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BR }lID THEATCMBOMB

::"n atem-bombino Russia. Did BR
Yes. See next item.

think it was a good idea to atom-bomb Russia under certain circumst.ances?

(5) From "The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists" (OCtober 1946), with thanks to Harry Huja:

THEATCJtolICBOMBANDTHEPPEVENTIONOF \\'AR
•• .Bertrand Russell

t·rr. Russell in transmitting this l1'zG1uscriot wrote us an interesting note indicating that; it had been
refused l2Y five An'€rican J:.€ricdicals of wide circulation. (It has apC€Olred in t..'1eEnGlish ]ou.rraC?OLDUC.fIi1
offering it to t.he Bulletin -- wni.cn ne reads IlWitJ1 interest and attentionll-- Nr. Ressell t.•.""'""l:sted us to cut
it if necessary Without distort-ir.:r his vierds. --- -- - -- - ---

\'ie ~lish the article in full in j-~'1ebelief that Mr. Russell automatically deserves an AI~erica..'1audience
and G~at L~e Bulletin reader is sufficientlY discri~inatinato crofit frcm articlps wnich he does not
necEssE:L~ilv endorse. --- - - --- -- - --

"Hussell Society N~ws, a qJarterly (Lee Eisler,EditorJ: RD 1, Box 409, Coopersburg, PA 18036
BPS Library: Tom Stanley, Librarian, Box 366, Hartford, VT 05047
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THE nWACT OF xrouc \\Ii\R

The atomic bomb
possible for the
date, but S~ickly,

has set a problem to r~~~ind which must be solved' if any tolerable existence is
humanrace. The problem lS that of abolishing large-scale wex , not at some distant
before there has been ti~e for another vast conflict to break out.

to be
future

If the next great war wer'e to occur wi thi,n the next, two or three years,it would probably lead to a quick
victory for the United States and its allies, since no ot.~er Powervlould have atomic bombs. but if there is
no war in the near future, there will have been time for Russia to manufacture atomic bombs~- and not only
Russia, but manyother nations, great and small. It must be assumed t.hat; bombswill soon becomemuchcheaper
and much more destructive than those dropped on the Japanese. In addi.ti..on to bombsthere is. trie possibility of
sprayir~ large regions with radioactive substances which will e:<terminate all life in their neigbborhood.
Given a little carelessness, life on tru.s planet maybe made impossible.

It is to be expected that, if war comes, it will begin with a surprise attack in t.'1e style of Pearl Harbor.
The aggressor will hope for a ~~ock-out blow so severe as to l1'a~eretaliation impossible. If Great Britain
were the target, it is probable that this hope would be realized, for Great Britain is peculLarIy vulnerable
to atomic attack, owing to the sr~llness of its area and the density of its population. It is to be expected
that during the first day or two London, Glasgow, and all the roajor centers of popuiation will be wiped out;
industrial production will be paralyzed, and about half the inhabitants will perish. To carryon the war after
such a blow would be impossible. .

The situation will be slightly less catastrophic, though still appalling I if the attack is directed against
the united States. In t11efirst 24 hours, NewYork, Hashington, Chicago, and all the main centers of
population will cease to exist, President and Congress will have undergone a diUA"lic alchemy, &~da ccnsider-
able percentage of the inhabitants of the United States, including rrost; of those wno are important in
Indust.ry, will perish. The bombwill be borne by rockets, and it vzil l rJS a rraUer of guessv;crk to infer '.,'hat
government is rosponsio Ie , Some of the survivor s wi l I cIarror for peace at any price, while others wil l
proclaim that thev would rather die thar, submi.t,to so foul a bl ow, If the GO.tion':3st.oro of atomic bombshas
teen successfully· safeguarded, probably the resisters will prevail; w~ere will be fierce revenge, many
nations wi.ll be drawn in, and destruction will continue unt.iI d.i.sorqanizat.icn rnakes e',e furt_ner 0"2..nufact.ure of
atomic bombsimpossible. If one side succeeds first in this aim, it m'3.V consider that it has '.,;ona victory,
but i twill be ~ "victory" far more disastrous to the "victor" than any defeat knovmt.c h:'.Gi:ory.

THE COST OF PREPAREDNESS

Let us consider for a moment\mat will be involved in t.he meantime in safequardiJ,g atomic bombs and rockets.
It 'NiH be necessary to keep their location secret, which will meanv ir't.uatIy a pr ison campfor Lhasa vthowork
in connection vlitt'1them, It will involve a constant suspicion of treachery, leadi;;q to a ~.c,)hibi:;ion of
foreign travel for all but the rrost; highly trusted puol i.c servants, as alre?Gy in Fussi2',. ~",'ll" Lrrvolve a
complete cessation of 'freedom for all scientific worker's whose act.i.vi.t.i.eshave ocny;:,,'ar:ir.qen tile \vex'i}(2
utilization of atomic energy. It will require apparatus and crews always re30Y, day and ni,}nt." to retc.lic.t.e
upon whoever is considered the rrost probably enemy, as soon as there is any report of ,JJ1 at.omi.c bOn) oei.r,o
dropped. These crews must be told that, in "a crisis, tney are not to wai.t £o:c order-Sf s..nce t2:.cst.at.esrren erd
the higher corrrnand will probably be wi.pedout. In the atrrospnere of mutual susp.i.ci.or; thus i~.en~..rated d_lplo{~ats
will meet to discuss such ifl-.portant questions as who is to have the oil of Fersia. or the ri.n of Malaya; as
they talk,t.~ey will be wondering which side will get in first with its Fearl Harbor. Sooner or later, nerves
will give way .end the explos.ion will occur.

If utter and complete disaster is to be avoided, tt'1~re I¥t never again be a great war, unless
within the next i.e» years. Is it possible to establish a iystem which wiJl secure trii.s l:esult
suffer the penalty of our folly and our cleverness?

it occurs
r...efore we

THE PERMANENTPR..,"VENTIO)IOF WAR

It is entirely clear that there is only one way in whi.ch great IVaI'S can be pe:r:rran9nt.lyprevent.ed, and triat. is
the establistunent of an international goverrnrent with a monopolyof serious "=",,,j force. \\'1:1enI speak of an
international gover~ent, I meanone that really governs, not a~al1'iable facade like tile League of Nations, or
a pretentious sham l ike the United Nations under its present constitution. An inter::ational coverrunent, if it
is to be able to pres~~e pe~ce, must have the only atomic booms, the only plant for producing them, the only
air force, the only battleships, and, generally, whatever is necessary to rrake it irresistible. Its atomic
staff, its air squadrons, the crews of its bat.t.Iesrii.ps, and, its Lnf ant.ry divisions, must each severally be
composedof n~n of rranydifferent nations; t.~ere must be no f~ssibility of the development of national feeling
in any uni.t, larger than a company. Every memberof the international armed force should be carefully t.rai.ned
in loyalty to the international government.

The international government must have a monopolyof urarrium, and of whatever other raw rraterials may
hereafter be fou.~dsuitable for tile r.B.Dufactureof atomic bol1'bs. It must have a large ~j of inspectors who
must 'have the right to enter any factory wi.thout notice; any attempt to interfere wit..'1them or to obstruct
thei.r work must be treated as a casus belli. They must be provided with aeroplanes enabling them to discover
whet.her secret; plants are being established in empty regions near ei ther Pole or in the rniddle of large
deserts.

The monopolyof arrred force is the most necessary attribute of the international government, but it Hill, of
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course, have to exercise various governrrental functions. It will have to decide all disputes ber:1een different
nations, and will have to pcssess the right to revise treaties. It will have to be bound by its constitution
to intervene by force of arms against any nation that refuses to submit to the arbitration. Given its
rronopcly of armed force, such Lnt.ervent.i.onwi l l be seldom necessary and quickly successful. I will not; stay
to consider what fcrther powers the international government might profitably pcssess, since those that I
have mentioned would suffice to prevent serious ~ars.

PEACETHROUGHPOi'iERALLIi"'.NCES

There is one other method by which, in theory,the peace of the world could be secured, and that is the
supremacy of one nation or of one closely allied gro~p of nations. By this ~ethod Romesecured the peace of
the 0'lediterranean area for several centuries. Arrerica, at this moment, if it r•••·ere bellicose and
imperialistic, could compel the rest of the world to disarm, and establish a Ivorld-wide monopoly of A~rican
armed force. But the country has no wish for such enterprises, and in a fe',.;years, the opportunity will be
gone. In the near future, a world war, however terrible, would probably end in Americanvictor] without the
destruction of civilization in t..'1eWestern hemisphere, and Americanvictory would no doubt lead to a world
qoverrirrent; under trie hegerronyof the United States - a result which, for mypart, I should welcome with
enthusiasm.

But if, as seems more likely, there is no world war 'until Russia has an adequate supply of atomic bombs,
plans for wozld peace will have to reckon with Russia and America as roughly equal Powers, and an
international qovernment, if it is to be established before the outbreak of an ut.t.erly disastrous war, will
have to be created by agreen~nt rather than by force.

short; of actual force , however, the governrnent of the United States, with the support; of Great Britain and a
numberof other Powers, could do a great deal toward the creation of an .i.nt.ernat.i.onal goverrcment. An alliance
could be formed,consisting in the first place of all No~~ and Sout..'1 Acerica, t..'1e British Commonwealth,
Frarlce, Belgium, Holland, Scandinavia, and Spain (after dealing with Fr'anco), This alliance should procIa im
certain interrational purposes, and ceclare its willingness to be joined by any other Po,.;er ~'1at subscribed to
those purposes , There should be both military and economic inducements to join the alliance: military, in that
the alliance as a whole would undertake the defense of all its members, economic, in a Iower tariff for trade
wi tru,n the alliance than for trade with countries outside it, and also in advantages as regards loans and
access to raw materials. There should be a gradual increase in the closeness of the alliar~e, and a
continually greater ~algamation of military resources. Every possible effort should be made to induce Russia
t:o becomea memberof the alliance. In this way international government might grow up gradually.

PEACETHROUGHTHEUN

:'here is, hov.ever, a strong body of opi.ni.onwhich favors a different course, Instead of trying to crete a
strong orqamzat.i.cn which' would at first not include Russia, those who favor this "cpiruon prefer a weak
orqani.zet.i.or., the United Na·tions, of which Russia is already a memcer, If this is to be anytrrinq rrore than a
"leak evasion of the procIem, it must be supplemented by a vigorous at.tempt to al ter the constitution of the
United Natior:s. At present, there is rnacni.neryfor prevent inq Finland from attacking Russia, but none for
preventiriq ?ussia from attacki.ng Finland. There is, in fact, nctrunq to hinder a Great Power from \-laging
aggressive wax:, wnether against another Great Power or against a smal I defenseless neighbor. The only wars
prevented by tne orgarJ.zation of the United Nations are those that are not at all likely to cccur ,

If the United Nations Organization is to serve any useful purpose, three successive reforms are
necessary.Pi.rst.s the veto of the Great Powers must.be abolished, and majorities must be decIared competent to
decide on all questions triat. comebefore the organization, second, the contingents of the various Powers to
the arroed forces of the organization must be increased until they becomes stronger than any national armed
forces, third, the contingents, instead of zemairunq national blocks, must be distributed so that no
considerable unit retains any national feeling or national cohesion. "'hen all these trunqs have been done, but
not before, The United Nations Organization maybecomea means of averting to great wars.

All this may seem Utopian, and oernaos it is. Politicians and diplcrrats are trained in evasion and arnbi.qui.t.yr
most of tJ1emwill prefer to offer a- shamwhich can be obtained with little effort rather than an effective
neasure that is sure to encounter strenuous oppcsition, but they wi.ll dress up the sham so skillfully that:
many people will be deceived. Those to whomtrie survival of rre..nki.nd is [fore important than victory in the
next election must strive to enlighten the public while there is still time, and perhaps we can succeed.

The men of science, to whom pclitics is an alien art, find thernselves suddenly faced with great
responsibilities which ~l-jeydo not knowhowto fulfill. By their discoveries they have put immense~ers, for
good or evil, into the hands of ordinary menwho have not the traLJing required for a rapid char~e in age-old
mental habits.

The pclitical wcrId is complex, and understanding nuclei is no help in understanding diplomacy. But
intelligance which enabled physicists t.o understand nuclei will enable them to understand pclitics,
t..'1eyrealize that the problems are complex and that slap-dash solutions will not work.

the same
provided

"THEBIGT;~"

Although people speak of the "Big Three" or the "Big Five", there are in fact two Powers, the United States
and the U.S.S.R., which far surpass all others in strength. Other Powers are, some of them, satellites of t..'1e
one, someof the cther , somehesitantly neutral. All other important Powers, including Great Britain, are, I
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trunk , prepared to acquiesce in the limitations 0;: nat.ional sovereignty that are called for by the atomic
borro, 'I'hi s is not owing to any superior wisdom, but ':>ecausetheir national sovericnty is al ready at t.'1e mercy
of the Big Two. (E.C;. the British" have to submit to Bretton \'loodsand the Chinese , unless vigorously supcor't.ed
by America, to the loss of Fort Arthur and the South Manchurian Railway.) The problem of establishing an
international authority is therefore a problem of wruch the solution rests with Arrerica and Russia.

Russia, since it is a dictatorship in which public opinion has no free means of ~xpression, can only be dealt
with on the qovernment.aI. level. Stalin and ~1010tov,or their successors, will have to be persuaded that it is
to the national interest of Russia to permit the creation of an effective international qoverrrrent , I do not
t.hi.nk the necessary persuasion can be effected except, by qoverrurent.s, especially the governrrent of the U:uted
States. Nor do I thi~~ that t.'1epersuasion can be effected by arguments of principle. Tr,e only possitle way,
in myopir~on, is by a mixture of cajolery and threats, rraking it plain to the Soviet authorities that refusal
will entail disaster, while acceptance will not.

'Tr~ EDUCATIQNTASKIN ru~ICA

Persuasion in the United States, where there is freedom of propaganda, is a different matter. If t.hings do
not go as we might wish, the fault is not with t.'1epol it ic ians , though they get the blarrer the fault. is wi t.h
public opinion, t.o which the politicians, as demxrats, quit.e legitirrately" give, ',.ray. Vinat is needed is a11

.imrense campaign of public educat.i.on, The average Arr:.ericavoter, very nat.urally, is annoyed by the way in which
the follies of Europe and Asi.a compel 1'"wrica t.o go to war; in .his emotions he is an isolationist, even wnen
hard facts have convinced his reason that isolationism is no longer practicable. He wishes the Atlantic w~re
still as wi.de as in \'iashington' s day, and is apt to forset the arguments aqai.nst; isolationism whenever
business is prospering.

Tc, meet t.'1isdifficulty it is necessary to bring home,not only to administrators or Congressrr.€;1, cut to the
ave::?!.']eArrer.icancitizen, t.he dancer's to which, .witriin a few years, Arrerica wi11 be exposed, an: the
bV,ssil)i.lity of wardi.nq off the dangers except by a partial surrender of sovereignty. The first reaction of
rune people out of ten will be to urge that ruwrica should have rror'e bombstrian anyone else, so that an attack.
by 2JTy" other nation would be obviously folly. The fallacy in this point. of view must;be madeplain to all 2Jl(l

sundry. I': mist; be pointed out that; j\wrica has already been involved in two world wars as a c.irecn: result of
the fear of being involved: both in 194 and in 1939 Germanywould not have gone t.o war if Ameri.ca had
pronow,csd in advance against neutrality. It nTustbe rrade clear that the SwTe thing wDuldinevitably happen
again: a. W'1I between Russia and China, or between Russia and Great SriLain, would be sure to Lnvolve trie
United StOlLes.Next, b'1eut ter disaster of an atomic war must be madeclear, and it must;be derronst.rat.edU'r.1t
there is no cef ense aqai.nst; a surprise attack. Finally, it must be proved t.hat, there is no hope in a Kellogg
Pact, declarations of universal good will, or paper prohibit.ions of D'1euse of at.omic borrbs. All this mus~[)8

set forth in speech and in wri ting throughout the length and breadth of the Iand, by menhavi.nq no rrotive
exc;""pt public spirit. and the hope that the worId in which they have lived mayst.ill exist. in thei.r chilciren's
tiffi'~••

:::.f sucn a c2j,rt)i!.ignis to succeed, it r2q1~es three things: a definite prcqrarrrre, an organization, and the
enthusi.asr« of c. q.cez-t. rroral crusade. Without this last nothing can be achieved, for although, from a pure ly
ret i.onel rcOE:t. of vi.ew, se If-pr'eservatacn is a sufficient rrotive for all that needs to be done, sel£-·
preservat.i.on alone ;'IU J not overcomeb'1e obstacles of rational truriki.nq t.hat; are presented by ancient. habits
of haU::e<l .. suspi.ci.on, and env'1.'.fr;eshall have t.o realize that what injures a foreign nation does not
necessarily ben·2fit our 0I.;n. \~e shall have to learn to feel a little uncomfortable if Yiewal lcw in plenty
whEe mil lions die of hunc;er and cold. Weshall have to feel t.hat; domination brings less happiness than
cooperat i.on, and t.hat rrnrt.uaI hostility, which was always wicked, has nOl"becomesuicidal folly.

But I would not, have it thought that our campaign should be mairily negative or based entirely on an appeal to
fear. The appea.l to fear has its function, especially in provi.d.inq an initial shock whi.ch may cornpeI
attent.ion. But the ul tirrate and roost.valid appeal should be to hope. There is no need of sreat wars, no need
of the llorror of populations reduced to utter IT'isery, harried and stalv"ed in a vast campaign of retribution.
There is no reason why poverty and want shouId continue any,..•'here in tc'1eworld. "'here is no reason 'dhy national
education, in alwost every COlli~try/ should encourage false beliefs \~~hichpromote warlL~e feeling. There is ~o
reason ,,,hy Increase in the efficiency of production should be used, not to raise the standard of life, cut t.:1
Lncrease the proportion of humaneffort that is devot.ed to mutual extermination. All these evils depend for
t.heir ccritLnuede..xistence upon war f and D'1enational hostilities bred by the fea: of war. If once the fear of
war were rerroved, the whoIe humanrace could quickly attain a level of hapoi.ness and well-being surpass.irvj
that of t.he rrost. fortunate in any earlier t.irre, If the atomic bombshocks the nations into accui.escence in a
system rraki.nq great. wars impossibie, it will have been one of the greatest teens ever conferred "by science.

But it is t.irre to return from these high hopes to tne very different world in wh.i.chfor the present we have to
live. I shall assume that. such a campaign as I have bdicated has had [will have?]a considerab le measure of
success in Ar.~rica ar~ Great Brit.ain. (It. will encolli1ter less op?Qsition in Great Britain, because the British
realize that Great Britain w"ill be wiped out L'1the next; great war, if it cccur s , ) It rernains to ask
ourselves what, in that case, we ought to do about Russia.

ru~LO-ruv,ERICANPOLICYTa/rrffiDSRUSSIA

The policy most lL~ely to lead to peace is not one of unadulterated pacifism. A complete pacifist might
say: "Peace wi.t.h Russia can always be preserved by yielding to every Russian derrand;" This is tr.e policy of
appeasement,pursued, with disastrous resul ts, by the British and French C-overnrr:er:tsir: the year before the war
that is neyv.Iended. I rnysel f supported this policy on pacifist grounds, but. I nowhold that I was mistaken.



Page 5 Russell Society News, No. 45 February 1985

Such a poLi.cy encourages continually greater dernandson the part of the Power to be appeased,until at last
some demandis made which is felt to be intolerable, and the whole trend is suddenly reversed. It is not by
giving the appearance of cOYJardiceor unworthy submission that b1e peace of the world can be seC"Jred.

