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NEXTANNUALMEETING

!!8Y 19-21,1978 is the date to save. It's the date of the 1978 Annual
Meeting, at McMasterUniversity, Hamilton, Ontario, where the Russell
Archives are.

Wehad hoped to provide more details at this time, but they are not yet
available. Wewill provide details - on what events are scheduled, how
to make reservations, costs, etc. -in the next issue, which we expect to
mail at least a month before the Meeting.

Of this muchwe are pretty certain: the events will start Friday evening
and continue till Sunday noon. •

Those who cometo McMaster in May will not only have the satisfaction
of participating in a BRS Meeting; they will also be able to browse in
the Russell Archives. This is no small treat. There you can see just about
eve" book ever published by or about Ha, &s"well as many Jilotos, letters,
manuscripts. Andyou can hear the great man himself on records and tapes.

Wehope you can make it. .

Testimonial. BIL!.YOUNGpUblishes"!he SEAJourna.l" for The Society of
Evangelical Agnostics (Box 612, Fresno, CA93709). Here is some of what
he had to say in his October 1977 issue (p.7) about the 1977 BRS Annual
Meeting:

Your editor attended the annual conference in Los Angeles this year
and found the pleasure of good companyas well as the excitement of
complete :i:Dlnesion in Russelliana for a day.

Doesn't that make you want to cometo McMaster in Mq?

Lee Eisler Editor Pa. 18036
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RECENT EVEtIl'S

Phi10so}hers at work. For a report on the latest BRS Symposiumat APA,
see {14 •

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS

ChairmanPeter G. Cranford reports:

The chief over-all problem for the society is what direction it
should now take. Presently, we have close to 200 members of considerable
intellectual merit. The size of the membership seems stable but it is a
false stability. Lee Eisler has been successful in recruiting but as fast
as he recruits at one end we are losing members at the other. Primarily
this is occuring because the major area of compossiblity between the society
and its members is the exchange of information and ideas. This the news-
letter does superbly. What is lacking is that, unlike Christ, we have not
yet reached the point where the total membership is going "about doing good".

This is not quite completely accurate. We have kept Russell's ideas
alive and have done what we have reason to believe will ultimately result
in good. We have succeeded in stimulating increased interest about Russell
in philosophy and are slowly but surely making psychologists aware of
Russell's neglected panoramic thinking in their field. -

But this is not enough for the future. There is much to be done •••
but precisely in what area'? This was the question which Jack Pitt and I
have been mulling over both by telephone and in person. What w~ came up
with was not completely new. In fact it was simply an extension of the
founders' thoughts at their first meeting in New York in 1974. Although
we decided that to begin with we would limit ourselves to "spreading Russell's
ideas", we thought, further, that we had an obligatilon to offer younger geaera-
tions an applied, rational alternative to the self-destructive mysticism of
the 60's in which the young followed a succession of Pied Pipers who played
weird tunes in praise of mental and emotional masturbation. For many this
led to at best, a useless life or at worst, "freaking out" in hospitals,
prisons, mental institutions, and exploitive religions.

I think we are now ready to move into the second phase of our activi-
ties •••the. active promulgation of an applied philosophy. But before we do
this we must broaden our present activist base •••as Tom Taskonis has suggested
(among other good things) in his letter of 12/11/77 to 'Lee Eisler. To do this
we need a system of communication that would keep us all currently informed.
George Carter has provided us with a key lead that has promise:

"Another possibility is NSF's Office of Science Information (Dr. Bill
Savin). They are funding operational trials of a computer conferencing system.
Basically a grant from this office would allow the BRS to establish a computer
communications network among about 40 of its members to discuss as a group
the proposed activity, say the establishment of a science of applied philoso-
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phy. The participants would type their commentsinto a computer terminal
(supplied by NSF)which would be stored by a central computer. Since the
computer stores the contributions over time, participants can contribute
and peruse the proceedings at their convenience. Other features of the
conferencing system would permit computer production of the BRSnewsletter.
NSFwill only pay all the bills on this for 18 months, but it could be an
interesting experiment for the Society. Usually the grants (about 75K)are
madeto established scientific discipliens, but the group of people involved
are an exceedingly open-mindedlot whoI think could be persuaded to support
a conference designed to create a newscience."

Jack and I with the approval of our president, BobDavis, have a
tentative plan for pushing the idea of an applied philosophy. First, I
should mention that "weare not alone". Jack has discovered that there is
quite an active group at Amherstmovingin the sarnedirection. Bobhas
appointed Jack to organize a symposiumof the highest order at the coming
meeting at McMaster,bringing together the best thinkers we can interest
to discuss the idea of an applied philosophy. Weare aware that we are
talking of helping to create a newdiscipline. There should be a place
in this venture for all our membersinterested in establishing an area
of ethics which can serve as the core of a philosophical system acceptable
to all people. This means,of course, enlisting the help of prominent
leaders whosee such a system as a laudable goal for all humanity. Ynis
certainly inclUdes the religious and educational eommunity.

Jack and I do not have any idea howthis is to be financed, but like
Franklin D. Roosevelt said whenEleanorasked him where he was to get the
moneyfor a memorial to himself, "It will cornefrom somewhere-. Wethought
we might get the moneyfrom Health, Education, and Welfare, but we have been
turned downby Dr. Klerman. Werequested a grant to examinethe feasibility
of establishing an applied philosophy discipline and of using-unemployed
Ph.D.'s to establish a clinical philosophy. He said we were premature.

(6a)
President Robert K. Davis reports:

Plans are developing for the AnnualMeeting, at McMaster.Lester Denonn
has confinned that he will talk about his ownRussell Libloary(ttRoaming
in my Russell Library: SomeAdjectives, Adverbs, and Descriptive Phrases
Applied to Bertrand Russell"). David Harley will talk about ''E1iucational
Theory and BeaconHill School", which was the subject of his doctoral
dissertation. Other topics are bfting solicited. By the time you read this,
I will\.have visited Chicago and ewYork in planning this meeting.

In NovemberI visited San Francisco and a-kelq, to attend the BRS-
sponsored talk by Zhores Medvedev followed.b7 buffet supper at the Neilands.
Amy Block is covering this event elsewhere in this issue (1.3). I was
tortunate in having a good deal ot time alone with Medvedev.Hewas
curious about the ffiS and glad to knowthat we enjoy good relations with
the BRPeace Foundation. He respects them very much, apparently for
publishing his books and for their aid in the struggle for rights in Russia.

Since he is an eminent gerontologist, I asked him what things the
individual should do to live a long life. His reply" watch your diet,
exercise,don't drink to excess and don't smoke."Weall Plow about these
things, but here it is tram an expert. I told him about BR: BRsaid
he did nothing consciously to prolong lite, smoked.his pipe incessantly
tram 21 on, and drank seven RedHackle scotches a day; yet he lived to
be 97. Medvedevsaid, yes, but if he hadn't done those things he would
probably have lived another 10 years! Whichmeanshe would still be with us.

(6b)
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(6e)

BR apparently believed in the importance of heredity in this matter;
he recommendedthat the first thing one should do, to live a long life,
was to "choose one's ancestors wisely." There are numerousexamplesof
lo:ng.;.livedRussells, including centenarians. MedvedeyaDd I discussed
this aspect; I mentionedElizabeth Russell, the lOa-year old transvestite
that we· reprinted an 19th Century article on in the last issue. (NLI6-4l)

later I mailed photocopies of someof BR's commentson old age to
Medyedey.He informedmethat he woulduse sameof the material in a
popular book on aging that he is writing.

The BRS has imported seyeral copies of Medvedev'stwo books published by
the FoundationlNational Frontiers and International Scientific COI!!oOperation"
and"Secrecyof Correspondenceis Guaranteed by' Law." I ownboth of these
books and recommendthem to maibers whoare interested in the dissident
movementin the Russian scientific cOJllllUl1ity.Thq are also, interesting
&s"detective" literature, showinghowhe sorted out the truth against
the regime'~ will. Th.,..are tor sale by the BRS Libr&17.
. I have recentlyr8adftThe We of William 1,QrdRussell" (18i9) by 1,Qrd
John Russell ~ HR'sgr8nd!ather. This is an interesting account of the
Russell beheaded in 1683by Charles II. Russell had opposedthe increasingly
arbitrary behavior ot the King. In that year, there was an abortive plot
by the Dukeof Monmouth,a bastard child of Charles', to take the throne,
to prevent Charles' brother, James (JUles II of the Glorious Revolution
of 1688) f'rominheriting the throne. The evidence of Russell's canplicity
was inadequate, but he was executed an;yway.

WhatI found most intersting was Chapter One, which gave the early history
ot the Russell family. The oldest record. is apparently of a John Russell
(the namesJohn and William recur frequently) in 1221. Later in the 13th
Oentury, another Russell entered PariIament, as did others in following
centuries. In the 16th Century, another John Russell se"ed HenryVIII
as a gentlemanof the privy-chamberand in other capacities. Hewas knighted
in 1522and madeLord.R.ssell (an earl) in 1539, and acquired the Abbey
ot Tavistock. Hebenefited. frCillllHenr;r's Reformationand destruction of the
old nobility. WhenHenrydied, John wasmadeone of the 16 executors of
his will, and acquired WoburnAbbq, the great family estate atill owed
by the Dukesot Bedford. The tamily participated in the intereeting and
turbulent life of succeeding reigns. The executed William's son was awanted
the dukedomafter the Glorious Revolution as an honor to William.

BR'lS title (Earl Russell) camefrom his grandfather, Lord John Russell,
whowas awardedthe earldomfor his service in Victorian times. W. need
a newbiography ot IDrd John, a muchneglected. figure ot the time:

I wouldlike to mention mt. sadness on learning of the death of Countess
Russell (Edith). I met her twice, first in 1972, at the Centenary Celebration
at McMaster,and again at Christmas time 1976. Wehad exchangeda number
of letters. She was devoted to her husband's work, and whenshe perceived
the nature of our Society, ,ave it W&1"Dlsupport.WhenI visited her at
Plas Penrhyn(1976) (NLl.3-8J, she seemedhealthy and vigorous, and I was
surprised at the newsof her cleath.

Wesent .yoUa coPTof the Helsinki accords, with NIJ..6.For those with a
serious interest in the dissident moY.ent, J high:q recamaenda IIII&1l
magazine fromthe KhronikaPress,-! Chrol'lic~eof HUJII&IlRights in the
U.S.S.R." (505 Bighth Ayewe, NewYork,IIY10018.) It is a quarterly put
out by dissidents in both the West and the'Stiviet Union, available in
English and in Russian. SOBlerecognisa'&lenamescorrbrlbuting to the last
issue:' Pavel LitvillO't, Andrei Sakharoy, nadimir Bukovsk;y,Andrei
Amalrik,.Yuri Orlov, •.Uld RoyMedved..,..(RoyMedvedev'.b09ks - ud brother
ZhoresI..... are aYailable from the lBS Library. Thq are published by
SpokesmanBooks.)

(60)

(6d)



They are trying to persuade you that despotism can be peaceloving, that
leaders who have made lies, slander and unlawful violence the professional
occupation of hundreds of thousands of persons, sincerely wish to respect their
external obligations. They are telling you: "Be realistic. 'Don't forget how
strong we are. Don't drag morality into politics. Leave that for sermons on
Sunday. Is it sensible to notice things which we are trying to hide and to talk
openly about them? That can complicate detente."

