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Af,sESSMENTS OFRUSSELL

"Bertrand Russell: Liberalism,
Religious Humanism(Winter 1984),
kn<:1N about it.

Science and Religion" by Charles L. I3O.Vden.Reprinted with permission from
with thanks to its Editor, Paul Beattie, and to STEVEMl\RAGIDES,who let us

Bertrand Russell lived ninety-seven years and wrote and spoke for about
seventy of those years. The scope of his writings was vast and the changes of
some of his philosophical views over time were considerable. Nevertheless,
certain of his positions have an enduring and consistent relevance to a scientif-
ically compatible religious life. Even though Russell eschewed ties with formal
religion, many of his writings were either on the subject of religion, or were
pertinent to it from a liberal, humanistic perspective. ,

Russell always placed liberalism in a political framework, set off by a SOCIO-

cultural background. He viewed most civilizations as inexorably passing
through phases. An initial rigid, superstitious political system gradually
relaxes, with a consequent period of creativity and optimism, balanced by the
remaining best features of the original social order. As the old traditions and
mores crumble, disorder ensues, to be followed by a new dogmatic political
system, The attitude of liberalism is an attempt to escape from this endless
oscillation: "The essence of liberalism is an attempt to secure a social order
not based on irrational dogma, and insuring stability without involving more
restraints than are necessary for the preservation of the community."

This article is dedicated to the memory of Wade Richmond, 1966-1984.

- Russell observed that liberalism was inherently tied to commerce, especially
across countries:
The reasons for the connection of commerce with Liberalism are obvious. Trade brings men in-
to contact with tribal customs different from their own. and in so doing destroys the dogmatism
of the untravelled. The relation of buyer and seller is one of negotiation between two parties
who are both free; it is most profitable when the buy.". or seller is able to understand the point
of view of the other party.

The Liberal creed, in practice. is one of live-and-let-die, of toleration and freedom so far as
public order permits, of moderation and absence of fanaticism in political programmes. Even
democracy, when it becomes fanatical, as it did among Rousseau's disciples in the French Re-
volution, ceases to be Liberal; indeed, a fanatical belief in democracy makes democratic institu-
tions impossible, as appeared in England under Cromwell and in France u'lder Robespierre.
The genuine Liberal does not say "this is true." he says "I am inclined to think that under pres-
ent circumstances this opinion is probably the best." And it is only in this limited and undog-
matic sense that he ••ill advocate democracy.'

Russell was an outstanding interpreter and critic of philosophers and sci-
ence, and of the dynamic interrelationships between the two. Aristotle is an
example. Aristotles' metaphysics, Russell tells us, may roughly be described
as Plato diluted by common sense. Russell's dealing with Aristotle's famous
doctrine of the golden .mean illustrates his wit and acerbity. Aristotle asserts
that every virtue is a mean between two extremes, each of which is a vice. Aris-
totle seeks to prove this tenet by examining various virtues. Courage is a mean
between cowardice and rashness; proper pride between vanity and humility;
and so on. Russell points out a number of characteristics, such as truthful-
ness, that do not fit this model. He then comments that there was once a
mayor who had adopted Aristotle's doctrine. At the end of his term of office,

he made a speech saying that he had endeavored to steer the narrow line be-
tween partiality on the one hand and impartiality on the other:

I conclude that the Aristotelian doctrines ••ith which we have been concerned in the chapter are
wholly false, with the exception o[<rhe formal theory of the syllogism, which is unimportant.
Any person in the present day who ••ishes to learn logic will be wasting his time if he reads Aris-
totle or any of his disciples. None the less, Aristotle's logical writings show great ability, and
would have been useful to mankind if they had appeared at a time ••hen intellectual originality
was still active. Unfortunately. the) appeared at the very end of the creative period of Greek
thought, and therefore carne to be accepted as authoritative. By the time that logical originality
revived, a reign of two thousand years had made Aristotle very difficult to dethrone.
Throughout modem times, practically every advance in science, in logic, or in philosophy has
had 10 be made in the teeth of the opposition from Aristotle's disciples.'

Russell's handling of comparative religion is effective largely because he
sets his analysis in historical context. In his discourse on St. Thomas Aquinas,
Russell points out that Aquinas's sharp and clear use of reason is time and
again insincere, since he already knows what he believes to be the truth before
he begins to philosophize. As an example, Aquinas advocates the indissolubil-
ity of marriage on two bases: (I) that the father is useful in education of the
children because he is more rational than the mother; (2) he is the stronger
parent, and thus better able to inflict punishment. Russell comments that a
modern educator could readily refute each of these arguments, but a follower
of Aquinas would not likely cease to believe in the position, because the real
foundations for the belief are not the ones alleged.

Russell wrote incisively on science, especially physics and astronomy. Much
of this appeals to me because it deals with a major issue of our times: how do
we convey what the scientific method is and familiarize the nonscientist with
some of the workings of science and technology? In this century perhaps only
Jacob Bronowski has addressed this issue with near equal effectiveness.
Russell reminds us that in 300 Be. the Greeks recognized that the earth re-
volved around the sun, The shadow that fell upon this understanding until the
Renaissance was in many ways a political one. Russell writes:

Two great men of the time. Archimedes and Apollonius. complete the list of first-rate Greek
mathematicians ... after these two men, though respectable work continued to be done, the
peal age ended. Under the Roman domination the Greeks lost the self-confidence that belongs
to political liberty, and in losing it acquired a paralyzing respect for their predecessors. The
Roman soldier who killed Archimedes was a symbol of the death of original thought that Rome
caused throughout the Hellenic world.'

The Copernican hypothesis that finally appeared in the seventeenth century
had, Russell reminds us, not the merit of truth, but of simplicity: "In view of
the relativity of motion, no question of truth is involved."

A related development of the seventeenth century involved Galileo. At the
time it was thought, even by educated persons, that a projectile fired horizon-
tally would move horizontally in a straight line for a while, gradually lose its
speed, then finally and suddenly fall vertically. Galileo showed that, apart
from the resistance of air, horizontal velocity would remain constant, in ac-
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cordance with the law of inertia. To this would be added a vertical velocity,
according to the law of falling bodies. A simple calculation shows that the
consequent course is a parabola. This is an example of a principle of dynamics
that proved immensely fruitful, namely, that when several forces act
simultaneously, the effect is as if each acted in turn.

But the story doesn't simplv end there as an educational exercise. The
philosophical consequences of this and similar scientific work of the seven-
teenth century were profound. Animism was removed from the laws of
physics. Movement had been thought a sign of life, and Aristotle's unmoved
movers were considered the ultimate source of all motion in the universe. All
this was changed by Newton's first law of motion. As the projectile story in-
dicates, lifeless matter, once set in motion, will continue to move forever
unless stopped by some external cause. Another change resulting from devel-
opments in the seventeenth century was man's place in the universe. Anyone
might still believe that the heavens exist to declare the glory of God, but no
one could let that belief get in the way of an astronomical calculation.

The triumphs of science revived human pride. The ancient world and the
Middle Ages had been obsessed with a sense of sin. To be humble before God
was both right and prudent, for God would punish pride. It had been believed
that only greater and greater humility would avert such calamities. It became
impossible to remain abjectly humble when people were achieving such tri-
umphs. As for damnation, surely the creator of so vast a universe had
something better to do than think of sending men to hell for minute
theological errors.

Russell liked Heraclitus, Machiavelli, Spinoza, and Locke. If there is a
common thread that holds them together, it is this: that each drew com-
paratively modest conclusions after a broad survey of many facts, in contra-
distinction to the many philosophers who build a vast edifice upon a pinpoint
of logical principle.

Russell's own philosophical effort seems to me too much a creature of his
times and his efforts to deal with them. Indeed, his remarkable familiarity
with the past seems fuelled by his efforts to escape his own unhappy present.
He was reared in near solitary confinement in a dank, dark country manor
house. He persisted in his implacable opposition to war and armaments even
when he was, in the eyes of many of his supporters, wrong. His lecherous sex-
uality contributed to the unhappiness of his first three marriages.

What I return to most often among Russell's myriad writings are his obser-
vations on the conduct of our daily lives:

A good way of ridding yourself of certain kinds of dogmatism is to become aware of opinions
held in social circles different from your own. When I was young, I lived much outside my own
country-in France, Germany, Italy, and the United States. I found this very profitable in
diminishing the intensity of insular prejudice. If you cannot travel, seek out people with whom
you disagree, and read a newspaper belonging to a party that is not yours. If the people and the
newspaper seem mad, perverse. and wicked. remind yourself that you seem so to them. In this
opinion both parties may be right, but they cannot both be wrong. This reflection should
generate a certain caution.

Be very wary of opinions that flatter your self-esteem Both men and women, nine times out

of ten, are firmly convinced of the superior excellence of their own 5CX. There is abundant
evidence on both sides. If you are a man, you can POlOt out that most poets and men of science
are male: if you are a woman, you can retort that so are most criminals. The question is in-
herently insoluble, but self-esteem conceals this from most people.'

Time and again Russell poked fun at intellectual.rubbish:

There is a certain attitude about the application of science to human life with which J have some
sympathy, though I do not, in the last analysis, agree with it. It is the attitude of those who
dread what is "unnatural." Rousseau is, of course, the great protagonist of this view in
Europe. In Asia, Lao-Tze has set it forth even more persuasively, and 2,400 years sooner. I
think there is a mixture of truth and falsehood in the admiration of "nature," which it is irnpor-
tantto disentangle. To begin with, what is "natural"? Roughly speaking, any thing to which
the speaker was accustomed in childhood. Lao-Tze objects to roads and carriages and boats, all
of which were probably unknown in the village where he was born. Rousseau has got used to
these things, and does not regard them against nature. But he would no doubt have thundered
against railways if he had lived to see them. Clothes and cooking are too ancient to be de-
nounced by most of the apostles of nature, though they all object to new fashions in either.
Birth control is thought wicked by people who tolerate celibacy, because the former is a new'
violation of nature and the latter an ancient one.'

He also spoke about the importance of optimism, political tranquility, and
public wealth: "The Victorian Age, for all its humbug, was a period of rapid
progress, because men were dominated by hope rather than fear. If we are
again to have progress, we must again be dominated by hope, ,,,

Russell was a heroic figure, not at all fully likeable, in some small way
because he lived so long. Yet, his description of the stages of a person's life
merits our reflection and serves as a fitting close:

In an old man who has known human joys and sorrows, and has achieved whatever work was in
him to do, the fear of death is somewhat abject and ignoble. The best way to overcome it-so at
least it seems to me-is to make your interests gradually wider and more impersonal, until bit by
bit the walls of the ego recede, and your life becomes increasingly merged in the universal life.
An individual human existence should be like a ri"er-small at first, narrowly contained within
its banks, and rushing passionately past boulders and over waterfalls. Gradually the river grows
wider, the banks recede, the waters now more quietly, and in the end. without any visible
break, they become merged in the sea, and painlessly lose their individual being. The man who,
in old age, can see his life in this way, will not suffer from the fear of death, since the things he
cares for will continue. And if, with the decay of vitality, weariness increases, the thought of
rest will not be unwelcome. The wise man should wish 10 die while still at work, knowing that
others will carry on what he can no longer do, and conr ent in the thought that what was possible
has been done.'

I. Bertrand Russell. A History of Western Philosophy (New York: Simon &: Schuster. 194~),
p. xxiii,
2. Russell, The Basic Writings of Bertrand Russell (New York: Simon 8< Schuster, 1,961), p.
463.
3. Ibid., p. 202.
4. Russell, History of Western Philosophy, p. 217.
~. Russell, Basic Writings, pp. 9~·96.
6. Ibid., p. 388.
7. Ibid .. p. 38~.
8. Russell, New Hopes for a Changing World (New York: Simon 8< Schuster. J9~1), p. 20~.

(3) PRINCIPIA~THEMATICA

Said Russell to Alfred North Whitehead
"Your'disccurses in prose are quite blighted.

Use the logic and rules
Of mathematics as tools,

Andyour reasonng's wrongs will be righted."

Edward C. Devereux

From the American Philosophical Association's proceedings AndAddresses, Vol. 61, No.1 (Sept. 1987), P- 136,
with thanks to IRVIN:}ANELLIS.
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ASSESSMENTS OF BR

(4) Our thanks to HERB & BETTY VOGT for the following:

THE LISTENER

The influence of Bertrand Russell
a broadcast discussion

Sturt Hanlpshlre u ProfeuOf" of Philosophll at
-Pr1~UftioeTlttf aM tM authOf"of ' Thought
aM Action', 'Fuedom of tM Individuol', etc.

'Norman St J.f"t·St.." ••• t:M;,( W46 formeTllI on
the .Ul11 oj •TM Economilt·. flU publicat~
ittcludc 'Life, Death cmd ,1Wl Law' and 'Law

01'Id MoroU '
Baron ••• Stocks IIa.I .eroed on "various lI'lVeT'".
ment committee... SM II Vice-ChonceUOf'" at
Liverpool Univ£Uit". Her )lUblications include
'TM Industrial State' and • Hiltorv ot the

WOf"U"" EducatiOtlGl Au0ci4tion'
Rokrt K••• who WCJI ~of tltu lf~
i. the author of • A Crouxf II Not ComP4'l1/', 'A

Sign ot tM Time.', etc.

RolMrt KM: I hope we may be able to mate
jome sort of uaeument of the value of
Bertrand RusaeU's amazing life and I think In

.,talking of the man who has always Insisted so
.admirably on frankness between human beings.
.we need have no fear of speaking frankly.
,:Stuart Hampshire, how Important would you
:Say Bertrand Ruaell has been as a philo-
sopher?
.; Stuart H."'Plhl"'~ I thint that without pol-
"sible question be is one of the three or four
{,ireatest phlloaophetl writing In the Englisb
.1aniUale in thi. century; he stands in the line
of tradition of British empiricism which goes
back to Locke, Berkeley, Hume, and Mill. He
.has,two distinct aapectl a.·a great philosopher,
In part he invented and developed the·begin·
ning of mathematical logic in a modern sense
and witl$ I modem range, He was not alone
in this field, bu. he was the central figure.
Secondly, In respect of theory of knowledge
and the traditional problema of philosophy,
he hal set the questioll.l which other philo-
IOphel'l have dllCUBBed;otber philosophers
who 'mlght be thought of IS his peers, such 18
Moore and Wittgell.lte1n, defined their position
In relation to him, and I think this I. true Df
the whole Englisb .•peaking world. He is a great
philosopher who has contributed specific tech-
nical inventioll.l within philosophy which are
permanent acquiJitiona of knowledge. Lastly.
he baa Jet the example and provided the
material on whicb others work. I don't think
It could poeaJbl, be diaputed that he i. a great
thln~er,

A great popularizer"
•••••••• 5t .•••••Stevu: I 'Would add that

apart from being a great thinker and a great
technical pkllosopher, ,he is a great popularizer
as well; J IUppoee one of the philosophic worlca
most widely read in England Is his Hist01ll of
WeJteT1I Phllo.t<1Phll. I think what he hal
besidea his technical brilliance and original
thought Is thIs ability to communicate. He baa
• vivid gift for putting over to a lay audience
general· philosophic noUona.
.'". K•• : We are coming on to the Interesting
-que'stlon of 'Whether or not his influence as a
public figure has been proportionate to his
academic Inftueoce. What do you think about
that, Lady Stocu?

t.d, Stocks: I think, it baa, partly because
he Is. as Mr St John-Steyq lIid, a popularizer .
I am no philosopher, bu\ when I read his essay
on A Free Ma,,', WOf","ht I felt that here WII
something I could understand and that illulI-
tratea his whole attitude to Ufe. I can't think
why people described him as an atheist. His
attitude appears to me to be religiou_gnoe-
tic, but certainly not atbeilt

K•• : But hal he really influenced the :wa1
in which our society hal developed?

St J.tlll·St •••• : I don't think that he hal bad
a particularly profound effect on the public
life of our times. People are fucinated by his
personality, by his hOnelb', but hia ideautrike'
many people II being slightly mad, and I
think that the place he Will be accorded In
history, leaving aside the philosophic contnbu-
non, il in 'the gallery of great Engliab
eccentrics.

The bane of loneliness
HaMpshire: I think that hi, gift for com-

municating with I wide public, which Is evi·
dent both In hi. writin, and hi. broadca.ting,
arlaes from a deep feature 'Of hi. own charac-
ter which he hal remarked on In his auto-
biography; namely, what he calls the bane of
solitude and loneliness, For him, philosophy
was always a matter of IInding the meanin,
of life and overcoming thia sense of lonellneu
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which he felt II a child, and thl. Is for most
people the Plychologlcal root of an Interest In
philosophical questions, a sense of •can I not
find what I. the meaning of life or the purpose
for which we're here? ', Lady Stoeb haa jUlt
aald that he I. In a certain sense a religioul
man; if thi. meaDl IOmebody who ralle. that
kind of questJo!t, then it 11 evident that he ia,
even though he denies the existence of God.
But Iwould prefer to call thi. a genuine philo-
IOphlcal temperament He Jivea an example to
people of clear, free thought which they find
encouraging, even where the conclUllona at
whicb be .rrivea are unconvincing. So I think
tbIt he has In that way had a greatintJuence.

One other point that I would Uke to make
concerns what he IIld abqut, Soviet Commun-
iam very early, 'when fbere. WII a .trong dl ••
posItion among perlOnl of hi. point of view,
radical thlnken In ,enenl, naturally enough
to .ympathlze. He IIW what othen have come
to aeknowledge, the bnitAlity which was some-
how built Into the aystem from the beginning,
and verY courageously stAted this In a vlvid
form, I think In 1921. ThI. seem. to me to have
been the only. occasion on which one can IIY
that'he had a very great Inftuence.

K •• : What about all the greatcausea and
the crulldea with wblch he ha. Identified him-
self, such II the emancipation of women, radi-
cal reform of sexual attitude.? Have these In
fact taken place because of him or .lmplY
contemporaneously with hi. thoUght1

L.d, Steeb: M,yAnt memory of him WII ••
••.creat feminist, working with hla flnt wife
and with the ,whole 1Il0vement of WOmeD'.
emancipation; I think that wa. part of hla
'Inheritance of Victorian Whig Liberalism. U
you read the Amberley letters. you and he
didn't knew his parents, he.ihad no opportunity
to do so, but there II a great deal of lUI
parents In him, both 01 them: their rather
ICeptical attitude and tbelr tremendous belief
in equality. They were fundamentally demo-
cratic and he Inherltedtbat, and I think that
he did give a real sort of academic respects-
bllity to the movement of women's em¥lcipa-
lion. He sacrificed quite a lot for it; he hated
by-elections and politica and canvusing and
all that sort of thing, but he did it In a good
cause.

LaII, Stkka: There WII hJaIntereatlrig devi••
tlon between the wan, on free education, and
In that I think he WII a leader. He and hJa
.econd wife, Dora, 1V1"Oteboob on education,
in fact they put it Into practice, they actuall1
ran a .choo). It mlY be that that was In har.
mony with other movement. In education-
J. H. Badley'. and In It. extreme form, of
course, A. S. Nelll't-but hi. boob on edue••
tlon did have a considerable Inftuence. The)'
cease to have It because I think the educational
world hal dlJflted II much of that II It wanta.
In taet • little too much..

