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FIVE

Ihe BaS is 5 years old.
Q: How are we doing, at age 5?
A: Pretty well; but there's plenty of room for improvement.

Here are some of the things we have done during our first 5 years of existence:
e tapped existing reservoirs of Russell admirers, and enahled them to be in touch with one another;
e grown to a membership of over 200 (222 at last count);
e acquired distinguished honorary members;
presented a ERS symposium at the annual American Philosophical Association convention, every year
for the past 5 years;

e held a BRS symposium for psychologists attending the American Psychological Association®s annual
meeting in 1976;

» propagandized against cherr,icaleapons, nuclear weapons, and uncontrolled technology;
set up a BRS Library, that lends books, films, tapes;
surveyed U.S. colleges and universities for courses on BR;
established a BRS .Travel Grant, to enable a scholar to visit the Russell Archives;
offered bol!lkby and about BR for sale;

e issued a list of books by BR, sorted into categories;
held 5 annual meetings: 3 in NYC, 1 in Los Angeles, 1 in Hamilton;

e issued 20 newsletters;
printed or reprinted a number of short articles, book reviews, recollections;

e reproduced a list of 62 (+ 2) dissertations on BR.

Here"s why we say there"s room for improvement:
Fund-raising; we haven"t yet raised a penny except from our own members.
The BRS Award, first proposed in July 1975, has never been awarded.A new attempt will now be made to
organize for it(7).
The BRS Travel Grant has never been awarded, although funds to cover the first of these awards are on hand.
Applied Philosophy. There have been efforts to apply some of BR"s views to everyday living, but nothing
has come of them as yet.

Local chapters. Spveral chapters were started and seemed to be going well, but none has been heard from
in quite a while.
Universal Human Rights Committee has d<:nevirtually nothing. It now exists in name only, and has no
chairperson.
Q: What will the next 5 years bring?

A: Well, that"s sort of up to us, isn"t it.

COMING EVENTS

Annual Meeting reminder. The meeting will be held in NYC, June 1-3. Save that weekend; plan to come, if yO!
possibly can.

*Russell Society News (Lee Eisler, Editor): RD 1, Box 409, Coopersburg, PA 18036
BRS Library: Don Jackanicz, BRS Library, 3802 N. Kenneth Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641
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REPORTBROMMFRCERS

4) Chairman Peter G. Cranford reports:

Most of the following is a P.S. to the previous report (RSN20-3)on myvisit to .l:.nglandin August 1978.

e The Bertrand Russell Memorial Committee presently consists Qf Lord Fenner Brockway, Sir Alfred Ayer, Peter
Cadogan (General Secretary, South Place Ethical Society), Nicholas Walter (Managing Editor, Rationalist

Press Association), John Sutcliffe, and Dora Russell. The Memorial is to be a bust of BR, and the Camden
Council has consented to its placement in Red Lion Square, London. (The CamdenCouncil is where BRtook
refuge, 'WhenTrinity turned him out in 1918.) Twoinscriptions have been suggested for the Hemorial: "The
good life is one inspired by love and guided by knowledge,” and "Remembeyour humanity and forget the rest.”

* Which one would BRSmembersprefer, if they could choose?
* | expressed the hope to Lord !3ttockwayon behalf of the BRE)that the next British project - after the
Memorial __ would be the preservation of buildings associated with BR.
e Dora on BR:"Most people who followed Bertie knewnothing about his philosophy. They liked him for what he
was _  his cheek, wit, activisim and recklessness. Hewas at his best as a person. That was the person | loved.”
e Dora on BR!In his very old ,age, Bertie became dictatorial and became cut off' from all his friends.”
- Dora to BR, on arriving in China (1921):"If we didn't have any moneywith us, 'Whatwould you do?" BR:"I'd
go to the Jews."
» Dora agrees to the idea of promoting "compossibility". See(19).
e Dora believes in massive protests by private groups rather than by governments, such as (presumably)
the campaign in Britain against nuclear armaments, carried on by BRand his colleagues and followers.
It could also apply to U.S.government protests against violations of humanrights in the USSR,which
have been counterproductive. i .
e Several suggestions about future BREmMeetings: (1) from Peter Cadogan, Dora agreeing: no regular meet~s;
occasional meetings, with lectures, advertised; (2) from John Sutcliffe:  meetings at which publishable
papers are presented, dealing only with such ideas as can be supported by factual evidence. BR's works should
not be used to drift into other targets, as happened with the BRPeace Foundation, according to John.
e Kate Taitls family will be living with Dora this summer(1979).
(5) President Robert K. Davis reports:

It has been a busy fall and winter for me. In Novemberl gave a talk to the Los Angeles Humanists on Russell,
discussing questions of relevance to Humanists:why BRdid not accep:the label of "humanist" for himself;
which of BR's books are particularly apposite to humanists, BR's individualism, the BRS,anda lengthy
question and answer session. | enjoyed the event and have the impression that they did too.

In December| left for a month in England and NewYork. As before | combined a vacation' with BRSbusine ss,
In England | saw a number of people whohad been associated with BR, and missed a few who were away for
the holidays. My first visit was with GrahamWhettam, whowas in from North Wales. Heis the canposer of
"Sinfonia Contra Timore" (NLI5-46), dedicated to BR, and was a personal friend. Like BR, hems a talent
for telling stories, and he regaled mewith manyby and about BR.A delightful evening!

As Peter Cranford reported,a Committee has been set up to erect a bust of BRin Red Lion Square -- near
the British Museum.l had lunch and a leisurely afternoon with Peter Cadogan, the Director of the Rationalist
Press Assocation and of ConwayHall (which is in Red Lion Square.)He heads the Committee, and we discussed
the proposal. | hope to have details for the next REN.Wealso discussed politics and BR. ConwayHall
(i.e., the South Place Ethical Society), without necessarily being aware of BR's positions, shares a lot
of BR's views and values. | obt.ajineda copy of Ihe Practice and Theory .of Bolshevism for him, and am
sending him copies of D.H.Lawrence's letters to BR. He gave me a copy of his pamphlet,”"Direct Democracy".
After our meeting, | popped out into a major bombscare; it reminded me of the urgent need to bring both
justice and a non-violent ethic to the solution of political differences.

I did not meet Lord Brockway, as he was in Africa. | have been interested in him ever since | cameacross
him in the literature, as a young figure. in the WWpacifist movementand a colleague of BR's, Wlenl
was doing research into that part of BR's career. | was also unable to meet Sir Karl Popper, one of our new
honorary members. His assistant called me in Oxford to tell methat he too was out of the country. 1 bought
4 of his books, which | amstudying. | amwarmingup for an article about BRand history, and Popper's works
on historicism are helpful. . i i i

In Oxford | visited my friend, BRSmemberPeter Houchin, and his family for Christmas. Wewere about a
mile from Churchill's grave at Bladen, which | visited. @ On Boxing Day (the 26th) Peter and | visited
WoburnAbbey, the 400-year old homeof the Dukes of Bedford'the Russell family). (The proposed BRStour

next summerwill include WoburnAbbey.) It is surrounded by a huge animal park. Inside, it has the art
accumulated by one of the great English families. | saw a superb Dtlrer of the founder of the family, and
many other paintings, plus books, furniture, china, silver and gold services,etc. It is an hour north of

London, and | urge anyone who findS himself in the vicinity to pay a visit to WoburnAbbey.

While in Oxford I found a used-book store (Waterfield 's) that was selling Arnold Toynbee's library.

I got a personal set, in 6 volumes, of his A Study of History. someGilbert Murray volumes of Plato --
Murray was a great translator of Gree~ plays, and a close friend of BR's - and some books by the Wabbs
sent to Toynbee. | alao got somenew-eussell books for my collection, including an obscure pictorial
biography of BRissued at the time he received the Order of Merit'1949) «

I next went to Penzance, to visit Dora and John Russell at Carn Voel. | arrived at the end of a storm
and left at the start of another, so that | saw at first hand the tempestuous beauty of Cornish storms and
the incredible beauty of Lands End. | spent the day at their cottage. | spoke briefly with the Earl, and
talked with Dora for 4 hours. She originated the memorial bust idea, and is working on her ownbooks.

She has just wona suit against the Estate and Foundation, for funds for John, and was filled with plans
and hopes for the future. Asusual, the day went too fast, as she is an engrossing conversationalist.
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I returned to London for New Year®s and the worst storm in 15 years. "l*hetorm seriously disrupted
transportation, but did -- as | was told repeatedly - give the citya "Dickensian air."

I next had a nice talk with Chris Farley ,of the Foundation. 1 told him about the proposed Memorial
W~ also discussed technical matters of copyright and possible cooperation in publishing at the
Spokesman Press. We discussed the volumes not yet published, of BR"s writings on and in America,
and the hope that at least one will appear this year. The Poundatdonta plan to issue a BR medallion
did not materialize because of high cost. Some questions have been addressed to me, about BR"s house
in Wales: it was leased by BR, not owned, and the owner recently sold it for a very tidy sum.

On New Year®"s Day and in the midst of the storms,l visited BRS honorary member, Sir Alfred Ayer.
Due to both our schedules and the storm, our visit was short, but very rewarding. We discussed BR
and the proposed Memorial. I now have an item I prize greatly: an autographed copy of Language, Truth and

After a rough flight, 1 arrived in New York, for a week.
concerning the annual meeting and other BRS business.
the Village _ "Dungalore™ _
with a comedic approach.