In dea l i.nq with the Soviet Q:Jvernment, what is rrost needed is defilliteness. The Aroer ican and British
goverr~nts should state \vhat issues b~ey cor:sider vital, a~d on other issues they should allow Russia a free
hand. \'lithin this f raroeworkthey should be as conciliatory as possible. They should makeit clear that genuir:e
international cooperation is what L~ey rrost desire. But although peace should be L~eir goal, L~ey should r:ot
let it appear that they are for peace at any price. At a certain stage, when the.i.r planhJ for an
internati0021 gov~~nt are ripe, they should offer tr£m to the world, and enlist L~e greatest possible
arrount of support; I th.ink they should offer them trirouqh t.he mediumof the United Nations. If Russia
acquiesced willingly, all \VQuldbe well. If not, it 'tJOuldbe necessary to bring [Jressure to bear, even to the
extent of risking war, for in that case it is [Jretty certaill that Russia would agree. If Russia does not agree
to join in forming an international governTent,there will be \var sooner or later; it is therefore wise to use
any degree of pressure that maybe necessary.. But pressure should not be applied unt i l every possible
conciliatory approach has been tried and has failed. I have little doubt that such a policy, vigorously
pursued, would in the end secure Russian acquiescence.

THECONSB;2UTh'CESOFFAILURE

The issue is the rrost rromentouswith which mankindhas ever been faced. If it is not solved, war will
exterminate the civilized portion of rrankind, except, for such rernnant.sas may have been engaged ill exp.lori.nq
the Arctic Continent or investigating the theo Ioqy of Titetan Lamas, These will be the few to :::eestablish
civilized communities. If mar~nd, in the course of a millenium or ~~, slowly clL~s back to its present
intellectual level, it is to be presu~ that it will again inflict a similar catastrophe upon itself. If any
of trie things that we value are to surv ive r the prco Iernmust be solved. Howit can t€ solv~ is clear; th~
difficulty is .to persuade the humanrace to acquiesce in its ovm survival. I cannot believe that tru s task is
.imposs.ible ,

(6) I. F. Sto.r'e on BRon the AtomBomb.This seems like a good time to t.ake another look at some of what I. F.
Stone said at the Russell CerrcenaryCelebration, at ~1c~laster in 1972. vihat fo l Icws is from "Russell: fhe
Journal of the Bertrand Russell Arch-Lves"(Surrme.r1981. pp. 15-20):

He predicted in the 1936 obituary that he was going to sit out the
next war, and so he did. He went to America and didn't come back
to England until late in the war. He didn't change his position
until M.ay 1940, after the European war started, I 0 and I think that
this coloured his position in the next period. You know how the
life of Oliver Wendell Holmes (the father of the justice) was very
much affected by his experience in the American Civil War. (Our
Civil War is one of the few wars that Russell discussed in his 1916
book Juscice in War-Time: he says that it was a war of principles,
and it was to some degree; not enough, unfortunately, but to some
degree). Holmes said: "Not to take part in the great struggles of
your time is not to have lived." It is a hard saying for men like
Russell, for a lot of us who in our smaller ways are like Russell,
because to stand aside from the madness out of the desire to
perpetuate human sanity certainly has its validity; and yet not take
part in the struggle is not to live, and it was in many ways a great
hour for England. Then we have Russell coming back to England
and, as if belatedly, taking an anti-appeasement position vis-a-vis
the Soviet Union, which brings us to this dark corner of the
Westminster Address in November of 1948, which unfortunately
was not a minor aberration.

Going back over the records, there are about a dozen articles
that really called for preventive war, beginning within ten days of
the dropping of the bomb on Hiroshima when Lord Russell had an
article in the I.L.P. Socialist paper, the Glasgow F01'lDard.'1 There
is a strong resemblance between the Westminster speech, the
transcript of which was published in Nineteenth Century and
AjUr,12 and the speech made by Churchill at L1andudno at the
Conservative Conference earlier that month, in which Churchill
called for a showdown with Russia now whiie we have the bomb
and before they have it. There is an illuminating passage, because
it shows the delusions to which we are all subject, in another of the
articles Russell wrote at that time. You know the Romans had a
wonderful saying: "nothing too much". And one can have too
much even of reason, strange to say. The application of undue
rationality to. human affairs sometimes leads 10 very horrible

conclusions. Not because rationality is wrong, or there is some-
thing wrong with rationality, but because every rational analysis,
by the very nature of the case, is an abstraction from and a
simplification of an enormously chaotic and complex situation of
perpetual interaction with so many imponderables and so many
unknowns, that for us merely to think about it requires us to
abstract-out a tremendous amount of living reality. I know in
Jewish affairs the Stern Gang, who were not right-wing terrorists
like .the Irgun, but left-wing terrorists 1.L\::ethe Narodnicks in
Russia and very, very rational, and therefore very, very lunatic,
had themselves a remarkable syllogism. They said: "Look, Hitler
and we are both against the British Empire, a common enemy;
Hitler and we both want to get the Jews out of Europe; therefore,
we are allies against the British." II was meshuga. It was mad. It
wa impeccable logic, and it was crazy. And it stands as a warning
if after you construct a beautiful syllogism, a beautiful truth, and
then something ought to be done that is necessary, though
horrible-if there's a "horrible" in it, don't do it. Forget it. Put it
off. Procrastinate. Don't be rational. Don't be logical. And to have
even Russell, who was so incisive and so astringent, so clever, so
ungiven to taking even reason too seriously on most occasions, say
during one of these preventive war speeches (this was for the New
Commonwealth, a British Society for the Promotion for Interna-
tional Law and Order, presided over by the Right Honourable
Winston Churchill), to have Lord Russell say, in the autumn of
.1947, "The argument that I have been developing is as simple and
as unescapable as a mathematical demonstration". (God help us!
Down with mathematics!) "I will summarize it", as he continued,
"in the following propositions:

1. Mankind can not long survive, in this age of scientific warfare,
unless great wars can be prevented.

2. The only way to prevent great wars is to create a single govern-
ment possessing a monopoly of the more formidable weapons.

3. The first step in this direction-for which governments and pub-
lic opinion are ready in most parts of the world--'-is the creation of
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an international authority for the control of atomic energy. [That
was the Baruch Plan.]

4. This step has been advocated by the United States and resisted by
Russia.

5. II Russia's resistance can be overcome by diplomatic pressure,
full international government may come peacefully by gradual
degrees.

6. Diplomatic pressure is more likely to succeed if many nations join
in it than if it is left to the Unired States.

7. If diplomatic pressure fails, war, sooner or later, is inevitable.
[Beware of the word "inevitable'"]

8. If there is war, it will be less destructive if it comes soon than if it
comes late, and if many nations support the United States than if
few do so.

9. If there is war, the main issue should be the creation of an
international government; and if this is its outcome, the next great
war may be the last. [How many dreamers have said: Just give us
one more war, one more blood-letting, and then we will be in
paradise.]

10. If peace can be made secure, there is every reason to expect that
mankind will be happier than ever before; if not, unhappier.

This momentous issue is to be decided during the next few years by
the collective will of mankind. No issue of equal importance has faced
our species since it emerged from the ape. J;

But this, I must say, wid] all due respect for the memory of our
very great friend, and one of the greatest men that ever lived, was
monkey business. It is very interesting that, in the last few
months, the American government has released more of the secret
documents dealing with what TOdo about atomic energy, and last
year they released some of the preliminary documents. 14To read
them against the background of the debate in which Churchill and
Lord Russell and the Labour Party and so many people engaged in
proposing preventive war makes you realize the prospect of the
destruction of our planet made it seem logical. and rational-why
not drop one more bomb on Russia before it is too late, and make
them consent to world governmen t and save mankind from what's
coming? It is all very logical and rational" I must say that out of the
secretdocuments the man who comes out best is Henrv L. Stirn-
son. Stimson pleaded with Truman; he said the Russian~ will have
a bomb within four to twenty years, there is no secret about it.
(Actually they got it in four years and one rnonth.) Let', give them
the secret. It Isn't much to give anyway; see what thev can do with
it, and try to negotiate an entente with which we can rebuild the
world after the war. And that was the course of wisdom.

In Russell's writings you will find, foreshadowed before they
happened, the Baruch plan and the Truman C;C'ctnne. New Rus-
sell had a curious love affair with our country. He both loved it and
hated it. He was fascinated by it and repelled by it. As a British
aristocrat and a Whig, he felt That America and Russia were. both
going in the same direction towards a mass-production, industrial
civi1izat.io~, a danger to individuality. But very early, at least as
early as hJS book with Dora Russell on The Prospects of Industrial
Ciuilicaticn J» he felt (and this idea kept recurring in his work)
that perhaps it was hopeless to try to bring 300m international
order by voluntary consent. For justice in ancient times there had
to be a Rome; as Roman power established itself, Roman citizen-
ship spread, and you had a real pax Romana-in which Spaniards,
Yugoslavs, and North Africans all felt they were cives Romani
Roman citizens. You had Spanish emperors, and even a YUC7os1a~
Serbian emperor late in the empire. Russell felt that America was
the country that would have the preponderance of power and
c~uld force a pax Americana on the world. The idea reappears in
hIS 1936 book, and it reappears in his writings after the war. He
also outlined the idea of NATO. As a matter of fact, when he had
that accident in Norway in 1948 when he had to swim through The
icy water at Trondheirn, he was in Norway on behalf of the British

Government to speak to students and try to win Norway for NATO.
Finally, in despair, he felt that The only way to bring abOUT an
international order was to have America impose it on the world,
and that if it was going to be imposed, it would be better to impose
it before Russia got the bomb and get it over with. It is a horrible
idea, and it shows how all of us arc fallible, even the greatest of us,
but when you read the documents, you really understand it better.
You appreciate his anguish.

In the Nineteentb Century and After they printed not only the
transcript of Russell's speech but the text of the questions after-
wards and the answers he gave, This was at his request because he
felt he had been "widely misrepresented in the press", and wrote
to various newspapers to say SO.16 Unfortunately he was nOE IIDS-
represented, I am sorry to say, Let's look at the transcript of the
question period. I think there is no better way to honour our

.friend, our great friend, than to fearlessly examine weak spots in
his own career for the lessons they hold for the future of mankind.
He himself would have done so with any great man he revered.
One of the questions was:

Had not Lord Russell a.more encouraging message to give 10 young
people? Two succeeding generations had been desolated by war. Was
all that he could offer to a third generation yet another devastating
war? It seemed a most hopeless and gloomy prospect to be offered by
so brilliant and distinguished a speaker. It was a deplorable picture for
young people to ~ave to contemplate.

The reply did not really deal with it:

Earl Russell replied that he had come to tell the truth as he saw it, and
while he 'agreed that the picture was a gloomy one as far as the
immediate future was concerned, he thought that we should prefer to
face facts. For the present state of the world other people, not he, were
responsible and he could not help it. He was sorry that he could not
give a more hopeful survey, but it would not have been a true one.!"

If you read aa early article after Hiroshima that Lord Russell
wrote for the Forward on the question of what would be the future
of Russian-British relatiocs.!" you would see that he himself
should have seen the answer. He pointed out that from the rime of
the Crimean \Ylar until the naval race with Germanv that
foreshadowed the First World War, British policy was obsessed
with me supposed Russian danger to India and that, after the War,
the old psychosis of the Russian bear revived until once more
Germany was strong enough to endanger England. He might very
well havethought that first of all (one of the great delusions of the
time).

I flust say in the new documents that came out in March, which
very few scholars have noticed and Little has been written about,
there is a long document by our J oint Chiefs of Staff with much to
do about the new world. But there is not a goddamn word about
the atom bomb, and you might think they were still running the
horse cavalry. They had universal military training, and all the
bases they wanted around the world, including Saigon, but the
atom bomb just passed right over their heads. The idea that it
required new tactics, new strategy; new formations, new kinds of
armed forces, just wasn't there. They were still speaking about the
Civil War and Sherman's march Through Georgia. But there is a
document by General Groves, who ran the Manhattan project
which developed the atom bomb, and he was quite a troglodyte.
He used to call Robert Oppenheimer his "white Jew" to show his
liberal attitude. Groves said That if mankind only knew the power
in this bomb, They would rise up and demand an end to war. I. But'
his own formula was that America should impose its power on the
world and destroy the atomic plans of any other country that
might be making a bomb and have a worldwide espionage system,
The Baruch plan, if you look at it carefully, was a phoney. I must
say that in The Nation i had a piece called" Atomic Pie in The Sky"
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- .
that analyzed it when it came out, and I still think the analysis
holds up today. 20 What was phoney about it was that it was asking
the Russians to handle all their resources and factories through an
American-dominated commission, on the promise that in stages,
and at some future date, they would get the secret of the bomb, bur
not the right to produce it. It really meant handing over the control
of the Soviet Union to another power, many of whose leaders were
thinking of preventive war, as Churchill was and even as Russell
was. There is a document newly released that puts the giving of the
bomb as perhaps in seventy-two months, which would be six years
after taking over the uranium mines and the atomic plants in the
Soviet Union and other countries. Now the Russians got the bomb
in four years and one month, which was better than waiting for
Baruch. Of course Nixon's recent visit to M.oscow is reallv the
fruit of meeting brutality with brutality in this brutal world, and it
paid off, I am sorry to say. So that on closer examination, even
then without the secret documents, the real nature of the plan
should have been clear to Russell.

'0 AVlObiograph.v, 1914-1944, p. 357.
""The Bomb and Civilization", Forccrd ; 18 Aug. 1945, pp. 1,3·
""Atomic Energy and the Problems of Europe", Nineteerun Century and After,

145 (Jan. 1949), 39-43.
1J "International Government", New Commomuealth ; 9 (Jan. 1943), 80.
•• Fo-reign Relations a/the United States, 1946, vol. I, General.' The United Notions

(Wasi'inglOn: us Government Printing Office, 1972).

"New York, 1923, p. 76.
""Resisting Russia", The Observer, 28 Nov. 1948, p. 3; "Lord Russell's Ad-

dress", The Times; 30 Nov. 1948, p. 5·
11 Nineteenth Century "nd A/",", p. 43·
""What Should be British Policy towards Russia?", Fonxard, 29 Sept. '945, p.

4; reprinted as "Britain and Russia", J.fGncMsleTGuardian, z Oct. 1945, pp. 4,

6.

"Foreign Relalwnso[rhe UnitedSwces, 1946, vol.I,General: The United Nations,

p.1201.
zu The Nation, 162 (6 Apr. 1946),390-1.

REPORTS FRON OFFICERS

(7) President Don Jackanic2 reports:

Work on the June 1985 Washington meeting goes on. In the May 8§~
full details will be available. For- now, I feel we carl all look
forward to a good meeting~ and I very much hope for a sizeable
member turnOl\t. If you are planning on atterlding~ it is not too
early to mat~e travel plans. Accomodations will be available near
the meeting site (mj~re an that in May). Of COljrSe the attractiof15
of a city li~~e Wastlington will also contribute to a decision of
ma~:in9 the trip. If you have agenda items to be conSIdered for tile
Sc)ciety Business Meeting, please wri"le to me as soon as possible.
Any proposals or suggestIons you may generally have for the me~ting
should also be addressed to me.

*

As the meeting prog~am has not yet beer)' finalized~ there lnay yet be
r o orn -for an int(=rested member to makE a formal pr·esentation. If "lOLl

would like to participate in this way, please contact me Wittl your
proposal.*
I again urge each member to conEid~r making a nomInation for the BRS
Award. Recipients in .past years have been well chosen arld in one
instance--in 1980 with Paul Arthur Schilpp--the awardee was able to
attend an Annual Meeting. The Award Committee will be making its
decision well in advance of tt1e JLlne meeting~ so ttle time for you to
;3.ct is nCH",I.

*

In late March I will make a trip to Britain to investigate furthGr
the possibilities of ~lolding a fl\tllre BRB meeting in an appropriate
setting such as Cambridge or London. Such a meeting has beer) dis-
cussed for 50me time and perhaps 1986 will be the year. The advis-
ability of meeting in Britain 11a5 been qLlestioned as the major"ity of
our membership is American arId Canadiafl. But tl,ere :is also a sub-
stantial amount 0+ SLlppo~t. ~~aving exchanged letters with Britistl
contacts -this past year~ it is now tillle to' lear8 more in person
aboLlt meeting facili"ties, p05sible ca-~~por1sorstlip~ etc. 1 ~Jill re-
port my -fifldings to the Society arld tile Board of Directors in JLIJ"le.
Member- comments and suggestiorlS on ttlis issue are welcome.
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REPORTS FR01~CC:,'1NITrEES

(8) Library COIr.mitte~(TomStanley, Chaiman):

I have certainly not found my short tenure as Librarian bunlensome. Only
three requests for audio tapes and six requests for video tapes have arrived
since November. I enjoyed mating; back up copies of the cassettes and am
looking; forward to hearing from any member who can suggest sources for
additional A/V material.
On the grounds that our films are irreplaceable and subject to stress when
used,we are withdrawing them from circulation. They will be reserved for
use at annual meetings or other special occasions. All except one are
available on V;IS format tape. \'Ie now have several copies .o f each, but I
would like to request that you limit your r~quests to one or two items.

In order to recoup some of the expense involved in purchasing filmS and
in keeping our inventory of books for sale current,we will now levy a fee
for borrowing tapes:
Videotapes .••••• 4.00 PP. Borrower pays return postage/insurance
Aud i ot ape s •••••• 1.00 PP. Borrower pays return pas tage/insurance not necessary

In the past we rented films for $25-~40. The use of the same waterial en
cassette will contribute about ~2.50 to the Library.
Since most of the films are intervie\ols I have dubbed audio cas::>ettes af
each. Two other interviews are available t uanks toi-iathan Salmon and Lee:

217 Donahue Intervie,;s Gore Vidal. Also .Iona t han ~'lille:( Lnt erv Lew
213 BDC'S "The Life and Times of Bertrand Russell"
219 \{oodro'; ','Iyatt Interviews Hussell.
220 Sp eak i.r g Personally: iJertrand Hussell. John Chandos's interview.
221 DDC'S "Bertie and the Bomb"
222 David Sus s lc.ind spealr i ng with Russell

\{. \i. xo r t.on has donated a copy of Bertrand Hussell and His ',Yo.cld fo r our
lending library. lie hope to be able to o rre r Xorton' s-1tusseIl' titles in
the near f ut.u r e ,
Contemplation and Actian:1909-191~,Volume XII of the COI.LEeTED PAPERS OF
BEHTH..';"WlWSSELL,s houLd be av a i lable Ap r t L-Hay 1985

..

,-----_._._---_.-

RELIGION

(9 ) t·lark Russell's prayer, from the Congressional Record.

Our Fatn.'.er or r10ther, who are either in heaven, rii.rvana, ", S 1 ''I'h k d l?ecc~ or ar:t Lake Ci 1:y I hal Ioved be D~V :J.c.IT:'2.
1 ''I .i.nq omcome, t.hy wi11 be Gone, provi.d.i.nq thv wi11 t t ' "f . lS !12 ~~.!rK::-:("J..Cdis a iways the big T,vLJ1.."','2:C over the
o:;elgn heathen. Give us this day our daily "mite bread, black bread, H.a.liA.l1bread. JPlvish rve k'1C~" 1-,

mw:~l.nsor tacos, and a quarter-pounder with cheese and Laroe f r ies to go r"1" lead 'u~"·~·o;~l-:-n<-o·~:':""~ta~'':JtLl.S'.or t h 1 b h J- -' _..... - * ru ....t .' ~l .l~ '- J.L •....•....••l<W· ~ lon
In 0 scnoo uses tnat take us to neighborhoodswhere t.he kids are differer..t.. For tru.ne is trie ~l.~' ~ I

and the nnlver and the glory . .. r I - ...l.~.. - ."- "lna~OD
, • t'-' c, eSp2ClallY .::or p20p e who still use words 1iK.? "t.hi.ne", ." '

(Thanks to "Humarnst; Quest for Truth Ne"/sletter", Jane Conrad, Edit.or, PO2.ox 625, Brighten, CO80601.)

