN55104) who
w1ll Chair the Review Committee for submitted papers.

(36) Members' stationery. 8 1/2 x 11, white. Across the top: "The good life is one inspired by love and guided by
knowledge.' Bertrand RusseH" On the bottom: "-Motto at The Bertrand Russell Society, Inc." New reduced USA
price, $5 for 90 sheets, postpaid. Canada & ~lexico still $6. Order from the newsletter, address on Page 1.

BOOK REVIEW

(37) From The Observer, London (1/22/84, p.53):

Intellectual
foundations
TIiIS i3 the tint volume of a
projected aeries of all Bertrand
Russell's papers, published and
unpublished, to be issued in 28
volumes between now and the
year 2000. The volumes will be
divided into two major groups
by subject, so that volumes II to
XI will consist of strictly
philosophical material, while
volumes xn to XXVI, contain-
ing political and IOCiaIpapers,
will be ordered chronologically.
A paper, for these purposes, is
I 'public writing,' indudina
political messages and open
letters u well u newspaper
artIcles, book reviews and
essays. 90 per cent of these
papers, the editors claim, have
never been COllected,and 1S per
cent are unpublished. '

This vast enterprise is edited
from the RUlSeIJ Archive at

...McMaster University, Hamil-:

by BERNARD
WILLIAMS

1lIE COllECTED PAPERS
OF BERTRAND RUSSEll :
Volume I, Cambridge Eaa}'l
1888-99
edited by Kenneth Blackwell
and othen
Allm & Unwin £48

ton, Ontario, an institution
whose quiet existt::nceon I scarp
by the Niagan River wu
transformed when it became,
through the purchase in 1968 of
Russell's papers, the world
centre of Russell ltudies. The
.editon have provided a full-
scale apparatus, with elaborate
annotations and textual notes.
This is dearly intended to be a
great monument.
_ The first volume coven,

'among other things, Russell's
adolescent years, under-
graduate work at Cambridge,
and material associated with his
firat and second books. 'Ger-
man Social Democracy' (18%)
and' An Essay on the FOUOlia-
tiona of Geometry' (lRQ7). A
good deal of the malerial is
unpublished. Some papers that
RIWeU read to the Apostles,
that now excessivelv well-
known leeret lOCiety, are
included, to lome extent
marked by wb,at Paul Levy, in
his biograpriy of Moore,
unkindly caI.Ied the 'sopho-
moric' quality· of the
discusaions. RusseIJ, urging the
cause of the admission of
women (not entirely popular
with his brethren), observes:
'. . . wbenwedividedlastterm
on ••Can we love those we
copulate with ?" the presence of
women in the discussion would
have been invaluable.'

From his years u an under-
anduate, there is • clocked
diary , (' the dons are lid
specimens of wasted power, and
have pcnuaded me that emolu-
ments for mere academical
distinction are I very pernicious
institution '), and there are also

I some essays read to his philo-

sophy teachers which, perhar :
unsurprisinllly, are greatlv
impressive. His history oi
philosophy is more accurnr-
than in 'The History of W~-
tern Philosophy,' but there 8I!'
fewer jokes.

The overwhelming impress-
Ion is not merely the fact of
Russell's precocity, but how
much ot his later style and
manner 'Va., already formed in
these earliest yean. In 1888-0,
when he was 16, he kept a secret
journal written in Greek letters.
II is full of tenlences such L' , r
.now come to the most difficult
:of subjectS, immortality, ~.
question I have already tried to
answer in this book, but, as DO.:
seems to me, on false lines of
reasoning. ; .. ' He seems te
have had from the beginning an
extraordinarily easy and elegant

, way of writiDg, and spme of th ':
earliest pieces here are a grea t
pleasUre to: read, while ODe is
less irritated at this stage of hir
,life than one is in his later
writing byr those less happv
characteristlca of the brigh I

youth which he wu never to
lose - the ! 6ccuionaJ conde-
seension, for instance, and th c
unnerving ,briskness. He said
that ,by th~ time he came to
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Writ~anything down, almost all
the fNork ihad _already been
done; but the impression-he too
often gives in hiS mature work
is n,her that the work is being
done then, ~t the speed it takes
to read it. i

Alter he,~eft Cambridge, his
wit also fou;nd its natnral shaoe.
and there IIi! lOme funny pieQes

Russell Society News, No. 65

in the' book, particuWly an
unpublished item on the Ullelof
Luxury. 'JPe introduction to
this, incidentally, shakes one'.
confidence in the editors, who
seem to be better detectives
than readers, They have
tirelessly Uncovered possible
locations al which the paper

. may have ~ read, but they
also say that it defends inherited
income.:i' 'ch it expressly
attaeb •.