St J.h-StaYa: He, lugiNted that under-
graduates .hould have childleaa marrlaget-
that II ·one of. the thin,. I remember about
his contributions to education-to help them III
their .tudles. Don't you think that II typical
of the IOrt of Idea he threw out and which
really baa had no in1hlence at aU?

u.e, Stocka: I'd like to think it hadn't But
he had a very unhappy. frwtrating childhood;
he wa•• I .hould think. "ery much Inhibited III
the early part of hla life .exualJY,and It WII
not until much later, after hi. lint marriage
had broken down, that he began to ftnd what
he describes ••• eaWy' in love; but the
astonl.hlng thing II that though it may have
produced momenta of ecatuy-ondoubtedIy It
reany did, to. judge from hil own Iccountl of
It and thOle of hia aeeoftd Wife-it did not
produce the IOlace of hia loneUneu, whicb
continued, according to hlJnself,unW the very
end of hi. life, when apparently he baa found
a relationship whlcb lIleeti hll need.

St John-SteY•• : But what a very .Oddconcep.
tlon of love that II.

LMY Stocks: Itls, to Mt'mJDd.
St John-Sta ••• : It aU aeema to me to be

defl~ In very perlOftIl, ntber selftlh terma,
because II I see tbe euence of love It I.
lomethlng quite different, It'. carin, for other'
people. One may be moved by eatuy to do
certain thlngl, and telwy 11 ver)' nice If It
uppeoa to come alon" but Idon't think ~t'.
.the essence of love at all; at least. It wouldn't
be Ill)' Idea of love. .. . .. .

~, Stoeb: I~ lsn;t mrne. Love may have
that element of ecstuy in it, In tae case 01
two married people, but it doea involve aliQ
a kind of permanent mutual trust which we
.omeUmeaaee wIlen married people ifOW old
toiether In perfect contentment with one
anotfler. He doesn't seem to have experienced •
that. I think In a way u a lovtr ht WI' •
failure. 11e mild. It, lea.t two women VIr)'
unhappy.

.K•• : Areo't we ~lIy expecting too much of
a professional philosopher if we expect him to

.be .one tn .t~ other sense, of 1tnowif\i all
.bout love and beini able to explain It to us?

Lad, Sto~ka: I wouldn't have expected It of
a great philoliopher, but he .<Joeaclaim It
hlJDielf.

Prophetic role in public life
It Joh""St.e,.: HltI role In public life, It

Se&1nIto me, hu been a prophetic one. He h••
not, I' think. been endoWed by nature with
what Walter Bagehot call. the prowling facul-
tiel Which.are euential if yo.. . ..0..lm.to~.a.ve.
political Influence on men; , .. 'i.•.. ,.• fi.. ...•.

wJW~~rtea ~. co_~' ~J~. iJnue
"'J.ftVter;"Wliit~·. .~ .' .'. Thl. glvel
h(ftl•••••~i'te••'t~:ltrenitJ{; , •..- 'lie • a1wa)'l
allowed hJmIelf to be hlmaelf, which no politi-
cian In fact can do; you can only aUow your.
self to be )'ounelf to a certain extent
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HPlpshlr.: No, I don't think he does claim
that at lUJ. What I think he doea 11 hold open
the field of debate and suggeit that all tb1!ie
issue&"which are treated Ii ones which cannot
be inte,lJectually co~ider~d, can be InLellectu'
all1 conaJdered. There are aome, Lawrepee 11
'one, who are shocked by dilcutltni the emc-
tiODIin his intellectual temu at all. There are

.othm who are lUcked by' tM deil'8e ol .,It.
rovel~Uon ,whicb OCCUI'I in RUiieU'. Al4t~
inogrophll and the degree ot {raweu that he
,.)lQw. in portra)'tn.w h1i own relationa wlt/;\ hla
Wtte and' wttb Qtbfri. But no one can doubt
tJtere', 'an absence 01 ll'iviality abQut hta' dis-
.~P' at 1bese' thiQis-he Inll)' be mistaken
,~ u clJw:...Lb4.t f.Nj, Qjl~~e •• ilves him a
role whicb np one else IQ our Wni'lwi luW. It
),; &1intflcant,tor' example, that he u.ys In his
A.,"obiQgraphll bow much be despiae. Bernard
SblIw" because at' hlf vanity; be telt 'Sha"
Jl!aye(Jwith the.ie Juuet. With Ruuell there ia
a JlQIIIiiQUityot public ,cliac~on at a deep
ie\'el of 1sll~ abl)ut ~ch peoplfl coo&der
one CilmOtthinj clearly. Thia 11~ real public
influence. I 1I~ tha~ he baa t1ad no great
in1lueoce on practical poUtiCi,'~ that for
the limple reasen that be baa' never under.
1abn PQ!iticaIanalyw;' in current diiClUlJO/lJ
01 the Vietnam war. where I &&reeto lOme
.4eifee with hia concl~n. be never analysea
the forces that are ,t wori aDd wby we are in
;thia ti~tjon. .

fneffectualin. public affairs
. ' ,

. -'til: He "'"" bowever, claim wry apeejft.
eaD7 •••, be. ~ ledoualJ in -public a1fai~
He IMd •• _bee 1JJ.thiI A~", thltt
I&r 'PriDciplt,lIathernaUca' be abandoned
•••• rrU12 ,_~la.oPbr 101w-national
Itralra, u It WI WII IOlnl to be hi••• riOUI

o work, It seema odd if a mo of IUch undoub
teeUYtnOrDlOlllIntellect shwld turn out to be

.10 liltftectualln pubUc .raln. '
It Jt" ••••ttwlI: I don't I\nd that odd at aiL

One would expect tomebo<ly who Md made
his main busineu phfJoiJopbyto be Ineffertual
In publJc aifatl'll. One wouldn't expect him In
fact even to want to take part In public atralra
What I. IntereatiDi about Lord IluaMlllI. thllt
he obytOUI}ydoes 'pa•• lonately ".nt to tab
pnt In puhllc .'lAl,.,. .nc1 It I. thl. pn •• ton thAI
hili driven him on; but I don't think he I.
taken teJ'iOUlly In EngJlah public lind poliUcaJ
aftRil'5. I don't think people in the House 0'
CoUimona.forepmple, ,.re .ulrlni, themaelvea'. ,

•What has Bertrand Ruuell Aid?' He- ~
have·ln4uence u a maniteatation at consctence.
IS such. He IDaya1Jo have in4ueoce in II Pela·
tive "ay In that be JnJybe uaed by oUw
people for their owa pU~he Ruaatalll
for example-s-but I don't think he could
p~~blylay any tenable claim to. haVI~ pN-
found political inJluence in oW' Umes. •

HlIllpshlrl: But oUiht we to wume that
philosophers are out of place In public atraln?
I mean Plato, Ariatotle, Splnoza, HWIle,Loeke,
,most of the great phi,losophera;_ and 10 on.

Mill

have liimultaneously eancerned tbemseJMI with
ultimate moral Issue.' and publle "aira. Ir.
hard to see how thete two,~uk1 fall apart.

St John-Stew.; The)' haven't been very 1Ue-
ce8&fulin their partldpetton In public affain.,
It I may take" (or e!lC1mple.I UUnk it WII Mill
a great mistake of h1I to enter puUalDem; be
had DO influence ia parliamenc In Practical
aft'aln, and It merely dJltracted him from
doini the things whicb he wu. aood at.,which
was advancing his own philolopby aad thtDkini.

Lad, Stocu: But he did write a book... On Liberty
••••• When I re·read that boot I UUnk It', -
reaUy in a way the Jut Word•• the coaceptiOil
ot political and llOCial'libertJ. I meu todaJ I
Wnk It i. a text-book, .

It .•4ha4&evu: Wel~ could, you point to •
comparable book which Bertrand RuiieU bid
written which you put in that cateaory'

LM, Stoda: No, I can't.
5t Joh,,·$tlwaa: (;quid fOU. StU;¥t Hamp.

&hire? . ' ,
H.,.hlrl: No, I doo't think Ruaaell baa

ever quite attained that kind of Intimacy with
politics, and I agree that he baa the type of
Intellect which veatly over·simpllfie. poJ1tical
problema. When he turna to considering
specific luuea he presumes that you can become
certain about tJmn In a kind of way that you
can become eertaln about matbemaUcal prob-
lems Of propos,ttiOIllof loilc. For example. In
the 'Face to .1I'ac.' Interview, when John
FreeDW1 IUU~ ~ 11.IOmethiQi rather
odd about h1a view On the '.tomic bomb-, he
aay, ; 'Weu' It'. c:Orla1ltentwith my oUiel
view. '; IDCS to Introcll.lCflbere onl1 th1I 1011cal
notion of cons1lttDC)' ~med to me to .bow
IOlMbow'. lack ,of •••••,poUUca! tl\inklna .

Ieee:· 1'erbaPi tbit l'wby he 11virtually In-
eftectua( in publ~ a1ra1n; perhaps you can't
operate there with PI'eCbe auri!cal analyail
on every lingle lalue, II you do in philoaopby.

It JoJln-Steftil Hebu not brouaht that
to ill. political life at au.. and I think, In 10 far
•• ht. political-4dl.vltle..bave Inftuenced men
poUtbl!7;' l-:~ agreewitb, Stuart Ramp-,
.hJre, it'. beca~ tbeJt are not lODlethJQithat
is comiJil evt Of the. tDp of his he&d. they are
coml~ frOm.hi. nature. aDd the contradktlo/lJ
In hI. natw'e--wklch. I .uppo,e one could 111
are explained,..iB tIm book, aoiftl back. to hi.
Jonel)' chIld'hood. t thiftt it 11precl8e1.Ybeeal1M
they are I reflection of hi, nature that they do
fascinate People ~ move people; thla I. the
impact ot penonalit7 011personalit1. Where
he In fact brings In hiI toile. YQUlet theM
mad Idea. lib a prevenUv, war a&llnst Ruuta.

H_pshfrll Tht ft~ ~ be ever wrote.
which was 1M tim course of lecture. .t the
.",. _ •••••••• '" _ ••• !he Ie" '10ft••• 'h.' 1M U.I.
_Id three I... Il40IIla wID .-c\eaJ' IUnt to del.. ••••.IJ'GIII~w ••• --.. _

-London School of Economlcf 11called German
SacUl! Democrocll. which hu the beat earl)'

'dilicussion of Manciat theory tn the English
IMnguage.The second book was pn FOI4ndqtiom
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01 Geomet'1/. We .hould get It all wrona it we
gave the impression somehow that he wu a
great philoaopher who turned to politics: the
two have alway. been equally deep in his
nature. .Russell haa never been academic; he
baa not been confined in a. UhJveralty, except
fOJ.'very short, period.; .and Wa gives him, as
it were, a de·inltitutioQalized setting, which
enables him to .peak as a human being to great
numbers of persons, and they lIlay not airee.
but they feel that thu u' a dianlfted pbenom&
non which offel"ihoPe.

~ St.eckt: One thing that r thInk endean
him to the normal younr Intellectual, 11 that
he can 'let tremendously bet·up about a cause,
and say ,what to 'JUDI:' GI·ut.apfeU' rather
foolUh thina. ,

A master of communication
St J.INt-Sttw.: And be'is, Of cOUrt8,~ master

of communlCAtlon,ialt't he? AlthoUib be feel.
pusionately, the paasion'll eontalned within a
very controlled literary form. Listening to him
broadcast one Is ~OVeA by the beauty of the
language and the precision of the langulie, u
much as by anything else. '

H••••pshlre~ He has a rather.upel'lltltloua
attitude to the power of urument and the
power of words, In the seaje t,bat in Ibe Auto-
biograph~ he explains, for exsmple, the'failure
of hi. ftrat marriage, or the point of breakdown,
In terma of propoaltiona tha1 he came to believe
about h1I wife and about ber relatlon to her
mother and 10 on. . You feel that hi. 'Own
emotions are alre.dy built Into the lJ1WDent
this II very rare In people. ,

K•• : There is one very Itra~ .thJl1& 1In.'t
there, In thJs AutDblographu. and that it the
contrast between Ibe .erenJt1 of the wa, In
which be is talking about' 'hi. ute aDd the
actual emotional turmoil be IIoften delCriblng.
He it comtanU, s&ying In dear, prec:ae, IU~
dued tenet tMt he went tIirou,ih an appalllng
emotional experience. He dfiIerlbea the failure
of hi. flrat marriage. for 11lltaDee,'In almost
horrifyingly clipped aDd drr toDeI. wblcb are
often very IDtUllrti. . .

Lad, Steeb: But be analnel the fluJta ,be
finds In his wife.' ", .
'St Joh.·Stew•• : Of eourre be baa ruched a

degree of peace arid serenity, and ther~ore J
suppoee he is lookinr back on ~rience which
almost perhaps belonged to another penon.
which he himself baa In fact tranacended. But
I think a140he u lived, to,a creat extent, from
being In fact de'ltloyed by theIe puaionl and
emotiona b1 a aense of PNportl~n wb1cbcomes
out YerJ mucb In hi. sen.. 0( humour. He
u to iact capable ollaudUng at.himIeU •• ~
u at other people; WI sharp and maJidoLII
aense of humour wb1cb b(t JJu ia a ~ real
part of him and has formed ,.' replator iD.J11a
ute which 11of great val".. .. ,
. K•• : D. H. Lawrence. 01.eoune, found hil

Paeman paycbolpgicall1 "'1 auapect.' He
wrote to Ruaaell: •You are I1mpI1luU ol re-
pressed desires wh1cb have become •• va,. and
anti-lOdal, and they, come out in thi•• heep',

clothing of peace proPlianda ': Do you think
there u anything in tMt? .
,Ud1 Stocks: No, I reall,. ,~.~ live weilbt

to anything D.H. Lawrence nid about a~
body: he Wla a curious, tortured, pathologiclll
creature, H. Bever had the sort of Intellec·
tual contact. tllat Rusaell had; be didn't know
what they were 11"e.

5t John·SteVu: I think it is merely a piece
of Freudian invective. .

Hllmpshire: I should like to say something
in favour of Lawrenc•.: there is a truth, I
thinlt, here, thitRUli&8U does in his Autobio-
graphy and elsewhere sometimes describe him-
aeU a. desce.nding amo~g ordil\,lu'y mortals In
a '.lightly godlllte wly; There 11 a delCrlpUon
of him staying In a hotel in which he eom-
ments, writini to somebody, on the other
people in the hotel, very ~uch' as If he bad
alighted among ordinary men. There is a, sort
lU paradox here, because he il marwellous at
addrellling ordinary q}en and, ordinary men
like there to be godlike figures. Lawrence
pointed to b1I cerebral' way of talking about
the emotlona; Lawrence Is perfectly right that
one cannot 60 talk truthfully about them, eli we
bave r,thet: suspected over Russell's descrip-
tion of hi. marriage. Olle has a feeling the
truth can't be like thi.; that you cannot put
emotional relationshipa Into the.e witty, .hort
sentences; and that this ia a kind of Spinozistic
eM' gQdlike 'view of oneself which he baa to
lOme extent.

it J,••••·Stevu: Aml be does say himaelf,
doesn't he, Ibat he can't identify with the
people supporting the causes he bellevel'ln:
that again I think Is an expreasion of this
intense individuality. which cuta him olf from
other men and therefore doesn't make him
~ elfect1ve politiCa1)~der of men.

Ladl ,_Ita: I tWnk that wu ill a· way
intellectual boD~: lou of people feel lilte
that when thoy go, into popular eausel with
l~' InteU~a1lf diatingu!abed people Iban
themselves, ' .

St Joh •••Stn.: Where I tlflnJt he hu been
algnificant u in the third part of the credo he
givel in the prologue of the A"tobiographll.
his compaulon, h1s pity. This il a atrain of
feeling which can be. pushed out of ordinary
day·t<H1aypolitiCl, and the. ,.ct that he does
feel 110 strongly about these lJauet-he feels
compaNionalel)' for the people sUlfering in
VIetnam-i. a very useful contribution. re-
minding people that what 1. beilli Involved
here In these polltic.l eonftlcu are the .wIe r-
ing. of ordinary JIl~n anet women; ,

Lady Steeks: I think that u hu ereate&t
contribution, and it comes out very clearly in
that flnt volume of his Autobiograph". I have
In mind particularly a .enel of Jetten he
wrote to an American woman friend who had
lost her dearest friend and '.companion and
fellow.worker; His letters to her were 80
luperbly understanding, compassionate. He
really ,feels as .he feels, and I think he has
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that capacity. I think that II where his great
Influence today lies with the young. They may
not agree with aUting down outaide the
American Embuay and much that he says
tbout President Johnson, or whatever it may
be, but they do leel that here II an' old man,
pearlni the end of his life, ',Yhocares tremen.·
douslyabout them and the world that they
will live In and that be will not live to see.

St Joh.Stewa: I th!nk that ill true, and I am
tremendously attracted b1 thl. unquenchable
optimism. Thla Ia what young people see.
AlSO, if J may put a further glo88 on what
Lady Stocks bu said, J think they are attractc:<l
by him because he ". IUch an Iconoclast.
Young people li\e IOlQeOnewho is thrOWing
bricks at idola, particul.rly when It', an old
thrower who can gjv. the throwing lome
respectability.

HHl"hlre: Yes,' but the throwing of' 'the

February 1988

bric.b and' the Iconoc1&sm'hu at the'lfaCk a
certain pessimism as WlJ4,Dot only optimism,
which gives It a depth and genuineness to
which people respond. 1n hit· broadcalta you
can hear that it II not th. ~nd, of Iconoclasm
of a bright man who hp bright tboughta on
current I84Uea. Far fro•• it:. there •• a aenae

. . .
tIIatlt I. extremely d~Jt to maintain any
tolerable form of bUlllAIl life. I thinlt be baa,
alway. felt thil very -atroQllY. . I

S& J•••••·St.., •• : One of the great 1018el of
the future will be if It bocoD\8IImpouible to
produce another penon 'Uke Ruaaell: he Ia a
whig through Ind tbroup, ud be, iI OQeof
the ireat justiftcation •.for whlgiel}' ..

Hampshire: I think hia greatnea i. just In
showing what a human being can do: hi. mar-
vellous energy and iatellectual Inveation bave
few paraUelJ at all in Ot,lr century. .

(5) From the NewYork Times, 1/2/88, p. 23:

'mE NUCLEAR PREDICAMENT

'Elephant Repellent'
By John A. Osmundsen"Thank heaven lor nu-clear weapons,"

Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher
01 Britain seems to
say every time she

reminds us that Europe has beenlree
01 war for the past 40years, attribut-
ing that circumstance, erroneously
and without substantiation. to the ex-
istence01 nuclear weapons.

The same canard is promulgated
by the columnist George Will and
other conservatives and also by
many liberals and arms-control ex-
perts who would like nothing better.
in their heart of hearts, than (0 see
the world completely free 01 nuclear
weaponsbut know that that's not pos-
sible. Another canard.

What's important about getting
these things right is that if allowed to
persist such misapprehensions could
gravely influence the next summit
meeting on the reduction of strategic
nuclear weapons.

Take the first canard, a porous syl-
logism at best. There has beennowar
in Europe In the 40years that nuclear
weapons have been around; there-
fore, nuclear weapons have pre-
vented war. That, however, bears a
disturbing resemblance to the argu-
ment used by a Brooklynite who,
when asked why he called a purple
powder that he sprinkled around his
house "elephant repellent." replied,
"Well, you don't see any elephants
around here, do you?"