(10) J3J~S Maki is not making.reconrrerx'at.i.onsr ratrier , he is requesting them:

1 would like to see the rrerroers send in a list of the best 10 boo"BR .'\.5 they have read, other than books by
, and regardless of whet.he r in or out of print. Then have the Sccietv rrake them ava i.Iab Ie t t.h '_ 0 L.l e rr€fTlJ:€rs .

Not a bad idea. Howabout telling us your Best Ten? And if l'~'St S d th - fewer than 10, that's OK; we'll take what
,ve ge , en e names of your Best Ten (or Less) to the newsletter, address on Page 1, bottom.*
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ABOUTBERTAA"lDRUSSELL

(ri) Classica 1?, The following remark, sent to us by JOHN;;TILHEI1-1,appeared in Hurnarust; Century & Calendar (August
1984, p.]):

,'lould Bertrand Russell ever have developed his intellect to its fine-honed heights had he not had a full
classical education?

i'le asked HARRYRUJ.;'"whether he thought BRhad had a "full classical education"?

Doubtful. He probably studied some Latin and Greek in his youth, but he rarely refers to Latin & Greek
aUL~ors in his \·rritings. He kept a journal in English written in Greek letters (to keep his thoughts hidden
from his elders) but not in Greek, which I'm sure \vould have been beyond him. He was fluent in boL~ French
--and Gerrrani he lectured and answered questions impromptu in French, and reviewed many long and tough books
in Gerrran, in the 1900s. He also knew some Italiili~. But Latin ar~ Greek? ••very doubtful.

He waS well read in literature and could recite long passages from poems he favor.ed from me~Dry. Details of
what he read are given in Collected Pa~rs-I (pp. 347 ff.) Over a hlli~dredare in French or Ge~an. There is
only one in Latin -- a mathematical treatise by Gauss. None of.the Greeks are represented except Plato -- in
translation. There's a Lot, of Browning, Shelley, Shakespeare,MarlOlve, Henry Ja;nes, and a great variety in
various areas -- but "classical"?

Keep in mind that in his last three years at Cambridge, he concentrated on math, and in his fourth on
philosophy ("~!oral Tripos").

As for what 'honed' his mind: (1) genes, (2) association with elders almost exclusively all through his
childhood, and .(3) solitude for uninterrupted study and reflection.

Q.E.D.

P.S. in "Bertie and the Bo~b,"you can hear BRsaying,"I never liked the classics. Mathem3.tics is what;
interested me."

(12) Toronto editorial, 1931. Here is a portion of all editorial wi th a memoryof the past,in the Toronto Daily Star
(December14, 1931, p. 2), with tharlks to Harry Ruja:

A Hundred Years Agoand NON

Bertrand Russell lectured in ~lassey Hall on Saturday evening and it is intel:est.ing to not.e that on the same
date one hundred years ago, December12th,his illustrious grandfaL'1er, Lord John Russell signed the Reform
Bill whi.ch brought about so manychanges in the life of the British people.

The
the
with
with

century that intervenes has witnessed no greater changes in British life than in tile mental outlook of
Russells, for it would surely have teen difficult fer Lord Jo~~ to irrBgine himself having a grili~dson
the opinions and beliefs of Bertrand. It must amuse the grandson, too, to look back upon a grandfather
the untroubled, conventional mind of Lord John.

•
To a daily newspapermana hundred years is a long period of time, and naturally so, for in that time a vast
number of newspapers are put forth. But to a philosopher like Bertrand Russell a century is but a brief
space in that long flow of humanevents in which the tendencies of ~,kind slowly ~eveal thenlselves, L3.ke
on meaning, and are seen to gain a possible direction and a perceiVable purpose ..

As regards news the century that intervenes between the one Russell and L'1eother has given a prodigious
output. The parliament in Engla.nd, from being t.he most exclusive club in the world, is so changed that
miners have comeup out of the qround to be cabinet ministers. One prime minister has come from the horneof
a blacksmith and another from t.he homeof a \Jelsh cobbler.

Lord John Russell, signing one hundred years ago Saturday L'le Reform Bill from which so manychanges have
CGT.e aIld one of the greatest of changes being Lhe cr~nge in the Russells -- directs interest to anoLher
similar event.In the cablegrams of Saturday carre the news that the Harcourt family is in difficulties
through three successive deat..hs on \vhich succession duties t~,es had to be paid -- aIld it was Sir William
Harcourt who fathered this succession duties ta~ nearly half a century ago.

etc.



Page 10

(13) From the ''''ashington Post (1/10/85, A19):
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HUMANISM

Department Proploses Rille to CtubA .
'1" 1 e f' 'Q _1 ll::r ~ G .,ieaCllJing 01 oeeurar rtumarusm
Controversial 'Ierm Remains Undefined

By Felicity Barringer
Wa~hlflilton Po-~I ::J[.llf Wr;rt'r

The Education Department, fol-
lowing legislation approved by Con-
gress last summer, has proposed a
rule prohibiting school districts
from spending certain earmarked
federal funds on any course that a
district "determines is secular hu-
manism."

However. the proposal, which
defines several other concepts
ranging from "magnet school" to
"minority group," offers no guid-
ance on what lt means by "secular
humanism."

The rule, and the law that
spawned it, apparently represent'
the federal government's first of-
ficial use of the term-used peJO-
ratively by some fundamentalist and
conservative groups to describe ev-
erything frem atheism to Darwin-
ism-since a footnote to a 1961 Su-
preme Court decision included "sec-
ular humanism" on a. list of religions
that "do not teach what would gen-
erally be considered a belief in the
existence of God."

A group of liberal constitutional
rights activists is trying to stir up
opposition to the rule by bringing it
to the attention of the press and
public, But Democratic congres-
sional aides familiar with the nego-
tiations over the law argue that the
very lack of a definition makes the
prohibition harmless. One aide to its
author, Senate Labor and Human
Resources Committee Chairman
Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah), calls the
debate "a tempest in a teapot."

In a comment to the Education
Department, Anthony T. Podesta,
executive director of People For
the American Way, said, "Now, with
a federal law that uses the term
[secular humanism] without defin-
ing it, the Department of Education
is making local school districts even
more vulnerable' to attack from
those who have a history of using
the charge of 'secular humanism' to
oppose anything they don't like
about public education:

In a pamphlet entitled "Is Human-
ism Molesting Your Child?," for ex-
ample, a Fort Worth, Tex., parents'
group described secular humanism
as a belief in "equal distribution of

America's wealth ... control of the
environment, control of energy and
its limitauon ... the removal of
Amencan patriotism and the free
enterprise system, disarmament
and the creation of a one-world sO:
cia listie government."

According to Ed Darrell, a press
sookesman for Hatch's comrrnuee,
secular humanism "is almost a term
of art. You get into value education
and a bunch of touchy-feely stuff
that came out in the '70s. Conser-
vatives object because these things
may get in the way of a Christian
education ....

"That's a long way of saying
there's no quick definition for it." he
added.

Podesta's group, which was
founded by television producer Nor-
man Lear, urged the Education De-
partment to define the term, saying
it is unfair to place that burden on
school districts. In comments on the
regulation. he said, "Educators,
scholars and theologians [could)
share their research and views on
the hoax of 'secular humanism: •

But Paul Salmon, executive di-
'rector of the American Association
of School Administrators, said he
was pleased "the department made
the right judgment in allowing local
school disrncts to define secular hu-
manism."

Still. Salmon said he was "dis-
tressed that the federal govern-
ment is trying to affect instructional
programs. , ,. They're trying to
get a philosophical base for dealing
with, oh God, everything from abor-
tion to prayer .... People who
criticize secular humanism are very
fond of saying teachers are secular
humanists."

The prohibition appears in a sec- .
tion of the Education for Economic
Security Act that earmarked S75
million in grants over two years for
"magnet schools" in districts under-
going desegregation efforts. Many
of these districts lost mJiiions of dol-

• lars in federal funds as a result of
1981 block-grant legislation.

That section of the law was
drafted bv Hatch, and, according to
his aides: originally included a long
list of prohibitions that were de-
signed, in the words of one aide, "to
focus the money on real, concrete

academic subjects like bioiogy or
physics or real vocational subjects
like auto repair, and to get away
from the softer social' engineering
kinds of things."

However, according to Demo-
cratic and Republican congressional
aides, mcst of the prohibitions were
eliminated during a meeting be-
tween Hatch and Democratic Sens.
Thomas F. Eagleton nvloJ and Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan (N,Y.). For
weeks before that June meeting,
the pair of Democrats had blocked
the legislation udt;! they (oulJ win
more aid for school districts such as
St. LoUIS and Buffa!o that were ir:;
the midst 01 massive, court-ordered
desegregation efforts.

When the meeting was over ,. the
only prooibinor. on curricula that
remained in the b:ii INtif.; the one
concerning "secular humanism."

In a statement issued {his week.
Mcyruhan said, "This -,;'<1S leg;,;1d-
tion essential to the desegregation
of our schools. Preventing money
for courses on se-cular hurnanism
was a prime condition for Sen.
Hatch's approval. Neither! nor any-
one in that [meeting] 100m know of
any school district ihat teaches ::-7:S-
ular humanism. I'm not sure anyone
knows what secular humanism is
.. _ . Certainly no schoois affected .
by this legislauon " teach it. .

"It shouk' have had ;'. definicion
... probably in the law," said a le..
gal aide to Hatch. "out J don't nee-
essanly think it was J mistake to
prohibit it .... in part it's a sv.n-
belie thing. It has put the fedec;;1
government on record £.aying that
federal funds shouid not be spent on
propagandizing GO atheistic philos-
ophy to our kids. if Mr. Lear
doesn't like it, tough nocgies.'

Another Hau:1J aide, Ed Darrell.
pointed out tnat [he proposed rule
lets school boards decide what a
course using "secular humanism"
might be. "Schoo! boards depend on
sane, reasonable people running
them." he said. "There is no defin-
ition you can build into federal law
that can keep crazy people from
misinterpreting things ....•

The absence of a working defin-
ition, he said, "was a glitch, But
with a little luck it won't be a seri-
ous glitch."

FebrJary 1985
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(14) Horror stor'1, told \'Iithoutwords------> . . "
.' .

:..•:.... "';:.,,:...... ,The words rrere ly tell what;
piciture re?resents, but G~eY do
tell ~~e story. The picture t~lls
story.

For more about \'i'illens,see R5N43-12.

(Thank you, Bob Davis)

THE PLUTONIUM LINK
Plutonium is the most important common de-

nominator between nuclear power and nuclear
weapons. A typical 1,OOO-megawatt nuclear plant
discharges every' year, within its spent fuel, about
250 kg of plutonium. Less than 10 kg 15 needed
to make a nuclear weapon.

Plutonium, \v hich does not exist in nature. can
be separ-ated out from the other waste products
in spent fuel by reprocessing the fuel. R'eprocess.
ing is delicate because of the intense radioactivi-
ty of the materials, but it does not require great
technological sophistication, This technology is
being developed bv J number of potential nu-
dear weapons states, including lndia, Pakistan,
and Argentina

On current plans, up to 2,000 metric tons of
plutonium will be created in nuclear power plants
worldwide by the end of the century (enough
for perhaps 300,oce nuclear weapons), and at
least 600 metric tons of this plutonium will be
separated through reprocessing, This quantity is
three times the world's present inventory of
military plutonium,

Alternatively, uranium-235 can be used in
making a nuclear weapon. The technology re-
quired to produce weapons-grade uranium-
enrichment of naturally occurring uranium from
lesst han 1 percent uranium-235 to more than
90 percent-is high technology of a very sophis-
ticated order, and about three times as much
uranium as plutonium is required to m ake a
bomb, Nevertheless, enrichment rechnolocv is
being developed by such countries as South Af-
rica and Pakistan, and its spread constitutes a
serious proliferatil.Jn threat.

, ., ,

", .,

f} }~::;:':'::

in !h~ ,wn~t'1n h"Tmph(T~,
The Soviets ha ....e similar levels of

destruc uvc power
Ill:.t :•.••0 squurus on this cbun

{300 mt:~:l1Hns) rcprt"senl cn(,u~h
nrq.luwer to dcet rov all the l,jr~l.:-
and mcdium-oee cirie s in the cnnre
world, (U ,S. Senate sl:df h.ive rc-
viewed this chart and found it '0 be
uu dCLUC.Ue rcpn:scotillll.>n of the
nuclear v.c.rpons arsenu!.]

_ frllrn [,'-.L Tf:T~ltab Foetor. by
Harold \Vii!cns (\Villiam Morrow)

I Nuclear \\'capolU Chan
The chan abo vc shows the wo.L:!'s
current firepower as opposed to the
fHCpO .••-er of \Vorld War II. Tnt' dot
in the center »qua rc represents all
rhc Iircpcwer of \VorlJ VVar J l 3
rucgurons. The other dots represent
the .•.•.orld's present nuclear .•••cap-
unrv, whuh ('"quais 6.000 \Vorld .•••Yar
Us or lH,IJUtJ III t'l;' , I< HIS. The United
Stales and till:' ::it;\ 1('15 share d~js
fircpo .•••.cr with apprU,Xllll<ih:ly equal
dcstrucuve cap ahilit y.

The lOp Idt·hanJ circle endosin~
9 megatons reprcse ors snt' ·,\t"JJ:HHlS

on ju,>t one Poseidon .submar:n~,
Tni..• IS equal to tilt: firepower ur
three wodd War l ls and envul;h to
oc,'roy over 2('0 of the Soviets' !.lf~·
t:~t cities. \Ve have: 31 such subs and
10 similar Polaris subs,

Tnt: circ!e in rhc lo.....cr left-hand
sCjll;lfe enclosing '24 megatons rep-
resents one new Tr-ident sub ·.•..uh
{he firepower of cig:hl \\'urld W.H
l ls. Enough 10 dtJlTOY ~I)~ major £II)'

<---From llNucleus" (Fall 1984, p.6),
published by the Union of Concerned Scientists.
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(16) End of t..'le :'yorlo? Edward Zuckerman -- author of/The Day After \yorld 'dar III" (RSN43-13) -- muses on the
poss ibre consequences of that war, according to various exper t.s ... in ~:ewYork Tirres n,ovember 25, 1984, cp ed
page) ;

The End-of=tl1e~VVarid Scenarios
By Edward Zuckerman

All of those currently debating
whether a 'nuclear war would be fol-
lowed by a catastrophic "nuclear
winter" 'agree on one thing - that
their scientific conclusions have im-
portant political consequences, And
they are happy to point them out. Nu-
clear winter presents "a real danger
of the extinction of humanity," Carl
Sagan has written in the Journal For-
eign AJfairs. Therefore. we must
move "as rapidly as possible to re-
duce the global nuclear arsenals
below levels that could conceivablv
cause the kind of climatic catastro-
phe and cascading biological devas ta-
tion predicted by tJ1e new studies."

Edward Teller. writing in Nature
magazine. agrees that "scientific
knowledge of the after-effects of a nu-
clear war ... is of great importance
in making political decisions" But he
urges caution in rushing to act on the
basis of the nuclear winter studies.
his 0 •••.•'0 evaluation finds thOSE'studies
so tull of "omissions and uncertain-
ties" that the prospect of nuclear win-
ter "must be considered dubious."

What. we are wunessing here is a
political argument i11 the guise of a
scientific argument. In an article
about nuclear winter in Parade last
year. Mr. Sagan warned again of
human extinction - and provided
readers with the addresses of organi-
zations workine for a nuclear freeze.

(17)Puq.,3.sh repcrt.s , in an ad in
Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists (January 1985)----->

The coupon that;
trie bottom of the
on our next page.

appeared on
ad apcear.s

(Toe Parade anicle omitted most of
the qualifying statements included in
th •.•xcnolariy paper ur" ,11which It was
Da~cd.l

~l r. T '::Uer. who wT'l)t': an article for
Reader's Digest in 1:>~2debunking
what he called the "dar.eerous rnvih"
that a nuclear war "w0'.1Jd end liie on
earth," has far decade-i supported the
development of new nuclear weap-
ons. supported civil defense and ac-
tively opposed nuclear arms control
agreements.

This pattern is an old one. Ever
since the bombing of Hiroshima.
scientists and others have put for.
ward raecnarusrns by which nuclear
explosions might bring about the end
of the world. The pciscrung of all Efe
bv radioactive fallout C10d the deple-
tion of the earth's protective OlOnE"
laver have preceded nuclear winter
amonz the end-of-u-e.wor ld. see-
nartos. Other scienus- s (usuallv in-
eluding vtr Teller : have l~a~:d up to
rebut each of these r0recast:-.. A 1979
repcrt co-authored b:; Jack C.
Greene, 'l.fle termer c.rector of p'1S1-

attack research for the Federal De-
fense Civil Preparedness .t·.geney,
concluded that no pr obabie nucle-ar
war "could induce gross changes in
the balance ot natur-" 3.5 great as
rnose atreadv wrouent ov human civi-
Jization. sudl as tillins; -the pr-unes.
irrigaung deserts and "e·..•en prevent-
ing fOi"5t fires." -

Ali of those participating in the end-

of-the-world debates have access to
preciselv the S2r.1e scientific evi-
dence. The evidence 15necessarilv in-
conclusive. No one can know whattne
long-term. wortdwide effects of a
massive nuclear war would be. Yet
the end-of-tbe-world camp and the
life-will-go-on camp volley: back and
torth, citing one inconclusive study
agamst anotr.er. .

These diftenng interpretations of
identical evidence mav be exolained
bv !hB fact that someone with ~ stronz
opinion about the hkelihood of cost-at-
tack ozone depletion. say. will usuallv
have an ecually strong "opinion about
the :-LX rrussile. Those .preaching the
dangers of ozone depletion are at·
tempting to win converts not only to
their theories of exo-atrnosoheric
chernistrv but also to their 'views
about strategic doctrine and deter-
renee.

Those who minimize the effects of
nuclear war tend to have optosne
views "The decision to resist aggres-
sion by nuclear war requires a diplo-
mar)' which seeks. to. break down the
atmosphere of special horror which
n0W surrounds the use of nuclear
weapons, an atrnosonere which has
be"e~ created in partby skillful Soviet

"ban-t~e-bom.bJpropaganda," Henry
A. Kissinger wrote in 1.95i. Similar
views are expressed today.

Politics thus run steadilv beneath
W.~esurface of everv debate- about the
effects of nuclear weapons, and it is

1-""':""""1-~ .....""'"--~--=.-.-_--~------_.-

here. in their politics , that the doom-
sayers are steadily correct. A:l who
oppose the nuclear anTIS race are
doing important vvork. But those who
oppose it by asserting that any nu-
clear war would be the end of the
world are resting their argument, un-
necessaruy, on shaky ground. There
is no need to hold to debatable - and
thus distracting - predictions of total
doom to make a convincing case
against nuclear war and against the
policies of the Reagan Administra-
lion land its predecessors that have
made nuclear war more likely.