The high point in New York Was seeing Lester Denonn®s collection of Russell material - thousands of books
and articles he has collected for over 50 years. A humbling experience for a relatively new collector, but
also an inspiration and a guide to method in Russell-collecting. | spent a delightful afternoon rummaging
in his library with him, and dining with him and his wife.

Lester is concerned about the eventual destiny of his collection. It is unique and superb. It should
be preserved for research and not broken up. We need to find a source of funds -- $100,000 - to
preserve it. It would provide the u.S. with a Russell collection ancillary to, and campossible with,
the Russell Archives in Canada.Anyone who has experience in approaching foundations or other sources
of funds for such a purpose, please get in touch with me. (7025 West Franklin #86, Hollywood, CA 90068.Phone:
213-874-5568.

There are t?/vo main problems facing the BRS, and typical of organizations such as ours: acqUiring funds
for projects such as the above, and integrating a greater number of members into our activities. Solving
these problems are now our most urgent priorities.

I had meetings with Lee Eisler and Warren Smith
I was also there to see the opening of a play in
co-authored by my friend (and BRS member), Dan Wray. It is a moral fantasy

(6a,b)  Ireasurer Stephen J. Reinhardt reports:
For the quarter ending 12/31/78: For the year ending 12/31/78:
Balance on hand (9/30/78) seeeececceces]589 12 Balance on hand (12/31/77) 759.06 o
Income: Income:
13 new members eeeeeeceeee115 00 93 new members eeeeeccescccee 977 54
24 renewals eeeecccccceeee357 54 102 renewals eeecccccccccece
Total dues........422 56 Total dues eeeeeeeee?313 75
Contributions eeeeeeeeeee1690.22 Contributions eeeeeeccccccce 2681 72
Sales of RSN,books,etc ee=e69.68 Sales of RSN,books,etc eeeeee]l30 11
Total income eeess2232.46 Total income ssseeeee5175.58 5175.58
5934.64
Expenditures: Expenditures:
plnformation & Member- Information & Membership
ship Committees seeeeee1237 44 Committees eeeeceesceccese 2738 90
Subscriptions to Subscriptions to
"Russell” 000000000000001_85_5_0 h Russell 595.00
Total spenteeseeee1422 94 1422 .94 other 202.10
P Total spent 3536.00 3536.00
Balance on hand (12/31/78) eeeeecceecsee2398 64
Balance on hand (12/31/78) 2398.64
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
©) Awards Committee (Donald W. Jackanicz, Chairperson):

For several years the BRS ~

has been discussed, but it has never been awarded, nor have we agreed on

all the details. The Award will be given to some individual who furthers® some cause or idea thltBR
championed or whose actions exemplify some quality of character that distiriguished BR, (such as moral

courage.) The recipient will

book or certificate. Whether the BRS pays traveling expenses has not been\decided.
At the 1978 annual meeting, a Book Award was proposed. This too deserves further consideration.

We are not going to be able to make the Awards in 1979 -

working on them now, to be ready for 1980.
IT you might be interested in serving on the Awards Committee, please write to me at 3802 N. Kenneth

Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641.

not enough time -

be invited to the annual meeting to receive the Award, lihichmight be a

but we ought to start
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Science Committee (J. B. Neilands, Chairperson):

Buffet supper for a Vietnamese Professor was given by the BRSScience Committee, at the homeof Joe
and Juanita Nenands, on November3rd. The Professor, Nguyenvan Hieu, Vice-Director of the Vietnam
Scientific Research Center, is touring the USAunder the sponsorship of the Scientists' Institute

for Public Information. A physicist, he is interested in meeting ~erican colleagues, to discuss plans
for the development of science in post-war Vietnam. Earlier the sameday, he gave a tal.k in the
Student Union ( UCBerkeley) on "Science in Vietnam".

Anuntimely death in Cambodia. Malcolm Caldwell, long time memberof The Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation
and faculty memberat the University of LondonSchool of Oriental and African Studies, was murdered by
unknownassassins while on a fact-finding trip through Cambodiain December. Caldwell, an editor of the
Journal of Contemporary Asia, was well knownfor his incisive studies of Western imperialiem in Indonesia
and throughout South East Asia. He had expected to attend the annual meeting of the American Association
for the Advancementof Science in Los Angeles, March 30-April 1, and the Science Committee had planned

to invite himto lecture in Berkeley on that occasion. The last word from him was received in late
November, when he wrote,” [I'lll have been to Kampucheaby the time | come- Malcolm." Only the barest details
of the incident, whi.choccurred at a Govermnentguest house in PhnomPenh, were reported in the December
25 NewYork Times and in the January 8 issue of Newsweek.It is urgently neceesary that additional facts
surrounding the death of this crusaddng economic historian be developed and, in particular, to establish
precisely what special interests were served by his murder.

THEMEMBER®TE

Honorary memberships approved, for David Pears and Karl Popper. For more on this, see (24).

FRONBRS CORRESPONDENCE

Atheist yes, agnostic no. A Mr. Major asked BRwhether he called himself an atheist or an agnostic. Here

is ERrs response:

Thank you for your letter of March 9. | do not wonder that you and Mr. Lewis are in doubt as to whether

to call mean atheist or an agnostic as | am myself in doubt upon this point and call myself sometimes

the one and sometimes the other. | think that in philosophical strictness at the level where one doubts
the existence of material objects and holds that the world may have existed for only five minutes, |

ought to call myself an agnostic; but, for all practical purposes, | am an atheist. | do not think the
existence of the Christian Godany more probable than the existence of the Gods of Olympusor Valhalla. To
take another illustration: nobody can prove that there is not between the Earth and Mars a china teapot
revolving in an elliptic orbit, but nobody thinks this sufficiently likely to be taken into account in
practice. | think the Christian God just as unlikely.

FromDear Bertrand Russell.Feinberg & Kasrils,eds.,
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 1969, p.5-6

(Thank you, Leonard Cleavelin)

ABOUBERTRANDSSELL

ERcompressed. The NewColumbia Encyclopedia (1';175)fits 97 years into 17 column-inches, and -- consideri:g

the limitations of space -- does it rather well, we think. Judge for yourself:

Runell, 8ertr~nd  Arthur WUIl.Im llustell, 3rd was during this time that he published his I'MOSIm- and led finally 10 a six-month imprisonment in 1918.
brl, 18721970, British philosopher, ~mathematician, portant works in philosophy and mathematics, The  From 1916 until the late 19305, Russell held no aca-
and social reformer, b. Trelleck, Wale<. He had a Principles ~of Mathematics ~ (1903) and, with A. N. de~ic posuron and supported himself mainly by
distinguished background: ~ His grandfather lord Whitehead, ~Principia Mathematic~ (3 vol., 1910-13), w-lting. and. by public lecturing. In 1927 he founded
John Russell introduced the Reform Bill of 1832 and and also had as his student ludwig —WITTGENSTEIN. With his Wife, Dora, the experimental Beacon Hill
was twice prime minister; his parents were both World - War | had a crucial effect on Russell: until School, .whj~h. influenced the founding of other
prominent freethinkers; and his informal ~so<:Ifather that time he had thought of himself as a philos- schools In Britain and America. He succeeded to the
was John Stuart Mill. Orphaned as a small chitd, he opher and mathematician;  although he had arrived ear'dom in 193~ and in 1938 began teaching in the
was reared, despite his parents' wishes to the con- at pacifism before that time, it was in reaction to the United States, first at the Univ. of Chicago and then
trary, by his paternal grandmother under stern puri- war that he became passionately concerned —with at the Univ. of California it los Angeles. In 1941 he
tanic rule. That experience, ahhough failing in its social issues. His active pacifism at the time of the went to teach at the Barnes Foundation in Merion

intended effect, powerfully affected his thinkins on war inspired public resentment, caused him to be Pa., following the cancellation of his appointment

matters of morality and education. Russell studied at dismissed from Cambridge, attacked by former asso- to the College of the City of New York asa result of
Trinity College, Cambridge (1890-94), where later he ciates, and fined by the government (which confis- a c~lebr~te? legal .battle occasioned by protest