To sense the poverty of the nukes-
prevent-war-m-Europe argument,

John A. Osmundsen is writing a book
that deals with paradoxes of the nu'
clearal1e.

one need only notice that they have
not prevented wars elsewhere. And
none was ever used even where they
might have turned the tide (South
Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan) with-
out risking nuclear retaliation to the
potential users' homelands. Why?

The reason is simply that t~e ex-
pansion and growth 01 nuclear war.
Iare, il it breaks out, cannot be delib-
erately limited or controlled; virtu-
ally every military expert Who has
played a computerized nuclear war.
game has expressed astonishment at
how last things got out 01 control,
some saying they were never able to

Addressing
. canards
of the
nuclear age.

prevent it from running away to total-
ity. Thus, any useof nuclear weapons
risks ending in global holocaust, and
that means that there is no way at all
of ever rationally justtfymg their
use.

Thus, if there is no sane or sensible
way of using nuclear weapons With-
out puttmg humanity at risk - and
there is none, as all nuclear-war ex.
ports know in their bones, whether or
not they will openly acknowledge this
perplexing truth even to themselves
- .then nuclear weapons can't be
used. And if they can't be used, then
they cannot have prevented war in
Europe for the past 40years.

That sun leaves 40 years of peace
in Europe to account for. If not nukes
- the rational equivalent 01 elephant
repellent-then what explains it?

Could it be that the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization and Warsaw
Pact haven't gone to war simply be-'
cause they haven't wanted to, be-"
cause there has been no reason to do
so, because there is every reason not
to do so,becausethere has beennoth-
ing to be gained and much to be lost,
irrespective 01 the real though mini-
mal risk that things might escalate L

but only accidentally - into the nu-
clear realm? It certainly couldn't be'
otherwise.

This brmgs up canard No.2 - that
nuclear disarmament is not possible,
Well, if no use whatever of nuclear
weapons can ever be justified ration-
ally, why not Justget rid of them? Be.
cause, the canardiologists say, you
can't ever be sure someone won't
hold some back, and there's always
the threat of nuclear terrorism, say,
from an Iran or a Pakistan.

That argument, however, does not
address the rat ronal unusabilHy of
nukes, nor does it acknowledge the
vast range of very persuasive non-nu-
clear modesof deterrence (including
chemical and biological) that could, il
necessary, be used to render intoler-
able punishment far a nuclear attack
by a mindlessdespotor a maniac.

The bottom line is that there is no
use for nukes, their very existence
threatens all humanity as nothing
ever has before and thev can be elimi-
nated from (he face of the earth as
President Reagan Often. says is' his
fondest dream. All we have to do is
shoot down all the canards of folly
and start thinking clearly about get-
ting, as they say, our real duckpins all
in a row. 0
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(6) The san Diego Union ran this NewYork Times Newsservice item "abort the time of orr June meeting," says JIM
MCW1LLIAMS,who sent it to us:

MIT post-nuclear outlook is grim
New York Times News Service

NEWYORK- In a major challenge to the govern-
ment's position on the long-term effects of nuclear
war, a new study concludes that a limited attack on
the UnitedStates, involvingonly 1percent of the SoVI'
et nuclear arsenal, could set off a collapse of the U.S.
economythat would last for decades.

Federal officials say that the study is flawed and
that recovery from even large attacks could take
place in years, not decades.

'!be study, by the Massachusetts Institute of Tecb·
noloF" said an attack aimed only at liquid fuels ~nd
their distnbution points could cripple transportation,
energy production and key industries, damaging the
nation's economyso thoroughly thal most of the popu-
lation woulddie of starvation in months.

The survivors, it said, would be reduced to "near- _
medieval levels of existence" for decades.

However,the Soviet Unionis even more vulnerable,
the study added.

MIT's study, titled "Nuclear Crasb," was based on
four years of computer simulations of nuclear attacks
and their consequences. .. .

The computer instructions used were a modlfication
of a model originally developed for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, which plans relief ~~-
sures for war and natural disasters. The preval1m.g
goverument view is based more on experts' analysis
: :,.ctlJ UJ d.ll ..lyl1tei {jd)(:~ls.

Dr. Kosta Tsipis, senior author of the Jtudy and

Continued from A-21
director of MIT's Program in Sci-
ence and Technology for fnternation-
al Security, said: "The usual assump-
tion is that the economy recovers.
But this program shows it will not
recover even 25 to 30years after an
attack."

Officials with the federal agency
faulted the MIT study. Paul K.
Krueger, the agency's assistant asso-
ciate director for mobilization re-
sources, said he had not seen the
study but that the underlying set of
computer instructions, supplied to
the agency in 1980by a government
contractor, was abandoned in 1984
after "a lot of criticism from other
government departments that it was
unrealistic."

Tsipis said the computer model
had been tested extensively for accu-
racy at MfT and improved with the
aid of its creators. He said the gov-
ernment had abandoned the model
because its results conflicted with
:tbegovernment's public positions.

Krueger vigorously denied this.
The 136-pagestudy reached these

;conclusions:
'. The economy would be unable to

"shake off' the effects of an attack
oil petroleum supplies. At best the
.nation could regain about a third of
its productivity over a quarter-cen-
tury.

like Jones. Weshoul.d award him aJim thinks the BRSooQht to have an award "for guys
up with." The BRSD.nnEellAward?

• The Soviet Union would be no
better off than the United States and
could be more vulnerable to long-
lasting effects from a nuclear attack
because its petroleum industry is
more concentrated.

• The superpowers could achieve
the goal of deterring attacks with
drastically fewer nuclear arms.

• President Reagan's plan for a
defense against enemy missiles
might not protect the nation from
lasting economic collapse even if the
defense prevented 99 percent of in-
coming warheads from reaching
their targets.

• Civil defense measures would be
largely futile.

The government's position through
several administrations has been
that either superpower would recov-
er from nuclear attacks consisting of
several hundred nuclear weapons.

In 1982,Thomas K. Jones, deputy
undersecretary of defense for strate-
gic and theater nuclear forces, was
quoted as saying the United States
could fully recover from an all-out
nuclear war with the Soviet Unionin
two to four years.

"If there are enough shovels to go
around, everybody's going to make
it," he said, referring to simple fall-
out shelters dug in the ground. Jones
left the Pentagon in 1985.

shovel to cover himself

fii~ic Data Shew117 secret U.S. AtomTests was the headline on a front page story in the NewYork Times on
I 88.""'I'Fie 'EeSl:s1:"c:x:JI<p1:aCe-aITr"ing-t:hepasl:25 years. The figures resulted from an analysis of seismic data

about; earth tremors that has been pJblicly available for years. It came from the Natural Resoorces Defense
Cooncil, "widely recognized as having extensive expertise in seismic studies. It recently participated with
Soviet scientists in m:mitoring American ~d Soviet nuclear test sites."

The report was part of the proceedings at the International Scientific Symposiumon a Nuclear Test Ban, held
in Las Vegas on January 15-16. The Symposiumwas a project of the ccunci I on Economic Priorities,
International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, Natural Resources Defense Council, Physicians for
SOCial Responsibility, Sierra Club, and Union of Concerned Scientists.

"The findings could potentially shift m:::>deratesin Congress to accept a test ban, since it suggests that even
the smallest tests coul.d be detected," said Representative EdwardJ. Markey.

HUMANISM

(8) Music Critic's highest compliment. After hearing the Bach Choir of Bethlehem sing Bach's B-MinorMass, Music
Critic David A Reed, of the Bethlehem Globe-Times, had this to say:

Hearing such devotional music sung with such dedication easily put s this secular humanist into a
willing state of suspension of disbelief.
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(9) 30th Birthday. Fran The Chronicle-Herald, Halifax, NovaScotia, 7/11/87. p.25, with thanks to JaiN LENZ:

Pugwash Thinkers
celebrate 30th year

By ISABELLE TIBBLES
Truro Boreal

PUGWASP - Nine scfentlsta
from around the world met Friday
at Thinker's Lndge, Pupash. for a
three-day informal conference to
review the past, present and future
of the Popash movemenl

The Popash Conferencet Oft

Science and World Affairs began 30
years ago when scientists reali%ed
the potential danger of nuclear de-
velopments. The aim of the fltSt
and subsequent conferences was to
appraise dangers arising from the
development of weapons and to pre-
vent a nuclear war.

"We were worried, particularly
because the hydrogen bomb was
just released," said Josepb Rotblat,
professor emeritus of physics at the
University of London, England.

Prof. Rotblat is the "father" of
the Pupash conferences, said Mrs.
Cyrus Eaton, widow of Cyrus Ea-
ton, a Nova Scotia-born Cleveland
industrialist who sponsored tbe
Pugwash conference.

Prof. Rotblat, one of the origi-
nal conference participanls in 1957,

'worked on the atom bomb during
the Second World War .:

"We felt responsible to a large
extent for creating man's destiny.
.~. We wanted to belp the rest of

the world and prevent a catastro-
pbe."

But, be said, 30 yean later the
buman race ID still in danger but on
a different scale. "Therefore our
'main objective bas not been
achieved. "

"(But} We bave survived 30
years without nuclear war and we
believe to a certain ertent this is
due to our efforU."

Prof. Rotblat said one result of
the Popash Conferences ts that
leaders and decision makers have
beelI educated "that neitber side
can win a nuclear war - it ••auld
be suicidal" •

He sai~uture dangers bave
changed ill' part from past dangers
and "inadvertent nuclear war," is
now the mate concern.

"We must eliminate nuclear
weapon.; all together and this can't
be done overnight. This is still lbe
task for Pugwash after 30 years,"

About 2,400 scientists from 84
countries participate in various
Popash conferences and over lbe
yean 7,000 scienusts bave taken
part ill various workshops focusing
Oft the survival of buman kind.

A forma,! meeting will be beld
from Seple"1W 1 to 8 In Austria
and about 200 people will partici-
pate.

Fran the Chronicle-Herald, Halifax, NovaScotia, 8/12/87, Voice of the People (Letters to the Editor) page:

Russell's idea
To The Edi tor:

Sir, - 1 have been sent a clipping
01 the story on the Pugwash Thinker:<

,by Isabelle Tibbles, in your issue of
July II, J987. page 25.

It'~ .1 prc(ly good story, but It docs
omit one thing that might be thought
relevant: the name of the person who
initiated the Pu,::w<1sh Conferences. the
person whose idea it was (in 1957) to
have .a Pugwash Conference in the Iirst
place. That was Ilortrnnd Russell.

TI,;s docs not detract in any way
Irom the great part played by Prorcs-
sor Jtotbtnt. In your story, Mrs. Eaton
calls Professor Jtotblnt "Ole [ather" of
the Pugwash Conferences. I suggest
that the lather was Russell, and Rotb/at
the midwife who made it all come out
right. This society has the highest re-
gard lor Prolessor Rotb!al. It awarded
him its 1983 Bertrand Russell Society
Award, Here arc excerpts [rom the
1983 press release on that award:

"The 1983 Bertrand Russell Society
AlVard has gone to Joseph Rotbla], nu-
clear physicist. anti-nuclear advocate.
Secretary General 01 the Pugwash Can-
Icrcnccs lor the lirst 17 years (1957-
1973) ... and currently active on the
Executive Committee, also Chairman of
the British Pugwash Group."

The Pugwash Conferences were a
breakthrou,::h in East·West relations.

They brought scientists (rom both sides
of the Iron Curtain together (or the first
time to discuss the nuclear peril. The
conferences led to the SALT !<lIb and
to the pnrtlal Test. Dan Treaty, that
banned tests above ground. (1963). As
Bertrand Russell said, ", . .it showed
lhat real cooperation could be achieved
among scientists of extremely divergent
Ideologies and apparently opposing sci-
entific, .", well as other, views."

The conferences were Russell's
Mea. But Russell W.1S 85 and in .poor
health, unable to attend the first confer-
ence (in Pugwcsh, Nova Scotia), As a
result. it was Joseph Ilotblat who orga-
nized H., ;IS well .1S the following 22
Pugwa.sh Conferences.

Tbe award citation reads: "For
presiding at U1C birth DC the Pugwash
Conferences, a nd nurturing their
growth. to develop areas of agreement
between East and West so as to dirnln-
Ish the nuclear peril."

In Bertrand Russell's eyes, Prorcs-
sor RotbJat " ... can have few rivals in
courage and integrity ." If ever tile
nuclear peril and allied evils are cmdt-
ectcd and international af(airs arc
straightened out, his name should stand
very high among ils heroes."

LEE EISLER
Ylce-Presldcnt, Inlormation
The Bertrand Russell Society
RO I, Dox 409
Coopersburg, Pa.
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(10) Kate finds a parallel. From the NewYork Post, 1/21/76, with thanks to HARRYRUJA:

Love and Genius
FroRi "My Father B.!rtranc:ESsel~ by Katharine Talt (Harcourt Br"'e JO\'llJl-
ovlch, 202 pp., $8,95), .

Wilen I studJed Goethe, In college, the professor taught us to connect each
creative burst with a new love alra'ir: 'Goethe drew the life of his JlO€'lrY from
hls loves, then moved on and left them. Sometimes I think my father was like
thal Perhaps It I. a characteristic of great men, who must follow their girt
regardless of consequences:'And he says hlmsel!: "I have 'known no woman
to whom the claims of Intellect were as absolute as they 'are to'lIIe, and 'fher-
eY~rIntellect Intervened, I baYe found that tbe sympatby I sOught In love was
apt to fall." '

(11)

PHILOSOPHY

PhilosOfhical displte gets 3 columns en the front page of the NewYork TimesI,> 12/29/87:

IPhilosophical ~ift: A Tale of Two Approaches
By RICHARD BERNSTEIN

Charles Shcrover. who teaches phi-
losophy at Hunter College, speaks in a
sort or paradox about certain other phi-
losophers. All tOOoften, he says, those
who were accepted into the ranks of the
philosophers in America were not what
he calls "philosophically inclined."

"You're much more likely to Iind
philosophically inclined people outside
of philosophy," Professor Sherovcr
said, "because if you are philosophi·
cally inchned, you've probably been ex-
c1uded." .

Dr. Sherover's paradox. vehemently
rejected by his targets, well reflects ::ll"l

argument taking place among ArT'·';·
iean philosophers, sowing discord
within the ranks of the 6.000 or SiJ memo
bers of the American Philosophical As-
sociation, a group that rarely makes
headlines but is, presumably, engaged
in the task of examining the very foun-
dations 01 Western thought.

Bogged Down In Logic

Some philosophers like Professor
She rover, already organized into a
group whose members call themselves
pluralists, met in Cambridge, Mass.,
[last month and formed a new orgaruza-
Ition, The Society of Philosophers in
'America, to combat what they believe
]is the control over the field exercised
;hy what they sec as a highly technical
'subspccinluy. the Anglo·AmerKan
:analytical school.

Underlying the pluralists' activities
is the belief that philosophy, bogged
down in a 51 ress on logic, language, and
empirical data, has lost its vocation of
addressing the big questions asked by
perplexed mankind: what is being? Is
reality what our senses perceive? Does
the universe have purpose?

Instead, the pluralists maintain, phi-
losophy has come to mimic the sci-
ences. striving to attain new clarity
over what the big questions mean, wilh
the result that philosophy has departed
from the sort of informed speculation
that gave u Its appeal over the cen-
tunes.

The analysts themselves not only dis-
agree with this conclusion, but some

Charles Sherover .
/fullln C()lle~('

"You're much more
likely to find philosophi-
cally inclined people oUI-
side of philosophy. be-
cause if you are philo-
sophically inclined,
you've probably been ex-
cluded."

Ruth Barca" Marcus
Yale University
"It's not just fake history,
it isn't even history ,II she
said of the pluralists' ver-
sion of philosophy's
changes. "The tradition
up to Kant was analyti-
cal. It was one of address-
ing questions in a careful
way and giving reasons
for one's point of view,"

principles and claims to know the
dismiss the way the plur alists pose' the truth.
problem. They deny, for example, that In this sense, underlying the position
there is even such a thing these days as of Dr: She rover and his allies is their
an analytic school, and they claim that concern, rejected by their opponents,
their own work, even If sorneumcs that philosophy itself has drilled from
highly tcchmcat, marks a contmuauon the center of intellectual life to a tech-
of more than 2,000 years of rigorous nical periphery, with the result that

The dispute among philosophers is Western civilization has been impover-
not the sort of thing that heats up pub- ished.
lic emotions, although it echoes dis- "The problem arises when il comes
putes in other fields. Economics is one down to saying that a certain way of
example where higher and higher de- .
grees 01 specialization have alienated Continued on Page AlS, Column I
not only members of the public but I===============
some spcciahsts as well. Philosophy,
moreover. even if no longer followed as
avidly by nonphilosophcrs as it was in
centuries past, does provide the foun-
dation of many other disciplines, estab-
Iishing grounds lor judging ethical lIlt, J

Tin: JO\Jo:W YORK
TI~":S;~ 8YIl.lIlliM

I"rh"mt""r"ffirt
rll!"hvtry In ",,, ••I
mllojor\!,S.ritil'l.
l'II!"Il!ll!"(":'IlIthi>,t,,1l
reee numbtr, I·m)·
8.'1·2~ AU\'T.
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Continued From Page Al Some see
philosophy
framed by logic
and language;
others still pursue
the big questions

doing philosophy is the only way, and il
,ou don't do it that way you don't do it
pt all," John E, Smith, a prolessor at
.Yale and a Sherover ally, said 01 what
-he views as the analysts' domination of
'the field, '
: "Tillich," Prolessor Smith went on,'
Jelernng to Paul Tillich, the theolo-,
.gian. "said that you can put up no tres-
'Spassing signs, but that doesn't stop
people Irom trying to answer the great
,questions in any way they can." Inl '- _
charI, Prolessor Smith is saying, ilthe
yhilosophers lail to do philQiophy,
others, perhaps untrained in the major used to frame them showed them to be
had it ions, will, "People are going to nonsensical. Earlier philosophers'
-look lor answers whether Ihe analysts statements about ethics and morality,
"like it or not." , for example, were only expressions of

the philosophers' emotions or opinions;
Attempt to Restore Legitimacy they had no grounding in logic or em.