This Interesting book
contaiDl, aU this series will,
public 1D~IarlY documentl
rather personal ones. We-
do not so much here sa_we

February 19Y0

. do in the~- Autobiography' of
Russell's . y declarations of
his emoti ns, but rather dis-
cover him~king brightly and
busily ou , at intellectual
and politi problems. It is
rather WO~'derfulto see him so
fully form so early, exercising
just the w pons he would use
for the ne 80 yean.

OBITUARY

(38) From The Times, London, 6/29/89, with thanks to KEN BLACKWELL.

A.J.AYER
Language 'and logic in the pursuit of philosophical-truth

Sir Alfred Ayer (A. J. Ayer).'· . - - '.' ,"
who died on June 27 at the age
of 78. was without doubl the
most widely known; of the
analytic philosophers who fol-
lowed the tradition of Betrand
Russell in Britain since 1920.

He did nOI have the genius
of WillgenSlein or the
originalilY of F. P. Ramsey,

'Gilbert Ryle or J. L. Auslin.
BUI his quite exceptional bril.

JianCe .as an exposnor; 10-
gether . with his skill and
resource as a debater, secured
him as greal an influence as
any of them with the philo-
sophical profession and he
bulked much larger Ihan Ihey
did in the eyes of the in.
terested pan of Ihe general
public.

Ayer matured early and the
coherent system of ideas put
forward with such striking
effect in his first- book, Lan-
guage, Truth and Logic, when
he was in his mid-twenties,
remained as Ihe abiding
foundation of his thinking
thereafter.

But there was a price to be
paid for his youthful success.
Before 1939 he enjoyed both
the rewards of early achieve.
ment and the leadership of.
intellectual fashion. After
1945, in a philosophiCll at-
mosphere thai was more sen.
sitive to the varieties and
complexily of thought, his
point of view. with its simple.
severe and exclusive lines. had
a somewhat dated air. most of
all 10 those more concerned
that reasoning should be
fashionable than thai it should
be valid. .

Alfrcd Jules Ayer w~s bom
in London on October 29.
1910, the only child of Jules
Louis Cypricn Aycr, a limber
merchant of Swiss extraction,
lie went to Eton as a scholar in
1923. He entered Christ
Church; Oxford in 1929 as an
open scholar in classics and
obtained a first in Lit.Hum, in
1932. It is said that he owed
this good result to the high
marks given 10 his papers on
ancient history. Certainly the
polemical flavour of his mod--
em version of the philosophy
of Hume was unlikely to
attract the philosophy
examiners.

His chief philosophy tutor
was Gilbert Ryle, though an
equally strong influence was
H. H. Price. ibe leading de.
fender of Russell's views in
the generally unsympalhetie
Oxford of the period. Unlike
his contemporary and chief
rival and. competitor. J. L
Austin, he was unsuccessful in
his auernpt 41 an All Souls
fellowship .. In Ihe year in;
which Ihey both sal for the
John Locke scholarship -the.'
principal; examiner. H: A..
Prichard. true 10 his principle
of discouraging bUdding.·
philosophers, ensured Ihal it
was not awar.ded. Ayer,was a

.Iecturer in philosophy. at.
Christ Church from 1932 10
1935 and a research student
there from 1935. - .

