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ANNUALMEETI~ (1986)

June 21st, NYC.This year's meeting is shorter and simpler than usual. Andwe're going to have something we've
never had before: the winner of this year's Bertrand Russe11 Society Awardaccepting the Award in person.
Something else is also new and different: the winner this year is not an individual but an organization
People for the American Way-- founded a few years ago to oppose right wing fundamentalists, such as the
Moral Majority, who are threatening our constitutionally guaranteed liberties. (Moreabout that elsewhere in
this issue. See Item 15.) Its President, Anthony T. Podesta, will accept the Award, and will give the
evening's major address.

\\e meet for one day only, Saturday, June 21st. The meeting-place is the headquarters of the NewYork Society
for Ethical Culture, 2 West 64th Street, at the corner of 64th Street and Central Park west. There'll be an
afternoon session, from 1 to 5 and an evening session from 7 to 11. Nothing is scheduled between 5 and 7,
giving people free time to have dinner in the neighborhood, which is close to Lincoln Center and its many
restaurants. Or for simpler fare and economy: the YM:Aat 5 West 63rd Street, quite nearby.

The Program.
AFTERNOONSESSION,in the Adler Study:
1.00 Doors open. Informal greetings.
1:30 Ca11 to Order. \\e Icome• Announcements.
1:45 Society business meeting.
2:15 Film: "Bertrand Russell Discusses Happiness"
2:30 Marvin Kohl's paper, "Russell and the Attainability of Happiness", is reproduced in this issue

( ). An open discussion will be rroderated by Professors Kohl and HughMoorhead.
4.00 Red Hackle Hour (Newmembers: Red Hackle was BR's brand of Scotch Whisky.)
5:00 End of afternoon session.

Twohours free time -- from 5 to 7 -- for dinner in the neighborhood.

EVENINGSESSION,in Ceremonial Hall:
7:00 Doors open.
7:30 Call to Order. welcome. Announcements.
7: 45 BOC-TVFilm, "Bertie and the BoIltl". (1984) Not seen in J¥nerica.

NBC-TVFILM. "Bertrand Russell" (1950).
9: 00 Break. (S-t-r-e-t-c-h) ,
9:15 Presentation of Special Awardto Corliss Lamont
9:30 Presentation of Bertrand Russell Society Award to People for the American Way, represented by its

President, Anthony T. Podesta. Mr. Podesta's talk will fo l Icw,
11:00 End of session.

Costs. There are none••. except for your ~ personal expenses (lodging and meals.) There is no registration
fee.

To reserve lodging. New York is full of hotels, and nost, of them are expensive. You must make your own
arrangements, by writing or phoning in advance. Here are 3 places to stay, within easy walking distance of our
meeting.

The Mayflower Hotel, 61st St. and Central Park West,NYNY10023. 800-223-4164;212-265-0060. Full service
hotel. Single,$107-137. Double, $122-157. Suite,$190-205. Courage! Keep reading.

,j"

Hotel Empire, Broadway & 63rd St., NYNY10023. 800-221-6509; 212-265-7400. Full service hotel. Single,$70-
95. Double,$85-110. Each additional person, $15. Family room (up to 4),$90-110. Suite,$300. Read on.

t Si.de YM:A, 5 West 63rd St., NYNY10023. 212-787-4400. EconomyaCCOlTllOdationswith
~dvileges. (Weremembera gymnasium & a swinminq pool.) Single sans bath, $26; with bath,
sans bath,$36, with bath, $44.

recreational
$38. Double

Rates sh~ are per day, and do not include taxes and possibly other fees; best to inquire. For other lodging

*Russell Society News, a quarterly (Lee E1sler,E<htorl: RD1, Box 409, Coopersburg, PA 18036
BRSLibrary: TomStanley, Librarian, Box 434, Wilder,vr 05088
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suggestions, and NYtourism information, ask the NewYork Convention and Visitors Bureau, 2 ColumbusCircle,
NYNY10019. 212-397-8200.

Howto get there. If you are on the East Side of Manhattan, say Grand Central Station, take the 42nd Street
crosstown s~ay shuttle; it takes you to 7th Avenue and 42nd St. Do not exit fran the surway system. Take
IRT West Side Sul::1.Nay(local) up to "66th Street/ Lincoln Center" station, and walk to Central Park west and
64th Street.

If you are on the West Side,in the Port Authority Bus Terminal (42nd St. & 8th Avenue), take the Independent
(8th Avenue) Sul::1.Nayto "ColumbusCircle" station (Broadwayat 59th St.) and walk 5 blocks to 64th St. Or take
the bus on 8th Avenue, up to 64th St. and Broadway. (Somebuses go up Central Park west, which starts at 59th
St. Ask.)

Or take a taxi.

But no matter howyou get there, GETTHERE.Andbring a friend (or several!)

Marvin Kohl's article," Russell and the Attainability of Happiness," as
International Studies in Philosophy 16:3 (1984), is reproduced here. we have omitted the
will lend on request. The article will be the subject of an open discuss10n, moderat.ed by
Moorhead, at the June 21st meeting.

RUSSELL AND THE ATTAINABILITY OF HAPPINESS

MARVIN KOHL

In this paper I propose finllo bring together the central asp«U of Russell's
theory and examine his notion lhal happiness depends upon having and
appreciating reasonably continuous success al satisfying one's basic needs and
correlaee inreresu. Secondly, I wish 10 examine the pessimist charge lhal
happiness is not attainable largely because of man's unavoidable fear of death.
Here I shall suggesllhal Russell's meliorism successfully parries this and related
objections. Thirdly, I shall look at the problems involved in determining
exactly whal happiness is, in panicular, whether or not Russell's character·
ization, if it is an accurate one, increases the probability of the inattainability of
happiness. The answer to be arrived at here is relevant to his claim that, "an
occurrence is 'good' when il satisfies desire."! My lhesis is that, while Russell's
rich but loose characlerization does raise difficulties, it is a vital part of what
may be called an emerging process satisfaction utililarian aociaI ethic.'

Let us begin wilh his distinction between rwo sorts of happiness, plain and
fancy. The fint is open 10 any human being, the other is not. Plain happiness
requires the having of a central purpose which guides one's life. It alan requires
thallhis purpose be end·specific, that it permil progressively increasing success,
and thaI lhe individual find both joy and worth in this central wk. J In other
words, plain happiness (perhaps besl called "having a meaningful life") is,
according to Russell. the result of having a cenain kind of purposeful life,
Fancy happiness, on rhe orher hand, is a mixed mode caused by a more com'
plex sel of conditions and, as a rule, is defeated by the existence of contrary
condilions. Russell does not explain the relationship berween plain and fancy
happiness, taking it for granted lhal the former is easily oblainable and an
a1moS!necessary coedirion for the latter, More oflen than not, he simply refers
to "fancy happiness" as "happiness.'"

Aside from changes in the social syslem required to promote happiness! or
personal carasrrephe, ordinary daY'lo-day unhappiness is largely caused by
mistaken views of the world, mislaken ethics, and mistaken habils of life. On
the other hand, ordinary men and women

can .chi~\'C' happiness. Wilh only a small amount of exrernal pfOIIWriry, if (hey have JOOd
h•• hh, a <heerful disposilion and a IOUfld philoooplty of life .... '

OrRinin. saints, lun.tin. and men ollcniUl, ordinary people need, for their happintu.
cenatR fairly aimple conditions. wbach with • little wildoca in ecoaomin ud poIitin. could
be fulfilled for a1_ everyone. I put fin< puRly ••••ysical <oaditioaa-food aad "'e1"" and
heallh. Only when lh ee ha ve been J<CllICd iI U won1l while 10 eonaidcr peyd.olopcal
requiaila.'

In Tbt Conqutsto/Happ;ntsS Russell provides what is perhaps his most complete
single descriplion of the requisile general conditions.

HappinCII ... depends pardy upon Ul<ma1 cin:ulIlIWlCn and pardy upon on •••• f....
Cenoin .hin, aR indispenubl< 10 the happinCII oi __ no bul Ihn< ••• oimple Ihinp,
food .nd 'heller. heallh. 10ve, lUCcnd'ul work and doc mpKI of "",,', own held. To_

it appeared in
32 footnotes rand
the author and Hugh

peopI< paRnlhood ••••• ;, _1iaI. WheR Ih ese lhinp ••• IKkin,. only the u<eplional
maR can acbieve happlMu. .. ,-

In shon, happiness depends on a combination of internal and external causes. It
depends upon having tmd appreciating reasonably continuous success at
satisfying one's basic needs and correlate inlerests.

Notice lhat Russell alan maintains lhal what is al issue is not universal
happiness but the happiness of most penons. Thus, he insists thaI he is not
talking about the happiness of exceptional individuals but only about most
ordinary men and women. "Our problem," he wriles. "is to preserve instinctive
happiness for the many, not only for a privileged few."

II

Three of the more interesting charges againsl Russell Ire, first, he assumes
that because happiness seems desirable, il must alan be obtainable; second, lhat
since man's consciousness and fear of death are unavoidable for all who
minimally lhink about life, thaI they are, in panicular, the most serious threat
to human happiness; third, thar since Russell is an "aposrare pessimist,' he
passes too lightly over the problem of pessimism.I. Ler us consider Schiller's
charges, scarting with the last poinl.

It io , .meult 10 say whether or not "apostate pessimist" is an accurate label.
I Am ;"di'led to believe it is nOI. If Schiller's criticism is based upon Russell's
position in A F,« Man; WDnbip. as I suspect it is, then he is in error because
that work is not so much tbe expression of pessimism as ir is lhe rejection of
optimism. And il does not follow thaI the rejection of optimism entails
pessimism. Apparendy Schiller believes, as perhaps many do, that optimism
and pessimism are logical complements. BUI this is not the case.

Pessimism. according to Russell, is the philosophy of life which holds that
the world is essentially evil and Ihal, because of this, life is ultimalely not
wonhwhiJe. Non·pessimism is roughly lhat class of beliefs which, for a variery
of reasons, deny thaI the world is essentially evil. Thus, a non-pessimist may be
an optimist or a wlUmst. An optimist is someone who generally holds that the
world is essentially good. A meliorist, on the other hand, is someone who
maintains thaI neither the evil nor the goodness of the world appear 10 be
ultimately determined and, mOSlimponanl, lhat man therefore has both lhe
freedom and the power of aiding in the world's betterment. The meliorisl
generally holds that n is possible, if man chooses 10 make the effon, 10 make
the world a herter plaa:e to live. Given lhis frame of reference, Russell emerges
u the great prophet of melioristic humanism and A Fr« Man's Worblip, I
IUggesl, is bat ;,,1IIl«twUy interpreted as an attempt to determine the rational
limits of that meliorism.

Another possible source of confusion is the disrinction between being
intellectually and being temperamentally a pessimist. One can, I think, make a
reasonable cue for Russell being I lemperamental pessimist during much of his
early adulthood. His relative isolation from other children, his social isolation
due to his malhemarica study. his alleged unrequaed love for Mn. Whilehead,
and his "natural" sbyncu-all may have comributed 10 his tendency 10 em-
phuize the negative, and to prebend the world with an artitude of relative
despair. In this sense, there is some trulh to Schiller's charge. However, il is
importaDt to realize that there is Iittk evidence to show that this mode of
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emotional respolllC wu inteUee:tuailygrounded or wu die result of the kind of
dispassionate rational scrutiny typical of RuueU - and much evidence dill it
wu not. Even dlough RuueU may have been a temperamental peuimist during
the early aduh season of his life, he did nor (even al dial time) conflllC dill
disposition (which resulted from poor education and a largely unhappy social
environment] widl Ihe lrulh aboUI die nlemal world. I have already suggested
dial It F,te Man. Wonbip. when scrutinized from an inteUeclUai point of view.
is definitely melioristic, or at leut enda upon that note.

In die Conqwsl of Happinns, he Itreuel the point that "reason lays no
embar!l0 upon happinell" and dill the pessimisa are "unhappy for some reason
of which they are not aware, and dlis unhappineu leads diem to dweU upon
die leu agreeable characteristics of die world in which dley live."11And in TbI
History of Westm, Philosophy. he maintains dlat "from a scientifIC point of view,
optimism and pessimism are alike objectionable" and dlat "belief in eidler
pessimism or 0plimism is a matter of temperament. not of reason."It
Meliorism, on Ihe other hand, is not predominandy a matter of temperamenl.
II resa, or at leut RuueU's particular veRian appean to rest, on the following
daims:

(I) JudsmcRu thar there loR certain statCI of affain are iudp1cnu of fact,

(2) Whnher or ROC certain HalCi of affain-thc in~yitability of death, the
ahOItQCSI of certain liva. our rclaliw-e lack of power oycr ea.cmaI lWure.
etc.-ate: evib iI • maner of wahle iudpent.

(J ~ Enn if we conclude 011 the buis of correct valuation that there ••• lonllill
of nib Ih •• "'" (al_ 01 I Nlcl beyood ...., pow.r. i. don _ follow ,hOI

lif. iJ nOl wonhwhilc.

(of) The r~uon is thac we ercale our own "aluel. And i. is MeaUK we creatc our
own val ••••• h ••• whu.v.r plia''' lb. world mlY be in. we <In dccide.
ralionall)' decide, to accep« wbac CUUlOI be chanFd. chanp what we can
and should. ond .njoy boch our limil.d pow.n and .h. theer "P"ricnc. of

beina allYe.

In a sense we have replied to rhe "rerror of deadl" argumenl. According 10
Russell, "the wise man will be u happy u circuMSrances permil, and if he finds
the contemplation of die univene painful beyond a point, he will conremplale
IOmelhing else instead."11 Similarly, die wise man is not motivated by irrational
fean, and il is u irrational to fear desrh as it is to fear die realities of life. Fear is
die great enemy. II "should nOIbe overcome not only in action, but in feeling;
and nOIonly in conscious feeling, bUIin Ihe unconsciousu weU."'· II is possible
"10 educate ordinary men and women that they should be able 10 live widlout
fear."11And once fear is eliminated and rational courage is substilUted, penonal
death will appear a trivial matter." "Tbe secret of happineu is to face me fact
that me world is horrible, horrible. borribk. . .. Yau must feel il deeply. and
not brush it aside .... Vou mUll feel il righl in here" - (Ruuell said) hitting his
br.all-and then you can sian being happy again."11

The basic question is whelher Russell is righl in holding dlat it is possible to
educate ordinary men and women lhal dley should be able tq live widlout fear
alleasl of death, Pellimisa, like Tolsloy and Schiller, seem ro be claiming that
il is impossible to do 10, thaI death, 10 to speak, is a natural, if not onlological,
terror. Common sense and the evidence indicales die contrary to be rrue.
Attirudes toward dying and death are maUeable." And while il is probably an
exaggeration to say that we can come to view penonal dealh u a trivial matter,
RuueU seems to be correct in holding that die terror of deadl and irrational fear
can be e1iminared.

Ruuell believes dial a combination of meliorism and a long view of things
provide a suflkienl antidote to thwart the paralysis of utter despair. Man can
be educated and is capable of growdl. Man nOIonly can improve his'lol in life
bUI, even after very bad times. he resumes his movement towards progress.
Two of Ruuell's mOSI revealing 'laremena occur in me conrexl of an
evaluation of Spinou's pbilosophy. IshaU quote diem at length.

Tbe problem (of ,h. wicked hlvin, pow.r! for Spino •• it noicr rhon i. iJ for one who hu
no belief in .be uhi_ ee JOOd••••• of •••• ...,;v••••. Spiaou rhinU Iha' if you ICC your
misfonunn •• they are in rcaliry. as pan of 11K-concaceaaUon of cau.lftllftcchin. from the
bcpnnina of time to (he eRd, you will 1ft that they arc only mialOltUaa to you. ROC to the
uniYClV, to which they arc •• rely "'0' ditconk heiplCniAI a" ultimate banDOllY· I
cannot Kcept this. I think that panKular nrnu aft whac they arc and do ROCbrKOIDt' dif·
ferent by absorption into I whole. F.ach act of CNtlry is c&emall)' • part of the URi"CfK;
RothiRlchl' happens latcr can make wt Kt aood rather tban a.d. or caP coAler perfection

on the whole of ~hK:h it iJ • pan.
Nnerth~lns. when it it your 10110 han to endu~ soawthingthat is (or s«mJ to you)

wo •••• hln ••••. ordinary 101 of mankind. Spino •• •• principlc oflbinkin, abou' ,be whole. 01

at any rate about la'crr marten than your own ,rief, u a useful OM. There aR eyC!n timn
wh~n il is comfonin, to reflec' that human life, witb aU lhal it contains of evil and
~rin8' is an inftnitnimal pan of tlar life 0( thr uninIW. Such rrfl«lionJ may DOIluffin
to cotlnilUte a religioe, but in a painful world they are a help wwud •• nity and all antidote

to the peralyJiJ of ,mer dapeir.It

In a similar vein, he writes:
If bad u... lie •••• ad of III we ohouId ee••••mber whil •• h.y lMI.b ••••• w march nf min.
chee.red iIllha JlII' by dcv •••••••••• UId .......-.... but alWIY' mumin, Ih. movemen.
lOWanIa 1""1"'"_stM- wllo WII _ of &he wiant of •••••• and who lived cowl.ndy in
KCOI'ducc with hia own wiadom, adYiaed men 10 vlcw pauin. nenll "un.r the upcet of
eternity." .... Tite child &iva in the aUnuw, Ihe boy in the day, the inJcin,ctin man in the
ye••.• Tile IP&A iabucd wilh IUsIory Ii,," in Ihe epoch. Spinou would have Ullive not in lhe
1IIiD•••• , Ih. day. lb. year or.k .poch. but in ••• mi.y. Th ••• who l• .,n.n do .hiJ will fond
Ihu it •••••• IWlY &he flUric quality and miJfonun. and pn:vCOIJ .h. ...nd lowards
madDna Ihu .- wido overwklmin, diIut.r. Spinoza 'P"nl .b. Iu. day of hiJ lif.
lCIIiDJ cheerful _doIa co biJ boa •. H. had wrin.n, •A free man .hin'" of dc.,b I•••• of
aIIlbiDp. and hiJ wiadom iJ I mcdi.ation _ of del.b bu. of life.' And h. carried OUI hiJ

prcccpc wka it c_ CO hiJ owa de •• b.'·

To sum up: RuueU did not think death was an obstacle to happiness
becalllC, like me stoics, be saw lime point in fearing what cannot be conquered.
He wU by nalUre and inrel1eclUai conviction opposed to fear. And he held a
melioristic and long view of dlingl, which allowed him to view palling evena
undfr die upeer of _nUty and to view man, in general, u instinctively driven
toward growdl. ~ways resuming die movement loward progress.

