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1978 ANNUALMEETING

(2) The Annual Meeting, at McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario,May 19-21, 1978, proved to be highly satisfYing.
To tell it quickly: we discussed BRSbusiness, saw 4 BRmovies, heard 5 papers on BR, had a banquet, heard

a symphony, and enjoyed the occasion generally. And, if you will forgive a bit of self-praise, we will quote
from a letter HERBVOOTwrote later, after he had attended his first BRSmeeting, at McMaster: "The best plll!"t
was to learn how nice everyone was. II

The physical facilities were splendid. Wehad a large private auditorium (with movie projection booth, complete
with operator), and a private dining roam, all in the pleasant surroundings of the attractive McMaster campus.

(2a) Two sets of minutes are part of this issue:(a) minutes of the meeting of Members (50), and (b) minutes of
the meeting of Directors (49). They tell the story of what happened. We suggest you read them at this point,
since the following are details that supplement the minutes:
• Dr. William Ready, University Librarian, was the moving force behind the acquisition of the Russell Archives
by McMaster. He persuaded the Canada Council to provide $110,000, and Cyrus Eaton $25,000, toward the original
purchase of the Archives. .
• For Joy Corbett's recollections of Beacon Hill School, see NLl3-23. She is now Joy Corbett Ray.
• In mid-afternoon Satu$y, the meeting moved from our auditorium to the Russell Archives .• Here we looked at
the enormous collection of books and articles by and about BR,. listened to tapes. and saw the Archives' most
recent important acquisition: BRIS own library, desk, and chair. Then followed the Red Hackle Hour, with genuine
Red Hackle (unlike last year, when we we~e offered a mere substitut;e.)
• Saturday evening's banquet _ quite a good one - was followed by a playing of Graham Whettam's Symphony
Against Fear (NLl5-14,46). The tape that was p~ed was a copy made by WARRENSMITHfrom a tape that East German
Radio had been kind enough to provide. The original East German tape is being preserved for some possible future
use.
• An interesting detail in GLADYSIEITHAUSER's paper on BR's interest in the Faustian theme is the name BRchose
for the leading character in his early try at fiction, "The Perplexities of John Forstice." Forstice sounds
remarkably similar to Fauetus. •
• The ERSLibrary is acquiring copies (or abstracts) of the papers presented at the Meeting, which may, of
course, be borrowed.

(2b) Officers were elected at the Directors' Meeting (49g) for one-year terms starting 1/1/79, as follows:
Chairman, Peter Cranford; President,Robert Davis; Vice-President, Warren Allen Smith; Treasurer, Stephen
J. Reinhardt; Secretary, Donald W. Jackanicz.

(2c) 21 BRSmembers attended _ approximately 10%of the membership, and about the' same ntDDberas last year:DONG-IN BAE,
KENBLACKWELL,PETERCRANFORD,JIM CURTIS,BOBDAVIS, lESTERDENONN,IEE EISLER, MARTINGARSTENS,~ KENZIEGOOD-
RICH,ED HOPKINS,DONJACKANICZ,'GLADYSLEITHAUSER,DANKl" DONALD,IBRAHIMNAJJAR'I/',JACKPITT, RAYMONDPLANT,STEVE
REINHARDT,HARRYRUJA,WARRENSMITH CARLSPADONI*, HERBVOOT. (*became lIlembers at the Meeting.)

An equal ntDDberof non-membera, some of them McMaster st-udents or staff members, attended one or more events
(two attended only the banquet): Catherine Beattie,Kandriin Blackwell, Andrew Brink,Grant Corbett, Earl Darlington,
Bess DeHonn, Jessie Edwards, Helen Garstens, Louis Greenspan, Nicholas Griffin, Barbara Hardt, David Harley,
Joseph arley, Mrs. J. P. Harley, Lourdes Harley, Diane Kerss, Duncan Hartin, Margaret Martin, Joy Corbett Ray,
Mr. and"Mrs. George Willie.

(za) A final thought about attendance: Dong-In Bae travelled all the 1Illlyfrom West Germany to Hamilton to be with us.
Wehope more of you will be with us next year. WeCeel sure that cost is what keeps attendance down. Howabout
starting now to put aside a few dollars a week - hristmas Club fashion - so you can come to the next Meeting?

NEXTANNUALMEETING(1979)

(3) Where and when shall we meet in 1979? At the 1978 lI.eeting, the time and place of the 1979 Meeting was discussed.
The general feeling seemed to be that it should be in the East, and that the members should vote on the precise
location, and on the time. •

The following cities were mentioned, and are now candidates for 1979: Boston, Chicago, Hamilton (McMaster),
NewYork, Philadelphia, Washington. Somethought we should not go to Chicago if ERAhas not been passed.

*Russell Society News (Lee Eisler, Editor): RD1, Box 409, Coopersburg, Pa, 18036
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* If you think you mq attend in 1979, please vote for the city you prefer, using the ballot (53b).
Somemembers seemed to want to return to Hamilton in 1979. Hamilton has certain advantages: the Archives are there;
the physical facilities are the best we've had and could hardly be improved on; and it may be possible to schedule
our Meeting during the nearby Stratford Festival, and if so, we would have the option of seeing some Shakespeare
either before or after the BRSMeeting. Wedo not yet have the dates of the 1979 Stratford Festival, but they will
probably be the same as in 1978: June 5 to October 14.

As to time, it will be a Friday_evening_through-Sunday weekend. Please indicate (on the ballot) the month you
prefer (1st choice, 2nd choice). If any particular weekend is impossible for you, please-say so on the ballot.

REPORTSFROMOFFICERS

(4) Chairman Peter G. Cranford reports:

I have been in communication with Dora Russell and John Sutcliffe! in connection with their formally establishing
a British BRS. The Earl Russell has stimulated the idea and Mrs. Russell has contacted Peter Cadogan, a former
prominent memberof the CTEof 100, and BIPs good friend, Michael Scott. As things stand, we will meet in London
sometime in August.

The Earl Russell and Dora Russell have written a joint :letter to the Master of Trinity investigating the possi-
b:ility of placing a suitable memorial there. Dora reports, IIThere is a plaque for Bertie and scme of his work is
on show in their library. ~ She is also investigating to see if Peter Shore (Environment) has managed to save the
terrace of houses in Sydney Street, Chelsea. The Russells lived in one of these and from there fought three
elections and Dora started the 1lI!i.rthcontrol campaign. No doubt the British group will begin raising funds for
placing a bust of BRsomewhere. She has suggested Red Lion Square, facing the ConwayHall "which was sacred
to freethinkers."

Dora has two books in progress. She had originally written one but now plans to divide it so as to deal sep-
arately with the Beacon Hill School and her autobio~raphy. She is quite active running her house and gareen at
Carn Voel, Pensance.Tf Dora had not undertaken the round~the-clock nursing of BRwhen he was stricken in hina
and barely survived, more than 50 years ago, his literary output would have consisted of about 15 books instead
of some 70 __ not to speak of all his other achievments of the years between 1920 and his death in 1970.

(5) President Robert K. Davis reports:

The highlight of the BRS year is always the Annual Meeting, and this year Is was no exception. Most of the major
news will be contained elsewhere in RSN:l9. I would like to poll you on a few issues; your responses will help
us develop future plans. Please mark the questionnaire portion of the bailot'(53c).

REPORTSFROMCOMMrITEES

(6) Applied Philosophy COIIlIlIittee. See (49i).

Audio-Visual Committee (Warren Allen Smith, Chairperson). See (4ge).

(8) Finance Conmittee (Peter G. Cranford, Chairperson). See (50a,c; 49c,f).

Library COIIlIlIittee(Donald W. Jackanicz, Chairperson). See (47, 50d).

(10) Membership Committee (tee Eisler, Chairperson, Beverly Smith, Co-Chairperson). See (49b,50b).

(11) Scholarship Awards Coimnittee (Jack Pitt, Chairperson). See C50e,49d).

. (12) Science COIIlIlIittee(J.B. Neilands, Chairperson):

Joe Neilands will be one of the speakers at a Nobel Symposium-- at the Royal Swedish Academyor Sciences,
August 20-25 __ on "Ethics for Science Policy". Amongthe topics on the agendar ethical dilemmas in weapons
developnent; 'priorities and control in the organization of research, from the points of view of society, of
the scientist, and of the scientific community; the information problem in science. Joe will speak on the
scientist's responsibility to communicate with those outside the scientific community.
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SHORT& SWEET

(u) BRdescribes hell. "Hell is a place where the motorists are French, the policemen are German, and the cooks are
English."

From Lester Denonn-a notes for his talk at the ms Meeting at McMaster University, 5/20/78. He had
comeacross the quotation in Edwards'The NewDictionary of Thought, a book in his extensive BRlibrary.

BRQUOTED

(14) Arnold Beichman, in a review of Arthur Koestler's latest book, Janus: A SU!!!!!!ing Up (in the Boston Globe)
writes:

Koestler, who shares Freud's gloom;voutlook for mankind, has same hope. It's all reminiscent of Bertrand
Russell, who once said that "we must proceed in the spirit of unyielding despaiz:."

ASSESSMENTSOF BR

(15) BR's sociological insights were well ahead of the sociologists, according to Sociologist JIM MCKEOWN.His article,
"Russell as Precursor of Social Changes"(46) ,tells us that sociologists could have learned a lot from Russell -
and no doubt still can. Jim wrote this paper especially for RSN.

* * * * * *
First Peter 'Cranford wrote about BRas psychologist. NowJim McKeownhas written about BRas sociologist. Wehope
that people in other fields will write about BRin their fields (history, political science, religion, education,etc.)

(16) "Bertrand Russell's 'Anti-Semitism "', an abstract of the paper that HARRYRUJApresented at McMaster on 5/21/78,
is included in this issue (48).

PROMOTINGBR/ERS

(17) Still more requests fram PSlcho:logists.There have been 204 requests (as of 7/18/78) for Peter Cranford's paper,
"Bertrand Russell's Relevance to Psychology." The 5-page paper is offered free. to readers of the APAMrnITORand
THEPRIVATEFRACTITIONER.The offer is made in the Ji>NITOR- which is published by the American Psychological
Association _ by means of a small ad which runs in every issue for a year. The offer in THEPRIVATEPRACTITIONER
_ published by The American Society of Psychologists in Private Practice - is made through an item in the
editorial columns.

piUIDSOPHY

(18) John Sutcliffe writes (4/30/78):

I was most interested in Leonard CleaV'elin's remarks on Peter's "applied philosophy" (RSNl8-2l). I agree that an
"applied philosophy" is needed but this does not impJ;r it has to be a religious, moral or II\Ystical one. It is a
modern superstition of some philosophers that the irrational can be preserved by unpacking logic, on the ene hand,
from dealing with facts on the other, while retaining religion, morality and II\Ysticism in some arbitrary met~
physical void independent of the other two. Without any basis in logic or fact, any such speculation is a sheer
waste of time ••• ,

The time has come, I believe, to abstract from philosophy a new "science" derived from the lessons of logical
analysis pioneered by Russell and continued by such philosophers as Karl Popper. It lIQuld be a science involving
a comparative analysis of normative belief systems, whether any one of them fulfills or not the needs and desire
of those it claims to serve, and whether the beliefs offer any genuine factual understanding of their condition
and the lIQrld of which it is a part. I have attempted to construct such an analysis which I have called "ismology"
and have employed it in turn as the foundation for a "practical sociology". Both are developments of themes in
BR's work although I do not claim they are the only interpretations possible. I have taken the liberty of enclosing·
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two a rs on these subjects which explain in more deta.W wti~t I might term an "applied Philosophy". AnIexample
of lei: this would be useful is in dealing with the ~!on of "pseudo-science" a 1& Boyce Rensberger s piece

(~~~~);xamPle of this kind of thinking is tg be found in RBNlS-IO, Omosis, which involves a kind of senti- in
mental reductionil!llll. in those unprepared to face a disagreeable fact. Mr. Thrapp's use of BR's q~~~t:~ ~:n~~dsg
Christianity is a falsehood in complete disregard of the bloody hietory which accompanies this f th • C tholic
me of a debate I once had with a clergyman who assured me all Christians were simply ml!lllbers0 e same a b t
family. WhenI pointed out that bT the same token all Christians were rea~ Jews, he wanted to change the au jec •

John's 2 papers - "ISIIIOlogy"(2 pages) and"Psychology,Suggestion, and Influence" (8 pages)\-: as well as his letter
of 4/30/78 from 'Whichwe have quoted can be borrowed from Don Jackanicz, BRSLibrary, 3802 N. Kenneth Avenue, Chicago,
IL 60641.

