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COMINEYENIS

Debate cancelled. The Tait-O'Hair debate on BRand religion (NL13-2)
is cancelled for the present. Neither lady wanted to participate
unless APAsponsored the event.

Wesay "cancelled for the present” because efforts are being made
to hold the event at someother time, under some other sponsorship,
perhaps at a university.

As of nowthere is no:plan to have a BRSPsychology Symposiumin
San Francisco in late A-~st. If such a plan should develop, we will
notify membersin time to attend.

(item deleted)

I should like to add my congratulations to President Bob Davis for
the magnificent annual meeting, in L.A. It was unusually well run

and Bob's promotional ability in obtaining Will and.Ariel Durant as
speakers provided a treasured experience for Russellltes.

30904

address: The Bertrand Russell Society,Inc., R.D. 1, Box409, Coopersburg,Pa.IS036
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The Society is caning of age as a living extension Ol the lil'e of
Bertrand Russell. The Durants brought himto life with their reminiscences
of their relationship to him- all off the record” unfortunately. Tom
Hornecontinued the process with his choral work- "Three Passions” -
the prologue to the first volmneor Russell's autobiography,set to music.
Thanksto the promotional efforts of Mrs. Betty De LoachMilham™a
concert musician and friend of the late President. Eisenhowerthere is
sane reason to hopdhat the Westminster Choir Dlal producethe workat
Princeton University. Mrs. Milham'whoattended ~ssellts  lectures
at Princeton” has provided the funds for the annual Bas Travel Grant,
whichwill enable a scholar to travel to the Russell Archives at
McMastetJJiversity. | wouldlike to suggest that it nowbe called
the Betty e LoachAward.The setting up of such an awardwes pranoted
by Jack Pitt andis our first real moveinto charitable activity.

Wehave had a minor setback in our plans to makeRussell better
knowras a psychologist. Againwe have been twrned downby the American
P~chological Association.

Apresent problemis the finance camnittee whichl head. Weean take
someconsolation in that we continue to be in solid financial shape
though our budget is small. Wehave been able to support Lee in
providing us with our jewel” the Newsletter” that binds us all together.
The BRLibrary is giving greater emphasisto films" DonJackanicz's
films will slowly but surely rival the Newsletter in keeping Russell's

ideas alive.
Togo back to finances" af'ter a year of befng finance chairman, 1

have madevery modestprogress. Part of this has been due to uw schedule™
whichis filled fran 5 A.M.to 9 P.M. with both personal and professional
respossibilities.  Too, as pointed out previously” humanistic organizations
such as ours are having to retract, both here and abroad. | think that

the only ultimately successful methodis for the BRSo makemoneyand

to use a portion of whatis madeto have a professional tund-raiser _
or-at a mi.nimumd pg one or our membergo workat it part-time.
Hawver we have no present cause to worry. | think for the time being

we should simpll'be satisried to function a year at a time, augmenting
our coatributioos whenpossible and 1lving within our means.

I wouldUketo suggest to aU mebers whoteel tlllett outn that the
best first. step is to spread Russell's ideas in wnt wq they can™ and
to contribute perhaps a widow'smite. Withtwo hundred of us engaged
in such activity” wecan do a great deal of ultimate good.

G) President BobDavis reports:

I received. a letter fran Edith Russell” and it says samenfee things
about the waythings are going” here at the BRS.Theseare iome
highlight8~

"Thethings that the BRSare doing and plamringto do seemto me
impressive and mremely encouraging, eopecially the scholarship.
program. | congratulate you most heartily.. It seemsas it things
are caning rapidl1l' and astonishingly well under your guidance.

It is all so heartening and I muchlook forward to hear:itrig m.ore¥s

She mentions Grahanifhetlowts SymZ}i'lol\tedicated to Ba.

She mentiollfldn Italian disc ot Blt's po_ to bere. (set to music?)

She is intere es2d in TomHome's choral work,,"ThrMPassionl!5"(~) .
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It anyone Imowsabout t:be Whet-lowlmphOD7 or the Italian disc, please
notit)" the Newsletter.