For what if the debunkers of
doomsday were somefiow ShO'O\l1 to be
correct? What if we knew for a fact
that the most wildly optimistic esti-
mate of the effects of nuclear war
(that of Federal civil detens e authori-
ties) was accurate, and just 45 million
Americans would be vatortzed or
burned to death or bu.n~::f under col-
lapsed buildings or slashed by nY:illg
glass or condemned to a horrible lin-
gering death from radiation sick-
ness? And onlv 20 or 30 million more
would sutter sublethal radiation sick-
ness or broken bones or disfiguring
burns or other injuries? And only a
few million of those who survived the
~ar would die of cancer later? But
the world would not end .. And life
would be nearly normal in Uruguay
and New Zealand.

w0u1d nuclear war be acceptable
then? Would there be any less need to
rein in the arms race? :J

INSIDE PlJG~V\&~.SHIn-rrvVSLETTER
Special newsletter for B.1W§!JI1,readers OIl the Pugwash conferences

Pugwash sees possibility of.
nuclear freeze

Factors converging
As we rccorted In trus space b:-! month. the l Orh Pugw.lsh
,.•ork,jhoe and t~k urvt 0n "Proposals iura Nucleer-weapbns
Freeze has been hl'id ;r: Geneva.

In cnendance W"n,o 4:2 orommer.t scientists and milit<H'Y
edvtsors nom <ill tlw kev n.mon- in rhe nuclear arm's rece,
including China. flit' Ft'~jt'rJi Republic of c...·nTlJny. Prance.
the 1.,;1<.d12 USA . .uu.t the ~~SR. as \,'c]i .1'>pcrndpams from
Belgium. Denru,«l •...Ilnt.md. Ht..H~~d0·,Ireland. ltalv. Poland.
"nd S••...-irzcrlar.d.

In dw!r :'{.l!':.'"'ll<_··\i. issue-J ancr lh •• v-orkshcp. the o.iruci-
pcrue d'i-.:l.lrt;'\! th.u there Wi::; now a s:"edter po:..:.ir.l!icy of
<l•..hi ••Y:r,~ J. nuclear iroere than rhere h.'ld t-een previcuslv.
Fhrs was dec. ~ht.'y"'{,'l(~j.to tne convergence ut several key
factors:
• esseruiat equivalence In the overall nuclear forces of both

SlOt'S

• high technical capcbtitues on ~<!;dLside tor veritvmg the
compliance of th •.· ether "'/ith a freeze agreerneru

• small porenua! g.un from .lny ctandesnoeacn ....itv th.l!could
•."SCl.~ .Jerecnon

~new·jnfonn.ltJon JC.ldmg to <I higher degree of public con-
I,:em With the rbl..s of nudeilr ·•••·Jt

Hnding lhe freeze pucticaJ
Th•.' ::>cienrist.<,.•In'.,;sN th"l th~ nuclear frf:t;'zt:[til'd \••...15

finding more Jnll rnlH~ aJnE'tl'nts bl!(JlJs(> it was n.lr:1prt:-
henslve - it rdlE'dun the .,;topplng o·tt'':>ung..proJudwn. a;,J
deployment o! t'<ltllt>·;, •••..\rlll·dds Jnd delivery Vl'hl..:lt'S \.)j all
typt.'S. Because Qi lhlS (Qmp;~hensl"'t.'n~s. the IJt'<l l"s(.lped
t •••.o m.ljor problt"n .• th.H have preVt'nlt'u the !>ucces:. 01 .lrms
control rOt do;>caJ(':,>:
• over-5peoahLeJ I\l'~otiatiL)ns jt'i1din~ to €ndlL'ss Jhputl'S

oloout the t·.ound.ll'lt:s 01 the lh,·~or;oltluns tht!ms.L'lves
• chan~illOg ot th~ ,urns race tnto thos.e .•.•.e.lpons CJlegones

not yet l:ovl;:'rl'd

Timmg is crucial
The statement WL'fH on to P.Jlnt oUt how imponanl lIming

Japuary vot. 2 no.

wil! be 10 the tmotemeruetion ct a rreeze. It said:
C rt1cui to both the dt"5Lt<lbl;i:y JnJ Jdllt:V..IDUlli' at a nude-

ar h"'ClL' are tWO J~",'C"IS of ItS nrrung F:r-:.I..1" much or ~nt:
iri.'.:!...:•.1:>ross.bt •• shourd be put In pl.ld.· c , 'iiJ.!l'</'J liS ;·<Js~:/;Ir:'.

~:~:~~~i~~~~;::~';L~~~~~:~~:'~:~~~:'~~~~~~:i:E
ro be' an ,'IUI.;I """'.lsurt'. oevond whKh ,-,,,t"F'zmd "nbU1Llng
rL'JU((IL~n" In nud ••ar lurces' are to ~ sou;;ht. ThIS approacn
divp •.ht •.• or th.t:' ocrecuon lhJt th~ ,lll'US quo Is much 100

d'1~Z~~I~'1~O~~:~~:c~:r:J~~~:~~~r~~~~,::I~:\:~ci. say. :! to J
'·{'.HS· ciuraucn uunailv, n.l, the further own! of reoocmg
~·onn'IT'.s thJI untroccn or .:!.lnJt.'slint: .lUI,'1t1('S could s,~nm·

~~~.~v.~t1;~\~t'o~u2i~~r)':;.~~~~~~.f!~t,,;~:~e~~~el~~,~.,~~;~~~
_~::~i::\~~j~~:~~'~~~:':~:~f~::'~~~~~~~~t:~~;irl~~U~:~~;~~:
J~I.1Slon-m.l1..ets to work out Jhlti>e longer-term soluncns
~'rol11rtly. .

Suggestions about what can be done right away
The statement went on 10discuss what measures might be

taken ngbt .3.W3V.h·\th liltle or no Iunner nt'g~ti"llon. The
1:-:'p..inance of ~hl~pan of the st.uemenr cannot oe umieres~"
rn.nco. Auer ..l1J. present at tnt',:> •.• drscus-aons w e re key rmli-
torv planners. and socrutsts dose 10 the.' deci:>lOn-mJI.:.t'!"S m
th~ir own govemm •..nts. Thu;;" the \ut:J:>put forth and de-
bated have h.hJ .1 full tlnJ l.ll! hi:'ann~ by old :nterested
p.lrtid. m In atmo':oph~reOf mutua! trust J.nd rt.~iX-'Ct ..

ThiS l-.lnJ of proct'e·.Hn~ I::>WfJ.lt h.ls m.ldt' Pugwasn £0
su(ces"iul in '](ll!ai!y gdcillg :hing> dune.

lnfluence and action
Fo. thJr:Y Yt'J.fS lhe inlonn"l met'tmgs at proonnent seen·

tists r .lJ1t:.'J l'UJl'",,Jsh t'l.lve b~en one 01 me it:\v I"orc('$ J.ctu.uly
;1Cl:on)t'hshln~ ;In\'tiHn~; - ,l.':lu.llly making concrete brc,olic.·
throughs in dt'~e::>(~l,lting, the HotS r ••ce and st.i.vi.."1g off
thl.' nudear atmagl'ddon.

You 1..00W ho •.•..Pl'niou~ i:. our current ·~ttU.ltJon; now, more
than ever the .,·o·rk 01 rt;~w<1.~n is cnJcI,jj to our SUrY1V,ll.
r:e'bt'. toJ.lv. b"'cum~ J lnt,>ndof r'ugwa"h, .lnu mal<,e puSSl·
bll' the (ontlnu.ltJon of thIS ·N()fk. By ;':Llln~ so you .•..•·\11
..:ontl'lbute dir •.."t!v to one of the m0st imp0rtJnt d,cuv,tles
no,,,, ;';0105, 0n - ~n,j to thl' fUIU[~of ali or us.
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Puqwash is ~]ort..l) supcort i.nq, aside
from the fact that it was conceived
and founded by SR, with the help of
Joseph Rotblat--------------------->

i..· ---..----- --------------------· -------------- -.--- -- ---.----..,
• ....i Please ;,>rHOIlme as a sneoo 01 pur;· ~1a~-e Ct1CCkoaveote to .\EPPF. Puqwa sn ,)(10 fT'<lIJ:0 wnua-n M. :
: .•••.asn aoo sene rne ~urnman~s ct lis S .••••artz (Cl\a,rman. F':1ance ccm-n.nee Pugw.,sn conrereoces en ,
I major rnceuncs. J er-ctose $100 as my Sc.ence ano v.cuc ;.It.llr5i, 1.:30 West ','."QIi: .•••.OQ{) Aveove. :i lS04 coomouuon. Cthi.:ago. ntmots 00614. Ail corurrcvnons are tat. oeocc note. i
: \ ,"lame _ I
J Please enroll me as an aasocme I
I 1 memcer 01 Frlenas 01 Pug •••.asn and AOOHISS :

II: =-~ ~;;:me otcesrs el ,to 'mpen."1 m"", ~;~'iZiP'00' !
t t enctose s :
, I
~ E\IIIOSOGR..\PII nISpr~\.Y '11'(;. CO. "1.h"HI'''''''_ CI1ICAGOllllNOIS.(J61.- :
_______ •••••••• __ •••••••••••• .•••.• .••__ •.••• , •• m•.• _ .•• ••• •• ••

(18) '1'00much nuclear? Sorre BRS rrernbers have said they think the newsletter gives teo much space to nuclear
affairs.

,
~le recall the incident in '>'!hicha reporter asked BR, wasnI t he being fanatical,always t3.lking about the danc;er
of nuclear weapons? BRanswered, "It's hard not to be fanatical. ~he issue is so large."

3R thought the issue the most important of all possible issues, and scent b~e last 25 years of his life
working on it, startLng with his 1945 House of Lords s~~ech (~135-l4).

* \Vhat's your opinion? Do you L~i~~ we are spending too much ti~e on nuclear affairs? Write L~e newsletter,
address on Page 1, bottom.

FUN

(19) "C-&lel's Doom". First, sorre backqround , As most of you know, BRbelieved that rratherratics was a branch of
10C]ic. He -- and Alfred \'ihitehead --. set out to prove it, in Pr i.nci.ni.a t-!atherr.atica (1910) and they

-thought they had done so. But in 1930 along came G6ael's Theorem, which proved it ccu ldnvt. be done.

But don't hurry to throv aw?y your copy of Principia. Al thouqh it did not accornp l i.sh the desired proof, it
was a Iandrrarx work, and helped lay tne qrcundwork for the logic of computers.

The follOlvir.g is from a Jet.ter from Dr. \'iarren L. Serron ,
Syracuse University, and Cnai.rmanof t.'1e Editorial Board of
Newsletter #3 (Sept. 1974,p.24)

Director of Syst~~s and Information
COMPUTER.His letter is reproduced

Science,
in BRS

In sumrary , it is true that worker's L, computing rracrune design are indebted to previous worker's in logic
and hence obviously to Russell for the nonurrencel "Pr.i.nc.i.pi,a",

Fr:::>mA COI1PU'1'ERPERSPECTIVEby the office of Charles and Ray Eames , Harvard University Press, 1973, these
remarks;

In
is
of

1910 "Principia Matheffi3.tica"by Bercrand Russell and Al f red N.
the foundation of all rrath("rrat.ic:s. It, develops the calculus of
st.at.ement.s t..l)at are ei ther true or false. (p, 121)

Wnitehead presented the idea that logic
propositions, solving equations in terms

The methods of symbolic "L."Ueor false" logic described by Russell and h'hitehead were, In 1937, shown
to have practical application to trie design of electrical circuits, in Shannon's t..hesis,"Symbolic
Analysis of Relay and Switchir.g Circuits." (Caption to a picture of Principia >~athe:fatica) ;:-:::"0'"113RS
Newsletter #3 (Sept 1974, p. 7)

So much for background. Nowfor some fun .•. and a change of pace: a science fiction story triat; takes GC\del's
Theorem L~to a wholly different realm.

* * * * * * * * * * *

Copyright €:>by McGrawHill Inc. Reprinted
150 \-Iest 87th Street, New York , ~'Y
publication, "Popular Computing" (Feb 1985).

by perrruss i.on of the author and
10024. "C-&lel's Doom"originally
~hank you, C~orge Zebrowski.

his agent,
appeared

Joseph Elder Agencj,
in the t1cGraw Hi11
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any potentially self-consistent system. then mechanism. "Okay, lguessI'Il have to say that there are no pure·
or d~terminisrn, does not apply to us." ly a priori activities. Even using the mind alone is a wav

"But what is it that you want to do. Witter?" I was of reaching oul into the universe. What we call experi·
only half listening. It was late in the day, The ca.feteria rnents are merely corroborations.
was nearly empty and the newly polished floor was a Einstein himself said that if the ex-
large mirror; our booth seemed to float on it. periments didn't come out as he ex-

"Well;' he said, s , I want to give the new Artificial In- pected, then he'd pity the God who
telligence the command to complete mathematics." made the universe that way!'

"What?" I suddenly saw what he was getting at. "Okay, Bruno, I know you know
"Don't you bee'! We can do an experiment that might more than mostsection chiefs. but

settle the nature of the universe-whether we live in are we going to do it or not'!"
a hard determinism or a soft one in which free will is
possible." So we ran the experiment, if you

1 smiled. feeling superior. "But we know Codel was could call it that. Witter was right
right. Math can't be completed, He gave a powerful for- about one thing. If Coders proof was
mal proof, one in which you can't have it both ways." somehow wrong, and we could corn-

Witter, who had been looking away as we spoke, turned plete even. one system Oil our fast
his head half around and fixed me with one glassy brown AI, then a lot of people would have
eye. "Come on, Bruno. Why not run the experiment any- to do a lot of rethinking in the
way?" groundwork of logic and math.

1 shrugged and sat back, looking around. "As you said, But I knew damn well that Godel
it might take a long time-forever. if'Godel's right." couldn't be wrong. Formal proofs do

"Maybe:' he said, finally looking at me with both eyes. not fall easily. It would be a mistake
The combination of the blue and brown eyes had always of some kind if our AI·5 showed that
given me the creeps. "According to Godel, the computer completeness in a significant system
will crank out mathematical statements forever, and 'was achievable.
we'll never know if the body of the system is a complete All right. We both wanted to see what would happen
one. But if it is complete, then our Al will finish it off if we tried it. We pieced the time together from a dozen
in some finite period of time. It's thefastest system ever other projects when people would. be away or on vaca-
developed, able to do involved operations that might tion.
take centuries otherwise." It was Fridav night, after hours. We would be alone

"N a matter how fast it is, we won't disprove Codel, until Monday, I sat down at the keyboard and tapped
He proved that independently of all need to do experi- in ,h" command, Witter was sitting next to me, staring
ments! Now I know why you want a lot of time. We won't up at the bank oi screens,
live long enough to learn the result, even if you're right, The AI began it3 run, building arithmetic up out of/f) what are you going to beg time for which you can't be." I started to get up. baby talk. Soon it was all going- hy in a blur, but. the ,-\.1

,.;.'j ';~' now?" I :;sked as Witter slid in across "Look:' he insisted, "why not do the experiment? II showed no sign of slowing down.
: i' from me m the cafeteria booth. A thin, we live in a hard determinism, as so many believe, then "There is one daTlger:' I said as we sat back and
't. fJ',,'4 hyper type, he folded his hands in front it's already true-the AI will complete math 01' any sys- waited. "If the A [ can't complete arithmetic. it will >i1t
, ; of my CQITeeand said. "It's an experiment tern we give it. But if Godel is right, the AI-5 will rr n through larger and larger hanks of inrormctiou .. !'

l;i'l '~' I want to run on the new A1·5." He on forever, unable to complete." "It can handle -infinite amounts of data," Witter
spoke very precisely, very insistently, as USU2J. "I've been "We don't have forever. You've gone bonkers." replied,
haunted by it all my life. but now it can actually be done." "Why don't we do it'? We can do the experimenL! Look, "Yes. but the power needed for that, Witter, the power'

"What do you mean?" I asked, picking up my coffee, for the first time an experiment involving pure logic and The cost!" ,
afraid that he would knock it over. math may yield knowledge of the world outside,' He shoo), his head. "Don't shout. That won't happen,

"Weil, previous Arriflcial Intelligences were too slow That part appealed to me, but I saw a way of being It will all b~ over in a few how', at most,"
and not capable of complex inference. The question is perverse; Was he presenting me with a choice or die-
how much time can you give me?" He brushed back his tating that I authorize the experiment?
messy brown hair. He smiled, anticipating my thought. "Either there's

"How much do you need?" I sipped die coffee, sens- free will, or vou're fated to let the experiment be done."
ing his restrained excitement. Witter had always been I sighed. ';But there's still the matter of how iong It
a valuable worker, so J had to listen and try to keep rum will take, Felix. AI-5, no matter how fast it is, may keep
happy, within reason, despite his nervous enthusiasms. running and we won't be able to tell whether it's an un-
But he was never satisfied with merely testing equip, completable process or just a very long one."
ment and programs for industrial applications. He shrugged. "Aren't you willing to take the Ci1anCE'?"

"I don't know:' he said cautiously. "A let maybe. More "This just doesn't make any sense to me at all:'
than a couple of days." He smiled again. "But it gets to you, doesn't it? My

I put down my coffee, irritated. "You don't know? Can't point holds. Why not do it? Just to see. How often in
vou estimate?" the history of math or logic has there been a chance ,0
, "Nope. I'd better explain." do pure theoretical work that might reveal something

"Co ahead!' about the real world?"
"You know about Goriel?" "But it's doomed to fail!"
"I know Codel's proof, but tell me from scratch. You He nodded. "Probably, Bruno. I'll grant you that. But

might be doing some illegal reasoning," even so, the experiment will be historic. Purely rnathe-
He leaned forward as if he were goingto tell me a matical and empirical at the same time."

dirty story. "Well:', he said. lowering his voice, "you're "Romantic mathematics, 1 call it,"
familiar with the conclusion that no machine-like enti- "Or Kant's synthetic a priori!"
ty that proceeds by clearly defined mechanical steps can I'd read some of that. metaphysical junk, and he
complete any system that is rich enough to generate seemed to be stretching it. Sure, synthetic meant ac-
simple arithmetic-that is, make it a consistent system quiring new knowledge, and a priori meant that it wasn't
in which we could not come UP with new. true. a~d still derived from experience, strictly speaking, but from rea-
unproven propositions. in fac't ones that would be un- soning. Our experiment would give us new knowledge
provable in the system, yet clearly true," of the universe through nonernpirical means. "But you're

"I know, 'math can't be mechanized!' cheatinz," I said. "Whatever you call it, us in" the AI
"Not completely mechanized, We've done it to a means only doing an empirical experiment."

remarkable degree .. :' I He cocked one eyebrow and gave me a crazed stare
"What else is new?" with his blue eye. "Would you say that it would be more
"Well, if Codel's proof is true, and human minds can empidcal if we did it by pencil and paper? That's all

regularly generate true but unprovable propositionsin .Codel had to work with."

jr- j
M ;E"'.,';;;;;~.....J

But the AI-5 kept running. An hour went by.
"It's not going to stop; feiL,.It can't. Godel was

light. But even if he was wrong, it may take more than
our lifetii":lcS to nrove it."

"Take it easy, Bruno, Go polish the Door, or something:'
He was too serene.

Another hour went by. Witter stared at the screens.
hypnotized by the blurred now. Rivers of reasoning ran
from their headwaters to a new ocean of well- formed
propositions. and si.ill the ocean was not filled; it would
never be filled.

As J looked around at the clean right angles of the
rocm, at the symmetrical terminals and easily accesseu
units, I bev,;;n to think that maybe Witter was siitrClti\·
stupid. that he didn't understand simple logic or the idea
of a proof. Godel's paradoxical conclusion could not be

broken, unless it wasn't a double
bind to bevin with, because vou can't
have it both ways. Something- was
very wrong with Felix Witter,

And vet, I wanted him to have a
point. This was an experiment. a
recourse to more than personal opin-
ion; it could do more. in principle,
than reasoning, prediction, or guess-
work. Set a powerful genie to do r.he
impossible-not because vou think
the genie can do it, but be~ause you
can ask, and it has the power to ci,)
all that's possible. So why not ask,
just to see; human beings have

George Zebrowski is the author uf over 50 short stories and essavs, Hi':')most
reeetu novels are J/acrolijt (Harper &: Row. 197m, The Omtyo. ;loinl Trdoou

c..\.ce, l~n, and SunspaCt'Tttia ..rper & l«1W, 1~~HI.-1 ne M01j.lJdic U1lIl't.'11IctAcCl,

a collecuon or sctence-fieuon stories, will appear this spring.
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:ilways been suspicious of mere rea-
sonill.~, no malleT huw -powerful.
Suddenly I wani ed ·to 'i"" (;'1J"J
fal-I, to ~;~ethe pride and an"oganc-e
of mat.hemuticians crumble.

But as we watdwtl the AI-5 chase
tht~ mirag(\ there was no sign of an
end, no slowdown at aJI.

"I'm hungry," I said. "Viant a pizza?"
He nodded without looking- at me, I g-ot up, went out

into the h.ul, and cailed it in from the wall phone, Then
Ialerted the security guard downstairs arid asked him
to leave it out on a cart in front oi our workroom,

"We may have lO stop it," Isaid hour" later, "even if
it's close to completion," Thoug-h the pizza hud been very
bad, I thought as I eyed the empty boxes on the cart,
a full stomach had taken some of the romance out of
what we were doing. "We can't lie up ali this power and
tin Ie indefinitely. It's uSing more every minute, and it'll
be Illy ~k;S if we can't,justify iL:1

"No!" Witter shouted rnaniacallv, "It may be very
close," .

I burped, waiting for my heartburn to subside, The
AI-G hummed alone.

"\\;~ can continuel'rorn this point onward at another
tune," I insisted,

"[k quiet!"
I r"ached over to stop the run. Felix grabbed my hand

and "inned it to the panel.
"What's wrong with you'!" 1 demanded.
"Jus]. a few minutes more:' he "lid, iixing me with his

mismatched eyes, "We're at the elig-e of a major
discoverv!" '

"[o'<:li<this can't be done." I struggled to free myself,
but his strength was that of a true believer.

"Be still, you fool," he said harshly. "Don't vou see?
This will be the culmination of our careers, W~'11never
match this no matter how f"u'd we work. Geidel is one
of the supreme monuments of mathematics, marking the
limits of human minds, If We topple him, , ,"

"You may not like what you get," I said, tWI;;ting my
arm. ,;If his proof is right, then mechanism is labe and
minds are not machines, They escape the completeness
of the l'ureiy mechanical. !lut if Geidel is wrong, then
we're automatons! I'd rather not know,"

He shook hi>;head, "There's even more to it than that,
Bruno."

"What?" I was breathing very hard, unable to free
myself.

;'We're op"ning up the very vitals of reality."
I had to l<mj;h, "JJy numipulal.ing man-made symbolic

structures? You r.eed "bucket of cold water to soak your
head in, Let me go'"

"Complcticr: may be only a few minutes away, Do you
·want to stop and then wonder what might have been'!"
He tightcned his grip.

"But you can't know how far along it is.."
He lit l£li uf my hand am) seemed to cool down, and

1 fuund I didn't have the heart to reach over and stop
the run.

"You're riirht," he said, 'I'm sorry. It probably is all
for nothing." -

Lmassuged my hand, The Al continued its work I'm.
"Don't feel too bad about it;' I mUflaged to say, "It W~

a nice idea, but it had to confirm Giidel. I'm glad we're
not machines."

He was shaking' his head. "You don't undenitilnd,
There's nu reusun to fear that, It's not a problem."

';What isn't'!"
"Free will," he said as the AI-5 stopped its run,
Witter and I looked at each other, then at the main

screen. It read:
SYSTEM CAPABLE OF' GENE HATING

AHITHMETIC COMPLETE

"It's a mistake of some kind," I said. Something
strange seemed to pass across my "yes. I sat back, ex-
p';~ting to"lo.~ consciousness as the kn~jon gut to me.
. ,~laybe, \\' iuer was saymg, "but we can test to ~el~
If Its a mistake."

"How?" I heard myself ask, even Ihough I knew the
answer.

"By trying to make a true st ••tern"nt that is not provo

Able in the system. As long as the AI can show us that
we can't make such a statement by proving It, then the
system 13 complete,"

\\ie tried for the next 121iours. 1 W;(;irelieved that our
prime .>\1 was no lonl-r,.r runnin;; " huge power draw,
Witter brought a smaller Al u1\~ijfl{,and had it que:;-
tion the ,Jlcgcd complete system achieved by the AI-5.
It failed to come up with a sill;;le true proposition that
was not provable in the complete system.

"There's no question about it:' Felix said- finully.
"There's only one thing left to do:' I replied. "Wf!ve

got to run the whole thing- again."
Witter looked at me, smiled strangely, then ~at down

awl gave the comrnano.
A~ the AI-5 b",,:an its second run at Godel, Witter

turned to me and ,;"id. "Funny about determinism, I
always think of it ail snuf outside nit', pushing at, my skin,
But I fcd free inside, When th"t second run finishes,
we'll be certain that we're living in a hard determinism.
No choice is our own, if we've understood the word cor-
rectly, Even our decision to run the AI-5 again was not
made freely, W,,'re automatons. No avoiding the conclu-
sion, Brune,"

He was baiting me, I was sure. "But we resist the no-
tion. Doesn't that sugge~t something?"

He shrugged. "That we're free in our minds but not
in our actions, We can envision aiternatives, but which-
"V'3rone we pick is determined, right up through an in-
finite future"

';\Vitt"r, I thought you were inteHigent. There can't
be such a thing as unconditioned freedum, There are
always initial eonJjtiolls-neceo~ary and sufficient con-
diuons for every cnoiee, Gtherwi:;e we could pertorm
miracles, make happen things thal are uncaused, The
existence of Iree will cannot violate causality,"

He grimaced at rile and I felt ;;tupid. "Yeah, I know
all th"t, But do we have the freedom to choose between
alternatives?"

"I think we do. Physical conditiuns make us both the
de12rrrLill~'iland deti,rmlTiato);; in our own right. Thing);
,,-ffoct u~ and we affect them. DetennilH31n goes right
down into us, into our conseiou~ne,~ and will, and we
send it back out. 1 couldn't prove it to you without a
phyoiullll{lst, though:'

'I'he AI-5 was ~\.jIj funning its second compleiion
smoothly, If it succeeded, then it might be that we were
living in a universe where even choice among alter-
natives was an illusion,

Witter looked at me suddenlv, "Iwonder if our run-
ning tit is pfogY'.!ln can hav', a~ effect on the universe
we live in?"

"-Allat are you taiking about?" 1 asked. He seemed
to have a mind like it break dancer.

"Maybe our atternp,jnio: what Gl,dd said was impos-
sible can change the universe?"

"I don't think so, Felix. But thereare other things you
mid:t like w consider.'

He took a deep breath. "What's
lhar.'llt

iI\~'eli}we b~·~~anwith the idea thut
no itniwry dpdlletil'l: ~ystcm ean
complete a rich, sdf·con~ist~nt.3Y;-;~
tern. But what if the .-\1·;) is not a
finitarv dcduclive ::\y:;-;tenl.? Assume
it can \\'ork outside llw limits of the
human mimi, which is ull t hnt Cod,,1
may have ch;u,t.ed. It \1"'-; all II" could
delllun,;trat.e b<":;lus" h" had ()11Jy hili
own mind to work With."

Witter nodd~\.J. "I ;;ee what you
mean. if our AI reaches cornuleuon,
then it follow,,- perhaps, that it's not
a finitary deductive system, and we
can draw no eonclusions about the
nature of the universe."
I smiled. "Hight. And we don't

have to worry about being auto-
matons, or that our sense uf inner
freedom is a .mirror trick of some kind. Frpe will is a
special case of ,1t'U:rminism, It's ddCl111inism from t.he
inside. The means oi det,'rminism ilfe abo those of frt~e
WIll."

Witter was watching tlw :;':n'en with a women look

Fe0r.uar:y 1985

on his face, as iflil' nOI\-expecterJ the Al to fail. I t didn't
matter one \J,~lVor the other, if what I had said W;l.5 true.

"Unconditioned Irve will wouk] be omnipotence:' I con-
tinued, ..••nd that's ~11absurd state to be ill. No law, 11'-'
causal structure" It's just a conceptual extreme, like
infinities."

"Something is workinc against U~'J Witter said softly.
"What do you rnean?"
He gripped the panel. "It won't come out the same

way twice;' h" replied.
"You're ,till mi~t<tking- \.h(' maps for reality;' I said.
"Look at the time vou lool! lts almost as long as

before If the .1.1 do~s'n't repeat its cornpleUon in the
same lime, it will run on forever:'

"So what. We have the first cornplet.ion in memory,
step by step, for whatever it's worth."

He swiveled his chair and glared at me. Hi>;eyes were
bloodshot and had dark circles around them. The whole
experiment, I saw, was eating' up his entire enenry. "You
don't see, do you?" he said, "You think in terms of tricks
of language: ways of speaking .. .you can't imagine
worlds dyinio: and others supplanting' them. You don't
give a damn about anything except ap!-,ortioning time
:lnd keeping other arlmirustruturs happy:'

"What are you talkinz about, felix? I'm here with you,
and we're doing what you wanted. Have you lost your
mind?" I almmit felt. hurt, a,; Ii he were ljuestiuning my
loyalty.

He pointed to the dock on the wall. "Look, time's up
and our A I is still running,'

"So what? It was a fluke th" first time, a mistake. 'lim
can't beat GijJel, and it wouldn't matter if you could."

He laughed, "You still don't see!"
"?-10, I don't."
The ,.1,1·5 was still running,
"It will run forever this time. Our

decision to run the experiment puts
us at a great juncture between pos-
sible universes, W", collapsed the
wave funcrion reaching our minds,"

"What are you saying?" 1
demanded.

;'Pro\'ing that (mr universe was
dl!terministic threw us into a freer
one. Godel proved his work in the
wrong universe. Here the AI will
run furever. But if we stop it and
start again, something eve n
stranger might happen."

"You're off the deep end now:' I
said, feeling sorry for him,

H\Ii'e might be moving across a
whole series of universes, (ir"wing-
closer to the unconditional omni-
potence that has the true freedom to

be everything, . ."
"Yeah, and can't become anything- in particular, That's

what I was saying. V'Ii\ter, wake up, We have the other
program. Go :X'o for yourself., That system was com-
pli,ted. In this one there's obviously some kind of dif-
ficulty. Neither result means a thin;;, Get that through
your ;;lupid head!":rlath"matieians were all ideali~ts to
some degree or another,.alw::.ys socrerly bel.i"ving in the
literal existence of infinities, numbers, and tortured
geometries. Wiu.er was no t;'xee}Jtic1n.

He shook his head and smilod. "There's nothing in the
memory, Bruno. See for yourself. Go ahead. punch it up."

I leuned furward and punched in the order. Nothing
came up. I went into search mode. Still rlllthing-.

"We've left that universe behind;' Witter said,
"It's got to be here." I sai.i.
The screen remained blank.
"You erased the memory!" I shouted.
"I did not," he replied softly, and Iknew he was tell-

ing the truth.
'1 g-lanced at the ioud cart; it winked out of existence.
"Did you see that?" I asked.
"Bruno!" Witter shouted. "We've escaped a

totalitarian cosmo", We're free!"
"Relatively:' I said, shaken.
He was looking at me strang-ely, and I saw tbat both

his eyes wcre now hruwn. A~ tbe AI·E, continued it::;
.mdless rlln into a free iniinil v, I (eared what we would
iind wilen we went outsidp.:. n
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NEh'S AOOUT MEMBEPS

( 20) Dong-In Bae sends New Year greetings to the Society from South Korea. He's been so busy, he hasn't
to read G~e last newsletter,but hopes to do so during winter vacation. This semester he will lecture
a week, on 4 subjects.

had time
12 hours

(21) Dan Bond -- responding to our inquiry -has sent us a letter of a kind we don't expect to get very often:

~.,.~r C • '/ (7) ';;li(Jly CJ!)JI'J, j 'arrsa 13g6 L\'nlilha'lcn P.lrk"v,v/
Vifqil,ia BeacH, IJifqinia 23455-219fl

'lGU-JWO

,J0nuary 17, i985

~':2 5e('tr.:H~d ~.ussell Society, ~!lC.

,:,D 1, ~O;( ;'09
COOf11~r~u)~~,?J. lsn1F

7h2n~:s for YGLif~ le t te r cf January 2, 1985,. "'~y otSinc::'lon t:) t1e C1·~r.Dl ~,~~~~\~-ic:st-
:\:)ijd 11s"L ;·.1a.\/ l2 ':C::lpleCEG ;T'IY ;~;cst reC20[. ant e.Y.p0ct -:=1n,;.1~ ;=2i".::~r C~L?r'_:2 •. ' .

s tud t ed tn2c10gy.a:: St. >iClr~(s ~n jallir!~ore tro.n l~':~O until l;~,~~;:;n~n L;~ 1'(::'~jlS1t~

~2srees were awarded.