~ The pluralists' meeting in Cam- pirical fact. In other words, metaphys-
bridge last month marked a new step ics, which had been the philosophical
10 a quarrel that has been marinating motor for two mille-nia, was meaning-
10r nearly a decade, ever since they less.
loundcd their first organization, known "What the analysts said really was
:as the Committee for Pluralism in Phi- that the classical questions of philoso-
~osophy in the late 1970's. Their pur- phy were really questions about lan-'
-pose, as they explain it, was not to guage," Arthur Danto, a professor of
create a new orthodoxy, but merely to philosophy at Columbia Univcrsrt y:
J-rstorc lcgtrimacy to the several said. "The idea was that there was a
-schools 01 thought obscured by what Iron tier that you could drive back by an
they regarded as the analysts' domina- ever more refined linguistic analysis."
tion of the major academic depart- A recent issue of Harvard MagaZine
rncnts. ' gave an example of this son of thing

But, the argument pitting the plural- drawn from Willard Van Orman QUine,
Isis against the analysts goes back considered by many to be the current
'much further, at least until early this titan 01 American philosophy, The
'c("ntury when philosophy took a major question was one of the big ones in
turning, originally in Vienna. That is metaphysics - the definition of being.
~'here the school of logical positivism, Professor QUine's Anglo-American
the ancestor of the Anglo-American analyticaJ answer: "To be is to be the
analytical school took form. The new! value of a bound variable" - a dif.fjcull
[ine of thought, originated and devel- concept to explain briefly.
oped by the likes 01 RUdol~h Carnap, Disdained as Airy and Fuzzy
Bertrand Russell and LUdWIg Wittgen-
facio, and centered eventually in Eng- Professor Smilh,. Prol.essor Shernv-
tand, put a stress on logic and the rneth- er, and .others dismiss this sort of thmg
ods of SCIence, dismissing carlter phi- as a bnght bUI empty game played by

,wsophy as portenuous verbiage. the dreaded S~AG, (he Singleminded 1==============================' Analytical Group, and they promote a
•. MetaphySICS Is Attacked return to the more freewheeling, liter-I'
, This group held that the age-old ary traditions 01 Europe, where
"tnctaphysical questions were meaning- Nietzsche, Heidegger and Sartre pro-
'ess, since an analysis of the language vided a more soulful alternative to the

Russell Society News, No. 57 February 1988

analysts' bramy hut dry logic, :viany of more multifaceted than before. ThC'
the anti-analysts rcrcr to themselves pluralists complain of dry, empty nit-
as Conunenrats. They III turn arc dis. pickmg, she said, but they cannot ideo-
dained hy some of the annlyst s as ury any of the nitpicker-s by name be.
fuzzy, airy, ignorant of the empirical cause they do not exist.
data, and more attached 10feeling lhan "I'll tell you what the issue is," she
W thought. said "There are Some people whose

But here it bcCOIllC'Scomplicated, in nouon about philosophy IS that It I~
particular because' some- philosophers something that you zto, There's some.
dismiss the idea thaI there is a gr-nuine issue - knowledge, truth, the meaning
intellectual quarrel taking plac-e, or of good - and they try to answer philo-
even that pluralists' dcfiruticn of the sophical questions about it. Then there
issue is accurate. AI Yale, for example, are a whole lot of other people who
Ruth Barcan Marcus, ciled by many 01 write about other philosophers, who in,
the pluralists as a major champion of terpret their work. A lot 01 the people
the analytic school, denies that hard- who call themselves pluralists are in-
core analysts exist these days, or that terested in studying other people's
Ihe philosophical establishment has work,"
ceased asking the biA qu~sllons.. ., Professor Marcus's point is that the

"It's not just fake- history .. J( Isn't prestige departments _ such as those
even history," she said, xpr-aking of the at Berkeley, Harvard and Princeton _,
pluralists' verslOn. of philosophy's hired from the group that "docs philos-
changes. "The rrudtuon up ',0 Kant ~as ophy" leaving the resentful others <:>.n
analytical. II was 011<:>of addressing the sidelines, from where they have
questions in a careful wa~ and grving mounted a political counter attack.
reasons tor one's pomt of VICW. Indeed, one result of the dispute is

"There was also a dose connection that philosophers group themselves be-
between philosophy and sctence," she hind [heir favored candidates for office
said, dismissing a curn mun pluralists' in the American Phuosophical Assocla-
charge that the analysts, whether tbey r.on, which is holding its annual meet.
exist as ~ ~atcgory .or not. prctcn. ing in New York this week. When
tiously nurruc the sciences. "Plato's caucasing and voting is not taking
Academy bore th(' tnscnpuon: 'Th~s(' place, there is still time to discuss such
who have not studied mal~C'maflCs weighty matters as epistemology in the
shall not enter hC'H'.' I ('lhnIfZ Illve1HC'.d ageof neurosurgery and conceptions of
the calculus. Sprnoz a wrote up his causality.
Ethn-s like georm-trv. Nobody IS more The pluralists, by good organizing
analytical than OP'Ci.Hlf'S. lhev h~d have, since 1980, gotten some of their
tremendously high standards uf ctaruy candidates elected to the presidency of
and a healthy regard for good rea- the association and this has led to some
sons." complaints about sheer numerical ma-

.. ? jor it ies dominating the profession
Who Are the NIlPICkt>fS, rather than standards of scholarly ex ..

What's more, Prnlessur Marcus cellence. The pluralists, however, are
went on, (he pluralist s are heating a unrcpenrent.
straw horse, because', while logical po- "The feeling was," Professor
srvit isrn, with its stress on the' meaning Sherover said, "that analytical philoso-
01 words, may have had ItS day and still phy had taken cent 1'01 01 philosophy
exerts its claruymg influence, the ana- and the only way 10counter thai was by
lyrical approach usclf has become far a political counter-offensive."

(12) Adam Jacobs, who recently disrobed
in public-TRSN56-l7) ,is having some
fun with a Fully Certified
Guarantee. --------------------------)

It was inspired, he says, by a line
in BR's "Why I Am Not A Christian",

Wi th Rutgers School of Law
him, he is no.o.ran Attorney
and Law Clerk to a judge
Jersy.

behind
at Law,
in New
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The bearer of this certificate is i
unconditionally guaranteed the following: I
When You Die,-YOu Rot.
This certificate may be redeemed at any cemetary,
See your local funeral director for details.
\bid where prohibited by religion. Neither Jesus Christ, nor members
of his family are eligible for this offer.
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ANNUAL MEE'I'IOO(1988)

(13) Marvin Kdll, BRS President, is in charge of the Meeting, and provides the follcwing information:

The Bertrand Russell Society Annual Conference
SUNY at Fredonia, Fredonia New York, June 17-19, 1988

HAPPINESS AND THE IMPORTANT THINGS IN LIFE

A. Tentative Program

Friday,
4-6pm
5-6:30
7:30

.June 17
Registration
Dinner
Welcome and Presentation of
1988 Book Award
Panel: Defining Happiness
Tea and Coffee
Board of Directors Meeting

8-9:45
9:45
10:00

Saturday,
7:30-8:45
9:30-10:45

.June 18
Breakfast
Paper: Kenneth Blackwell, McMaster University,
"Russell's Theory of Happiness"
Tea and Coffee
General Meeting
Lunch
Paper
Tea and Coffee
Panel: Conditions of Happiness
Red Hackle Hour
Banquet
Presentation of 1988 Achievement Award
Paul Kurtz, SUNY at Buffalo, "The Meaning of Life"

10:45
11-12:15
12:30-1:45
2-3:15
3:15
3:30-5:45
5:45-6:45
7:00
8:00

Sunday,
7:30
9:30
10:30
11:30
11:45

.June 19
Breakfast
Paper
Paper
Tea and Coffee
Paper or Panel

B. Fredonia: A Geo Brief

The State University of New York College at Fredonia is
located within the village of Fredonia in the heart of northern
Chautaqua County at Exit 59 of the New York State Thruway,
halfway between Buffalo, NY and Erie, PA. This largely
residential village is distinguished by beautiful tree-lined
avenues, the warmth of its citizens, and a deeply-rooted history.
The neighboring city of Dunkirk is located on the shores of Lake
Erie.

The campus is 'about 50 mi les from the Buffalo Airport.
Rental cars are available, but there is no direct: bus service
from the airport. A van service can be arranged at a modest fee,
if there is sufficient interest and a reasonable focus of
arrivals and departures.

The area is a glorious place to vacation at this time of
year. It has a number of attractions. Lake Erie (1/2 mile away)
offers opportunities for sWimming, fishing, and boating.
Although the Nationally-known Chautauqua Institution does not
begin its full program of plays, operas, concerts, and lectures
until June 25, it will be open for visitors and there may be a
pre-season concert. The Ontario, Canada cities of Toronto and
Niagara ~alls are just a few hours away and Buffalo, the "City of
Good NeIgh~ors," boasts such fine facilites as the nationally-
known Al b r dqh t Knox Art Gallery and the Kleinhans Music Hall,
home of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra.

Please let me kIlOol if yoo have any special needs or
interests.

__ > TO MN<E A RESERVATICN FOR '!HE lINNUAL MEETIN3, USE '!HE REXiISTRATICN FORM CN '!HE LAST PJlGE <---
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'!HE NUCLEARPREDIG\MENT

(14) Anti-Nuclear, with chorus and orchestra, reviewed by WARRENSMI'1H:

Trinity Mass," by James Yannatos, a requiem mass conducted by the composer with
the Harvard-Radcliffe Orchestra [Sonory Publications, 9 Stearns St., Cambridge,
Massachusetts 02138, $10.--a 9D-minute cassette].

No, the "trinity" of the title is not a theological reference. Trinity was
J. Robert Oppenheimer's code name for the first atomic bomb test in the New Mexico
desert. The present orchestral work with libretto is a forceful, artistic plea
for the immediate international reduction of weapons.

The pacifistic work was written in 1983 by James Yannatos, of Harvard's De-
partment of Music. In 1986 it was performed first at Harvard, then at the
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City.

Fans of Bertrand Russell will be favorably impressed by the 33 sources which
Prof. Yannatos uses for the libretto of his requiem mass. These include, for ex-
ample, anti-war observations from 1990 B.C. (by the King of Heracleopolis); Bib-
lical qwtations; Aztec, Sen~ca, and Winnebago sayings; a Negro spiritual; words

of Hiroshima survivors; quotes from Churchill, Eisenhower, T. S. Eliot, Kazant-
zakis, and Roethke; a World War II Air Force bombadier; and expressions from sci-
entists working on the Atom Bomb in Los Alamos.

The non-musician will find the work a pleasant cerebral collage of atonality
and inspiringly complex musicianship. The libretto itself is a compilation well
worth the cost of the cassette.

The musician will wish he had attended the Harvard premiere or what must have
been a memorable performance in the New York City cathedral, with Jason Robards
as narrator.

First off, the Harvard-Radcliffe orchestra masterfully performs the work.
The premiere also included the following: the Harvard-Radcliffe Collegium Musicum;
the Radcliffe Choral Society; the Harvard Glee Club; the Bach Back Bay Chorale;
and the Youth Pro Musica (in New York, the Brooklyn Boys' Chorus). Narrator is
Robert J. Lurtsema, and featured singers, all top-rate, are Lucy Shelton, Milagro
Vargas, Jon Humphrey, Sanford Sylvan, and Robert Honeysucker.

The prologue, with American Indian references to the beauty of nature, is
followed by a "day of wrath" with an ironic use of Beethoven's 9th Symphony com-
bined with reflections on war and Hiroshima. Part 3, a "credo in reduxio ad
absurdum," features children singing about the cold, old men "with their fingers
on the button." Part 4, "Sanctus," combines a Negro spiritual's message about
"when the stars begin to fall" with a Winnebago saying, "Holy Mother Earth,/The
trees and all nature/Are witnesses/Of your thoughts and deeds." Part S, the epi-
logue, uses Biblical quotations along with a paraphrase of Einstein's 1931 address
to the California Institute of Technology. In every way, the music stands out
as a major selection, not just an accompaniment for a libretto.

No reference is made to Russell, but it can safely be stated that he would
have agreed with the composer-conductor's theme of pacifism. The stature of the
music he certainly would have recognized and enjoyed, also. Although the work
has been played on IYRAI and other classical radio stations, it deserves a wide
international audience. Society members might well request their local stations
to play the work, recommending that the cassette be purchased if it is not in their
library. Or members might well contribute such a cassette to their favorite
station.

Bertrand Russell Society members would do well to be present whenever and
wherever the work is next performed. Meanwhile, I can think of no similar
composition with quite so broad a scope as well as so noble a purpose.

Warren signs his review as President of Variety Recording Studio, 1IOre fully identified by this letterhead:

Variety Recording Studio
130 WEST 42ND STREET (SUITE 551)

NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10036
AM RECORDING (212) 221.6625
COMPLETE RECORDING FACILITIES· IN THE HEART OF SHOWBIZ
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Applied Philosq:>hy (Wall Street versioo) in the NewYork Times of 1/13/88, p D2:

Economic Scene] Leonard Silk

Learning Caution
The Hard Way

loNDON

ATHOUGH the London stock market remains
. "jittery and skittish," as one highly placed
. Government economist put it yesterday,
.there is a growing belief on London's Wall Street
'that the danger of another market crash Is reced-
.lng. That belief was strengthened by the ablltty of
equity markets here and around the world to with-

. stand the shock of last Friday's plunge in the New
York stock market. when the Dow industrials fell
140 points .•

"We had our fingers crossed," said Ian Harwood,
. chief economist of S. G. Warburg & Company, an
investment bank, "but. thank heavens, there was

. no rerun of Black Monday."
Why not? First, Mr. Harwood said, because this

time there was little fear that the Fed would raise
interest rates. "Before the OCtober crash," he
added, "there was deep anxiety that the Federal
Reserve would hike rates, raising the specter of reo

·-eession." This time the Bank of England, most
other European banks, the Bank of Japan and the
Fed all stepped in to support the dollar, with no
threat of higher interest rates.

• • •
Second, Mr. Harwood said, the big institutional

investors decided that stocks were no longer over-
valued as they had been before the OCtober crash.
As the Greek philosopher Heraclitus put it about
500 B.C., you never swim in the same river twice -
and it is a different market now from what It was
before OCt. 19.

Indeed, an American economist, M. Louise Cur-
ley, a consultant to SCudder, Stevens & Clark, in-
vestment advisers,turns to a different philosopher.

to explain why the markets have not repeated the
OCt. 19 crash. She finds a hint in the German philos-
opher Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), specifically in
his Categorical Imperative. In Kanl's murky tor-
mulation, the Categorical Imperative states: "Act
only accord ing to a maxi m by which you can a t the
same time will that It should become a general
law." This may be translated as: Never adopt a
principle of action that you would not be prepared
to see everyone else adopt.

The Presidential commission that invest igated
the Black Monday market collapse, headed by
Nicholas F. Brady, has stressed the role that pro-
gram trading played in causing th., market to
plunge by a record amount. But institutions have
now presumably learned that, acting in their indi-
vidual self-interest, they can be severely damaged
when other institutions act as they did.

Rational self-interest dictates that they stop
behaving in such a short-sighted way - that is, in
the mistaken belief that they can operate in isola-
tion from other Institutional investors with similar

programmed strategies for buying futures and
selling stocks at their current prices. .

The Categorical Imperative implies that differ·
ent rules of behavior must be found in their Own
and the general interest. The British may have a
better fix on those principles, because the British
Broadcasting Corporation has run a television
series on "The Great Philosophers," including
KanL 1.,s Geoffrey Warnock, principal of Hertford
College of Oxford University, expressed it on the
air, Kant sought to show that the "essential re-
quirements of morality_are really built into the
concept of rationality itself." Any rational being,
Kant declared, has to recognize those require-
ments as binding .

• • •
But Is the stock market rational? It may take

further punishment before the market players
recognize that their self-interests are bound up in
the common interest. The sharp fall in the Dow
Jones industrial average in New York on Friday,
without a sign of outside cause, may imply that the
Kantian lesson has not yet been learned. But Mon-
day suggested that the big institutions in New York
and around the world are still learning.

The experts in London feel that the markets are
learning caution the hard way.

John von Neumann and Oskar Morgenstern, in
their seminal book "The Theory of Games and
Economic Behavior,' have given Kant's lesson
modern form. They demonstrated thatlhe individ-
ual economic actor must recognize that he is in-
volved in a multi-player or multi·firm game, in
which the actions of others can make his own play'
self-destructive if he does not anticipate what
others will do. The individual player, they counsel,
needs to find a strategy that maximizes his gains
while minimizing his risks. Thelearning process
required to master "mini-max" strategy is pain.
fully proceeding in London, New York and other
financial capitals.

(16)

RATICNALI'lY

Hemlockgives drug dosage table "only for the information of member-sof the National
possible self-delverance from a future terminal illness and used in conjunction with the
book, 'Let MeDie Before I Wake'." "Keepthis document in a secure, private place".

Hemlock Society for
material fc:und in the

The table gives the generic names, trade names,lethal dose, and the toxicity of 18 drugs, as well as the
quantity needed.

There are a numberof footnotes, and advice such as this: "If yeo are considering taking your life because
yc:uare unhappy, cannot cope, or are confused, please do not use this table, tut contact a Crisis Intervention
Center or Suicide Prevention Center. Lod< in the telephone book,etc. "

~rn1:ership in the National HemlockSociety is $20 a year, $15 for Lcw-Lneomepersons over 60. PO Box66218,
Los Ange~es, ~ 90066-0218.

NEWSlEITERMATI'ERS

(17) Back Issues of Russell Society Newsare available, and for sale, at $7.50 for any year (includes USApostage.)
Nocharge for borrowing; borrower pays USApost.aqe both ways, $3.75 for any year. Foreign postage is higher in
both cases. order from the newsletter, address on Page 1, bottom.
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(18) of God", from the Christian Science Monitor, 11/4/87, or Bad Newsfor Freethinkers, with~~::::--::;:;':;u;;i~i:;;:;:.:r::--'"---

By RoblIl WIfghI
~"1!Joa.- __

THE poIItlcaI activism of cII-
veQt and diIparate reIlgIona,
u IoaasingIy lnlIuentII1flC-
We woridwIde~ IItaJdngstIape
••• broad and enduring pile-

/lOmetlIlIllDthe Late ?J:lthcentur)'.
The emergence of rdIiIon InpoIitka

Is a colnddenta1 trend, and far from
ro~ Among various movements-
such •• ~ !lIIam,IlberatJoathe-
ology, I'Undamenta1l8t Judaism, and
Sikh activism - there are more dUl'er-
ences than sImllaritlell In lIaah poInt.a,
La<tica,and soaJa.

Yetthe treod Is evolving In lIlmlIar.
ways and over aome8lmlIarIssuesthat .
su)#8t oommoa themes with Ioog-
term OlllllIeqUenOel,acrordIng to •
en tS8 ~ of aocio1ogists,poIIllcal
allalyaU, regional spedaIista, clergy.
men, and psychologlsta IntBvlewed.
Among the similarities:

• May of the movements, which
generally grew up around InteJlectuaJa,
t1u\01otlIane.01' activist cella 011 the
fnnge of poIitlca,are /lOWmovingInto
the mainstream, even though they re-
main In the minority.

"By the 1980s, It had begun to look
lIS though a revival of religion, one
with important irnplieatioll8for politi-
cal lite, was W\der way everywhere,"
said Harvard Divinity School theolo-
gian Harvey Cox in his book "Re1igIOII
in the Secular City."

"1bday," he added in an interview,
"it's a tldaI movement, and It', not
gOlllgto go away."

Even in the United States, religion
has penetrated into mainstream poh-
ti". TIle evangelical vote is now part
of lJresidenlialcampaign lingo.And for
the Iinlt time, both parties have clergy-
men - Republican PIlt Bobertson and
lJemocrat J_ Jackson - who are ma-
jor contenders for the presidency.

In Egypt, the Muslim Brotherhood
lx,carne the largest legal opposition
party In last April's legislative elec-
t" 'lIS. In BruiJ, 34 evangelicaJ ron-
gressmen are campaigning to prevent
the new constitution from Ii5ting Bo-
man CathaIlcism as the state religion.