! III

Even the most cuual reading of Russell reveals the importance of happinell.
Not only does dK inteJliaent and vigorous individual desire happinell bUI die
protection and nu_ring of this end is a major purpose, if not die most
important purpote. of die major instilUtions in a properly run society. The
basic upecu of social life-education, politics, die good life irself-requires an
intimare undemandinc of dK nature of life satisfaction. The general aim of
education is ro provide a solid basis for happiness. "Happiness in childhood is
absolutely necessary to tbe production of die besl type of human being. "" The
_e is true of politics. '1"he most important purpose dlar polilical institutions
can achieve is to keep alive in individuals creativeness, vigour, vilality. and die
joy of life."u Again RuueU writes dlat "a wise humanity, in politics as
elsewhere, eotnCI only of remembering dlat even die Iargesl groups are
composed of individuals, thar individuals can be happy or sad, and rhse every
individual in the world wbo is suffering represenu a failure of human wisdom
and of common bumanity."" More importanr perhaps, happiness contributes
to goodness and nor vice vena. The good life is a happy life. "I do not mean,"
he explains. "thar if you are good you will be happy; I mean Ihal if you are
happy you will be good."" Thus, unlike Ihinken who hold Ihal morality is a (or
die condition) for happiness. Russell maintains Ihat happiness. Ihough nor
identical widl morality, is, as a rule. a necessary condition.

The diffICulty is that if happiness is a general id.a1 and necessary condition
for morality, and if it is not some dear and disnnct idea, then the situation is
problemM:~. For it is one dling 10offer the reader recipes for happiness, and ro
purport dlat a1llhat is claimed for diem is Ihat they have increased one's own
happiness." II is anodKr to maintain mal happiness is one of the major human
ends ~ weU u a necessary general condition for morality, and then proceed 10
offer *emingly different and unclear recipes. Thus, we have Ihe charge dlat
Russell', characterization is 100 rich, 100 loose. And die more complex
argument that becalllC of this looseness, because the nature of the goal is
unclear, happiness is leneraUy less attainable.

What I wish to suggesl is lhal dlis characlerization is deliberate in that
Russell believed dlat the available evidence indicaled Ihat his conception of
happiness aUows for dK maximum of growlh and the achievement of happiness
for die grearest number of penons. This poinl, Lthink, had ben be elaborated.

One of the most striking fearures of RusseU's aCCOUnlof happiness is his
belief that die word "happiness" can be correcdy used to denote a1masr any
kind or level of satisfaction and thaI "the greal practical importance of
psychology will come in giving ordinary men and women a mort jusl _plion
of whal constilUtes buman bappiness."'· For Ruuell, die central meta-question
is: What is a more jusl way of conceiving of die kind of life satisfactions we
wish 10subsume under dK name of happiness if we wish 10minimize suffering
and maximize dK major modes of life satisfaction?

Ruuell's answer. in bold ouwne, is as follows: Firsl, il must be a goallhal
enables men to fully lalle whal ordinary men mighl generally be expected 10
acbieve in life-healdl, love, interesting work, perhaps paremhood. Second,
die goal must be such u to provide for zest and die sense of accomplishmenl,
two fulUres that generally accompany earned success. This means that the wk
must be neidKr too diffK:ulr nor 100 euy. The price of aiming too high, of
having unrealistic expecralions. is necessary defeal and poindell frumations.
The price of aiming 100 low is boredom and Ihe emuculation of vi~r and
zeat." Hence, a just conception of happiness requires that man aim high



Page 4 Russell Society News, No. 50 May 1986

enough to allow for continual growth and the wting of the fullneSi of life. yet
low enough to avoid a general sense of futiliry.

To be more .pecific. When happinCSI is properly understood and is the end
that acrually motivate. men, men will desire the things heretofore mentioned.
This docs not imply a general standard for happineSl." Nor don it imply a
fIXedstandard.

All U.opiu, ••••• have hith.no been COOl."",.td art in.oI.rably dull. Any mao wirh any
fore. in him would rarhtr ~ve in 'Na world wirh all ill pudy honon. rhan in Plow',
R.public 0' amonl Swif.', Houyhnhn •••. The IIltn who •••••• U.opiu procttd upon •.
radically (abc Ulumption AIto what conautulft .,ood life. They conceive thai it b pouibJe
10 1maginr a certain stalC of lociety and • certain WIY of life which would be once and for
.U 1'ff00nizcd .,.000, and should then continue' for ever and ever. T~y do IlOl realize thai
much of the Irearcr pan of. man', bappineu ckprnds upon activity. and onJy I very.malI
remnant consul in puaivc cnjoyJMnr, Ewen dae paeuurn which do cOllliat Laenjoyment
are only Jarisfaclory. to mott men, wben they come in the intervals 01 activity. Social
reformers, like inventors of UtOpia. are apt to forsc, mil very obvious fact of human
nature .... Every viJOroUi man aeccb 101M lind of conlnt, 101M Knit of raiaaAf;c over-
cORlC,ill order to feci dw he iI c&crdliDJ bil flK'ultia.I'

Not only docs happiness require activiry. not only is it probably an
indispensable part of happincu to be without something one wants, but
"happiness, if it is to have any depth and solidariry. demands a life built round
some central purpose of a kind demanding continuous activiry II1IJpmrritli"g of
progrmiwly increasing SUCCCSl. ",.

An important illustration of this point occurs in his discussion of having a
so-called ideal income. Russell writcs.

it is DOC the amount of your income that makes you happy. but iu rate of ancrtAK. The man
who enjoys life is me man who, with habits adjUllcd to one Itandard of life. finds hioudf
conrinuaUy in a poairion '0 adnpa a wlbdy bip" IUndard. Tha. it why, on rh. ~hol e,
EaJland wu happy under QIotcn £liubttb. and Am.rica is "'ppy ••• h. p.-n. UIIlt."

Again.
TIle important questioo, in re,lrd to happinna ... is not tbe absolute amount of one's
iAcome. tMltiu aupDenwioa or dimiaution.

Ptrbapt a very rapid iAc•••••• by oI••rinl OM" habiu and 0'" lUCia!m~i.u, may not be
"WCCdler • IOUfCCof coaleDtlDent, but • continual rile of (say) ten percent, e\lery year 11
Iik.ly '0 brilll dK •••••••• poaaibI<"pp.-h '0 perfecr blisa.... Above all. h•. hu the
fedio. of twin, I •• ccafuI ••••••.aiDU ciKumJtancn adape. themIClva to hw wilhel. he
llCCjuim aa iIllllion of oouaipoIeeee, rhan which no.hing is mort d.tiprful."

As the passagcs wbich I have just cited show, Russell's treatment of the
qucstion concerning the attainabiliry of happiness is subde and diffen
signiflCandy from those who hold that happiness consisu in having prospered.
Russell concludes that feliciry consisa not in having prospered. but In pro'pmng.
That the best way to "attain" happiness is not to attempt to capture it, not to ~
completely successful, but to have a variery of ends. preferably ones rooted m
instinct which permit progressively increasing success. Since continuous growth
is an indispensable condition for happiness and since the happiness of each of us
depends upon the well·being of the whole of mankind. a conception of
happiness that proteca against r""'ediable suffering and allows for maximum
continuous growth and the achievement of life satisfactions for the greatest
number is the most jusl and nearly correct view. .

TREASURER DENNIS DARLAND'S REPORT

(4) For the quarter ending 3/31/86

Bank balance on hand (12/31/85) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••• ••226.38

Income: 12 New members •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• .222.50
148 Renewals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4158.37

total dues ••••••• 4380.87
Contributions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 117.00
Library sales and rentals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 54•75
Misc ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 19.00

total income ••••• 4571.62 ••••••••••••• 4571.62
4798.00

Expenditures: Membership and Information Committees •••••••••••• 1190.39
Library expense ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.59
Subscriptions to "Russell" •••••••••••••••••••••••• OOO.OO
Misc ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 16.69

total spent •••••• 1210.67 ••••••••••••• 1210.67
3587.33

Less: last quarter's liability paid off ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·~ 373.21

Bank balance on hand 3/31/86 ••••••••••••••••• :•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3214.12

BRS CCMMITI'EES

(5) New Science Committee Chairman has been appointed by Chairman Harry Ruja , He is William K. Fielding, who can
be reached at PO Box 218, Ware, MA 01082, or 413-967-4479. This is what we said about him as a candidate for
Director last year. During \'Mll he was a shipyard layout man, job-instructor, and shipfitter: after \'MIl, a
draftsman, engineering aide, and land-surveyor. Studied electronics, became Master Technician, ran awn sales
and repair business for 20 years. Retired in 1980. NCM taking college courses. Mensa member. He'd like to
hear what your scientifiic interests are.
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BYBERTRAND RUSSEIL

(6) BRon 'China,1951, in Saturday Review (8/4/51) and saturday Review Reader (NY: Bantam Books, 1953), pp. 119-
121, with thanks to 'IOMSTANLEY:

BERTRAND RUSSELL
R"..u /_ tXJIIfiJmI "",,l1li andMI, --we

IINl ••• ~ IIIill ••• '
belll/W ~

THEIlE Is a peaem tbat IWII tbrOap die bIatmy of
QIDa from the fOUDCladoaof the 0IiDeae Empire to the

,..ent day. n.1DIID wbo _ caUedthe "Pint Bmperor "
Shih HUaD. on. _ IIIlt UIIIlb a mocIcra Communiat. tie
abollabed die feudaliyUm. a thiDl wbicb bad to be done
apia by ftrioua aubleqaeat emperora; be ••• bllabed • aort
til mWlUJ autoeney; be pcofOUDdlyclinpproved of the
lI'Iditioaal cuIt\n of Cbiu, wbic:h,.-p it 1aIted lllltil
1911, appeared JllClribaDd•••• be ...-led the dire- lit
121 B.C.; be penec:aIed die Ilten1i, who __ the apoatlee
til lhia IDCieDtc:uJlun, IDd be bumed the boob with tbe
uceptiOD of audl tbal dealt widl mediciDeor ape:uttllle;
be built the.eutenI part of die Oreal Will aad attempted
to tranifono bil ~uy UIto a roup IIIiIilariIticltllte, in-
atead of the urbaDe IDd cultured IOdcty produced by the
Coafu~iaM. NotbiD. of biI wart luniwd CI'lCpt the politi-
cal unificatioa of CbinL . .

Whea be died the literati crept out of Ibeir retrab and
••• bUlbed themiet.. at the court of •• -. whom they ,
penuadod to abcIlcaIeby variouIlII •••• lDIIIIUWft.On ;
• pat ••••• CIllCIiIica •••• all tba •••••••• __ npected-

to ·appoar ODpraocin, cbaracn one of them lnsteed ap-
peared OGa camol. Tho )IOUIIIEmperor turned to the men
arolllld bim IlId .aid, "Why i. he ODa camel?" "Camel,
~our majclty?" fhcyreplicd in pretended bewilderment.
We aee DO camel" The more be protested the more they

abooIt their heada. At laat they tapped .their foreheads and
looked at eacb other with aignificant glancea. After a few
lucb iDcidenta be became ponuaded of his own insanity.
The boob were brought from their biding places, and the
reip of traditiooal ac:boIanbip wu reatored, to laat for
_ 2,000 yean.

1be lublequcnt history of China baa consisted of a series
of dyuutiel, each founded by • Itron, man who put an end
to a period of anarchy, each gradually becoming degener-
ate aad givin, pllM:eto aoaw time of diaorder. Exactly the
III1lO pauom it beiDa repeated ill our own day. The
Manchu dyuaaly after a ,Iorioua beginning fell gradually
lower aad lower aad wu overthrown ill 1911. From that
time OGWardthue wu the uaual period at anarchy. But
DOW tile new .troD, man, Mao TIC-lunlt is founding the
new dynaaty. Inaofar as be reliCmblcathe Fint Emperor it
it likely that his .UCCCIIOrwill sutler a fate IimUar to that

01.the Fint Eillporor'l IOD~ I find it quite impossible to
balilve tbalao akcptical aDdraUonal a race aa the Chinese
will Ioq CODtinUOto .ubmit to a foreign dogmatic ortho-
dolLy.~aet tbIDir.ubmiaaiODto the llUISian ideology is to
be repntocl u a temporary measure ill punuit of the age-
Ioaa-IeIiIItaIICOto foreign iDfIueDceawhicb baa been char-
Ktoriatic at ChiDa. It may aIao be regarded u the renewal
of the Boxer robeIIiooill 1900, which wu a movement of
proteII&apiIIIt the "foreign devill," u .white..men were
called. Por the -' the Cbi.neIo feel tha1 in alliance
with IlUIIia the)' can bold their own apinst tho Weat. But
if lluaaia mabI aD)' acrioua llltempt to treat China as a
II&IIIlIe1bDaaai-lanip puaioaa of the Cbineaowill be very
quickly aroused"and their Communism will be seen to be
nothing but a.veneer.

The Chinese have. it is true, twice submitted to alien
conquerors: once in the time of the Mongols in the thir-
teenth century, and once again when the Manchus con-
quered China in the seventeenth century. But in each case
the conquerors very quickly became assimilated and loon
were more Chinese than the Chinese themselves. I find no
d~fficultyin im:,gining a dour Russian coming from his
dia~al steppea IOtathe lovely land of China lind gradually
h~vlRgthe hardness melted out of him, discovering at first
~th horror, but at last with acquiescent pleasure, tbat there
IS. something to be said for civilization and tradition aDd
tbat possibly there is more in the ancient wisdom th~t the
Chinese have accumulated through the ages than in the raw
shrillness of an ill-tempered German exile. The Chinese are
persuasive and insinuating to a quite extraordinary degree.
They have their fierce moods: they are having a fierce
mood at this moment. But their fierce moods pass. as they
did when the First Emperor died. For my part, II0Yed the
Chinese when I lived among them. lind I cannot bring my-
IIClfto believe that all these wonderful qualities that they
derive from a tradition of civilization far longer than any
known in Europe will disappear Iorever in obedience to the
brutal doctrines of Moscow.

Great nations do not remain mad forever--except in-
deed the Russians, .whowere already mad under Ivan the
Terrible and have remained so.

BIll e Chinese are not like this, At most time. they are
sane .'C~ wise, and I think there isevery reason to hope that
their present mood will not last. II is of course necessary to
take account of it so long as it persists. But I feel sure the
day will come when they will disappoint the Russians by
their sanity. And I think we ought to keep our minds open
for signs 0( this change of mood.

(7) BR on Comets, with praise for Halley, from In Praise of Idleness (NY: Barnes I> Noble, Inc. ,1962). Our thanks
to HARRYRUJA:

1. I werea comet, I shouldconsiderthe men of our present age
a degeneratebreed.

.1'- 10 f9nner timea, the respect for comelJ was univenal and
profound.Oneof them foreshadowedthe drath ofCaesar;another
wasregardedu indicatingthe approachingdeath of the Emperor
Vespasian.He bimseIfwasa strong-mindedman, and maintained
that the comet must have lOmeother aigni1icance,aince it was
hairy and he wasbald; but therewere-fewwho.bared this extreme
of ntionaliam. The Venerable Bode laid that 'CODletJportend
revolutioDlof kingdoms,pestilence,war, windt, or heat'. J000
KnOltregarded comets u ~denCCl of divine anger, and other
Scottish Pr9testants thought them 'a warning to the King to
extirpatethe Papislll'.

America,and eapeciallyNew England, camein for a due shll'e
of comellly attention. 10 16S:la comet appeared just at the
~ment wben the eminentMr Cotton fell ill, and disappearedat
his death. Only ten yean later, the wickedinbabitanu of Boston
werewarnedby a ncw!=Ometto abstainfrom 'voluptuousnessand

abuse of the goodacaturcs of God by licentiousnessill drinking
and fashionaill apparel'. Increase Mather, the eminent divine,
co~crcd that cometsand eclipseshad portended the deaths of
PrClldentsof Harvard and Colonial Governors, and instructed
his ftockto pny to the Lord that be would not 'take awayltars
and ICIldcometsto succeedthem'.

All this superstitionwas gradually dispelled by Halley's dis-
coverythat one comet, .t least,went round the sun in an orderly
ellipse, just like a sensible planet, and by Newton's proof that
cometsobey the law of gravitation.For some time, Professors in
the more old-fashioneduniversitieswere forbidden to mention
these discoveries,but in the long run the truth could not be
concealed. .

In our day, it is difficultto imaginea worldill whicheverybody,
high and low, educated and uneducated, was preoccupied with
cometa,and filledwith terror wbeneverone appeared.Most of us
have never seen a comet. I have seen two, but they were fll' less
impressive than I had expected them to be. The cause of the
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change in our attitude ia Dot merely ratioll&1iam,but artificial
lighting. In the atreets of a modem city the night sky ia inviaiblc;
in rural districts, we move in cars with bright headlights. We hoc
blotted out the hcavCDJ,aDd only a few acicntiats tcmain aware r4
stan aDd planets, mcteoritea aDdc:omct8. The world of our daily life

ia moce mao-1DIIde than at any pterioua epoch. ID thia there ia loaa
• wdl. gain: Man, in the security ofhia dominion, ia bec:ominI
trivial, 1ltOtpDt, aDd a little mad. But 1 do Dot think a comet would
DOWproduce the who1csomc moral effect which it produced in
Boston in 1662; a aaongcr mcdiciDe would DOW be nccdcd.

(8) Bertrand Russell
On God and Religion
edited by AI Seckel

Al Seckel's newbook,
as described here------------->

Bertrand Russell was without doubt ona 01tha moat producllva
and brilliant thinkers and wrltars of the twentieth century. Th.
rang. 01 his critical inquiry Is without parallal In contalYlporary
Western cullur •. During his long Iilellm. (1872-1970) h. was
th. recipient of countless awards for excellence, 1r~ludi"ll tha
Nob.1 Prize lor IIte,ature, which h. won In 19110.

from the outset 01his career, Russ.1I strug&1edto up,oat and
expose the r.mnants (ll Puritanism's amphaaia upon guln. ain
and moral condemnation.

S.rltand Russ.1I On God and R.lIglon Is an uhaUatlve compi-
lation of Russell's b.st .ssays on r.llglon, Ir•• thoughl, and
rationalism. AI Seck.1 has rescued many 01 R_lr. wrillngs
Irom obscure pamphl.ts, chapte•• buried In booIla.and trom out-
or-print p.riodicals. Th. assays In this book demonslrala Iha lull
rang. of Russell's Ihinking on the lubiecl 01r.ligion, which h.
defined as "as set 01 beliefs h.ld as dogmas, dominatl"ll Ih.
conduct of life, going b.yond or conlrary 10evidence•• nd Incu~
cated by methods which ar•• mollonal or aulhorltarian, not
Int.lI.ctual."