The choice is simple in moral terms, although not so easy in the context
of traditional politics.

But if liberty once again becomes a bargaining chip in the political game ~
somebody else's liberty, and your predecessors have contributed to the loss of
many persons' liberty by such an attitude - remember this: the base attempt
to bargain away somebody else's liberty inevitably threatens the loss of your
own.

A STATEMENT FROM POLITICAL PRISONERS
IN PERM CAMP 36

The West faces an unavoidable choice which will establish the moral as well
as the political climate in Europe and the world for a long time to come. Al-
though this choice is linked to questions abou t political prisoners and inalien-
able human rights, its main focus is not the fate of several thousand hostages
confined in labor camps or still living outside in the "big zone" of wrongdoing,
violence and lies. The central issue is the value attached to freedom and law by
persons who are accustomed to their secure enjoymen t.

Before the eyes of the whole world, the Communist Bloc's irresponsible
political leaders cynically disregard international obligations .and brazenly
violate their own laws in the dark of closed courtrooms, concealing their crimes
behind false and empty words about service to the people, about some, higher
form of democracy.

Does the West wish, in pursuit of fragile and temporary safety, of transient
political and economic profits, however substantial, to ignore tyranny once
again, to pretend to innocence and credulity, to smooth over sharp corners with
polite phrases about each side's allegiance to its, own social conceptions? Do the
military power and the iron will of the totalitarian states constitute sufficient
justification in Western eyes to tolerate a situation where criminals sit in judg-
ment over the vulnerable?

We shall call a spade a spade. Do you think your complaisance compels
you to shut your eyes to crimes? A lie is effective only if someone believes it
or pretends to believe it. The lawbreakers need your acquiescence no less than
your dollars, your unconcern no less than your machines.

Or docs the West possess:
the wisdom to understand that no more important and urgent task exists

than the restrain t of violence and of the lies which conceal violence?
the wisdom to stand up for a morality and law common for everyone as

constitu ting the only safeguard for the security of our crowded, interlinked
world;

the wisdom to prefer eternal values to the exigencies of the moment, and to
defend those values today. not tomorrow'

the WIsdom to disregard shortlivcd and minor conflicts of interest in order
to unite for the sake of a great cause?

the courage to declare forthrigh tly that blood and tears are no one's "in ter-
nal affair". to grapple with problems with no evident or simple solu tions, to
strive to halt lawless actions in a land where deceit and the temptation to
violence arc omnipresent':' •

the patience and persistence honestly to do everything possible to avert
armed conflicts while at the same time refusing to retreat one step?

Will the West display sufficient fidelity to its moral duty')
That is the real question.

Zinovy Antonyuk, Semyon Gluzman.Tgor
Kalynets, Sergei Kovalev, Valery Marchenko,
PetrasPlumpa, Bagrat Shakhverdyan, Evgeny
Sverstyuk, Ivan Svetlichny

THE PERSECUTION OF GERMANS IN LITHUANIA

DOCUMENT 6 or THE LITHUANIAN HELSINKI WATCH GROUP

During World War II Stalin committed one of the greatest crimes of our
era: he deported entire peoples from their territories, and on the lands they
left behind them he settled people from other areas. Among those resettled
were the Crimean Tatars, the Volga Germans. the Kalrnyks, the Ingushi, the
Chcchens, the Balkars,' and others. Now, twenty-four years after the death of
the tyrant, we have received a communication from forty-nine families of
Volga Germans who have been living in Lithuania, in the Radviliskis Raion,
describing how the Volga Germans arc still trated as outlaws: all kinds of ob-
stacles are put in the way of their getting a job or a residence permit. The
Germans have appealed to the main administrative offices in Moscow and
Vilnius, but no help has been forthcoming. 11leY therefore declare that if they
are not grunted equal rights as citizens they will renounce their Soviet citizen-
ship and demand permission to emigrate to their historic homeland - the
Federal Republic of Germany.

11l<) foregoing represents a violation of the 1965 Decree lifting the restric-
tions applied to Germans on the territory of the USSR. a violation of the USSR
Constitu tion itself. and of the In terna tional Covenan t on Civil and Political
Rights.

14 15
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Treasurer Ste@en J. Reinhardt reports:
For the quarter ending 9/30/77:

Balance on hand (6/30/77) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1878.68
Income: 14

17
new members ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 153.80
renewals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~

Total dues ••••••••388:80
Contributions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 373.10
Other, and adjustments ••••••••••••••••••• 6~g.57

Total income...... .33 686.33
2565.01

Expenditures: Information & Membership
Committees ••••••••••••••••••••• 825.94

Su:bscript,ionsto IlRussell·••••••••• 168.00
Other••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••459.17

1453.11,
Balance on hand (9/30/77) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1111.90

* * * * * * *
(8) For the .Quarter ending 12/31/77:

Balance on hand (9/30/77) rru.so
Incame:15 new members •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 158.80

30 renewals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• )98.39
fotal dues •••••••• 557.19

Contributions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 99l·gO
Total income 1.4. 9 1476.69

2588.59
Expenditures: Information & Membership

Committees ••••••••••••••••••• 1406.03
Subscriptions to flRusseU" ••••••••• 122.50
Other······························i01•00

. Total spent •••••• 129.53 .•1829.53.
Balance on hand (12/31/77) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 759.06

* * * * * * *
}i'OJ" the yeaT endin& l2/.3'U77: '

Balance on hand (12/31/76) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1561.23
Income: 55 new members ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 582.33

106 renewals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1321.32
Total dues ••••••• 1903.65

Contributions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2606.83
Other, and adjustments ••••••••••••••••••• 320~48

Total income •••••4~b.96 4830.96
6392.19
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Carried tOJWW'ard.••••••••• a-a ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6392.19

Expenditures: Intormation & Membership
Committ•• s; •••••••••••••••••••••• 3Z37.29

Sub.cription. to "Ru•••ll" •••••••••• 676.50
\

Other•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1719.~
'fotal spent ••••••• 5633.']J

Balance on hand (12/31/77) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 759.06

REPORTS FROM CODIT'I'EES

(10) International HumanRights Committee( bob Darls, Acting Chairperson):

See (6e).

(11)
I.i

Librarz Comadttee(DonJackanicz, hairperson):

See (54).-

(12) Philosopher.' Committee(EdwinE. Hopkins, Chairperson):

See (14).

(13) Science CoDlllittee( J. B. Neilande, Chairperson. AmyBlock, CoDlDittee
Memberreporting): •

OnTu.esdq, NOTember22, 1977, Dr. Zhore. Medved•.•.• poke on "Environmental
Problems in the Sorlet Union.ft '!'he semiJlar, spon.ored by The Bertrand
Russell Society, 1IU held in the Biochemistry Department of U.C.Berkeley.
Dr. Medvedev,a Soviet. scientist living in exile ~ London.ince 1973,
addressed:-.alarge audience.

Im. Medvedevb.gan the lecture by identi.tying two ot the major problems
or the industrial age: pollution due to oU and coal production, and
contamination due to radioactive wastes. The radioactive waste ..problem
was the focus ot hi. talk. lie cited a major industrial disaster occurring
approximately"in 1957-1958. This industrial accident probably"involved
a steam explosion of stored radioactive waste in the South Urals region
ot mic;L..;owesternRussia. Twoaird.Rg and industrial cities, Che~abinsk and
Sverdlovsk, both hearl~ POpl1lated,were located near the accident's
rocus. The-contam.1.nationeYentual.l1'spread over 1000 square miles,
dispersed by rainf'al1 and weather changes.

Dr. Medvedevshowedslides to documentthe contamination. On a mapor
Russia he pointed out two lakes that were studied in 1966.-1967.'1'b.§olakes,
each~out 10 square kilOllleters, contained substantial 8IIOunt. of' Strontium
and CesiUll. Som.plant and anima] lite was investigated to detel"lline
to what extent the contamiD8.t1onhad changed existimg tood chains. '!'he
soil wall ill tact so heavily contaminated that rorests in the area were
almost totally" destroyed. Dr. MedTed.evcited aniJlal contaaination or a
similar nature.
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The lecture was actually an expos'. Dr. MedyedeTdrew on maa:rsources,
including pages 45-50 of the cn report of the incident, the latter
obtained by Americanfriends uder the Freedomof Information Act. The
Soyiet goval'lDl.em.thas madeDO mention of the eTent. Dr. Medvedev's
research and report, however, tully documentsthe disaster. His actin
1nTolT.ent in social responsibilit)" is in the Bertrand Rus.ell tradition.

Fol101dBgthe •• inar, friends and m.u>ers of !he Bertrand Russell
Societ)" recolIYenedat the hane of Dr. and Hrs. HeilandBfor a d.elightful
buffet supper.

PHILOS0PHERS'CORNER

@he BBSat irA. (washington, 12/28/77), as reported by Justin Leiber,
haIrman of the event, and memberof the PhUosophers' COJDJIittee:

The Programof the Bertrud Russell Seoiety at the AmericaaPhUesophioal

useciatie •• etbgs, Dec"- 28, 1977, couisted of ".lequaatuoe ud Nat1.g:

ARues.ilian The. ill Epistemology"by Augusta Riska, st. 301m'S Universit,.

(Ge8rgeReberts, JIuke tJai'Yersit)", e•.••• bg) aad "Russ.ll oa the Ess.DCe.r
nes1r., It RqaeJld Pr.,., Uaiverwit)".f !J.verpeo1 (Theas SiM., Uldveraity of

F1c'ida, e••• Jltbgh J'Wftia 1Atiber(BBS),m, chaired. Tbe •• etiJIg was

well atteJlded, particu1ar~ ceuidel"iBg the lab;yriAtbiM vq. ot the tG"tlwag,

•• ...v1ct •• 1u Park-S.rate. Betel.

Ru •• ll orta. argued that pure - •. ttrea11t - •••• siDp~ pick wt object.

alld a .e war deeeribe the.e object.. lor eDilple, Ittbl preseat I1I1g.r Fruce

is bald" does not consist of a nameam the predication ot baldness; rather it

states that SOlIe iMividual or otbBr bas various features, and 80 consists ot

• qua.nUtuz., JJB!, a variable, ~, am rredicatea such •• King ot Prano., li!Y4,
and 80 on. The logical torm or the q'-" Mnt.nce iI, rough'q, 'e % i.

r'ng ot Pr,m•• bald. and llD'aUlJ.r .9. (Morestrictly I there exiata an ~ .uch

tmt ~ i. King ot hano. and bald, and tor arsr l.what.,.•. it that%. i. King or

Pranc" .••• that%. 18 the •••• as ~.) 10 name.. AsRuss.ll al.o Dated, what

w. ordiDar~ call l1"oper~. !».T. a bit of d.scription in them. tor -,

"31:11VCart•• " does not piak out '~ODe trail JIll' ILcq_1Dtance., rather it

_ana something 1.1ke"the 1DiiTidual whois nowthe Pr.sid.nt of the tJnited
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states, tOl"Dl8r~of' P.I.aiu, GeC8gia, ad so on ••• " Russ.ll •• to think that

iIaH (and in "tb1ablob in IV T181al exper1enoe") is the 01ollell1;w have

iD EDglish to a pare •• , there 18 DO wq ODecan be giving a talse desaript10n

whenODe.q.~. Protessor R1.ka raised. pr'obleJu about RoaHll's view

ot _. \ whioh Protessor Roberts diudssed, Protessor Roberts alao -.d.
SClle remarks about the possibility ot a oaual theory ot tacts (two tact.

are OlW and the •••• tliLct if' am. only it both have all the s•• causal relations

to everything else).