• Many movements, initially promi-
iu-nt malnly because of their oppoei-
uon IIdlvit:ies, are g&lnInggreater Ie-
~ by d1v~ roIelI and

. IMtltutJonaIIzIngtheir IllOYementa,fIf·
ten In conatrudlve w~

WIth US fUndIng, • AlIIahehurch
group laplanning a j 10 mIDIon agrloJJ-
turaI project to help private fanna
update ma.chInery and finance water.
and -age prqject.aInvtUa8es.1Ilamlc
groups In ~ now provIck aodaI
IlerV\oee,such 88 g90d-quallty educa-
tion, at little or /lO00lltIn famlliell. .

Catholic "base rommunltlee" In·
Nicaragua provide self-help economic
projeda • Well as Bible I!tudy,while
USevangeIlcalahave report.edIyestab- .

.1Iahed 19 IChooIs aerVing 13,000 dIU-
cIren In E1Sa1vador.

. M rellg10ua IJ"OUps further en· .
treI1dI their roles In the poIitlcal and
aodaI system, aeveral are In the proc-
eM of enaurIng they wIDbe long-term
players. SpedalIata !nterv1ewedalmoet
una.nlmoua1yagreed that reIlgIon will
be an Increasingly Important force In
politics well Into the next century.

• ReUglouamovements are increas-
Ingly bold In challenging both left· and
right-wing regimes as well 88democra-
des. In TIbet, Buddh.lst monka led pro-
testa In September aga/I\8t Chlneee
rommunist rule. n.e protests diSinte-
grated Into the province's worst rioting
since a 1969 nationalist uprising.

In the Philippines and Halti, the
Catholic clergy played major roles In
the February 1986 overthrows of two
notorious right-wing dictatol'll- Under
the latest Central American peace
plan, the Salvadorean govenunent's
talks with rebels are held under church
auspices. In NIcaragua, MlgueICardI-
nal Obando y Bravo heads the National
Reconciliation CommissIon that will
oversee compliance with the pian.

Both superpowers have been rowed
by lalamic ~ahid<Jen (holy warriors)
who are ready to die to rid their 1ands
of outAldein1Iuence. TIle USwithdrew
lIBMarines and special envoys In 1984
under pressure from Lebanese Shia.
For eight years, Soviet troops have
been bogged down In Mghanistan In •
seemingly unwinnable war agalnat
predominantly Sunni zealots.

The result la that religious COIllJlO'
nenta, which do not neatly tit either
rightist or leftist labels, have added a
voIatlle new dlmensIon to the modem
poIItk:aIapectlum. -
• • ThoIlP ~ US and Soviet VDIoa
both I;IavepoIltkbed re1JgIous~

. menta, tile trend II most vibrut IIItile
developing Wllrid - the more tNn 100
nations I'lltl8!!llI ~ thriving new!)'
Induatr1aIIzei:statee to Impoverlahed

.oountrlel, 1QOlIt'of which have beeft
Independmt ~ a1nceWorld War n.
. As eI8ewbere, religious aetlvlsm In
the third world haa been played out In
dUl'erent ways and 01\ dlvcrae liiaues.
But &IIlOIlg~ or underdevelclped
nations, It aI80 aervee a sirnUarneed to
eetabllsh an Independent Idenlity, •
factor that will be eumIned further In
thla 1IeI1ee,ActIvism Is now even ~

r-apread IIIun1IkeI)'places, and It .·of·
ten not IlmIted to a single faith. .

In AsI8, Slngaporeari po1ltlal has reo:
centIy been stirred by leftist CatholIc,
fundamentalist, Protestant, and Ia-
1amIcgroups. Buddh.lst monica In SrI
Lanka have been at the forefront of
deltY.lrlStratloa IlInoeJuly to protest •
peace treaty orchestrated by india.
Indonesla Is reportedly now exprelll-
Ing concern about • political overaplll
from Malaysia', lalamIc resurgence.

In Africa, Angola's Marxlat regime
Is being chaI1enged by a fledgling

Christian revival. ·in historically
Catholic Latin America, evangelical
Protestant groups, whose me88\l8eand
motive are staunchly antirommunJat,
now claim 20 percent of Honduras's
population and a wide follOWing
among Nicaragua's contra rebela.

• Though each movement Is atiII
most active In locaJ Issues, many are
also chal1englngthe era's dominant po-
lltical and economic themes, Including
the current emphasis on a bipolar
world carved up between superpow-
ers, and on modemJzation - combining
secularism and science - as the moat
etrective channels to human progress.

INDEED,the ronfuct between II\()-
demlty and morality Is a particu-

_ Iarly prevalent commondenomina-
tor, analysts 88Y. "Modem scholar-

ship tends to see zealotry 88 a retro-
gression Into primitivism," said Dr.
Ashis Nandy, a social theorist at New
DeW's Center for the Study of Devel-
oping Socletiell."On close look It turns
out to be • byproduct of modemlty_"