RELIGIONANDITS ADVERSARmS

.
This article appeared in The NewYork Times Review of the Week, 5/J.A/78,p~20. lfe'"e sorry we had( t)o cut (~5part
Ms. O'Hair' s head; we ~ what goes on in her head. For more on adversar~es of religion, see 43 and •

of

Discussion Is Out, Only Experience
i

I Atheism
I • .

I SUrVIVeS,-

But Debate
Is Dead

By KENNETH A. BRIGGS

The legendary "village atheist." who once symbol-
ized the tough-minded tradition of dissent from reli-
gion. is fading from American folklore as the result of
changing cultural patterns which have reduced public
debate on such issues as the existence of God.

The career of the atheist propagandist Madalyn
Murray O'Hair provtdes an example. TWo decades
ago. she was the SUbject of passionate controversy for
her attacks on religion. Now. though she has estab-
lished a center for atheism in Texas, she attracts little
serious attention. Recently. she toured the South de-
bating with Bob Harrington. known as the "chaplain
of Bourbon Street." The trip resembled a histrionic
roadshow more than an intellectual contest.

Nor is the opposite pole of the debate, once typified
by a weekly television program in which Archbishop
Fulton J. Sheen used logic and a blackboard to try to
convince his audience of the truth of Christian claims,
any more visible. Perhaps in their heydays Bisbop
Sheen and Mrs. O'Hair were the last representati.ves
of tbe robust rationalism that both justified medieval
theologians. wbo confidently proved propositions
about God, aod nourished the illustrious American in-
fidel, Robert G. Ingersoll, who drew huge lecture fees
in the 19th century for proving God's nooexistescra.

Talk about God has not entirely vanished from the
public forum, but the terms of the discussiOll have
changed; as private, evangelical religion has become .
the dominant religious force, its language has empha-
sized direct "testimony" rather than rationaJisti.c ap-
proaches. "Discussion has shifted from the head to the
heart. "'says Dr. Jonathan Z. Smitb, dean of under-
graduate studies at the University of Chicago and a
professor of religion. Courses which approach
theology from a personal and autobiogi'llphical stand-
point "are the hottest thing in religious studies," Dr.
Smith notes, adding that "a great deal.of this ap-
proach doesn't lend itself to propositional tbiitkinli."

Among the explanations offered for the change is,
diminished confidence in the power of reason to lead to
truth. "There is not the assumption tbat out of philo-

csonhical debate you can find answers or unveil God ••.•

said the Rev. Richard Unsworth, the chaplain at
Smith College. "The whole development of existential
thought has much to do witb it."

The loss of the leading theological "giants" in the
past decade has been another factor. Paul Tillich and
Reinhold Niebuhr, who generated inteilectual chal-
lenge for religious questions. died during this period
and there have been no comparable replacements.,

Another factor cited is ignorance; students may be
less equipped than formerly to carry on religious dis-
cussion. A growing number have had little or no reli-
gious training and are therefore not in possession of
the terminology and basic theological concepts that
allowed previous generations to discuss tbese sub-
jects.

In tbe past, college students were expected to ques-
tion the religion of their ,upbringing. But the growing
numbers who now arrive with no spiritual background
means that many come to religion first in their college
years, usually tbrough a personal experience.

Still another element in tbe university setting is the
drift toward greater religious pluralism. "There is a
sense among students that it's okay to differ on these
issues," says Mr. Unsworth. "In tbe SO's we didn't un-
derstand how dominated we really were by the need
for conformity." .

Compared with that decade. the present time is
marked not just by increasing secularism and a tend-
ency toward unbelief. but by what the Rev. Claude
Evans of Southern Methodist University describes as
an increasing polarity between fundamentalist Chris-
tianity and a rising number of people who simply

Ed Maklk

Madalyn Murray O'Hair

"don't care." Like many others, Mr. Evans believes
that public discourse on religious questions has de-
teriorated largely because. as he says. "anti-intellec-
tual attitudes have taken ov~r the culture." "Most
people are not aware of modem. critical metbods of
Biblical scholarship. nor have they read theologians
who really grapple with vital issues." he says.

Instead, he says. tbe tum toward fundamentalism
supplies easy answers and largely rejects modern
findings. And beyond tbe religious community. belief
tends to be identified witb fundamentalist views. The
result is a diminution of thoughtfull"Xchange of view-
points, .

Robert McAfee Brown, professor at Union Theologi-
cal seminary, acknOwlecjges that philosophical ap-
proaches "are not very high on peoples' agenda." but
asserts that the "moral anguish" generated by experi-
ences such as the holocaust has caused some people to
look for religious answers to qilestions.

In the face of enormous tragedy, Professor BI'QWn
says, many ask "If tbere is a God, is He some kind of a
moral monster to be permitting tbis? - this is tbe way
in which the real question gets posed:' .

The God-Is-dead movement passed quickly a decade
ago. repudiated by many believers and dismissed as
fanciful by many others.. What remained after the fad
was the fact that, if notblng more, It had signified the
emergence of an era in which God would not be spoken
about in the same way. if at all.

Kenneth A. Briggs is religion editor of The Ne.w
YorllTimes.
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RATIONALITY

(20) Also from The New,~~rk TiJ.nesReview of the _Week......of_7L2b.~_~;

August 19'18

Note from a Universe-Watcher:
'We.AretheNewest, the-Youngest
And the Brightest Thing Around.'

Somewhere, on llOII1eremote pllUlet
set at precisely the right distance from

i a star of just the right magnitude and
right temperature, on the other side of
our galaxy. tliere is at this moment a
committee nearing the endof a year-
long study of our own tiny, proviJicJal
solar system. The intelligent beings of
that place are putting their signatures
(numbers of some sort, no doubt) to a
paper which asserts, with finality, that
life is out of the question here and the
place is not worth an expedition. Their
instruments have detected the
presence of that most lethal of all
gases, oxygen, and that is the end of
that. They had planned to come, bring-
ing along mobile factories for manu-
facturing life-giving ammonia, but
what's the use of risking strangula-
tion. •

The only part of this scenario that I
really believe in is that committee. I,
take it as an article of faith that this is
the most fundamental aspect of nature
that we know about. If you are going to
go looking for evidences of life on other
celestial bodies, you need special in-
struments with delicate sensors forde-
'tectmg the presence of committees. If
'there is life there, you will find consor-
tia, coliaborating groups. working
parties. all over the place.

At least this is true for our kind of
life.

Mars, from the look we've had at it
thus far, is a horrifying place. It is. by
all appearances. stone dead. It is
surely the deadest place any of us have
ever seen, and it is hard to look at with-
out wincing. Come to think of it, it is
probably the only really dead place of
any size we've ever caught a close
glimpse of, and the near view is in-
credibly sad.

Or maybe there is Iifll on Mars, and
we've simply missed it so far, The in-
numerable consultants orbiting
around NASA are confounded, JUSt·
now, by intense arguments" highly
technical. over this point. Could there
be an island of life at the bottom of one
of the Martian ravines? Shouldn't we
set down fleets of wheeled vehicles on
various parts of the surface, deployed
to nose about from place to place, in
and out of deep crevices, turning over
rocks, sniffing for life? Maybe there is
a single spot, juSt one, where living or-
ganisms are holed up.

Maybe so, but if so it would be the
strangest thing of all, absolutely in-
comprehensible. For we are not famil-
iar with this kind of living. WIl do not
have solitary, isolated creatures. It is
beyond our imagination to conceive of
a single form of life that exists alone
and independent, unattached to. other
forms •.

If you dropped a vehicle, or a billIOn
whicles for that matter, on our planet
you might be able to find _« two

lifeless spots, but only lf you toot very
small samples. Tbere are uYiJla c:eUs
in our hottest deserts lI\ld at tile tops of
our coldest itiOlliltalos. Everilil the· an:
c1ent frozen rocks recently dua out. in
Antarctica there are endolithic orpn-
isms tucked up comfortably in porous
~ces berleath the ~k face. as mU(h
alive as the petunia in the florist win-
dow.

If you did find a single form of life CBl
Mars, in a single place, how would you
gO about ~laInina Ii? The teclmlcal
term for this IlITllIl&llment is a "cl~
ecosystem," 2IId there is the puzzle.
We do not have closed ecosystems
here, at all. The only closed ecosystem
we know about isthe earth itself, and
even here the term has to be expanded
to include the suit as part of the sys,-
tern, and Lord knows what sorts of es-
sential minerals that have drifted OIIto
our surface from outside, at one time
or another long ago.

Everything here is alive thanks to
the liVing of everything else. All the
forms of life are connected. This Is
what I meant in proposing the commit-
teeas the basis of terrestrial life. The
most centrally placed committee, car-
rying the greatest responsibility, more
deeply involved in keeping the whole
system running than any other body.
or any other working part of the'
earth's whole body, Is the vast com-
munity of prokaryotic microbes. With-
out them, for starters, we would never
have had enough oxygen to go around.
nor could we have found and fixed the
nitrogen for making enzymes. nor
could we recycle the solid matter of
life for new generations.

The technical definltiOll of a system.
as summarized in a recent symposI-
um, is as follows: A system Is "astruc-
ture of interacting, intercommunicat-
ing components that, as a group. act or
operate individually and jointly to
achieve a common SOI'I through the
concerted activity of the individual
parts." This is, of course, a completely
satisfactory definition of the earth, ex-
.capt maybe for that last part about a
common goal. What on earth is our
common goal? How did we ever let
mixed up in a place like this?

This is the greatest embarrassment
for our species. Some of us simply
write it off by announcinJ that our
sltuatiOll is absurd. that the whole
place makes no sense, and that our re-
sponsibilities are therefore to our-
selves alone. And yet, there It is; we
are components in a dense, fantasti-
cally complicated system of life, we
are enmeshed In the interllviJlg, and
we really don't know what we're up to.