Table 01 Contents: "The Life and Wisdom 01 Bertrand Ru_lI"
by AI Seckel; (Part I) "My Religiou. Remlnl_nce.," "flrat
Ellorts," "Why I am Not a Chrisllan," "Whal Is an Agnosllc?"
••Am I an Atheist or an Agnostic?" "Th. fallh 01 a Rationalist."
(Part tI) "The Essence01 Religion," "Religion and th. CIIurcnaa."
"A Dabate on the Existence 01God," "What Ia the Soul?" "Mind
and Ma"er in Modern SCience." (Part 1I1)"ScIancaand Religion,"
"Cosmic Purpose." (Part II/) "An Outline ollnt.lI.etu&! Rubbisll,"
"The Value of freethought," "Sin," "AI. Iha World's Troubles
Du. to Decay 01 failh?" "Id.as that Hav. Harmed Manklnd,"
"Ideaa that Have Helped Mankind" (Part I/) "Mahatma Gandhi:
"The Theologien's Nightmar.... Nam. and Subiect Index.

BERTRANDRUSSELL
on

God and Religion

(
~- "

- ~...... , t-;..

~,• __ N_

345 pages
ISBN 0-87975-323-4 Paper $12.95 ).._ •• i.'.'._'I11111"1_'_'_'_il"iil'\e.o~",\1. "

Enclosad pleasa lind S14.95 par copy (to cover shipping and I
Handling) for copi•• 01 Bertrand RU8N1I on God
and Religion. Mak. checks payable to: AI Seckel I

i

STREET I
CITY STATI:..E ZIP_' -- ~

NAME _

• Plaase sand check or money order to AI Seckel P.O. Box
••• 7000-39, Redondo B.ach, CA 90277. Author will personally
F aulograph copies.
•• ,••~-.-.-.- ••••, ••• -.IIJoI•• ~ ••••••••• ~ •.•~

ABOUT BR'S WRITINGS

(9) Aldous Huxley, on "The Relevance of Style"; a chapter in "Bertrand Russell: Philosopher of the Century", ed ,
SChoenman(Boston: Little, Brown,1967pp. 91-94):

ideas. and il is en~orccd (In the Dame. needless 10 say. of Truth.
jusuce aDd Morality) by policemen .. Economic censorship is a
rel~clance ~o commumcate unpopular ideas evoked in the minds of
wnlC':5' editors, publishers. producers of plays and films by th
exorbitantly high and rising costs of communication .• SlYlisti~

The Relevance of Style
There are three kinds of censorship-political, economic and stylistic.
Political censorship is a prohibition 10 communicate unorthodox
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censorship is the inability to communicate anything adequately, and
is due to the "communicator's misuse of his native language.

About economic censorship there is nothing much that any single
individualean do. That no serious periodical can now be printed
and circulated witboutthe assistance of an 'angel', that the publishers
of books cannot break even on a sale of less than six or seven
thousand copies, that to put on a play now calls for a massive
investment of capital-these are facts which the philosopher can

, only deplore, not hope to change. But in regard to political and
stylistic censorship the case is different. If he has bad the luck to be
born into a democratic society, he is free to argue the case for yet
greater freedom. And even under a totalitarian dictatorship he
retains a measure of stylistic freedom, and can say whatever he is
permitted to say with precision and clarity.

By precept and in luminous practice, Bertrand Russell has fought
unwearyingly against political and stylistic censorship. 'I should make
it my object', he ,saysin his 'Essay on Education in Early Childhood',
'to teach thinking, not orthodoxy, or even heterodoxy. And) should
absolutely never sacrifice intellect to the fancied interest of 'morals.'
And here is what he bas to say about one of those orthodoxies, which
the censors impose and which any honest philosopher must refuse
10 teacb-the twentieth~ntury orthodoxy of Communism. 'In
relation to any political doctrine there arc two questions to be asked:
(I) Are its theoretical tenets true? (2) Is ill practical policy likely to
increase human happiness? For my part, I think the theoretical
tenets of Communism arc false, and I think its practical maxims
are such u to produce an immeasurable increliC of hUIJIaD
inisery.'

These dear, plain sentences are doubly liberating. They state the
case for humane and realistic thinking apinst political censor-
ship, and at the same time they (Jf't the denial of stylistic censor-

ship.Rationality and the common. decencies have many enemies, and
among those enemies must be counted, alas, all those would-be
friend's whose studied ineptitude imposes a stylistic censorship on
the communication of their often excellent ideas. For those who care
for the art of literature, and even for those who merely desire to be
instructed, there are few experiences more depressing than the
perusal of a learned, journal. Natural scientists, social scientists,
psychologists and even, philosophers-how rarely do we find in their
ranks a competent writer! Most of them censor their own produc-
tions by a style so abominable tbat they can hardly be read. Their
grammar is bad, their syntax even worse than their grammar. To a
wretchedly poor vocabulary they add, along with the indispensable
tecbnical terms of which every specialist feels the need, a heavy
infusion of jargon and entirely superfluous neologisms. Jargon and
neologisms obscure the sense of what is being said; but for the
learned men who indulge in them, this does not matter. What
matters, so far as they are concerned, is that jargon and neologisms
constitute a private, esoteric language that sets them apart from the
common herd of those who merely speak English. Better stiU, jargon
and neologisms may foster, in the bewildered reader's mind, the
illusion that some thought ohxceptional profundity and importance
is being expressed.

Eighty years ago my grandfather was lamenting the fact that
students of literature were being made to spend less time on the
great eighteenth century masters of style than on earlier authors
whose sole merit was the merely historical one of having written in
Middle English. More familiar with Hoceleve than with Swift or
Hume or Berkeley, these students of Middle English were capable
of writing only middling English. Today the middling English of
last century's learned writing has become the abysmal English of
the text books and the specialists' journals. The decline cannot be

attributed to an excess of medieval scholarship. The neologists and
the jargon-mongers have not been bemused by too much learning in
an irrelevant field; they are merely following a bad convention,
merely imitating and hideously improving upon earlier neologists

and jarlon-monlers. Other models exist, of course; but the wish to
seem profounder than they really are, the desire to be looked upon
as the possessors of esoteric knowledge not available to the rest of
us and expressible only in a private language known to a fe:""
initiates, overrides any desire for literary excellence or even plain
OOJIIprchensibility. They continue to model themselves. DOton Swift
or Hume or that put continuator and ~ber of the eighteenth-
_tufY tradition of dear and precise communication, Bertrand
jlussell, but OD Professor X's monumental Introduction to Social
SociololY' on Dr Y's latest paper ill contributiOn to the Journal of
Somethins-or-other.

After an enforced diet of Introduction to C1inieal Economics,
Dr Y's latest Contribution to the Journal of Animal Metaphysics,
after an enforced diet of Textbook, sociololY and psychological
abstracts, what a blessed relief it is to read what Bertrand Russell
/JaS to say about politics, or psychololY, or the conduct of life, or
Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech! No jargon, not a single treologism.
Nothing but plain English. There is no hiding behind obscurities,
DO pretending that the subject is understandable only by specialists
and can be talked about only in a private language. Everything is
perfectly clear and above-board. Of German scholars Bentley used
to say tbat they dived deeper and came up muddier than any others.
Bertrand Russell dives deep, but comes up every time as clean as a
whistle. Here, for example, is a passage from his Nobel Prize
Acceptance Speech:

'If men were actuated by self-interest, which they are not except
in the case of a few saints-e-the whole human race would co-operate.
There would be no more wars, no more armies, no more navies,
no more atom bombs. There would be no armies of propagandists
employed in poisoning the minds of Nation A against Nation B,
and reciprocally of Nation B against Nation A. There would not be
armies of officials at frontiers to prevent the entry of foreign books
and foreign ideas, however excellent in themselves .... All this would
happen very quickly if men desired their own bappiness as ardently
as they desire the misery of their neighbours. But, you will tell me,
what is the use of these Utopian dreams? Moralists will see to it
that we do not become wholly selfish, and until we do, the millen-
nium will be impossible.

'I do not wish to end upon a note of cynicism, I do not deny that
there are better things tban selfishness, and that some people achieve
these things. I maintain, however, on the one hand that there are
few occasions upon which large bodies of men, such as politics
is concerned with, can rise above selfishness, while, on the other
hand, there are a great many circumstances in which populations
will fall below selfishness, if selfishness is interpreted as enlightened
self-interest. And among the occasions on which people fall below
self.interest are most of the occasions on which they are convinced
that they are ectinl from idealistic motives. Much that passes for
idealism is diquiscd batrod and diquisod love of power.'

It would be easy, fatally easy, ~exprcss these ideas in words and
whole pIIraacS borrowed from Freud and Pavlov, frum Skinner,
Scrom, the Cybcrncticists, and worked up, with a few ocologisms,
illto a Dotable passaae of Icamed jargon, a darkling hodle-podge,
repellent and almost incomprehensible. But ill this case the man who
made the analysis and bad the ideas was never tempted to become
their stylistic censor. The philosopher is also a writer, the humanistic
psychologist and social scieDtist knpws English. How fortunate for

U$!

AOOUT BERTRAND RUSSELL

,10) The~ou-name'-it. Wehad the radio on,
talk~ng bUt we weren I t listening,

late one evening, during the 1984 Presidential <:arrpaign, and a man was

He caught our attention when we
Russell."

heard him say " ••• the most, evi 1 man of the Twentieth Century was Bertrand
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'IWeturned on our tape recorder. Later on we learned that we had been listening to Lyndon LaRouche. Here is a
bit of it:

••• it's been a policy which Russell published in the OCtober 1946 issue of the Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists. In that article, Russell made 2 points. First, Russell insisted that the nations, including the
United States, rust give up their national sovereignty. He demanded that a world government agency, with a
monopoly of possession and use of nuclear arsenals, be established. second, Russell proposed that if the
Soviet Union refused to submit to the agreements to establish such a world government agency, that the
United States and Britain must conduct preventive nuclear war against Russia. This war should begin as soon
as the Anglo--Americanshave sufficient arsenals of nuclear weapons to destroy the Soviet non-nuclear forces,
and should occur before the Russians began to develop nuclear arsenals of their aYn. This preventive nuclear
war pol Ley of Russell's was adopted by the United States and Britain and remained in effect till the middle
or late 1950s.

Russell began developing a second version of this strategic doctrine shortly after the death of Joseph
Stalin, at the point the Russians were already building up an arsenal of fission weapons and had constructed
a prototype of an H-boIltJ. Russell conmirucated messages to the new leaders in MosCC1Noffering to cooperate
with Moscow in setting up a world-wide errpire, of which the Eastern part would be ruled by the Russian
Empire, and the western part some sort of World Federalists Dictatorship ruled over by the wealthy financial
families of such places as NewYork, Boston, London and Switzerland.

Md>eorge Bundy,Robert MacNamara,MaxwellTaylor, and Bundy's nasty-terrpered National Security Counsellor,
Henry Kissinger, among others, slipped Russell's agreements with Krushchev into the Kennedy
Administrations's policies.

Since the late 1950s, for rrore than 25 years, Henry Kissinger has been one of the leading Soviet moles,
working .instde the policy-making processes of our government, working to help Moscowin keeping the United,
States in submission to those Pugwash agreements announced by Szilard in 1958.

To understand fully the policies of Kissinger and his kind, we must look at a second feature of the policies
of such evil men as Bertrand Russell, H.G. wells, and the [undecipherable) leader, Alastair Crowley, three
men who did more to destroy the United States from within, with the help of the late Robert M. Hutchins,
than perhaps anyone else. To understand the motives behind Russell's proposals to Khrushchev, one must know
the bare facts about Russell's long-term utopian policies.

The essence of Bertrand Russell's purpose for the entire extent of his satanic adult life was the
destruction of rrodern civilization and the creation of a miserable condition of feudalistic society to be
ruled by the Anglo-Saxon race. Russell intended this to be a form of Utopia which was to be established by
massive genocide against the darker skinned populations of the world, including such sections of humanity
as those of Arab, Turkish, Greek, Italian and Spanish ethnic origins.

The preceding program was paid for by the LaRouche Carrpaign.

Like it?

BR's article in The Bulletin of the Atomic Sciientists (OCtober 1946), referred to above,can be found in its
entirety in RSN45-5. It's worth re-reading.

BRQUCYI'ED

(11) Romantic Love, A chapter titled "Love and Romance," in the book, "Intimate Relationships, Marriage, and
Family", by James C. Coleman and others (Indianap.)lis: Bobbs-Merrill Educational Publishing), starts off
with the following quotation:

I believe myself that romantic love is the source of the most intense delights that life has to offer. In
the relation of a man and a womanwho love each other with passion and imagination and tenderness, there
is something of inestimable value, to be ignorant of which is a great misfortune to any humanbeing.

Our thanks to JIM t-KWILLIAMS.

(12) On thinking. From the Los Angeles Times Book Review (2/2/86,p.14):

Most people would die sooner than think -- in fact, they do.

Thank you,OOBDAVIS.
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BRASSESSED

\ 13) Obituary in the Hindustani Times, 4 Feb 70, with thanks to HARRYRUJA:

-'Advocate
'of Indian
freedom'

Fonner Prelldlllt RadhU:rlah-
DlIDcieacrlbeclRuueU u a aeJl1ua
.who louaht opprellion .Dd war.

SaJnYUkta Socla1ll\ PartY ae•••-
ral MCretar1 Gear.., FU1WId•••
In mouroln& him •• ~oDe of the
areateat champlooa of individual
Uberty," said he had erred In hili

. understaDdln& of the SlDO-lDdiaDI coDfUct.. The proeeediD.. of the inlier
natioDal _!Dar OIl Gandhi 10
Ne.. Delhl helaD tDdaJ with e
\WO-mlnuta IlleIlCtlto Par bol_'
to~':d~lwlJlller of the
Nobel PrIu lor pe.ce, be'eD.~
.ddre.. wllb • tribute to _.

R~U. AlI-lDdla ·Pe... Co.-D
.nd lb. lDdlaD AuocI.tloD lor
Afro-Aalan Solldar",. "eyed ~~ •
'ae to the memo.,. of Be•••.•••••
Ru_U.'

Mr C. Roluopalecharl aald: "It
I. • ma1ter for world arlef that
Bertrand Ru" •.11"'hall n•• ..ed out

Of the world ot lIvin••••• t m ••••
tn many matten.. there ••• DO
equal to htm.-

. . Ne•• Deihl. Feb. a (UNI, PTIl-
lDdl. locl., jolDed lbe world 1D
moumlna for Bertrand au-u.
the Brl1lJh phlloaophar.

Prim. M1D1Iter lDdlra GaDdIIJ.I,,· a ala...... from Lucknow, •• -
caUed \hat RuueU wu ~a
~n~n':.~~ ~ d.~de&.~==
aw., ODe of the' •••• teat phlloeo-
phen' aDd rebela of hlato.,..-

The We.t !lenlIal Auembb', 10
a rare a"lure. adjourned earl,. 10
hom... to RualeU. The adJoUrn-
'menl, oou&ht by a Manlla _-
ber, w.. auppol1ed b7 ~ ••••
Cooare" IedU Slddharta lIaDIru
RaJ.

(14) Obituary in the Daily Mail, FreetCMl'l, Sierra Leone. (4 Feb 1970, p, 12), again thanks to HARRYRUJA:

Philosopher Bertrand Russell dies

Left io'wi!ll1ers, pacifists, and intellectuals around the \<K)rldyesterday JOOurnedIDrd Bertrand Russell,
r>. the Bntish philosopher, I1'athematician and peace c~igner who died at his North Wales home ~ 97

In NewYork, Ralph scnoeman, Bertrand Russell's former secretary, described the late Nobel Prize winner as "a
good, kindly, generous and sweet man;" schoersran, who \<K)rkedwith Russell from 1960 until the American was
banned from Britain in 1967,said in a statement from his home in Pennington, NewJersey:

I have been devoted to Bertrand Russell and for seven years had the JOOstintil1'ate and trusted relationship
possible between t\<K)people. He was a good, kindly, generous and sweet man and his loss is for me intensely
personal.

scboeruran, 34, is J'lCMdirector of the American Foundation for Social Justice and is connected with a group
called Studies in the Third WOrld.

In Tokyo, Japanese civil liberties lawyer, Kouji Morikawa, said Lord Russell was a man "who fought for peace
and jystice with energy which had no equal even in a youth."

In Melbourne, Mr. Robert Hawke, President of the Australian Council of Trade Unions, said: "Bertrand Russell
has been a massive figure in the affairs of Il'ankind this century. He will be remenilered not only for his
cOntributions' in the'wide range of intellectual disciplines but also for what he brought to the practical
issues confronting liis fellCiWmen, including. the overwhelmingly ill{JOrtant question of international peace ••• "

In Canberra, Professor J. A. PassJOOre, Head of the Department of Philosophy in the Australian National
University's Research School of Social SCiences, said Bertrand Russell had substantially created the new
subject of mathenat.Lcal logic.

THEBflSAWARD

(15) People for the American Way < has been chosen for the 1986 Bertrand Russell Society Award. The 2-page press
release (next page) provides some details.

,r'
This. is the ~irst time that an organization rather than an individual has been the recipient •

. 'People for-the American Waywill be represented at the June 21st BRSmeeting (evening session) by its
President, Anthony T. Podesta, who will receive the Award plaque and give an address.
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lee Eisler,VP/lnfOt'Mtion
TheBertrand_II S<x:1ety.lnC.
III 1. _ 409
eooperollur9.FA11036
21!;-346-7687

For reI ••••
Juno 7.1986

The1986-..trand _II S<x:1ety_ hu. _ to '-'Pie far thIi ~lean

ay - the ar<JM1zaUcnfClllllllollby TVPrabler -. 1Mr to COIIllatthe

effarta of r19ht w1r4reU910ua_liatll to ctI1p_ .t ClOIWt1tut1C1n-

.l1y __ ~1can llllert1al. IIertnnd •••• 11WDII1d'- ~.

The_ pl_.-, "rw _1n9 and_1n9 the <>.InWIt: crq> of .il-

~ted .~ of -.-1can •••.•lity ard culture •••..., v1all to 1.-e

the1r vi-. e>nthe •.••t of ••• ..., <10__ ~ ••

'-'PIa for the _1can ay (FMilhu -. cU;,." in a ~ of •••••• , all

related to !luie _lean f'-. Only. f•• of ita _ cUv1t1M can be

...uen.s here.

FNIIledthe _iUcn to HorbertE. El!1nlJoco<l• ..., •••• leted to .,...,

fader.l jllll1clel cerd14atee. E1l1nlJoco<l'.QlrloUAn_llot ..-:t-
_ tllIlt he did _ under__ t 10_ by _.tie>n of 'c:b1rcIland

.tato. TheIlMganA4Illln1.tr.tiCll_ plana to llCllI1natoE111J'91Dcd.