Soon aner gradualion Ayer .
.-visilcd Vienna and look pan
: for some months in lhe dis- .

cussions orlhe.Vienna Circle, .
. Ihen" at the heighl of hs :

activily. The oUlcome of Ihis ;
was ungllag.... Trutn and:
Logic (1936), his brillianlly
.forcible' ·exposition. of _their .
main ideas in an English
philosophiCll.idiom; .•

Laying down thal'v~rifiabil-
ity in sense-experience was a
necessary condition of the
meaningfulness of a sentence,

. he rejected speculative mel:!.
- physics and Iheology as lit.

erally devoid of sense and
interpreted judgements of
value as ejaculations ex-
pressive of feeling. He an.
alysed the factual cement of
the world,': physical objects

· and minds. as systems of
immediate experiences and
held the necessary tnnhs of

· logic. maihematics and an.
alytic philosophy 10 be verbal
proposiucns, true by deli.
nition. In a concluding chap-
ter of splendid boldness he
presented concise and tidy
solutions to the outstanding
disputes of trad it io n a l
philosophy. -

This was the most exciting
and influcntia] English philo-
sophical book of the decade.

He joined the Welsh Guards
in 1940 and became a captain

· in 1943. After a period of
regimental duty he moved 10
intelligence work. He played a
lively pan in the liberation of
France in ~44' where. his
enterprise wa not always to
the liking of hi superiors. The
fact that he w s bilingual in

_French and En Iish was useful
10 him here. (It could be said
of him, as Johnson said of
Hume, thai he wrote like aIFrenchman.)

The preface to his second
book The Foundation of

· Empirical KIIQIV/cdMC (1940)
: was written from the Guards
Depot at Catcrham. In it rhe
doctrines of II. II. Price's
Pcrccpnon arc transformed in
accordance with the philo-
sophical methods of Carna p.
A much more resolute
phenomenalism than Price's

, is pul forwa;d and the essen-
I lially linguistic and con-
,ventional character of
i philosophical theories of

perception is insisted 011.

On dcruobilisation he went
back to Oxford for two years
as fellow in philosophy 31
Wad ham College, which. in
195910 his very great delight,
elected him an honorary tel-
low. In 1946 he was appointed
10 the Grote Chair at Univcr-
sily College, London, which
had been vacant for some
years.

On his arrival he found a
dejected scene. The statf con-
sistcd of'a disenchanted reader
who spent as much time as
possible in France and J
Greek lady ofncgligihle philo.
sophical auainrncnts who
taught an idiosyncratic brand
of ethics. The accommodation
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consisted of a cupboard.like
room with a small quanuty of
battered institutional fur.
nuure in it.

When Aycr lcfl London in
1959 he hod five li"l.rale
lecturers in his department,
three of whom hod done ttu-ir
philosophical studics Ihere.
Aycr's public reputalion from
his books and from broadC;Jst.
ing vastly enlarged thc recruit.
~lcnl of students and much
Improved its quality, The
almosphere of the department
was combative, vigorous and
rapid. Visiling philosophers
found attendance at a seminar
was a bracing experience to
soy the least. Ayer's Own high.
speed style of debate sci the
pr.c·.ailing roue. The presence
01 both Aver a lid Karl Poppcr
In London soon made it the
second philosophical centre in
the country,

Aycr now became familiar
10 a very wide public through
his frequent Jppc:Jranccs on
the television Hrnins' Trust,
He was Supremely Qualified 10
provide the lucidity and agil.
ny of mind Ihal the pro.
grJmmc dcm:J.ndcd. lie W:JS
already known 10 a wide circle
as the foremost "logical pos-
itivist", a term con~Oling fur
most people hoslility to rc-
ligion and scepticism about
rnoruls.

JOllrllJlisr~ ofvJriouslc\'cls
of inlc/lcctuJI eleva lion had
often siriglt:d him out .15 i1
corrupter 'of youth and
underminer of Ihe body poli.

.uc. for the most pan he borx
Ihis good·humouredly. But af

, lifelong and-active suppcrtet
of the Labourpany!'he ,..
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,sented the accusation,' tbal he
'"nourished Iascism • .' , .

His' criucs took' his view
.'Ihal morality was not,- factua]
'seience to be a way of saying
'Ihat it'was unimpontnl. His
',~silion was that one' moral-
'lly must be chosen inc. il
"cannot be proved, His per-
; son~1ehoi?, was for a I~esolute
utJlnananosm and hel himself',w", the most loyal Of friend'
and themost public spirited
fulfiller of obligatiorls, Ayer
was no puritan bUI his love of
pleasure was not egoislie and
his integrity and lack :of cyni-
cism were conspicuous, As far
as the te levis ion public was

.concerned, his undeviating
and well-informed fidelily to
Tottenham Hotspur more
than oUlweighed the effc'l:t'of
his more "shocking" opinions.