J:to. l'r., defended a view ot Russell t III that he took to amountto sqing that

animals as we have MW but that animals JJJI3' not (or cannot be shownto) bave
\

desir... (One may establish that an animal has a need on behavioral and

pJ:v'siologioal grounds. To...,. an animal has a desire is to suggest that

the anial bas "propositional attitwi •• " or ltinteD8ioDII~.t)Protessor Simon

rai.ed various i8suea a'bottt Mr. Frey's detense. A ge•• ral AtJc\l8sion enned

tiat suggested the cause ot an1•1 liberation is in muchbetter shape than

it was & deoade or two ago.
- ,

Both papers may be borrowed<at no cost ) or purchased (tor $2) trom Don
Jackanics, ERS Library, 3802 N. KennethAvenue,Chic&gQ,IL 60641.

(15) 2 more dissertations, to add to the 62 (RLl5-16), f~ Frank Bertrand:

63. DemidsEarle Bradford, "Russell's Theories of Existence and their
Philosophical BackgroUlld,"Dis•• University of Iowa 1977, 77-21,117,
428 pgs. .•

64. Charles J080phSchlee, "Russell's Critique ot Comp1et•• .,mbol
Theories ot Detinite Description.," Dis8. U'niYersity of lansas 1976,
77-16, 297, l46 pgs.

(16) D1slIertaticms 17, 25 and 30.•• t the 62 li8t_in NLlS-16, were done at
CaaadianuniYersities, ana should be orclered fran:

lational Library or Canada
395 Wel11ngt.onStreet
Ottawa, Ont., CanadaIII 0114

and Rot troll UniTersity Microtilma International, Frank Bertrand uTilles,
and 'It'ia well to inquire tirst, since cm.J.y microfiche copiell ~'be available.
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Re the pOOr·voter turnout" in the recent Tote tor directors) (lILl6-12),
Greg Beaulin. suggests that moat people did not "VOtebecause there was no
real rea8011tOJ tor the membershad been told that all the canclidates were
lirst-class, 80 the,y were sure to get good clirectors no matter howmany
or how few TOted..

BY BERl'RARD RUSSELL

"Education tor Democracz"1s the title ot an address given by. Hi before
the CleTeland convention ot the Depart.mentot Secondary School Principals
of the National Education Association,F.'ru.ary 25, 1939. The NEAprinted
the address as a small pamphlet, which we reproduce:

(18)

Bdlltation for Democracy

ISHALLTAKE it for gran~ed that democ-' two things is very apt to fail. Either men
racy is a desirable thing, that we become too subservient and follow some

should like to preserve democratic gov- vigorous leader into dictatorship; or they
ernment, and that we want to know. how are too selfassertive, they do not submit
it is to be made workable. It is quite to the majority, and lead their country
clear that education has a very large part into anarchy. One or the other of those
to play in making democracy a work- opposite dangers faces democracy, and
able system. You certainly cannot work the business of education is to try to pro-
a democracy when your population is duce the type of character which is will-
illiterate; if they cannot read or write, ing to advocate its own opinion as vigor-
all the machinery which is required for "
democracy does not work. But I am not oO$lyasmay be, but also willing to sub-
concerned with this elementary portion mit to the majority when it finds the
of the matter. I· am concerned rather majority going against it.
with what kind of education is necessary There are two different parts of what

education has to do in this matter. There
if one is to avoid the pitfalls into which is on the one hand the relation to char-
many democracies have fallen and acter and the emotions, and on the other
which have led in many parts of the hand the intellectual part. The part that
world into dictatorships. has to do with character and the emo-

There is a curiously difficult line psy- tions I should like to say something
chologically to be drawn if democracy is about, altho it is in the main not a mat.
to succeed, because it needs two things ter for schools; it is much more a matter
that tend in cliileft8t~4U'ectioDi.On_· that is determined in the home. It is so
one hand. every man oeeds to ~ve a important that one cannot pass it over,
certain degree of Klfrdiance and self.. but in this respect schools for parents are
confidence, a certain willingness to back as much needed as schools for children.
his own judgment and to set forth his 1£ democracy is to be workable, the
own point of view, to defend itt to do population must be as.far as possible free
propaganda for it, to organize the prop- from the fiercer emotions of hate and
aganda if necessary,~and10 on. B~ then, . destructiveness and also from the erno-
on the other ban«l, if ~y II to be", tiona of fear and subservience. Now,
w~kable, • man m~be willing ~ ~ . those are emotions which are inculcated
mtt to the authonty of the ma,ontJ i • . I hildh d A f

h th .. . him r mveryear y c 1 00. parent 0
wen. at maJonty goes agamlt . I awraae ferocity hepY withbis C:hiJd by

You find that one or the other of thole !_the a~~pt to. teach ~. ccmplete abe-

! dience, and makes him either a slave or
a rebel, and neither a slave nor a rebel is
what is wanted in a democracy.

It is dear that too much discipline is
not a good thing if you want to produce
a population capable of democracy. 1£
you want to get people into the habit of
initiative, of thinking for themselves
and not taking over their opinions from
others, you must get them into the atti-
tudes of neither subservience nor rebel-
lion against authority. In a democracy
what is needed is equal cooperation,
which involves assertion of your opinion
up to a point but not further.

This brings us to a source of trouble
to a great many democrats, namely,
what is called "principle." It is wise -to
scan rather skeptically most talk about
principle, about selfsacrifice, heroic de-
votion to a cause and so on. There is
always more of what appears like heroic,

, unselfish devotion where the cause is
bad. It is not what it appears to be. It is
really people's pride, or hatred, or desire
for revenge, that has got itself idealized
and collectivised and personified in the
nation as a noble form of idealism. That
is extremely dangerous. When you find
a man patriotically devoted to his coun-
try, ask yourself, "Now what is it that he
is willing to do for his country?" It ap-
pears that what the Nazi is willing to do
isto kill people. That is the reality of the
"unselfish devotion" that he shows for
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his country. Killing people, if you do not •
say you are doing it for your country, is -
not considered admirable, and it does .
not seem to me to be any better because
a lot of people do it all together. If this
activity, which they all believe to be
noble, is really one that does harm to
mankind, you may be sure that the pas- .
sion which inspires it is really not a good

one. If you had a kindly population, a
population who in their childhood had
been well-treated and happy, who had:
grown up imagining the world a
friendly place, they would not have had
that particular sort of idealism which
consists in joining together to kill pe0-
ple in large numbers and is called patri-
otism.

The temper of intelligence that is
needed to work a democracy is exactly
analogous in practical life to what the
scientific temper is in the intellectual
life. The man of science lives in a sort of
half-way house between complete skep-
ticism and complete dogmatism. He
nei ther, like the skeptic, says, "All
knowledge is impossible," nor does he
say, like the dogmatist, "I know the
truth already." He is always just be-
tween these two, saying, "The truth is
impossible to ascertain completely, but
up to a point, to a certain degree, some
of it can be found out by hard work."
That is the scientific attitude of mind.

I do not mean to say that there are no
sacred causes, but I do say you want to
be very careful before you claim that
your particular nostrum is a sacred cause
and the other man's is something devil-
ish and horrible. We have to have a
kind of tolerance one towards another,
and that kind of tolerance is much more
easy to have if you' think, "Well, I may
after all be mistaken. People have been
mistaken in the past. Human beings are
fallible and I am a buman being. It is
just conceivable that I may be wrong."

I should like to see people exposed in
schools to the most vehement and ter-
rific argumentation on all sides of every
question. If you 'had opposite points of
view put on every kind of thing, the op-
posite propagandists would neutralize
each other, and in the end you would get
people who might be capable of listen-

Ru••• ll Soc1et7 R'ewa~No. 17

ing to eloquence without being carried
away by it. That is one of the most im-
portant things-to learn to be immune
to eloquence. You will not be that by
never hearing eloquence; you have to
hear a lot.

The whole modern technic of govern-
ment in all its worst dements is derived
from advertising. Advertisers are the
practical psychologists of our day. The
advertisers led the way; they discovered
the technic of producing irrational be-
lief. What the person who cares about
democracy has got to do is deliberately
to construct an education designed to -
counteract the natural credulity and in-
credulity of the uneducated man; not
want to teach people one opinion or an-
other opinion; it is not the business of
education to do that. The business of
education is to teach pupils to form
opinions for themselves, and they need
for that purpose to be rather impervious
to eloquence and propaganda, to be on
the lookout for the things that are in-
tended to mislead, and to be able to pick
out what really is an argument and base
themselves on that. You cannot get any
kind of improvement in the world, or
any kind of good life, without a basis in
the emotions. But you have to be sure
that that basis is the right one. I think
that the only sort of emotional basis is
what I should call kindly feeling, that is
to say a wish, not only in regard to your .

-friends and the people you know, but in
regard to mankind at large, that as far
as possible they should be happy, en-
lightened, able to live a decent sort of
life. The emotion that must inspire our
purposes is an emotion of pain in the
suffering of others, and happiness in
their happiness. That is the only emo-
tional basis that is any good.

Given that, you then want a belief :
that it is possible to make human life I
happier. Manypcople are so pessimistic
and 10 miserable that they feel as if that
wa'C impollible, as if it were·no use to -
strugIe; the wor~ they think, is jOlt
dreadful, and we cannot do anything
about it. I. cannot and do not take that
view'. Whatever the i..rnniediate future
mar '-e,. I do DOt feel d}' doubt that
human beings will emerge into a world

very -much happier ~ any that we
have known in the past, a world in
which ordinary men, women, and chil-

i dren will be finer than they were before,
freer, healthier, less destruct] ve, and
more kindly. While I want as far as pos-
sible something like the scientific atti-
tude, I do want also besides that some
capacity to feel what are the ends of life
and what makes life important to
human beings.

That is a matter for the cultural side
of education. I do not think that is to be
obtained merely by knowing facts. It is
to be obtained in dillerent ways by dif-
ferent people. Many get it from music
or poetry. Some people get a great deal
from astronomy. I sometimes think that
if people would reflect upon the size and
antiquity of the stellar universe, they
would perhaps feel that some of the
controversies upon this rather insignifi-
cant planet are not so important as they
seem to some of us, and perhaps that
might take a little of the acerbity out of
our disputes. We need negatively the
realization that our disputes are not so
important as they seem, and positively,
thru art, thru music, thru poetry, and so
on, the feeling that there are things really
valuable that human beings can enjoy
and achieve, and that these are different
things from the ones that come in the
clash of politics, not the sort of things
that happen on a battlefield, but indi-
vidual things, things that happen in your
own mind, important feelings, emotions,
and insights. All these things are to be
kept alive, thmgs not to be sacrificed to '
the collective, organized life of the com-
munity. That life is necessary, it has to
go on, but it is not the highest part of
our life. The highest part of our life is
more analogous to what the religious
teachers have always spoken of. It is
something more individual. I think per-
haps that is the deepest quarrel I have
with the people who believe in the cor-
porate state and all the rest of it., that
they seem to think that our highest life
is in collective activities, and I do not be-
lieve that at all. I think our highest life
is something more personal, and that
where we cooperate in large groups,
altho cooperation is immensely impor-
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tant and necessary, it is not as a rule With the future. For that reason much the
the very highest part of our nature, be- most important of all qualifications in a
cause we all of us reach our best in some- i teac:her is the feeling of spo~taJ1eous af-
what different things, so that where we ; fection towards those whom he teaches
all work together it is hardly possible ~the feeling with each one of them, "This
that we can 'each ofus reach quite the iis a person with certain capacities, a per_
best that our nature is capable of. 'II son who can do certain things, who has

All education ought to bear that in ': a right to his place in the world," and
mind and ought to be very conscious of ;not "This is a soldier in the army," or
the possibility of individual excellence in. '''Ibis is one of the persons out of whom

lean make a great power which can do
this, that, or the other;" That is not the
way to use the material which you teach.
The right way is one much more analo-
gous to the religious way, which realizes
that each human being has in himself
ccrtainpossibilities, and that the busi-
ness of education is to bring those out.