The earth holds togetber, its tiIsIMB
cohere, and It has the look of a struc-
-ture that really would make Compre-
hensible sense if only we knew eftOlIIh
about it. From a little way off, photo-
graplled from the moon. ,it seems tel be

a kind of orpnlsm. Loolred at over
JtloiOJic time. it is pla.lD1y fn the·
procesa of developing, like an enor·
mous embryo. It is, for all Its stupen-
dous size and the numberless units and
Infinite variety of its life forms, coher-
ent. Every tissUe is linked for its Vi-
ability to wery other tisslle; It pIS
along by aymblosis, and the fnventJon
of new modes of symbiotic coupliDa is
a fundamental proc:ellli in Its embryo-
genesis. We have 1\0 rules for the
evolutiOll of this Idnd of life. We have
learned a lot. and in some biomathe-
matical detail, about the laws govern-
Ing the evolution of individual species
on the earth, but no Darwin has yet
emerpd to take account of the order-
Iy, coordinated growth and differenti-
ation of the whole astonishillll system.
much less its seemingly permanent
survival. It makes an Interestillll prob-
lem: How do mechanisms that seem to
be governed entirely by chance and
randomness bring into existence new
species which fit so neatly and precise-
ly, and usefully, as though they were
the cells of an organism? This Is a
wonderful puzzle.

And now we have swarmed like bees
over the whole surface, changing
everything, meddilng with all the
other parts, making believe we are In
charge, risking the survival of the en-
tire magnificent creature.

You could forgive us, or excuse us
ll!lyway. on grounds of ignorance. and
at least it can be said for us that we
are, at long last. becoming aware of
that. In no other century of our brief
existence have human beings learned
so cJeepiY. and so painfully. the extent
and depth of their ignorance about na-
ture. We are beginning to confront
this, and trying to do something about
it with science, and this may save us
all If we are clever enough, and lucky
enough. But we are starting almost
from scratch, and we have a long, lone
way togo.

Mind you, I do not wish to d0wn-
grade us; I believe fervently fn our
species and have 1\0 patience with the
current fashion of running down the
human being as a useful part of na·
ture. On the contrary. we tre a .spec-
tacular. splendid manifestation of life.
We have Janauage and'can build meta·
phors as skillfully and precisely as
n1losomes make proteins. We have af'"
fectlon. We bave genes for usefulness.
and usefulness is about as dose to a
"common goal" for all of nature as'I
can guess at. And finally, ancl pertlaps
beSt of all, we have music. Any species
capable of produciDa, at this earliest.
juvenile stage of Its development - al-
most Instantly after emeralnl on the
earth by any evolutionary standard of
time - the music of Johann 5ebastlan
Bach, cannot be all bad. We 0U&ht to
be able to feel more secure for our fIk
ture, wlthBachatourelbow.

But aec:urlty is the last thlllll we feel
entitled to feel. We are, perhaps
unictueJy IUIIllIIll the earth's creatures,
the worrylllll animal. We worry away
our lives, fearing the future, discon-
tent with the present, unable to take in
the idea of dYIng, unable to Ilit still. We
deserve a better press. in my view. We
have always had a strong hunch about
our oriJln. which does us credit; from
theoldest 1aJI8u&ge we know, the Indo-
European toaaue. we took the word
from earth - DHGHEM - and turned
it into "Human"; '~Humbleu too.
wblcb does us more credit. We are by
all odds the most persistently and ob-
sessively social of all species, more de-
pendent 01\ each other than the famous
social insects, and really, when you
look at us, infinitely more Imaginative
and deft at socIal living. We are good
at this; It is the way we have built all
our cultures and the literature of our
civilizations. We have high expecta-
tions and set high standards for our so-
cial behavior, and when we fail at it
and endanger the species - as we
have done several times in this cen-
tury - the strongest words we can find
to condemn ourselves and our behav-
ior are tJIe telling words inhuman and
inhuman~. •

There Is nothing at all absurd about
the human condition. We matter. It
seems to me a good guess, hazarded by
a good many people who have thought
about it, that we may be engaged in
the formation of something like a mind
for the life of this planet. If this is so.
we are still at the most primitive
stage, still fumbling with language
and thinking, but infinitely capaci-
tated for the future. Looked at this
way. it is remarkable that we've come
as far as we have in so short a period,
really no timo at all as geolol:ists
measure time. We are the newest, the
yoIIIIpSt. and the brightest thing
around.

J hope we will keep on with seience,
now that we've discovered how to use
the method. We used to think we could
ffnd all the meaning we needed by
.makInJ up stories. or by reasoning.
but we have run nut of facts to reason
with and most of the stories no longer
rfng\J'Ue. We need· to know more about
ourselves. and about all the rest of na-
ture. We need science for this, more
and better science, not for its technolO-
IY,JIOt for comfort, not even for health
or longevity. but for the hCJlll! Of wls-
dom.somll'!\'hereahead.

Lewis Thomas, M. D., autltM of "The
Lilies of a Cell: Notes of dBiology
Watcher." is p~sident of' tM Me-
morial Sloon-Ketterill8 Canl:er Cen-
ter. These remarks were delivered at
the commencement exerci_ot the
MolUIt Sinai School of Medicine.,
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COMMENT

(21) WhyJacqueline experiences a certain sadness:

It is with very mixed feelings and a certain sadness that I read the neWspaper clipping (The Spectator, May 5,
1978) reproduced in the Bulletin just received: ''Russell Library Arrives at Mac.II In a way, I suppose it will be
wonderful for McMaster University to possess Lord Russell's library, as well as the desk and chair where Russell
l>IOrked,even his IIfloral armchairll ••• but wat about England, wat about Wales? Does not he, do not his things
really belong there, on the other continent, in the old culture and the Old World that produced him? I guess I am
a sentimental fool about these things, being a transplanted IIFrenchman"myself, with constant longings for my
ftOlmtry, and I am the stupid type who cried when the IIYanksII purchased London Bridge to put it over the Colorado
iver ••• The end of an era, even the end of a song•••
Although the handsome sum paid for the purchase, and, most importantly, the reverence with which the scholars

of B.R. at McMasterwill treat his possessions, will justify this exile, I cannot help thinking,with sadness, that
Old England was cheated, even if well-intendedly so. This "deporbat.Lon'' has a note of sacrilegiousness - if you
forgive the expression! - somewhat like bringing Charles de Gaulle's tomb to the U.S.

I hope my commentis not misunderstood. It is indeed not intended as an insult to McMaster's archivists of B.R.' s
works, wom, I am sure, will treat them with the utmost respect and give them a loving and reverential home, as
indicated by the second paragraph of the clipping, mentioning Mr. Ken Blackwell watching the move 1I10vingly". It is
just a certain sadness that I felt and had to co!lllllUnicate. I just hope that "my" B.R. (as I have called him to myself
for years) would have approved.

Wethink BRwould have approved this latest installment, since he approved the first installment to McMaster.
Thank you, JACQUELINEBERTRON-PAYON,for expressing a thought that no doubt has occurred to many.

NEWSAOOUTMEMBERS

(22) Leonard Cleavelin, philosophy major at Washington University, has been accepted as a candidate for an hcnors degree
in his senior year. His thesis, in philosophy of law, will examine society's right to enforce its morality through
the criminal code.

(23) Albert Ellis is co-author (with William J. Knaus) of Overcoming Procrastination, advertised in The NewYork Times
BookReview of 3/5/78. Sof'tcover $3.95 + 55¢ shipping, from Institute for Rational IJ:rlng,Dept. B,45 E.65th St.,NYC 10021

(24) Corliss Lamont had an ad in The (Sunday) NewYork Times of 7/16/78 (Review of the Week, p••7)commemorating the
centenary of the birth of John Masefield, Poet Laureate of England 1930-1967, worn he had known personally.

(25) Herbert Stahl's tribulations are described in the Congressional Record, which is reproduced (45).

(26) Ira L. Straus writes: "Youmay add to your list of oddball members that I am the Chairman of the Committee for Reunion
with England and the author of its historic Declaration of Reunion,which activity has in large part been inspired by
a line from BR(cited a couple of years ago in Russell) to the effect that the whole tragedy of modern nationalism
began when PatriCk Henry proclaimed death to be preferable to dependence on the British Crown.

"More seriously, I have been working on Trotskyism and American ~Trotskyism. BRseems to have had considerable
personal interest, influence and eonnect.Lons in the latter, although the British publishing establishment at present
seems closer to the believing Trotskyists than to the ex-Trotskyists. I look forward to whate~er enlightenment I may
be able to draw fran the BRArchives on this subject."

(27) Herb Vogt writes about the Annual Meeting: "The beet part of our meeting in Hamilton was to learn how nice everycne was.
It was fun to share talk and beer.I enjoyed being with Lester Denonn and his wife; for years I had owned a copy of
The Wit and Wisdomof Bertrand Russell,which he edited. Dong-In Bae brought back recollections of my own stays in
Korea (, 55-' 56) and West Germany(, 59-' 62). I borrowed the tape of Whettam's 'SymphonyContra TimoreI' and made my own
duplicate. I like the music very much.II

HONORARYMEMBERSHIP

. (28) Paul Edwards.We are very pleased to report that Profeesor Paul Edwards has accepted an invitaticn to becane an honorary
member. He qualifies for honorary membership under Article II, Section 2 (III) of the BRSBylaws.(IIThe nominee has
made a distinctive contribution to sane area of Russell scholarship.")

Professor Edwards edited the volume, ''WhyI AmNot A Christian," a collection of BR's short pieces chiefly on religion,
which also includes his own40-page appendix, ''HowBertrand Russell Was Prevented From Teaching at the College of the
City of NewYork." In The Encyclopedia of Philosophy(Maemillan), the superb 8-volume set of which he was Editor-in-
Chief, he wrote the sections on BR's Life and Social Theories, Ethics, and Critique of Religion. He is Professor of
Philosophy at Brooklyn College CUNY.

In his letter of acceptance, he graciously said,IIPleas6 let me know jf I can be of some help to you."
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The Bylaws require "approval by a two-tl!Dirds vote of the members voting", (!rticle II,Section 2)
Please vote, using the Ballot (Part 4), which is the last psge of this issue.