(6) Vice-President Gary Slezak reports:

I am nowchairing the AwardsCommittee. The CCIIDIIIltteeﬁanction has
has been outlined in NIlJ.0..13,41. If you are interested in (ecaning
more involved in the BRS,this is a good opportunity. The ODJittee
will canpile”l,over the next six months,a list of nomineesand their
credentials. he list will be sul:lnittedto the BOardof Directors,
which will narrow the list to 5 nominees. Atterwards, the general
membershipwill vote and select the recipient Ot the 1978 BRS

bud . -
The Committeewill consist of as manyBRSmembers&swish to join it.

In order to select the persons whomost reflect BRtsworkand actions,
we need the involvement of as ~ membersas possible. Please write
ine for more information. '(215 E. Chestnut st., #206,Chicago,IL 60611.)

Treasurer steve Reinhardt reports:
Balance On hand (12/31/76) 000000000000000000000000000000 15612_3

Income: 8 newmemberseeeeeesccccces IOS.O%
29 renewals............ooooo 20
Total dueseees 425.

Contrlbutions ®00000000000OOOS ~

1348:23

Expenditures: Information It
MembershigCom...... -24.58*
"Ru8sell"subscriptions 172.50
Toward t11lm purchases 31.3.00
Annual meetingeeseesee ~
. . 5'5'S:b4 ~58.64
Balance On hand (3/31/77) 0000000000000000000000000000000 1 5082
*Anegative amount, due to a refund of 97.60 from Harper's

for ads paid for preVious~ but not run, and unusua~ low
expenses this q-~er.

REPORTS FROM COMMI'"I'EES

(8) Applied PhilosophY COJIIDitteéMartin Garstens, Chairperson):
Martin's report is in the form of a proposal to the BRS, titled:
RUSSELAND THESECOND DISCOVERKFIRE

Somewherdeilhard De Chardin said:" Sane dq after we have mastered
the winds, the waves, the tides, and gravity, wewin harness for God
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the energies of IQve: and then tor the secondtime in the history of
the world manwill have discovered fire."

Bertrand Russell c~ have madethis seconddiscovel?7. Hehad all
the tools: the brains and reasoning pcrwerthe background,the education,
the health, the longevity (97 years), the occasion, the position in
society and in govermnent,the following amongintellectuals, th—
ideals, the love andthe desire to attain this goal.

The second discovery of tire, mg | suggest, is the e:x:tensionof mangs
capacity to reason in his social relations and morality, as the first
was the successful use of reason in man's relation to nature. But
Russell did :not bring this about,and it behoovesthe Russell Society,
in carrying on Russell's ~rk,  to undel”standwhy.

Russell lacked the ~aDmon:--t'buch.In spite of all his taleRts and
auspicious background, he remaihedan aristocrat 'Witha d:i.stinct
distaste for the camnonmarand'for those he thought less intelligent
than himself. (58e Kate"-T-ait's../reyiewf Clark'S "Life of Bertrand
Russell™ in RUSSELLZ2I.¢22,Spring-8ummet976.) In J\l esti:mation, this
was the primary weaknessin Russell's approachto the social problem.
HeNeVer thought out the necessary educational technig.lleSto reach
tbj cOOmi@anand thus attain a mass following.

his. cannot be an ordinary’ following. It is one in whichthe use of
reAsoningand scientific methoda la Russell is central. It also
consequently can onl,ybe slow in growth, but at least it could be a
beginning.

TheRussell Society, if it is to be morethan a book realHng
association, must attempt to explore and correct this basic weakness
of Russell's. Whateveradditional flaws one finds i:n Russell' s charact~:r
(and there are manyU1ltillat~1Jr reside in this weakness.

Onearea in whichRUSssell has important things to s~ and which is
particularly important for our time is that of ethics. If we can
bring reason and scientific methodinto ethics, as has thus far not
been done,ethics and rational morality wouldhave more extensive
influence. This, | believe, could be T. D. Chardin'~ second discovery
of fire.