TbIt Joee not _ that the deYwt

~~~:=I
If&nIh • cha1IerlIeIn the Itat:ua quo
8IId to the CUlTet1tera', prIor1tIea.

tlieu:rder~ m~ ;~:;:
'world itsns trom 1la Ioee of faith. 'nier
ClOIIIpIalnthat 1llCU1arIty,fed by In\nd.
lea 1adaeti'7. and taateleea ~
~, baa made our IIvee biv.
IaI &lldv~ and our world • wU-
~'of hollow IIIeII,laddng ~
of lranlIol!vJence," Mr. Cox explained.

In the US, for enmpIe, the revtvtl
~ &glINt the bacIaIrop of the
.'6Oe CIliuntera.IItu, • period IIIal'bd
bJ iItudeIlt rebe1lIonI, Incre8aed dnI&
II8e, -nng d1VOC't1erates, and cam-
peJgna to legalize abortion. The _
of national might and right was aI80
ahatun!d by the Vietnam war_"In this
dImate of perceived moral co1lapae,•
new poUttclzedfundsmenUllsm 8I'OIW
to meet the natlonaI challenge," said
WadeClark Roof, • University of Mas-
aachuaetta aoc!ologiat, In his book
"Prophetlc Rellglonaand IWtlca."

In the third world, modemlz\ng hu
&laoberome aynonymoua with West.
emJz1ng,or bnltatlon that Ignores or
chaUenges ancient CIiItures. Thchno-
!oglcal or adentl1lc advancement be-
came subtly Interwoven with accept.
anee of foreign codes or conduct and
morality, both with • aecular veneer.

In Iran, the Shah 11'88toppled In
part becauae of his attempts to mold
Perala, one of the oldest c1vtUzat1ona,
Into a third-world version of. Western
1nduatrIa1l2ednation, from the way
people dressed to the type ot develop-
ment planned. Ayatollah Khomelnl re-
ferred to It 88 "Westoxlcatlon."

Asked In 1986 bJ TIme magazine
what the US did best, Zambian Pres!-

~dent Kenneth Kaunda said; "Youhave
developed your science and technolOll)'
In an lIdmJrab\eway, but 1am not aure
that you use these wonderful achieve-
menta In this ... IIe1dIn the 1nt.ereRof
man, • God wanta us to do."

Brown University aociologiat Paaet
Henry commented: "Re1lglon rontrlb-
utes a powertul antidote to the Il888U1t
of Westernization and modernlzaUon
on peripheral lIOcIetIee."

ReIJg\on', emergence 88 a powerful
polItical fOm! has thua generally
grown out of aocIaIand poIit1caIuneer-
taInty when governments or lIOcIetlee
have fal1ed to provide acceptable or
workable aoIutiona. In aeveraI areas
"here re1lgIonIs a growing force, the
political clInIat.eIs ripe for transition.

DURINGthe transition, reIlgIon
can play three roIea. FIrst, the
continuum of varioua faitha,
which have survived centuries

and outlived hundreds of polltlca1dy_
nasties, provides Ideate by which to
detennlne goa1a.Second, reIigiona of-
fer alternatlvee, either for action or for
ayatema of government.

ThIrd, re\lgIoncan otrer ph;yalcalor
psychologlcaf sanctuary, particularly
where legItlmateopposition is banned.
In one-party states or dictatorships,
the ehurc!l, mosque, temple, and ayna_
gogueotten becomethe last refuge for
those aeeklng • better secular life.

All maJor monothelatJc religiollll
preach equality and ,/u8tlre, making
them natura1 a1lles In opposing tyro
anny. They also U8Uallyhave the re-
aouroea, fadlitlee, and Infrastructure
with which to organize. Religlona,
untainted by failure In the modem era,
have thus supplied a context through
which to pursue and, in some cases,
fight for altemanve ways of life.

In tracing the trend, another strik-
ing feature is the similarity in the evo-
luUon and timing. In most cases, the
seeda for religion's larger role In poli-
ties were sown In the 196Oa.

In the 19708, the movements picked
up steam, but began to fragment over
tactles and goals. Comparatively mod-
erate fundamentalis13began to be sup-
planted by extremists, or religious &C-

tivistsjoined forces with revolutionary
movements, Both were evident In an
explosion of militancy, particularly in
the third world, at the decade's end.

WhIle politicized religlona remain
minority movements In all regiona,
their numbers often belle their bnpact.
I'br, In the 1980s, they have become
among the IllOlltenergetic and dynamic
players In world polities.

Robin ~ is a Ie1IIor associ-
aU! at l1uI CornegiA EnOOwmenl
for Int8mational Peace.
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(19) Laird Wilcox -- Whoin 1987 pobl.ished "Guide to the AmericanLeft" and "Guide to the AmericanbRight", $24.95
each, postpai d -- provides this backgrcurrl on himself:

11ie Wi£cox CctreaWn
of Contemporary Political Movements

Laird Wilcox, editor of the directories and bibliographies listed
abon, 18 tounder of the IIILCOX COLLECTION ON CONTEKPORARY POLITICM.
MOVEHEHTS in lenneth Spencer Research Library at the University of
lansas. The IIILCOX COLLECTION, established in 1965, occupies over
1,500 teet of shelf space and contains some 5,400 books and pamphlets,
_,100 serial titles, 500 audio tapes and files on over 7,500 organiza-
tions on the American Left and the American Right. Included are ad-
vertise~nts, broadsheets, posters, flyers, correspondence and cata-
logs. The collection is housed in temperature and humidity controlled
conditions and is regularly used by scholars and resear~hers. Laird
Wilcox is active in civil liberties causes, edits CIVIL LIBERTIES RE-
VIEW, and is a frequent speaker and guest lecturer.

Weadmire his Newsletter #9. Here it is:

What is Political Extremism?
By Laird Wilcox

Ertremi.sn De!ined!
Cbntent versus Style!

Problem; of Objectivity!
IIman Fal.li.bility!

Traits of Ertremists!
'I\>e Conrcn '!hread!

Roger Scruton, in the Dictionary Of lUlitical Thought (Hill & Wang,NewYork, 1982)
defines "extreni.sm"as:

"A vague term, which can wean:

L Taking a political idea to its limits, regardless of 'unfortunate' reper-
cussions, i.nt>racticalities, argurrents and feelings to the contrary, and
with the intention not only to confront, but also to eliminate opposition.

2. Intolerance towards all views other than one' 5 0NIi.

3. Adoptionof means to political ends which shaw disregard for the life,
liberty, and hurran rights of others."

This is a very fair definition and it reflects myexperience that "extremism" is essentially morean issue of
style than of cxntent. In the twenty-five years that I have been investigating pol i t i.ca l groups of the left and right,
I have found that rrany people can hold very radical or unorthodox political views and still present thEITI in a reason-
able, rational and non-dogrratic manner , On the other hand, I have met peop'le vnose style was shr i l l , unccrnpranising
and distinctly authoritarian although their views were relatively conventIonal , or at least within the political rrain-
stream. The latter demonstrated a starkly extremist rrentality while the fonner demonstrated only ideological unortho-
doxy, which is hardly to be feared in a free-society such as our own.

I dont rrean to .iJT;>ly that content is entirely irrelevant. People whotend to adopt the ext.remist style most;
often charroi.on causes and adopt ideologies that are essentially "fringe" posi t ions on the political spectrum. Advocacy
of "f r inqe" positions, ~ver, gives our society the variety and vitality it needs to function as an open derrocracy,
to di scuss and debate all aspects of an issue and to deal with problems we mayotherwise have a tendency to ignore. I
think this is the proper role of radical rrovements, left and right. The extremist style is another issue altogether,
hc::w::ver,in that it seriously harrpers our understanding of important issues, it muddies the waters of discourse with
invective, fanaticism and hatred, and it iJrpairs our ability to lTake intelligent, 'Nell-informed choices based on a
carprehensive survey of all the facts and all points of view. .

Another, perhaps rtore popul.ar, definition of "extremism· is that it represents points of view we strongly dis-
agree with, advocated by scrreooewe disl.ike intensely, w[K:)se interests are contrary to our awn!! In pornt of fact,
political ideologues often att~t definitions of extremism which specifically condemnthe views of their opponents
and critics while leaving theil CJfln relatively untouched, or which are otherwise biased tChTcrrdcertain vi.ewsbut not
others. To be fair, a definition must be equally applicable across the entire political spect.run.

The terms "extremist" and "extremism" are often used irresp:msibly as epithets, "devilwords" to curse or condemn
opponents and critics with! I find, bccever , that the extremist style is not the rronopoly of any sector of the
polit.ical spectrum. It is just as ccmronon the "left" as it is on the "right," and saretimes it sbovs up in the
political "center" as wal.L, Other belief systems, such as religions, often adopt an extremist style, too.

~TS OF -EX'l'REXIS'IS-:

!.
I

In analyzing the rhetoric and literature of several hundred "fringe" and militant "special interest" groups I
have identified several specific traits that tend to represent the extremist style. I 'oOUldcaution you with the
adrronit.j.on, hoNever, that weare all fallible and anyone, without bad intentions, ma.yresort to sore of these devices
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fran time to time. But with bonafide extremists these lapses are not occasional and the fo11o.;ing traits are an
habitual and established part of their repertoire. The late Robert Kennedy, in '!he Pursuit Of Justice (1964), said:
"What is objectionable what is dangerous about extremists is not that they are extrane, but that they are mtol erant ,
The evil is not what they say about their cause, but what they say about their opponents."

1. Character Assassinatioo. Extremists often attack the character of an opponent or critic rather than deal with
the facts and issues he raises or debate the points of his argurrents. They will question hIS rroti.ves, qual if icat ions ,
past associations, values, personality, mental health and so on as a diversion fran the issues under consideratlon.

2. Narrecall..ing and labeling. ExtremistS. are quick to resor~ to ep~thets (racist, subversive, pervert, haterooqer ,
nut, crackpot, degenerate, Un-Arrerican, Antl-5emi.te, Red, Camue, NaZl, Kook, et.cc ) to ~abel and condemnan opponent
in order to divert attention fran his arqorrent s and to discourage others frem hearing him out.

3. Irrespcnsible """"'Ping generalizations. Extremists tend to rrake sweeping claims or judganents on little or no
evidence, and they have a tendency to confuse similarity with serreness . That is, they assurre that because two (0:

rrore ) things are alike in sare respects they must be alike in all respects! Analogy 1S a treacherous form of Ioqic
and its potential for distortion and false conclusions even when the pranises are basically correct is enonrous.

4. Inadequate proof for assertions. Extremists tend to be very fuzzy on what conat i t.ites proof for their. assertions.
They also tend to get caught up in logical fallacies, such as post hoc ergo propter hoc tassumirq that a pr ror event
explains a subsequent occurance siIrply because of their "before" and "after" relationship). They tend to project
"wished for" conclusions and to exaggerate the significo.nce of infomation which confinns their prejudices and to
dorcqato or ignore .i.nf'ortnat ion wh.ich cont rndi ct s them,

;. Advocacy of double standards. Extremists tend to judge themselves in terms of their intentions, which the} t'_':1U

to view generously, and others by their acts, which they tend to view very critically. They would like you to accept
their assertions on faith but they demandproof for yours. They also tend to engage in "special pleading" on behalf
of their group, because of sore special status, past association or present disadvantage.

6. Extremists tend to view their opponents and critics as essent.ially evil. Their enemies hold opposing views be-
cause they are bad people; i.nnxJral, dishonest, unscrupulous, rrean-spirited, bigoted, cruel, etc., and not rrerely be-
cause they maysi..rrplydisagree, see the mattor differently, have canpeting interests or are perhaps even mistaken!

7. Extremists tend to have a Manicheanworldview. That is, they tend to see the ~rld in terms of absolutes of
good and evil, for them or against them, with no middle ground or intermediate positions. All issues are ultimately
rroral issues of right and wrong or despera te issues of surv ival , Ever-yevent and deveIopment; is seen as potential 1y
pi vota l in the clash of forces. Their s Ioqan tends to be "he who is not with m=is against rre!"

8. F.xtremists vet-y often advocate srne degree of censcrahip and repressioo of their opponents and critics. This rray
range fran an active carrpaign to keep them frem rred.ia access and a public hearing, as in the case of blacklisting,
banning or "quarent ininq" dissident spokesrren, or actually Lobbyinq for repressive leq.i.sl.at ion against speaking, teach-
ing or instructing the "forbidden" Lnformat i.on, TI1eyIT\3.yattempt to keep certain books out of stores or off of 1ibrary
shelves or card catalogs, discourage advertising with threats of repr i sa l s , keep spokesmen for offending views off the

Ext ror.i s t.s 'lvc.d ?('Ofer'tha~ ;OU'l;s~:n onl}' to thci;C~i~~ ~~O~i~''';'~(di;';'u;;9;'~bj';'~~ve ~;~i-';';~~:
9. Extremis t s tend to identify t..hE!nselvesin terms of \WhotlEir enanies are, who they hate and who hates than!
Accordingly, they often becare errotionally bound to their enenies , whoare often CO'!'p?tingext remist s on the opposite
oole of the ideol cqica l spectrum or perhaps dissidents fran th-u r 0N'I1 camp. They tend to emu.Lato their enemies in
Certain respects, adopting the scrre style and tactics to a certain degree. Even "anti-extrem.ist" groups often exhibit
the ext.remi s t style in this regard, especially with respect to censorship and repression of dissent.

10. Extremists are given to argurcnt by intimidatioo. That is, they Irane the ir arqcrents in such a way as to intim-
idate others into accepting their premises and conclusions. To dasaqr-eo with them, they i..rrply, is to ally oneself with
the devil or give aid and canfort to the "bad guys." This ploy allows them to der ine the p.::1r:uretersof debate, C:Jt
off troublesare or- enb3..rrassing lines of arqerent , and keep their opponents on the defensive.

11. Wide use of slogans, buzzwords and thought-stopping cliches. For rrany extremists simple slogans subst i tute for
rrore canplex abstractions in spite of a high level of intelligence and sophistication. Shortcuts in thinking and
reasoning rratters out seem to be necessary in order to appease their prejudices and to avoid troublesarc facts and
embarrassing counter-argurrents. Buzzwords and cliches are carm:mplace in the extremist reportoire.

12. Dxmsday thin1fin;. Extremists often predict dire or catastrophic consequences fran a situation or fran failure
to follow a specif ac course, and they exhibi t a kind of "crisis-mindedness." It can be a Ccmnunist takeover, a Nazi
rev iva l , nuclear war, currency collapse, v..orldwide famine, drought, earthquakes, f Loods or the wrat.h of God. Wh.3t0ver
it is, it's just around the corner unless \..e Eol Lcwtheir proqram and listen to their spec ial insights!

13. Extremists often claim sore kind of nnral or other superiority over others. Most obvious are claims of general
racial superiority -- a master race, for example , Less obvious are cla irns of ennoblccront because of aI tegcd '•.ictim-
hcxxJ, a special relationship with God, rrzmber-ship in a spcc ia I "elite" or rcvolut Ionar y vanquard, They also take
gP3at offense whenone is "insensiti ....e" enough to dispute these claims or cha.lLonqo thc.i r authority.

14. Extremists tend to believe that it's CI<to'do bad things in the serv ioe of a "good" cause. They rr.'y deliberately
lie, distort, misquote, slander or l LbeL their opponents and critics, or advocat e censorship or repression in "special
cases" involving their encnies , This is done with no remorse as long as it I 5 useful in defeat i.ng the Ccmues or the
fascists (or whoeverI! Defeating an "enenv'' beccres an all enc:xl"fllaSsi..nggoal to whidl other val oes are subordinate.
With extremists, the ends often justify the rreaJlS.

15. Extremists tend to place great value en arotional responses. 'ilK'} have a reverence for pr'opaqanda, WhIChthey
rrey call education or consciousness-raising. Consequently, they tend to drape themselves and their cause in a flag of
patriotism, a banner of righteousness or a shroud of victimhood! Their crusades against "enemies" IT\3.yinvoke i.m3ges
of the swastika, the ha.rmerand sickle or scrrc other symbol, as the case may be. In each instance the symbol repre-
sents an extral"ely odious concept in tenns of their ideological premises. This ploy atterrpts to invoke an uncritical
gut-level syrt'{)athyand acceptance of their posi t ion which disrourages thoughtful examination of their premises and the
conc l.usions lNhichthey claim necessarily derive fran them.

16. scee extremists, particularly those involved in "cults" or religious rroverrents, including but hardly limited to,
fundamentalist evangelical Christians, militant Zionist J€\tJs, rranbers of the ncrrer-ous "f1€'o¥ age" groups and the follow-
ers of certain "gurus," claiJll sore kind of supernatural, mystical or divinely-inspired ratiooale for their beliefs
and actions. Their willingness to force their will upon others, censor and silence opponents and critics, and in sore
cases to actively persecute certain individuals or groups, is ordained by Gcd! This is surprisingly effective because
many people, whenconfronted by this claim, are reluctant to Challange it because it represents "religious belief" or
because of the sacred CON status certain religions have for sane people.

Extremist traits tend to have three things in caT1'IOf1:

1. They represent sate atterrpt to distort reality for themselves and others.
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2. 'I1leytry to <Ii.scour"'9"critical examination of their beliefs, either by
false Ioqi.c, rbetor ical. t.rLckery or sore kind of intimidation.

3. ~hey represen~ an att~t t'? act out private, personal. grudges or ratiooal-
aze the purswt of special lJlterests in the nameof the public ••••lfare.

CJ\Im~!

Rerrember, hurTUll,beings an~ i.nl>erf:ct and fallible. Even a rational, honest, ~ll-intentioned person rray resort
to sane of these t.rat ts fran tllllE!to t irre, ENeryonehas strong feelings abcut sere issues and anyone can get . ted
and "blaN'off". once in awhile. M::>stof us still retain ?Ur basic C'Cll1TDn sense, respect for facts and good Wil~x~~rd
others. '":'" d1fference bet,:"",,nllOSt ,?f us and the bonaflde extranist is that these traits are, once again, an habitual
and established part of their reparto~. Extrenu.sts beheve they're dcing the right thing when they exhibit the
extr€m.lst style In the servrce of theIr cause!

The truth of a proposition cannot be inferred rrerely fran the manner in which argurrents in its behalf are pre-
sent~, ~ran the fact that ItS. adve~sarles censor, and harass tbe i.r opp:ments, or because they camrit any other act or
canb,natlOn of acts suggested rn thts essay: UltllMtely, the truth of any proposition rests on the evidence for it.
To 1.mpeacha proposi t ion merely because It IS advocated by obvious "extremists" is to dismiss it ad h:minem that is
because of whopr?poses it. ~ fact is that "extr~s~s" are sanetiJres correct -- saretUres very correct :- becau~
they often deal '11th the hot 1SSueS, the.controvers1al rssues rranypeople choose to avoid, So, before you perfunct-
orl~Y wrl~e sorebody of as an "extranlst and close your eyes and ears to his rressage, take a look at his evidence.
It Just miqht be that he's on to sarething!

'!be WILaJX REPORl' ~ is published irregularly by Laird Wilcox, PO Box 2047, Olathe, I<S 66061-
Subscriptions are $15.00 for ten issues.

(20) Turing. IDBDAVISreports:

In NovemberI was in NewYork for a few days and one of the things I did was attend, with a friend, the new
English play, "Breaking the Code" starring Derek Jacobi (of "I, Claudius" fane). I thouqht; a little review
for the RSN was in order. BRis mentioned once in the play, althoogh that is not the reason for this
review.

The play is based on a J:x:x:Jkthat cane alt a few years ago, called "Alan Turing and the EnigmaMachine". It
combined a lot of discussion of mathematics, Fhilosophy, and comprters. Turing is considered to be the
inventor of COIIp.lters. He is also the manwhobroke the GermanEnigmacode in VM.l.l, and therefore one of
the most important individuals involved in Britain's survival and Germany's defeat. He was also a
hoeosexual, at a particularly- harsh tire to be one. WOrseprobably is that his sexual activity crossed class
lines, which in Britain was, and still is, a ser icus breach of the social code. Hadhe stayed in cambridge,
he probably wculdhave been all right, l:ut he movedto the University of Manchester. In Manchester he was
tried for his behavior, and p.1t on a drug rehabilitation program (one result of which was that he grew
breasts). Finally, in 1954, he committed suicide by eating an apple dipped in cyanide. (His favorite novi e
had been "SnowWhite". )

The play explains this story, It relds his personal story with ideas of math and phi Losophy and the
invention of the comprcer, '!he main reason I rention it for Russellites is the unusual play of ideas in the
script and, most importantly, the fact that ideas and thinking are good and interesting in themselves. one
reason it succeeds is that it is a very good script, written by someonewhomal<esideas and the love of
ideas core to life in everyday words. Even in a Broadwaytheatre, this intellectualizing, for want of a
better description, held the crowd and got an enthusiastic response. (I must admit there were three
gentleren behind us who were gralsing aba.1t 00 entertairunent in the play, and left at Lnt.ermisai.on,
presumably in search of a little,T ~ A elsewhere.)

The other reason this play held the crowdwas the pG'{erful acting of .Jacobi. He really seemed to be into
this role and becameAlan Turing. He so seemed to be in love with ideas that the audience went along with
him and seemedto fall in love with ideas too.

Afterwards we went backstage and ret Jaoobi, which was a real treat. Since Wittgenstein was rentioned
repeatedly in the play, I told Jacobi naughty stories aba.lt him as gotten from the notorioos biograFhY by
W. W. Bartly III. Jacobi seemedto enjoy them imrrensely, telling me that I had "inforred the performance
for tOllOrrow".

So if Yal're in NewYork, I recomrrendthis play; after all, I helped "to inform it".

NEWSAEaJTMEMBERS

(21) HughMcVeighhas been laboring mightily to mal<ehis free-thooght qroup, '!he Free Inquirers, prosper. If you
live anywherenear him, and want to find out; nore , get in tooch with Hughat 122 Spring Street, Albany, NY
12203.
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BCX:x< REVIEW

(22) Ahatchet-job on A. J. Ayer. Ayer's "Wittgenstein", reviewed by Arthur C. Danto, whoteaches phiIosophy at
ColumbiaUniversity. Fromthe WashingtonPost's BookWorld, 8/18/85, p.T, with thanks to DCNJACKANICZ.

A. J. Ayer earned an early notoriety thralgh a polemical and abrasive essay in analytical philosq:hy, his
"Language, Truth and Logic" of 1936. 'Ihooghhe later pat roni zed this as very nuch a yoongman's book, Ayer
remains, half a century later, largely committedto its once incendiary thesis: that metaphysics is is
nonsense; that prepositions are meaningful only if verifiable throogh sense experience; that, thoogh
nonsense by this severe criterion, moral prepositions have a kind of "emotive meaning"in that they express
the feelings of those whoutter them; and that philosophy has no task beyondelucidating the language and
concepts of the natural sciences. His writings have brcuqht, him onsiderable respect in the form of
inportant professorships at Londonand Oxford, as well as a knighthood. Andthey are throoghoot marked,
as is this book, by an unfailing acuity and lucidity, an engaging urbanity and a wry wit, but also, it is
perhaps not too harsh to add, an unmistakable philistinism. Sir Alfred is numbto any writing he finds