NEWMEMBERS

We are happy to welcClllle these new members:

IRA N. BACHRACH/2229Beach St./San Francisco, CA 94123
STEVE DAHLBY/265 Caluaa Avenue/Citrus Springs,FL 32630
LUKEDONES/64 LinnaeanSt.!Cambriqge, MA02138
RAYDONLEYIII/5212-B Tahoe Trail/Austin,TX 78745
GEORGEDURAKOVICH/15722Taft Lane,#1/Huntington Beach,CA 92649

RONAWEDWARDS/605N.State st./Chicago, IL 60610
KATHLEENFJERMEDAL/1130 20th se.; #7/Santa Monica, CA 90403
JOHN GILSDORF/6270 Orchard we/ Cincinnati, OH 45213
ED HEDEMANN/123Garfield Place/Brook~, NY 11215
WALTERM. HENRY/ 37 Park Drive/Silverbrook/Newark, DE 19713

DENISE K. HENRY/same address as Walter M. Henry
HUNTINGTONCOLLEGELIBRARY/Laurentian University of Sudbury/Sudbury ,Ontario/ Canada P3E 2G6
JON R. JOST/3270 Lake Shore Drive/Chicago, IL 60657
DOUGLASLAWSON/3316 Jones Bridge Road/ Chevy Chase, MD 20015
ALBERTWZANO/ Box 1221/ APO New York,NY 09324

LESLIE MARTINKOVICS/Apt. BOB/ 11200 Lockwood Drive/Silver Spring, MD 20901
C. MC DONOUGH/or~inal address in Wolfville changed;see (30) below
THES MEIJER/Box 93/Abbotsford, B.C./Canada V2S 4NB
IBRAHIMNAJJAR/Apt. 1603/46 Panorama Court/Rexdale, Ont./Canada M9V 4A4
JOHN PEGG/1983 McKinley/Eugene, OR 97405

KATHIE PQWELL/10989 Bishwood, Way/Columbia, MD21044
CHRISTOPHERRIPPEL/1l50,2 Rock Bass Court/Louisville, KY 40222
EDMUNDROBERTS, JR./950 Long Pond Road/Rochester, NY 14626
CAROLSMITH/I0427 - 67th Avenue South/Seattle, WA 9B17B
CARL SPADONI/64 Sydenham St./Dundas, Ont./Canada L9H 2V2

JON SPRING/3488 Via Golondrina/Tucson,AZ 85716
IRA L. STRAUS/1215 Wert land St.,/Apt.B33/Char1ottesville, VA 22903
DR. C. T. THOMAS/2048 Coniston Placp/Charlotte, NC 28207
NORMANWALKER/7353 S. Clyde Avenuerhicago, IL 60649
BERNARDWEHLTE/946 Fairview Avenue,Apt. H8/Arcadia, CA 91006

OLIVE WILLIAMS/P.O.Box 52B3/Augusta, GA 30906

(30) ADDRESSCHANGES

'EMEKACHUKWUJINDU,JR./13 Affa Street/Uwani - Enugu/Anambra State, Nigeria
ERIC CARLEEN/Rt 2 7291 County N/Sun Prairie,WI 53590
E. JOHN DEHAVEN/P.O.Box 311/Wayzata,MN 55391
DENNIS J. DARLAND/Apt. 405/228 N. 12th/Lincoln, NE 6B510
W. Me KENZIE GOODRICH/655 Congress St. ,#405/Portland, ME 04101

CROCKETTL. GRABBE/Dept. of Physics/U. of Tennessee/Knoxville, TN 37916
CHARLESGREEN/307.M6..·ntan. a.. Avenue,#301/santa Monica, CA 90403
KEVIN GROVES/ "undeliverable, "says PO
JOHN HAILU/John Jay'Haif(Room 603)/Columbia University/New York,NY 10027
GARYJACOBS/P.O.Box 693/Cascade IA 52033

JOHN LA GRECA/3612 25 Avenue/Vernon,B.C./Canada VIT IP3
C. Me DONOUGH/5100Dudemaine #105Montreal,Que./Canada H4J INB
HUGHMe VEIGHj3U State Street/Al1?an;r, NY 12210. .
RAYMONDPLANT/29 Undermcunt Avenue/Hamilton, Ont./Canada LBP 3Z7
J. FARRELLSMl'l'H/Dept. of Philosophy/U. of Massachusetts/Boston, MA02138

W. BRUCETAYlOR/8103 Eastern Avenue #B-307/Silver Spring, MD 20910
P.K. TUCKER/P.O.Box 1537/North Platte, NE 69101
BERNARDL. WHEELER/P.O.Box 744/Anchorage, AK 99510
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MEMBERSHIPSTATISTICS

~. The BRSnow has 200 pa;ying members, as of Ju~ 1st, the largest number since we were founded in
February 1974. To quality forJlow postal rates (within the USA)that are anilable to non-profit organizations, we
must mail a minilllumof 200 pieces to points within the USA.

BULIETINBOARD

For sale: Lester Denonn's 000 volume ,which include what is possib~ the largest collection of Russelliana in
pr vate hands. This remarkable library includes 327 books by BRor that contain some words by him; 1760 books about
BRor in which he is referred to; various articles by BR; letters fran BRand Lady R; magazine articles about BR,
etc. etc., for a grand total of 3026 items by, or related in sane way or other to, BR. Plus books in 60 other
categories. ,

Lester is interested in finding a suitable buyer. A suitable buyer will (1) meet his price, and (2) provide a
proper environment _ such as a university - for the collection. His address is 135 Willow Street, Brooklyn, NY11202.

FORSALE

(33) Members' stationery price increased.We've had to raise the price on members' stationery (NL1b-30), chiefly because
of the new postal rates. We've reduced the number of sheets per package, from 100 to 80, so that now the total
package weighs slightly less than one pound, and therefore the postage is the seme to all parts of the country.
The price for 80 sheets is $3.50 postpaid. A number of membershavebought this new stationery, and like it.

(34) Books from the BRSLibrary. Most of the following books are published by SpokeemanBooks or by Allen & Unwin. Prices
are discounted, and include postage. Ple8llBepay loIhenyou order, from Don Jackanicz, BRSLibrary, 3802 N. Kenneth
Avenue, Chicago, I1 60641. ( H = hardbound, P = paperbound.)

The Tamarisk Tree, Dora Russell. $4.75.
Bertrand Russell 1872-1970. 80¢.
Essa s on Socialist Humanismin Honour of the Cente of Bertrand 'Rus-

sell, Ken Coates, ed. 3.40.
HistoryQf the World in Epitome, BR. 80¢.
Icarus, or the Future of Science, BR. $2.00.
Justice in Wartime, BR. $6.20,
The Life of Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His OwnWords, Christopher

Farley and David Hodgson, ed. $3.40.
Mr. Wilson S eaks 'Frankl and Fear1ess1 ' on Vietnam to Bertrand Russell.
Problems of Knowledgeand Freedom, NoamChomsky. 1.00.
The Amber1eyPapers, BRwith Patricia Russell, 2 v , $14.00.
Authority and the Individual, BR. $2.65.
AutobiograIhy of BR. Complete in one volume. $4.30.
AutobiograIhY of BR, 1872-1914. $6.25.
Autobiogra;rX1yof BR, 1914-1944. $6.25'.
Bertrand Russell: An Introduction, Brian Carr, ed , $8.25 h. $4.30 p ,
Education and the Social Order, BR. $3.25.
Freedom and Or nization 1814-1 14, BR. $8.00.
German Soc:1al Democracy, BR. .30.
Has Mana Future?, BR. $1.75.
HumanSociety in Ethics and Politics, BR. $5.80.
The Impact of Science on Society, BR. $2.25.
NewHopes for a Changing World, BR. $4.00.
An Outline of Philo so ,BR. $9.60~,
Poltical Ideals, BR. 2.75.
Power: A NewSocial Analysis, BR. $5.80.
The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism, BR. $3.90 h •. $2.75 p.
Prine! 1es of Social Reconstruction, BR. $4.95 h. $1.75 p.
The Problem of China, BR. 5. o.
Prospects of Industrial Civilization, BRwith Dora Russell. $4.30.
Roads to Freedom: Socialism, Anarchism and Syndicalism, BR. $5.80 h.

$3.25 p.
Sceptical Essays, BR. $6.75 h. $3.25 p.
UnarmedVictory, BR. $3.50.
Bertrand Russell: A Life, Herbert Gottschalk. $1.00.
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in Mid-Cent

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Movie mentions. DONJACKANICZis seeking information about referenoes to ER in 2 films:
(1) "The Best Man", a 1964 film, based on a play by Gore Vidal, about rival Presidential oandidates - played by

He~ Fonda and Cliff Robertson _ and the lengths to whioh they will go in the hope of achieving success.
(2) "Taxi Driver", a relatively recent film.

Please forward any information to Don care of Russell Society News, address on Page 1 (bottom).

(36) Anthony Flew. RONALDEDWARDSwould like to know about a debate that involved ER and Anthony Flew. Please
forward any information to Ron care of Russell Society News.

RECOMMENDEDREADING

(37) "Letters from The Earth" by Mark Twain (Harper & Row's Perennial Library). A collection published posthumously. "One
of the things our grade school teachers keep hidden fran us," writes LEONARDCLEAVELIN,"is Twain's essentially
humanistic views. L~ many selections, he exposes foibles and inconsistencies in Biblical religion and the then
commonmorality of his contemporaries (which, I think, haven't changed much since then) with a wit and style
reminiscent of Russell's. Especially recommended sections:' Letters from The Earth' , 'Letter to The Earth' " and
'The DamnedHumanRace'."

FINANCES/CONTRIBUTIONS

(38) Recent contributors. We thank the following members for their recent contributions: PETERCRANFORD,FRANCIE
DIMm, DONJACKANICZ,FRANKPAGE,and CHARLESHILL.

ERS BUSINESS

voting time. Please vote. The last page of ' this issue consists of a ballot, listing the candidates. We are to elect
Directors for 3-year terms, starting 1/1/79.

At the 1978 Annual Meeting,the members voted to increase the number of Directors from 15 to 24.Consequently we
may now vote for 8 Directors per year instead of 5 as in the past.

The ballot lists 8 candidates,and we recomaend that you vote for all 8. (There would have been more than 8 candidates
if more had been nominated.) It is clear that all 8 candidat.es will be elected, because there are as many openings as
there are candidates. You may therefore wonder why you should bother voting. Here is why:

Whenyou vote, you.' indicate that you take an interest in BRSaffairs. This, then, is an opportunity to show your
interest, and we hope you will make use of it.

Here are a few facts about the 8 candidates:
PETERG.CRANFORD'Augusta,GA). Founder of the ERS; Chairman of the Board;formerly President;currently a Director.

Clinical psyohologist in private practice.
ROBERTX. (res) DAVIS.(Hollywood, CA). Founding member; President, formerly Vic~President; currently a Director.

Salesman; former teacher.
lEE EISLER (Coopersburg,PA). Founding member; Chairperson, Information COIlIIIlitteeand Membership COIlIIIlittee; Editor,

Russell Society News; currently a Director. Retired; former advertising ,writer and executive.
MARTINGARSTENS(Silver Spring,MD) •Founding member; Chairperson, Applied Philosophy ColIllllittee; currently a Director;

leader, ERS local chapter (Washington area). Senior Fellow, Dept of Physics & Astronomy U. of Maryland.
JAMESE. M:: KEOWN(Kenosha, WI).Former Director; active in BRSlocal chapter (Chicago area~; author of "Russell

as Precursor of Social Chanses"(46). Professor of Sociology, U. of Wisconsin - Parkside.
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HARRYRUJA(San Diego, CA).4--year member; Russell scholar and bibliographer. Protessional philosopher; lIlt!imber,
Philosophy .Department San Diego state University.

GARYSIEZAK(Chicago, ILL Founding member; Vice-President; leader, BRSlocal chapter (Chicago area); currently a
Director. Playwright.

BEVERLYC. (BEV) SHITH.(Rochester, NY). Co-Chairperson, Membership Committee. Active in local groups, including
"Prison Action Group", ''Euthanasia Education Council", ''Rocheetar Memorial Socisty".

"RUSSELLSOCmTYNEWS"MATTERS

(40) Single-space, please, when you submit something for possible use in RSN. It saves space, and therefore JIIOney.
And please check that the typeface is clean.

(41) Smaller tYpe.We are trying an experiment with this issue; the print is smaller. That lets us put about 65%more on
a page. A 30-page issue (printed the old way) can now be done im about 18 pages. The eaving on printing is considerable.
There is also a worthwhile saving on postage. (3rd class postal rates have just gone up 40-60%.)

Considering our finances, the new way is a big improvement. We hope you can mamageto read the smaller type with out
* too much difficulty. But this is an experiment. We invite your comments.