F. helpedc:nata the eli.-to in Wlic:ncaUfornia'. ~ of fJllucation

rej_ 24 ec1ence~ far _ly ~te trea_t of """IUtiCXl.

AIdto """" haw w __ oII1p hu _. _.- • ecore of -- in

ClI'dI.MrycirculAtion tllIlt - in particular .-.dti •• - hoW-. .-wed

Ina 1d1<lOla.fr<a lUlnriM. or pj>licly 1lUn8I.TalIaylID _I _10lJY of

litarlltlln ~ tho ar1g1ne3~ _en of _ ..., Juliet·.

_ .......-s in getting a1rt1aIten'48 TVatati •••• - ~ the ~

Doctrine_ in _ to nply to .r.I •• 11'• .....,.l1ed ·rel1gl.clua·I:lroIIlIcutain

qpt of SClUthAfrica.

PM!hu -. called ·the aca.irge of the' _.. (lIuh1ngtoft-I. an! ·the

cnly _ tllIlt 10 tM1n; the -..J811ata to talk· .- lerk ~I. It i.

~ ~ Qlrlotlan1ty, it 10!s the 11bartlMguar_ by tho _iean

ClDnlIUt\It.i.a\. A 2OOf~ ~zation, ita Qul.inm\, JaN\ BuchIanAn,18

an crda1nOllSCUtbemIIapt1atII1n1atEard fenor ••••••lic:en~ fl'<lOl

~, ita __ • l\ntIlllIU'T._to. 10• forar Juat1ca ~

~. political ec:1anca_. an! DireCt« of JdII1aai•••• at Ilarat

0011_ of the liIICnlll-.rt (JMe roreat. ILl.

The~ _11 S<x:ietYi •• "'-"Y of _rer. of Bertrand__ 11

11872-19701.1"'lie1anlpul~. _101 refoner. Ilcbel~to. and

pca-.or of •••• of tho .-inal II1n<lIof thi. century. A..-.- of Society

-... .••• prafe.a1cnel pul~" but .,.t _. ara not. _lIhlp 1.

opento' __ intareete<l in __ 11. For lnforMtien. wrlto ,FNII.II) 1. '-

409.Cccpanburq. FA18036.

CN NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

(16)
Warnke tells it like it is. The COIMIitteefor National Security held a meeting in Washington, OC, on February
19, 1986. The proceedings were televised by c-span, and we stumbled onto it by chance. Paul Warnke, Chairman
of the Corrmittee, explained whywe do not have a Comprehensive Test Ban (crB). ,

There are reported reasons for not going for a Comprehensive Test &m but they are not adequate to explain
'our reluctan~e to kick.the habit. I think basically it is an addiction.

we've come near the brink of giving it up a couple of times Put have aiwciys backed off. We came fairly close
actually in 1963-64. we came very close in the early part of the Carter Administration, and the reason
basically for not going ahead with it had nothing to do with verification, had nothing to do with the
question of confidence in the reliability of the [weaponsl.

It's really a question of your security theory. As Dr. Sykes has pointed out, there is a school of thought
that says we're better off going it alone, and that is the prevailing' doctrine in the Reagan
Administration. It always has been. It is expressed nost, articulately by secretary of Defense weinberger,
who said in a recent speech,"we ought to abandon the previous reliance on arms control deterrence and secure
our freedom from mutual vulnerability regardless of Soviet activities." So if you feel that you can,in fact,
go it alone, then obviously you are not going to forego nuclear weapons tests.

But as I ,say, we have come fairly close in the past. It is quite clear that we can get a Comprehensive Test
Ban ie"we want, it.· Whenwe renewed the' negotiations in June of 1977, I had 4 bas ic points that .I was
directed to include in any treaty:

One was,. there Wouldbe no exceptions for .peaceful nuclear, explosions. The second was, the on-site
.inspection of suspicious seismic events. The third was, we wanted to have American seismic equipment
on sOViet ....territory, and of course would accept Soviet seismic equipment on our territory;. ,.and the
British would do the same'. And the fourth one was, that the treaty 'lpuldbe one of fl1defini1:e
duration. we did not want to have a guillotine clause. The Soviets wanted to have a treaty of quite a
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fixed and fairly narrow limit because they wanted to bring in the Chinese and the French as well as the
British and the United States.

By the end of 1977 the Soviet Union had agreed to all 4 of these points. We had agreed that the treaty would
be of an indefinite duration. There would not be an exception for peaceful nuclear explosion, unless both
sides agreed on some sort of a protocol that would permit it. They would accept American seismic equipment
in "black boxes" on their territory. And they would give us on-site inspection.
we looked at that. We figured we were on the brink of getting a Corrprehensive Test Ban, and we backed off.
We backed off first of all with regard to indefinite duration. I had to go back to the Soviets and
say,"Although you've now agreed to our position on indefinite duration, I now want it limited to 5 years."
They accepted 5 years. I came back a couple of weeks later and said, "we could accept 3." And they began to
wonder whether we were serious, and I began to wonder whether we were serious too.
Well, what were the reasons? They were basically political, certainly not scientific. Politically, it was
thought in the Carter Administration that we could not overload the circuits; • that if we pushed ahead and
completed a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty in 1978, that that might make it more difficult to get the Salt II
Treaty through the Congress. And that therefore let us slow dawn the negotiations. And slow them dawn we
did. They slowed to a crawl and then of course disappeared entirely at the beginning of the Reagan
Administration.
The Reagan Administration has been entirely consistent in their position. In almost a paraphrase of St.
Augustine's staterrent, which Dr. Garwin quoted earlier ["Dear God, make rrechaste, but not now."] Gene
Rostow very early in the Administration went to the Multinational DisarmarrentConference and said that
conditions were not now propitious for this worthy project, and that therefore we had decided not to pursue
al Comprehensive Test Ban at that point. It was pointed out by some of the other countries that this was
inconsistent with our commitrrent in the Limited Test Ban Treaty, under which we undertook to pursue a total
end to all nuclear explosions for all tirre, and a similar ~~itrrent in Article 6 of the Non-Proliferation
Treaty. But nonetheless, we have abandoned this corrrnitrrent,and the Reagan Administration now says we need
to test as long as we need nuclear weapons for deterrence. well, since we will need nuclear weapons for
deterrence during my lifetirre, and the lifetime of everybody in this room, what that means is, no
Comprehensive Test Ban. I think it's a mistake, but a think it's quite clear that this is the position of
the Administration.
The question is, whether there is enough popular sentiment in favor of the Comprehensive Test Ban to change
that position. [That will bel extraordinarily difficult to do. There is the feeling on the part of certainly
the civilians in the Defense Departrrent that arms control is a very, very weak reed in deed, and that we are
much better off going ahead with our various offensive and defensive weapons.
We can't have it both ways. We'll either have arms control or we have an unrestricted nuclear arms race. The
theory of some is 'that we would win an unrestricted nuclear arms race because of our superior resources and
superior tecnno.loqy, that somehow we could spend the Soviets into submission. It's a nice theory. I don't
know anybody who knows anything about the Soviet Union or about its leadership that believes it has any
plausibility at all. If we go ahead, they'll go ahead. And the question is, will we be better off or worse
off. I I know where I come out. It's not where the Reagan Administration does.

* * * * * * '" * *
Paul Warnke was forrrerlyChief Negotiator on the Tri-Lateral Commission on a Comprehensive Test Ban, and is
now Chairman of the Committee for National Security (2000 P Street, N.W., washington, OC 20036), which offers
information on CTB.

The Switch, according to Flora Lewis in the New York TirresReview of the week (2/23/86,E21). Here is the gist
of wnat she said:
According to Flora Lewis, the Reagan people first resisted a ban on nuclear testiny because, they said, they
could not -- without on-site inspection -- verify that the Russians were not cheating. They ignored the fact
that the Russians had agreed to on-site inspection as long ago as 1977, according to Warnke.
When Gorbachev told the 40-Nation Disarmament Conference in Geneva that Russia is agreeable to on-site
inspection,the Reagan people ,switched their story. NaN they say we must continue testing as long as we have to
rely on nuclear deterrence, rreaning until Star wars provides an impenetrable shield against nuclear weapons.
[Ha! Ha!]

Q: But why ~ontinue testing?
A: Because we have to know if the weapons are still reliable, say the Reagan people.
That question was asked in the Question and Answer period of the February 19th proceedings )• The
correct answer: nuclear warheads do not need to be tested. They remain reliable because they are passive;
they have no moving parts. HCMever, if you wish to test them, you do so by taking them apart and examining
them, not by exploding them. What may indeed need to be tested are the missiles which carry the nuclear
warheads; but that does not require a nuclear explosion.
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It all reinforces Warnke's assessment of the situation: the Reagan people do not want a test ban. They want to
go lt alone.

ON NUCLEARSTRA'I'mY

(18) Star Wars thinking. Star Wars gives the u.S. a great advantage over the Soviets, even if it is never used --
so goes the arqurrent - because it forces the Russians to expend their limited resources on ways to cope with
Star Wars••• and Slnce we are far richer in resources it seems clear that this is a race we are bound to win.
Right? '

Wrong! says Senator Proxmire, and he tells why. This is how it appears in the congressional Record of March
24, 1986:

Some will aruue the United States
cannot lose this race. After all do we
not have the far stronger economy?
Our itross national product Is nearly
twice that of the Soviet Union. And do
we not have an overwhelming advan-
tage over Russia In technology, espe-
clally In relevant rollltary technolog)'?
We do. And does the United States not
have a special advantage estimated as
at 30 years or more over the Soviet
Union In computer technology? Yes.
That Is true. And Is It not true that
the computer tecnnologv is at the very
heart of star wars? It is. So does this
mean that If the Soviets choose to run
this race against this country. we can
surely expect to win? The answer Is a
resounding "no."

The reason the answer is "no" was
documented In spades at the time of
the debate over ratification of the
antiballtstlc missile treaty In 1972. It is
the same today. This body-the U.s.
Senate-agreed by an ~9 to I vote In
1972 that a star wars system would not
serve the Interests of our country.
Why? And why wu the vote 60 decl·
slve? After all. the antiballistic mlsslle
treaty had the single and ,wnple pur·
pose of preventing a race to produce a
star wars anUmlsslle defense by either'
superpower. That ABM vote was .so
decisive because senatcrs reached the
overwhelming conclusion that an anti·
missile defense would cost $10 or more
to produce and deplo)' the SUlJ wars
defense for ever)' $1 It wouk! cost to
overcome It. Is that princIple still
true? Will It stUI cost far, far more to
de!end &i:alruita nuclear .attack Uian
to lnstiiate an attack against that de-
fense? Absolutely. TIle principle .stU!
holds. It Is even more true In 1986
than It was In 1972, lLDdthe advantage
for the offenseVllD be even greater' 20 .
yeara from now lLDd 00 Into the
future.

That meam that the United States
ls enPalna In exactly the wrOl1llkind
of race ~itb the Soviet Uololt. We do

have the superIor economy. We do
have the decisive technological advan-
tage. But because the Soviet' Vnilm
will rely on defeaUni: stu W&rSby
bulldina a far less costly offensive nu-
clear system. It"will need far less In
economic resources and far less in
technology to overcome whatever star'
wars .system we deploy. To date the
overall arms race between Ule Soviet
Union and the United States has hurt
the economies of both countries. but It
has had a far more severe eUect Oil
the less productive and less techi1o-
logIcally advanced Sovlet economy.

To date that baa been the case. How
about ttie future? All the &tar wars
program continues In tb'a country. as
the United Sta.ta begins Its heavy
spendlna for the production of the
hardware and the deplQYlllent and
maIntenance of the I;Ystem. the
burden on the American economy
from this trillion dollar plus IIt,Hltary
Increase wlil become far greater than
the much lIihter burden the Russians
wlll bear to build the offensive nuclear
arsenal to overcome our star wars de-
lense. After all, much of that Russian
nuclear offense Is In place rleht now.

Some of the refinements to pene-
trate star wars &re already underway
In the Soviet Union with the Sovlet·s
ireatly stepped up cruise missile and
submarine program. That program
would underfly stu wars with missiles
launched from right off American
shores. The missiles hUi the ground,
carry a map In their braln to fly
around objects on land. have •• range
of. 1,500 miles and fire warheads. each
of whlch has an ekploslve force of up
to 200,000 tons of nq. U the anna
nu:e Is massivelY stepped up by our
stu wars project, the Soviet Union
will for the first time pin economic
advantaite from the arms race as well
as military advantage from the easy
superiority theIr nuclear oftense can
achIeve over the star wars defense.·

FREE-THINKERS

(19) Linus Pauling on Donahue, 3/3/86. Excerpt:

[lXl'lAHUE]:00 YOUBELIEVEIN GOD?

No.

THATDISAPPOINTSTHEAUDIENCE.

Yes.
way.
human

You k?OW, I'm ~nterested.in ~thics, morality. And so I derived a basic ethical principle in a scientific
I can ~ take tlme to derlve lt now, theorum after theorum. It's essentially the prl'ncl'ple
suffenng Do unto th 1 of minimizing• 0 ers a you wou d have them do unto you. That's what I carre Qut with.

THEGOlDENRULE.
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Yes, the Golden Rule.
AREN'T YOU IMPRESSED WITH THIS UNIVERSE NeW?

I surely am.
so ISN'T IT JUST ••• THIS IS HARDLY THE TIME AND PLACE •••11'SEEMS AIM)ST INTELLECTUALLY LAZY NOT TO BELIEVE IN
A PRIME MJVER.
Well, the universe is so wonderful, so intricate, so marvelous, that it's very hard for me to believe that it
could exist, but to believe that there would be an intellect, it would have to be even more intricate, more
marvelous, more complex.
AND THIS AUDIENCE THINKS THAT IT IS.
Yes, but that's harder to believe. Moreover I can't see any scientific evidence, or any evidence of any sort,
credible evidence, that requires me to accept this idea. And of course it troubles me that so much suffering
has been caused by religion. The wars, how many of the wars were religious wars. In this present time, the
Catholics and the Protestants in North Ireland, half a dozen sects fighting each other in Lebanon. We need to
have more respect for the Golden Rule, more confidence in Man's rationality. He behaves irrationally when
violence and dogma operate.

(20) "An Appeal to Agnostics and Atheists" asks them to COIlEout of the closet, to forget their differences, to
close ranks, and to speak up. This will enable others who share their views but are reluctant to let them be
known, for fear of reprisals, to discover that they are not alone. And it will strengthen the position of all
atheists and agnostics, in these days of militant fundamentalism.
Here are excerpts from the printed Appeal, considerably revised, edited, and shortened:

There are many atheists and agnostics who are not involved in supporting the views that they hold, and it is
to them that this appeal is directed. If this should happen to apply to you, consider and reflect for a few
minutes what a world of good it could do if you made it simpler and easier for others to hold the same views
that you do. The world needs these ideas.
From stories told and read, it has generally been a difficult and painful religious experience to reach your
beliefs. It is a shame that so many have to go through that experience. If it cannot be avoided, there
should at least be helping hands; and there will not be enough helping hands until many more atheists and
agnostics becOllE active.
There are organizations that support your position, and that you, in turn, can support by joining. SOlIEof
them offer compat ible society. So far there has been no easy way to find the names and addresses of these
organizations, each one being more or less concerned with its own welfare and positions rather than having
the general aim of furthering agnostic and atheistic aspirations. These organizations are listed at the end
of this appeal. Some have a highly intellectual approach, appealing to the scientific and philosophical;
others have a more emotional approach.
A hundred years ago, Robert Ingersoll made atheism or agnosticism ~~rfully appealing. Unfortunately today
there is no such compelling voice speaking for atheists and agnostics.
What is there, then, to maintain atheistic and agnostic beliefs? Just the facts.
Western civilization has been plagued by a myth -- the myth of Jesus. Acceptance of Jesus as a historical
character is an error.

[A number of paragraphs follow, that argue against the existence of Jesus and the existence of God or gods.
We skip them.]

Atheists and agnostics do not agree with"each other in all matters. The atheists feel that their approach to
thinking about religion is superior to the agnostic's; and the agnostics feel just the opposite. That is
most unfortunate! The atheists need the agnostics, and the agnostics need the atheists, if the environment
is to be made safe for free-thinkers. It is more important that there be atheists and agnostics than that
they agree. They should at least agree on that!
Here are the societies and organizations that support agnostics and atheists. You may wish to inquire
about them.

American Atheists, PO Box 2117, Austin, TX 78768-2117
American Ethical Culture Societies, Dept. CF, 2 west 64th St., NY NY 10023
American Humanist Association, 7 Harwood Drive, Amherst, NY 14226.
Atheists United, PO Box 65706, Los Angeles, CA 90065
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Bertrand Russe 11 Society, Inc,, RD 1, Box 409, Coopersburg, PA 18036
The Fellowship of Religious Humanists, Yellow springs, OH 45387
Free Inquiry, Box 5, Central Park Station, Buffalo, NY 14215 (a publication, not an organization)

Freedom from Religion Foundation, Box 750, Madison, WI 53701
Freethinkers, Box 30544, santa Barbara, CA 93105
Friends of Robert Ingersoll, PO Box 5082, Peoria, IL 61601
Rationalist Association, Inc. PO Box 994, St. Louis, MO 63188
The Society of Evangelical Agnostics, Box 515, Auberry, CA 93602

May 1986

The Society of Separationists, Inc., Box 2117, Austin, TX 78768
With thanks to Robert W. somrers (POB 3336. U.P.B., Las Cruces, NM 88003), who wrote the original Appeal, and
to Dan Pezze (1525 Canterbury Road, Lakewood, NJ 08701), who printed it.

(21) Hugh McVeigh spreads the word-------->

The Hemlock QUlrteray. Published quarterly by the Hemlock Society.P. :Box 66218, Los Angeles, CA. 90066The QuarterlY aupports Ictive volunt~oy euthanasia forthe termInally ill. Th•• xutiv. d~rector, Derek Humphry, .
hi' app.ar.d on ·60 Minut •• ," "Th. Donahue Show," "GoodMorning AIII.ricI·and lIIIU1yoth81'programs. Yearly member-.hip, including Th' Quart.rlY, is $20.00 (Seniors $15.00) r<;

Should you wi.h to ••• I copy of any ot the above materials
b.for. inv••tinl, pl.a •• writ. tOI

Hugh McVeigh
311 State Street
Albany, N.Y. 12210

It conv.ni.nt, pl.al •• nclos. $.66 in stamps .

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS

Some Viewpoints That May Be of Interest to You
Th. ameriCan Rationalist. Bi-monthly. $6.00 yearly.P.O. Box 994, St. Louis, MO. 63188.