While at London he pub-
lished a collection Philosophi-
cal Essay, (1954) and: an
excellent general book on
epistemology TM Probh'm 0/
Kno ••/('d~e (1956).

In ,1959 Aver returned 10
Oxford as Wykehalll l'rofcs-
sor of Logic in succession to
his mentor II, H. Price. His
election caused something of a
rumpus since three electors
pre fen cd lWo other candidales
between them. However it
turned out 10 be very success.
IiJl although Oxford was de.
privcd by Austin's early and
lamented UCJlh ofthe enliven.
ing spectacle of a direct
C~g.1Cl'meI1l between Ayer ilnu
his most fJCnin.1cious criuc.
A~ it happened, Austin's more
ca~uisl~c and dclicalcly
phllo!oglcal way of thinking
has suicc come to ~CCIll more
<!;IlL'd thau the marc rigid and

IOII1l:llistic style, of Aycr's'
philosophising,

Ayer took a notable pan in
the Intellectual life of the
universily. not ICJst .1$ an
indefatigable addresser o]
undergraduate societies, and
also ill Ihe somewhat lenten
social lile of New College of
which he was fellow from
1959 10 1978, 'before being
made lion, fellow in 1980.

In 1963 Ayer published TIle
Concept of a Pinon, a co llcc-
tion of powerful, tccnnical
essays on currently active
issues in philosophy, and in

, 1969 ,0 collection of more
~pulJr and widc.r;Jnging

.' pieces: Ate-ltJPh)'JiC1 and Com.
~mOIlSl'flSi', His Thl'OrigillJo!
:Prosmausn: came out of 1969.

,: a deraited, sympathetic survey,
of l/le philOSOPhies of Pieree

, anlf James. A parallel study of
, Russell and Moore, publishedi: in 1971, was first presented as
"Ihe William,James lectures al
:. H'~ard .in, 1970, durinl a
1: VlSlI'IO Ihe USA in which he
,'also save the .John ,Dewey
,Ieelures al' Columbia: on

~: induction and probob,ilily"Jn
, 1968 Ayer was oKRighled, .an

honour Ihal was in some pan
: • recognition of his services as
, a member of Ihe' Plowden
'~commission on primary

educ:llion.' ,
, Ayer continued 10 write,
,almost to the end. True. The '
Central Questions- Qf Ptulos:
ophY(/974) was in many ways
a new edition of lAnguage,
LogIC and Truth, an elegant
survey but somehow lacking
Ihe invigorating bite of Ayefs
first book. Perception and
Identity (/979) was a fnt.
sthnft presented to oAyr:r in
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1979 (he had retired from his
Wykeham chair Ihe previous
year) with his replies to the
essays by distinguished
contcmpo~Jries. rhilosoplJ,v In
til" TlI'el/lll'/il Ccnturv (1982)
seen by Aycr himself .5 very
much a sequel 10 Russell's
JIi.Hor,V of W('Sll'ffI PI"IOJ-
vplty. ncvcnhclcss abandoned
Russell's artrmp: 10 relate
pllliosophieal, ideas to their
social and politiC;J1 circum.
stances, s.Jcriticing. in doing
so, Ihe opponunily 10 provide
an orderly account of the
philosophyO<J our "f.C'. Studies
of Will~eoSlein 1985), Vol-
tarre (1986) and 1homas
Paine (1988) followed, and
there were t w o volulIles of
aUlo'"io~raphy, Part of ,lIy
Lili.- (1977) and More of My
'~1e(1984),

~)'cr was not a major
philosopher like Russell or
Witlgcl~stein. or e\'~. per.
haps, like POpper and Rvlc.
But he was a very able
philosopher indeed, endowed
wllh panieularly sparkling
Inlelleclual gif'ls, an admirable