(The smaller print is achieved'in this way: we ase the same typewriter as in the past, but on 11 x 14 pages, and the
printer reduces the pages to 8* x Ll., Whenwe reproduce pages fran other publications, as in (19) of this issue, they
too are reduced in size.)

ABOUTOTHERORGANIZATIONS

(42) The BRPeace Foundation is investigating human rights in West Germany. This was written up in the Washington University
student newspaper, "Student Life" (RSNl8-49). Here is a somewhat more detailed account, from The NewYork Times 0/30/78):

Rights Tribunal Opens in Frankfurt]
I
!

By JOHN VrnOCUR
I ... Sped.l to Th@N'tor: York Tlmu I

FRANKFURT, West Germany, March' Become known here as "Berufsverbot,"
1129-The third Bertrand Russell interna- the exclusion from public-sector jobs of _
tional tribunal began hearings todav on people who are deemed disloyal to the .
alleged human rights violations in West· Constitution. Although there are no offi- !
Germany after its purpose was de- cial statistics, about 4,000 people, mainly I

lncunced by hoth the political leadership leftists, are estimated to bave been af-
and leftist segments. 'feeted. The exclusion orcer, also known I

The self·appointed, tribunal was de- FS the "radicals decree." was issued joint- !
scribed by Willy Brandt, the former Iy by the Bonn Government and the state I
Chancellor.as "an insulting and scand-al- governments in 1972.
ous exercise." At. the same time, a left- The jury includes Josephine Richardson,

Iwing extremist group interrupted the a Labor Party member of Britain's Parlia-
t tribunal's f.irst session in a suburban ment: Dr. Noel Browne, a former Mmister I
Iauditorium and charged that it had of Health of the Irish Republic; LUCIOI

III deserted West cerman,y's ','anti-imperial- Lombardo Radice, a member of the ltal- 'I'
ist resistance." The Russell tribunal, the ian Cornmunist Partv's central commit:
extremists said, was zuiltv of focusing tee, and Elliot Taikeff, a New York laW-I
attention en people denied employment yer, the only American on the panel.

Ibecause of their political opinions, but Also selected for the jury was Otelo
!had forgotten political> prisoners jailed Saraiva de Carvalho, the Portuguese offi- I
~under antiterrorism laws. cer who was a central figure in the 19741
i 'Radicals Decree' to Be Examined revolution and an abortive left-wing coup

. ' , attempt. However, he was not allowed I
_ 'rhe tribunal, established by Lord Rus- by Portuguese authorities to leave the
sen,. the British phllosoohe, and ,mathe-I country, a spokesman for. the tribunal
matician who died III February 19,0, first said
met as the War Crimes Tribunal in Stock' ' , , .
holm in 1967 to consider alleged United, Chinese leave for U.S.
States' atrocities in Vietnam. It was con- ..
vened again in 1973 to inquire into tor- HONG KONG. Marc1129 (Reuters-A
lure in Latin America. delegation or" the China InternatlO~~1 .

The tribunal, which has 28 members, Travel Service left Peking today to VISIt I
none of' them Germans, will be hearing the United States, according to Hsinhua,
testimony through Sunday on what has the official press agency.

Thank yoU, Don Jackanicz.
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"other Minds" is the newsletter of the Rationalist Hwnanist Association, Box 314, Station A, St. Joseph,MO 64503.
The 600pageMay 1978 issue gives 2 pages to quotes fran J.S. Mill, T. H. Huxle;y, and Bertrand Russell. They will
send your their newsletter on request.

"Humanist Quest for Truth", newsletter of the Colorado branch of the American Hwnanist Association and of the Freedom
From Religion Foundation,Inc., is sent free on request. The May 1978 issue is 5 pages. Box 625,Brighton,CO 80601.

CONGRESSIONALRECORD

Dr. Herbert A. Stahl's tribulations, as reported in the Congressional Record of 3/1/76:

82536

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

DR. HERBERT A. STAHL
Mr. HRUSKA. Mr. President, histo-

rians no doubt will look back upon this,
the 20th century, with mixed feelings.
On one hand, the past 75 years have
witnessed the greatest technological and
scientific advances since the ·first stir-
lings of recorded clvil1zation. These
great accomplishments should have
heralded the dawn of the golden age of
mankind. Unfortunately, this has not
been the case for, In fact, the 20th cen-
tury has contained some of history's
most butal examples of man's inhuman-
Ity to his fellow man.

The details of this century's first 75
years have been well documented. They
have Included wax, genocide, massacres,
the mass displacement and movement
of countless millions of refugees. I would
like to tal:e the opportunity to record one
small footnote to this history by relat-
ing the case of Dr. Herbert A. Stahl.

Dr. Stahl was born In 1907 in Press-
bin-g-e-now called Bratislava-o! what
was then part of the Austrtan-Hungarv
Empire. Bratishvia is situated on the
left bank of the rIver Danube, just 1
hour's drive from Vienna. Across the
rlver, rcadtly seen from the Castlc of
Bratislava, arc a few tiny Austrian vil-
lages where most of Herbert Stahl's an-
cestors came from. On the western hori-
zon, the bluish silhouette of thc famcd
Vienna Woods are cleary dlscerniblc. He
was a citizen of that empire until 1918
when in the wake of World War I the
Hapsburgs were deposed and thc modern
Czechoslovakian state created.

After the establishment of the ncw
state, Dr. Stahl became a Czechoslovak-
ian citizcn. DUling the census of 1928,
however, the citizen. of Czechoslovakia
were required to register according to
thetr mother language. For Dr. Stahl
this mcant that he had to register using
the language also spoken In Vienna, that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - SENATE

is, the Germanic language. This was to
have grave consequences In future years.

As the new mate prospered and ad-
vanced, so did the fortunes of Dr. Stahl
who In 1932 had graduated from the trni-
vcrslty of Prague and was now a scientist
and a writer. A 1-year's sojourn In Ber-
lin famUarlzed him with the model Oer-
man research Institutions, particularly as
basic and applied research into physics
are concerned. During the early 1930's
Dr. Stahl busied himself as a free lance
writer of articles some of which opposed
dictatorship and advocated the concept
of a United States of Europe. Later, he
was to be a prolific writer publishing,
among others, 16 professional essays, In
czech or Slovak language, centering UP-
on the fiagrant absence of applted and
Industrial research In Czechoslovakia.
These were well received and recognition
of his work resulted In an invitation to
be listed In a Czechoolovak Interservlce
World Engineering Who\; Who, published
in Prague. In 1937, he coauthored a J cw-
Ish cultural encyclopedia entitled "Jews
in Oerman Cultural Sphere."

During all these years, Dr. Stahl pro-
ceeded In his favorite field of tube elec-
tronics centering on the production of
neon light devtces. In 1933, he became
the llcensee for a Jewish-owned company
founded In Prague by a refugee friend
from Berlin, and continued later In the
neon departmcnt of a huge shoe concern
In ,Zlfn, Moravia, soon to be dismantled
by the owners In a wise foreboding of
the rapidly approaching apocalypse.

During this same prewar pcriod Dr.
Stahl was by his own Initiative Instru-
mental In advancing the concept of a
central Czechoslovak Institute for In-
dustrial Research. This productive activ-
ity, however, came to a halt as a result
of a serious traffic accident In 1938, and
the concurrent pre-Munich confusion in
Czechoslovakia. As Dr. Stahl laid con-
fined to a hospital bed, the German Army
under the pretext of protecting the Ger-

Herbert Stahl iea 4-year member of the BRS.

man minority, marched Into the sude-
teniand. The rest Is well known, within
a short time Czechoolovakla was under
total German domination, and the world
once again was at war,

Recovering from his Injuries, Dr. Stahl
soon found that there were practically
no professional opportunities whatsoever
for reasonable work In prostrate, Ger-
man-controlled, Czechoolovakla. He had
now a third citizenship namely that of
Slovakia-to become his last one In Eu-
rope. As this puppet state was almost
totally an agricultural community, Dr.
Stahl returned In 1939 to Berlin where he
Joined the staff of a leading chemical
reference work conducting latar active
scientific research and development In
tube electronics.

In 1943, Dr. Stahl left Berlin and went
westward to Hanola near Frankfurt
where he conducted similar work, his
results being published after the war In
Dutch, American, Swiss, and German
Journals. By now, he was married to a
German girl who, as a result of that
marriage, had lost her citizenship, to be-
come also a Slovak citizen,

Thus was the sltuaMon in 1945 when
Germany surrendered to the victortous
allies.

The conclusion of World War II re-
sulted In many changes upon the map
of Europe. According to some htstorfans,
certain of these changes resulted from
a deliberate elfort on the part of the
Allies to eliminate possible sources of
future upheavals by moving various
ethnic mln<lrities from areas long re-
garded as their historic homeland to
countries where they would be part of
a predominant culture. ThUB, along with
other minority groups caught In the
postwar maelstrom of mlllions of ref-
ugees were some 3 mUllon Sudeten Ger-
mans who were expelled from their
primeval homeland In Bohemia and
Moravia. Expelled or not, others were
to have their properties confiscated.

March 1, 1!JiG

Dr. Stahl, who by this time was In
Oreat Britain, had his sizable real estate
holdings, including his home In Brati-
slava with its multilingual library con-
fiscated by the authorities as Oerman
reparations. This happened despite the
fact that neither he nor his forefathers
had ever been citizens of Germany, but
of the Danubian Monarchy referred to
above. In so doing the Czech oovern-
ment Ignored his stalwart service to the
nation in the prewar years, and the op-
pressing peril throughout the Nazi
domination.

Like many other refugees, Dr. atahl
never returned to the land of his fathers.
Instead, he came to the United States
whcre he was able to secure a job lit the
University of Kansas Medical Center.
Later, he was to work for Westinghouse
and RCA In their electronic tube fac-
tories, being mostly engaged In govern-
mental work. In 1957, 5 years after his
arrival in this country. he became a
citizen.

Since 1962, Dr. Stahl, who had become
a senior physicist In optoelectronics, has

. worked at the Army's Night Vision Lab
located at Fort Belvoir, Va.

This story has had a relatively happy
ending for Unlike mlllions of others who
perished during the turbulent years of
the 1930's and 1940's, Dr. Stahl survived,
and was able to rebutld his life.

The Issue of the moral and legal re-
sponslblllties of the Czechoslovak Oov-
ernment which so callously expelled Its
citizens, and expropriated huge masses
of proper~y. however, remains as a thorn
in Czech-United States relations to this
very day.

ORIGINALPAPER

Russell As Precursor of Social Changes
by

James E. McKeown
Professor of Sociolog;y

University of Wisconsin -- Parkside

In his writings Bertrand Russell frequent~ demonstrated that he possessed sociological imagination, which C. Wright
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Mills has dlllfined as the ability to use infonnation and reason "to achieve lucid INIIIIIl&tionsof what is going on in
the world. "I

Fond of taking the long view, Russell in Freedom and Organization (1934) attsmpted to trace the main causes of
political changes in the period 18J..4.-l914.Such changes appeared to rise from four sources: economic techniques,
as feudalism, capitalism, and socialism; politioal theories, as legitimacy and dsmocracy; important individuals, as
Metternich and Bismark; and chance or accident in lIhich a rather unimportant occurrence has a great effect, as th~
minor political assassination that set off the chain of international exohanges that led to the First World War.