~~~~~~~~~~~~:~~~:~~~~~~I~d~~;~~~~~i~:bf~~~~~~~~~c~~~~;~~~:~~~~'~Y~~~~~~i~~~2:'~::~~f~f:t
P.'!f--)(V .....er·(",on is con'Jlnced sone tn inc vey'y irnoo i....t ant., and out of tr.e or'chndr:J

, is
~a~~~~ing~ To a great extent. of ~ourse, ~tlese expet"ienCES deDen~ UDOll tne r0c2~tivity
of "th.:? subj.ac t 1Jerson - QU)' ::tttitudes need to be OP2n~ not (10SeG, i.:~ustin;J~ not
doubtful. ~Scie;1ce is lirlited by it's requirement of'skeptical objectivity ind c~!)not
fu11y add,"ess these nl0ments of subjective experience.

'.lJ' i,,,.proach and '~:ethcdology has been a little unor thocox , l.ea , ,:\ft",," coir<Q my
philosop,Y/ studies at vhl1icm ~~ i-lar'y 1 vowed in l~SS to (11r:j) our. 0: ,elj 15 J'9c./-
l'.,'ory tOI:1Ef dis;Josition and to I:J'Jl"k actively in tne life of tbe .'.'IOr'\.j, 0nti~ ,L?66 I
~inr~ed in r~st~ur~n~ anc\ resort hotel manaae~e~t. In 1966 ! made a 17:a.jor sWltn of

!l;i~~11~~!;!l,;;:i!:il;!~::i:i;!i:~jl;;;~:jj~::s,;1;!!;l::~;;~~;;j!;;!:;:~:;~~1::t::'
o r io i r s l :'lr~O(lt'J ',las net lost and ~ beCdfT!e 1(',L1S<::t:::lfl,,_,ly ..-:Uie ",0 ::J •• -: ''-LY ,.. :.-,\:-11 an:..J

~~ . ~~~!~f,;~~~~~~~1 ~~;;"1~~i~a~~~:~rt~~~~~Uo·~~~,~~;:~!~~;~:u'~~~~~~,'i~r:;r;i~~~~~~~~f~~~il~~~es
i::UCl to oe C~:Si(eO, It 15 at leas .... In tne or oces s 01 1....:l13.1.:.lltl,~l i t s , ...J,jl.la~_ a ..d ..he

~~'C~~:\',~~~:dp~~~~~'p7~st!,~~i~~s~r~e;:~~~~e~i'~:,~ "i~:'\ ~~:,~D~~~ ;obtJhU~e;:~~1~u~~~~~r~n~a~~__
I;ad a crof'ound effect on 01."1 st:'Jdi2S; in pa r t i cu l e r >larsr,Jll ;"1cL~Ir.an, SrJckrr,elster l~,! 12i",
ivan Il1ich and Paolo Sole~i. Each of the52 theolonians, chi'osOj~1erS and ~e~.?~,~~2
'...or ld re3ch<:d conr Iu s ions ~CJ:Jut tne :!;C'l'e-t:-:an-\Jrdinarilj 2\p(2SSed r:u:':J.!l caoao i r i t res
of a~l ~eooles_. As ~u11~r ~10U)d say, '..Ie lre 010r~ th2n tne Ger~ S~I'l:of Cll!~ 0al~ts, ~ie
1(1112' an O:,Hl~-diY'e;::iorial sYf)ef~qe"(ic2t:ly GiJerative futur-e in :J(~~.,:~(':;e.

~:y pr es ent 'dork in Hall! Sr)lrit par i sb at Virginia 8each is ver'! s e t i s tytm and
a l l o.is PIe to src\'l and e.xra~ld still more , and inways tna t I ~lf'a~1'.....i l l be u s e ru l to
ethers.
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(22) Alberto Donadio wri.t.es from Bc<:;ota,Colombia:

I work as an investigative reporter wi.th El TierrJ:"O, the leading newspaper in this country. The year 1
spent, in Geneva (1979) work i.nq for Ll)e International Corrrni.ssi.on of Jurists is mercorable to me. '':he ICJ is a
srra l l and very effective hWl\3I1rights organization. It is not; as well knO\VI1as Amnesty Ir.ternation.c.l, a
b-'eherrothin the humanrights field, but it does rra..rvelouswork.

Last; rronth I pub.li.shed a book called "Par que cayo Jaime ~1ichelsen?", on the exploits of Colombia's rorrrer
top pr ivat.e canker , nowa fugitive living in Key Biscayr.e, Florida. The book did ve...ry well: half t:1C

"

edition was sold in the first rronth of publication. Last, year my first book, "Banqueros en al banqui l lo",
also on banking scandals, was on the best-seller list for several weeks. Some20 tanks and f mance
corrpani.es have collapsed in Colombia since 1982 for reasons having to do with f raud and otr,e:::- forms cr
crimi.na.l rni.srrenaqenent..

I.E"t you classify Ine as a millionaire author, let me point out that authors here make very little. It's
not Like ill tl,e U.S. I wish I could make a living wri t inq books. Although the t:wo I have \oJritten have 1:£""n
:lecal rest·-sellers, I could hardly buy a used car witn the royalties. Still, I have a contract to co-author
a t.hird beck, en p2:6t:icides.

_~ If any rnemberreads spani.sh and is improbably interested in tanking scandals i.'1,Colombia, I'll be ha?py \:0

'iB.il him the books.

(:?la.d-+'?-rrJ;..-2jV,a~~:ctea~hes Er,glis;'11it~ature at UHichigan, and it rubbed off on her son, Brad;
novel , Equal Llstance , Just puoli.shed by Knopf, got a Ienqtriy , glovnJ1gxev ie« by Anatole Broyard
aurnor t s pichre)in the ~T'i '['imes Book Review (12/30/84, p.4). Cause for celebration.