exotic, mystical, religioos, or -- well metaphysical. This means, in thElpresent book especially, that a
certain class of utterances distinctive of its subject is ruled out, by him as oracular nonsense.

The subject of this book, LudwigWittgenstein, is by commonrecognition ore of the great philosophical
thinkers of this century and perhaps of any century. Ayer, hcwever, restraired his enthusiasm for
Wittgenstein -"My admiration for him falls short of idolatry" -- places him nevertheless "second only to
Bertrand Russell amongthe philosqi'lers of the Twentieth Century." are Walldbe hard pressed to identify
more than two or three others as belonging to this restricted set --Heidegger certainly, Sartre probably,
Deweypossibly -- for philosophical genius remains rare even in a period j.n whichphilosqi'lical competence
can seldom have been higher or attained by so many. The literature on Wittgenstein, whether direct as
commentary, or indirect, as must be virtually everything written in English by philosophers since his work
became known, is simply immense. And Ayer is as considerable a philosq:her as any who have appli.ed
themselves to describing what Wittgenstein achieved as a thinker. Yet he is less qualified than many, in
part throogh temperament, but also in part because he holds strong views on a gcad manyof the issues to
whichWittgenstein addressed himself, and whichhe feels constraired to defend against him.

"Language, Truth and Logic" derived from certain views taken up fromWittgenstein by the Logical Positive
school of philosophy to which Ayer belonged. Anda central tenet of Ayer's theory of kocwledge, the
existence of private languages, was singled oot for attack in a celebrated section of Wittgenstein's
"Philosophical Investigations". This bookhas, in consequenceof its author's relationship with his
sucject , an air of setting the record straight, of taking Wittgenstein 's thalghts up one by one, testing
themagainst Ayer's cwnphilosqi'lical views, to see, on balance, hew manysurvive and hew manyare simply
wrong. In a way, it reads like a tutor's extended remarks on the papers of an immensely gifted but
lamentably erratic pupiL. The scul, of Wittgenstein is screened oot by this format.

Wittgenstein's writings fall into two main periods, with the central texts of each devoted to aspects of
the philosophy of language. The "Tractatus-Logico-Philosophicus" of 1922 ought to shewhew language lIUStbe
if it is to represent the world, and hew the world must be if language is to represent it, as well as the
limits of the sayable. The "Philosoph.ical Investigations", pabl.ished posthumouslyin 1953, rejects the
picture of language as representational completely, contending that languages go with certain forms of
life, and that meaningis a matter of use, of what those whobelong to a form of life do with the sentences
they understand. But each of the books also expresses certain pcwerful, ore might say mystical, intuitions,
aboot the deepest concerns of the self. The two main works are written in radically different styles: the
"Tractatus" sets dcwnseven theses, together with remarks and observations of varying degrees of inportance,
and each is given a kind of numerical value. The "Investigations" is composedof a sequence of brief
dialogs between the narrator and an intimately addressed objector. There is scarcely a line in either book
which is not dense with philosophical excitement, poetry, urgency and passion. Andthe thooghts expressed
are at times so unusual, so pcwerful and urexpected as to leave the reader stunned. To be sure, the writing
is often coscure, and often wrongwnenit is clear, but no study of Wittgenstein for a gereral audience can
be adequate that does not convey an intense philosophical personality thinking at the limits of thooght
about those limits. Totting up scores and misses is not the way to do this.

Readers will enjoy the deft and amusingbiographical sketch with which Ayer's book opens. Theywill profit
from the concluding essay on Wittgenstein' s influence, which is charmingly parochial, like a piece of
family history, since Ayer writes from personal experience aboot those, himself included, whoactually knew
this fierce and original man. Ore can rever ser ioaal.y disrecommenda book by A. J. Ayer, but this ore will
be of primary interest to those whoare interested in him, and are anxioos to knewwhat his views on
specific theses of Wittgenstein are. But this meansthat readers not conversant with the recent history of
theories of meaning, truth and knewledge, will find the discussion distant and abstract. If one wants to
kocwabalt Wittgenstein, then better simply to read him. are will get quickly lost, but in compensation,
one will be movedand exalted. Perhaps the time to take this book up is whenone is lost; but he pays a
price for p.1ttlng oneself in Professor Ayer's hands, and the sense of having fcund ore's waymaybe an
illusion. 'He himself is not always right, but sorting oot the right, fromwrongbelongs to the further
literature of the subject.
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NEW~RS

(23) Wewelcome these new members:

MR. RICARDO ALCANTAR/87/1179 PARK AV./SAN JOSE/CA/95126//
MR. ARTHUR S. CHESLOCK/88/2510 SMITH AV./BALTIMORE/MD/21209//
PROF. TAD S. CLEMENTS/87/47 HOLLY BROOK ROAD/BROCKPORT/NY/14420//
MR. NORLYN ROSS DIMMITT/88/11018 SAVOY ROAD/RICHMOND/VA/23235//
MR. GARY HATFIELD/88/PO 1342 CST/ST. PAUL/MN/55105//
MR. TOMKIPP/88/122 NORTH ROAD/HOPKINTON/RI/02833//
MR. DAVID KLAPHOLZ/87/2119 SUMMIT ST. #4/COLUMBUS/OH/43201//
MR. CORNEL LENGYEL/88/7700 WENTWORTH SPRINGS ROAD/GEORGETOWN/CA/95634//
MR. DAN MCDONALD/88/PO BOX 566/LAURINBURG/NC/28352//
DR. M. JOHN 0'BRIEN/88/78832 MAIN FALLS CIRCLE/BALTIMORE/MD/21228//
MS. HELEN PAGE/87/19755 HENRY ROAD/FAIRVIEW PARK/OH/44126//
MR. BENITO REY/87/81C HAYWARD AV./ST. JOHN'S, NFLD.///CANADA/A1C 3W8
MR. CHARLES A. SLOAN/88/PO BOX 10452/PHOENIX/AZ/85064//
PROF. JOHN P. M. SOMERVILLE/87/1426 MERRITT DRIVE/EL CAJON/CA/92020//
MR. FERNANDO VARGAS/78/130 W •• 42ND ST. (551)/NY/NY/10036//
~. EDWARD B. WEISMAN/87/PO BOX 437/KNOXVILLE/IA/50138//
~: CHARLES F. YANEY/87/337 W. OREGON/PHOENIX/AZ/85013//

NEW AOORESSES

MR. J. M. ALTIERI/78/PO BOX 1781/0LD SAN JUAN/PR/00903//
MS. CHERYL BASCOM/84/3740 MULTIVIEW DRIVE/LOS ANGELES/CA/90068 1226//
MS. BEVERLEY EARLES/86/65 CALCUTTA ST.,KHANDALLAH/WELLINGTON///NEW ZEALAND/
MS. TERRY HILDEBRAND/83/1454 PELE LN., APT 20/HONOLULU/HI/96813//
DR. CHARLES W. HILL/76/15 MAGNOLIA GARDENS DRIVE/COVINGTON/LA/70433//
MR. KENNETH KORBIN/77/300 JAY ST. (711)/BROOKLYN/NY/11201//
DR. H. WALTER LESSING/80/50 F,CORNWALL GARDENS/LONDON///ENGLAND/SW7 4BG
MR. MARTIN LIPIN/74/9535 RESEDA BLVD (105)/NORTHRIDGE/CA/91324//
MR. HUGH MCVEIGH/77/122 SPRING ST.,FIRST FLOOR/ALBANY/NY/12203 1215//
MR. MARK OAKFORD/87/PO BOX 84931/SEATTLE/WA/98134//
DR. CHANDRAKALA PADIA/86/26, TEACHERS' FLATS, B.H.U./VARANESI 5///INDIA/
MR. DON QUALLS/87/12516 AUDELIA #203/DALLAS/TX/75243 2244//
PROF. DON D. ROBERTS/74/PHILOSOPHY/U. OF WATERLOO/WATERLOO, ONT.///CANADA/N2T 1H7
DR. NATHAN U. SALMON/82/463 SAN MARINO DRIVE/SANTA BARBARA/CA/93111//
MR. JAMES A. SCHERER/87/PO BOX 148802/CHICAGO/IL/60614 8802//
MR. WILLIAM L. SLOCUM/86/206 OLYMPIC CIRCLE/VACAVILLE/CA/95688 3308//
MR. DENNIS J. SORCE/87/42 HARRISON AV./GARFIELD/NJ/07026 1802//
DR. PHILIP STANDER/76/K.C.C./2001 ORIENTAL BLVD./BROOKLYN/NY/11235//
PROF. RUSSELL WAHL/84/BOX 8429/IDAHO STATE U./POCATELLO/ID/83209 0009//

MS. VIVIAN BENTON-RUBEL/80/1324 PALMETTO ST./CLEARWATER/FL/34615//
MR. DAVID KLAPHOLZ/87/2119 SUMMIT ST. H4/COLUMBUS/OH/43201//
MR. G. NAGABHUSHANA REDDY/83/CHEMISTRY/U/CALIFORNIA/DAVIS/CA/95616//
MS. PATRICIA L. SPANG/87/PHILOSOPHY/MUHLENBERG COL./ALLENTOWN/PA/18104// .

MEMBERSHIP srATIsrICS

(25) 300. On January Llth, 1988, QIARLESSU)!\Nenrolled as a new member. That was a significant event for the BRS
because Charles became the 300th nember. Never before has the BRSachieved a current membership list of 300.
we like to think it won't stq:> at 300. No reason why it shcul.d,
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(26) 'nle World As I Fa.md It" by Bruce I:Xlffy-- which is mainly aba.1t Wittgenstein. 'rot also brings in Russell and
M::Jore-- was reviewed last issue (RSN56)by foor reviewers. Twoof ocr rrembersreacted to the l::ook;one of
them knewRussell intimately: his daughter, Kate.

Kate Tait writes:

Having read in Russell Society Newsseveral favoorable reviews of Bruce Duffy's l::ook, "'!he WorldAs I Foond
It", I feel I must write to tell yoo that it is an ATROCIaJSbook, the worst kind of mixture of fact and
fiction, jumbling together real facts and writings with the inventions of the author's hidea..1smind. He does
not hesitate to attri'rote to these great menrrean actions, petty emotions, and shalla.r thooghts quite
ul'MOI"thyof them; not that they were faultless, far fran it, 'rot their faults were not the ones Duffy
imagines. As I feared, the reviewers take as true the inventions as well as the facts, enabling them to have
a comfortably condescending view of these after all too humanrren. Yet it is not,their imperfections that I
mind so nuch; it is the ugliness of the ones he ascribes to them, and the triviality of the thooghts he put.s
into their heads. Dourge yoor reader not to 'roy the book.

Steve Reinhardt writes:

"I ba.1ght the l::ookin August, WhenI heard it discussed on Natiooal Public Radio. To plt it mildly, I did
not care for the book. Russell, Mooreand Wittgenstein were presented. not as characters, 'rot caricatures
lacking any depth and subtlety. It woold be interesting to learn ha.r other rrembez;sfeel."

***

Readers. yoo have been warnedl

FINANCES/M:NEYMP.T1'ERS

(Z7) Treasurer's Report for the year ending 12/31/87:

Bankbalance on hand (12/31/86) .•....•..•••....•.•....•.•.••• ····••········•······ .953

Income: Newrrernbers•••••.••••.•.•••.•.• ·•••••·•••··•··•·•••·• .1722
Renewals.••••••..•.•••.•••.••.•.••.•...••••....••.•••• 5906

total dues•.....• 7628
contri'rotions ••.••••..•••..••••••..••••..•.•.......•••. 127*
Library sales and rentals ....•••...•••...••••. ···••••·•355
Misc..........•....••..••.••....•....•.••.••.•........ 149

total incoite ..... 8259..........•.... 8259
9212

Expenditures: Information & Membershipaommittees.•.•.••.•..•.• 2745
Library expense.•.•.•.•••.•••••..•••• ·••·••····•• .218
Subscriptions to "Russell" .........•.....•.....•. 2247
Meeting••.•.•..•.......•...•............•.•....•.• 237
Misc•...•.•.••...••...•.••.....••....•.......•... 100

total spent ..••.. 5547 5547

Payrrent of 1986 liability .••........•..•...........•...• · •. ········•·············· .1327

Bankbalance on 12/31/87 .••.•..••.•.•..•..••••................................•... 2338

*'!he 127 shownabove is not a true rreasure of contri'rotions; it is far tco la.r. Most donations are madein
the form of dues payrrents that are higher than "regular" dues. En, a Sustaining Member, whopays $50 in
dues, is actually making a $20 contri'rotion, Whichis not reflected in the 127 figure.

OJES

(28) Last Call for fues. Do yoo kOCMwhat happens to peopl.e whodon't pay their rerewal dues? They become Non-
Persons. They vanish. They are gone. UghI Wewon't labor the point. Wethink yoo got the rressage. Act OCM.
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MEMBERSa:NTRIfUTE

We thank GREX>ORY'LANDINIand HERBLANSDELLfor their cont.r ibut.i.ons during the latter half of 1987... and the
fOllowing early renewers who included their 1988 cont r ibut.i.ons in their dues' payments: LCU AQll;scN, JNf
AAAGCNA,OC'NG-INBI\E, MICEAELBRAIJf,POILY & WHITFIELDcoaa, AN3ELOD'ALESSIO, roB DAVIS, RCNAIDEDWARDS,LEE
EISLER, WIILIAMFIELDING, ARl'TIEGGlEZ, DCNALDGREEN, QiARLESHIIL, DCNJAa<ANICZ, RICHARDJalNs:N, HERB
LANSDELL,GLAIJ'{SLEI'IHAUSER,JaiN LENZ, MI\Rl'INLIPIN, GLENN& SANDRA!-OYER, NICKPACINO, STEVEREINHARlJI',
MICEAELROCKLER,HARRYRUJA, WARRENSMI'IH, JaIN 'roBIN, HERB& BETIYVCGT, DEWEYWALLACE,MICHAELVEBER,
<EARLESWEYAND,and VINCENrWIILIAMS.Yoo are indeed helping, all of you.

(30)

FINANCES

Peter Cranford has been thinking aOO.1tour money problem -- the problem of bui Ldinq up a substantial bundl.e of
cash, Which will make oor long-term survival as an organization more likely. He'is not setting down specifics;
rather, he is suggesting concepts. He writes:

Yoo might consider setting up a special money fund whose sole purpose woold be to generate more money, and
to do this ad infinitum - in pyramid fashion. Emory University has just done this to the point where it
ri vals Harvard and Texas [in endo.nrent]. Just to ask for it may not be strong encugh. Perhaps yoo might
examine the packets James Roosevelt sends cut , He justifies his requests to the elderly in long and
effective letters. Yoo might use seed money to develop a mailing list of thos~ most apt to contrioote.

We thank Peter for his suggestions, and will see what we can do with them.

Ladies and Gentlemen: start thinkingl

Harderl

In)K REVIEW

(31) Volume 8. A technical paper for people Whodon 0 t like technical papers. That 0 s how
ANELLIS's superbly written review of Volume 8 of McMaster Editorial Project's "The
Bertrand Russell." Even thoogh you probably won0 t understand all of it, we think you 0 11
yoo do urrlerstand. Here it is:

THE LOGICO-LINGUISTIC TURN - RUSSRLL'S REVOLUTION IN PHILOSOPHY.
A Review of John G. Slater (editor), Bertrand Rueeell, !h!
Fhilosophy of Logical Atomism and Other Bssays. 1914-19, Volume 8,
The Collected Papers of Bertrand Russell, London, Allen & Unwin,
19861 xl + 418 pp.

Technical philosophy has, since its inception with the ancients,
undergone a number of revolutionary changes, both with regard to
its eubject-matter and its methodology. These words,'and the words
whIch follow, may be controversial, but the profound changes which
Russell's work contributed to philosophy and the philosophical
method in the twentieth century are universally acknowledged, and
constitute a reVOlution in philosophy.

Ancient philosophy was fundamentally metaphysical in its
interests and speculative and rationalistic (i.e. syllogistic or
Aristotelian) in its methodology. In this sense, ancient philo-
sophy extened well. into the sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuries. During the Renaissance, natural philosophy or physics
broke away from speculative philosophy and becams an empirical
and mathematical science in the hands of Galileo, Newton, and
others. The philosopher of sciencs in the age of the Renaissance
was Francis Bacon. However, it was Descartes who turned the
revolution in technical philosophy in the seventeenth century.
Under the leadership of Descartes, philosophy became fundamentally
epistemological in its interests and psychological or phenomenalistic
in its corresponding methodology, depending upon whether one was an
idealist or an empiricist.

we think of IRVING
Collected Papers of
be pleased with what

From the middle of the nineteenth century onwards, mathe-
inatical logic emerged as a new branch of Nthematics, beginning
with the work of Boole, Peirce, Schrader and others in algebraio
logic. and, in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, with
the development of axiomatic presentations of quantification theory
pioneered by Prege, Peano, and Russell. These two trends in logic
were united by Whitehead and Russell in their Principia Mathematica.
and modern Ma<hematical logic, or "logistic" as it was tirst called,
came into existence. With the new mathematical logic in place,
philosophers acquired a new and powerful tool for investigation.
Y.athematical logic acquired the status of an "ideal language"
because of its analytical power to grammatically parse propositions
into function and argument rather than into subject and predicate
Whenever the co~plexity of the structure of propositions required
this exceptionally deep level of disseotion. At the same time,
mathematical logio incorporated the old claasical syllogistic witl
its subject-predicate structure, as a fragment Which WQuld likewise
bs available as a tool of dissection. Russsll was ths first of
the modern or twentieth-centur~ philosophers. and he ~ndertook, as
such, to employ logical or linguistic analysis to his subjects.
The papers in this volume rspresent his first precipitous steps.
The work of the logical positivists of the Vienna Circle and of
various other sympathetic philosopher-scientists to develop and
use logical and linguiltic analysis for the investigation of the
logical structure of experience, ot physical reality, and even of
language itselt, would follow a decade later, in the later years
of the 1920s,
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During the period in which the paperl in thil volume were
written, the Principia wal alreao1 juat in place, and Russell under-
t~ok the arduous struggls to develop a 80ientitic philoeoph1 whose
methudological tool would be the grammar ot linguistic and logical
analysis. The title essay in thia collection is Russell's IIOst
famous and exemplary piece in which a detailed exposition ot logic
forms a prelude to a rather briet discussion ot the logical analysis
ot problems ot Mtaphysics (making a nice anticipation ot Carnap's

\ proclamation ot "The elimination ot metaphysics through the
logietic analysis ot language").

~+ Philosophical problema onee were rather inelegantly described
to me as a bowl ot spaghetti. 10 intertwined are the atrands that
one cannot pick up one atrand without pic:ting up the Whole. .athe-
matici is cOllDOnly ducrlbed as a pyraaid in which mora advanced
fields ot Nthematic. are bull t upon lower matheutioa, algabra on
arith •••tic, analyais on algebra and geometry, eto.. We can express
these concepts in more modern terminology, less colorful but more
elegant, in terms ot parallel processing and linear processing. In
a deecription of the scientific philosophy which usea mathematical
logic and linguistio analysis as tools, both of thesa similies apply
at once,

Ruesell's earlieet and most preeminent ooncerns, atter com-
pletion ot hi~ work on the foundations ot geometry (1896) were with I

physic
in particular with the ph1Sics ot solid meohanics, with speci.l
attention to the geometric found.tions ot Newtonian dYnamice and
the motions ot rigid bodies. In the years immediately atter oom-
pletion ot the Essay on the Poundations ot Geometry, Ru.eell exploreo
the possibllity of making. transition trom geometry to physics,
through the intermediacy or a "transition trom geometry to dynamics"
(see My Philosophical Development, New York, Simon and SChuster, 1959,
Pp. 44-45, tor example). His goal wal to establish in physics the
same kind ot certainty that h.d traditionally been associ.ted with
geometry. Atter a viait to the C.vendiah l.boratory where he
studied the work ot Ja •• s Clerk Kaxwell on ••• kinetics and sleotro-
dynamics, Ruasell retlec1~~«\~a letter to Philip Jourdain that
"wh.t is PhilosophicallYAin the principles ot dynamics belongs to
problems ot logic and arithmetic" (Letter to P. B. B. Jourdain ot
15 Aprll 1910, quoted p. 1)2, in I. Orattan-OUinness, Dear Russell
- Dear Jourdain. London, Duokworth, New York, Columbia Unlversit1
Press, 1917). Russell's aim waa to develop an axioutio presenta-
tion ot physics in terms ot a amall number ot physical primitivel.
Hie goal was not unlike that ot O&.id Hilbert, Who, having provided
an axtolllathation of geometry general enough to accollOdata both
!uclidean geometry and non-Euclidean geometriee, sought next to
provide .n axiomatisation ot physios (Hilbert·s .ixth proble., the
mathematical treatment ot the axio.s ot phYlios, with work in
tound.tions or geometry having euggested the need "to tra.t ••• by
meane of axioms, those physical eciences in whioh •• thematics playa
an important part, tirst ot .11, the theory ot probability and
mechanics"). Import.nt work towards this goal began in the aid-
1930s. some thirty-fi.e years atter the problem waa firet atated
by Hilbert in 1900, tha firet notable sucoess being tha axiomati_
~ation of quantu. meohanios b1 the development by Birkhoft and von
NeumalU\ ot • quantum logio. Ths next steps ooourred in the 1950s,
when mathematicians euch as Wightman turned their attention to the
axiomati~ation of quantum field theory, and Anellis in the late
1910s showed that qu.ntum logic was. one-dimensional model for .n
n-dimensional spacetime calculus for the RiemalU\-Minkowski 4_
dimensional manifold. In the tirst decade ot the twentieth cen-
tury. both Russell and Hilbert. who tollowed the s••• path in their
identificatior Jt the problem of the axiomati~.tion of physics,
found th.t their logical tools were not yet eUfficiently developed
for euch .n enterpriee. Both men were led, having once formulated
the problem, to development ot mathematical logic as .n axiomatio
eystem. and to attempt to Use their new logio ae the toundation
tor the construction of all of mathematic.. Thu. it waa th.t in
1910, Ruseell, with the assi.tance of Whitehead, undertook work on
the Principi.. .

In 191), after completing work on the three-volume Principi ••
Ruesell reaumed hil "searoh tor a etarting-point which would permit
hi. to begin translating .ome ot the propositions of phyeic. into
the symbolS ot mathematical logio" (PP. xii-xiii, "Introduction" of
the present volume). The .earch w•• found to lead in turn to
question. about philosophical .nd ecientilic methodology and about
knowledge ot the phy.ic.l world. in general and of matter in terae
of sen.e-data in particular. Thi. i. the underlying theme ot the
works collected, in Part I ot the prtsent volume. under the heading
"Theory of Knowledge .nd Philosophical Method." Allot the pieces
included here, among them the well-known article ot 1914 on "The
Relation of Sense-Data to Physice". have previously been published.

The "problem of matter" for Russell was "the usual way ot
referring to the problem ot providing philosophical foundationa
for physics" (P. xi, this volume). In consequence ot the revision
of the problem as an attempt to provide an axiomatization ot
physic., the "problem of matter" 'evolved into "the search for •
logic.l construction tro •••• particular facts of sense .nd gener.l
logical truths, •••• nd (from) specific memories and the testi-
moni.ls of others" (P. xv), in other word •• logical construction,
in the sense ot Car~p, ot the world on the basis of sensory ex-
perience ot material re.lity (logische ~ der !!!!). This ie
the root ot Ru.sell'. work on senee-dat.. This work led to
Russell'. work on "The Philosoph~ of Logic.l Ato.i •• " .s an attempt
to explore the logic.l foundations of epistemology and to give •
logico-linguistic analysis ot msaning, and to hie work On an
.nalysis of mind ae a study of the structure of knOWledge and
belief, with a logico-linguietic analysis of propositions as
semantic c.rriers of meening, .nd with behavioral pSyChology as a
scientific form of psychology based upon sense.data (sensations
and events) as alternative to neutral monism as the Jamesian
doctrine th.t the "stuff" of the universe, organized in one way by
a certain set ot laws of causality. yields matter, and in .nother
way by a difterent set of c.usal l.ws. yields mind, and th.t there
i., therefore, no consciousness,

Part III of the present volume i. given over entirely to
Russell's 1918 !2n!!! paper. on "The Philosophy of Logic.l Atomism".
The p.pers colleoted in Part IV under the heading "Towards the
AnalYli. ot .ind", include. the well-known p.per ot 1919 "On
Propositions. Wh.t They Are and How They .e.n". With the exception
ot nine ".anu.cript Notee" written in 1919 and sever.l of the
.ppendioes, all of the pieces tound in this volume have pre.iously
been publilhed. These include the .everal book reviews, collected
in Part II, on a number ot widely scattered philosophic.l topics,
technic.l and popular, written by Ruseell tor various maga~ine. and
journals between 191) and 1919. ot these reviews, the one on