(Thank _lou ~ TCIIl_ s.taml4Q"! ) _

ABOUT BR'S WRITDfGS

Science fiction? Vo, says Jl'RAN(BERTRAID:

One's immediate reaction to learning that someone has
dared link together Bertrand Russell and Science Fiction
is surely t~at of, put politely, l.ncredulity.

On second thought, however, juxtaposition of the two is
not that farfetched. In the June, 1964 Dell paperback
8th Annual Edition The Year's Best S-F, edited by J~dith
Merril, is a story titled fiplanetary Effulgence" by, yes,
Bertrand Russelll Reprinted from the collectlon Fact and
Fiction (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1962), the story--
was originally published in New statesman, September 5,
1959 and can also be found in The Collected Stories of
Bertrand Russell (New York: Simon and Schuster, 19721:
compiled and ed~ted by Barry Feinberg. .

If one accepts the notion advanced by literary shcolars
such as Professors Robert Scholes and Leslie Fiedler~ that
Science Fiction is preeminently a literature of ideas, in
that it seeks to deal with Man in relation to his environ-
ment and abilities, or, what it means to be a human being
the ,ideas being manifested as problems of percention and
knowledge -- it is not a perverse fluke that Russell's
story was included in a Science Fiction best of annual.

It is,'rather, an uninformed fluke that it was so in-
cluded, for "Planetary Effulgence" is actually a political
parable with a "SCience fictional" setting. In fact, the
story when pub11ahed in Fact and Fiction appeared with
several others under the~ding of "Jarables." It would
settmthat Ms. Merril chose this story on the basis of its
other worldly setting and its author's famous name, the'
latter predominating. ~ ~__ _ ,_,',_,_._._

.. __ ,_A·_,,_.:._J __ :_:_.:-_.L_..!.. __ .::...._.:.•_.;!:....:._ .. ' I..-~·~~_ •.•.......•......--- _.. ----
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(20) BR'S WRITINGS STtmIED

"Do We Survive Death?" by BR is assigned reading in the course, "Psychology
and. Sociology of Death," at Virginia COJIIIIIOnwealthUniversity. It is included
in the anthology,"Death:Current Perspectives," G. S. Schneidman, eel.

(Thank you, John MahOl'ley.)

AOOUT BERTRAND RUSSELL

(21) BR according to Mortimer Adler. From his latest book, "Philosopher At Large,"
(Macmillan, NewYork. 1977)pp.8-9 and 219-221:

As late as 1941 I had no hesitation in talking about education in
terms that would have been congenial to Aristotle in the fourth cen-
tul-y B.C. I mention that year because I can vividly remember a debate
that I had in Chicago that January with Bertrand Russell (who had
just become Lord Russell). The subject in dispute was stated as follows:
Resolved that the objectives of education are always and everywhere
the same. I took the affirmative side, arguing that since human beings
are always and everywhere the same in the specific properties they all
possessas members of the same species,"it must follow that the goal to
be achieved by the educational process should be the same for all.

How Aristotelian and repugnant to Lord ltussell my argument must
have sounded I I summarized it in the following words: "If education
must aim at. the betterment of men by forming good habits in them,
and if the virtues, or good habits, are the same for all men because
their natural capacities are the same and tendnaturally toward the
same developments, then it follows that the virtues, or good habits, as
the ends of education, are absolute and universal principles on which
education should be founded."

The conclusion follows logically, I conceded, only if the premises-
the two ifs-are true, burJ immediately went on to assert that they
were. "If my premises are in fact true, and if my reasoning is valid," I
told Lord Russell and the audience, "then the conclusion is ines-
capable."

I will never forget Bertrand Russell's opening rejoinder. We had been
asked to wear dinner jackets, I suppoae to ensure the formality of the
proceedings. It was to be a formal debate-in dress if norIn thought.
Respecting Lord Russell as my senior by many years, and also as im-
measurably more eminent, I had carefully prepared my initial presents- I

tion of the affirmative position. It was all written out. Lord Russell
came to the platform without a shred of paper and, I suspect, without
a jot or tittle of preparatory thought on the subject. But he did have a
clean stiff white cuff on his boiled shirt, and on it, I observed as I
looked back at him from the podium in the course of reading my
speech, he jotted down notes from time to time. When he arose to
present the negative position, his opening saUy was "I greatly admire
Dr. Adler's rugged simplicity."
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. From that point on, with one off-the-cuff remark after another, Lord
Russell provoked outbursts of laughter. At the end, the applause, won
easily by his witticisms, appeared to indicate that he had triumphed. I
felt that .I should have been adjudged the 'victor at the bar of reason,
though not in the court of laughter. But I now know that Lord Russell
had the better side of the question, though not for any reason he gave
at the time.

In the summers of 1971J and 1974, the Aspen Institute for Human-
istic Studies held conferences on the changing concept of the educated
person. It was generally.agreed that traditional ideas of what it means
to be educated, in the fullest sense of that term, can no longer be
applied in the contemporary world, especially not in the technologically
advanced industrial societies which are committed to political democ- .
racy and, consequently, to equality of educational opportunity. When
such a society undertakes to educate its whole population, it must
acknowledge the principle that every human being, with the possible
exception of those in asylums, should aspire to become an educated
person.

In view of individual differences in talent, aptitude, and tempera-
ment, the way in which the educational ideal is realized cannot be the
same for everyone. On that score, Russell was right. However, if we
conceive the educated person as any human being who, having acquired
the tools of learning in school, goes on in the rest of life to use them
for the fullest possibledevelopment of his or her capacities, then the
ideal is realizable, at least to some degree, by every member of the pop-
ulatlon. ..'

* * '* '* '* '* '*
Is science by itself-without philosophy-enough, either theoretically ('.
or practically, to guide us in leading good human lives or to lay the
foundations of a good society?

That question framed the issue of the second public debate that I
had with Bertrand Russell. My first debate with him took place in
January 1941. In that dispute, Lord Russell challenged my thesis that
the objectives of education were always and everywhere the same be-
cause education must be defined as "the process whereby the .powers of
human nature become developed by good habits." He doubted that we
could know enough about human nature and its powers to know which
habits were universally and objectively good for human beings to form.
In his rebuttal of my affirmative position he regaled the audience with

.quips and sallies-a display of great wit rather than wisdom. My dis-
taste for Russell's performance still lingered when, a year later, the
People's Church in Chicago asked whether I would debate him again,
My first inclination was to say no, but after some reflection, I said I
would be willing on one condition-that this time he would take the
affirmative position and allow me the pleasures of rebuttal. It took at
least six months or more for Russell to come up with a proposition
he was willing to affirm, and when he did, it put him on the affirma-
tiveside of the resolution that science is enough for the good life and
the good society,

Preparing for the debate, I put into my file a letter from Bertrand
Russell to the New York Times. It filled three columns on the editorial
page. The headlines conveyed the gist ·of the message: "Long-Time Ad-
vocate of Peace Approves Present War: Professor Bertrand Russel] States
Reasons for Changing Positions, Disputes Stand of Dr. Hutchins, and
Hopes Ultimately for Federation of the World," Though the letter
fell snort of being explicit on the point !It issue, I thought I could cite
Russell's approval of the present war, in spite of his resolute commit-
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ment to pacificism, as some indication that he regarded the Allies as
being on the right side of this conflict-right in some rationally argu-
able sense, not just a reflection of personal feelings about what was at
stake. I could, therefore, use this letter to rebut Russell's position out
of his own mouth.

I was mistaken in m~ impression that Russell had changed his views
about the nonobjectivity of value judgments. As it turned out, I did not
need tn onntp Russel] aeainst himself. In the first ten minutes of his
defense of the affirmative position, he contradicted the proposition he
had undertaken to affirm. In rapid order, he made the following asser-
tions: first, that empirical science constitutes the only objectively valid
knowledge available to us; second, that our knowledge of the world
and of man is by itself incapable of answering any questions of value,
for we have knowledge only of matters of fact, and what is good or bad,
right or wrong is not a matter of fact; third, that our decisions on ques-
tions of value as opposed to questions of fact are determined by our
feelings. From these three propositions, only one conclusion logically
follows-that knowledg~ by itself does not enable us to decide how to
lead a good life or establish a good society, That conclusion directly
contradicted the proposition Russell was supposed to be defending-
that science (for him, equivalent to knowledge) is enough for the good
life and the good society. , .

In my rebuttal, I poirlted .out this contradiction, but that hardly
settled the matter. I proceeded to put Russell into the logical box of
a reductio ad absurdum. Feelings,he had said, decided our judgments
about good and bad, or right and wrong. Was there a difference, I asked,
between good and bad feelings, right and wrong feelings? The Nazis and
the Allies harbored opposite feelings about which party in the present
war had right on its side. Could Lord Russell, I asked, tell us on what
grounds he thought his feelings were right and Hitler's were wrong?

If he could not provide us with objective grounds for asserting that
rightness or goodness attached to one set of feelings, and wrongness or
badness attached to the opposite (if, in short, our feelings are purely
personal and subjective), then only might or force in the awful arbitra-
ment of war can decide which of conflicting feelings about what is right
and wrong shall finally prevail. I then argued that Russell; in order to
avoid this horn of the dilemma, was logically compelled to impale
himself on the other: if might should not be allowed to decide who is
right, then reason must, .and reason can do so only by 'having recourse
to objectively valid knowledge of right and wrong.

Were he to adopt this view, Russell would be able to assert that his
feelings about the issues in the European war were objectively sounder
than Hitler's, not just an expression of his personal prejudices. How-
ever, in doing so, he would also once more contradict the proposition he
was.supposed to be affirming-that science is enough for the good life
and the good society. He had himself maintained, and I fully agreed,
that science gave us knowledge only of matters of fact, not about values.
For there to be objectively valid answers to questions of value, there had
to be valid knowledge other than empirical science. Such "knowledge
other than empirical science". was clearly not mathematics or history.
There was nothing left for it to be but philosophy.

Russell was correct in thinking that we needed something more than
science to settle questions of value; that something more, however, was
not feelings, but moral philosophy-the objectively valid principles and
conclusions of ethics and politics. If he were to agree to this, in order
to avoid embracing the view that might makes right, then he would also
have to change his mind not only about the character of philosophical



Page 16 Ru.sell Society News, 10. 17 P'ebruar.T 1978

~ ,

knowledge in differentiation from empirical science, but, even more
radically, about the validity of moral philosophy. He would have to
abandon his endorsement of the then current view of ethics as com-
pletely noncognitive (as emotive, an expression of feelings rather than
of knowledge) which he, with characteristic wit, had epitomized by
saying that "ethics consists in the 'art of recommending to others what
they must do in order to get along with one's self."