, ifslighlly chilly prose style and
unnagging energy, As a philo.
sophlcalleacher and influence
there i~ no, one 10 compare
wllh him Since Russell and
Moore,

He w as four, limes married:
first in 1932 fa Grace Isabel
Rene Lees, by Whom he hod a
daughler and a son, and
secondly, in 1960, to Dee
Wells by whom he had a SOn,
In 1983 he married Vanessa
LJwson, who had prC'viously
been the wilCof Ni8el Lawson.
She died in 1985, and recently
"Freddie" Aycr remarried his
second wife, Dee Wells.
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From The New York Times (12/30/89, p.10), with thanks to STEVE REINHARDT:

Philosophers
HangOut
The Shingle

Specl.'10 'f'M Ne. Yort Tlmros

AMSTERDAM, Dec, 29 (Reuters)
- Following the example of psycho-
theraplsls, Dutch philosophers are
opening prfvats practices and cha rg-
Ing clients up 10 $50 an hour 10 discuss
Ideas,

"There's a new generation of phi.
losophers who want to take parr in
soctet~: not Just work i~, an ivory
lower, said Ad Hoogend'jk, who in
1987 became one of the fir!=;I Dutch

philosophers to set up practice. "We
are making use of philosophlcal tr adi-
tlon to exchange though Is with clients
over whatever subjectlhey want."

Mr, Hoogendijk has been joined hy
a dozen others who lalk with clients
about subjects from the meaning of
life to a possible career change. Un-
like some psychologisls and psychia-
trtsts, practicing philosophers do not
try to probe deep into Ihe past of the
Individual to understand childhood-
Ingrained, subconscious behavior and
then suggest modifications,

'Very BasIc Questions'
Rather, they try to apply the wis·

dom of Ihelr discipline to help people
see Iheir problems from a new per.
spectlve.

"I try to help people answer very
basic questions like: 'Who are you?'
'Whal do you want?'" Mr. Hoogen-
dl~k said in an interview "It's a kind

of re-ortentation to structurelheir de-
sIres. I don't try and fit a person into
a pre-existlng theory bUI take what
they say aboul themselves at face
value and try 10 aCI as a midwife 10
let them aruculate what they have in-
side."

He said that about 80 percent of his
clients are at some major emotional
crossroads: businessmen worried
about approaching retirement,
women upset when their grown chil-
dren leave home and youths unsure
what to study at college. He usually
meets a client four or live limes.

Faced with a depressed client. he
Irles 10 offer some perspective in dis.
cusslons aboulthe high vatue modern
culture places on happiness anti how
thinkers In the past have put a high
value on melancholia.

From Great Minds
"There Is a famous saying Ihat

Plato and ArIstotle said it all, and i",
true," he said. But his reading "r
Splnoza, Marcuse, Karl Marx anti
Hannah Arendt have also informed
his counseling, he said.

One of his colleagues, Eite veentun.
said he began his practice in Ihe
northern city of Groningen in 1987 hr,
cause he was disturbed by "how
much sloppy thinking there was
around."

He said he was not interested 1'1
"curing" patients by helping 11"'t,,
sort out their emolions but in helping
them to puzzle out their values and
thought processes Intellectually,

"I try 10 gel people to understand
their own ethics and what the best
choice would be for them in a sttun
lion," Mr. Veentng said. "If you can
gel yourself 10 do what is hest or nor
Is another thing, If you find you canr
well then maybe that's more a rnattr-r
for a psychologist,"

ASSISTANCE REQUESTED

(40) BR books badly needed "for our poor tribal library," says Dr. K. D. ChaUhan, Activist Amerbharat Library,
Post, UnJha. 384170, North Gujarat, India. "We have no resources due to continuous failure of rain the last 3
years," Please "donate some or your publications new, old, bruised, defective or paperback, on any sub ject., :'
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NOW ~ THIS, LAGGARDS!

WE HEAN YOU WHO HAVE NOT YET PAID YOUR 1990 RENEWAL DUES

'l'IHEIS PASSING ...THE METER IS RUNNING ...YOUR DUES ARE OVERDUB

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF BECO~ITNG A NON-PERSON. UGH!

HAIL YOUR DUES TODAY! DON'T PUT IT OFr ANY WNGER!