At the time of the publication of Freedom and Organization, sociologists vere generally aware that sh:l.fts in social
values and behavior represent adjustments to more basic eoonomic and political changes. The role played by the factor
of chance, nevertheless, was to continue to be overlooked until after World War II lIhen statistical analysis came into
vogue. Interestingly, sociologists still do not knowhowto deal with the contribution of the important individual.
It might be added that there is little likelihOod that they will learn to do so as long as the majority of them still
hold that there are no such things as individuals, only group members. While it is true that ThomasCarlyle over-em-
phasized the "great man theory of history", sociologists seem intent upon under-emphasizing it. Russell placed the
important person in perspective, that is, midwaybetween these two extremes.

In his classes at the University of Chicago after World War II Ernest Burgess regularly expressed the hope that
sociology would become a predictive science. Yet as early as 1920 the Third Earl Russell was making forecasts regarding
the future of the Russian Soviet experiment, lIhose methods he had found to be so rough, dangerous, and costly that
they precluded the establishment of a "stable or desirable form of socialism".3 Hence there was to be no bright
tomorrow; instead, there would be any one of three kinds of doomsdays. One would be the ultimate defeat of bolshevism
by the forces of capitalism. Another would be the decisive victory of bolshevism resulting in a Napoleonic-like
imperialistic regime with a complete absence of socialist ideals. While the first would be doomsdayfor bolshevism
and the second would be doomsdayfor capitalism, the third would be characterized by a prolonged world war in which both
would meet their doom. Here, too, "civilization would go under and all its manifestations." 4 It would alomst seem that
Russell in 1920 had seen a horrible vision of atomic warfare a quarter of.a century before it became a reality.

Someyears ago American blacks began to discover identity and roots in the African heritage. Since then various other
racial and ethnic groups have also engaged in heritage-questing, thereby creating a trend. Sociologists, of course,
have noticed this trend and appropriately have raised their voices in praise of "cultural pluralism." More than sixty
years ago, however, in 1917, cultural pluralism was not a trend. In Europe nationalism was at its height; and in
America the "melting pot" concept had emerged. It was then that the famous World War I conscientious objector wrote
in Political Ideals: ''Wedo not want to lay downa pattern or type to lIhich men of ~ll sorts are to be made by some
means or another to approximat~. Thie is the idea of the impatient administrator."

In the later 1960h political sociologists emerged with their principles of conflict and confrontation. This was
roughly about twenty years after 1938 lIhen BR's Power: A NewSocial Analysis appeared.tn this work the concept of
power was given a remarkably simple definition: "the production of :tntended effects." It was then refined into
types: nsmely, prietJy power, kingly power, revolutionary power, economic power, and brute force, which Russell
calls "naked power." 7 PoWer: A NewSocial Analysis would have been an excellent book for the young radicals who were
exercising power in the late 60s to have read. The political sociologists would also have done well to have read it.
Unfortunately few did. Anti-intellectualism and anti-elitism were widespread in both groups; and the Third Earl Russell
was·both intellectual and aristocratic.

It was also in the late 1960's that departments of sociology at American universities vere centers of agitation
against the Viet NamWar. In the early 1960's, however, campuses had been quiet. Faith in the rightness of government
policy, a faith that had emerged as a welcome spark of light in the great economic depression of the 1930' s and had
glowed ardently during World War II, had not yet burned out. In those. early 1960's, nevertheless, Bertrand Russell had
learned about the more than 16,000 American militV advisors in Viet Namand warned about the disastrous consequences
that wou1dresult from escalation of the conflict. He at~empted to promote sentiment against this American involvement
but found little support in England and on the continent. Complacencywas as great there as it was in America.

A Treatise on Russell's social views, of course, must include some references to Marriage and Morals, which appeared
in 1929.and gave him the reputation that led to his being barred from lecturing at the College of the City of NewYork
and at Columbia University. It might be added, nevertheless, that he was quite a visiting celebrity at the University
of Chicago. Marriage and Morals contained predictions of greater liberation of womenand greater reliance both upon
trial marriage and divorce as hedges against unhappiness in marriage. 10 Nowin the late 1970's these predictions
have proven rather accurate. On the other hand, BRpredicted that as the old morality declined" so would prostitution,
and in doing 80 tarnished his record as a forecaster. He greatly underestimated the resilience of the "world I s oldest
profession." 11 >

Bertrand Russell was interested in things sociological. He probably ehould have been a sociologist; and despite his
early training in philosophy he could have becomea sociologist. The doors of, sociology were wide open not just in
the nineteenth century, but well into the twentieth persons from many other fields walked through them. The Frenchman
August Comte, said to be the founder of sociology, had been a mathematician, the Engliehman Herbert Spencer an
engineer, and the GermanGeorg Simmela philosopher. William SumneT,who founded the sociology department at Yale,
was a minister, lIhile Lester Ward, the first head of sociology at BrownUniversity, was a geologist. Then too, there
was Robert Park, a former journalist, lIho ushered in the "golden age of sociology" at the University of Chicago. All
these came to 8Ociology; but why didn't Russell? The answer undoubtedly is that Russell was so well established as a
philosopher, celebrity, and controversial figure that his program was full. He had neither the time nor the need to
fraternize with sociologists.

1. Mills, C. Wright, The Sociological IlIIagination.1.New
York: Grove Press, Inc. 1959, p. 5.

2. Russell, Bertrand, Freedom and Organization - 1814:1914.
London: George Allen and UnwinLtd., pp.7-8.

3. Russell, Bertrand, The Practice and TheOIl of Bolshevism,
London: George Allen and UnwinLtd., p, •

4. Ibid., p, 8.
5. Russell, Bertrand, Political Ideals, NewYork: Simon and

Schuster, 1964, p. 10. Original book was written in 1917.

6. Russell, Bertrand,Power: A NewSocial Ana~ysis,
London: George Allen and Unwin, Ltd. 1938,p. 35.

7. Ibid., p. 50, 75, 41, 123, 39-40.
8. Clark, Ronald W., The Life of Bertrand Russell,

NewYork: Alfred A. Knopf, 1976, p, 615-616.
9. Ibid., pp. 625-628.
10. Russell, Bertrand, Marriage and Morals, NewYork:

Liveright Publishing CorporatJ.on,1929, pp, 78-92,
156-167, 221-239.

11. Ibid., pp. 154-155.
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REPORTSFROMCOMMITTEES(CONTTIlUED)

Library Committee(DonJackanicz, Chairperson):

Elsewhere in these pages are reports on our successful 1978 annual
meeting. The Library had its ownmodest role over those three days--films
were shown, a tape recording of music was presented, photographs were on
display, complimentarymaterials were distributed, books were sold. It
is hoped that the Library fulfilled its promise at least in part by making
available such materials within various media.

As part of the Library report given at Hamilton, it was noted that
recent postal increases as well as the continuing inflationary spiral re-
quired a reevaluation of the Library's prices for sale items and charges
for borrowed items. Thus, it has been decided to add a few cents to the
prices of books and other materials offered for sale. The most recent
issu.e of RSNshould be consulted for current prices. Also, it was agreed
that in addition to paying for postage, a.nd in certain cases (e.g. films)
deposits and rental fees, borrowers will pay a nominal fee dti'ected. toward
meeting the cost of Library expenses. As of August I, 1978, therefore,
a 25¢ borrowing fee will be requested for most items borrowed from the Li-
brary. As well, the cost for renting a film has been increased to $15
plus a refundable $25.00 deposit. Except for films and certain other
materials of considerable value whose fees must be paid in advance of ship-
ment, borrowers will be informed of the exact fee involved whenmaterials
are mailed to them. payment should be madewhenreturning what has been
borrowed. It is hoped that these price increases will not be misunderstood
or discourage borrowing and sales. It should be rememberedthat for over a
year, except for films, wehave offered items 1'or member-s!borrow:iilgat only
the cost of postage. Following this experimental period it is time to draw
the conclusion that small fees must be charged to insure the proper func-
tioning of the Library. With the sales program, on the other hand, price
increases are to be expeeted from time to time; but memberswill recall
that these books are available at discounted prices. Should any member
have commentsto offer concerning this announcementof increased prices
and a newbOrrowingfee, they will be most welcometo send them to the
Library.

With regret it must be said that we are yet awaiting shipments from
SpokesmanBooksand Allen & Unwin. Membershave ordered a variety of books,
but someof these have not been mailed out simply because the Library has
itself not received them. The patience of purchasers is appref:dated. As
soon as materials are received by the Library they will be mailed out •

•
In association with the Audio-Visual Committee, the Library is working

toward.making formerly available records and films of Russell available
once again. Also being developed are plans for a possible recording of
GrahamWhettamSinfonia Contra Timore. Such activities require quite a
bit of time and effort. Again, any thoughts or proposals which members
might have would be welcomed.

As always, the Library, or more properly I, the Librarian, look for-
ward to hearing from members. Your contributions, borrowings, purchases,
inquiries, and criticisms are together the measure of what the Library is
doing and should do.

Foundedat the December1975 annual meeting. the BRSLibrary was origi-
nally intended to be a lending library offering materials relevant to the
life, thought and work of Russell. In 1977 the Library was given its second
responsibility of distributing BRS-sponseredwritings. Also in 1977 the Li-
brary began a sales program. The fourth and most recent delegation of work
dates from 1978 with the organization of a separate collection of materials
docuaentmg the BRS's history. It is not the purpose of the Library to COI!l-
pete with the Russell Archives, any other library or bookseller, or the pri-
vate collections of indiViduals. Rather, the Library simply aims to be a
convenient center of Russelliana capable of meeting our association's needs.

1. The Lending Library. Ev~ memberis invited to donate whatever
materials he or she would'like to share with others. While the collection
grows chiefly through the contributions of individuals, BRSfunds are appro-
priated from time to time for the purchase of comparatively rare or expen-

. sive items. Also welcoBeare monetary gifts from membersfor purchases. A
nuaber of books and other materials have been contributed by publishers and
other organizations. Booksby and about Russell are the most desbtal:!le 118.-

terials for the leilding library, but there is muchmore worth acquiriilg.
Significantly, the first item. contributed was a fUB. Articles from period-
icals, phonographrecords, tape recordings, photographs, newspaper clippings,
in addition to books and films. are the kinds of things cOBprising the lending
library. Most borrowing makesuse of the mail. The borrower pays for the
cost of postage and any other necessary charges as, for exaaple, insurance
for'certain items. A nominal fee, varying from item to item, is charged to
provade for Library expenses. Films and certain other materials require a
refundable deposit and a rental fee. An interested borrower ehould write to
the Librarian makinga request with someestimate of howlong the ite.('s) bor-
rowed will be kept. BecoaaendedmaximUJIIborrowing periods are three weeks for
printed matter and one week for all other items. Whenmaterials are returned,
paymentfor postage and any other charges should ~ paid; however, deposits
and rental fees, whenapplicable, must be paid in advance. It is expected
that all borrowers will respect what they receive and that they will return
all materials within a reasonable time and in good condition.

II. Promoting Scholarship and the BRS. Scholarly and more popular writ-
ings about Russell, the BRS,and related topics are distributed through the
Library to membersand interested non-members. While soae of these writings
are complimentary, others are for sale. Papers presented at BRS-sponsered
symposiaare examples of these materials. With this activity Russell research
and popularization are encouraged and the BRSreceives worthdlle publicity.