His first
(and th''''

~.!'ij=ban Salr:cn has R'-e!1the recipient of the 1984 Gustave O. Arit I,ward in the Humarrit.i.es , a considerable
Honer, as Hjd~_catedby the letter from The Council of Graduate Schools in the United. States (next; page) •

REPORTSFROMOFFICERS

( 25) ;~:::-!:,"-3U~_Dennis J. Darland reports:

I:2I_ L'1e-.S:.l_~terending 12/31/84:
Balance on hand (9/30/84) •••.•••..•••••••••.•••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••. 2425.97

Income: 17 new ~mrers .•••..•••••••.•.•••••••••••••• ,•••...•••••• 230.44
2 r'enewars •••••••.•.••••.••....•••••.•....•..•..••••••••. 35.00

total dues ••••••••• 265.44
contributions ••••..••••.••.••.••••••.••••••••••.••••••••. 15.00
sales of RSN,bookx,etc •••••.•.••••••••.•.•.•••.•.••.••• 107.70

total L~ccme••.•.••• 388.14 ••••.•.••••••• 388.14
2314.11

Expend~tures: Inforrration & MembershipCommittees..•.•••••.•••• 2095.77
BRSLibrary ..••••••••••••.•.••••..•.•.•••••••••••. 131.70

total spent •.•.•••• 2227.47 •••••••••••••• 2227.47.

B3.lance on hand (12/31/84) •••••••••••••••••..•••..••.•.••.•••.••....••••.••.••••••••• 586.64
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The Council of Graduate Schools in the United States
Ooe Duponl Circle, N.W. Suil~ "".10 Wuhington. D.C. 200Jt,..1173 Phone: 202IllJ·37lJl

October 19 1964

Professor Nathan U. SOllDOn
~epartment of Philosophy
Unhers ity of cal iforni e , Santa Barbara
Santa Barbarat California 93106

Dear Professor $dllDOn:

It is a great pleasure to infortIJ you that you hawe been designated dS reci •.•il:mt
of the 1964 Gustave O. Mit Award in the Humanities.

As you may knee, the Gl.isU't'e O. Arlt A\lia~d is 9!Ven ~dCh !eaT to a yoU"?
scholar teaching in tne htJna,nlties at an AI.ner1Can urnvers t ty .••.no has edr.ned ••he
doctorate within the past t ive years and .••.no has puolished a l.>OOk.·.deelle~ t? be of
outstanding scholarly significance. The A.•••.ard Ccnmt t tee \lidS unantmou s 10 l~S
decision that your book. keferel'lce and Essence puc l t sneu by the Princeton Unwerslty
Press in 198Z c l early met tne en teru .for sene larly exce llence.

You mtgtt be interested in some short quotes frOIDsupporting lette-rs that 'iIler«
received by tne COll1n1rtee.

-It is. in my oplr.ion. the be$t expl 1'4tlo" and examination of the theory
of ctr-ec r reference and its philosophical lapl1cations that has been
wri tten."

.1 sincerely belielle that Sallt1on's work will turn out to be- on~ of the
ItMlst ill1>orunt contributions to thh area of research to appear 1ft thi S
decade. -
••••• the subtlety of Salmon' s nu~nced and sophist~cated argument is
unmatched by wrHers on similar tcp t cs 'fItlo are S.hlon s seniors by GWoy
years. -
'Phl1osaph1callY, the book 1s of great importance ana the "Ilalarsnip is
impecCoible.-

--CDnle'enc.:~ QI ScUIMrn Gr~du~'" Scboots NoltncUlem AsSOCi~lion of Gtadu~le Schoo',
Mtdwesl"tn-M~oc:."lion 01 Gro&dlUte Schools Whlern Auo<i~11Of'l oj CrWu.a.te School,

Page Two
Professor Nath~n Salmon
OcU>ber 19. 1984

·11'1 t:r.I ViN, Salmon's book-·shows the lMstery, clarity and judgnent of i
senior scnct ar combined with the entnus t asn and cree t tvt ty of youth. 60th
substantively and methodologlcally Reference Gnd Essence uove s the
discussion of reference ana of essence to a ne. ana hlgher pI ane.-

The Award itself cons t s t s of a suitably inscribed cer-t t f t ca t e , a check for
Sl,OOO a·nd a fo rt'8b: 1 presentation made at the Annual Meeting of the Council of
Gracl.iate SChools of the U.S. This,meeting et l l take- place lJecember 5-~,_ 1~8,4 at. the
capital Hilton Hotel in liashfngton, D.C. and tne presentation of the Arlt ,/',Ward vr t t .
be Il4de i lunch on friday, Decence r 7. .The travel expenses you incur .. t n dttenCl1.ng
this ""et!ng will reimbursed by tne Council of Graduate SChools.

It was I pleasure to talk to you on the telephone and infona you firsthand of thi s
Award. 1 will look fo",.rd ;a ..,et1ng you 1n uecember..

Sincerely.

,'J. :3\.~ ~('1~(,'.,)"'-).'" -..
Jul es B. LaPidus
Fres1d.nt

JtlL/1 s
cc: Arlt Award COi7d~ttee

Victoria Fro"i r" t;CL,\
David Stecner r., uni¥i:rs!ty of CillHG~'i1i(!;

santa B4r!:,ara
Herbert Ba11ey I 01rect.or

Princeton 11!l'IIt''l'rsit.y ;:i"~$S

CCNl'RIBUTICNS

(26) Fourth Quarter Results. If you want, to see ha,y we are doing - as give:cs - take a look at the'ITeasurer's
Report (25). There you will see a figure of $15 for contributions. $15:'.s not the aver2,ge contribution per
member. It is tne grand total of all contributions from all rrerrbers for tl:e 3-nontll peric.xi ending Decernoar
31st. A grand total of $15. It sets a record: the wrong kind.

can we not do better?

Don't we need to?

Think about it. No psychic numbing, please.

* No contribution is teo small to be useful. Wealso welcome large contributions.

Thanks.
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BR 0.'1 THE INTERNATICNAL SCENE
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(27) JFK to BR, during 1:.,'1eCu.cf)anmissile crisis (wit..'1our thanks to DonJackanicz and the National Archives and
Records Service, KennedyLibrary, Boston):

We la'0 ~y ~e.i.ns t..hE:i m;atter !.n. tM U:xit.ed N!UiowJ.

~ yom' m.~ea a:f"@c;'r:ttit::-lllo£ U:6 U~~. ~

~110 ~~a!~.~wr th$ ~.td.

Jolm,F. ~y

Al Seckel d.iscuases tills response by JFK to BR's telegrarr.s, in the latest "Russell" (Winter 1984-85).
--_.__.,--~._-----------------------------------

BRat 80 'J'his is a transcript of the
19S2;pp. 51-54). The BRS Library
v.ideotape , and on audio t.ape,

\

y Tlll..:Ei.ER, - Lord Russell, as you celebrate
/"/ your eighticth birthday, .we'd like you to

~ !('II us what \'OU think yOU have learned
.,,,.1 "hat you think you will never learn in your
.. m-e-r 8, a philosopher.

H'·SSELL. - \Ycll, there nrc some things that I
,;",,', think I sl:all ever karn and indecd I hone I
,h.dllH'\'Cr learn. 1don't "ish to learn to chan~e' mv
h"l'l'S for the world. I am prepared to ('han~~. my
I.·;;,'f, about the state of the world. but not rnv
b'lpC'S. About that I wish to rorna in const ant . "I
think we might call the subject of our talk" Eidl! v
yrars of changing beliefs and unchanging hones." ~

It'. verv dillicult for anybody bar; since i914 to
r,-"li7-c how profoundly d(lTere~t t he world is now
f",m what it was when I was a child. The chan~e

BR INTERVlEi-<ED

Romney\\'heel';r Interview, as it appeared
has the interview' on film {"Bertrand

A LIFE OF DISAGREEMENT
An Interview with Bertrand Russell

hu been almost unbelievable, I try as best I can,
dc'"'pitc my years, to get used to )ivi~ng in a world of
~lom bombs; a world where ancient empires vanish
l;le morning mist. where, \'·...e have to accustom our-
••.1\"" to Asiatic self-assertion, the Communist
ttwn ar.•,. The world is altogether different from what
It .•.:\•• when I was-young. It's an extraordinarily
~.;:w:"lthing for an old man to live in such a
~ .. ';<I. I. was borriin 1872. :-.ry parents died when
I "" "ill an infant. And so I was brought up by
t=.~ ;:-r:tt\UP:Hf'otS.

\\ I!!:U.E!L - Can you tell us something about
;"•.ct ~~ndrQthcr? .

nt,~,f:t_l.. - Yes. He was barn in the oarlv years!. :h•. french Revolution. He was a me~b-er of
'ubnwnt while :'\ apoleon was on t he Ihrone.

in Atlantic Mont..~ly(AuqJst
Russell" , RSN44-13), on VH.'::

!-tI ~~'lrnrn"m with Fox. he thought English host iiit v
~ ~~..;"',k"n ~:as c...'\cessi\"e~ and he visited :\::pol~n
. "''"'- It \\;'15 he ,rvho Introduced the rctorm In

·,'t U;"ii.h ~ltlT1("d Encland on the road towards
.: .....-n,!-, lit- ·W;]S :Prime ~finisler durinr; the

-' •..••.• 0 '\ .i r, duri:1g the Revolutions of J 848 .. I

-;:;:member him quite well. But as you can see, he
belonged to an age that now seems rather remote.

The world in which I was young was a solid
world, a world where all kinds of things t hat have
now disuppeared were ihoucht to be going to last
forever. It didn't dawn on people that they mi;chl
cease, English people. have certainly' re;:ardeJ Enc-
ii"h naval supremacy as a law of nature. Britannia
ruled the waves. It didn't occur to us that that
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rninht stop.
\\"IlEELF.R. -E\'en with Bismarck?
HCSSELL, - Bismarck was re~ardcd as a rascal

and we thought of him as a sort of u'neducated
farmer: But it was assumed that the influence of
Goethe and Schiller would gradually bring Germany
back to a more civilized point of view. -'Iorco\'er.
we thought. of Germany as only a land power - it
had no navv; and in fact we weren't at all afraid of
Germany. 'Political opinion was more favorable to
Germany than it was to France at that time, His-
marck himself compared Germany ;nd England
to an elephant anda whale, each formidable in its
own clement but no dan'g:er to each other. That was
how we felt. We were not afraid of Bismarck at
all. It was thought that there was going to be
ordered progress throughout the world. Gradually
every country was going to take to parliaments.
There was going to be a bicameral legislature and
(wo parties and it was all going to be exactly like
Endand even'where all over the world.

5'Iy grand~olher used to laugh because one time
she said to the Russian .-\mbassador, .• Perhaps.some
day you will have a parliament m Russia." He said,
"God forbid, my dear Lady Russell." Except for
the first word, the Russian Ambassador of the
present day might give the same answer, But that
was the assumption. It was all going to be orderly
and all quite nice.

The altllusplll'fl.'. apHrt from politics, was one or
puritan piety - H.'ry grl'al pil'ty, vcry great aus-
It'rily. \\"c alwavs had family pruyers at t-i,;:llt.
.md before family prayers I had to do half an hour's
pra"tiee at the pia"o. w hie-h I haled. Although
there wer« pidll sl'r\"anls in 1hi' house, 1.hl' food w-as
a lwavs of tilt' ui most Silllplil'ily. and if there was
any thin:.: at all niro. I was nul allowed to han: it
IWCilUSt· it \\"<1.•.• n01 g')od fur childn.'n tu cut nice
things. For ins1ann.', tlH.'rl' would be rice pudding:
and apple tart. The grownups had the apph- tart
and I had the riel: pudding. There was extreme
au,;terity in all those ways. :--Iy grandmother .. until
she was over sevcnt y, would never: sit in an arrn-
dlair until after dinner. :"CYCf. It has almost gone
"ut. t hat sort of austere livinz bv well-to-do people
\~hich in those davs was vcn~ cornrnon, •

\\'IIE>;l.EIt. - \\'hen did you get to Cambridge?
Ht:~.o;EI.L. - I got to Cambridge when I was

l'i.:.;hll'l'n, and that (J( course was a new world to me
(,<)lIlplt,tely. I for the first time met people who,
when I sHid anylhinl! that I n-ull v thouzht, didn't
Ihin], it "!>'"rd. I had I,'arrll'd' ut home to sav
:dmn:-.t not hin.~ ul-out w hat. I n-nllv 1 houuht , .\1~·
iH1)l'h: h:ld a horror nr j1hill)~oph: ~,hi('h inlt'rt:..;tt'J
me, nud tlJl',Y would !-Ott.'" c l'ry l imc philn--ophy WHS
~lH.'ntiIHl<.'d; •• Philo-ophy is summed up eumpk·lt:ly
III 1I1l'~l' two qlll"~tions. \Yhat is matt(!r: .:'\c\'er
llIind. "'hat is mind: .\"0 malll'r.·· .Alld at about
I Ill' sixtieth rl'pl'1itiun of this n'mark I ('(':1:-.:•...•0 to 0..:
amused by it. \,"hen I ~o{ to CambriJ~l' it wa~ a
:;:reat comfort to me to -find people wh~ didn't re-
gard philosophy as ab,urd, '" that I was ver\', very
happy when I first got to Cambridge, I quickly g;t
to know a great many people who bt'Cumc mv life-
long friends. :\1ost of them. I am sorf\" to sa~','arc
dt'ad nuw. but those who,are still ali,'~ are still my
fril'nds.

\\'lln;LER,-You 'Iarted will\ malhematies.
Jidn't you. and then 1lI0wd to philosophy?

Ht::;SELL. - That is so. ves. I did three \'ears
ll1alhemati"s and one yea;'s philosophy at 'Cam-
bridge. I had,done only mathemati"s before going
to Cambridge,

WHEELER. --..: \\'hat caused y'our interest in phi-

10'iOphy?
Ht'ssELL. - Well, two things - two \'erv ditrer-

~'nt thing'S - ('<tUSl'U Illy i;lterl~st" in philo~or;hy. On
the one hand, J wanled to IInder'tand Ihe prin!'ip"'s
of mathenlalics. I obsern'd that all the prouf, of
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mat hcrua t icu! proposn ions t hat were tuuuht me
were obviously fallaciuus, They didn't really pru"e
what they said they did, and I w.uu cd to know
whether t here is anv t ruth in Ihe world t hat is
known, I thought. -rr there is any. it probably is
ill mathematics. but not in mathematics as I have
been taught it." So I tried to find out some truth
there. The other thing that made me interested in
philosophy was the hope I might find some basis for
religious belief.

\\'Il~:r;u;", - ,\11.1 did vou fi"d it?
Ht:..;s~;l.l.. - Xo. In ti", 1""IIIl'''1<;t icul part of

my hopes I was fairly salislit'd, but ill the or her
part no. not al all. For a time I found r-ort uin sat is-
Iuci ion in the Pluioni« eternal world of idea" which
has a sort of religious flavur, but then I came to Ihe
conclusion that 'lhat was nonsense and J was lefl
wit hout any sat israel ion. except for rnv desires. I l
nrnaius ."0. ~o lhal U"; far a!oi that gOl~. philo •.•ophv
provvd a washout 10 me. hut not as a tl't:hnical basis
for muihcmut icx,

\\'m;El.EIt, - \\'a,n't it ubout here that luu en-
tcrcd into what you "all a life of disugreem~nts i

IbJS~£I,L. - Yes. I disngreed first with my peo-
ple both about mu t hcmui icx and u bou t philosophy.
They cared only about virtue. Virt ue, they said, was
the only Ihin!; of importance in tIlt! wurld. ;\Iatl",-
mat ics was unimportant because it had no ethical
content, and philosophy was positively pcrnicioL:"~
because they t houcht it undermined virt uc. So
t hat on that point 1 had a strong disaurccmcru with
my people. I twas solved bY' rnv 'Ii"in" amor.z
.u-adcmic people who did not t",'ke tl;at \'ie:. so tha7
I gut a;!ain into a circle of people among whom 1
was quite at home.

But that was brought 10 an end Lv the fir,t \\'or:<i
\Yar, when 1 took a Ililciflsl line. (WHS against the
first war. I was not against the second. Some
1)('01'1" think that this is an inconsistencv, but it
isnt , I never, durinz t he first war, said tf~at 1 was
a.;ainst all war. 1 :-laid 1 was against that war. And
I still hold that view, I think the first war was a
mista.ke. I think if that hadn't happened. you
would not have had Communists, vou would not
have had t he Xazis. you would not have had the
second World \\'ar. you would not have had the
threat of the third. The world would have been a
very much better place, I think. Germany at rhe
lime of the Kaiser was not uncivilized. There was il

certain amount of sUlJpression of opinion. but less
than 1here now is evervv.-hcre except in Encland and
Scandina via. So it ;eall\' wasn't very 'bad. For
propaganda purposes the ~._Kaiser's gov;rnment was
represented as dreadful, but that was only talk. It
wasn't reallv true. '

WHEELE~. - Your opinions today in regard to
Russia are not altogether friendly. Did you always
feelt hat wa\, about the Bolshc\'iks?

HCsSELL. '-\:es, and Ihat caused another \'iolent
disagrl't'lllent. Owing to my pacifi:--:m during the
first war. I had hceome est ran"ed from what ''au
might "all con,entiunal people,~,nd tlll'n I weni to
Hu"ia in 19i!O and fuund lhat I abominated the
So\'iet go\'ernm~·nt. They werc dreadful people-
dreadful people' already and Oceoming more w.
I then had to break with a II people who had en-
dured my pacifism who liked Hussia. or thought
they did, so that I was left in a gr~at isolation at
that time, However. I escaped some of t.he pain of
it by going to China, where I spent a very happy

','ear. J liked tht, ,Chinese very much. nnd there I
;'"und people t hat I could agr~ wil h, t hat I rould

~ike.
, \\'nEELF.R. - Any conclusions nl",ut (-hinn?

nussELL. - Oh, J don'l kno\\' Db"ut ronellisions.
I don't think I eame to any part icular eonelusions.

, I conlinued to think as I had Iho\l~ht I",fore. that
democracy i~the be<:l form of govc-rnmf>nt w!JC'r(' il

February 1985

will work. It didn't work nry ",!'II in China. It
"a-n't working at ull. .\nd one r"\llrl ,"'1' t hnt it
wouldn't work thoro. The." hadn't t ht- political
r,p,'rit'nee. But I thought il would work 1 here in
,ime and I dart' say it would have if circumstnnces
"ad been a little more propir ious.

WHEELER. - On vour return, the focus of your
intcrest rhanged. did it not?

nl'S,3ELL. - Yes. owing to the birth of my' two
elcler children. I borurne very much interested in
('{Juration-especially. at first, 'educalion in the
vcrv eor!y year<, I didn't a1togt'ther like the pro-
:rf'~.;:j\·(l ~~'h()(,I..•.lh()lI~h in sorno rl'sp<.'rts I tholl~ht

d"'1II rl1ut'h ben or than the older ones. But i hcrc
;,ff' !'omC' thing, n lxnu pro.:.!:r('~siv(· ~ch()()ls. at least
;,I,)"t most progrt'ssi\'e schools. ihni I didn't feci
~l'n' rii:!;hr. I t houcht 1 hf'y didnt pa.\' onouch
;11It'1l1inn to insi rur-t ion. It scr-ms to me that in our
I~'chnici)lly complex world you cannot play an ..•·
impnrtnnt part unless you have a very ('(Jn~idl'raol('
"I11O'lI1t of actual knowlcdze, and I don't think
ihnt most children will acquire milch knnwledge
\mIt ...., there is a ('('r{:lin amount of di~('iplinc in the-
~'h"nl. I think 1he real discipline required for ac-
{Jllirin!! knowlcdzc ought 10 be insi-ar-d upnn and
j ••.n·l ~lIt1ieicnt!y insisted upon in a good many
"'".k,,, schools thnt I know.