FreethouQht brought up to date. Concise and timelybook revr.ws.
Inquiry. Pybli3hed quart.rly. $1~.~O yearly.BOX 5, C.ntral Park Starion, Bufralo, N.Y. 14215

Provid,s , forum tor schollrs and philosophers to pre-sent, in layman's language, the background information
n.eded to understand the past and present controversiesthat have shap.d and Ir. shlping humanist thought and
activities.

..

Free

Sk.¥tica~ Ingui~fl the official journal for The Committeeor t • 8cI.n ti~Investigation of Claims of the Para-normal. Publish. quart.rly. $16.50 yearly.Box 229 ntral Station, Buffalo, N.Y. 14215
Explores the edg.s of sci.nce, giving much attention toparapsychology with stress on new ways of looking at
our scientific res.arch and m.thods.

The Bertrand Russell Society New!!. Published quarterly. $25.00yearly
.11.0. 1, Box 409, Coopersburg, PA 180)6.Deals wi...,all facets of the life philosophy and very

public activities of one ot the great men of this century.
There is a constant stream of articles published about
Russell and his views. All are summarized by the experts
reporting in the ~ Th. Society holds an annual
meeting andil repres.nted at philosophical conferencss
held each y'lr. .

Th.

The SEA Journal. Publish.d occasionally by the Society ofEvang.lical Agnostics •
•Advocating the application of ths principles of agnosti-
cism to all a.pects of lit.," SEA is guided by the teach-
ings of Thomas Huxley. An .xpression of interest and a
contribution of $1.00 or more sent to SEA, Box 515.Auberry, CA 93602
will put you in touch with a lively group of letterwriters. William Young, a prof.ssional librarian, is
Idmin! strator.
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(21.5) Neil Abercrombie, nowa Senator in the Hawaiian legislature, is running for U.S. Congress this Fall. Wouldn't
'" you like to see a BRSmemberin Congress? Well, then, help him out. There are big bucks against him. Send your

tax-deductible contribution, made out to "Abercormbiefor Congress" to Abercrombie for Congress, 2721-A
Puuhonua St. ,Honolulu, Hawaii 96822. GcxJdluck, Neil!

(22) Al Seckel's book, "Bertrand Russell on God and Religion" has just been published by Prometheus Press. If you
order it directly from him, he will autograph it. See ( ).

(23) Warren Allen Smith has won a $7,500 Leavey Award from the Freedom Foundation of Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.

The Award recognizes Mr. Smith's concept that an effective time and place to teach about government and
business is on the secondary school level and through an extracurricular AdamSmith Club.

He has been sponsor of such a club at NewCanaan (Connecticut) High SChool for over twenty years, during which
time students are given $5,000 in scrip, are divided into different societies (one with a unicameral, others
with parliamentary, dictatorial, and Marxist governing l:xxlies, and one which is entirely anarchistic.) The
students are allowed to use their capital any way they choose, therdby learning,about The Establishment as
well as how to invest in anything for which wall Street supplies daily figures. Teachers as well as students
are members, and upon occasion a student will sue a teacher in the club's court. Memberswho do not appreciate
their money during a semester are expelled and ITAlStbe repatriated it they choose to return. Recently the
school's principal was expelled by the student Governor of the club. Those in Marxist societies may not invest
as individuals, only as one of a total group. Those with a parliamentary government often choose as ruler a
Queen or a Prince, who rules with the aid of a Prime Minister and Privy Council. Without specific instruction,
the students soon learn about partnerships and corporations, puts and calls, marks and yen, point-and-figure
charts. Ironically, the club never meets, but membersmay transact business throughout the school day,
including long-term investing made over the s\.lll1rer. .

Asked how he will spend the $7,500, Mr. Smith responded muchas the club's namesake, the 18th Century Scottish
economist, might have: "I won't." Instead he is researching whether to invest the money in bonds, certificates
of deposit, stocks, or mutual funds.

* * * * * *
Warren says he is about to retire from teaching. "My plans are rather mixed at the rroment, I'll probably be at
my recording studio full time starting in sunmer, although I'd like to 1ive 3 months in Sri Lanka, then nove
to kuching, then to somewhereelse until I get the feel of different societies ••• lt's possible I'll become
rrore active in BRSand other groups ••• "

(24) RalOOnSuzara. Excerpts from his letter of 3/21/86, which might be titled "A Filipino-American speaks":

.•• what an ignominy it is for the beautiful State of Hawaii to grant asylum to a bunch of ugly culprits
from the Philippines.

I'm quite elated, of course, that Marcos has finally been ousted and that Cory Aquino is now the new
President of the Philippines... I hope she will be able to overpoeer the odds that will be playing against
her leadership •••

I cannot but feel, vicariously, the joys and hopes of a lot of my friends and relatives there. But as a
student of Russell, I have mymisgivings about the future of the Philippines •

••. as soon as I see the Aquino Government begin to restructure the thousands of cathedrals and church
buildings into housing tenements for the poor, it will not only change my life completely, but I will begin
to believe, one nore time, that God is .indeed a Catholic. Moreover I will throw all myBertrand Russell
books out the window.

Cardinal Sin is now the spiritual advisor of the Aquino Government -- the same Cardinal Sin who was the
spiritual advisor of the Marcos Government -- indeed the same Cardinal Sin whose main concern is not,
certainly, the power of ideas and its free market, but the power of the Catholic Church over the minds and
hearts of the majority, subjugated under a theocracy since the 15th·Century. I ask: how is it possible for a
true democracy to flourish in the Philippines in the 20th Century?

I am hoping that Cardinal Sin's power of prayer does not overwhelm "people power". If it does, the practice
of praying will militate against tlle Filipino people's self-reliance and independence.

As for the Marcos crimes, it is simplistic to think that he alone is guilty of the horrors of recent
years. He alone did not put himself into power; the system did. A great part of that system, comronly

_, referred to as "U.S. interests" in the Western Pacific, are the military bases ••. which are considered vitally
I inportant for defending and advancing, not freedom and democracy, but USeconomic domination in the region.

U.S. multi-national corporations have profited much from dirt-cheap Filipino labor. Andwhen the workers and
impoverished peasants protest, to advance their own interests, the threat of COl11TlUI1ismis readily invoked.
As the U. S. Government supports whatever dictator, whatever repression, whatever brutality will best
enhance u.S. interests, all that Marcos had to do was to insist to Washington that the alternative to his
rule was communism••• and billions of dollars poured into the Philippines.
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[We hope that Ramon is unduly pessimistic about Cardinal Sin. When the crunch came, in the Philippines, the
Cardinal sided, not with Marcos, but with Aquino.)

Mike Taint and his wife, Cheryl Den Broeder, have provided a baby brother, Alden, for their 2-year old son,
Russell (who is named for BR). The 4 Taints will move4 to L.A., where Mike (Captain Nichael Taint) will be
Deputy Chief of Computer Systems, USAF Space Division.

(26 ) Herb Vogt and Betty left .for Budapest on April 29th, to visit old friends. Herb had spent a delightful year
there in 1935-36. They sent us a cartoon, showing a minister delivering a sermon, which starts off this way:
"I fake as my text this morning line 34b of Form 1040, which dee Iswi th charitable contributions."

J3(X)KREVIEWS

'~he Spinozistic Ethics of Bertrand Russell" by Kenneth Blackwell has been published by George Allen and Unwin
(London, 1985); This review of\it by Nicholas Griffin appeared in McMaster University's The Courier(1/21/86,
p.9)••• with our thanks to HERB LANSDELL.

The Spinozlilic Elblcs of Ber-
trand Russell
By Kenneth BIQc~well
GEORGE ALLEN AND UN-
WIN, LONDON 1985

REVIEWED BY:
NICHOLAS GRIFFIN,
AssociaIeProf_, Depattment
01 Philoeophy

Bertrand Russell, whose
Nachla •• forms one of the
principal glories of th.eMills
Library, wrote volummously
over a period of more than
seventy years on every topic
under the sun.

Within this prolonged
avalancbe of words are
several books and several
score of articles on what
might be termed 'philosophy
of life'. These range from
parenthetical disquisitions in
more technical works,
through somewhat theoretical
musings and essays (in the
etymological sense of the
word), to newspaper jour-
nalism of practical advice.

An important question rais-
ed by Russell's corpus. is
whether this body of material
forms any sort of coherent
whole. 'Thoseof us whowould
like to argue that it does are
hampered by the sheer size of
Russell's oulput, by ils scat-
tered and oflen fragmenlary
nature, and by the factlhat
Russell himself never tried to
present a comprehensive,
coherent accounl of his posi-
tion (or, at least, abandoned
unftnisbed such attempts u
he made).

The prevailing view, unsur-
prisingly, has been that there
is no coherent underlymg
world-view to hold the
mullifarious pubIisbed record

together, that Russell is more
like a consortium of jour-
nalists than a thinker with a
single philosophy of life to ad-
vocate. Both sides, however,
have been hampered hitherto
by the fact that the necessary
scholarship had not been
done. And the scholarship had
nol been done because, in the
first place, it was arduous and
lim~, and, sec0nd-
Iy, because the value of ils
outcome was doubtful.

If, indeed, ittumed out that
Ihere was no underlying
coherent position, then
Russell's writings on the
philosophy of lifewouldnol be .
worth the sort of detailed at- .
tention which alone could
establish that fact.

Admiration
Thla situation changes a

gooddeal with the publlcalioo
of Kenneth Blackwell's study
of Russell and Spinoza. A
number of writers have com-
mented on Russell's admira-
lion for Spinoza, but none
have hitherto had the for-
titude seriously to pursue the
question of whether this ad-
miration had any intellectual
foundatioa.

Blackwell, who Is RUSSC;lI
Archivist at McMaster, has·
tackled this questioa and pr0-
duced what.is without doubt
the definitive study of
Russell's knowledge of, and
debt to, Spinoza.

Future writers may doubt
Blackwell's c0nc4luaions and
challenge his assumptions,
but they will remain indebted
to his scholarship. Using the
full range of archival
resources, including private
letters and published papers

as well as books, interviews
and journalism, Blackwell
compiles an exhaustive In-
ventory of Russell's writinp
on Spinoza's.

Ethical position
I know of not a single

reference by Russell to
Spinoza which he does not
consider, nor even where I
would look for one. Russell
first came to know and ad-
mire Spinoza 's work as a stu-
dent in 1894, and his admira-
tion continued· into his
nineties. AIlBlackwell points
out, no other philosopher ex-
cept J.S. Mill had as long u
positive influence 011 RUlIMII
as Spinoza.

The flfSt part 01Blackwell's
book is taken up with
assembling the necessary
documentation. Part B is c0n-
cerned with the interpretalioa
and evaluation of the
evidence. Blackwell shows
that, starting in about 1910,
Russell drew from Spinoza's
work an ethical position
which informed much of his
moral writing until the end of
his life.

The centre-piece of
Russell's 'debt to Spinoza is
Spinoza's concept of the in-
tellectual love of God, a
phrase which recurs again
and again in Russell's
writings.

Russell understood by it a
contemplative reverence
toward the universe, at once
both mystical and inteuec-
tuaI whi IIrlnp one into
~OIIy th the univerM
itself with othen who
have the sa moliOll.
sell's understa the
coocept ~ ••. aomethinI to

the idealist philosopher H.H.
Joachim's SQadyof&H Ethka
01 Sp •••• 09Oll.

It is significant, also, that
among subsequent inter-
pretations of Spinoza
Russell's comes closest to
that of anotber idealist
philosopher, E.E. Harris's
SaIvatio. frOID Deapalr
09'13). Although Russell's
own idealist period was
behind him when he incor-
porated Spinoza into his
ethics, he saw Spinoza very
much through the eyes of the
British neo-Hegelian
movement.

The intellectual love 01God
formed the basis for another
important concept in
Russell's ethics, that of self-
enlargement. It was through
the same contemplation ofthe
wider wOl"Idthat the self, ac-
cording to Russell, was able
to transcend its concern with
transitory and mundane mat-
ters and ieamed to harmonize
ils desires with those of
others.

Onthe one hand, desires for
thOlIegoods which could only
be realized by the exclusionof
others are transcended,
weakened 01" eliminated. On
the other, contemplation
enables such desires which
are not eliminated to be seen
impartlally, with the claims
of othen to the same or
similar gooda admitted on an
equal basis with our own.

In recognizing the necessi-
ty 01 the natural order the self
Is able to overcome anxiety
and anger and achieve a
phiphi1olophiccalm. This, fOl"
Russel1. was the beginning of
wisdom.

Blackwell traces this ethic

of self-enlargement to ils r">;
roota in Spinoza and outlines
the uses to which Russell put
it throughout the remainder
of his life. The lask is as
thoroughly and definitively
done as one could hope for.

Certain problems
There remain, however,

ceria in problems which war-
rant further discussion. They
concern the relation of the
ethic to Russell's hlgher-order
views in theoretical ethics, on
the one hand, and to his lower-
level moral nd political
views, on other.

's theoretical ethics
enies that there is such a

thing as moralltnowledge and
asserts what Russell, perhaps
too swiftly, took to be a cor-
ollary of this, that fundamen-
tal ethical principles were in-
capable of rational support.
Thus, the slatus of his ethic of
self-enlargement is left in
doubt.

On the other side, a fairly
natural question can be rais-
ed as to how an ethic of coo-
templation and philosophic
calm can be accommodated
to a life ofmoral engagement
and politica] action, such as
Russell's. Moreover, there
are, it would seem, occasions
on which anger was not jusl
all rigbt, but morally
required. .

Blackwell. broaches these
questions in his final chapter.
He is to be congratulated.on/\
giving us in such detail a nchl
and hitherto large un-
suspected 01 Russell's life and
thought.
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Volwre 12 of "The Collected Papers of Bertrand Russell", titled "Contemplation and Action",
Sylvana Tomaselli in Books and Bookmen(Jan 1986) •••with thanks to HARRYRUJA.

Russell's collected papers. Nor could I

one wish for these to be better edited, as
not only does the general introduction
provide a sense of context for what is a
rather odd a880rtment of pieces - any-
thing from letters to editors to short
reviews - but each of these, in turn, are
individually carefully introduced and
most meticulously well·annotated. In-
deed, everything from the print and
format of the book to the appendices
mske it a pleasure to use.

Containing his non-technical writings
over the period 1902-1914, it olTers nine
hitherto unpublished papers, including
a 'Journal' covering the years 1902 to
1905, the 21 fragments of 'The Pilgrim-
age of Life', 'The Education of the Em-
otions', 'Dramatic and Utilitarian Eth-
ics' 88 well as 'On the Democratic Ideal'.
'The Status of Women', 'The Present
Situation' and 'Address to the Bedford
Liberal A88OCiation'. Amongst the pub-
lished works, 24, including his writings
on free·trade and a number of reviews
haven't until now been easily accessible.
But by no means all the texts are in any
sense obscure, ao the volume also con-
tains such well-known essays 88 'The
Free Man's Worship' and 'Mysticism
and Logic'.

What is assembled together thus
ranges from revelations of Russell's in-
timate reflections on the nature of his
feelings for his first wife Alys - for thia is
in the aftermath of the cycle ride during
which he suddenly realised he no loe-
ger loved her - to his views on the pro-
posed change in the Ordination Service
of 1913. Russell is 30 in 1902 and this
volume gives us so many snap-shots of
his life up to the First World Wsr. We
see him 8ucce88iv~ly unhappily married,
seeking the meaning of life, finding a
temporary refuge in mysticiam, with
Lady Ottoline Morrell, reading
Spinoza, advocating the study of hill-
tory, of mathematics, trying his hand at
'novel writing - The Perplexities of John
Fortice (1912) - and making a case for a
'scientific philosophy' which would elim-
inate ethical considerations and thereby
achieve objectivity. Russell must have
failed to convince even himself of the
viability of this project, unlees he
thought the case didn't apply to econ-
omics, for we find next a number of short

...(28)

Occasional
•pieces

Sylvana Tomaselli

The Collected Papers of Bertrand
Russell, volume 12: Contemplation
and Action, 1902-14
edited by Richard A. Rempel, Andrew
Brink and Margaret Moran
GeorgeAllen & Unwin, 612 pp; £48.00
ISBN 0 04920 078 x

'Every man,' wrote Coleridge, 'is born
an Aristotelian, or a Platonist. I do not
think it pessible that anyone born an
Aristotelian can become a Platonist; and
I am sure no born Platonist can ever
change into an Anatotettan.' As a vart-
ation on this theme, Jonathan Miller
told a Cambridge audience last year
that theirs was the Platonist's haven,
while Oxford footered the Aristotelian.
Cambridge, he boldly claimed, praised
the contemplative life above all. Oxford,
on the contrary, fixed its gaze, not on
the heavens, but on London, alert to the
possibility of participation and valuing
the life of action.

Bertrand Russell gives the lie to both
men's pronouncements. A Cambridge
undergraduate and later a fellow of
Trinity College, Russell did un-
doubtedly distinguish himself in the
disciplines most extolled by Plato, phil-
osophy and mathematics, but it scarcely
needs reminding that he was a leading
and active member of the Liberal circles
which flourished in the Edwardian
years. Born into the Whig aristocracy,
his family's position and his friends
would alone have ensured that reality
was never kept at bay, had not the very
frame of his character and the nature of
his convictions constantly led him to en-
gage directly in politics. The writing»
gathered in thiR book show him no less
active than contemplative.

No apter title could therefore have
been chosen for this 12th volume of

is reviewed by

reviews which reveal him the disciple of
the neo-c1assical economist, Alfred Mar-
shall, defending free trade on moral. as
well as economic b'l"Oundsand speaking
of trusts as 'destroying liberty and cor-
rupting our public life'. Then come the
pieces devoted to the isaues of equality,
liberty and the status of women. Here,
Russell is perhaps at his most adrnir-
able. This isn't so much because he took
up the 8uffragists' cause, running in the
Wimbledon by-election in 1907, the first
person to run aa a candidate for the
National Union of Women's Suffrage
Societies. Nor even'1!ecQUlle"'1illnffgil;
ments were particularly original on this
subject. For just as his economic8 deri-
ved from Marshall's, so his politics and
his views on the status of women were
c1el'rly inspired by those of John Stuart
Mill. No, what warrants respect IS hIS
attempt not to divorce the issue of
women's right to vote from that of adult
suffrage, while being sensitive nonethe-
less to the tactical interests of the suffra-
gettes. 'It is not,' he wrote, 'women as
women that I want enfranchised, but
women as human beings. And even poor
women are human beings' Ito Lucy Don-
nelly, 17 Nov 19091. Dividing women
along the lines of the inequalities exist-
ing amongst men wasn't, in hiB view,
any manner of progress.