III. The Sales Program. A variety of books and other IIaterials by and
about Russell can be purchased through the Library. Most are usually availa-
ble to membersat a discount. Anyprofit realized is directed to the BRS
Treasury and allocated for Library use. The Newsletter gives inforl!lation on
current offerings and prices. To order, write to the Librarian with par-ent•

TV. The BRSArchives. For historical purposes the Library has organ-
ized a collection of BRSdocuaent.s and other materials. EX8lIIplesof this col-
lection's contents are correspondence, Newsletters, posters, and Binutes.

All membersare encouraged to write with requests and co.-ents. Every
contribution to the lending library will be gratefully received a.ndacknow-
ledged. Purchase orders are always welcomea.ndare filled as promptly as pos-
sible. Interest and support shownby individual membersare appreCiated. and
are vital for the success of the Library's work.
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1978 ANNUAL MEETrso (CONTllIUED)

Bertrand Russell's "Anti-Semitism"

by
Harry Ruja

Abstract of paper read at the annual meeting of the Bertrand
Russell Soci~ty, Hamilton, Ontario, May 20, 1978.

In an article in Commentary for July 1976, Sidney Hook, long-time
opponent of Russell's on political issues, branded Russell as "touched
with anti-Semitism." He came to this conclusion after reading Clark's
recent Life of Bertrand Russell.

He based this indictment on disparaging remarks about Jews Russell
transmitted in private letters to Lady Otto1ine Morrell and on a state-
ment calling for Israel's condemnation as an aggressor which Russell
signed and released to the press'in late.January 1970, two days before
his death.

As for the uncomplimentary remarks, Jews feel threatened by anti-
Semitism primarily when it extends beyond private feelings into public
action. Hook does not maintain that any of Russell's public actions
were anti-Semitic.

Indeed, on a number of occasions BR made public his appeals to
the Soviet authorities to abandon certain policies ddsc.rdmf.natLng against
Jews--e.g., placing obstacles in the path of Jewish cultural developments,
accusing an extravagant number of Jews of "economic crimes" against the
state, and of separating families. In 1953 he made a moving address at
a ceremony in London memorializing the martyrs of the Warsaw Ghetto,
declaring "I feel the tragedy most profoundly with a feeling of shame
that such things had happened and we had not prevented them."

As to the statement regarding Israeli aggressibn against Egypt,
he failed to take account of facts which would have produced a contrary
conclusion.

Item: Israel's bombing was against military targets, not civilian
ones (even the Arabs did not claim that).

•Item: The action was a response to Egyptian shelling of Israeli
locations which started nearly eight months ¥rlier and which constituted
a violation of the cease-fire agreement of June 1967, producing by
December 1969, fifty Israeli casualties per week.

Item: Israel had not sought "expansion by force of arms" but had
in the two wars preceding the 1970 War of Attrition sought to defend
itself against Arab attempts (freely professed) to "annul" Israel

"altogether," to "root out the Zionist cancer," to "throw the Jews into
the sea for good," and "to establish a final solution to the Jewish
problem." (Documentation of all of these available.)

Item: The "expansion" was not a reality anyway, for, except for
East Jerusalem, none of the territories acquired as a result of the
Arab failures to liquidate Israel were annexed to Israel but were held
in trust, as it were, until "secure and recognized boundaries" (in the
UN's phrase) could be achieved by negotiation.

Item: The Jews did not drive the Arabs from their homes. They
left at the urging of their leaders who expected quite plausibly to
overrun the just-born Jewish state in a short time. When their effort
failed and a peace agreement was not forthcoming, Arabs who left their
homes became refugees and were forced by their own kinsmen to remain
refugees as a cynical instrument of power politics. Israel, in contrast,
in 1948 extended a hand of friendship to its Arab inhabitants in its
Declaration of Independence and has offered repeatedly to participate in
discussions leading to a solution of the refugee problem in the context
of a peace settlement.

enoo•...
~
z
iRussell expressed a noble sentiment in calling at the end of his

statement for a new world campaign to bring justice to the long-suffering
people of the Middle East. But he failed to understand that Arab refusal
to recognize the validity of Jewish national aspirations has prevented
that and that in consequence not only have the Arab Palestinians suffered
but the Jewish Palestinians as well.

However this may be, none of this in my oplnlon is sufficent grounds
for accusing Russe11·ofanti-Semitism. Neither was it the opinion of the
London Jewish Chronicle. or the Israeli newspaper Ha~aretz, or many other
newspapers and journals, Jewish and non-Jewish, which mourned the passing
of this great champion of freedom and rationa1ity--in a word--humanity.
Even when at times his facts w~re awry, his sentiments were always noble.

* * * * *
Sidney HOOk's article in CODDllentary is reproduced in NLl2-62.
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Reinhardt, and Warren Smith. Membersnot pre.SIlt were Ken Rlack.well, Mart.in
(larBtGlls, Joe Neilands, Gary Slezak, and Katharine Tait.

1978 ANNUALMEETING(CONTINUED)

(d) The report of the Scholarehip AwardsCOIIlIIlIittee,.. giTen b7 Jack Pitt.
He distributed a sheet ~<tillist:l.ng SeTGIllIlotions pertaining to the

. Travelling Fellowship Program. These SeTenlIlotions were fo:rua1ly placed be- .
fore the Board by Lee Eisler, seconded by" BobDavis, and unaniIIIoue],yaceept,ed.

---_ ....------- -
(e) Warren Smith next, reported on the Audio-Visual and Administration Coa-

The Board of Directors of the Bertrand Russell Society, Inc. met in two mittee. He supplied general information on GrahamWhettam's Sinfonia Contra
separate sessions on Friday, May19 and Saturday, May20, '1978 in RoomlAl of Timore and explored the means by which the BRScould produce a recording of
the Health Sciences Centre of McMasterUniversity, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. it. Discussion ensued on the financing and distribution of such a recording.

Twoopposing views were aired: (1) that this composition is a meaningful
musical tribute to Russell; that the work in itself has artistic merit and
should be madeavailable to a larger public; that puulicity for the ERScould
be engendered through a successful recording; that a potentially substantial
profit might be realized from the sale of such recordings; and. (2) that the
BRSshould not become invo1ved in new,and complexundertakings when exist ing ,
ones have yet to be consolidated; that the BRSwould be furthering the career
of a composerof whomlittle is known; that the distribution of recordings is
problematic and can result in losses as well as profits. It was finally moved
by BobDavf.a, seconded by Lester E. Denonn, and unanimously accepted that War-
ren is to investigate further the possibility of the BRSproducing a recording

After Peter's opening remarks which included a warning that BRSfinances of the Whettamcomposition and that recognition be accorded to Warren's vol-
are weak, Steve Reinhardt presented the Treasurer' s report. Memberswere re- untarily madeoffer that he be responsible for any financ1aJ. loss which aay
ferred to Russell Society Newsfor periodic detailed accounts of income and result from a BRS-sponseredWhettamrecording. It was movedby BobDavis,
expenditures. Steve concentrated on suggesting methods by which income could seconded by Jack Pitt, and unanimously accepted that the Audio-Visual and
be increased and by which present income could be used more economically. He Administration Committee shall investigate the possibility of the BRSrere-

(a)recommendedthat independent audits of Treasury operations be regularly made. leasing out-of-print recordings of Russell.

(b) Lee Eisler gave reports for the Information and MembershipCommittees. (f) Lee Eisler reopened the previous evening's disuussion of increasing
Noting that the BRShad 184 members, he explained that a minimumof 200 meJllbers dues. Thiw topic led to consideration of the work of the Fiaance COlllllittee
are required for eligibility for non-profit organization postal rates. Lee chaired by Peter Cranford. It was movedby Jack Pitt. seconded by Lee Eisler,
elaborated on advertising practices and cited statistics indicating inquiry and and unaniJp.ouslyaccepted that Warren Smith and BobDavis shall be Co-Chair-
membershiptrends. persons of a newCommitteeresponsible for fund-raising. It was movedby Jack

Pitt, seconded by Bob Davis, and unanimously accepted that any pi:!8Msed~·1lhtiJIces
in diles shall first be discussed at length by the new Committeeresponsible
for fund-raising and that this Committee shaJ.l present a report on dues refor.
to the Board by August 31, 1978.

Minutes of the 1978 Annual Meeting of Directors
of

The Bertrand RuSiiell Society, Inc.

Friday, May19

The hesident of the Board, Peter Cranford, called the first session to
order at 10:07 p.m. The following twelve Board memberswere present: Peter
Cranford, KenBlackwell, BobDavis, Lester E. Denonn, Lee Eisler, Ed Hopkins,
Martin Garstens, Don Jackanicz, Dan McDonald,Jack Pitt, Steve Reinhardt, and
Warren Smith. Membersnot present were Joe Neilands, Gary Slezak, and Katha-
rine Tait.

(c) In general discussion, the question of whether dues should be increased
was studied. Topics touched upon included howmore fuming could be obtained
and how increased membershipand renewals could be encouraged. A proposal to
eetablish a new Finance COIIIIIitteewas inconclusively discussed. The session
was adjourned at il: 50 p.m.

Saturday, May20

Peter Cranford called the second session tb arder at 5:00 p.m. The fol-
lowing ten Board memberswere present: Peter Cranford, BobDavis, Leeter E.
Denonn, Lee Eisler, Ed Hopkins, DonJackanicz, DanMcDonald,Jack Pitt, Steve

(g) The next order of business .was the nomination and.election of officers.
Each of the following officers-elect was unanimously elected: '

__ Chairman of the Board of D1rectors-----Peter Cranford
(Nominatedby Lee Eisler, seconded by Jack Pitt)

Secretary of the Board of Directors----Don Jackanicz
(Lee Eisler. Jack Pitt)

President------------------------------Bob Davis
(DonJackanicz, Lee Eisler)
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Vice President----------------------~---Warren Smith
(Lee Eisler, Bob Davis) ,

Treasurer--------------------------------Steve Reinhardt
(Bob.;Davis, wa.h-~Ii1,Smith) "-

,-- SeR~~ta±y------~~~-~~---------~---~-~~~7Don Jackanicz '
, (Bob Davis, w'Cl.:!'XenSmith)' '/'"

(h)It w/l.$meved by Bdb~;~viS",seconded by Ed Hopkins, and unanimously acce~-l!ed
-ihata'PiLrliamentary and Elections Committee be formed with Lee Eisler as _
Chairperson~ Lee! appointed Warren Smith to assist in this Committee's work.
It was then moved by Lee Eisler, seconded by Bob Davis, and unanimously ac-
cepted that terms of officers~elect shall begin on January 1 bf the year
following their election.

It was informally agreed that Don Jackanicz, the Secretary-elect,
would. assist Jack Pitt, the incumbent Secretary, in preparing minutes of the
1978 Board of Directors and general meetings. Also, it was informally agreed

(i}that Jack Pitt and Ed Hopkins will work with Bob Davis to locate a new Chair-
person for the Applied Philoso!hy Committee. Problems of financing were again
discussed. The question was posed which" officers have the power to sign BRS
checks, no conclusive answer was agreed upon. Steve Reinhardt announced that
he would be on vacation for seven weeks beginning about July 4 and therefore
unable to act in his capacity as Treasurer. Board members were advised to make
any necessary arrangements with Steve before that date. The final topic of
discussion concerned the site and date of the 1979 meeting. It was decided
to postpone a decision with the expectation that the general membership will
make its preferences known within sufficient time for planning purposes. The
meeting concluded at 7:61 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

August I, 1978

The ,Travelling Fellowsh~ Profram:
,,1 Proposa18 by Jack Pi t

'~{"f ·~.:t;"';'"::i.