I wish I could report that my arguments had some effect on Russell.
They did win the audience over to my side, but Russell quipped his way
out of thf box I had put him in without even trying to resolve the
contradictions. When I was a philosophy student at Columbia, I had
great respect for Russell's views, his philosophical writings before World
War I, especially his contributions to the philosophy of mathematics
and to mathematical logic. But the more I studied the books he wrote
from the twenties on, especially his writings on the philosophy of
language, the more my respect for him as a' philosopher diminished.

However, on one point I found myself in complete agreement with
him at the time of our second debate. In the concluding paragraph of
his letter to the New York Times, Russell wrote:

There is one hope that is important anq,':i think, not utopian; that at
the end of the war some step, lessIneffective than the League of Nations,
may be taken toward the Federation of the World.

It may be questioned whether the United Nations has turned out to be
that more effective step, but the goal toward which effective steps
should be taken is certainly, as Russellsindicated, world federation to
create world government and to institute and preserve world peace.

That goal, as Russell observed, should be regarded as a practicable
objective, not a utopian one. There may be many causes of war, but
there is only one cause of peace, and tha~,is government. Civil govern- •
ment produces civil peace. Anarchy; or the absence of government, is
identical with a state of war: either the cold war of the diplomats and
of espionage or the actual warfare of the generals with guns and bombs.

(22.) BR acc0rd1.D&to Azer., -At the time ot these lectures '~t OxtOrd), he was
fiiils aiddle aix.ties, looldDghis age,but not betr¢ng it in any lack
ot phisical or intellectual vitality. !a & philosopher, he was not at all
arrogant; not only did he Dot talk clow to us, but he appeared remarkably
semsitiTe to the opinions that we held ot his work. This remaim.edtrue ot
him also in his later ,e&ra." -Part;.ot M;r Lite: TtleMeoirs of a Philosopher"
by A. J. qer. Harcourt Brace JovanoTich, No York, 1977. p. 214

(23) Bf1accordiDg'to Will DuraRt.Here are excerpts trom "1 Jtual AutobiegrapbJ'-,bi 1Iill and Ariel Dtlrut (Simon" Schuster, Mev York,1977)pp.;1l8-9 and 273:

The excitement of the lecture platform, and of two debates with Ber-
trand Russell, kept me from brooding over my hurts. Our first encounter
took place in Symphony Hall, Boston, on October 12, 1927, and "at-
tracted the largest audience since the famous Butler-Borah debate."
Judging from the five columns given to it in the morrow's Herald, our

. battle over "Is Democracy a Failure?" must have been the best sporting'
event of th.~year. RusIeB, of course, was the major attraction. He was
already fifty-five years old,and could hardly have guessed that he had
forty-two years still left to him. His hair was silvery white. His sharp
nose and- gleaming eyes promised an alert intellect and a ·pointed wit, a
keenness· and relish in debate. Luckily for me, I had dealt with him
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handsomely in The Story of Philosophy, so that we were friends even as
our swords crossed. I need not summarize my share in the performance;
I polished it up to form a chapter in The Mansions of Philosophy, where it
still stands as proof that I can be as one-sided as a debate requires. The
unusually full stenographic report in the Herald of October 13 did more
justice to me tIuln to Russell, for it could not convey the smile on his lips
and the twinkle in his eyes.

The debate was repeated on October 22 in Mecca Temple, then the
largest auditorium in New York. The reports in the Times and the Tribune _

. indicate that neither speaker varied much from the arguments he had
used in Boston. We had the honor of evoking editorial comment in some .
!1ews.paper:s..and.the Times .whimsically remarked: "It certainly cannot be
said of the participants that they ... were swayed by personal preju-
dice. Mr. Russell is the author of'a Principia Mathematica which has prob-

. ably sold 120 copies. Mr. Durant has written a Story of Philosophy which
is selling close to 200,000 copies. Yet Mr. Russell believes in the common
people ~d Mr. Durant does not." (I believe in the equal right of com-
mon people to access to the education that may make them uncommonly
fit for uncommon tasks.)

After the New York debate Mrs. Durant lured Russell to a more
friendly bite with me in a nearby hotel. We made a bad choice, for the
hotel orchestra disported itself in jazz music of a wild sonority that made
conversation impossible; 1 was ashamed. We-or Russell-had a better
time when, a week later, he had dinner in our apartment at 5 West Sixty-
ninth Street. 1 was still at that time under the spell of the Little Corporal,
and tried to convince Russell that Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo was a
victory for reaction; 1 failed; 1 have yet to find an Englishman who can
stomach Napoleon.

Our guest preferred Ariel. When he left she accepted his invitation to
share with him the ride to his room in Eighty-fifth Street. He did nj;)t
know that our car was driven by her brother Mike. After a few blocks the
engaging Briton. began to fondle Ariel's hand; after a few more he asked
Michael to make a detour through Central Park. Michael sternly ignored
the request and drove without delay to Eighty-fifth Street. When I con-
sider that Russell was soon to publish his view that a man compelled by
his business to be absent from his wife for more than three weeks shou L'
be allowed a temporary moratorium on monogamy, 1 tremble to think
what might have happened in Central Park.

BRacco1jting to the 14th Edition. Wementioned (NIJ.6-36a) that the 14th
Edition of the Encyclopedia Brittanica (1930) (correction:1929) had a good
write-up of BR. KENBLACKWELLtells the story of the good write-up:

BRevidently loathed the write-up in the 13th Edition (1926). There is
DO JliYstery~however, as to wh7 the 14th Edition's write-up was 80 good.
The biogra}:i1ical section was written by lm's close friend, Charlie Sanger,
whohad considerable iDtellectual and. linguistic attainments himself.

The biographical section contains information and judgments which, 50
years ago, 0114 a close frierJd. could have knownand could have made:
e.g.,Abis perfect knowledge of French and Germann;fllived very simply
and worked very hardlt;.~ valuable books were lost,n;"the more
}:i1ilosophic _hinese ••• fI;"his wit, hi. lOTe of truth, and hi. capacity
for ltard. vork 88_ to be innat •••• Wedon't knowif lit vetted. Sanger's
write-up before it went to the Editor; probably he didn't need to. If
he had v.-tted it, it is unlikely that he would haTe tolerated the
description of the "Everett" leaflet of 1916 - which brought him the
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fine of 100 pounds- as one concerning "an .ar.l1' Chriatian ttcmscientious
objector". It in fact conc.mad a eoRscieatious objector of 1916.

We reproduce the biographical sectiol\ from the 14th Edition.:

RUSSEr .•L, BERTRAND ARTHUR WILLIAM, F.R.S.
(1872- ), was born May IS, 1872. His father was son of
Lord John Russell, his mother a daughter of the second Lord
Stanley of Alderley. At the age of three he was left an orphan.
His father had wished him to be brought up as an agnostic; to
avoid this he was made a ward of Court, and brought up by his
grandmother at Pembroke lodge, in Richmond park. Instead of
being sent to school he was taught by governesses and tutors, and
thus acquired his perfect knowledge of French and German. In
Octoberr Sco be went into residence, as a very shy undergraduate,
at Trinity college, Cambridge. After being a very high Wrangler
and obtaining a First Class with distinction in philosophy he was'
elected a fellow of his college in the autumn of 1895. But he
had already left Cambridge in the summer of 1894 and for some.
months was attache at the British embassy at Paris. In Decem- .
ber 1894 he married Miss Alys Pearsall Smith at the Friends;
meeting house at Westminster. After spending some months in
Berlin studying social democracy (German Social Democracy,
1896), they went to live at a small cottage, some miles from
Haslernere, where he devoted his time to the study of philosophy.
A visit to the Mathematical Congress at Paris in 1900 with his
friend Alfred Whitehead (afterwards professor of philosophy at
Harvard) had important results. Russell was impressed with the
ability of the pupils of the Italian mathematician Peano, and
immediately studied Peano's works. In a short time he wrote his
first important book, The Principles of Mathematics (1903) and
in collaboration with Alfred Whitehead proceeded to develop and
extend the mathematical logic of Peano and Frege. The first
volume of their joint book, Principia Mathematlca, was published
in 1910.

During all this period Russell lived very simply and worked
very hard. He and his wife had moved to a small house near Ox-
ford, but he often went abroad, and from time to time, as when
Mr. Chamberlain started his tariff reform campaign, abandoned
philosophy for politics. In 1910 he was appointed lecturer at
his old college. After the World War broke out he took an active
part in the No Conscription fellowship. He was fined £100 as the
author of a leaflet describing an early Christian conscientious
?bjector. !Iis library was seized to pay the fine; it was bought
III by a friend; but many valuable books were lost. His college

deprived him of his lectureship. He was offered a post
H d . . b at.arvar university, ut was refused a passport. He intended to
glv~ :'- course of lectures (afterwards published in America as
p'0lztJcalIdeals, 1918) but was prevented by the military autho-],
ties. ~n 1918 he w~s sen~enced to. six months' imprisonment for
a? article he had ,~ntten I.nthe Tribunal. His excellent Il1troduc-
tion to MatltematJcal Philosophy (1919) was written in prise
His Analysis 0/ Mind (1921) was the outcome of some lectu:>n:
h . L d hi h were orzani rese gave In on. o~ w IC were organised by a few friends Who
got up a s~bscnptlOn for the purpose. The Practice and Tlzeory
of Bolshevism (1920) was written after a short visit to Russi
to study the conditions on the spot. a

In the autumn .of 192;' he. went to China to lecture on philo-
soph! at the Peking university, In the spring he caught pneu-
moma, and for three weeks was on the point of death To th
distress of .his friends some enterprising Japanese news~pers an~
nounced hIS death. The more philosophic Chinese, who wished
to be present at the deathbed of the philosopher Lo Sou offered
t~ b~ry him b.y the Wes.tern Lake. But the German doct~rs saved
hIS life. On hIS return In September 19n he married Miss Dora
Bla~k and they lived for six years in a small house in Chelsea
~urlllg .the wmter. J!l0nths. He earned a livelihood by lecturing,
journalism and writing popular books such as the A.B.C. of Atoms
(1923), the A.B.C. of Relativity (1925) and On Education
(1~26). The summers, spent near Lands End, were devoted to
SerIOUSw?r~ ~uch as the ~ew Introduction to the second edition
of the P':'ICJplalv!atltematJcaj the Analysis 0/ Matter (I92j) and
the ~lltlme of Philosophy (~928). In 1922 and 1923 he stood for
parliament as La~our candidate for Chelsea; and his wife stood
In 1924. He also .m 1~24 and 1927 lectured in the United States.
In 1?27 he. and hIS wife.started a school for young children ..

HIS adIDIrabl~and lUCIdEnglish style may be attributed to the
fact that. he ~I? not. undergo ": classical education at a public
schoo!; hIS rel!glOusviews and his moral character may be due to
the '~Ise ex~rcJ~ of. the paternal jurisdiction of the court of chan-
eery, but hl~ Wit, hIS love of truth, and his capacity for hard work
seem to be Innate. (C. P. SA.)

The other 8ection8 0f the Write-up - on philosophy and mathematics-
are also firat-rate. Theywere written by the illU8triou8 Frank P1umpton
Ramsey, who had workedclo8ely with BR, and whanBR probably recommended.
to the Editor.

There apparently are 2 version. of the bad write-up in the 13th Edition.
If you mould cane across either or both or these, wouldyou kindly send

* a coW to the "Nsws".