was a fellow (1895-1901) and a lecturer (1910-16). It cated and sold his library when he refused to pay). agamst hIS liberal Views, nanicularty those on sex.
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Thew views, much di5lOrted by hi. -crilic, had ap- mathen?a!ical theoty.. Under the innuence gf the ni'_'" out _of 'ten_ who “ave had a conwnlionll_ up-
g ’Ma“i and MMass (19291 vwhe'" he ymbolic  loalc of _Gluseppe Peano, Ru.-ntllned 10 bringing in their earty yean have become in some
I'e'a.\[e JIINFI ™ Tion. on diYOKe. aduIMry o0 show Ihat malhematic.  could be eoptained by Ihe . degree Inca_pable of a decent ar><! sane gnm_Jde
11"1111944 he -..Ito’ ) i "ll U sees of forma( logic. _Hi. dem_o_n.lration involved mward_ ) ma“iall" ar_\d_ e x generally.” _H|. o|>Je_cI|0ns
Neollf ee. ™ . he Md the N<"lll'ri - showina thi.t INIthem.jtical entities could be "con- to TE“_SIOH_ were similarly heed. ) Whit  he tried to
li seeslIOft.  Ifrier “ Worid W N, i=she fiCe of slrucled”  from lhe lees problematic  entities of logic. t_iraw IUEHII_O!1 to ,was th? Qes:ructlveness of accept-
NIl 1ANM, sesssnee ... - '"I_ pkiliol i Iit"‘_ he ap_plied the Iechnit_]ue to concept.  such e ing prOpOSIIIOn? on falth-ln_ the ﬁbsence of, or
bul afief the _ he e in __ HuiliAl kaes-’ Eh¥slcal . o_bj_ecltps argg{;the Iml_nd_.I Altho_ugh h_elzl Zame to ::/_en in opaosltlg)r; to, ::)n)l/_ ewdelcet. " The Im;;;n:_ant
. X i.Ye missivin 000t loaicil .tomism ilind never ing is not what you believe, but how you believe
.I||i:)nt0< pkmo.T)'¥ G?anllreitlfM-(:lI-”f)f '_‘?,t. o w;m. asented to all _Ihe propositior_\ of empiricism,  he it" The person who baee his Pelief on reason will
T 11 hit IClivily in eecsesssessoesssse -"m_i)arl pever cgased .Irymg to ba_-- his thought-mathemat-. . suppl_)rt Il_ by argument and _be ,ad_y to abandon 1!19
wedfif -0 ed Orke o iii. . iul, philosophic,I, or ethical-not ~ on vague princi- position if the argument  fail ». Belief based on faith
= He" llM bl INBle |e1i1eftCI pte but On act~1 espenence. ~ Thisun be seen in his concludes |II|fgumem to be useless. and resorts 10
" vI:IIIDd ik Yo = wilNmol held i Slock- pacifiSm e well a. in hi. philmophy:  he objected to “force eHher in the form of persecution or by stunl-
i, p,\ﬁ”den”ovef b¥ |Nn'_|.|u, sartre, ond specific wm in specifK  ci~umstances. So, in the zn‘t_]a ahnd d‘ihstorting Ihe‘ minds! Iof trhE_your;g \tlyhel?leverlf

<fi i ciac i circumstances recedin World  War 1l he could ! s the o eeesr 0 coNtro eir  education.
s;;;e:_c'tleﬂisll-:llt:(lt LI;'j.vsll(a:;IYll(.lteiSYeminV?s.ociA, rglf:\)/lfrsr:. abandon pacifisrr’: and, gfollowing the war, resume it, Russell's  108ic was not ilwoys unassailable, ~his life
“his ile iii. oll had 11Comed ellY simllirly, ~in ethics he described  himself as a relMiv_ showed  that ethic «.1relativism coutd be combined
popu ily wilh either the rilll or the left. Unl™"- ist. Good end evil he saw to be resolvable in (or with a passionate social -~ conscience 3“(_1 =t pas-
ble, he had profound trust in the “Ii of constructed ~ from) individual ~desires. He did distin. slonate commitment  could be ~ted without dog-
rilionllity, ~ which he voiced wittl ., un<lolmalic guish, however, ~ between whal he called “person.I” matism. In hi. aulobiography (3 vol., 1967-69) Rus-
bul quench seess 1UI, " and ethically and “impersonal”  desires, those founded ~mainly on e« Il summarized  hi. personal philosophy by saying.
oo If-interest and tho e formed regardles. of e If-in- Three passions, .imple but overwhelmingly  strong.
PR oI e - S terest. He admitted difficulties  with this ethiCll havehgofvem;d |Ey life: (tjhe Ibor_llir;g far Im;e‘ t::e
. . stance, ills well as with his logical itomism. ~As much search  for knowledse,  and unbeirabte  pity for the
B e Bahe 3 M/NNG.. 1 o was chrtezed by ager  sulews  of marking’ See Anercan - Civil it
was deeply convinced of the loskal independence vasive scepticism,  toward his own thought s well as Umon,» The Sliry ~of the Bertrand flussell Case
of individual faeu and the dependence of knowl- that of oth?rs A wilh _hls phllosophlcal stance, F_?us- (1s41); John. Déeaw.e.y and H. M. Kalls?n, eds., The Ser.
edge on the data of original experience. His empha- sells _positions on social issues grew as a reaction trand flussel (1941, repr. 1972); D. F. pears, Ber-
sis on logical analysis influenced the course of Brit- against _extremes - in his own  experience. He believed trand HUSS&.}" Mid. The British Tradmonl in Phirow.
ish philosophy i this century. ORe of his most im- tNit cruelty and an admiration ~ for violence ~grew phy (1967); E. D. Klemke, ed., Essay' on Bertrand
portant notions was that of the logical construct, ~the from inward or outward defects that were lirgely in RUSJell(1970); john Wﬁmnﬂ“ Bertrand  Russell (1970);
observation that an object normally thought of as i outcome of what happened ~to people when very A 3. ayer, Russell and ; Th? Analytic Heritage
unity was actuilllly constructed from various, dis- young. Pacifism could not be effected polltlcal.ly; ! (197 and BertrMid /lu »-- 111972); Rlonald J_aser, The
crete, simpler emptncal absefvillians.  The techhique pgaceful a.nd happy W(?rld coulq not be "achleved Development of Bertrand  Russell’s  Philosophy

of logical constructionism  was first employed in his \yi~h9~1_dffi'Jl.-11AlLlles in .,quc_ali,!n. "I beji\lY!UhaL (l972L. -

Incidentally, this excellent one-volume encyclopedia of 3000-plus pages, list price $79.50, is being
offered at the bargain price of $29.50 + $1.75 postage, by Barnes & Noble, 105 Fifth Avenue,NYNY10003.

(12) The Greatest writes about the reaction to his statement, "l aint got no quarrel with the Viet Conga

For days | was talking to people from a whole new world. People
who were not even interested in sports, especially prizefighting. One
in particular Twill never forget: a remarkable man, seventy years older
than me but with a fresh outlook which seemed fairer than that of any
white man | had ever met in America.

My brother Rahaman had handed me the phone, saying, "Opera-
tor says a Mr. Bertrand Russell is calling Mr. Muhammad Ali." ltook
it and heard the crisp accent of an Englishman: "Is this Muhammad
Ali?" When 1said it was, he asked if Ihad been quoted correctly.

| acknowledged that 1had been, but wondered out loud, "Why
does everyone want to know what | think about Viet Nam? I'm no
politician, no leader. I'm just an athlete."

"Well," he said, "this is a war more barbaric than others, and
because a mystique isbuilt up around a champion fighter, Isuppose the
world has more than incidental curiosity about what the World Cham-
pion thinks. Usually he goes with the tide. You surprised them."

I liked the sound of his voice, and told him Imight be coming
to England soon to fight the European champ, Henry Cooper, again.

"If 1 fight Cooper, who'd you bet on?"

He laughed. "Henry's capable, you know, but Iwould pick you."

Igave him back a stock answer lused on such occasions; "You're
not as dumb as you look." And I invited him to ringside when I got
to London. -

He couldn't come to the fight, but for years we exchanged cards
and notes. lhad no idea who he was (the name Bertrand Russell had
never come up in Central High in Louisville) until two years later when
Iwas thumbing through a World Booll Encyclopaedia in the Muham-
imad Spedb newspaper office in Chicago and saw his name and picture.
He was described as one of the greatest mathematicians and phiJoso.
phers of the twentieth century. That very minute | sat down and typed
out a letter of apology for my offhand remark, "You're not as dumb
as you look," and he wrote back that he had enjoyro the joke.

A short time after 1 fought Cooper, when 1had another fight
prospect in London, Imade plalU for Belinda and me to visit him, but
Ihad to explain to him that the outcome of my fight against being
drafted to Viet Nam might hold me up. The letter he wrote back was
llellt to me in Houston;

| have read your. letter with the creatat admiration and peruW
respect.

In the comiRfl monthl there is no doubt that the men who ndc
Wasbinaton will try to damge you in every way open to them, but 1-
sure you know that vou spoke for your people and for the oppresaed
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have been some time between 1970, when BRdied,
I would think that
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By the time | cot hilletter lluld been convicted and my peaport
liftcd, just 1 hil had been in World War 1. Four yean later, whal my
paaport was returned, the friend I luld made with my remark in my
front yard had died. | thouaht of him wheneYer | visited England and

\ £or)'CUIL kept a picture of his warm face and wide eyes. "Not 11 dumb

¢ he looks." ,

Dennis Darland)

BRRONORED

India can do it,
(Again!) Thank you,

stamp is reproduced below. We don't
and 1975, when JACQUELINBERTRON-PAY@tced
says Jacqueline.

know exactly when it was issued,

England would wanf to do, it also!"

BR& HUMARIGHTS

appeared in the January 1965 issue of

"Commentary":

SOVIET ANTI-SEMITISM: AN EXCHANGE

The follollling

language SOlliet >Ragazine, Sovie.lish helmland, was initiat<d
Jew who wished {im to intercede

ull from 1 Rwsion

MOKow, 20 May, 1964
Dear Mr. RuueU:

The Jews or Rugia have been very moved by
your letters to N. S. Khrushchev concerning lhe
discrimination  against them in the trials dealillA
with economic crimes. But | mest say that your
advisers have led .you to use your influence
unwi sely. | believe 'here was ~ certain tendentious-
ness in the evaluation of these trials. There was
no need to use your name in this mailer.