Laudable as his efforts in relation to
these concerns may have been, the
Russell we meet in these pages isn't at
his most intellectually impressive. This
is perhaps his greatest period: The
Principles of Mathematics (1903), 'On
Denoting' lin Mind, 19051, Principia
Mathematica (}91~131. But that is not
the level of contemplation we are en-
treated to in this volume. The truth of
the matter is that these papers are of
some interest only because we know
them to be the products of an otherwise
splendid mind. The issuea are stil] very
much alive, but Russell's treatment of
them, unlike Mill's, hasn't endured the
p8888ge of time. To be fair, however, few
occasional pieces can be expected to
make captivating reading 80 years
after their publication. Perhaps it is un-
kind of us not to leave them in the
shadow of Russell's more aubatantial
works.

THERUSSELLSCX::IETYLIBRARY

(29) Books to lend. Whenno author is named, the work is by Bertrand Russell. The Donor's name appears at the end.

1. Histo!¥ of western Philosophy. Jack Hagsdale.
2. Mystic1.sm and ~ic.
3. Bertrand Russe s Best. Ranon Suzara.
4. An (),JtHne of philosophy. Ranon Suzara.
5. AutobiOCffaphYof Bertrand &1ssell, Vol.l. RaIronSuzara.
6. Let t-\! D1.eBefore I wake. by Derek Hunphery.
7. Essay on Bertrand &1ssell. edited by E. D. KlenKe. lk:lbDavis.
8. !'brals W1thout Mystet;(. by Lee Eisler. Author.
9. Authont)' and The Individual. Con Jackanicz.

10. Autebiography of Bertrand &1ssell_ (in 1 Vol.). I:On Jackanicz.
11. Bertrand Russell 1872-1970. Don Ja~~cz.
12. Bertrand Russell - A Life. by ~bert l£lUschalk. I:On Jackanicz.
13. Education and the Social Order. I:On Jackanicz.
14. Effects ana Dangers of Nuclear War. I:On Jackanicz.
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53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

'\'

71.
72.
73.
74.
75.76.
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is. Essays on Socialist HIJ!larliSlll. COn Jackanicz.
16. Germm SociaI ~~. lXm Jackanicz.
17. Icarus or 'li'leFUture0 SCience. lXm Jackanicz.
ia. '!he :IJTeetof SCl.eIlCeon Society. COn Jackanicz.
19. An ~ry into the ~anin9 of Truth. Don Jackanicz.
20. In Pra.J.seof Idleness. COn Jackarucz.
21. Has ~1an a FUture. COn Jackanicz.
22. Justioe in wart.i.rre.COn Jackanicz.
23. National Frontiers and International Cooperation. by Zhores I-Wvedev.

[);)nJackanicz.
24. My Philosophical Devel9fll1El1t.COn Jackanicz.
25. Pan ticalIdeals. D::ln Jackanicz.
26. Principles of Social Reoonstruction. COn Jackanicz.
27. iffiePractice ana 'l1"IeOryof BolsheVl.sm.COn Jackanicz.
2B. Ibads of Freedan. COn JaCkanicz.
29. sceptical Essays. Doo Jackanicz.
30. secrecy of CorresporrlenoeIs Guaranteed By Law. by zrores Medvedev.

Doo Jackanicz.
31. '!he Tamarish Tree. by D. Russell. COn Jackanicz.
32. Mr. Wilson Speaks "frankly..." Don Jackanicz.
33. Marrl.ageand Morals. Don Jackanicz.
34. Dear Bertrand Russell. Jack Ragsdale.
35. EducaUon and 'li'leGocd Life. Jack Ragsdale and Lee Eisler.
36. HUITWl Koowledge: Its SCope and Limit~..Jack Ragsdale.
37. ~ I Am tbt A diiistian. Jack Ragsdale.
38. Evolution of Conscience. Ralph Ne\..m:m.Jack Ragsdale.
39. '!he Cooquest of HaWiness. Lee Eisler.
40. The AOC of Relati~. Lee Eisler.
41. Bertrand Russell, Passionate Soeptic. by Alan ~. COn Jackanicz.
42. Mortals and others. COn JaCkal"licz. .
43. Unamed Vl.ctory.D::ln Jackanicz.
44. iffieFlertrilIidRussell Peaoe Foundation its aims and its work.
45. Yes to Life. by CorTiss l.annnt.The AUthor.
46. Russell.by A.J. Ayer. Rarronsuaara ,
47. iffieWITlto COubt. Ranon Suzara.
48. The Lire of Bertrand Russell. by llonald Clark. Ramon Suzara.
49. The Problems of Philosophy. Ramon Suzara.
50. UnpopUlar Essays. Ramon Suzara.
51. Human Society in Ethics and Politics. Don Jackanicz.52. PrinciplesRnd Perplexities: Studies of Dualism in Selected Essa~

and Fiction of Bertrand Russell. by Gladys Leithauser.
Photos 1 8 BRS Annual Meetin at McMaster Universit June 24-26,

1983. Jim Mo il iams.
The Art of Fund RaiSing. by Irving Warner. Bob Davis
The Grass Roots FUndraising Book. by Joan Flanagan. Bob Davia
Dear Russell-Dear Jourdain. by t. Grattan-Guiness. Bob Davis
Why Men Fight. Bob Davis .
Grants. by Virginia White. Bob Davis
FUnd Raising for the Small Organization. by Philip Sheriden. Bob Davis.
The Grantsmanship Center Training Program. Bob Davis
Nonprofit Organization Handbook. by P.V. and D.M. Gaby. Bob Davis
Successful Fundraising Techniques. by Daniel Conrad. Bob Davis
The Foundation Directory. Bob Davis.
Great Americans EXamine Religion. by Ralph de Sola. Jack Ragsdflle.
But Por The Grace of God. by Peter Cranford. Jack Ragsdale.
Godel, Escher. Bach. by Douglas Hofstader. Lee Eisler.
The Collected Papers of Bertrand Russell. Vol.I. Cambridge Essays,

1888-99. Edited by Blackwell, et ale Allen & Unwin.
The Right to Be Happy. by Mrs. Bertrand Russell. Al Seckel.
Power, A New Social Analysis. Al Seckel.
Bertrand Russell~ A Bibiiographl of his Writings, 1895-1976

Compiled by· erner Martin. 1 Seckel.
Satan in the Suburbs. Al Seckel.
My Father, Bertrand Russell. by Katharine Tai t. Al Seckel.
AMatter of Life. Edited by Clara Urquhart. Al SeckeL
Essa~s In Skepticism. Al Seckel.
The roblem of China. Al Seckel.
Russell On General Facts by AusonLo Marras and Russell,Frege,and

The " Meanin, " 01 The Theoq of Descriptions. PUllers read at
the 197& Mee ing of the A.P ••
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77.

78.

79.

80,
81,
82,
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85.
86.
87.
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89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
91t.
95.
96.
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Ac uaintance and Namin : A Russellian Theme in E istemolo by
ugus in iska and Russell on the Essence of Desire by Raymond

Frey. Papers read at the 1977 Meeting ot the A.P.A.
On Russellian Clusters by Eugene Schlossberger and Repression in
Bertrand Russell's" On Education" by Howard Woodhouse. Papers

read at the 1978 Meeting of the A.P.A.
Definition and Description in Russell. 1900-1910 by Thomas Burrun

and Russell and Ontological Excess by D.A. Griffiths. Papers
read at the 1979 Meeting of the A.P.A.

Russell On Logical Truth.by Nicholas Griffin. The Author
Bertrand Russell and the Origin of the Set-Theoretic Paradoxes

by Alejandro Ricardo Garciadiego Dantan. The Author.
Bertrand Russell, America, and the Idea of Social Justice .

by Roland Stromberg. The Author. -
The Relevance of Bertrand Russell To Psychology and Bertrand Russell's

Conception of the Meaning of Life by Peter Cranford. The Author.
Dictiona{! ot the Mind. Matter, and Morals. Edited by Lester Dennon.

Tom S anley,
Bertrand RU8seil S~eaks His Mind. Tom Stanley
The Bertrand Ruase 1 LibraSt of Lester Denoon. Tom Stanley
The Analysis of Mind. Tom taaley
lieligion and Science. TOIII Stanley
Portraits From Memory. Tom Stanley.
The Scientific Outlook. Tom Stanley.
Wisdom of the West. Tom Stanley.
The Principles of Mathematics, Tom Stanley.
Bertrand Russell: Philoso her and Humanist.by John Lewis. Tom Stanley

he ood itizen s lphabet. hitfield Cobb
War Crimes in Vietnam. Whitfield Cobb.
Introduction to Mathematical Philoso h • Whitfield Cobb •.

he rospects 0 ndustrial ivilization. Whitfield Cobb.
Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. by Wittgenstein. Introduction by

Bertrand Russell. Whitfield Cobb.
Freedom Versus Organization, Whitfield Cobb.
nertrand Russell and His World.by Uonald Clark. W.W. Norton.
The Final Epidemic: Physicians and Scientists on Nuclear War. Edited

by Ruth Adams and Susan Cullen. Physicians for Social
Responsibility.

Photos. Kalinga Prize Award Ceremony. Paris, January 28, 1957.UNESCU.
Theor~ of Knowledge: The 1913 Manuscript,Volume VII of the

ollected Papers of Hertrand Russell. Allen & Unwin.
Common Sense And Nucle~r Warfare. Philip LeCompte.
~te Night Thoughts On Listening 'foMahler's Ninth Symphony. Lewis Thomas
SlX Men, Craig McGee.
Hertrand Russell and the Pacifis·ts in the FL'st \l'orIdWar by

Jo Vellacott. St Martin's Press.
Hussell by C.W. Kilmister. St Martin's Press.
Contemplation And Action,Volume XII of the Collected Papers of

Bertrand Russel. Allen & Unwin.
Bertrand Hussell's America 19lt5-1970 by Feinburg and Kasrils

The South End Press.
J)ewey and llussell':An Exchange edited by Samual Meyer.

The Philosophical Library.
Philosophical Essays. Ramon Suzara.
Be~trand Russell: A Classified BibliographY by Harry Huj~. rne Author.
Pnnc1ples of Polemic in Russell by Harry Ruja. The Author.
Bertrand Russell edited by Ann Redpath. Creative Education,Inc.

There is no charge for borrowing books. The borrower pays postage both ways.
Please note the one-way postage shown below, and remit twice that ammount when
returning the books.
One-way postage:

,J9¢~\. #ttI14, 32, ItIt, 6lt, 82, 83, 93, 91t, 95, 113, 111t

/
69¢: #2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 21t, 25, 26, 27, 28,

29, 30, 33, 34, 35, 39, ItO, Itl, 1t6, 1t7, 1t9, 50, 51t, 55, 57, 65, 66, 68,
69, 70, 7!, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81t, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89,

.c. 90, 92, 96, 97, 98, 100, 101, 102, 101t, 105, 111, 112, 115
94¢:J..;#5, 7, 10, 22, 31, 36, 37, 38, 42, 43, 45, 51, 53, 56, 58, 59, 67, 99,

103, 106, 107, 108, 110
$1.19 #1, 48, 52, 62, 81, 91
~1.62 #60, 61, 109

~ ~/~,
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Audio cassettes:
The Library has acquired these additions to our collection of tapes available
for loan:

225 Man's Peril. Russell's December 23, 195~ BBC broadcast. 14 Minutes.
Donated by the NBC Radio News Department.
226 On Nuclear Morality. October, 1962.32 Minutes. The exact date and the
name of the interviewer i8 unknown. Pacifica Radio No. BB0597
227 A1peal To The American Conscience. June, 1966. 29 Minutes. This tape
is ent tled Ii Bertrand Russell's War Crimes Tribunal" in the Pacifica
catalog. Pacifica Radio No. BB~013
228 CBC Interview On Vietnam. February 1~, 1965. 10 Minute~. This is the
soundtrack of a television interview by Roger Graef. Donated by the CBC
and Public Archives Canada.

Bertrand Russell Speaking, which was noted as being'out-of-print in aSN 48,
may be purchased on cassette from Caedmon. Catalog No.SWC 1149 ~12.95

New
s,

hers as Educators.
ontains chapter on

Russell on God and Religion. N.Y.: Prometheus Books,

(30) Little Blue Books, first published
by Haldeman-Julius 50 years or so
ago, are again available, from --~--~
Michael E. Coughlin, 1985 Selby
Avenue, St. Paul, MN55104. Add SOt
postage for 1 - 5 books; for 6 or
more books, add $l.00.

BERTRAND RUSSELL COLLECTION

) By The Author .
Am I An Atheist or Agnostic S I
An Outline of Intelle"ual Rubbish S I
Can Men Be Rational . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S I
Has Religion Made Usdul Contributions to Civilization S I
Ideas That Have Harmed Mankind S I
Is Science Superstition . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S I
On The Vilue of Skepticism \ I
Stoicism and Mental Health .......................•..... S I
The Faith of a Rationalist S I
What Can a Free Man Worship ' $1

Total $10
Complete Set $8

c::ooTRIBUTIOOS

(1) We are grateful to these rrembersfor their recent contribution to the BRS Treasury: IDU ACHESCN, WHITFIELD&
POLLYCOBB, JIM CURTIS, NK>EIDD'ALESSIO, BILL FIElDING, DAVIDGOIn-tAN,GLADYSLEITHAUSER,THEa MEIJER, HUGH
MCX)RHEAD,FRANKPAGE, SANDRAPERRY,TIMOI'HYST. VINCENT,~ SUZARA,JAMESTERRYand VINCENTWILLIAMS.

(J2) "Refunds can enable us to make modest contributions to the BRS Treasury," says VINCENTDUFAUXWILLIAMS, and
he enclosed a $3 refund check from Prestone. "Even though it's just small change,it's still worth doing. I
hope rrembers will be willing to take the trouble of mailing the refund checks to the BRS." We thank him for
the good suggestion.
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NEW MEMBERS

(3) We we Icorrethese new members:

MS. ULLA ANDREAS/e6/TRANSTlGAN 10/MALMO///SWEDEN/S-216 19
MR. J. WARREN ARRING'IOO/86/ROUTE 4, BOX 220/HILLSBORO/OR/97123//
MS. BEVERLEY EARLES/86/6110 BREEZEWOOD DR. i103/GREENBELT/MD/20770//
MR. MICHAEL FREED/86/523 FIELD DORM; UMASS/AMHERST/MA/01003//
MR. NEIL H. GLYNN/86/3151 BAYOU SOUND/I.£N3BOAT KEY/FL/33548/ /
MR. HENRY B. MANGRAVlTE/B6/311 "B" STREET/ASHLAND/OR/97520/ /
MR. UKALI MWENDO/B6/PO BOX 308B/NEW ORLEANS/LA/70177 30BB//
DR. CHANDRAKALA PADIA/86/SHREE R.P. GlNOOIA/C.26/35 A-1 B./RAMKATORA ROAD///INDIA(VARANESI)/221001
MR. ROBERT L. SMITH, JR./B6/223 W. ORLANOO ST./ORLANOO/FL/32B04//

NEW ADDRESSES

LCDR JOSEPH F. BOETCHER/B1/240 MACALLA ROAD 4B/SAN FRANCISCO/CA/94130 5000//
MR. MICHAL J. BONIND/83/435 TAYLOR ST./PITTSBURGH/PA/15224 1823//
MR. MARK E. FARLEY/B1/13015 AUDELIA RD. iB107/DALLAS/TX/75243//
DR. STEPHEN HAMBY/76/153 POTTER DR./MOBlLE/AL/36606 2360//
MR._TING-FU HUNG/85/ADELHEIDSTR 17 ZI 008/MUENCHEN///WEST GERMANY/8000 40
PROF. DAVID E. JOHNSON/83/150 PORTER DRlVE/ANNAPOLIS/MD/21401//
MR. HENRY KRAUS/74/1191 TIVOLI LANE i68/SIMI VALLEY/CA/93065//
MR. JAMES E. MCWILLIAMS/74/S.S. BOX 5519/HATTIESBURG/MS/39406//
MR. RALPH A. MILL/84/534 23RD ST NE/SALEM/OR/97301 2182//
PROF. PAUL ARTHUR SCHILPP/80/9 HIllCREST DRlVE/CARBONDALE/IL/62901//
MR. LUDWIG SLUSKY/83/BOX 7045/ALHAMBRA/CA/91802 7045//
CAPT. MICHAEL H. TAINT/B2/PO BOX 698/HAWTHORNE/CA/90251 0698//
MR. JAMES V. TERRY/B1/BOX 18153/WASHINGTON/DC/20036//

ELECTlOO OF DIRECTORS

(5) Nominations for Directors, please. we wish to elect 11 Directors this year, for 3-year tenns starting
1/1/87, which will give us a total of 24 elected Directors. The August newsletter will provide a ballot
for voting. In this (May) newsletter we seek candidates who will be on the ballot.
we are asking you to nominate candidates. Any member may nominate any other member to be a Director-
candidate.
If you wish to be a candidate yourself, notify the Elections Committee and someone will probably nominate you.
The duties of a Director are not burdensome. Directors are occasionally asked their opinion about something,
by mail, and they are expected to make a reasonable effort to atterrl annual meetings, though not at great
expense.The cost of attending meetings is (federal) tax-deductible for Directors.
We would like to have more than 11 names on the ballot,so as to give members a choice.
A brief statement about the candidate should accompany a nomination. If you are volunteering, include a brief
statement about yourself.
Directors whose terms expire in 1986 are JACK COWLES, DAVE GOLDMAN, STEVE MARAGIDES, FRANK PAGE, CHERIE RUPPE,
PAUL SCHILPP, WARREN SMITH, and KATE TAIT. They are eligible for re-election.
we urge last year I s candidates who were not elected to try again this year.
TO NO-1INATE SOMEONE - or to volunteer yourself -- write the Election Committee,c/o the newsletter, address on
Page 1,bottom.
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WANTED

(6)
Griffin Barry will be the subject of a book-length study by Leona Egan,Ph.D. She is interested in sho.ving,
arronq other things, his relation to the Provinceto.vn Players, the celebrated theatrical group involved with
Eugene O'Neill. Of more interest to us is the fact that Barry was an intimate friend of Dora Russell's, and
father of her third child. There are many references to him in Dora's autobiography,"The Tamarisk Tree". Ms.
Egan \'.QuId appreciate hearing from anyone who kno.vs anything about Barry. Her address, in spring and surrrner:
4471 MacArthur Blvd. (lIl03), Washington, OC 20007. 202-342-8332. At other tirres: PO Box 556, Provincetown, MA

02657.