ASSESSMENTS OF BR

Ayer on BRlstalk of preveRtive war.From "Part or M1Lif.-, p.301:,
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We also sometimes talked about politi~~ -in which he retained a
~ interCllt, thoug? h~ was not yet so ~~sorbed i? it as he became?t
In the last decade o~ hiJ life. ~e h~d long ~e1. d the VIew.that Ehe only:,
remedy for the evils of nationalism lay ~ the establishm t of a
world govemment and he then believed t~at the only practi way
in which this could come about was through the hegemony of the
United States. Though there was much, that he disliked in its
political and social climate, he still preferred it to that of Soviet
Russia; but this counted with him for less than the fact that the
Americans possessed the atomic bomb, while the Russians did not.
He was convinced that it would be enough for the Americans to
threaten the Russians with the bomb, without actually using it. This
did not, however, absolve him from holding the view that in the
last resort its use would be justified, In later years, when he was
leading the campaign for nuclear disarmament, he forgot that he had
ever taken this view and admitted that he had done so only when it
was shown that he had expressed it in print. His critics naturally
accused him of inconsistency, but they could have been wrong.
Taking, as he did, a predominantly utilitarian view of politics, he
could have argued that so long as only one power possessed this
superior weapon, the evil resulting from its limited employment,
though very great, would be outweighed by the probable longer-
term good; when two rival powers possessed it, the harm done by
their each employing it would almost certainly be greater than any
good that could be expected to result. But while Russell might have
accepted this argument theoretically, I doubt if he would have been
ready to sec it put into-effect. His reason was often in conflict with
his emotions, and this is most probably an instance in which his
emotions would have prevailed. If it had come to an issue, I think
that he would have recoiled from the infliction of so great an
~ evil, even with the prospect of its leading to a greater
good. It was because I believed this at the time that I did not on this
point t2ke him wholly seriously •

.
IEARNING )i1RE ABOUTBR

(26) Sara LeVllf&S in a high school course titled,"Humanitiss I: Religion and
Philosophy": "The teacher, an innovative man, suggested, in order to
achieve a more personal facet of philosophy, that each student try to
bring in a speaker or interview a ~lified authority. In a lew days the
class was flooded with gurus, priests, rabbie, and yogis; followers of JIl.&lV

faiths, but no one truly creative individuaL •• "

Sara decided to submit seae questions on BR to the BRS, and then present
the re8ults to her class. Here are her questions, and BobDavis' answers:

(26a) Q: In the preface to "Unpopu.1arEssaye", BRstates that most ot the material
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(26b)

is iIltended,to 90mbatthe "growth of d.ogmatism".yet in any of hi. own
works, notab~ those on education and rationallt7, he s••• to expcnmd
a subetantial, if unorthodox,dogmahimself. Please explain.

A: Youask if BR was establishing a dogmain the areas of education aDd
rationalit,... I don't think so. BRadvocated that op1J1ionbe formulated
on the basis of .Tidence and reason, and this by ulinitloft 18 not dogma.
Indeed,b.is willingness to change his opinions on isStles is remarked om.
by philosophers, and is one of the reasons he was able to r81118.inan
important contributing figure for over 70 ,..ears. Youwill find. differences
in his opinions on education in his two books on the subject, due primarily
to his experience in running a school.

Q:Thetone of BR's ess&y'8always seems superior, sometimesto the point of
arrogance. Is this purely accidental, a by-product ot his own natural
intellectiual superiori1i"'; or could lIi be accused of sDobbe17?

(2M)

.1:I don't agree that BR!;s:"esS&Y'sse_ "always superior". I have been
drawnto him because of his clear, vigorous st7le. I have the BRS
Questionnaires of several hmdred peopl, and JD8J1Y' haYebeen captivated
by BR's style. Host people I have talked with do not feel the way~7oU
do; but a tew ot them do. Pemapa they are put otf by HR'8 clearly
superior natural ability. Also, BR,being an aristocrat had that self-
assurance and faith in himself that somepeople interpret as snobbery;
as for me, I find it an inYigorating individualism. There are a f.
charges of snobbery that I am aware of; Frieda Utley madethis charge
in her book,' and the CCIIDlUIlistsof the 30s frequemtly did 80. Considering
BR's aristocratic heritage and 19th Century upbringing, he mal1&8ed to
tunction extremely well in a d.-ocratic 20th Century. Whenhe inherited
the title, in 1931, he did not use it profession.a1ly or socially, though
he did use it to catch cabs in London,andtook great delight" in thav fact.

Q: BRbegins the essay, "AnOutline of Intellectual RubbishIf, with an extremely
pessimistic commenton man's rationality, and follows with dozens or examples
of the stupidity of the h1Ullal1race and its great affinit,.. tor ignorance and
su.perstition. Bu.tthe collection of essqs titled "Thebt of Rational
Thinking" supports exactly the opposite view, proposing that all menhave
high potential for objective thought, and -.i.tting a very positive u.d
optimistic attitude. Whyare these works 80 violent:q different ?Did scaething
happen to change BR's views ~o drastieallTl .•

A.: BIil had separate purposes in the .a8&7s. In one he cataloged the stupidity
of man, in the otaer he catalogued the promise. I don't see &D7conflict
in this, it was a C(88)n thee with BR. In many of his essays, you 'Will
find. aseetion that is pessimistic, but it will end on a hopeful Dote,
insistiDg'that we can do better - u8U&1.lywith the aid of reason, facts,
and a Idn~ attitude.

Q: Whydid sa tum to c0lllllllmi8lllin his later 7ears? It has been alleged
that his rather ambiguouastat.ents were aere:q garbled into propaganda.
Is there &rrT truth in this hypothesis?

(26c)

J.: BRdicl not turn to co-uni_ ; he was n••.•r a c~st. He adopted
pilcl socialism in 1915 and stqed. with it until his death. Hedid work
with cOJlEUliatsin the last 15 "'8&1"S of his life, as he workedwith
Christ ius , but he did not becomeone. He states this clear 1J' ill his
AutobiograIDY,Voluae III, and:in "Dear Bertrand RIlssell" (see below)
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(26.)

The belief that he had turned to cOlDllU1i8D1has circulated in some
quarters because (a) lII&IV'people assume that anyone .0 is lett wing
or work. with communistis mast be one" and (b) SOlIlepeople -both
right wing and cQ1IIIIluniststh_e1ves - have found it usetu1 to
circulate this false charge.

Q: Are there a:nycoomentsyou would like to make concerning BR"the BRS,
philosophy, or these questions?

1:I hope your ClaS8 will makea positive effort to understand scme
ot BRt. social writings. BRwas advocating a method - that of science.
He felt we should get the facts and.use reason, and we: should not
believe something merely because it was popular in our Party, or
comforting, or hO&17with tradition. I think eT8r.ronecould benefit
from rea.diDg "The Practice and Theo17of BItlshevi8ll1"(one of the
greatest cormnunist-debunkingbooks ever written)" "Authority and the
Individual", and ftHumanSociety in Ethics and Politics."

* * * * * * * *
Sara read the questions and answers to her HUJII8J1itiesClaS8, and then
fielded somequestions on BRand the BRS. "The class s_ad to find the
report interesting and enjoyable" II she adds.

* * * * * * * *
(26£) The follow:iJagexchange of letters, from "Dear BertraDd Russellll, (Houghton

Mifflin, Boston, 1969), pp. 112-lJ,J" seems relevant:

", . . Our Class is discussing Communism . . . Under your
theory we would like to know:

I. Should we force the individual who doesn't want Communism
to accept it?

2. Were the lives lost and the wars fought in the fight for democ-
racy in vain?

3. Which Communism do you advocate, Russian or Marxian?
4. Would your Communistic ideas turn into a second '1984'?
5. Would this result in world wide equality or slavery? ... "

19 May 1959
DEAR CAROLE KUTNER,

Thank you for your letter of May I I. I judge from it that you
have been completely misled as to my attitude towards Commu-
nism. I published a book, The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism,
against it in 1920 which was reprinted a few years ago. I criticized
the doctrines of Marx in 1896 in my first published book, German
Social Democracy. I criticized him again in Freedom and Organi-
zation (1934). You will find an article called "Why I am not a
Communist" in Portraits from Memory (1956). In short, I am not
and never have been a Communist.

I have been urging recently that, in view of the destructive char-
acter of the H-bomb, a world war would now be a catastrophe to
mankind. Warmongers have countered my propaganda by pretend-
ing that I am a Communist.

Yours truly,
BERTRAND RUSSELL
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INFORMlTIOM 1Wll'ID

(27) Undergraduate philosophy. This trom IEOHARD CIEA.VlLIN:

I would also like to add a request (read p-l-e-a): as one of the founding
membersof the Undergraduate Philosophy Association at Washington Universi\y
in St. Louis, I would like to ask any BaS members (especially those as-
sociated with college or university departments of philosophy) to send
us information on a) other undergraduate philosophy clubs, b) publi-
cations devoted or open to undergraduate philosophical writing, c) un-
dergraduate colloquia or symposia held within a reasonable distance from
St. Louis, and d) essay or other competitions in philosopliy open to
undergraduates. Send any informatiCJ)nto me at 6.540Hancock,/St. Louis. Mo •• 1
63139, and/or to the Undergraduate Philosophy .Associationl Department of
fhilosophy/ Washington U~versitY" St~ Louia. Mo.! 63130. Thanks'

(28) Fresno. JACK~TT says,·The showing of the Russell film, the one fran
Time-Life, to our Philosophy Club was a big success, and we met at our
place afterwards for general chatter. All in all, RUssell had good
exposure here (Cali..tonda State University) in 1977.·

-Chicago. GARY SIBZAIwrites:· the Chicago area chapber has been inactive
tor several months. Wehope to begin meeting again in the Spring.·

(31)

Irvin Aahkenasr. "The tree-lU.oe writing game is a bit chancy (always has
been) and e.peoia~ slow these past 12 months when I haTenIt telt muoh
like.,'~iting. The luxuries - such as BRS l18bership, fishing trip., and
globs ot SlRokec1aa1mon- haTe to depend on serendipity. This covem such
things u the occasional replqs ot show ill which I appear as an actor,
and a dribble of writing royalties now and then. A8::'s anniversary show
(Feb. 6) used a clip of an old Dia&y JIlOvie(Davy Crockett circa 1955) in
which I appear a. a backwoods thug. Por such small faTors I light candl.s
and genuflect towards Mecca."

Alex Dell haa .et a new report (dated 12/18/77) on his lateBt round ot
activities, both here and abroad. ReadiD&it, one realis •• that he continues
to work at his aoraal pac. (02) 1n ~kab.q ~ fields. Wewill lend

* his report (5 pp.) OR request.

o»

(32) Franci. Diaitt, Albert Klli., Walter Goodpa.tor. Prancie presented the
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. reBult. fir a joint reBearch project on hyperactivity, at the recent meet-
iRg ot the Aaerican Psychological Association in San Jl'rancisco. She has
opened a private practice in counseling (Family COWlseli!l&aDd Adolescent
Guidance,P.O. l442, Spring, 'fl Tr.37.3.) She attended ALBIRT ELtIS's 2-day
workshop on RatiDRal Emotive 'fberaw, in Houston, in November. WALTER
OOODPASTOR.sa mellber of the Ellis workllhop panel.