In our opinion, it is much more important that
you ask world public opinion and the Soviet
leaders 10 look into the problem of the forced
assimilation .of Jews that is taking place in the
Soviet Union.

Although  there are about three million Jews
in the USSR, we do not have our own newspaper
in Moscow, Kiev, Minsk, or the other population
centers: there are no Jewisb libraries; there are no

elCchange I"rltlleen BERTRAND RV'S£tL and AROH VERGELU, the editor of ‘he Yiddish-

last spring by a letter '0 Lord RiLs'

against the suppression of Jewish culture.

schools or courses for those who wish to study the
Jewisb language; there are no dubs, theaters, or
any other centers of cultural activity; there is n'o
public organization that concerns itself with the
welfare of the Jewish population.

We find to our deep regret that it is impossible
al well as fruidess to place lhis problem before the
Soviet government or any other responsible
organization.

Woe want nothing more than the rights given to
the Jewl of Poland, Rumania, and Czechoslovakia.

We ask you and other influential people to write
to Premier Khrumehev and requl!lt blm to solve
thil problem. It 1l ulllent.

With  reaped.

(Slgnature  withheld)

rooterninll'  our leuer

Please IddI'CU II1 gllltItloni
1,,;m'lind, MoOI-

to the Jewishjoumal. swi";,,.
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but it must
it on a
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cow Center. Kirov Street. TIIII
on beh seee Of o 111Ut number
wterall who Il an Innlid of the war, lhe father of
14Mnl1 dtlldnn. th"bearer  Of leftl'll  war megtesse
and a member of the Communllt Parry.

letter was wrltlen
of people by a wif

22 July. 1964
The Editor.
Savietish heimland

Dear Sir.

| ==«wielOR to YOU CD make know e« the feelillllll
of several Soviet citizens, including members of
lhe Communist Party In the Soviel Union, who
have addressed letters 10 me recently. These Soviet
citizens wish 10 enjoy the right 10 a full cultural
life in the Soviet Union. They are Jews and they
feel tnat the .. are denied the means oi living a
complete ami satisfying life in the Soviet Union
because thev arc denied the cultural laciluies nude
available to all other national and minority g-roups
in the USSR. 1 consider this an important and an
urgent problem and | should be glad if you would
kindly publish the letter | enclose, as well as my
own letter.

I write because | am concerned for justice and
for the good name of the Soviet Union. Unless
people who are concerned for both raise their
voices, the cause of peaceful coexistence and the
pursuit of peace and general understanding
between peoples and nations will be harmed by
silence.

Yours sincerely,
Bertrand Russell

Dear Mr. Russell:

My colleagues and | on the editorial board 'If
Societish  /f.'i",lafu;, have read your letter very
carefully. We greatly regret that we must tell you
openly that only total ignorance of Soviet Jewish
affairs and cultural  life can account for the fact
that a penon as experienced al you are in public
all,irs could have allowed yourself 10 be involved
in a campaign based nOl on facts but ou UN-
lounded accusations.

You sent Ul a copy of a letter you received from
an anonymoul writer in the Soviet Union. This
anonymous  correspondent  IUJIKIIIUarguments  for
your intervention on behalf 01 Soviet Jews. who

are |UPpoaedly dlscriminated  IRainst. You ask us
to publish the letter. with the assurance that this
will serve peace and “general understanding

between peoples and nations."

But Mr. Russell, wouldn't the publication of an
irresponsible  letter serve aims contrary to those
yon mention?

Please bear in mind that the anonymous letter

criticizes those who earlier counseled you to bale
your intercession for Soviet jewry on the so-called
“economic crime,” tl.eesa.e ailcgedly !winR attrib-
uted to penonl 1[ the Jewish nationality in the
Soviet Union, The anonymous writer admits the
tendentious  character o( the clamor r.i-ed ill the
West about the various Soviet trials involving
economic crimes: and he urRea you to take lip
another issue. that of culture. Al you call see, the

“defenders” of Soviet Jewry are not consistcnt, or,
baldly stated, they opportullistically  supply the
uninformed  person with the “argument" they

think has not yet lost its demagogic power.

However. i( one objectivelv considers thc devel-
opment of Jewish culture. | doubt that it can
continue to be exploited for political purposes.

How. for instance, can you explain thc fact that
in England there is not one Yiddish school, not
one Yiddish newspaper, no Yiddish theater. 110
variety artists who appear in Yiddish, no Yid,l;sh
literary journal, no Yiddish books or translations
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from the Yiddish. no composers or artists who deal
with Jewish themes?

1 might bc mistaken. but | don't think 1 have
ever he-aid yuUll ~"VI'e~5 anxiety  about this matter.
But I have heard, on the other hand. that your
compatriots  claim that the Jews of London or
Manchester are. as a rule, assimilated and that
therefore there is simply .io need ior .peciat Jew-
ish cultural institutions in your country.

This may well be true. But one wonders why
you deliberately ignore the obvious and natural
fact that here in Moscow, in Kiev, in the Urals,
in Leningrad, the Jews take less of an interest in
jewish culture than they did in the 1920's and
1930's and that it is impossible today to artificially
expand the scope of cultural work done in Yiddish.
How can one talk of satisfying “the cultural needs
of the jewish population” in isolation from their
actlla 1 needs?

The fact of the mailer is that the actual needs of
Soviet Jewry with respect to Jewish culture arc
being satisfied. It is common knowledge that the
main elements of Jewish culture have traditionally
evolved chiefly tl.rough literature and through the
works of painters, composers, and artists who
cherish and preserve their bonds with their
national environment.  Study the facti. Mr. Russell,
to eetidy yourself that these elements of Jewish
culture are developing with lullicient intensity in
the USSR.

At the lime time, we -lire not advocates of what
is called “cultural autonomy,” On thil point you
will lind many relevant pa-lIft In the work of
V. I. Lenin. who more than once found It necessary

to demonstrate  the hollownell of thll theory put
forward by ‘'the Jewllh nationallit  party, the
“Bund." which went bankrupt at the turn of thil
century.

Here in the land of socialism, libraries and clubs

are not built on the national principle. We have
no “pure” Ukrainian or Bielorussian libraries and
clubs. And there are also no “pure" Jewish ones,

Moscow's Lenin Library has some 70,000 Jewis!!
books on ill shelves, The Saltykov-Shchedrin  Pub-
lic Library in Leningrad hal about 40,000, etc,

members in
plavs and

The Jewish WOIlken arc fully equal
ali Soviet dllb" 10 that .Jcwish roncens
literary soirees can be arranged in any club and
pulare of culture. As for literary aetivity in Yid-
di,h, | would like yoi1 to name onc other rount rv
where literary people writing' in Yiddish enjoy
SIKh conditions  for fruitful and creative work as in
the [ISSR. where editions of Yiddish books and

periodicals run as hi~h as 30,000, where books by
Jewish authors arc systematically translated into
other lanuvaues,  where Jewish writers participate
with  full equality in all of the country's literary
organizauons  and institutions.  Incidentally, let
me inform you that, as | write these lines, the
editorial  board of Souirtish. heimland is enaaged
in u great and important project: we arc prcpar-

inN 10 change from a bi-monthly

puhlication  with thc new year.
Hut, speaking frankly. Nr. Russell, this is not

the main point. Nor, of course, is the heart of the

to a monthly

matter the “cultural  autonomy"  within  which
anonymous letter-writers wish to imprison us. The
main point is that socialism has produced if* thc
USSR a ne-» tvpe of J:w. one who i; ~ fdl: tld
equal member of the great, friendly workers'
collective. What astonishes me is that after the
definitive answer you recently received on this
question from thc Prime Minister, N. S_ Khrush-

chev, the same Question is again being raised.

Mr. Russell, surely you must know that all of
these “questions”  being raised by tendentious
propaganda  arc nothing but cold war positions

which certain circles consider to be advantageous
at the moment. Were you to become more familiar
with the life of the Jews in the Soviet Union, | am
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certain that you would
to be exploited

refuse to allow your name
by people who operate on the
“catch-the-thief" principle:  in order to divert
attention  from the virulent racism and anti-Semi-
tism in stm~ countries across the water, rnev raise
a hue and cry about the allegedly unsolved Jewish

problem in the Soviet Union.
Respectfully.
Aron Verplll-
® o L _J
29th October. 1964
Dear Sir,

Thank  yoOlIl for your reply 10 my letter of .luly
22, 1964. 1 note that this reply was published in
the October, 1964, Issue of your periodical,
‘ooitti,h  heimland. You did not publlih my own
letter, or the copy lsem o( a letter addressed to me
by a Soviet .Jew complaining that jews in the

USSR are exposed to forced :lssimilation ami
appealing’ for "nothing more" than the ri~hts
accorded to Jews in Poland, Rumania, and Czecho-

slovakia. The reason you Rive for withholding this
(rom your readers is that it is “irresponsible”  and
“anonymously  written."”

The leuer was not anonymous. Thc derision to
withhold thc name of the writer was my own and
was taken for reasons which you well understand.
I should have been content to leave the question
of “irresponsibility" to the judgment of your
readers and | should have more confidence in the
value of your reply if you had published myletter.
Not only did you fail to publish the letter, but you
misrepresented  .its content. The writer docs not,
as you allege, admit “the ‘tendenrious character'
of the clamor raised in the 'West" around Soviet
economic crimes. He states the opinion that public
reaction to “the problem of forced assimilation”
of Soviet Jews is much more important. In the long
term, he is undoubtedly right, although the shoot-
ing of speculators and the singling out of Jewish
offenders is properly abhorred by enlightened
o~~~. .