\\'iii-:F:LER. _. Did you chnncc any of your opin-
~ 001: in t h:"1 :r;.:nrd?

n •...,'F.LL. --I suppose to some c1ec:rcc. I tried
nliini.:~ it school of my ov••.'n bocuuse I wasn't satis-
:""\ with other schools. I haven't the talents of an
:Hiln;ili..qrau':7 and r wasn't satisfied with the school
\hn: 1 tr;eo to run. Fort unatelv ;IISt about that
Lnwa ce-rt ain modern school that iwas ;n!('r('~ted
:n f.""'·:lffi(" l thought, quite good enough. and f WaS

.~1 h~I'!.!wit h t hat. I have, I suppose. changed my
,., .~ll':f~"'. not only about education. but about man v
!'.:;-"::"'.;!'" a rt·:::ul~of seeing what people do. ~.

t dunk lhr:.t r:"(·pdonl is not a OJ:!),H'ca fur u ll
"::fO:."", I t hink there are 8 gr.1nd ~anY mat t ers in
.; I ,., h fr,·,·d; -rn should be Test rained, ~~!1W of them
--.;,1. r .. rn which it is not sufricient lv rC'sl;-aiflcd at
:""~.f!t. !;; ~h~> r('~:i.tions betwPI!J1" no t inns t hore
"': '_J.i tfl ~~. Jp:-..:.~ f res-dom than t here is, To SCHlH.':.

'.! ·0:" .thl": ;\FpE'!s to modern f.-dlwaticn too. I
....-.-., :l::tt 4',rnc progressive schoo is cert ainlv have:b~.:'.. ro"":nm t han they ought to have. Th~re are

. r"'''''C!',li)\; t h: t 1 I'" dcsirabl .~.~ ~ ~ ina r mnx are Icsira ote In. ecuca ..
,~ ••• ,. In 1h" old-fashic';1Cd school, if a «hild
h,e &. t'''':oar ¥'nrd. il is t houcht worse t han ;f hn

.. ".!fHh an unkiifd action, nn'd that seem~~:lb;ur·d~

I think that the unkind action matters more. in
tha: sort of v;~y I don't like j he old-fashioned W~Y.

J also think! hat children should be frr-e to explore
th" fa~l' of life 10 " degTt'e thaI t.he\,·re not allowed
in an old ..fDshioned way. I think the,e ,shouln ~
(;1'<: sp<:~ch. There arc a numlwr of Ihings that I
!Ikr. "cry much about mod{lrn pouf'ntion: lJut hoth
III t'(iu~otion "nd in olher matters. I think freedom
n~ll"l hn~'(' YC'rydC'flnj((' jjmiUllions - {or example,
wh~n fh,ng, thaI nrc definitely harmful to olher
fK..-;p!r arC' invol\'(:d. or·t hings. such ns l<lck of knowl-
edge" thot pre'Tnl you yourself from bein~ useful"
Those are resp;·rt.' in which I supP'"e I should lav
Ie" stre" on freedom than in former times. '

\YflE~;LER. - Do yOIl ~t ill belie\'e in the impor-
tnn('e of abst ract philosophy i

HCSSELL. - Th~t's a very diffi('ult (1',,,stion. I
haw mysclf a pasSion for clarity and exarln('<s and
sharp outlines. For some reason t hat I ne"er un-
derstood. that make,< people Ihink that J ha\'e no
passions, that J am " eold fish. I don't know 11'1",
but it docs cause people to think so. I don'l m,'.'~lr
Ihink that's alto~~ther just. That's nt'ither 'here
nor there. flUI I do lihe clarity and exact thinking
and I bdie\'e they are vcry imrortant to mankilld.
because when you allow yourself to think incxactl\'.
your prejudices, your bias. your self-interest. e,,';'e
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in in wavs \"OU don't notice. and vou can do }~:ld
thin!.!" ,,~jlh~lJl knowing that you"re doing them.
Self-ul'cept ion is "cry easy. For I hnt reason, 1 do
think clonr Ihinking is jmm('n~cly impnrl:lllt. But
I don'l Ihink philo'oph" in t he old.fa,hi'>/\".!'l"n-('
is quit e Ih0 1hill~ the world n('f'r!·.• nnw;lf/;lyS. 1
t hin k t he 1\ ('cod, of t l.c world are dilf·l'renl.

\YIIf:El.el<. - .Iust what do yOll feel today',.; need"
are?

HeSSELI.. - ~{.'cds depend, of course, on \\I1:1t n
pl,:r<.:on's ('apa('ilil'.~ nrc. HUl if I we-re now nt lhi..;
momcn t it vounz man. \\'lll,jht'r in End:lnd or in
Arnoricn , I ~hoilid 1\01 lake 10 phil",ophy. I should
think t lu-r o were or her Ihin<:' l.cu cr In lak" 10. If
J had t hc nt'co'","y rapacirv, J think I would be a
physicist. If my c:lp;lej,i('s didn't run in t hn t direc-
linn. J should think that history. psychology-
mass psychology especially - theory of politics.
things of t hat sort, would be milch bet tor to work
nl t han pure philosophy. ..\ nd its Ihal sort of
thine: that I should lake 10 if J \\WO now young.

\YtlEELn<. - Lord HlIs,oll, whu t do you think
iho \H)r!d nerds to reac-h Ihis huppicr ~q:ll('?

Bt-"'F.l.L. - J t hink I he«- ar<' t hrcc Ihil\<:' i hat
are needed if the world i~ to :ldapt itself iO the
in.lusr rin l rcvohn ion. The troubles we art- ~lIlTcring
now ace ('.~sel;tia!lv troubles due to adapl ill~ our-

selves t O a new pl;nst..' of human life - namely, the
in.lust r ial phase: :H1d I think lhrpp thincs are iH?CC1"--

sa r v if PC'op\{' ,HI.'" to livo h:Jppil.,- in ih(' indus: rial
nh;~<:c. 'Onl"" of !hcso j" world !.!;oq'rllllll'nt. The
~l,('p'1(1 i"' ~i;1 :; ppro.\il1;;J t c-!.'COilOll1ic ('q Uti Ii1Y llCt ween
different' parts of the world. :\nd the third is a
nearly stationary population. I'd like to say a
little nbour carh of those.

..\:; to world governnlc·nt. The world government
:.:houid be'. of course. a ft!dend gon:'rnment. leasing
a nory great deal of freedom to the individual na-
t ional goverurn-rus, with only those things con-
trolled by the wor ld gO\"E;fmneOl which are ansa-
l.nclv ncccssar •....for rhe avoidance of war. The mast
imp<;rtant

l

a~d' .!he most. difflcult of ~;lE'SC is..armed
forces .. -\It tne nnporr ant weapons o! war w:ll have
to be in the hu!,cb of the international gOl,:ernrnent

and of it alone. \\'hen that happens, war ".•·ill be-
come uracticallv irnoossible ; and if war were irn-
pU.5sibie, manki~nd c~i.lid go ahead. If war is not
impossible. ;\'cry ~dvDnce in scicntifie, techni;ilie
means an ao vance In lIWSS murder and IS therefore
undesirable. But if world peace were once achieved,
the situation would be just the opposite.
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Xow J come on to the question of approximate
economic equali!,Y. As thjn~s st and at present,
\\"estcrn Europe and still more the L~n(tC'd Sfales
of America have hi<:h standards of life. On the
whole, the ;;rcat majority of their people Ii,,· fairly
comfortably from the material point of view, .\:-;ia,
on the other hand. lives in very great poverty. So
does most of Africa. And the moment people are
sufficicntlv educated to be aware of t hcsc facts, the
inevitab'e~ result is Il. !.~rcat development of envy in
the poorer parts of rhc world. That envy is the
cause of unrest and inevitably makes world peace
precarious. The only way of dealim; with it is to
produce approximate economic equality. Of course
it's a long story, but it can be done.

The third point, about population, is very vital
indeed, The food supply of thc world tends at
present to diminish through thc denudation of the
soil. It also tends to increase through various
technical advances; but those two about balance,
so that on thc whole food produce, as it were, docs
not increase appreciably. That means t hur unless
everybody is to be very poor, there must bc not
more people to be fed, not many more, than there
are now, and 'therefore you have got to get ap-
proximate equality of populat ion and npproxi-
mately stationary populal inn. Otherwise t hose
parts of thc world where the population increases
fast will want to °0 to war with those where it
increases slowlv: 0 .

\YllEELER. -.:...That raises the problem of Asia,
RCSSELL. - Well, Asia first of ali has risen to thc

point of education - some Asians have - where
it is not prepared any longer to be subservient 10 thc
white man. It hasn't noticed that Russians arc
white. If it had, it would have taken a different
line, but it seems to think that Russians arc yellow
or black or sorne other color, and I think our
propuuanda ought to be mainly de vot ed to sayin:;
onlv Iiussians also are whitc. L believe that would
be 'the ciIcctivc propaganda to usc in Asia, but

I'll pass that point by. Asia clearly is. gOlng to ~b '.'
equality with the white man, and it s perfecti} ;_.
tile, absolutely futile, for .thc white man to r",;,!,
that game. It will infallibly win - infni!ibl} '.
and we ought to concede it graciously at once hl.'irJr .•
we are driven to it to concede complete cqualir, "I
Asia. nut if Asia is not to overwhelm the rest !,r
the world with a vast flood of popular ion an'i
poverty, Asia must live up to irs re.;ponsibilili,,,
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and must learn the sort of thill'..!; we huve !t..·Jrnl'!
in the ,rest, which is how to maintain a TOu':!hl\"
stationary population. If they c.mt learn til:j'!
(and I fully believe they can learn and learn quicklv,
much more quickly than people think) they wi]]
not ha ve won t heir claim to ell. ualit y,

\\"liEF.LER. -l.ord Russell, speaking as of todav,
can you see thc influence of any one rhiiosoph~r
more than nnv other one'

RCSSE:LL. -=- I 5UPPO:;~ in recent years the most
important inrlucnce has been ~rarx - if you can
dignify him with the name of philosopher. I shouid
hardly likc to dignify him so myself'. but I suppose
he must count in t ho list ami he certainly has had
more influence than anvbodv cisco ."

WHEELER. - For th~se ~f us who reject :lfan.
can you offer any positive-philosophy to help us
toward a more hopeful future? .

. RCSSELL. - \Ycll, vou see. I think onc of rho
troubles bf the world' has been the habir nf d"g·
matically bL\ieving; something or other. and I thin!'
all these matters arc full of doubt and the rnt ionai
man will not be too sure Ihat he is right. 1 think
that we ought alwavs La cnt crtn in our opinjoll;o;

wit h some meneu rc uf dnubl. 1 shouldnt wi-h
people dogmatieal!.\' tl) bl'lie'·C' .:lny phil()~qpilY" not
even mine. Xn, I think that we ~hol1!J .wel'p!. !)l;r

philosophies with a measure lIf rloubr. \Yhat I do
think is this: that if a philo-ophv is to brine: h.ip-
pi ness. it should be in:.;pirt'J hv kindl.l; rl'ciin!.~, ~LL;-X

pretended that he waru cd t he nappine..;s 1)[ lh~ prl)~
let ariat. \Vhat he really wanted was the ,,,,ita:>-
pinoss of thc bourgeois, and it was because 'Ji t',a~
negative clement, because of that hate elE'rnl'IH,

that his philosophy produced disaster. A pnilo-o-
phy which is to do good must be one inspircc b:/
kindly fecling and not by unkindly feeling.

\YHEELER. - ~lltlllllin~ up. Lord Russell. do you

feel thcre is hope for t he wor ld today?
H.L3~ELL. - Yes. 1 00. I fed it vcrv S(rrFlI~~v,

but how far that is a r.u ion.rl conviction. if one 'i~
tcrnocramcnt alv I cant say. I do most st rornrlv !~d..'j

that ther~ is hope. The;" Ill"." be very d,,:adfc;!
times ahead of us. I dare say there are, bur 1 s uli
believe, I believe most firrnlv, that through w nn t .•.

ever pain and suffering, man"kind will cnHl-n;e from
these dreadful things and will emerge into some
world that will be happier: than any world that has
existed in tlte past. I am firmly persuaded of t na t.

What I don't know is how long it will take.

(291 Philosophers Committee (David E. Johnson, Chainren):

The BRS's annual session -- at the Eastern Division rr.eeting of the American Philosophical Association
was held on December28th, at 10 a.m., in the NewYork Hilton Hotel.

David Johnson, of the Naval Academy, chaired the session. The paper was delivered bv Professor .Russell
Wahl of WabashCollege, Crawfordsville, Ind. The commentator was Professor Justin Lelb€r of the University
of Houston.

Professor viahl explored two questions: v,'het..'1erit is really correct to say a person can have merely
descriptive knowledge of a thing, and whether truths can be ~~~vnabout t..~ings knownonly by description.

He argued that Russell's original intention in introducing the notion of knowledge by description was to
account for the possibility that tzutns could be krlO'NT1about trunqs wit.'1which one is not acquainted. 'I'his
is the case despite SOIT.e of Russell's later clairrs t.'1at such things as Piccadilly, physical objects and
other things which are known only by description are really logical constructions of things knO';JTI
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by acquaintance. Far from being a consequence of the position in "On Denoting" and "Kncwl edqe by Acquai.nt.-
ance, Knowledgeby Description," this more constructivist view actually conf l i.ct.s with it in some respects.

Professor Leiber had few critical cowments, asking instead wheD~eror not Russell just changed his view,
on what we can be acquainted with, from his position in The Principles of ~latherretics. Further, Leiber
asked whether, in "OnDenoting", Russell was just using "Scott" illustratively, and not as a genuine proper
name. Wahl responded that by 1911 Russell had changed his view on acquaintance, but not on whether
knowl.edqe is only of objects of acquaintance. The exchange by the pr.incipal s was followed by lively
discussion from the floor:

Professor Johnson then spoke about a problem these Russell Society sessions (now in their 11th year) were
having. He found it hard to understand why so few papers were being submitted - at a time when people are
looking for employmentand/or trying to become tenured.

There was a discussion about whether or not to change the format, with the consensus being D~t formal
papers with discussion was the preferred style.

Deadline for submission of papers is May15th for the meeting the follow'...ng 'Decemoer, !',ernbers of the
* Society are encouraged· to submit papers or to encourage friend;; engaged in Russell scholarship to do so.

The session ended with concluding rerrarks by Professor Leiber,titled "The Responsibility of the Profession:
the Case of Russell and \1ittgenstein". Leiber argued that for him Russell is a better model of how a
philosopher should be engaged in the world (for instance, going to jail for his convictions) ,whereas
Wittgenstein represents a d~;ger tr0t cur profession faces (namely turning iIT~ard from D~e larger world.)
\1nat the profession has done is to treat \'!itt.genstein muchmore favorably D~anRussell, to the extent of
developing a personality cult around the forrrer , Leiber also discussed the personal relations bet ..•.een the
two men,stressing hail Ru..ssel I repeatedly ~Jent to bat for Wittgenstein and in turn was treated shabbily by
Wittgenstein. These refnaxks provoked a lively discussion, which carried the group to the end of the two-
hour session.

FOESALE

(0) Books:

BOOKS FOR SAl.E FROH THE; BERTRAND RUS~Bl.L SOCIETY LIBRARY
-This list and prices nre current as of January,l985. The discounts

given provide considerable savings, especially for ~ertain titles
which are often difficult to locate.

-Prices include postage and other shipping costs.
-"H" indicates hardbound edition. No nGta~ion indicates paperbound.
-Please remit by check or money order, payable to The Bertrand Russell

Society. -
-Send orders to ; To~ Stanley,rtu5sell Society Library,Box 366,Hartford,

Yermont,05047. '

By Bertrand Russell
Authority and the Individual:I8."' ••••••••••• ·•••••••••.••••••• ~~
The Autobiography of B.IL (in one volume) ••••••••••••••••••
The Autobiography 01 B.ll; V91~~.l •....•.•••••.••••.•.•••••
The Autobiography of B.R.,Volume II ••••••••••••••••••••••••
The Autobiography of B.R.,Volume ill .••••.••.•••••.••••••.•
Education and the Social Order •• ~••••••••••••••••••••••••••
German Soc~al Democracy ••••• c ••• e ••• ' ••••••••••••.••••••••••••

Has Man a Future? ••••• ~••.•.••••• ~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••
H.1story of the world in Epi tome ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••
Human Society in Ethics and Politics •••••••••••••••••••••••
Icarus or the' Fu t ur-e o i: Sci-ence ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••.••
The Impact o~ Science on' S~ciety •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
In P~ai8e of Idlene88 •••••••••• ~••••••• ,••••••••••••••••••••
An Inquiry into Meaning and Truth ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Justice in Wartime ••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••• ••• •• • •.•• ••
Mortals and Others, edited by Ruja ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
My Philosophical Developement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
An Outline of Philosophy ••••••••••••••..•••••••• -. , ••••••••••
Political IdealB •••••••••••• ~•••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••

3.75
7.50

16.00 H
13.00 H
11.00 H

4.25
9.00 H
8.00 H
1.00

16.00 II
3.00 H
2.75
2.75
6.00
8.00 H
8.00 H
2.75

i6.00 II
3.75
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The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism ••••••••••• •••••••••••
The Practice and TheDry of BoLshevism •••••••••••• ••••••••••
Principles of Social Reconstruction .••.•••••••••• •••·•·••••
Principles of Social Reconstruction ••••••••••••• •••••••••••
Roads to Freedom •. III ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Sceptical Essays ············•·············
Unarmed Victory ..••.•.•.•••...••.•••.•• ·····,,·,,··,,"",,··· 0 • "

By Other Authors
Bertrand Russell,1872-1970 ............•.... ·· .
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words.
Bertrand Russell,A Life by Rerbert Gottchalk •••••••••••••••
Bertrand Russell, The Passionate Sceptic •••••••••••••••••• •
Mr. rlilson Speaks"Frankly and FearlesslyllOn Vietnam to B.R.
Bsaays on Socialist Humanism in Ronor of the Centenary

of Bertrand Russell."."""."."."."" ••. ,,··· It • " ••••• '.' •••

Essays on Socialist Humanism in Honor of the Centenary
of Bertrand Russell."""."."".". It •• " • " • " " • " " " " " ••• " " •••

The Tamarisk Tree,Volume l,by Dora Russell ••:••••••••••• •••
Effects and Dangers of Nuclear War .......•••..•.•. ···••··••
Secrecy of Correspondence is Guaranteed By Law, Medvedev •••
National Frontiers and International Scientific

Cooperation, }1ed'vedev .•.• "', •••.•••.••••....•..•.•.•.•.

February 1985

9.00 H
3.75
7.00 H
3.75
4.00
4.00

11.00 H

1.25
4.00
1. 50
1.75
1.25

9.00 R

4.00
5.00 H

.75
3.50

4.00

l.lUUKSFOH SALE flW~l Mc~U~STEj{
Each of these publications is a bargain. All are in short supply.
Russell in Heview: Proceellilll.!;sof the Centen'lry Celebrations ...12.0U C
Intellect and Social Conscience: Essays on Hussell's

Early \Jork..•..•••..•.•.•.•••..•••.••••••••• ·•••••• •• 7.00 C
Catalogue of the Centenary Exhibition ••••••..•••.••••••.••.•.•• 1.00 C
Bertrand Hussell, My Own Ph i Losopny ..••••.••.••••••••••.•••.••• 1;.00 C
Urders should be addressed to: McMaster Univ~r3ity,Nills Memorial
Library,1280 ~lain ::it. \o/cst,llalllilLotl,Untario,L8SI\Lo. Prices are in
Canadian do Ll-ars i payab I.e to NdiasLer Un r versi t y Li brary Press.