Norman Kemp Smith's Commentary to K.nt's "Critique of Pure Reason"
of 1916 is ot especial interest, if for no other reason than that
Kemp Smith'S monumental volume remains to this day an essential
.nd vital tool ot Kant scholarship.

Like all of ths books in this series of Russell's Collected
Papers , the present volume contains all of the apparatus that are
making this series the serious critical edition that it is becoming.
inclUding the careful textual notes and helpful annotations, as
well .s the Russelli.n "Chronology", the informative "Introduction"
and "He.dnote." th.t present the historical setting for the papers
in the volu... A scholarly edition is not. critic.l edition,
however. A oritic.l edition differs, I SUbmit, trom a SCholarly
edi tion only in that the tormer .dmi t. a gre. ter leew.y in the
intrusion of interpretation within the context of the setting of
the historical .tage. The .uthor ot the "Introduction" to this
volume seeml to this reviewer to have come dangerously close to
croesing the very thin line between interpretation and historic.l
stage-setting, in particular in connection with the discussion
of the impact which Wittgenstein's critioisms ot the first draft
of Russell's Theory of Knowledge h.d on Russell's ore-thinking of
logio.l .tomism" (PP. xvi-xx). But that may be more a matter ot
opinion than of tact.
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More intereeting and fruitful of discuseion in regards
interpretation is the question of what kind of mathematician
Russell might have made - gOOd, bad, indifferent _ had he continued
hi. technical work in mathematics and mathematical logic after
completing work on the Principia rather than turning to philosophy.
This is a question which arose in the waks of Nicholas Griffin's
talk on "Ruseell at Cambridge, 1890-93. Ruseell's Mathematical
Education" during the Special Session on Bertrand Russell at the
Canadian Society for History and Philosophy of Mathematics mmeting
(Abstract #13, p. 5, SCHPM!CSHPM 13th Annual Meeting, McMaster Univ.,
Hamilton, Ont" May 25-27, 1987, Programme), in which Griffin ex-
plored Russell's studies as a background and explanation for
Russell's "early misadventures in the philoeophy of mathematics ••
In "The Philosophy of Logical Atomism·, Russell wrote (P. 166 of
this volume, also quoted p, xxiii) that the contusion of symbol.
with the things for Which they stand ·is especially likely in very
abstract studies such as philosophical lcgic, because the subject-
matter that you are supposed to be thinking of is so exceedingly
difficult and elueive that any person who has ever tried to think
about it knows you do not think about it except perhaps once in
six months for half a minute. The rest of the time you think
about the symbols, because they are tangible, but the thing you are
supposed to be thinking about is fearfUlly difficult and one does
not often manage to think abo.,";it. The really good philosopher
is the one who does once in six months think about it for a minute.
Bad philosophers never do." If Russell's description here of the
"good philosopher" is meant to be self-referential, then I suggest
that Russell would not have made a very good mathematician, if
Hadamard's thesis, that mathematioians mentally pioture mathematical
objects and their relations with other mathematical objects, rather
than, in the creative stages, manipulate the .ymbols for these
objects. The role of symbols arises later, in the effort to ex-
press and communicate one's mathematical ideas, Indeed, it has
become almost a truism recently that one major reason Why it is so
difficult for the oreative mathematician to teach mathematics to
the verbally-oriented student and equally so difficult for the non-
mathematical student to learn mathematics is that the mathematioian
can ·eee the mathematical concept with great clarity but cannot
express it in plain English," since ·mathematlcal concepts. "may
prove to be ••• only imperfectly translatable into spoken or written
English" (Charles A. Weiner, "Mathematicians and the Laws of
Natural Selection", Chronicle of Higher Education, 11 Feb" 1987,
p. 43). For such a mathematician, the symbolio representation is
a natural and comfortable intermediate between the conceptualization
and the natural language communication of the concept. Thus, if
Russell found it more difficult to operate with mathematical
objecte or concepts than with their symbolio representations, then
he was already at some disadvantage. This may perhaps also
partially explain Why Russell, after completing his work on the
Principia, took a philosophical turn on his way to _ or away from _
work on the axio~~tization of physics, while Hilbert and his col-

--leagues, even before completing their work in foundations of
mathematics, turned their attention to the foundations of physic.
and why the mathematical heirs of Hilbert, partiCUlarly Birkhoff
and von Neumann UlOIIC them, •••de important proue •• in the
-axiomathation of physios,

Many of Russell's "early misadventure. in mathematical
Philosophy" ooourred in 1896 and 1897, When Russell made his first
attempts to undsrstand Cantorian set theory, When in June 1983
this reviewer reported, at an Aaerican Mathematical Society con-
ference on Axiomatic Set Theory, on Russell'. first inglorious
attempts to understand Cantor1an set theory (published •• I, H,
Anellis, ·Russell's Barliest Reaotions to Cantorian Set Theory,
1896-1900," in J. E, Baumgartner, D. A •• artin, S. Shelah (editor.),
Axiomatic Set Theorx, ContemporarX Mathematios 31 (1984), 1-11),
many of those preeent suggested, 1n view of Russell's miSUnder-
standings, that perhaps those of his works of ths period Which
remained unpublished - and which are bound for inc Iud on in volume
two of the Colleoted Papers - should best be left unpublished,
Further discussion led to the concession that publication. after
all. would be worthWhile, first of all for the value of the
historical record and secondly as an example of the lesson that,
with patient and diligent work, one could refine and improve one's
understanding of difficult concepts of logic, and even become a
le~der in the field. In the case of an excellent critical edition
such as we are being provided by the Russell Editorial Project, as
exemplified in the present volume, these arguments in favor of
publication carry even greater weight,

The present volume, howev4r, is far from perfect, and thul
there are a number of perhaps minor points which a reviewer is
duty-bound to make. Thus, for example, we must note that the
name ·Windeband· on p. 404 of the "Bibliographical Index" should
be 'Windelband", and for the sake of consistency, "Allxander, S,.
and "Lossky, N. 0.· in the bibliographical index should have been
rendered 'Alexander, samuel" and 'Lossky, Nikolai' respectively.
since all of thl other authors whose names are listed are designated
by their given names follOWing their family names. More subtle
but also more serioul is a statement in the headnote to appendix
IV, which containa the text of a letter of Nathalis A. Duddington
addressed to Russell, to which Russell referred in the text of
'The Philosophy of Logical Atomism- (P. 222, lee the annotation
on p , 352), In the headnote to Duddington's "tetter on Ilxistence.
of 1918, it is said that "her le~ters revlal that Ihe regarded
herself as eomething of an expert on the mind. of the RUlsians"

(P. 329). The tone of thie statement. even despite the editorial
recognition of Ouddington as an advocate of the work of the Russian

philosopher N. O. Loslky, suggests that the editor is sceptical of
Duddington's self-proclaimed expertise. It must be noted, however,
despite the editor's apparent scepticism, that Western etudents of
Russian literary history owe an important debt to Duddington for
her translations into English of many Russian literary classica,
inclUding such relatively obscure works al Goncharov's ~, a
work well-known in Russia but almost totally ignored in the West,

NEWSLE1TERMATI'ERS

(32) A 14-Year Index of Bertrand Russell Society newsletters, covering the first 14 years of the Society's
existence, 1974 thrcugh 1957, has been put together. It runs to Oller 30 pages, has nearly 1800 entries. Buy
it from the newsletter, $5 postpaid (within the USA.) Borrcw it from the Library, $2 for IXlstage (within the
US/\.) Newsletter and Library addresses are on Page 1, bot t.om, Postage cutside the US/\ is higher.



Page 25 Russell Society News, No. 57 February 1988

RJSSEIL OOCIElY LIBRARY
Tan Stanley, Librarian

Box 434 Wilder, \IT 05088

(33) BclCits for sale:

By Bertrand Russell:
Appeal to the American Conscience •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 2.25
Authority and the Individual....................................... 3.75
The Autobiography of Bertrand Russell, Vol. 1 •••••••••••••••••••••• i6.00 H

Vol. II ••••••••••••••••••••• 13.00 H
Vol. 111 •••••••••••••••••••• i1.00 H

Education and the Social Order..................................... 4.25
Essays in Analysis, edited by Douglas Lackey ••••••••••••••••••••••• 6.50 H
Has "ian a Future? •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••.•••••••.•..••.••• 8.00 H
History of the World in Epitome ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~•••••••••••• 1.00
In Praise of Idleness •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.75
The Impact of Science on Society ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.00
An Inquiry into Meaning and Truth •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6.00Justice in Wartime................................................. 8.00 H
Mortals and Others, edited by Harry Rnja ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8.50 H
My Philosophical Development ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.75
Political Ideals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.75Power: A New Social Analysis •••••••••••••••••••••••••• :•••••••••••• 5.50
The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.75
Principles of Social Reconstruction •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.75Roadsto Freedom................................................... 4.00
Sceptical Essays ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4.25
The Scientific Outlook ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 5.50

By Other Authors:
Bertrand Russell, 1872-1970 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••
Bertrand Russell Memorial Volume, edited by George Roberts •••••••••
Bertrand Russell as a Philosopher by A.J. Ayer •••••••••••••••••••••
Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary

of Bertrand Russell •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
The Incompatible Prophecies: Bertrand Russell on Science

and Liberty by LouiS Greenspan ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Into the Tenth Decade: A Tribute to Bertrand Russell •••••••••••••••
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words •••••••••
Mr. Wilson Speaks 'Frankly and Fearlessly' on Vietnam to B.R •••••••
The Tamarisk Tree, Vol. I by Dora Russell ••••••••••••••••••••••••••

1.50
10.95 H

2.25
4.00
9.00 H
4.00
3.25
4.75
1.50
5.2; H

Prices are postpaid. Books are paperback unless otherwise indicated.
Please send check or money-order, payable to the Bertrand Russell Society.

NewI:xxllcs to leoo:

Abstracts of papers read at the 18th International Con~ress of ~ogic,
Methodology, and.Philosophy. Moscow, 1987 5pps. Irv1ng Anell1s.
Death, Depression and Creativity: A Psychobiological Approach to
Bertrand Russell and Bertrand Russell i s ii'ThePilgrimage of Life" and
~lourning by Andrew Brink. Offprints 36pps. The Author.
The Rhetorical Approach of Bertrand Russell: A Study in Method by
Donna Weimer. N.A. thesis 1983 189pps. The Author.

136.
137.

138.

Forthcoming:

A new and expanded edition of An Atheist's Bertrand Russell will be issued
by the American Atheist Press in early 1988. Andrew Brink expects to have
pUblished a book incorporating all of his recent articles on Russell in 1988.
The title will be Bertrand Russell: the PsYChobiography of a Moralist.

Thanks to Al Seckel, our 16mm film Bertrand Russell Discusses Philosophy
is now available on a VHS videocassette. We are also indebted to Al for
an additional copy of his Bertrand Russell on Ethics, Sex, and Marriage.
Mortals and Others, edited by Harry Ruja, is again available from the
library at a substantial discount. The volume is a selection of the essljCys
Russell wrote for the New York American between 1931 and 193;. Allen & UnWin
1975 176pps. i8.50 PP.
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VideotapeS to leoo:
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Videocassettes may be borrowed for $~ per cassette. Canadian members should
direct their orders to Rick Shore, 3~10 Peter Street, Apt. 305, Windsor,
Ontario, Canada N9C 1J3.
260 Donahue Interviews Gore Vidal. Also, a Jonathon Miller Interview.
261 Steve Allen's "~leeting of the Minds". (Bertrand Russell, Thomas

Jefferson, St Augustine, Empress Theodora)
262 BBC's "The Lifeand Times of Bertrand Russell". Produced by the BBC as

part of Russell's 90th birthday celebration. A documentary, it uses a
biographical format which concentrates on the threat of nuclear war and
aussell's work to prevent such folly. Includes interviews with Russell
and several prominent British intellectuals.
NBC's "Bertrand Russell". Interviewed by Romney Wheeler, Russell deals
with autobiographical, philosophical, and political topics.

263 Woodrow Wyatt Interviews. Five short television interviews: "Bertrand
Russell Discusses Happiness", "Bertrand Russell Discusses 'Philosophy",
"Bertrand Russell Discusses Power", "Bertrand Russell Discusses the
Role of the Individual", and "Bertrand Russell Discusses Mankind's
Future".

264 BBC's "Bertie and the Bomb". A documentary about Russell's last years
and his involvement with the early years of the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament. Interviews with friends and contemporaries.

265 "Bertrand Russell". A lecture by Professor Giovanni Costigan of the
University of Washington. An introduction to Russell's life and work.

266 The 'People For' Story'.
267 CBC "Close-Up" Interview. Ln'ter-vf ewed by Elaine Grand, Russell discusses

his childhood, the threat of nuclear war, Einstein, the emancipation of
women and his religious views.

BOOK REVIEW

(34) "The Devil ana Dr. Barnes" by H<:wardGreenfield in the Washingtoo Post (1/17/88).

[In the foreword to his "History of western Philosopchy", Russell wrote,"This I:xJok c:rwesits existeoce to Dr.
Albert. C. Barnes, having been originally designed and partly delivered as lectures at the Barnes Famdation
in Pennsylvania."Barnes fired Russell in 1940. Russell sued for breach of contract, ana won. Barnes then
p.1blisheda pan1£illetin his c:rwndefense, to tell Why he fired Russell. The pan1£illetis reproduced in RSN42-
35.]

The review (with thanks to IXN JACKANICZ):

By Carlin Romano

WHAT SHOULD we
make of collectors? To
be sure, our attitudes
depend partly on what

.they collect. According to the Guill'
ness Bock of World RtJ:i1fds, Helge
Friholm of Soborg, Denmark owns
44,217 bottle caps, with no rivals in
sight.

Fanatics of this sort usually drive
one to speculation about the collect-
ing impulse itself. Was Freud right
that adult hoarding grows out of the
child's delight iD resisting toilet
training? SbouId aD soCiopathic c0l-
lectors be sentenced to classes in
recycling? Whatever our coocIu-
sions. we tend to regard such pe0-
ple, fondly. as gentle crackpots.

Not so the "coDector" who gets to
Put "art" before that word. Here a
differeDt figure jumps to mind. The
cagey investor. The cultivated gal.
Iery sleuth. The eulighte~ .patron.

. Cor/ill ROIll4M is the literary tdit4r
of Tlu PliilaJleJjIJ&ia Illql1ir~-,

- Philadelprua's Dr. Albert C;
Barnes (1872-1951) may best be
remembered as America's missing
link between the crackpot and coo-
noisseur classes of collectors.
Founder of the world-famous·
Barnes FOUDdatio~colleetioD of
modem art in Merion; Pa., the ira&-.
cible former cbeuiist camt to ac-
quire an almost equaDy Widespread
reputation for rudeness, eccentric·
ity and paranoia,

In a tempestuous lifetime, he
managed to acquire some 200
Renoirs, nearly 100 cezanues. 60-
odd Matisses and many other i1lus-
trious works. At. the same time, he
successfully estranged Bertraod
RUssell, T .S. Eliot, Alfred StiegIiU
and other cultural giants while
fighting lifetime feuds with power-
ful institutions like the University of ,
Pennsylvania and the Philadelphia
Museum of Art. .

Writing in The DeW aM Dr.
BantU 36 years after his subject',
death, Howard Greenfeld, best-
Imown for biographies of Puccini
and Caniso, realizes that many of

'liis subject's firefights now cowit as
historical minutiae. What remains is
a peculiar penonality and idil>-
syncratic institutioD, and Greenfeld
offers a balanced account of Barnes'
eueer, coocediDg to .him his
achievements while castil!atinl! him
for his-boorishness.

Like previous biographers,
Greenfeld attributes much of
Barnes' angry, domineeriull person·
ality to his destiny as an outsider
forever trying to be an insider, a
self-made "thruster" frustrated by
his inability to dent Philadelphia's
oId-moDey, Main Line cultural in;
stitutions. Bom to a lower-middle
class family in the Philadelphia
neighborhood that later produced
Rocky, Barnes graduated from the
University of Pennsylvania's med-
iCal $chool at 20, then struck it rich
through the co-development of Ar-
gyrol, a medical antiseptic.
. .By 1910, With his business run-
Ding smoothly, Barnes turned to
·cOllecting art. His first purchases
came With the help of a high school
friend and painter, William Glackens •.

who in 1912 headed to Paris With
$20,000 of Barnes' money to buy
new work. Over the next few dec-
ades, many other artists and deal-
ers would. become Barnes' sidemen.
hut never more than that. Barnes
SOODestablished a reputation as a
decisive, indefatigable gaDery and
studio crawler. In time, his shrewd·
ness in acquiring Impressionist and
post- Impressionist masterpieces
made him the foremost American
collector of modem art-a French
magazine dubbed him the "Medici of
the New World."

To bouse his growing collectlee,
he set up the Foundation in 1925
(four years before the Museum of
Modem Art) as an MeducatiOuaJin·
stitution," not a museum. Barnes
appointed philosopher John Dew-
ey-one of the few friends he never
alieuated,.-his director of educa-
tion. For decades Barnes would caD
upon Dewey's prestige to bolster
his projects, and Barnes needed the
backup support, because his crude-
ness and dogmatism graduaDy re-
pelled many joumalists, critics,
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deal~ aeademics and museum
officials. .

As a collector, Barnes often em-
bodied the ugly American business-
man. Gertrude Stem" complained
that he would "1iterally 0 wave his
cheque book in the air." He bragged
about bargains anti crowed over
owning "the old masters of the fu-
lure."
• As a pedagogue. Barnes vehe-
mently opposed historical and bier
graphical approaches to art, as well
as the treatment of art as a play.
thing and diversion for socialites-
he permitted no receptions at the
Foundation. Fond of formalist the-
ories of art such as those of critic
Roger Pry, Barnes drew on them in
his own books, which included 1M
Art ill Painlirlg (1925). Teachers
at the Barnes Foundation had to
followthe party line.
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Perhaps least popular was
Barnes' behavior as owner of one of
the world's great private collec-
tions-he proved himself a whim-
sical, nasty, grudge-holding admin.
istrator. He refused to lend paint-
in~s for exhibitions and enjoyed de-
nymg access to critics and scbolars
while admitting untutored working
people. According to Greenfeld,
young James Michener three times
failed to gain entrance when he
wrote to Barnes as a Swarthmore
student, but won an invitation when
he posed as a Pittsburgh steelwork.
er, It took legal action by the state
to open the collection to the public
for several days a week.

THROUGHOUT his life,
o • Barnes ··could 'detect a

slight-real or imag-
ined-a mile away. He

usually responded with belliger-

ence. When T1teSaluriUJy Even;nz
Posl ran an article entitled "The
Terrible-Tempered Dr, Barnes" in
1942, Barnes rode up and down the
Main Line, ripping down advertis-
ing posters for the series and in-
serting a seven-page rebuttal into
issues on sale,

Greenfeld also offers many ex-
amples of Barnes' notorious venom
as a letter-writer. To R. Sturgis
Ingersoll, a PhiladelphiaMusewn of
Art trustee, he wrote, "1 was al-
ready familiar with your reputation
in Paris as a boob to whom the deal-
ers could sell any worthless picture
so long as it bore the name of a
well-known artist." When Le Cor-

o busier sent a friendly letter to
Barnes, it was returned unopened,
"with the word 'merde,' written in
large letters on the envelope." ..

In the end, Barnes the outsider

February 1988

made sure he would remain so. He
amended the Foundation bylaws to
guarantee that none of the Phila-
delphia-area institutions he re-
sented-among them its art muse-
wn-would ever win control of the
Foundationafter his death.

According to Greenfeld, both the
world-class philosophers who
played a major role in Barnes' life,
Dewey and Bertrand Russell, an-
alyzed him identica1Iy-as propri-
etor of a massive "inferiority com-
plex." Greenfeld's portrait helps
frame the irony of this fOrmalist
connoisseur who veered too close
to the crackpot side of his obses-
sion. We wind up remembering not
what Barnes collected, but what he
brought with him to the chase. •

(5) Once again a new record has been set for early renewals.127 members paid their 1988 dues before January 1st,
1988. we thank these early birds for getting the membership-renewal-process off to a good start. Here they
are: LaJ AOiESCN, IRI'ISHAD JIHMIIJ), J. M. ALTIERI, JEAN ANDERSCN, TlUMAN ANDERSCN, JNl ARAGCNA, IXNG-IN BAE,
ADI'.MPAl.lL BANNER, <EERYL BASCnM, WALTER BA.lJM3ARINER, VNIlIN mm::N-RJIEL, JAOJUELINE BERIHCN-PNlCN, HOWARD
BLAIR, MIQiAEL BRAIX, JAMES 1lDm:N, RJBERr CI\Nl'ERIlJRY, POlLY coss. \tlUTFIEID coas. JAa< roWLES, GIHlNA
CRJINFURD, PETER CRJINFURD, JIM QJRI'IS, ANGELO D'ALESSIO, OOB DAVIS, PAl.lL DCUCNA, PRADEEP IlJBE:Y, BEVERLEY"
FARLES, RCNAI.D EDWl\RI:S, LEE EISLER, BRmDA FREEDMAN, FRANK GALLO, ALEJANDRJ GARCIADIEXD, SEYmJR GENSER, W\RY
GIBOCNS, ARI'TIE G<M:Z, CHARLES GREEN, IXNALD GREEN, ross GUFFY, JaiN HARPER, DCN HERNANDEZ, LYIA HERNANDEZ,
RJBERT HIO<S, CHARLES HIlL, MARKHOOJ\N, JAMES H<X>PES, OPHELIA HOOPES, TIN:T-:ru HUN3, AfNO IHALAINEN, DCN
JJ\OQ\NICZ, J<EN JJ\OQ\NICZ, TED JJ\OQ\NICZ, gURLEY JESPERSEN, RIOIARD JaiNs:N, LARRY JUIl<INS, KENT KIATZKIN,
KEN KORBIN, PAl.lL KO~a<I, HENRY KRAUS, PAl.lL KJJNrZ, PAl.lL K1JRI'Z, HERB LANSDEIL, GLAI1iS LEI'IHJ\l.JSER, J<EN LENZ,
WALTER LESSIN3, ARTHUR LEWIS, MARrIN LIPIN, DCN LCEB, PAl.lL LCX>tl1AN, JCNA'IHlIN llJKIN, CHARLES Mr\GISl'RO, STEVE
MM.l\GIIES, IESLIE MMENQiIN, WILLIAM ~IE-G<XDRIai, HlXil ~IGI, JIM M:WILLIAMS, STEVE ~, BRIAN

--------.....~AD, GI..Flti M:JYER, SANDRA M:JYER, MARK Q\KFORD, JAil< orr, NIa< PlICINO, PAl.lL PF7\L:zNER, IWf PCNrIER,
NJ\GAIHJ~ REDIX, STEVE REINHARIJI', DCN RJBER1'S, JaiN RJa<FELI.CM, MIQiAEL IO:l<LER, HARRY RlJA, QiERIE RUPPE,
SIGRID SAAL, NA~ SAI..H:N, GR&>ORY"SOJot£LL, JaiN SCHWEM<, JClI\NNA SERVATIUS, ARSHAD 9IERIF, JaiN SHOSKY,
MIRCN SKY, WARRENOO'1H~ JCIti SCNm'JIG, PHILIP S'IT\NDER, KnER srANKE, 'l':M sr1lNLE.Y, RAM:N SUZARA, SfDlIG
TERZIAN, JaiN 'roBIN, u.cr.ro~, HENRY VAN DYKE, WALTER VANNINI, ~ VARGAS, Bm'IY van, HERB von,
RJSSElL WAHL, IEWEY" WAllACE, JR., MrQiAEL~, 'l':M WEIDLIai, ~ WEIMER, ~ WEISMAN, CEARLES WEYAND,
CALVIN WIOiEllN, JCltiWIIllEUot, RIQiARD WIU<, V!Nt:ENr Wl,.ILIAMS, JA!'ES ~, BIlL YaJOO.~:"":YI:ilo :KJCC;Sni£,.._~-----

---======~--~---~
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