Your reply is equally lacking in scruple when it
dismisses as a “cold war" alii tude, expressions of
concern for Soviet Jews which exist in progressive.

pro-Soviet, and also Communist circles in the
'Vest, and when it makes the ridiculous charge
that the motive is the diversion of anenrion  frorit
“the racist and anti-Semitic orgy rife ill some
countries  across the water." You cannot be
unaware that the Communist Patrie in Italy,
France. United States, Canada, Scandin;lVia, Aus-

tralia, and elsewhere have publicly crlticilcd anti-
Semitic literature  in the USSR, disrrimination

alPinst Jewilh religion, and the depredation  of
Jewilb culture.  You are 1(I'000ly milleadinll  your
readers if you suppress this important fact and
misrepresent  honest criticism  of the inequality
experienced by Soviet Jews. Your readers are surely
able to judge for themselves the sincerity of your
starement  ~71%it is sy uldvihudl, Ma-tl™3- r~rf' that
Sovle: Jews today “have less of a vearning for
Jewish culture than in the 20's and 30's" and that

“one canot artificially expand, without rhyme or
reason, the scope of cultural work done in Yld-
dish." They will, I am sure, be. al astonished al J

am that you omit that duringthe  personality —wit
of Stalin, Jewilh culture and its leading expontnt.
were assassinated: and that restitution has sinre
been quite inadequate. This seems to many o( Ul
an unacceptable way of diminishing the yearning
for Jewish culture.

Nor call one with knowledge of the true
situation of Soviet jews be impressed by what you
say about the “fruitful* conditions available to

of the VerRell. leuer was tundated hom
the Viddish (as It appeared In the Sepl.-Oc,. 1915 iSlue
S™letl.1l Il,imlee d). The [nllU.h .erslon Ve'lleli. sent
Lord Ru_1l dlife" In *,me .moll detillo-1": e.
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Yiddish writers. O~I~fi;~~.r..siX books in Yid~ish.l scho?ls, m"ni;"ti. religious in~titutions, and a m'%on,'hl_, a~-,ojrHed e=lLc; of the ~-i.li- Jei~.ch
have been published in the Soviet Union smce con~ldera?le selecll?~ of boo~ titles on ~s.pect~_of Lo T
1948 not one by a living writer. 1 ani funy Jewtsh history. religion, soctol~, poliucs.  ~e«J Journal in the USSR. you are ot an initiator =~ of
.r d of the cultural facilitieuhat have been  philosophy. A number of the listed msuruuons policy on Jewish matters but an authorized 'spokes.
~~Cc~~~~1to Soviet Jews since 1956. I welcome | have facilities i~ bo~h the Hebrew a~d Yiddish man, The presgnt moment, hawever, requires all
them as some mitiizltion of the crimes Stalin . languages. All this exists for a total Jewish popula- 0f Ui 10 explain the need for an enlightened
committed a((ainst the Jewish people, bin they are tion in Britain of 450,000, or rather less than the Jewish policy to the S.OV'et gfoyerzme?t. More than
meagre, llrudllinf(, and inadequate to the needs of numi;'er of Soviet Jews :ovhose mother ton'lue. s 2’[‘1'3 )Iltial:)ol?go'o?scgeilizgr:ie “insai do th);(t)urthizoi?ttl:%/-
a vigorous intellectual community of some three  Yid~llh and about one-sixth of the enure Soviet lion would 3’0 much harm io the reputation of the
million Jews of whom almost half-a-million speak  jewish community. . : : I
the Yiddish 'lan~ua~e as a mother tongue, pThe ! ~he Jews in yBritai~ are clearly at hb.eny to \?v(i)l\lnetbeulr]ll;;’tur;}::. 'fr;(:eegéthhafheprg\éi?et traen'ion“
striking cultural amenities supplied to even the |decide for themselve~ 1~ they Wish to ass~mllate, and the Jewish people if something is not quickly
smallest Soviet national and linguistic minorities what form that aSMmllall?~ shall take and m what done to accord dignity and justice to Soviet Jews
illustrate  injustice at present imposed on Soviet way they shall expless their mterests as I~ws. If Jews . . . .
in your cOUhUy had a comparable choice, with," Nor can this [etter end without an expression  oi
‘]e%u ask why | do not express anxiety about the '\the fram~~ork of Soviet soctety. or ;f they hf’.‘d .cgncem fthat .hl:tlef he}? bee; sone to geum}:e sur-
unavailability — of Jewish and Yiddish cultural insti- opportu~l.ues equal t? those of the other Soviet vivors o ‘]eW'.S amilies broken  up y't e war,
unions in Britain. The [cunsl; Year Book for 196~, natlonaltues, ouulde interventions would be pre- and so fo terminate  their pr\(;l(;)nr%ec;a_tﬁlfjfﬁenngs.
published by the London Jewish Chronicle, lists sumptuous. Unfortun.tel~, .they do n<~t;.authonty BerliranleBs;gll
hundreds of Jewish organizations of every kind.  imlIOses upon them .condlllons of aS~Imliallon in

scores of libraries, museums, newspapers, and which they have Virtually no choice but sub-

PROMOTINBR/BaS

(15) The BRSfact sheet aims to provide outsiders with a quick overview of the BaS-- its aims and ways -- on a
single page. Here is the Ilatest version. Your suggestions or corrections will be appreciated.

Somefacts about
THEBERTRANRDSSELEeC IETY, INC.

General aims: to promote Russell's ideas and causes he championed.

Same Specific areas of interest: = promoting Russell's writings; encouraging new scholarly
and popular writings on Russell; presenting Russell's ideas as attractive, rational
alternatives to alienation, cynicism, and mysticism; opposing misuses of science and
technology; spreading Russell's views -- which deal with virtually all the problems facing
modern man, from howto be happy to howto work for nuclear disannament.

Whypeople join: most members join (they have told us) for one or more of 5 reasons:
to learn more about Russell; to be in touch with other admirers; to work for things Russell
worked for; 10 discuss Russell's work with others; to do something useful for others via the BRS.

Academia: although the BRSis not a scholarly society, one of its aims is to encourage Russell
'scho ler-ahd.p, A number.of professional philosophers are BRSmembers. A BRSSymposiumis held
each year at the annual meetin~ of the American Philosophical Association (Eastern Division).
A BRSTravel Grant will enable a scholar to travel to The Russell Archives,at McMaster
University. A BRSPsychology Symposiumwas held for psychologists attending the American
Psychological Association's annual convention (September 1976). Symposia papers are

available from the BaS Library.

BRSLibraff lends filllls and tapes of Russell, as well as books by and about him.
Books pubdshed by The Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation (England), and a small
number of other books, are offered for sale.

Somemembers: SN ALFRERYER--.B.A.,author, Russell scholar (Professor of Logic, NewCollege,
! DoRA BLACKRUSSELLpioneer feminist, educator, author, Ba's 2nd wi.fe, mother of John
& Kate. LESTERE. DENONGBb-Editor of "The Basic Writings of Bertrand Russell’, BRSBoard
member and director. CORLISS. AMON&uthor, philosopher, civil libertarian (Seminar Associate,
Columbia University). PAULEDWARDRussell scholar, Editor in Chief of "The Encyclopedia of
Philosophy" (Macmillan) (Professor of Philosophy, Brooklyn College).J. B. NEILANDSnember, 3rd
Commission of Inquiry, Bertrand Russell War Crimes Tribunal, North Vietnam (1967); BaS Board
memberand director (Professor of Bioghemistry, UCBerkeley). DAVIOPEARS,author, Russell
scholar (Tutor in Philosophy, Christ ~hurch,Oxford).SIR KARIPOPPERF.R.S.,F.B.A., author,
philosopher (Professor Emeritus, University of Dandon)s CONRARUSSELLRussell's son (History
Department, Bedford College, University of London). THEEARLRUSSELLRussell's son John.
KATHARINRUSSEILTAII', Russell's daughter, BRSfounding member, BRSBoard memberand director.

Howthe BRSfunctions:the = BRSmeets once a year. other contacts between membersare usually by
mail. Committees are formed to work in specific areas.4 BRSnewsletters per year go to members,
as does the periodical,"Russell”, published by the Russell Archives,at McMaster University.
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Committees: the Science Committee 1is chiefly concerned with misuses of science and technology
that threaten the biosphere. The Philosophers® Committee promotes scholar~ writings by
professional philosophers, through its annual symposium at APA. The BRS w~shes to ~evelopa
Universal Human Rights Committee, an Applied Philosophy Committee (to apply.~"s v~ews on
the "good life" to everyday living), and an Awards Committee (to select rec~p~ents of the

BRS A,ward.)

activity:members may be as active or as inactive as they wish to be. Some wish
merely to be kept informed. No matter. Anyone who is interested in Bertrand Russell is
welcome as a member.

Eor more information, wrilteto:

Informa\ion Committee
The Bertrand RUBsell Society,
RD 1, Box 409
Coopersburg, Pa. 18036

Inc.