IOJK REVIEW

(37) "Bertrand Russell on God and Religion," Al seckel , ed.(Buffalo: Prorretheus Books, 1986) is reviewed by OOB ~•••

DAVIS:

This new collection of Russell's writings should appeal to most, 'lllaybe all, BRSrrembers. Edited by Al
Seckel, it contains 19 separate articles by BR on religious topics.

For the past eight years, the BRShas been wanting a book like this, and now Al Seckel has satisfied that
desire, and done an admirable job. AI, a BRSrrember, lives in the Los Angeles area, where he has done a lot
of lecturing on Russell (including a talk he gave at our 1980 annual meeting, in Los Angeles.) The Hurranist
publishing house, Prometheus Books, is the publisher, with the promise of more to come.

This book is a joy to read. Seckel has included a good brisk biography of Russell to initiate matters. Then
come the 19 articles by BR. The many pleasures of reading Russell are here -the clear, forceful writing,
the humor, the intellectual power. we also have the fun of reacquainting ourselves with old favorites, such
as "Why I AmNot A Christian", "What Is An Agnostic?" "Sin", etc. These and other essays will be familiar to
most rrembers, but it is rewarding to have them gathered together in one collection, and re-read them after
many years.

There are also a nwnber of essays that secke l found in periodicals which will be new to almost everyone. I
found "Religion and The Churches", from "Unpopular Review" (April 1916), to be of great interest. In my o.vn
graduate work I had studied Russell's social thought during World War I; imagine, then, my delight at
finding an essay from the period which was new to rre. I enjoyed seeing ho.v well it fit in with BR's 1915
Principles of Social Reconstruction (Arrerican title: "WhyMen Fight"). Concerning religion, it has a less
irrplacable tone than his later writings. Here he states what a "good" religion \'.QuId entail; later he \'.QuId
write,"All religions are not only wrong but harmful."

For those wanting a chuckle or tw::>, I would recorrrnend "The Theologian's Nightmare" (from "Fact and
Fiction", 1961), one of Russell's "Nightmares of Eminent Persons".

I first became acquainted with Russell as a teen-ager in rural Iowa, when I read "Why I AmNot A Christian"
and "Harriage and Morals". I found them enormously liberating, in the local stultifying fundarrentalist
environrrent. I also discovered that I was not alone in finding Russell liberating. But when I moved to more
cosmopolitan areas, I found that this was not the case -- because the values that Russell represented had
more or less become the norm. Now, with the resurgence of fundairentalism and repressive morality, I
predict that Russell's writings on these topics will regain their relevance. If you kno.v someone, especially
a young person, who is confused on these questions, I \'.QuId strongly reeomrrend Seckel's book as a gift.

The book is apparently selling very well. Seckel and Prorretheus Books are \'.Qrking on a second volurre,on
morality. BRS rrembers who buy this book are helping to support a very worthy undertaking. To have it
autographed by AI, buy it directly from him. See l ,

DlREC'IDRSOF THEBERTRANDRUSSEILSCX::IETY,INC.
elected for 3-year terms, as sho.vn

(38) 1984-86: JACKcrnLES, DAVIDroII:JMAN,~ JACKANICZ,STEVEMARAGIDES,FRANKPAGE,CHERIERUPPE,PAULSCHUPP,
WARRENSMITH, KATETAIT

1985-87: JACQUELINEBERTHCN-PAYCN,OOBDAVIS, ALEXDELY,ALI GHAEMI,HUGHM:ORHEAD

1986-88: IDU ACHESON,KENBLACKWELl.,JOHNJACKANICZ,DAVIDJOHN~, JUSTIN LEIBER, GLADYSLEITHAUSER,STEVE
REINHAHIJJ',CARLSPAiXl'JI, TGI STANLE.'Y.
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BRS AWARD (CXNI'INUED)

May 1986

People For the American Way, from a feature story Ln th_ e Washington Post (2/3/86,p.A3):

Nonnan' Lear's Crusade JJlidens
Fight Over R~ligiousLiberty Challenges Falwell's Fundamentalism

By Howard Kurtz
W"'lton Pr-t StalfWriter

In 1980, Norman Lear experi-
enced his first sustained exposure
to the Rev. Jerry Falwell, and be did
not like what he saw.

While doing research for a p0s-
sible movie, Lear watched nearly
100 hours of FalweU's "Old Time
Gospel Hour," the Rev. Pat Robert-
son's "700 Club" and other evangel·
ical shows. He said he was.. so
alarmed that he dropped the movie
plan and made a 6O-second com-
mercial on religious, intolerance:
That led to the, creation of People
for the AmericaJi Way.

five yeara later, Lear's group
has become a major force in the
national debate 011 religious liberty,
censorship, church-itate relations
and judicial independence. U' yards
of newsprint and;bours of television
time are any indication, People for
the American Way has emerged as
a preeminent spokesman on the
left, fueled in part by a $5 million
budget that dwarfs those of IJlO!il
liberalladvocacy groups.

While its publicity machine cuts a
wide swath through Washington.
the soul of Lear's organization re-
mains its fervent opposition to Fal-
weU's Moral Majority. This has pro-
duced a remarkably bitter and per-
sonal war of words between te1e-
vision producer and television
preacher.

"Norman Lear is clearly' anti-
Christian," Falwell said. "l don't
know of many Jewish people, who
are anti.-Christian. liis whole' vee-
delta is againat everyOl\il who it
preaching the gospel •.••

".Isee an anti-Christian, anti-Rea-
gan fire raging in his soul that's
caused bim to lash out at the pres-
ident and the Pat RobertSOllS8lld
Jerry Falwells of the world.

"f've tried to get the name of his
synagogue so [ could call his rabbi
and flOdout what'a bugging billl:
said Falwell, 52. "Maybe he doesn't
have one. He's iust got Christiana in
his craw."

Lear. 62, creator of such televi-
sion series as "AU in the Family,"
"Maude" and "Mary Hartman, Mary
Hartman," responded in kind:
, "There's nobody who knows me'

who thinks I'm either irreligioua or
antirelig4>ua. I have great COQI:ern
anytime someone suggests that
God smiles on him because he be-
lieves a certain way and doesn't
smile on me.

"He would have to know, the way
he talks about me, that .•. to an
anti-Semite, a wealthy Jew is dif- '

ferent from someone' else who is
wealthy. The Rev. FalweU trades in
that in a coaaiatent and amarmy
fashion."

Lear' 8 lieutenants declared a vic-
tory of sorta Ia8t month when Fal-
well announcedthat the Moral Ma-
jority was being submerged into a
new lobby called the Liberty Fed-
eration. They expresaed particular
delight when Falwell told The
Washington Times that he was "at-
tempting to coaater everything that
People for the AmericaJi Way •..
and other leftist orpPlzationa stand
for."

How did this group quickly be-
come the bIU 1UIi,. 01 the religious
right? At a time when conservative
think tanks are dominating the
Washington scene with a more le-
ga1istic and academic approach to
public policy. People for the Amer-
ican Way uses the media to amplify
its message.

The 200,OOO-member group
does some lobbying. but its major
weapons are books. videotapes, op-
ed page articles and speakers who
ply the lecture circuit. Whether cas-
tigating Falwell for religious intol-
erance, Attorney General Edwin
Meese III for promoting ultracon-
servative judges or Education Sec-
retary WilliamJ. Bennett for acting
like a "secretary of evangelism,"
Lear's troops know how to gain.

White other activists may churn
out legal briefs or cultivate allies in
the administration.· People for the
Ameril:an Way strives to be the
QlO8twell-thumbed card in rClport-
era' Rolodex files.

Anthony T. Podesta, the exec-
utive director, said his approach is
"to get an editorial in The Philadel-
phia Inquirer or The Baltimore Sun.
We raise hell in the Chicago

'Tribune and on MacNeil/Lehrer.
We send material to 300 radio talk
shows. We're out there in the Ed-
wardsville, Ill., Gazette."

Podesta's rel\llOllingis simple: *If
separation of church and alate isI\'t
going to sell in Edwardsville, 111.,
Washington is not going to save us."

Last summer, while President
Reagan was preparing to name
Herbert E. Ellingwood to head the
office that screens potentiartederal
judges, Podesta's staff prepared

..radio advertilementa that attacked
Ellingwood's outspoken brand 0 .,
Christian fundamentalism 'and hi
record as head of the Merit Sys
terns Protection Board. The nom
ination was not made.

'Such assaults have not endearer

the group to conservative activists
*1don't like their tactics at all,* sail
Pa\fick B. McGuigan of the Frel
Congress FOWldation. "They'll
fceding the mentality that you can't
oppose people 00 the merits, tMI
you have to pretend that they'rf
moral lepers."

Loye Miller, 'II spokesman fOl
Bennett, called the group "so shrill
and predictably distorted that they
deserve no credibility .•. . They
are not taken seriously here."

Falwell describes the group as
"81\ amaaingly small organization* 01
closet Democrats. "If they could get
100 of their anembers in the same
room, I'd like to ace that," he said.

Falwell, wllOOllMoral Majority
claima 6.5 D}i1Iionmembers, said
Lear's group frequenUy harasses
him by writing to television alatioos
that carry his program. People for
the American Way said these are
equal-time requests, but Falwell
cal1ed it IIIattempt to force him off
the air.

Other critics confess grudging
admiration. "You have to concede
their effectiveness," Justice Depart-
ment spokesman Patrick Korten
said. "They manage to get them-
selves quoted quite a lot."

Still, be'said, "It's basically a PR
operation" aimed at "creating the
impression that there is some
groundswell out there that would
support their point of VIew. In fact,
that groundswell is 'arge!y'limited
to the uauaI rea.idue 01 liberal activ-
ists."

Ticking off :..ames of Republican
supporters, Lear rejects the notion
that he has assembled a group of
Democratic partisans. He said he
took paina "to enlist mainline
church leaders" in establishing the
group after nearly 10,000 peOple
dialed a toII-free aumber featured in

, his 1980 commercial
"My Icredeatiala . • .• were all

wrong,"'J..ear aaid. "I was a product
of the HoIlYWlXldcommunity; I was
jewish."

Lear Ipoints to such founders as
the Rev. Charles 8erptronl, a Iead-.
cr of the Lutheran Council, and the
group'M chairman, former BaptiIit
ministerJoba Buchanan.

8lIchanan, an eiaht-term Repub-
[ican coogressman from Alabama
until the New Right helped defeat
him in 1980, said he siped up be-
cause "most Americans don't like
for preachers to teU them what is
the Christian position on an issue."

Other directors range from Cath-
olic University President William

Byron to actor Martin Sheen to Na-
tional Education 'Association Prea-
ident Mary Hatwood FutrelL Lear's
direct -mail specialist, Art Kropp, is
a former fund-raiSer for the Repub-

, lican Nationa[ Committee. and his
'latest appeal was signed by Sen.
Lowell P. Weicker Jr. (R-eonn.).

Podesta. 42. admits to being a
Democrat who did advance work
for the 1980 presidential campaign
of Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (0-
Mass.) and for 1984 vice-presiden-
tial nominee Geraldine A. Ferraro.

Podesta also resists the liberal
label, saying that "what we do is
profoundly conservative. Coaaerv-
ing the First Amendment heritage
ill this country is not a liberal agen-
da . . • . The people on the loony
right think we're left-wingers."

People for the American Way
spent much time last year attaclliog
the Reagan administration. It
mounted a media campaign accua-
ing Meese, FalweU and Sen. ]ease
Helms (R·N.C.) of trying to stack
the federal judiciary with extrem-
ists and impose a right-wing litmua
test on potential judges.

It issued a scathing report on
Bennett's fU'St 100 days in office,
called "A Department at Risk." It
urged dismissal '01 a Treasury De-
partment official who answered a
citUen's poIt card by calliDg him;,w
"amazing, pathetic creature" for
questioning that America is "a
Christian nation."

The group also helped defeat an
amendment by Sen. Orrin G. Hatdl
(R-Utah) that would have eoded
federal funding to sChool districta
that teach "secular humanism." And
it aired a documentary on book-
burning, narrated by actor Burt
Lancaster, that a Moral Majority
offICial said "would make the pr0-
pagandists of the Soviet Unioo and
the Third Reich proud. *
, The anticensorship campaign is
slowly moving the group's focus
beyond the Beltway. [n 1984, it
helped persuade Texas, the nation's
largest purchaser of school text-
books, to repeal a rule barring the
use of books mentioning evolution.
In recent weeks, staffers have been .
flying to tiny Church Hill, Tenn., to
join a battle over school curriculum.

"You look for opportunities like
that," Podesta said, "so that News-
week then -does a little blurb in
'Periscope' to show that the fight
against secu'lar humanism and eva- .

-Jution is not yet over."
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HOlMANLUI

THE FUND-RAISING lAmE

APeopIeForTheUL~Mmencanrray
"y ou may be aware that

Jerry falwell ...and other
ultra·fundamentalist '

ministllfS '- been preac:hinll •
.~ messaee 01 relilPOUS
extremism to the American
people ..•

·In. recent broadclst ...falwell
Mid: 'Biblically sound tatllook$
must be wrillIln lor e'i8lY school
child in 8*Y course of study. Ow
textboolls ..._ very hunIlInistic mI
wry riddled ~ith antioChri5tian ,
.plIiIosophie$ ..•

. ·11 rnas5iwl, new crusade i$ now
underway ...an a«emptto
'Christianize' America. To achieve
the pis of this 'Christian NalioR
Movement,' leaders from the
Religious Rillht-the R•••. Jerry
falwell, Jimmy Swaaart, Pat
Robertson, alon8 wIth Phyllis
SChlatly, Jesse Helms and .
ot~ tar88ted e'i8lY ~ital
institution basic to American li'e: 1)
our public schools; 2) our federal
COIIl'b; and 3) _ public
offic:iall;"

"It seems that Mr. lear,
under the guise of belflg a
patricllic, fla8-Wavin& .

American, is lrYiIWto brainwash the
American ~ into believini the
Moral ••••. ity is a booIl.••. nq.
IIflKllllSOf'ShiPOfi1Ution wIIicII
trie5 to deny people tnt American
righb. ..Mr. Lear is raising funds
rigtlI ROWto destrov usI And not
only that, he has the ne~ lIIllI
liberal press baciling him • welIl
This 1m_ him a real tlv~ to
us ...

·Thi5 wealthy te/evisioq mogul,
who has deluged American with
such anti-mo<al, anti-family
prCfll'am5as 'Mary ~, Mary
Hattman,' has _ launched a
million dollar, antH:Ivistian
II\IIllSIersC8mpa1i/lof lV spots ...

'"The man that some people
believe to be the greatest ~t to
the American family in our
88neration ...has successfully
brought filth and seXllill peNersion
into our bving rooms lIIllIlId the
way to Illday's gutter . '
Pfll8I'BI'lmifli. "

JEllY flLWILL

What makea aU tbia poIIllibie ia
lIlOlIey, which Lear'a group raisea .
through • tJme-bonored technique:
painting the opposition in fearsome .
coIoni. Lear aides monitor 'Falwell's
every utterance with a "televange-
list survey" that pr~ freah grist
for their food.raising"mill.

Lear, in turn, is' a leading char-
acter in Falwell's fund-raising ap-
peals. While direct-mail donations
to conaervative causes have been
declining, the Moral Majority atill
raised $7 million last yeM as part of
Falwell's $100 million empire.

Lear said that, aJter one Falwell.
mailing called him tbe IUlJJlber One
threat to the American family, be
received death threats from a man
who turned out to have the letter

\ped to hill wall

While many betie'\.-e tbJ{ Lear. Ii
prodigious fllJlll.raiaer, tIanIauIIs
People for the American ~ay, be
dooated just $100,000 of ita $5 mil-
lion budget laat year. Near1y 20
percent <:omelI from ~tioGll,
with tile rest from individua1 c101l11CS
responding to appeals that raroely
WI to mentioo FalweU.

"They use me as a whipping boy,"
Falwell said. "I am to them what
Ted Kennedy ia to the right-fm
their means of raiaing IIIllIIeY. If I
:were to die today, their orgaaiza-
tion would go out of business. •

To that, Lear replied: -Look at
hia mail and bow much it mentions
me . . . . In his mailiuas. which. are
far more vitriolic than anything be
says 011 tbe air, be &Uggefltli that
anybody that cIisa&reea with him is
satanic."

(40) OFFICERS OF THE BERI'RAND RUSSELL SOCIETY, INC.

Chairman, Harry Ruja; President, David S. Hart; Vice-President, Marvin Kohl; Treasurer, Dennis J. Darland;
Secretary, John R. Lenz; Vice-President/Information, Lee Eisler.
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BRSCOMMI'TTEES(ccmlNUED)

Philosophers' Committee Chairman David E. Johnson reports:

May1986

On December28, 1985, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Washington (D.C.) Hilton, .the Philosophers' Comnlittee
of the Bertrand Russell Society sponsored a session in conjunction with the Eastern Division meetings of the
Ameri<;=anPhilosophical Association. The audience fluctuated from 10 to 18. The program as announced
contained a panel by MarxWartofsky and Justin Le.iber on Russell and Wittgenstein, folla..'ed by HughMoorhead
on "Bertrand Russell in War and Peace." By 9:45 Wartofsky had not appeared, so Leiber talked briefly about
what would have been discussed were Wartofsky to have appeared: Le., differences between Russell and
Wittgenstein as role fODdelsfor the profession (in relation to public affairs) and in how they were treated
by the profession. The audience gave about five minutes of lively challenge to Leiber's presentation. Then
we turned to HughMoorhead's paper. About fifteen minutes into this paper, wartofsky popped in and announced
that he had apparently scheduled himself for two panels simultaneously, and would stay with the other
session.

Having clarified this confusion, we proceeded with Moorhead's paper, which was divided into a conceptual
clarification of some of Russell's discussions on the topic. The focus of the latter part was on Russell's
role as an educator of the culture in the factors leading in the direction of war (e.g.,nationalism
p.;ttriotism, glory, fat~listic views of humannature, and disuse of reason), fo l l.owedby his proposals tha~
mi.qht; lead to peace (qui.te a gamut over his lifetime). Russell's primary influence here, Moorheadargued,
was arronq lay readers rather than arronq academicians. The paper concluded with an exhortation to the to
hearers to advance Russell's work by starting with his view that war, man's ultimate absurdity is indeed a
philosophical problem. '

OPINlOO

(42) I.F.Stone is interviewed in The Progressive (reprinted in the Utne Reader Oct/Nov 1984).

[We recall that Stone gave the closing public lecture of the Bertrand Russell Centenary Conference at
McMasterUniversity, in 1972. His topic was "Russell as a Moral Force in ~rld Politics".)