At the University of Marylandl amtrying to iDterest sane of the
faculty in the question as to whether a verifiable- scientific ~hics
can be formedfran current PlJilosophies of ethics (ldlich are very
numerous), whichmight attain somedegree of consensus, in the same
wayas the natural sciences developed out of natural philolophy
historically. If this can be done,it-~wouldbe very important in
makingreason and scientific understanding morewidespread than the
natural sciences have done.

Information Committeg(l ee Eisler, Chairperson):

Editorial "we". In discussing TOMASKONIBtter (NL13-35), we said
liweagree" or "Walisagree" with various statements in the letter. When
wesaid that, wewere using the editorial "we";that is, wewere eXpre8~
ing the Newsletter Editor' x opinion. Wewere not speaking officially
on behalf of the BRSWherthat is the case, wewill say,"TheBRS
agrees (or disagrees)” .

We(and the BRS)wouldlike to makethat perfectly clear.
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(10) MembershigCcam1ttee (Lee Eisler, Chairperson):

W We are very pleased to rport that Bever:g-C.
bhase<rome the Co-Chairperson ot the !'lembershipCommittee.
She succeeds Carol Mull in handling the- inquiries and enrollments
that reBUIt trom our ettorts to recruit newmembers.Otticers,
Chairpersons, Directors and others whomq need printed. material
tor recruiting purposes (e.g. the BRSIntormatioll Packet) should
request it direct:g- from.Bever:g-(74 Montaine Park, Rochester, NY,
14617.) Our great thanks go to earol, whohandled this BRS

responsibility impeccably, even whenthere were manyother deml:lilds
on her time.

(11) Philosophers’ Canmittee (Ed Hopkins, Chairperson):
See (12), under PHILOSOPHERSRNER

PHIroSOPHERSORNER

(12) Report ot the Philosophers' Committee,by Ed Hopkins:

All tlows smoothlytowards the meellingt the BRSwith the American
Philosophical Association (Eastem Division) in Washington,D.C.

this December.A call for papers has appeared in Journal ot Philosol]ilY,
Reviewot Metaphlsics, Russell, and Procee~s  of the American
Philosophical Association.Sao far (April 5thOnly one paper has

been received, but that is morethan we had last year at this time.

I expect to get—T5 to 20 papers it the future succeeds in resembling
the past.

I el?m getting together tour copies ot papers and carments, and the tape,
of the last meeting. Theywill be tumed over to the BRibrary.

I have been teaching a course titled,"Self-help through fhilosophy,"
tor a local learning network called The Baltimore School. The main
text for the course was The Conquestof Ha~ess, with one essay
by Senecaon "Tranquillity of Mind"thrown < The discussions were
interesting, 1 leamed a8 muchas :rq "studentsit, and 1 rate the
experience a success. | will be doing another five week,orr. night
a week, course during Mq'.

(13) Newpl!riodical! The pibllsher of"Inrormation Philosophie™ has sent us
the- 28-page ~~er 1976 issue. This SWissperiodical aimsto .inform
its readers-(in  German)about "the newest trends, activities, and
happenings in the philo80]Xlical world.” Its address: Redaktion,
Schlimpergstra.se 31, CH-8.30Eftretikon, Switzerland. Wecouldn't
« find arry subscription price; maybeour Germanwasn't good enough. Youcan

borrowthis issue trail theBRS Library (3802 N. Kenneth Avenue,Chicago,
IL 60641.)
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TheFaith of a Humanistis the title of a little pamphletbT BR,
published bT the nAmericatHumanistAssociation, HumanistHouse, Yellow
Springs, OR45387. n BOBDAVISyhosent it to us, thinks it is about 20
years old, and has not been plblished in any bookhe knowsof. Here is
the canplete text.:

When try to discOTerwhat are the original .curces ot wr opinions,
both practical mel theoretical, | find that most ot them spring
ultimateq tran admiration for two qualities - Ildndq feeling and
veracity. Tobegin with kindg feeling: mostot the social. and political
evils ot th, ,worldari~e through absence of sympa.thgnd presence -
of hatred.,itill..,y, or fear. Hostile f.elings of this sort are c<DIIIOn
betweennations; at maD1imes they have aisted betweendifterent
classes or different creeds.within one nation; in m.anyrofessions
envyis an obstacle to the recognition of superior merit; hatred ot
Jews, oppression ot Negroes, contempttor all whoare not white, have
brought and are bringing great suttering to would-beoppressors as
well as to those wan they have soughtto oppress. Everykind of
hostile action or feeling provokesa reaction by whichit is increased
and so generates a prog~ of violence and injustice whichhas a
terrible vitality. This can only be metby cultivating in ourselves
and attempting to generate in the youngfeelings of friendliness
rather than hostility, of well-wishing rather than malevolence, and
of co-operation rather than canpetition.

Veracity and Kindl'YFeeling
If | amasked "Whylo you believe this?" | should not appeal to any
supernatural authority, but only to the general wish for happiness. A
world full of hate is a world full of sorrow. Eachparty, wherethere
is mutual hatred, hopesthat the otherpart;r will sutfer, but this is
seldan the case. .Anaventhe most successful oppressors are tilled
with tear - slave owners, for example, have been obsessedwith dread
ot a servile insurrection. Fromthe point ot view of worldy wisdan, hostile
feeling and limitation of sympathyare folly. Their fruits are war,death,
oppression, andtorture, pot only for their original victims but, in
the long run, also tor their perpetrators or their descendents. Whereas

it wecould all learn to love our neighbors the waldd wouldquic~
becomea paradiae for US all.

Veracity, whichl regard as secondonly to kindly teeling, consists
broadqg in believing according.to evidence and nat because a belief is
ccatortable or a source of pleasure. In the absence of veracit;r, kindly
feeling will otten be defeated by selt-deception. It used.to be carmon
for the rich to maintain either that it is pleasant to be poor or that
poverty is the result of shi.ft.lessness. Someéealthy people maintain
that- all illness is self-indulgence. | have heard fOOCi-huntengue
that the fox likes being hunted.. It is very easy for those whohave
exceptional powerto persuadethemselvesthat the systemb;rwhichthey
profit gives morehappiness to the underdogthan he wouldenjoy under
a morejust system. And,everwhereno obviousbias is involVed, it is
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only by meansof veracity that we can acquire the scientific Imowledge
required to bring about our ccumon purposes. Consider howmanycherished
prejudices had to be abandonedin the developnent of modernmedicine
and by'giene. Totake a different kind of illustration:  howbiwiy wars
would have been prevented if the side whichwas ultimately defeated had
formeda just estiate of its prospects instead. of one based on conceit
and wish fulfillment!

Belieying Without Proof

Veracity, or love of truth, is defined by Leckeas "not entertaining
any proposition with~greater assurance than the proofs it is built
uponwill warrant.” This definition is admirable in regard to all those
matters as to which proof mayreasonably be demanded.Butsince proofs
need premises, it is impossible to prove aD1thingunless sane tliings
are accepted without proof. Wemust therefore ask ourselves: what sort
of thing is it reasonable to believe without proof? 1 should reply:
the facts of sense-experience and the principle of mathematics and
logic - including the inductive logic employedin science. These
are things which we can hardly bring ourselves to doubt, and as to
whichthere is a large measure of agreement amongmankind. But in
matters as to which mendisagree ,0I' as to which our ownconvictions
are wavering, we should look for proofs, or if proofs cannot be
found, we should be content to confess ignorance.

There are sClllavhohold that veracity should have limitations. Some
beliefs, they say, are both comforting and:1lliOrallizeneficial, although

it cannot be said that there are valid scientific grounds for

supposing themto be tl1"lle;t,hese beliefs, they say, should not be
critically examined. 1 cannot myself admit any such doctrine. 1

cannot believe that mankindcan be the better for shrinkins fran the
examination of this or that question. Nosoundmorality can need to be
based upon evasion, and a happiness derived fran beliefs not justified on
any ground except.their pleasantness is not the kind of happiness that
can be unreservedly admired.