RATIONALITY

(16) From the Op Ed page of The New York Times of November 25, 1978, p. 23:
~ Harold]. Morowitz
NEWHAVEN,Conn.-Inli&htoftbe' { ~&nei~iJ:JaworldwlihoUtJ":M!"-m; " ~-J. ~sdeath.
cult tragedy InGvyana. 1 am re- | anyconceptlla/toolsforevaluatin&the -, ~  are already beset by doobts| It has been acgued that a study Of
milidedtlilltthe imost !lesperate ef- -~ of ~t!Ott We need to show tllem, how, bellef can' verification is too ebseure or diffieolt
fort to wideritalld, ~18In  the United. th?ttheyex?erlencedaUy bellllkmallvestabl, aeet<3, for most students at a high school’
States bas ~ afunclam~tal naw' t a’eult leader comes aJoaa ud ,Onearonosin  advocates NstitU- .. Jevel. If It Is Important enough, | be-
Illour educatlgnal systelllthat renders;  states. with.IP'ellt charisma "1 'Ilm tlonof an ellhth- -grade class Intlleory jieve'that a way can be found o teach
~ people 1ig vulnerable to these  god” or "I am the voice of god” many 1 of Jmowled&eu an Introduction to | pltlIOlIO\bICTifOlllldations to  the
irrational mowments, do not know !tOwto evaluate the va-  '1tI8Ucllllogducation. [ yoli
CauUse e are Interested In trans--" tid,ityoftile statement. JIn audt a c:ouraedealing Withlogic, ' *~|f we fail to reoder ounelves vulner-
wltlng toour'clijldmr  the beliefs'~ Since education bas larply beenan,  IIPijtomol0&)  8lld  philosophy ~ of able by teachin& students critical
tllelr parents and teachers, we omit  appeal to authority (teacber. eacy.  1CielK:ewe could develop the frame-  ihinking, then we leave them easy
from scltool eorrlcula tralning.in clopedla, textbook), eoltlsts simply re-  work for rationalism 1lld then allow prey to cult leaden. cbarismatic poll-
methods of esr,b11s1tin&e validity of  place one authority with8JIOtber. the youwi people to use thatpowerful ticlans and other less bilarre frranon-
Idea: The difficulty Is Illat to have &1VIItl tool In assessing !be subsequent mao: allsmsuch aa foodfads.
The ‘primaly questlllilof "Howdowe  students know-how to question cult’ terlal8theyetiCOUIller Much of advertllIDC Is clesl&nedto
know the things Illat we !'mow?" Is  leaders wOUldalso have provided Ina  very diverse cultural setting, ' envelop those who. do not gestillll
, Himplynot dealt with. them with an Intellectual framework ~ we can no' Joli&erafford to merery ication i ive
| _— b Mass communication is too effective
»_ This most Important inquiry Iscon-  to question the establisbed mores, rell-  tranlltnlta body of knowled&eand be- 5 stand without a trlith filter for the
fined to sF ecialized college courses In glOnsand political systems of their ~ Uets _ we mlllt allow the young to ex. recipients. Along with readln’, ritin’
eplstomolosy,and the vast majority of  elders. plorelbebesesofthosetradltions. and rithmetlc we need to teach real-
students never confronts the Issues. | believe that we have reached lbe , Such an approach to education will Ity
As a result, we have a large cohort  pointwhere If. J.oleaue,o,u.n._ not come easily. Socrates was con- '
of Yowlll DeOpleset loose In a rapidly young people exposed than It Is to' ~M~ j !’ Harold J. Morowitz is professor of
teach them howto formulate meaning.  aiiGliit condemnation contributed t0  mqjecular biophysics and biochemis-
try at Yale.
RELIGION AND ITS ADVERSARIES
aan 0"Hair counterproductive? LEONARD CLEAVELIN seems to think so:

While 1 am more than willing to identify myself a

s an atheist,

I would like to point out that that
by no means implies that | like everything that goes on in Mrs. O"Hair"s.head*.

She does deserve cred~t

for her role in the School Prayer Case, which brought much-needed attent~on to some of.t~e problems o~

church-state separation in the U.S. Buteeeher scheme, concocted,
to remove the "st." from St. Louis, serves no useful purpose, and,

I guess, during her v~~~t to Ste.lLou-s,
I fear, may hurt ser-i.ous humaru.sm,

*We had said (RSNI9-19) that we ~ what goes on in her head.
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Margaret and Whitfield Cobb, whorecently became members, have written

to see the quote at the top of your letterhead.
September 17, 1944 __ the inside of each of our wedding rings bore the
Moreover, our wedding vows, which we recited
"promising with the

Wewere both delighted
that whenwe were married --
inscription,”Inspired

before a Friends Meeting (without a pastor)
love and the guidance of knowledge to be unto her (him) a devoted and considerate
Quaker wording, "e.» promising with Divine assistance
husband(wife) e. n

instead of the traditional
a loving and faithful

Peter G. Cranford has written a short paper, "The Possibilities
indicate
by the same-state of affairs;

was first used by Leibniz to

could be satisfied

paper is available

Gladys 1 eithauser has moved from Waynestate
where she is teaching 3 freshman courses
how her choice of expository model went over.

will let us know later

Don lLoeb, whohas been at Brandeis University,

Warren Smith reports that:
studio (Manhattan), with a little

Mensa Investment Club; and still
practising piano,and (this
Unitarian Society.

Dora Black Russell has accepted the BRSinvitation
at the 1978 annual meeting,

The membershad voted unanimously,
pioneer
as well
Hill

as other causes that

Memorial Committee (4).
She continues to take her usual
a paper, "Religion
Her book on the Beacon Hill

David Pears and Karl Paopper. The membershave voted their
(RSN20-54), we are very pleased (though not surprised)
27%of the membersvoted,
Gentlemen!

David Pears/Christ
Sir Karl R. Popper/Fallowfield,

one, was the size of the vote:
Welcometo the Society,
Their addresses: Professor

A. 1l Ayer. Weintend,

by Love and Guided by Knowledge."

he is still
help from his partners;still
writing "Manhattan Scene" for West Indian newspapers.
is new) "after

in the struggle for women's rights,

School with (and without) her husband, Bertrand Russell,
the parents of John (the present Earl) and Katharine Russell

lively

in the Machine Age," before the South Place Ethical
School (NL16-37) will

from time to time,
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NEWABOUWVIEMBERS

substituted the phrase,

that certain things co-existed.
instead of on areas of
University (Detroit)
in expository writing.

teaching highschool

a lapse of three decades" finally

HONORAREMBERS

especially women's suffrage,

Tait.

interest in the world around her,

approval
to report.

to provide additional

Youmight be interested

of Compossibility."
BRused
he called them "compossible desires."
promote the use of "compossible” as a means of encouraging opposing groups to concentrate
on areas of commomround (compossible areas)
from the BRSLibrary (address on Page |,bottom.)

irreconcilab~e

(New Canaan, CT); still
managing the

Society,
be published by Virago, Peter Cranford advises.

background infonnation
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as follows:

to know

inspiration  of
husband (wife),"

to be unto her (him)

The tenn “compossible”
it whentwo or nore desires
Peter wishes to
their efforts
differences. The

to the University of Michigan (Dearborn),
She is using BR' Power as the text,

and

has gone on to LawSchool (U. of Michigan).

active in his recording
investment portfolio for the
He's also been

perfonned, at the Stamford

to become an honorary member, we are very happy to report.
to extand the
birth control,
in most cases were unpopular at the time she espoused them. She ran the Beacon
whose second wife she was. She and he are

She is a memberof The Bertrand Russell

She has been a
and civil liberties,

invitation.

and not long ago, delivered

in ConwayHall.

of these 2 nominees, by mail ballot
What did comeas a surprise,
nearly twice as manyas had ever voted before.

and a welcome

Church/Oxford, England OXIIDP
Manor Close/Manor Road/Penn,Buckinghamshire/England HPIO8HZ

about BRShonorary

members. The following appears in The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, NewYork: Macmillan, 1967. Wewill

welcome additional

AYER, ALFRED JULES. contemporary  Bri'lish phi-
losopher. Ayer was born in 1910. He received his educa-
.tion at Eton, where he was a ktng's scholar. and ‘at Christ
Church, Oxford. After ~radualin~ in 1932, he spent some
time at the University of Vienna familiari.in~ himself with
the logical positivist movement. then little known among
En~lish-speakin~  philosophers. He returned to Oxford
in HJ33 as a lecturer in philosophy at Christ Church and in
1\135became a research fellow of the college. Army service
in World War Il kept him from philosophy until 1945,
when he went back to university teaching as fellow and
dean of Wadham College, Oxford. In the followtng year he
became Grote professor of the philosophy of mind and
lcgtc at University College. London. where he remained
until his return to Oxford as Wykeham professor of logic in
HJ59.

information or corrections,

from the subject himself or from anyone else.