(31) !-1embers' stationery. 8 1/2 x 11, ;'Ihite. Across the top:"The qood life is one inspired by love and guided by
knowl edqe ,* Bertrand Russell" On the cot.tonu"*Hotto of The Bertrand Fussell Society, Inc." $6 for 90 sheets,
postpaid. Order from the newsletter, address on Page 1, bottom.

tID" MEHBERS

(32) We are pleased to welcome these new roemoers i

CHERYL BASCO~/I0504 Riverside Drive/Toluca La~e/CA/91602
01ARLES D. BASH/2421 Kno llridce Dr i.ve/Fcrt; \"iavne/IN/46815
PAUL p~ B~q/English Dept./600 N. Park St./Madison/WI/53706
ROBERT BEALnRIER/1727 C~"pus Road/Les Angeles/CA/90041
LEO CASEY/54 Hobson St./Brighton/MA/02135

~SK GEORGIE\'/5635 Guincho Court/San Diego/CA/92124
DCNALD GREEN/106 Hart Av./Webster Groves/VD/63119
RAf.lONK. lLUSORIO/9th Floor, Prudential Bank 3ldg./Makati, Metro ~1anUla/Philippines
GEORGE KAYE/Kaye Bldg./Pa~ton/IL/60957
JAJ"lES.EMAKI/1463 LeBlanc/Lincoln Parl</MI/481.46

S~~ MIILIGAJ~/4701-B PERSHING AV./FORT \~RTH/TX/76107
BRlk~ R. elOISTAD/245 Powell/Clarendon Hills/IL/60514
ERIC S. NELSON/3024 N. KUbourn/Chicago!IL/60641
JOrfrlA. O'NEILL/301 Del Verde Circle (5)/Sacramento/CA/95833
PAUL RElNEPS/9172 Buchanan/lowa State University/AITes/IA/50013

MAR!'lATIESLER/77 \~. Court St./Dovleston/PA/18901
JUDITH E. TOUBES/1449 N. Tamarind AV./Los Angeles/CA/90028
DAVID A. VESHOSKY/700 Wolf Av./Easton/PA/18042
TQ~ \~IDLICH/511 E. 12th (5)1 pNINY/I0009
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NE"w ADDRESSES

REV. DAN BOND/Holy Spirit Pexish/1396 Lynnhaven Blvd. /Virginia 8each/VA/23456-2798
DE&~ T. BUm)EN/2859 EI Cajon Blvd./San Diego/CA/92104
ALEJANDRO GARCIADIEGO/Jose Ms. Velasco #71/Del Benito Juarez/03900/Hexico,D.F./Hexico
O-IARLES 1'1. HILL/Rte. 5, Box 61/Covington/G LA/70433
G~~ E. ~~ISEY/c/o Belvoirdale/1235 Chestnut/Philadelphia/PA/19107

PETER MEDLEY/2550 N. 49th St./Milwaukee/wL/53210-2847
P. D. MCA~CRIEF/PO Box' 91303/Memphis State University/Memphis/TN/38152
CAPL SPADONI! 45 Dalewccd crescent./uami lton/Ont. /Canada/L8S 436
~~ W. SUNDERLfu~U/IC04 Norb~ampton Road (F)/Washington/IL/61571
LUCILLEB. ZARSE/I013 Tippecanoe St./Lafayette/IN/47904

ABOUT arHER ORGANIZATIONS

The Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation, h'hich ,-JaS founded by BR to work for peace and human rights,
for some help in dealing wi.th its-'annual deficit, Here is how Ken Coates puts it:

is asking

Foundil'\g PT~i<..l6nt; tr.e E.!rl Russell. OM. FRS! ,gn 19701

The Bertrand Russel! Peace Foundation Ltd.

Bertrand Russell Hoose,
Gamel.! Street,
Nottingharrl N<.j74fT.
Erogtand {Reg. Ottrce!
Reg. No. $fU&:rJ IEn<;fandJ

r~ohon~' ()5(J2- i8J.S,.1d

CabJ~: Russ'ounc1 Noillnghdm

2nd November, 1984.

*

Aa ten admirer of Bertrand Russell, we think you will not mind receiving
this letter, which comes from the .Foundl.tion which he es tablished in 1963.

It hag been no e3.BY task to C<':.rry on Russ e ll ts wor k fer peace and dis-
armament in the years which have followed his death, The arms race has ru n
away with the two gseat nuclear pov.er s , so that the number of nuclear weapons
now emplaced a.':0;Jn,j the wor l d outnumbers even the wrl dest fears of 1970.
The worsening of r elati ons between East and West 109 acc ompa nie d by growing
conflicts within the bloc systems themselves. As a result of the efforts of the
non-aligned countries, the 1978 Specta l Session of the United Nations did make
workable pr oposals lor nuc lea r disarmament, but 3.11 of these were nullified
last year when, at the Seeoed ~pectal Session in New York, the nuclear powers
were able to reverse eilgines "way from any kind of disarmament.

At th~ beg-lnnlng of this decade, the Russell Founchtion helped to launch
an Appeal for E"ropf:an Nuclea r Disarmament, which has brought together all
the major peace movements in Eur cpe , and very representative groupings
from the United Stat ss as well. As a result of this work, the Russell Founch-
tion is in demand all over the world, and finds that its telephone and communi
cations bi lls increase at the same moment that its income is being reduced •

.Although we have accumulated a quite remarkable range of contacts and exper-
tise, we find ourselves In the situation that t.here is 3. s hortfa ll in our income
of approximately £20, 000 each year. If we can't meet this shortfa l l, we shall
have to cut rock our operatf ons at precisely the moment when they are becom-
ing more effective than ever before. This would be a desperately bad service
to the memory of our founder.

Can you help us? Any donations will be very gratefully received. If
you could undertake a regular annual donation, thls would be even more use-
ful, in enabling us to budget sensibly.

If you would like to have further information about the Founchtlon, or
lists of our publications and activities, please do not hesitate to write. We

'will be delighted to answer any of the questions which may occur to you.

Yours sincerely,
K. c.:

Ken Coates
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(5) HemlockSociety's newsletter, "Hemlock Quarterly" (January 1985) Includes an article on the Koestler double
slL1.cide,"\'ihyCynthia Joined Arthur."(FO Sox 66218, Los It..'1geles,CA90066-0218)

(36) National En'!2rgencvCivil LL~rties Co;rJT1ittee ran th.is ad in t..'le (Sunday)NewYork Ti;res Review of
(2/3/85, 21E, op ed page). The ad-was scnewhat larger t..'lanshown here.

Week

In his Inaugural Address January 20 President ReAgan spoke stoouenttv of
the grl3e~ Amortcan Ideals tha~ he and nis fellow-citizens must strive to
uphold. Yet only two days previously (he President hAd directed 'hat tho
U.S. Government take no further purt In the World Cour1 proceedings
dealing With Nicaragua's suit against the Uruteo Stales tor violating
lnternatlonal law by supporting oamrmlttarv attacks by ·n~beI3 in Nicaragua
and by rninlng Its harbors. Ttus otshonoraore boycott of the wo-re Court
oetrsvs Arnertca's hlstorlc ideals for international peace and for Iho rule of
law throuchout trra world. President Reagan is clearly a mar: of many
contradlctions.

As Anthony Lewis states in his excellent article on Pre-sidentlal powers
without acccuntabillty 'New York Times, Oo-Ed Jim. 21 J, "The Reagan
AdmInistration feared that !~e court piOcgedlng wcui(' bnng out the racts of
Its sid to terrorist activities and focus attention on its: vrorauon' 01 t"eHli6s."
Thus tl16 U.S, withdrew!?:.! from World Court iurisdiction means that President
R&agan is :::gain trylnn rc avord accouotac.ntv by concealing the tru:i1 and is
viOlating the American peoptes baSIC Civil liberty. the rigM 10 xnow.

Corlh'$ Lamont, Chairperson
E.ctlth Tiger. Director .
Leonard S_Soudln, General Counsel

175 Filth Ave"u9, New Yo,k, NY 10160

(2i2) 673-2040

------------------------

NEWSLETTER HATI'ERS

the

(37) Copyriqht. \~e've changed our mind about the desirability of copyright for the newslet.ter . \~e don't want; to
stop others from using newsletter material. \~e'd like others to use it. Wecopyrighted the last issue (RSN44),
but we will not copyright this issue or future issues.
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BOOKREVIEWS

February 1985

(38) Theory of KnO'N"ledgeby Bertrand Russell. The 1913 manuscript, edited by Elizabeth Ramsden Earres in
col Iaborat.Ion with Kenneth Blackwell-Allen & Unwin, 1984. 2580 ill (The Collected Papers of Bertrand Russell,
7) Revievlec1by Marvin Kohl, SUNYCollege at Fredonia. (<;:HOICEJan '85 Philosophy)

Russell never completed this book, and of the 16 chapters he did complete saw fit to publish only the
first 6. The rnajor virtues of this resurrected book are the alrrost paradigmatic way Russell proceeds to
justify his claim that sor~ beliefs are self-evident; his useful, often brilli&,t characterizations of the
nature of. humanunderstandings, belief, and kncwledge by acquaintance; and Elizabeth EaI1'€s introduction
which provides both an overview of Russell's episterrDlogical development and an explanation of why
he did not complete the manuscript.· But one reason why it maybe of limited conterrpcrary interest is
that many e~iricists now hold that intuitive self-evidence of nonlogical beliefs cannot possibly be
clai~ to yield indubitable knowledge. CHOICEurged (A~r '84) that Volume1 was essential for all college
collections ard highly recommended it for general libraries whowished to have a partial. autobiography
and other fascinating information about a man'.....nois clearly one of the greatest, if not the greatest,
intellectual, of our century. This revi.ewer still thinks that the collection as a whole should prove to be
a rrajor editorial acrueverrent., But for libraries limited to purchasing individual volumes, the present
book is recommendedonly for graduate collections. •

CREATIONISM

1,:3':1> From the Washington Post (11/24/84, p.All):

In School, Science Seems to Be Le~ding Creationism
'It Looks as if the Tide lias Turned, ' Evolutionist Says
. agr sed with the American Civil Lib- immediately counter. By their own

B floc R be erties Union. which had filed suit, admission, the evolutionists were
~.\~In/~;~!~l~ Wri~;r ~hat,3.st.~t.~law r~~~.iri~~.,~c~~I: ~o roundly beaten in the minds' of -the

teacn biblical Ctt:<.nlC':11ShA .L_g ..•Ly spectators.
favored one religion. The court also Whe:l it became apparent that
ordered [he 5t<lte to !Jay ACLlJ's such Iorurns helped 5way public
court cos'S. opinion, several scientists elected

The decision cost Arkansas about to study the creationist positions
$500,()I)O, a factor evolutiorusts say. and prepare the documentation
.'.nZJ)!have"dls~ou(age~ ot~;l' states needed to refute them. They
tro:--l pa~smg equal-time .i?WS and proved successful) winning more
facing similar SUI~S, despite .r~o~\nt. and more debates.
;~g pressure from the religious "The creationists aren't so inter-
right. , . _.... ested in debating anymore," Fezer

Tbe seconc tactor has been a re- said .
versal 'ill the fortunes 01 scientists • Evolutionists also point to a more
who volunteer to debate creation- concrete victory. The state school
lstS,In public forums. .. board in Texas. a bastion of reli-

!~or .f!l~n~ 1·e~:s.. creatiorusts gious fundamentalism, was declared
challenged evolutlOr.IstS. to debate unconstitutional by the state attor-
them before college audiences and ney general and replaced by a board
cc.mr"t;n;,y groups, more receptive to the teaching of

"The scientists who volunteered evolution. The move followed a re-
to take them on usually figured it port critical of the quality of public
would be easy to beat somebody education in Texas by a commission
who was just quoting the Bible," headed by industrialist Ross Perot.
Fezer said, As it turned out. the The new board recently com-
creationists were skii!ed debaters pleted its selection of textbooks for
with well-honed lines 01 argurnen- use by the state's schools. Of the

. tation that the scientists could not five biology texts approved. none

Even though the theory of evo-
lution continues to prompt vigorous
controversies among scientists,
most 01 its backers agree that they
seem to be winning their battle
against religious creationism. •

Despite attempts by religious
fundamentalists to force the teach.
ing of biblical creationism in public
schools, advocates of evolution the-
ory say that no state still enforces
such laws.

"It looks as if the tide has
turned," said Karl Fezer. who edits
a pro-evolution newsletter that cir-
culates among a growing number of
scientists and others fighting cre-
ationism.

Fezer, a biology professor at
Concord College in Athens, W.Va.,
and others credit the turnaround to
two factors.

One was a Supreme Court deci-
sion thar.declared Arkansas' so-
called equal- time law unconstitu-
tional. In that case, the court

oilers a word about biblical cre-
ation.

"This was. a real turnaround."
said Wayne Moyer of People for the
American Way. a Washington·based

I organization active in textbook cen-
sorship cases. "For the first time.
we felt that science was 011 the in-
side and creationism was on the
outside."

Moyer and Fezer said that al-
though organized creationism is
less conspicuous. many of its advo-
cates remain active on local school
boards.

Moyer said this pressure was
being met by growing numbers of
citizen groups protesting textbook
censorship to local school boards.
Moyer said his organization has
more than 120,000 members na-
tionwide.

"All in all, I would say the situ-
ation is markedly better than it was
just a couple of years ago," he said.
"Schools are getting back to teach-
ing science as scien~e."
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BOOK REV1E'i'iS

( 40)
RO'.vsedoesn't like Russell. Fromth.e Wall Street Journal (1/15/76), a review of "The Life of Bertrand Russell"
by Ronald \'1. Clark, "The Tamarisk Tree" by Dora Russell, and ",1yFather, Bertrand Russell" by Katharine TaiL
\'iit.l1thanks to Paul Ganvig. Reviewer: A. L. RO'NSe.

These three books under revieN give us all, and rather more than all, that one needs to arrive at a proper
estimate of the life and work of Bertrand Russell, one of tne supposed sages of our time. But whyshould
anyone have supposed him a sage? That is the problem. wnyshould people have been so ready to follow anyone
so obviously erratic, so vrrong-headedand irresponsible in every sphere in which he pontificated?

Wherein lay the appeal? That question is easier to answer. Russell had all
intellectual vivacity, sparkling intelligence and wit, a naughty sense of fun,
woroeri.Hewas tremendously good company, never a dull momentwith him all his 98
as these witnesses testify. wnatever one thinks of Russell's vieNS and his
fascinatir,g to read a-hout.

the appeal of ext.rerre
an irresistible cha-nmfor

years -- wnat a record! --
record, this makes him

~x.Clark's is, in a sense, t.l-Jeofficial biography based on the immenseRussell archive and all the sources
__ some 2000 letters to Lady Ottoline Morrell alone - and yet the interest never flags. Mr. Clark.'s
portrait of the manand narrative of the eXLIaordlnary career are falr fu~dreliable: he presents Russell as
Oliver Crom.,ell wi shed to be painted, "wart;s and all." The other two books, by Russell's second wife Dora ,
and their daughter Kate, corroborate the picture. The young Girton don at Cambridge (Eng.), upon whom
Bertie pressed rrarriage in trie hope (fulfilled) of having children, has not aIways presented a dignified
front to the world - I rememberher speaking at OXfordin the last stace of precnar.cy - but her
autobiography gives a muchtetter impression: cOt~asecus and gallant, generous, full of spirit fu,d SPthL~.
Evidently, from her Bertie got as much as he gave: he met his rratch. Their daughter's book -a convert to
G'rristiani ty, after all -- tells the story of the effect of all this free-t.'1inking, of rrcdernist
t.J:ecrizing about morals and society, upon the progeny in spreading unhappiness, alarm and despondencyall
around.

Oncan appreciate the fun and stimulus, even the charm, of Bertie's CO!11"~y,provided one did not have to
live with it. But whyregard him as a sage, a reliable guide or mo-ntorin regard to anyt.l1ing?

The author of "The Conquest of Haopir.ess" simply created muchunnappi.ness for orher s , 1'.5 the second ITDst
important womanin his life -- after Ottoline - his mistress for years, Lady Constance Malleson, wrote: "A
marl exhausting other menoy his intellect; e.xhaust:.ingwomenby his intensity; wearing out his friends;
sucking them dry, passing from person to person, never giving any real happiness -- or findir.g any." (I
hope he found it, all passion spent, in his eighties and rrL1eties.)

The author of guides to ",1arriage and Moralsr "and t.ne education of children, admitted in his autobiography
that he had "failed as a parent" and that he was "bl inded by theory.

"Anybody could have told me this in advance," he says blithely; there he puts his finger on the source of
the trouble but of course he would never take telling .he rema:i.nedas cocksure and arrogant as tefore,
though convicted again and again of having been '..:rang.

Bertrand Russell is the most outstanding example in om: time of the wrong-headedness of doctrinaires and
.the damage they can do. Hewas wrong over the first Germ..mwar -- though he never admitted it - as his
change of front over appeasement and the second .C-€rrranwar snowed; Of course he was in favor of peace, but
\vhyshould triat; have been crooned by a Notel Prize? \'ie are all in favor of peace, someof us ITDreso them
Russell, whoadvocated a war against Russia, takirJg advantage of the nuclear bombat the time, and then
said he had forgotten all about it! wny take tile political vie.vs of such a manseriously?

He was completely wrong about Cuba, as President Kennedybrought hometo him: "Your attention might well
be directed to the burglars rather than to those whohave caught the burglars."

Russell's original reputation was wade in mathe.rratical logic and analytical philosophy: he should have
stuck to those -- but they did not qualify him as any guide in morals or politics, history or soca.oIccrv,
For one thing, arrogant aristocrat as he was as these books bri.nc out - he did not understand hUl1Bl1
beinqs very well. So he was the last person to provide for their '-'"'811-teing- a mixture of genius and
folly, little ordinary commonsense.

No philosopher myself, I l::egin to have mydoubts as to the value of the philosophy when Russell himself
lays down,"The bel i.ef that metaphysics has any tearing on practical affairs, is a proof of logical
incapacity." He himself regarded the 10 years that he and l'.'hit4head spent on "Principia Mathel1'atica"as a
blind alley, leading nowhere. The philosopher Broad pointed out that Russell changed his philosophy every
three years or so. Anda young OXfordcritic has sunmBCup t.l1at Rtllisell left no philosophical rrasterpiece,
"but, instead, umpteen flawed and superseded books;."

Then why.did they give him a Nobel Prize? I can only suppose from the leftist slant vitiating t.hat; award, I
can think-oI far better candidates: Robert Frost and Sam~elEliot Morrison, for poetrj and history. Those
are at any rate real subjects.

As A CornishmanI cannot but be pleased by the lyrical enthusiasm Russell and his fanuly felt for their
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home in Cornwall, by the coast near Land's End. They all have nostalgic descriptions of sumner days there,
bathing in those paradisal beaches they had veri much to themselves in thcse days before. tz ippers and
coachloads of tourists. All the SaJT'€ it is significant that the Russells never rrede any real contact ,vlth
Cornish people or the life of Cornwall going on outside their ken. Someh~v, .wherever they were, they were
outsiders,doctrir4ire foreigners, alienated from the co~non stream of hUITanlty-- yet always prepared to
lay down the law about it.

CON'TRlBUTIONS

(41) Recent contributors "rill be acknowledged in the next issue (RSN46). Sorry about the delay, which is due to a
c~~uter foul-up.

OFFICERSOF THEBERTRANDRUSSElLSOCIETY,INC.

Chairman, Harry Ruja; President,D::mald v, c:ra.ckcmicz; Vice-President, David. S. Hart; Treasurer, Dennis J.
Darland; secretary, John R. Lenz;VicE::-Presid211t/Special Projects, Narvin Kohl; Vice-President/Inforrration, Lee
Eisler.
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