Through six decades of history, I.F.
Stone has established himself as the
dean of dissident journalists in the

. .U.S. A sports and local news beat
reporter in the 1920·s. Stone later became
Washington. D.C. correspondent for PM, a
New York "free-wheeling.sheet" in the 1940's
that "respected the intelligence of its readers."
As publisher, editor and principal writerfor I.F.
Stone's Weekly, he became widely known for
his iconoclastic reporting. The Weekly closed
shop in 1972, and Stone now savors the time
a¥ai/able for reading. The intmiew was con-
ducted by Erwin Knoll, longtime friend to
Stone and editor of The Prosressive.

PROGRESSIVE: I've often heard you de-.
scribed as America's greatest muckraking
journalist, but I seem to recall thill you don't
particularly like that title.

STONE: My God, I'm not the greatest. Hen-
ry Demarest Lloyd, the man who wrote
WealthAgainst Commonwealth-s-tu: was the
greatest. But you're right about my not liking
the word muckraking. It was coined as an in-
suit to Teddy Roosevelt. It comes out of Pi/-
grim's Progress,and just as the terms of Tory
and Whig were once insults but became re-
spectable appellations in British politics, so
muckraker has become more or less respect-
able. But the term really does a disservice 'to
journalism. After all, you're not just raking
muck, you're trying to help people under-
stand what's happening in the society.

A good journalist has a fire in his belly
and a duty to expose abuses.

PROGRESSIVE: Do you believe journalism
is generally performing that function of help-
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ing people understand what's happenina?Is
!t doing it less well than it did when you went
IOtOnewspaper work more than sixty years
ago?

STONE: No, I think the press is better than it
was in the 19205. The New York Times was
just .odawful in the 19205. Godawful! When
I was a young man and Hoover was-Presi-
dent, The Times had a Washington corre-
spondent named Richard V. Oulahan who
used to play medicine ball with Hoover al-
most every morning. And just about .every
day there'd be a front-page story in The
Times that wasn't really a news story at all
but a disguised editorial about what a great
guy Herbert Hoover was. The Times is • far
better paper today.

PROGRESSIVE: How would you define the

function of the press? What is it supposed to
do? .

STONE: The duty of the press is to inform
the public and police the Government.

PROGRFSSIVE: Isn't that ,a rather formida-
ble mission to impose on what is, after all, a
business enterprise?

STONE: That was Jefferson's ideal.
PROGRESSIVE: But Jefferson wasn't think-

ing about entrusting this mission to great
conglomerate 'media corporations.

STONE: No, and he wasn't thinking about
the electronic media, and all that can become
a serious problem. You know, there's' one
good idea in the Soviet constitution: When
Stalin's constitution was promulgated in the
193Os, he claimed it was better than the
American constitution on freedom of the
press because it provided that printing press-
.es and other necessary materials should be
be made freely available to anyone who wish-
ed to express himself. Of course, he never
obeyed it. .

PROGRESSIVE: Do you believe there will
ever be a society that provides that kind of
freedom of expression? .

STONE: I don't know. But if our media
should be wholly swallowed up by big inter-
ests, the day may come when people will
have to enact laws makin. printing presses
and electronic time available to critics ....

The American press has a party line. It's
not II bad as the Soviet press, it's not as rigid,
but there is a defined realm of respectable
discourse. If you cross over the bounds to the
riaht or to the left-it's a little more flexible
to the right than to the left, but it applies on
both sides-then you don't have to write for
the desk drawer or hide your writing under
the bed, II in the Soviet Union, but you sub-



Page 26

mit it to the American equivalent of
samizdat-s-The Progressive. The Nation, In
These Times. You're relegated to publica-
tions that reach only a small number of
Americans. So the dissidents here are al-
lowed to talk to each other, but they don't get
a chance to talk to the wider public. And on
television-my God, you almost never get to
see anyone on the Left. . I

PROGRESSIVE: Given that-I don't want
to call it bias-given that institutional inertia
on the part of the mass media, how will we
ever reach enough people in this country
with enough information and analysis to
bring about fundamental political change?

STONE: Well, we do-somehow. The sys-
tem is not perfect, and it's not monolithic.
There's a parable in the Gospel about the
seeds that fall on stony places. Quite often
you find in the daily newspaper bits and piec-
es of information that run counter to what I
call the party line. They don't make the front
page, and they're not amplified by editorial
writers. columnists. speechmakers, They're
not repeated, they're just dropped. If you're a
careful reader, you pick up these droppings
and develop their inferences, their meanings
for your own audience. That's what you do in
The Progressive and what I did in the
Weekly.

A lot of it can be found right there in the
press, and even more of it can be found in the
public record-in Congressional hearings
and debates, in official documents. For ex-
ample, when [Senators Wayne] Morse and
[Ernest] Gruening opened up on the Tonkin

"The American press has
a party line • . • . a
defined realm of
respectable discourse,"

Gulf resolution [authorizing full-scale U.S.
military intervention in Vietnam], I covered
it in the Weekly. It was all there in the Con-
gressional Record, but nobody bothered to
read it, and editors weren't interested enough
to have reporters cover it. It didn't fit the
party line-just as you don't get stuffin Prev-
da or Izvestia that tells the Russian people
that the war in Afghanistan is a big mis-
take.

But the difference between the Soviet
press and the American press is that if you
look hard enough, here, you can find a lot of
good stories. It's possible for people to keep
informed. One reason the Government is so
badly informed is that it has too damned
many intelligence agencies. I mean that very
seriously. There was a revealing moment
when President Kennedy called in David
Halberstam [of The New York Times) and
General [Victor) Krolak of the Marines, who
was head of intelligence for the military in
Vietnam, and said, in effect, "Hey, you guys
-I read Halberstam's reports in The Times
and I read Krolak's secret reports and it reads
like two different wars. Which is the real
war?" Of course, the real war was being re-
ported in Thr Times and The Washington
Post and The Wall Street Journal and the
phony war was the stuff that came in over the
President's desk. It looked like the real stuff
be cause it was stamped SIiCIlET, but it was a
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bunch of bullshit. . . . .
Secrets playa very small part in human

history. You don't come to uaderstand
what's happening by peeping through key.
holes and seeing how a foreign leader goes to
the toilet. In writing history or journalism-
it's the same thing-you get to understand by
looking at the fundamental struggles, the
interests, the classes, the ideas that become
facts, aDd you try to make sense of all that.

The virtue of a free society is that it
doesn't have to depend on spies and secret
police. Those people are all paranoid. trained
to look for plots, but history is not made by
conspiracies. An essential premise both of
liberal philosophy-Locke, Milton, Jeffer-
IOn-and of Marxist philosophy, which is
also part of the English materialist tradition,
is that history is not made by conspiracies.
As. the Declaration of Independence states,
people will suffer great evils for a long time
before they act to bring about change. Hazlitt
has a wonderful essay on the French Revolu-
tion in which he makes the same point: Pe0-
ple don't revolt until conditions become in-
tolerable.

History is made by fundamental forces,
not by dark conspiracies. Human beings are
rational, to some degree, aDd that rationality
gives hope, aDd we journalists are supposed
to feed this rational element, to inform, to
persuade, to illuminate, 10 people can make
decisions on the basis of debate, and 10 that a
government that's on a bad track can switch
to a good track.

PROGRESSIVE: But how can you apply this
enlightened, rational; but leisurely process of
public deliberation to the threat of nuclear
holocaust, which may confront us with the
prospect of catastrophe not in a matter of
years or months, but in perhaps days or even
hours? '

STONE: The public is very well informed on
this. It's a mistake to think people are un-
aware of the danger, The latest figures in a
poll commissioned by the Committee on the
Present Danger, who are hawks and arms-
race buffs, show that 81 percent favor a nu-
clear freeze, and 31 percent favor nuclear dis-
armament.

But the human race is trapped by its
.. primitive instincts, the macho appeal of war,

and the obsolescence of the nation-state sys-
tem.

Man may now be an endangered species.
We know that if a great change in elimatic
conditions requires drastic changes in the be-
havior of a species, it will probably die out. If
the icecaps were suddenly to melt, polar
bears would die out. No species seems to be
able to adapt beyond a margin, and man may
be in the same position. Unless he can free
himself from his own primitivism, unless he
can learn to master technology instead of
being mastered by it, he's doomed.

That's not a question of capitalism or
oommunism, but free society or dictatorship.
All that is superficial and propagandistic; it's
not the heart of the question. If our antaao-
nist today were a republican Russia or a czar-
ist Russia, it would make no difference at all
in the arms race. After every great war, the
victors square off against each other for the
next one. This has to do with the trap created
by human nature and the make-up of the in-
ternational system.

PROGRESSIVE: How do we break out of
this trap we've devised for ourselves?

STONE: By talking about it, agitating, orp-
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nizing. The freeze movement is doina its
best; it's a wonderful grass-roots movement
-the most encouraaina thing that's hap-
pened in the last ten years.

There's still hope, but the end could
come at any time. Unless we get a freeze very
soon, Moscow and Washinaton will both lose
control of theit own destinies. Then there's
no more Constitution, no more Politburo, no
time to get the President out of bed, no time
for debate. With the advance of technology
and the' reduction ofwaming time, the good
old days when we had thirty minutes' notice
of an ICBM coming across the Atlantic are
just about over ....

PROGRESSIVE: I've known you for a long
time. Even when talking, as we are right now,
about the most grim and threatening devel-
opments, I've always found you hopeful.
You said just a moment 1110, "There's still
hope." In 1953, several years before the Rus-
sians launched their first Sputnik, you saw
clearly a danger that very few other people
saw-the danger of space war-and you
raised the alarm in the Weekly. Here we are,
thirty years later, having advanced relentlessly
toward that danger. How do you sustain your'
optimism? How can you still believe that
we'll be able to get a handle on it? .

STONE: History is not a totally fatalistic dra-
ma. People can change it at least a little bit,
and they have a duty to try. Aristotle tells a
wonderful story about how a defeated army
in headlong flight suddenly begins to tum
around and make a stand and fight. How
does that happen? he asks, and this is what he
says: One man decides he'd rather tum
around and die than run-and he does. Then
a second man follows him, and a third man,
and a fourth man, and soon there's a whole
knot of resistance, and before you know it the
whole army has turned around and what
looked like a defeat has become victory.

PROGRESSIVE: And you believe people
can still turn the defeat we all face into a
victory?

STONE: I think so, yes, though I wouldn't
want to bet on it. But that's our duty. It's a
citizen's duty-and a journalist's duty-to

" ... on television-my
God, you almost never
get to see anyone on the
Left." .

fight. You never can tell, sometimes you
win.

A friend once gave me a word of hope:
He said, "You know, Izzy, if you keep on
pissing on a boulder for about a thousand
years, you'd be surprised what an impression
you make."

I never thought, at the time of the
witchhunts, that I would live to see the day
when J. Edgar Hoover would be recognized
as the kind of jerk he really was, and when
guys like me would find a certain amount of
acceptance, if not applause. I never thought
that would happen, Who would have thought
that a Senate committee would expose the
dealings of the CIA, the attempts to kill Fidel
Castro, the dirty work against Salvador Al-
lende? That was wonderful.

It's still a free society, but it'll become
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less so ifpeople don't have the courage to uti-
lize it.

PROGRESSIVE: You've written about great
moments in human history and about terri-
ble moments, but you tend to remember the
great moments more forcefully than the terri-
ble ones, don't you?

STONE: Well, you have to remember both,
and they're often so mixed up. Anatole
France, who's unjustly no longer read, wrote
a wonderful novel, Les Dieux Ont Soil-The
Gods Are Athirst-which is really a hand-
book for the study of revolution. It's a por-
trait of a Jacobin, a terrible mixture of
idealism, cruelty, brutality, love, humanity
and inhumanity, justice and injustice-all in
one personality that really summed up the
whole French Revolution. It was a dreadful
thing to live throup the French Revolution,
just as dreadful as the Russian Revolution,
and it had the same admixture of idealism
and horror and irrationality.

PROGRESSIVE: So we keep reinventing the
wheel and painfully learning the thiniS oth-
ers learned before us. Don't you find even
that discouraging?

STONE: No, you don't have to reinvent the
wheel. The human race has learned a little
bit. But the human beiDilis still very much a
caveman, and he filluces that the solution to
any problem is to get rid of that bastard
across the, valley, and that the only way to
create peace is to Ilet a billllerclub and IlOin
there and smash his brains out. That's deter-
rence. That's what Reapn wants to do to
Russia. That's the "evil empire"-that other,
guy across the valley. '...

PROGRESSIVE: We haven't talIted about
what you are learning from the Greeo.

STONE: What I learned from the Jews is
more important. I'm in love with the Greelts,
but when it comes to these problems we've
been talking about, the Hebrew Prophets-
and I include Jesus among them, .and Marx,
too, for that matter-have it allover the
'Greeks. There's no compassion in the
Greeks. There's no respect for the lowly. Soc-
rates never speaks of the wisdom ofthe poor
and the humble, the wisdom that comes from
sacrifice, experience, and suffering. For him,
virtue is Itnowledge-but lots of knowledge-
able pepple are pretty awful. You can be a
great scholar and a bad human being, or ig-
norant and a wonderful human being.

You see, Christianity is a marriage of
two diverse strains. One is the deeply demo-
cratic strain of the Hebrew Bible and the
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Gospels-the strain that elevates the com-
mon man. Right at the beginning of the Bible
you have God $lIyinll to the aDilels, "Let's
make man in our image. " So man was made
in the image of God. That's a compliment; .
that doesn't demean him. It elevates him. It
also $lIYswe all come from the same father
and mother. So' the idea of equality comes
riiht out of those early chapters of the Bible.
In the Peasant Revolt, when they finally Ilot
the Bible away from the Church and translat-
ed it so common people could read it, it
spread revolution just as liberation theology
iil doinll right now in Latin America.

Does Reapn Itnow what he's doing with
this rehgious issue? The Bible's a revolution-
ary document. The sayina. "Sooner shall a
camel pass throuih a needle's eye than a rich
man enter into the gates of Heaven"-that's
not in Karl Marx's Das Kapital, that's in the
Gospels. '.

On the other hand, we have the nco-
Platonic and hierarchical view of a society
made up of orders-not just of classes but of
rigid orders-and that idea, too, passed into
Christianity. In that vision, the lower classes
obey the hillher classes, and the hiIlher classes
Jive the poor an occasional pat on the head
and a begar's mite.

It's the hierarchical strain we find in St.
Augustine and in Calvin, who believe that if
someone's rich and powerful, it shows he has
grace. That's made to order for the ruliq
class, for the rich against the poor. But it's
completely contrary to the Gospels. The
Gospels are a cri de coeur of the poor.

PROGRESSIVE: What do you enjoy these
days, Izzy? What do you do for sheer fun?

STONE: I read Greek poets, and other poe-
try. Hebrew poetry. I've been a pious Jewish
'atheist since my Bar Mitzvah, but I am pi-
ous, and at my age, every day is a gift from
God. It's wonderful to hear the birds in the
morning, and to see the trees, and to see
babies.

There's so much to learn and so many
thiDllSI haven't read and it's so much fun-
just so damn much fun. I go to bed with a
whole pile ofboolts, and I check out things in
the encyclopedia, and it's all one seamless
web; human history and human destiny. I
read The Birds of Aristophanes in Greek last
year, and it was so joyful that it gave me a
new appreciation of the birds outside my
window. And the human race is like the
birds, and its poets are the birds that sing.
Somehow we transcend our tate, we tran-
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scend death by poetry.
Imagine, you pick up a poet who lived

more than 2,000 years lila-like Sappha-
and she speaks to you with such immediacy,
such power, such pride. And Homer is won-
derful-he'sjust a mish-mash in English, but
in Greek he's such a great artist. It's worth all
the agony of learniDil Greek.

PROGRESSIVE: It seems to me that what
we've been tallting about all afternoon, in
one way or another, is your pride in the hu-
man experience. 'iou talk about history as
something that was accomplished by a great
team of which we are all members

STONE: Yes, that's right, You Itnow there's a
chorus in the Antigone, and very few scholars
have stopped to think about what it really
means: •It's a celebration of the common
man-<lfthe wonders ofleaming how to sail
and how to fish, how to hunt, how to com-
municate. It's a poem to man. Socrates and
Plato demean the common man, but the
playwripts celebrate him; they're very dem-
ocratic-Aeschylus, Sophocles, and above
all, Euripides.

I figure if you treat common people as
dOllS,as they did in ancient Rome, you make

, a rabble out of them. If you affirm the myth
of equality, it's still a myth-but it gives peo-
ple self-respect, and it makes them feelequal.
That's what DeTocqueville recognized:
Myths can be very creative.

Socrates and Plato always talked about
the human community as a herd, but Aris-
lOtle talked about it as a polis-a civiliza-
tion-and koinonia-a community. Civili-
zation means people can live together in
peace. We need a world polis.

It's madness to reach out to the stars and
begin the great adventure of going to the
moon and the planets and maybe beyond
and still be divided here on Earth by all these
stupid, anachronistic quarrels.

PROGRESSIVE: But you still hope.
STONE: Look, history is a tremendous sym-

phony-music full of anguish and horror and
discord, but there's also beauty in it. I wish
kids would stan studying history again. The
whole history of the human race is fascinat-
ing. It's mostly dark, but then there are the
bright spots. . . . •

Rq1,int~ by permission from The Progressive, 409 E,
Main SI" Madison. WI J3703, Copyrighl Cl /984. The
Progressi>elnc, Subsc,iplions: 12 issues S20/yr" SIJ/y"
students, Back issues are S2.00,

ABOUTarHERORGANIZATlOOS

(43) American Atheists held their 1986 Convention in Somerset, NJ, on April 18,19,20. we expect to report on it in
our next issue.

H~ml<;'C~Society I s "H~mlock Quarterly (April 1986) reports that HemlockI s Aid-in-Dying Act (Humane and
D1gn1f1ed Death Act~ 1S on the nove, USA'IDDAYdid a half-page on it, interviewing Herulock' s founder, -Der'ek
Humphry. HemlockmaiIed the Act to every legislator in California, Arizona and Florida, states where there has
been keen interest in euthanasia. HemlockSociety membership -- now 13,000 --has more than doubled in the last
3 years, with new merrbers coming in at the rate of 600 per month.

(44)

The Rationalist Society of St.Louis --"the oldest local freethought organization in the USA"-- puts out a
nice 5-6 page rronthly newsletter, "secular Subjects". They'd probably send you sample issue, if you asked.
Box 2931, St. Louis, MO63130.
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FOP SALE

(46) Members' stationery. 8 1/2 x 11, white. Across the top:"The good life is one inspired by love and guided by
knowledge.* Bertrand Russell" On the bottom:"*Motto of The Bertrand Russell Society, Inc." $6 for 90 sheets,
postpaid. Order from the newsletter, address on Page 1, bottom.
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