Ayer's flrst book, Lan~ua~e, Truth and Lagic was pub- -- -falsity. This starling point bas drastic and far-reaching

lished in 1\I36. Its combinallon of luctdity, ele~ance, and
vtgor With an uncompromisinJ(ly revolutionary position has
made it one of the most influential philosophical books of
the century. As Ayer explains in the preface, the views he
advocates derive from Russell and wittMen"tein among
modem philosophers and from the earlier empiricism of
Berkeley and Hume and have much in common with th
logical positivism of the Vienna circle. But he accepts non:
of these influences uncrillcally and clearly puts his own
stamp on the position he outlines. He adopts Hume's
dtvtsion of genuine statements into logical and empirical
together with a principle of veri &calion which require;
that an empmcal ,tatement shall not be counted as mean-
- ingful unless some observallon is relevant to ils truth or

results. Metaphysical statements, since they purport to
express neither logical truths nor empirical hypotheses,
must accordingly be reckoned to be without meaning.
Theology is a special case of metaphysics; afBrmations of
divine existence are not even false, they are without sense.
For the same reason, value statements in ethics or aes-
thetics fail to attain the sbtus of genuine statements and
are exposed as expressions of emotion with imperative
overtones. The a priori statements of logic and mathemat-
lel are empty of factual content and are true in virtue of the
conventions that govern the use Ofthe words that compose
them. The tasks lel\ for philosophy after this withdrawal
fnlm its traditional boondaries are those of solving by
clariéecatlon the problems lel\ untouched by the advance of
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a discovery about the facts of sense
Meaning (1947) was Aye,'s
in the University of London. It is a trench-
of Ockhem's razor to the problems of
and the relations between minds, thinking
and meaning. This short, powerful essay
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lecture

attitude.
words,

to welcome these

TOMBOHR/664 San Juan Street/Stanford,

MARGAREI WHITFIELDCOBB/BOCCupp Street

ABE COHEN,M.D./560 N Street,S.W./Washingtol
JILL COUNTS/4423N. Edmonson/Indianapolis,
WENDY¥. ROBERTEPSTEIN/344-16th  Avenue,

ARLENA. RALPH(O.D.) GILBERT/107 Center

NICHOLASSRIFFIN/Dept.
JOHNHARPER,JR./571 S. Coronado Street

WILLIAMD. HULET/POBox 480140/U. Centr
KIM ANTHONYANNONE/6892Trigo Road/Isla

FREDH.(fISANDY") IRELAND/11645 Montana
VALERIEJANESICK,PH.D./743 Buchon (Apt.
ROBERTKATZ/POBox 240/Rockport,

RICHARDLEE/PO Box 398/Morgantown,
JOHNR. LENZ/305 Riverside

wv

ELSIE MCKENNEY/850&reenbelt
JOHNMCLUHANW.D./726 Southwest

M.T.P. SIMON, M.D./United Christian
W. M. WHARTONR./PO Box 132/Borrego

Drive

in existing  addresses

MICHAELBALYEAT/60WN. Northwood Avenue/Columbus,
Newton,
Park West is£2/New York,NY 10025
N. 15th Street/Lincoln,

ERIC CARLEEN/12Cross Street/West
JACKR. COWLES/392Central

DENNISJ. DARLAND/4104Selleck/600
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owed in two papen
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of Philosophy/McMaster
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from doubt, but this doe. not entail that no .tatement

is on induction

He is now more catholle
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informed by the eeeeses
and set out with the same WJ1ICeand clarity. He

is at once a weaknell
a prelalle of Its future de-
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In 1956 Ayer pUbli.hed The PI'Oblfta of Knowledge, his
It 1l a .ympathetlc and

The 1eCOIlld edltiOil of the book (1946) contain eees intro- construetive  treatment  of the varioUl problem. of philo-
which modi.ea. thoullh It don por _ the .ophlcal .keptlclsm. After a shert discuilion of philosophi-

of th.. Bnt edition. Ayar. _ntion here I. cal method and the nature of knowledge, he disculle. at

to Jivilli a precise fonnulalioOl of the prin- length the pattern of .keptlcal arguments. He then ex-

ciple of verification. His orlJinai venlllll 1. replaced by a amines three problems familiar from his earlier work
much more elaborate. and cerefuly wooded formula. Both -perception, memory, and other mind.-as inltances Of
have. however. been .hown to be faulty in ad- <kepticism at work. It may be that no Itatement I. iinmune

can be

the kind that the principle i. cle.illlled to outlaw. Indeed, known to be true. Where .tatemenll cannot, even in prin-
seems to be a weakness of the principle in that,lt ciple, be justified. we may conclude. not that they are to be
appears plau.lble only when Itl exprellion il 10ft uncom- rejn:led but rather that no ju.tificatlon i. called for.
fortably Y&IIUe. n Cone.,,” of a Peton (1963) i. a collection of e.say .
Tits FoundatloBl ~ of E"plrical “nowledge  (1940) il The most striking, the one that gives the book it. tide, isa
concerned  with two IIrGUP' of problems, those of percep- notable lurvey of some aspects of the problems of body,
tion Uld those of “the ego-centric predicament”  (privacy mind, and personal Identity. The outcome can be roughly
Uld publicity in language and In sense experience and the summarized as follows: to say that lawn a mental state Al
problem of other minds). The mOlt IntOre.ting and original is to say that there is a phYlical body B by which 1am
feature of the book i. Ayer'l Il'eatment of the terminology identified and that a state of B causes M.
of sense data as a language In which the problems of per- Ayer's malt recent work, embodied in hi. Sheuman
ception can be moll appropriately dealt with rather than as lectures at the Univenlly of London in 1964 and so 5ar

and probability. This is a

for Ayer, althoulh
in The COIIC8J/tof e Pet"R.
Ayer's work is very much of a piece,

it was fore.had-

both in style aad
in inleNsl and more
In hi. earlier

dichotomy of «__
he has not 10 far set
criticl eseee (pasticu-

of his

has so far received less than its due of critical attention. writIDI"  But hil arguments are
Eeeall' (1954) is a collection of papers rang- princlplel
ing over philosophical logic, the theory of knowledge, and leans perhaps too heavily on Hum e
philosophy.  Half the papen are carefully argued __Is Into 1000ical.and factual, and

of problems railed In Ayer's fint two books; in himself .eriously td meet contemporary

“The AnalYlis of Moral Judgements" is a mod- larly thole of W. V, O. Quine) that have been made of this
erate and persuasive re.tatement of the hints on ethics famous distinction.  This
thrown out in La_e, Truth and Lo/lC. present po.ition and. perhaos.

NEW-1EMBERS

new members:

CA 94305
,SE/Blacksburg,
n,DC 20024
IN 46226
N.E ./Minneapolis,

street/Elgin,IL
(#412)/10s

e,U.
Vista,

Angeles,
CA 93017

Avenue (#310)/10s

D)/San Luis Obispo,
MA0196{I

26505

Drive (2B)/New York, NY 10025

(M-3)/Jonesboro,AR

Springs, CA 92004

University/Hamilton,

of Guelph/Guelph,

Hip Wo Street/Kwun

VA 24060

MN55413

60120

Ont./Can

CA 90057
Ont./Canada

Angeles, CA 90049
CA 93401

MD20770

72401
Tong,

ADDRESSHANGES

A new address

OH 43201
MAQ2165

FRANCESLE T, DIMITT/PO Box 1442/Spring. . TX 77373

has no underlining.
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velopment .

u
Worb A o,
looics

La"llluJgs. Trulh and Lagle. London, 1936;2d ed., 1946.
TlwlFounddtioru  of Empiric.  Know/.tIM «. London, 1940.
Thinking.nd M-« ning, London, 1947.

Phllo.ophlcal E*a~,. London, 1954

Th. P"b/ eses of Knowlsdge. London, 1956.
TiwlIConC#/)1of a Panon. London, 1963.

hIITICLES ~ AND SYMPOSIUM  PIECES

“Jean-Paul Same." Horuon (1945).
“Albert Camus." Horl:wn (1945).
“Some Aspects of Exi5tentialism."
“Loaical Positivism-A Debate,"

Ral'onali,t Annual (1948).
delivered on the BBC June 13,

1949. The participants were Ayer and F. C. Copleston. Published
in Edwards, P., and Pap. A, eds., A Modern IntroducUon to Phi-
Jo,oph~(New  York,1957),

“Professor Malcom on Dreaming.” Journal a/Phlla.oph” (1960),
511-53:5. Malcolm's reply, with Ayer's rejoinder, ~bid. (1961),
29.-21)9.

WOIIJ:S ON AYEI

For critl<;a.l dtscuaeton of Ayer, see John Wisdom, *“Note on the
New Edition of Profellor Ayer's Lanzivsia, Tru'h OM Logw,"
Mind, Vol. 57, No. 22H (194R), 401-419, reprinted in Wisdom',
Pha*h~ ond PlICho-altlll~* (O.ford, 1953):H. H. Price, "Crtt-
iell NOllceof A, J. Ayo,'s Th. F",,do,...., of Empirical Know/-
.dg ee+. Mind, Vol.50, No. 11)9(1941),280-293; H. H. Price, "Dis-

culiton:  Professor Ayer's Essays," Philo.ophical ~ Quarterl* (19M);
D. J. O'Connor, “Some Consequences Of Professor A.J. Ayer's
Veribtion Principle,” Anol",,, (1949-1950); W. V. O. Quine,

“Two Dogmas of Empiricism,” in From a Log/cDI Polnl of \/__
(Cambridge, Mus., 1953); M. Laserowilx, “"Strong and Weal<
V.rification 1," Mind (1939) and “Strong and Weal<Verification
11" Mind (1950), reprinted in Lazerowitz' Tlwl51_'0 of Meta-
phy,lc, (London, 1955).

D. J. O'CONNOR

ada L8S 4[1

N1G 2w

.