James Kur.mak's Cortex project (NLl.6-46) got no respomse trom BRS members,
though he received more than 50 requests tor his 7-page prospectus, 1m
response to classified ads in magazines and college newspapers. He has
dropped the requirement ot a $25 contribution; there will be no charge for
participating in Cortex. His address, in cue you want his prospectus:
24 Collingswood Road, NewCity,NY 10956. IBcidentally, he may be attending
St. John'. College in Annapelis nut Fall (the "great books" qollege).

Corliss Lamont.is listed as Coordinator of the Wilfred .t\u-chett Support
Committee,in a large ad in 'lbe (Sunday) NewYork Times (12/18/77), headlined:

THE OUTRAGEOUSCAMPAIGNAGAINSTWILFRlmBURCHETT
"McCA.RTHYISM"RIDESAGAIN

IN THENEW YORKPOST, THEHEARST
ANDJOHNBIRCHPRESS

Jo11rn&list B8rchett's reports appear, in the U.S., in The Guardian,
self-proclaimed Marxist publication.

John Mahoneyhas written us a splendid letter, which will appear in the
next issue.

(36) Jim McWilliams:"Because those Indians got me drunk down in tke big canyon
in Mexico two years ago, I went to the OklahClll&Horseshoeing School in
March. The first day a mule leaned on me. He leaned on me all day, and I
took this as a sign to try another profession. So in July I quit "hoeing
cotton and vent to the Horth Texas Forge at Mineral Wells. There I made
a knife. A little later, in Ciudad. Juarez, I cut scme whores. WhenI got
home, the govermnent called me up and offered me a job as writer-editor.
So now I am working for the people who gave U8 the Bomb. It makes me
nervous. I am sorry to be 80 late with JfI1 dues. You see I have had a lot
on my mind." .

(37) .teve Reinhard..!:"Ten of us from the Sierra Club met at JFK airport in NYC
and flew to Nepal for a month (October) .000'-purpose was to take a 25-<1ay
trek (backpack) in the Himalayas of the north-central part· of Nepal. Most
of the first week was spent crossing rice paddies in tropical lowlands.
But as we proceeded north, we gained altitude and the vegetation changed,
finally disappearing. Oar route took us behind (north of) the Annapurna
massif and past Dhaulagiri. At one point, we were within about 15 miles
of the Tibetan frontier, and our highest altitude was some 17,500 teet.
Following Nepal we went to India and toured some of the cities. Enough.
I ramble. But a great trip.n

(38) GJ'Slezak's new comic review could have been seen Fridays, Saturdays,
an: Sundays, Februa.ry 3rd through 26th, at The Body Politic, 2261 N. Lincoln
Avenue, Chicago. Gary was bCl)thauthor and producer.

TomTaskonis has a new job, a8 a Unit Manager with the hller BNsh
Compa.n;y,in Manhattan. "r found one of the tev companiell lett where one
can be-hired iDEediately and advance to manag_ent, all within a few
mORths•••• Waat is unique about thi8 CQIIlpanyis that your background
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(education, military, prison record,etc.) is relativel1" lUrlaportut. All
you R"~is a determination toftcceed. Age is not important either; we have a
Field Manager-,ege2D,tor all ot New Jeraey. I sa alated to becomea Field
M'anagerearq next year. I otter this information tor the sake ot other
memberswhomight be interested. Wehave otfices all over the cOUl!ltry."

(40) Bruce Thompson,whosehomeis in Riverhead, NY, is presently at Stanford
University, studying European history.

(41) NEW M!MBERS

Weare very pleased to welcomethese newmembers:

Fred Bechtold/742l Aven.e W/Broeklyn,NI 11234
Limda Blits/9S01 Warington Square/St. Louis,MO63141
Steven R. Comt/220Larzelere Hall/Central Michigan U./Mt.. Pleasant,MI 48859
William Henaan/3227Hewitt AVeDue,Apt.203/Wheaton,MD20906
Gary Jacobs/315 HawkeyeCourt/Iowa City,n 52240

80mie Kopolov! 11 Larkdale/St. Louis, MO 6.3l24
Philip I.e C_pte, M.D./l25 Jackson Street/ NewtonCentre, MA 02159
Glad7s I.eithauser/122 Elm Park/Pleasant Ridge,HI 48069
John Liston/~5 Verde ViBta/Visalia, CA 93277
Hugh .cVe1gb/Box 537/Cooperstown,NY13326

Larry B. 18111&11/2310Belmont Blvd. Il/Nashville, TN 37212
S&ll:.r Ong/6969Broadway Terrace/OaklaJad, CA94611
Stanlq R. Orda/U.S. Soldiers' and Airmen's Home!VashiDgtoD,Dc20.317
Willard. Rosenblatt/2999 Pacific Avenue/BanFrancisco, CA94115
Paul Sacks, Apt. q,..2/)2/745W. Washington Avenue/Madison,WI 53715

RudolphUrmersbach/Bldg. I, Apt. 12/140 Camelot/Saginaw,MI48603

ADDRESS~HAlfGES Ii CORRECTIONS

.-

Corrections are underlinecl. A newaddre•• haa no underlining.

Dr. Jean hderaon/i2T West Fork, II1dian Creek Road/SwisSAClII.e,OR97480
Greg Bes"Beu/J.U,.. 9 venue B.E./ Calgar;y ,Alta./Canada I Ta 118
Frank C. Bertrazul/135 Rockhill AYeIlue/Portao1lth,NM03801
Alex DelT/423 BloomiDgtcmIoad/Kaat Peoria, IL 61611
WilHam H. Gooclrich/655Congr••• St~~' #405/Portland,Ml!:04101

·FrukE.JohUoD,M.D./430 East 67th Street; fI~/1tnr York,NY10021
Ar:QrnIraYigflll.,37 Hatteras Street/R.H.~, 01 91601
Loi. A. Leaeh/"IIc:wed.Lett DO addres.-
John .LaGreoa/Box6llllt2 Vallq, Ifowrt.ain Hall/U. of Guelph/Guelph,Ont/Canada NlG
Proti Jame. E. McleG'tm/l.4.69 R. Sheridan Road/lenosha, WI 53140- -
Fan Y_ 'rende/o Flat 3/.36 Leinster Square/London W2UQ/ U.K.
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BMBEBSHIP ANALYSIS. STATISTICS

The BaS is internatioaal (sort er), These are the countries in which
BRS mEiiDbersreside: USA l42, Canada14, United Kingclan3, and ol1eeach
in Australia, Colo~ia,Japan, The Netherlands, and WestGe1"JllanyJtotal 164.

Whenthj! joined. There are 31 current BRS aembers whojoined in 1974,
36 Whooimed in 1975, 46 whojoined in 1976, 55 whojoined in 1977,
and 2 whojoined during the past month(January'1978); total, 164.
The percentages are 197419%,1975 18%,1976 28%,197734%,and 1978
1%; tatal 100%.

The 164 total in the above 2 itss does not include honor&r7m_bere.

FOR SALE

(45) The BRS Libr817 is currentl1' otrering these items (prices are discoumted,
and include postage):

• The TamariskTree by DoraRussell. Whatit was like being II&rried to BR
and running the BeaconHill School with (and without) him. $4.50.

• Bertrand Russell 1972-1970.A selection or tributes paid to Russell
after his death. 70¢.

or Bertrand

• History or the World in Epitomeby :sR. 70¢.

• Icarus, or tl!leFuture of Science. BRis response (1924) to J.B.S.Haldaneis
optimistic lecture on the future or science, "Daedelus". $1.75••

.'

• Justice in Wartimeby BR.BRIsnews on war and peace (1916). When he put
hIs views into action, it resulted in his losing his universit,.. lecture-
ship and r~ being sent to prison. $5.95.

• The Lite Qr Bertrand Russell in Pictures and His Own Words, cCllllpi1edby
Christopher Farle,.. and David Hodgson.$3.15. . ..

• Mr. Wilson.
¢.

and Fearleas "on Vietnamto Bertrand Russell.

• Prob1cs of KnOwlne and Freedca by Rosa ChoJllSky.The first lectures
(1971) in honor 0 BR at Trinity College, Cambridge.77¢.

• BRS at APA. Papers presented at ItiS sessions at" AIlericanPhilosophical
Association (Eastern Division) armual cODentions. 1916 papers, $2.
1977papers, $2.
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To order 81XT it., send pqment to Don Jaekaaics, _ Library, .3802 I. lermeth
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641.

(46) Ironside lledal 1i em ot lit. The BR Peace Foundation is conaidering atr1k:1Rg
more ot these medallions. The cost per med.alJion will depend on the number
ordered, but itae •• l1k:e:q that one in bronze will cost IlOre than 100
pounds ($200), and. one iDssilver considerab:q more th.an 200 pounds ($400).
To order, or to obtain more information, write BobDavis (7025 W. Franklin
#86, Hollywood, CA90068.)

BRS statione17 tor members?Last iasue (HLl&',30) we otfered to print
stationery tor mebers' uae, if enough lIlemberawere interested. Only
2 membershave pla.ced orders ($,3 tor 100 sheets, includiDg postage).
Unless 5 more mebers place ordera, we will haTe to withdraw the offer.
If interested, nowis the time to act. Scm.d70ur order to the "News".

QUESTIONSIt ANSWERS

(48) Ferenezi was mentionecl in the Saul Bellow's quote (NL15-18), and we asked
if he was fictional. Bob DaTis advised. that he was 8Jil "important late
19th and earJ¥' 20ta Century pqchologist - Freud mentions him prom1nent~".
To this Leonard Cleavel1n adds the following:

If I &lIl not J1istaken. the
Ferenczi reterred to by Saul Bellow is Sandor 'erenczi. one ot Sigmund
Freud's most brilliant (and/or erratic) followers. Freud. it seems.
advocated sexual abstenence for persons undergoing psychoanalysi. on the
grounds that the libido. deprived of normal sexual outlets. would be
concentrated with greater force in the analytic situation. Ferenczi
reasoned that not only sex. but other bodily pleasures were outlets for
the libido. and therefore instructed hi. patients to cut to the absolute
min1Jlumsuch activities as eating and drinking, and cut an even sterner,
colder. Illore reserved figure within the theraputic situation than did
most analysts. He had a couple of netable failures using this"method.
and decided (obviously Ferenczi was not one whowas particularily addicted.
to moderation) to try the other extreme. and showered his patients with
"love and affection. II Needle.. to say, the classical Freudians were
not amused. Unforttneately, I dontt~know enough about Ferenczi's theorie.
toaay whether or not the view Bellow attributes to h1a is _naccurate
de.cr1ptionof his vi •••.a, though I beli.e Ferenczi'. theories did not
differ too greatly from Freud's.

Reston'. III 91lote.(lfL16-17) came frem "Sceptical ES8&ys" (Norton, New York.
1928) p. ll, as 5 _.bers were quick to advise 118:KEN BLlCDELL,OOBDAVIS,
HERRY KRAUS,TO. ST.utn, aRd JOBR SU'l'CLIP'F.&.Wethank th ••
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RECOMMENDED WDIHG

(50) ·D.lighti •.•• by John H. PflaUlll (Prentice-Hall, EnglewoodClift"RJ ,1972).
"I think BR1IO\11dhave &iNN vith maDTparts of it," says Tom'1'ukonis.

"Dear Russell, Dear, Jourdain' A COJIRentaryon Russe1l's Logic", based on
his eorrespolld.ence With Philip Jourdain, by I. Grattan-Guinneas.
(Co1uabia Univenity Press, NewYork, 1977. $20. 2.34pp.)

Reviewed tor Russell Societ1' Newsby lESTERDENOlI'N.