(j )"~t~irikth~ usefuiquestiCiri(~!ia"sk isild~ 'shfllltne~havel1ing
.'Fello~~hip Program ('rEP):",swingillto' opera~ion (rather tha\HJ:iiy'tthas 'not
, done so). You vshou Ld have the-~'dor 'documcnt;s,pertin~,nt to tlle'I'rogram

which I have duplicated aridvdi.strLbu t ed to remind us' of the point we had
reached last year. I shall now advance some proposals aimed at establishing
the Program as a reality in the coming year.

Motion 1 That the Chair of tne TFP assume tne responsibilities and
duties of the Grant Committees. (This person may enlist the help of other
interested members, would continue to report annually to the Board, and
would keep the President up to date regarding actions taken. In particular,
no funds exceeding fifty dollars would be spent without prior authorization
of the President.)

Motion 2 That the Chair of TFP be required
Selection Committee of at least three scholars of
reputation to judge Fellowship applications. The
an ex officio member of this Committee.

to assemble a Fellowship
national/international
Chair would function as

g
!

Motion 4 That the previously adopted motion of setting aside $1.50 of !
each member's annual dues to go towards the TFP be implemented beginning ~
July 1st 1978. ~.

Motion 3 That the chair of the TFP be authorized to ~~cute the,
fund~raising plans.

Motion 5 (a) that funds earmarked for the TFP not be spent in any ~
other way, and (b) that such funds already so spent be replaced within
the current fiscal year from non-TFP sources.

Motion 6 That efforts continue to effect a compossible relation with
McMaster University as stated in Motion 6 on this topic at the previous
m~cting.

Motion 7 That efforts be made to establish similarly compossible
relations with Universities ~hich either house Russell material of interest
or have on their faculties persons with recognized and exceptional knowledge
of some aspect of Russell's work or of his historical period.

* * * * * *
These proposals were accepted at the Meeting of Directors.
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1978 ANNUALMEETJNG(CONTINUED)

Minutes of the 1978 Annual Meeting of Members
of

The Bertrand Russell Society. Inc.

The fifth annual business meeting of the Bertrand Russell Society, Inc.
was held Friday, May19 through Sunday. May21, 1978 at McMasterUniversity,
HaJIlilton, Ontario, Canada.

Friday, May19

The first session was called to order in RoomlAl of the Health Sciences
Centre at 71 JO p.m. by KenBlackwell, Russell Archivist. He introduced Peter
Cranford, Chairmanof the BRSBoard of Directors, Dean A. Berland, Chairmanof
the Russell Archives Advisory Board, and Dr. liilliaJll Ready, University Librar-
ian. DeanBerland welcomedthe BRSon behalf of McMasterUniversity. Enti-
tling his talk "A Challenge to the BRS", Dr. Readyexamined the developnent of
the Russell Archives; he also explained that the papers of Sidney Hookwere
nowavailable for $750 and in effect challenged the BRSto raise funds toward
their purchase. A film, The Life and Times of Bertrand Russell, wai:lthen pre-
sented. With President BobDavis nowchairing the session, the remainder of
the evening was devoted to a general discussion of Russell's personal quali-
ties and concerns and howthey are related to the aims and work of the BRS.
The session was adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Saturday, May20

Since a sizeable numberof memberswere present at an 8:00 a.m. breakfast
in the Green Roomof the Health Sciences Centre, it was decided to begin the
second session at that time and place. ChairmanPeter Cranford presided and

(a)was the first speaker. He concentrated on the problems of BRSfinancing, stat-
(b)ing that there is a deficit. Lee Eisler. the Chairperson of the Information

and MembershipCommittees, next presented statistics on memberrecruiting, en-
rollments, and renewals. (About one memberout of two renews membership.) He
reported on results of magazine advertising: Atlantic Monthly and Saturday Re,..
view will be dropped; Atlas, Harper's, Mensa, The Nation, and The Newl!epublic
will be retained. He state<!.his appreciation of the fine work that Beverly
Smith has been doing as Co-Chairperson of the M~bership Committee: during
the past year she has answered 400 inquiries and enrolled seventy-three new
members. all of which represents a contribution to the BRSof many, manyhours
of work and reflects a strong desire to help the BRSfunction effectively.
Next, Harry Ruja proposed to offer an honorary presidency or membership
to a celebrated person such as an eminent philosopher.

(c) Discussion briefly returned to matters of financing as Peter Cranford recom-
mendedconsidering a reduction of activities, for example by decreasing the
size of Russell Society News. as an alternative to in=easing expenses and, by
implication. increasing dues and developing other income sources. A report on

(d) the BRSLibrary' was given by DonJackanicz. He reviewed the work of the lend-
ing library and the sales prograa] requested $280 in Trea,sury funds to purchase
two Russell films whoseprice has continued to in=ease; told of discovering a
film of Russell on Meet the Press; congratulated Peter Cranford whose paper.
"The Relevance of Bertrand Russell to Psychology". has been well received by
professionals learning of it through advertisements in the AmericanPsycholog-
ical Association Monitor; expressed the hope that similar brief papers will be
written for professionals in other fields as an introduction to Russell; and
supported proposals to produce records or tapes of out-of-print Russell records
and the GrahaJllWhettaJllsymphonydedicated to Russell.

At 9:15 a.m. membersreassembled in RoomlAl with BobDavis presiding.
A short film. Bertrand Russell Discusses Ha ineas, was shown. The following
were matters discussed or proposals madeand or acted upon: f:f

lit
lit
CI\j

(e)

Lee Eisler suggested that annual meetings be held during the
first six months of a year to avoid the possibility that meet-
ings might becomespaced too close to one another.
Membersvoiced their prefer_ces concerning the site and date
of the 1979 meeting. Cities proposed included Hamilton, New
York, Chicago, PhiladelIhia, Boston, San Francisco, and Austin.
Somemembersexpressed opposition to meeting in states whose
legislatures have not passed the Equal Rights Ata:endment.JIlea-
bers will vote on the 1979 meeting site and date via a 11&11
ballot.

-- BobDavis mentioned the possibility of organizing a charter
tour of Britain in which places associated with Russell would
be visited.

-- Ken Blackwell proposed approaching the Bertrand Russell Peace
Foundation through ChristoIher Farley to learn details of Rus-
sell's Plas Penrhyn house which has been put up for sale fol-
lowing Edith Russell's death. BobDavis and DonJackanicz are
to investigate this.

-- The problems of the AwardsCommitteewere reviewed, especially
the fact that noth1lig,G1', sabstance had been accomplished by
this Committee. Gladys Leithauser proposed a BRSbook award,
a suggestion receiving general approval; Nick Griffin proposed
a BRSAwardfor Folly which manythought could attract media
attention. However, no decisions were reached.
It was movedby Martin Garstens, seconded by Peter Cranford,
and unanimously accepted to offer Dora Russell honorary mem-
bership.
It was movedby Lee Eisler, seconded by Harry Ruja, and unan-
imously accepted to increase the membershipof the Board of
Directors to a minimumof six and a maximumof twentr-four per-
sons. (The previous numbers were three ani fifteen.)

~.
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LASTMINUTENEWS

A. J. Ayer.We have just received word - and a welcome word it is - that Sir Alfred Ayer has accepted an invitation
to become an honorary member. He qualifies for honorary membership under Article II, Section 2 (III).

He has admired, and been influenced by, BR's views, for some 50 years (RSNl8-l1), and has written many philosophical
volumes, including Language, Truth and Logic (1936),The Problem of Knowledge (1956). Russell and Moore: The Analytical
Heritage (1971), The Central Questions of Philosophy (1973). He is Professor of Logic at Oxford, and a Fellow of the
British ACAdemy.For much more about him, see The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, London: Macmillan, 1967.

The BRSBylaws require "approval by two-thirds of the members voting." Please use the Ballot, Part 4, last page.
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BALLOT

This ballet. is in 4 parts. Please read each part before mailing.

Part 1. Election of Directors

8 persons are to be elected to the Board of Directors, for 3-year terms starting 1/1/79. Please make a checkmark
next to the names of those candidates listed below whomyou wish to vote for. Brief remarks about each candidate
are given in (39).

(l<) Peter G. Cranford
(x.) Robert K. Davis
()(} Lee Eisler

()<) Martin Garstensoo James E. McKeown
(Y) Harry Ruja

(;() Gary Slezak
(X) Beverly C. Smith

Part 2. Time and place of 1979 Meeting

(Please skip this part of the ballot if you are certain you will not attend the 1979 Meeting. On the other hand, if -IJ

there is a possibility _ even though it's only a slight possibility - that you may attend, please do not skip it.) ~

Write "1" next to your first choice, "2" next to your second choice.

Place: ( ) Boston
(2.) Chicago
(I ) Hamilton
( ) NewYork
( ) Philadelphia
( ) Washington
( ) other _

( ) December 1978
( ) January 1979
( ) February 1979
( ) March 1979
( ) April 1979
( ) May1979
( ) June 1979
( ) July 1979
( ) August 1979

Time: Ig-
oo

I will not be able to come on the following weekend(s) : _

Part 3. BobDavis' guest ions o
~

~
oM
oo

UJ

1. What talks or programs would you-like to see on the agenda of the 1979 Annual Meeting? _

Would a panel of students from Beacon Hill School interest you? y~S Have you any other observations
or recommendations for the 1979 Meeting?, _

r2. he possibility of a fIRS-sponsored trip to Britain next summerwas discussed and has met with some enthusiasm.
Wouldyou be interested in such a trip? W 0 Whenwould be a good time for you to take sllch a trip?

ty a'n\l Here is a tentative list of places to visit. Please circle ones that interest you: London--
Osford Cambridge Nottingham(BR Peace Foundation) North Wales (Penrhyndeudraeth) WoburnAbbey(Russell family
estate, and reatest "stately home" rivately owned and open to the public). Other suggestions G l" el\. i

° ""'0,,1 "1' ), (I e. 0

3. Wediscussed establishing a BRSAward for a book that expresses well some issue or interest that BR addressed.
Doyou have a nominee for such an award?_".....,...,,-__ ....,.,..,.-...,,, _
Wouldyou be interested in serving on a selection committee? _

4.A BRSFolly Awardwas also suggested. Such an award has intriguing possibilities, but will, it seems to me,
be difficult to handle correctly. Do you have any nominees for such an award? _

5. Vleare establishing a committee to explore the teaching of philosophy in high schools. Have you an~tions
f?r books, essays, etc., that might be of value in such a course? f,cz"t"'s,:h ~ !!\fW"uy-' "MI q",c 6f1..:4jP,/j
oui '1..1 ~, pllJ 1 " 4iJ~ 1')\( tJ.. Jade/h" ():Jcplttt

Part 4. Honorary memberships

Honorary membersmust be approved by two-thirds of the membersvoting. Please make a checkmark below, to show
your approval or disapproval.

A. J. Ayer Check one: ~ Approve
( ) Disapprove

Paul Edwards Check one: eo Approve
( ) Disapprove