Kin./ Hong Kong
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LUKE DONES/"not forwardable,” says PO

JOHNHAILU/566West 11.4th Street (5D2)/New York,NY 10025

NORAIUNT(through March)/Drawer B, Unit 34/Patton Stat,e Hospital/Patton, CA 92369
NORAJUNT(after March)/c/o Centa Schanz/Ringseis Str. 11a/8000 MUnchen2/West Germany
GARYIACOBS/30@rand Blvd./Evansdale,IA 50707 .
DOUGLAISAWSON/2A®/esterly Drive/Fredonia, NY 14063

DONLOEB/1738Murfin Avenue (8)/Ann Arbor, MI 48105

C. MCDONOUGH/388& Famille (PH9)/Montreal,Que/Canada H2X2K7
MICHAEMCGUIRE/108. Mary (5)/Sunnyvale, CA94086

STEPHEMA. WILKUS/1002N. Main/Urbana, IL 61801

QUESTION& ANSWERS

(28) aX for mediciBes. ALBERTODONADIGsks whether BRever said something like the foilowing, and if so, he would
like the exact quotation and where it can be found:

All medicines should be thrown out at sea; only the fish would suffer from it.
(29) For California-haters: ~ BOBDAVISadvises that The Los Angeles Times 0f12/3/78 reports BRas saying:
"Southern California - the ultimate segregation of the unfit."
Bob asks: Where? When? In what context?

0) On brains:Bob  also advises that The NewYork Review of Books of 12/21/78, in a review of Piagetls books,
reports BRas saying:

"If you had my brain, you would find the world a very thin, colorless place.”
A~ain Bob asks: Where? When? In what context?
(31) On alcohol. . VANCHNGALLSvrites:

Russell has commentedthat he felt alcohol would have been a possible escape from his periodic bouts
of depression, but a fool's way out. So, can the following quote be true?

I1If 1 wOuld observe sobriety, | should recall that Bertrand Aussell put downa fifth of whiskey daily."
1n MY Ownway, by Alan Watts, NewYork:Pantheon,Random House,1972,p.364

* * * * * * * *

Please send answers to any of the above c/o Russell Society News, address on Page 1, bottom.

THEBRSLIBRARY

Eilm rental fees have now been set for the 5 films listed in the last issue (RSN20-41): the 14-minute films,
$10; the 3D-minute film, $20; the 40-minute film,$25. Plus a $50 deposit on each film.

FUN& GAMES

3) Paradoxes wanted. PETERCRANFORIDggests that it might be amusing to collect paradoxes, and he has sent us
some. But before we get to his, here are a few you have probably cmmeacross before now:
BR's original paradox: the class of classes that are not ma~bers of themselves.

The sheet of paper slipped under BR's door (by Wittgenstein?). On one side was written, "The statement on
the other side is true. Il Onthe other side was written, "The statement on the other side is false."
"All Cretans are liars," said the Cretan.

Here are sane Cranford paradoxes:
Never take my advice e

e The highway lobby argued that there was no highway lobby. (Washington,D.C. 1972)
He said nothing.
There is no truth.

* (One for the MSPs):Wife to husband: "You see, | can keep my mouth shut."
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Two whimsical ones:
e Zen guru to his disciples: "Think about not thinking."
e At a seance to communicate with spirits, a voice from beyond says:"There is no life after death.”

If you know of a paradox - or can invent one - please send it to the newsletter. Specify whether it is
original or not, and if not, where it originated, if known. Send as many as you wish.

FINANCES/CONTRIBUTIONS

Recent contributors. We thank the following for their contributions: CIEAVELIN, CRANFORD, DAvIS, EISIER,
LEITHAUSER, LIPIN,REINHARDT, TOBIN, VOGT.

expenditures in 1978.

We have discontinued the yearli/) mailing of a request for a contribution, to each member. From now on
requests for contributions will be made only through the newsletter. )

As we said recently (RSN20-44b): if we can average a $15 contribution from half of our members, that should
solve our money problems for 1979 (at the present rate of expendd.tur-es},
Can Kou spare $15? If you can, E)Iease send it; and if you can"t, please send what you can spare. If you
like what the Biis is and does, help ooy for it with a contribution you can afford. Every bit helps. Send it
to Russell Society News, address on Page 1, bottom.

Contributions are needed to help us cover expenses. Dues c?vered only 65% of

Volunteers € Last issue we asked for volunteers to help us_do some fund-raising. The response has
been underwhelming; apparently no one wants to work at fund,,:raising.

IT you have hesitated to volunteer because you know nothing about fund-raising, that need not hold you
gack.bWe wj:l supply basic information on how to solicit and whom to solicit. The soliciting will all be
one by mail.

We need a supervisor, preferably with some relevant experience, plus several aides.

Help!

BRS BUSINESS

Current officers At the 1978 annual meeting, the following officers were elected for the coming year (1979)
and are now serving: Peter G. Cranford, Chairman; Robert W. Davis, President; Warren Allen Smith, Vice-
President; Stephen J. Reinhardt, Treasurer; Donald W. Jackanicz, Secretary.

INVITATIONS TO CORRESPOND

Richard Lee enjoys rational or logical discourse, and would like to correspond"with like-minded individuals
eeen0 matter what the topic.” His field is hydrology and climatology. He*s a Professor at West Virginia
University. His address: PO Box 398,Morganfown, WV 26505. He doesn"t care whether you use his title or not.

ABOUT OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

The BR Peace Foundation, through one of its Directors, Ken Coates,sent the following letter to The Times
(London), where it appeared on August 5, 1978:

Nikolai Bukharin was surely a complex personality. We would find it difficult to disagree with much that
you say in your leader (July 28) on our campaign for his rehabilitation. When we approached the Italian
communists for support for the appeal of Yuri Larin, Bukharin®s son, it was very far from our intention
to nominate a new cult figure to replace discredited older ones. But there is one very!powerful reason
for the rehabilitation of Bukharin which is not covered in your leader.

Visiting Paris in 1936, Bukharin boasted that, single-handed (“with this pen™) he had written the entire
Soviet constitution of 1936. Whether this boast contained an exaggeration or not, Bukharin was certainly
a most active member of the commission which was established to draft this constitution, and the finished
document contained a large number of guarantees for freedom of expression and association together with
guarantees of the "inviolability of the person”. When this constitution was adopted later in the year, it
was celebrated by the Webbs with a veritable panegyric. They pronounced it to be a document superior to
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the Declaration of Rights of 1776 and to the French revolutionary Declaration of 1793. It is permissible
to remain agnostic about the Webbs® judgment: the more so since the Soviet constitution seems never to
have been properly enforced.

Since we took up the cases of a number of Soviet dissidents at the beginning of the decade, we have
become increasingly aware of the fact that the main demand which is made by critics of present day
Soviet society is that the constitution be actually enforced. Perhaps this is one of the reasons why
last year a new constitution was proclaimed. However, all of the main provisions concerning civil rights
have been carried over from the old to the new versions of this document, yet there remains considerable
controversy about their implementation.

Clearly the continuing injustice to Bukharin needs to be evaluated within this context. If the main
author of key passages in the fundamental law of the USSR cannot secure justice even posthumously, even
after 40 years, what is the value of that fundamental law for other citizens?

(*hank you, Peter Cranford)

PERSONAL COMMUNICATION

Justin Leiber (from Lee Eisler.) Are you out there somewhere, Justin? One postcard plus 2 letters (addressed
to Mr. Justin Leiber,Dept. of Philosophy, University of Texas, Cullen Blvd., Houston, TX 77004) have been
returned. From the writing on the envelope ("Return to sender®"in longhand) it looks like the University
rather than the Post Office is responsible. (The PO uses a rubber stamp.) The two envelopes are marked

"not Physiology"”; apparently they have never heard of Philosophy; with my Easterner®s built-in unfairness

to Texas (plus my exasperation), | am ready to believe it.

Maybe there®s a lot of mail you haven"t been getting because you"re '"not Physiology". The mystery deepens
because | know you received RSN19: you returned the ballot. Or did the whimsical person who is returning
your mail also return your ballot?

dé wougd send these returned mailings to you, if I knew where to send them. Can you give me another
address?

INDEX

Introductory (1). The BRS at 5 (2).Annual meeting reminder (3).Chairman Cranford reports (4). President
Davis reports (5). Treasurer Reinhardt reports: 4th quarter "78 (6a), full year "78 (bb). Committee
reports: Awards (7); Science (8). Vote results: Pears & Popper approved (9,24). BR on atheist vs,

agnostic (10).Columbia Encyclopedia on BR (11). Ali (12).India"s BR stamp (13).BR and USSR Jews,1965 (14).
Latest BRS fact sheet (15). Morowitz on cults (16). O"Hair counterproductive? (17). News about members:

the Cobbs (18), Cranford (19), Leithauser (20), Loeb (21), Warren Smith (22). Honorary members:Dora accepts
(23); Pears & Popper approved (24); Ayer, some background (25). New members (26). Address changes (27).

Q &A:Rx for medicines(28); for California-haters (29); on brains (30); on alcohol (31). Film rental fees
(32). Paradoxes wanted (33).Contributors thanked (34). Contributions, please (35). Fund-raising volunteers
needed (36) Current BRS officers (37). Invitation to correspond (38). Bukharin (39). Personal communication
to Leiber (40). Index (41).

P.S. Thank you, Bob Davis,for the "Commentary" article (14).