If you revel in the s,mbals of matkematical logic, here is a glorious
opportwdty tor you to enjoy yourself with significant enlightenment.
The correspondence covers the years 1902 to 1919. The author sl.lDlD&rizes
their contents: "Their correspondence covered lII&lV' aspects of logicism,
'tCith. especia~ substantial discussiona ot theories of irrationals and
the real line, the construction of transfinite ordinals and cardinals,
possible solutions to Russell' a and Durall-Forti' a paradoxes, the
possible provability and the ramifications of axioms of choice, and
some of the theories which Russell attempted betore his coDitment to
the type theory oftPrincipia Mathematical'. There are also extensive
accounta by Russell of his discovery of the writings ot influential
predecessors."

The author has admirably brought attention to many facets hitherto
UDknownor not sufficiently stressed. His researches at The Bertrand
Russell Archives and elsewhere bave proven invaluable.

Reterence is' made to my liRecollections ot Three !Jours with Bertrand
Russell" (NLl.4-l6) wherein it is indicated that Russell recalled that
Jourdain~. articles were canpiled by him from his frequent meetings
with Russell.

Jourdain died. OIl October 1, 1919. His wife, just .four d8Y'spl!1or
thereto, had written Russell, "You (Russell) are tbe only' person he
wanted to see and talk with months ago~tI

In the Epilogue the author states: "The correspondence between
Russell and Jourdain has featured all the issues summarized above,
treating s(ll'leof them verr extensively and providing new historical

. information about them all. It has also shownhow often Russell had
to change his mind oD ma.nyprobl-.s which beset him.-

In conclusion, the author furDiahes his translation of a lecture
delivered by Rus8ell in Paris in 1911, entitled,"On the Axiomsof the
Infinite and the Transfinite." He also furnishes someof Jourdain's
delightful contributions to "The Grantaa, the humorousmagazine of
Cambridge University. He adds sOIleot Jourdain's cOOllllentsfound in his
copy ot the first volume of "Principia Matbematica", as to which the
author COJJlllents,UThi, i8 the end of Jourdain t 8 critical notes. What a
pity that he did not 'write more. If

)
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OBITUARIES 

Uith. Beb Davie received the following card: 

d"lIt>ltv/ u,y1 o/,9/etlland SiP-tjjeI'Y 

o/!J%j .9!nt~n, ~nt~n/ett(~ad~ ~:y?te/r/ ,A{,M WUj 

/eer//,eac~~ t? I'fet jk0- on 

cfinuC&!J-' /:)/ /.97d 

"'avt~ t54 /n:)/'((c/wn:) t'hat' jhe wanted n o ~neta/ce1emon;" 

Any enquiries may be addressed to 
Christopher Farley, B-ertrand Russell House, 
Gamble Street. Nottingham NG7 4ET. UK. 

The DaiJ,y f.1egraph (England) reported it this way-, on 1/3/78: 

EDITH, COUNTESS 
RUSSELL 

Edith, Countess Russell who 
has died aged 77, was the Widow 
and fourth wife of the pbil'o. 
sopher Bertrand Russell whom 
she married- in 1952 when he 
W8~ 80. ' . 

She · WI! an A mer f,c a n 
graduate of the IImou! Phils. 
clt'lvhla wom('n'!! college Bryn 
Mawr, who sllldled Illter at 
Oxford and t.lJe Sorbonne bofore 
N'turnlna to DI'fD Mawr as nn 
Engli5h teach~r. She met her 
hUsband when be lectured 
there In 1942. 

After their marriage she 
C?mpletely absorbed herself in 
h IS work and political Ictivites. 
Both of them spent seven days 
In prison in 1961 after taking 
part in a Baa-tbe-Bomb 
....... UGa. ·,· i 

We lreatq regret the loss of this , allant lady', who W&8 an hOJlorar;y lIl_ber 
of thie Society ud who gave it her If&1'Il IRlpport. 

lit.. 1Wm • . We are veI7 .• Gft7 to repc>rt that JIM HAUN has advised us that 
iii. wit., tita - wo had also been a BRS .ember - died in Noys.ber. 
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THE BR5 LIBlWtI

(54) DoD.Jackanicz, Chairperson, BRS Ltbr&r7CoJIIII1ttee,reports'~

A. most notewortlVrecent event was the receipt of a tape recording
of GrahamWhettam's"Sintonia Contra Timore· (JfLl.5-14,46),a gift of
East Gel'lD&l1 Radio. This JIlUsic,dedicated. to BR,will be available at
the !fay Jnnual Meeting, at McMaster.(It is Library It. 166.)

Film is well represented. in the BRS Library. But 2 BRfilms are
still needed, to complete our collection. of BRfilms that are
cQlllllerciallyaTailable. The price of these two is $279, and we Id be
Pleased to haTemembersmakecontribu.tions to help u.s bu;y'these films.
A..rq amount, large or small, is velcou. Wealr-G&d.1'haTe one contribution,
plus a 8It&1l amount earned from fi.1Jftrental. W. ali10 relllincllIembers
that we have books for sale - see (45) - whioh, though sold at a
discountj still provide U8 vitia a mod.estprofit.

Incidentally, we have recently begun to negotiate with Allen & Unwin,
to distribute their ptlblicatioDs. Theyhave been BRls chief publishers
im England.

The Library nowhas a newassigJJlllentl' distributiJllg Baterials about
:Em and the BRSto non-members.Anad in the flAPA.Monitor", which is
published by the AmericanP81chologieal A_sociation, offers Peter
CranfordIs paper, "Bertrand ~sselll s Relevanceto P87chology", and
a BRreadiDg list for psychologists. So far (2/1/78) the Library has
filled 80 such requests, and included a BR5 fact sheet. The Library
also offers to lend or sell the papers presented at the BRSsessions
at the annual meetings of the AmericanPhilosophical Association (Eastem
Division). This offer is mentionedon the program-1I8edat tl}e evel'lt'IL16-55).
These newactivities help spread Russell's views and promoteRussell
scholarship; they JJJB:7 also recruit newmembers.The Library's work in
this area can eui~ be broadened, and.I expect to disCll8Sthe character
and potential of the Library - in .furthering BR's purposes _ at the
MayAnnualMeeting.

(55) Recent acquisitions:

Previous acquisitions haye,been listed in RIJ..3-48,NLl5-33, and NLl6-40.
Here are the latest. Thedonor's nameappears at the end of an item.

63. 12 photos of a Bi diap],q,prepared by Susan Hunt, on the bulletin
board of the Philosophy Departl:aentat MoorheadState College,
described in 1L8-34. Charles Magel.

64. Sylldu and atudent fl'aluation form of a course on BRgiven by
DR.CIURJIilSMlGKl. at MoorheadState College. .Author.

6S. "Anthropocotri_ and the lAyircnllllentalCrisis" by GBOBGESESSIONS
(12 pp.) Offprint of an article in "HUI1bolcttJournal of Social
Relationslt,Y.2,Fall/Winter 1972. Author.

66. Tape recording (opo reel) of "Sinf'onia Contra 'l'imore"by Graham
Whettam.The cODlp0serhas c1escribedthis 'WOrkiil a suppl_ent to
HLl5. East GermanRadio. .

67. Tape recording (cassette) of the :?-I,P s8t,"SpeaJdng Pcaraonal.17:
Bertrand.Russell" (Riverside 7014-15), recorded 1961. KeanethKorbin.
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68. BiS/APA papers • .3 papers pre.ented. betore the BRS .es.ion at the
American Phil@80phical A•• ociation (Eastern Di'Y'ision) m.etiDe ill
in December1976: "Bu•• en on General Facts" by ADtonioMarras;
-aussen on General 'acts.~ by larid E. Johnson; aDd llRussell, Frege
anCilthe IXeaning' otthe Ib.eo17ot Descriptions (or): Did Ru•• ell
know hi. Frege'" by Rqmond Perkins. The authors.

69. Tape recording (cassette) of excerpts from the LP "Bertrand Russell
Speaking" (Caedmon-rC-1l49), recorded ill 1959, and trom.the LP,
"H\UD&ll latur. and Politics" (Audio Archi'Y'•• LPA-l202),BRls Nobel
Prize Acceptance Speech. Kenneth Korbin.

'DfAKCES/COHTRIBtJTIONS

(56) Contributors. Wethule: the tcallowing meers tor their recent contributions:
CiWD'ORb, c&lms ,DAVIS, DELY,EISlER,HOOPES, FRANK JOHNSON,KASANOF ,NEILANDS,
QICOImOR,REINIWmT,SICKElS, THOMPSON,TOBIN.

"RUSSELL. SOCIBft IIIWS" MATTERS

(57) m6 was mailed late -on NoTember20 - which was at least 10.days later
than' planned. This was most lU'lf'ortunate, siDce NIJ.6 did not arrive in time
to remind people ot the Medvedft' talk: on November22. Reason tor the latenes8:
the NLl6 typescript had been mailed to the print. er" and was lost in the
mail 12 days.

(58) New name. As you know (HLl6-47), we wanted a more appropriate namethan
-Newsletter". Andas you saw on Page 1, we are now using the name "Russell
Society Nns".

One• .mer objected to thi. Dameon the ground t~t we print things that
are not news about BRS activit.,s, .which is true. "\it we think it i.
1egit1Dlate also to print. items that are llke.q to interest BRS asbers,and
aM relevw to BRS a.iJu, 88 well as news about BBS activities. On thie
theory- _ chose the preMDt. name.

Thankyou,. Jack Pitt, tor sugge8tiac it.

lext iene will .e ac.,.111 eel by' a.-bership list (includiRg &dueee••• )
SGmeit_ ';or1&~ intended tor thie ia.8 wi;l.l appear in RSlfNo.18 ,
because No; 17 •• g_tting too tat.
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ABOUTOTHER ORGANIZATIONS

(60) La Biennalo di Venezia is the nameof a big exhibition of works of art
that takes pace every 2 years in Venice. The latest ORe- in November-
December1977..:...was on Eastern European culture, including political
control and suppression (NLl6-51). All writers in the USSRand Eastern
European countries whohad accepted illVitations to the Biennale were
denieci exit visas (by their governments) to attend, with one exception,
GeorgeKonrad, of Hungary, whogave a long and interesting talk on "the
forcing of political considerations on art. If It was published in The New* YorkReviewof January 26, 1978, and wewill lend it on request •.

INDEX

(61) Introductory (1). Timeand place of AnnualMeeting (2). Testimonial on
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to Adler (2l),Ayer (22),Durant (23), Encyclopedia Brittanica (24). Ayer
on BRtspreventive-war talk (25). Sara's questions (26); Carole Kutner's
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De:Qr(31), Dimitt-Ellis-Goodpastor (32),Klizmak(33), Lamont(34) t Mahoney
(35), McWilliams(36),Reinhardt (37), Slezak (38), Taskonis (39),
Thompson(40). Newmembers(41). Address changes (42). BRSis international
(43). Whenthey joined (44). For sale: books from the BBSLibrary (45);
Ironaide Medallion (46); BBSstationery for members?(47). QltA.t F.srenczi
(48); ReBton'sql1ote· (49). I;tDelightism"reconmended(50). "Dear Russell,
Dear jOurdaintJ reViewed(5l).Obituaries: Edith (52), Rita Haun(53). BRS
Library report (54); recent acquisitions (55). Contributors thanked (56).
NLl6was late (57). Newnamefor the Newsletter (58). Next issue (59).
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