Religious Beliefs and the Universe

These considerations apply especially to religious beliefs. Mostof us
have been brought up to believe that the universe owesits existence to
an all-wise and all-powerful Creator, whosepurposes are beneficent even
in whatto us puq seemevil. 1 do not think it is right to refuse to
apply to this belief the kind of teats that we should apply to one

that touches our emotions less intimately and profoundly. I~ghere any
evidence of the existence of such a Being? Undoubtedlybelief in Him

Is comforting and se= times has good moral effects on character and
behavior. But there is no evidence that the belief is t1"lle. For sz part,

I think. the belief lost whatever rationality it once possessed when

it was discovered that the earth is not the center of the universe~

So long as it wasthought that the sun and the planets and the starS
revolved about the earth, it wasnatural to supposethat the universe

had a purpose connected with the earth, and, since manwaswhat m&n'.,moe
admired on the earth, this purpose was supposedto be,elnhodied in man.'-, -
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But astironClllarid geology have changedall thi8. Theearth is a minor
planet of a minor star whichis one of 1817 millions ot stars in a
galax;ywhich is one of marty millions of galax:ies. Evenwithin the -life
of our ownplanet manis cmly a briet interlude. Norejumisn life

existed for countless ages betore manlf&ievolved.: Man, even it he does
not cOBfdtsciGtific suicide, will perlSliUltliDately through failUN

of water or air or warmth. It is difficult to believe that cmnipotel'lce
needed.so vast a setting for so 111D&4Ahd transitory a result.

A.parttrc:mthe minuteness and brevity of the humanspecies, 1 cannot
teel that it is a wort~ cl.i.maxo such an enormousprelude. Th.e~is
a rather repulsive smugnessand sel.t-canpl&cencY¥h the argumentthat
manis so splendid as to be evidence 01- infinite wisdomand infinite
powerin his Creator. Thosewhouse this kind of reasoning always t1'7
to concentrate our attention onthe few saints and sages; they try to
makeus forget the Neros and Attilas and Hitlere and the m:'l1Honsof
meanpoltroons to whom such menowed their power. Andeven what is best
in us is apt to lead to disaster. Religions that teach brotherly love
have been used as an excuse for pel'8ecution, and our profoundest
scientific insight is madeinto a meansof mass destruction .1 can
:imaginea sardonic demonproducing ufj for hisamussnent, but 1 cannot
attribute to a Beingwhois wise, -I>~eficent;' and _annipOtenthe
terrible weight of cruelty, mrl'ferilig;-dlll irorilc degradation of what
is best that has marredthe history of manin increasing measureas he
has becomemaster of his fate.

A Plausible Conjecture

There is a different and vaguer conception of cosmic Purpose as not
amni~tent but slow~worki.ng its _,. through recalcitrant material.
——Tti{sIS a mOreplausible conception than that of a Godwho" though
omnipotentand loving, has deliberately produced beings so subject to
suffering and cruelty as the majority of mankind. I do not pretend to
know that there is no such Purpose; MW knowledgeof the universe is

too limited. Butl do say, and I' say with confidence, that the Imowledge
of other humarbeings is also l:iJnited, and that no one can adduce any
goodevidence that cosmic processes have an,. purpose whatever. Our

very inadequate evidence, so far as it goes, tends in the opposite
direction. It seemsto showthat energy is being more and more even~
distributed, while everyt~ing to whichit is possible to attribute value
dependsuponunevendistribution. In the end,therefore, we should expect
a dull uniformity, in whichthe universe would continue forever and

ever without the occurence of ~hing in the slightest de~ee interesting ee
I do not say this will happen; I say onll'that, on the basis of our
present knowledge,it i8 the most plausible conjecture.

Immortality, if we could believe in it, wouldenable us to ahake off

this gloomabout t.11lephysical world. We 8haalds~ that although our

souls, during their sojourn here on earth, are in bondage to matter and
physical laws, they pass at death into an eternal world beyondthe empire

of dec~ which science seemsto reveal in the sensible world.. But it is
impossible to believe this unless wethink that a humarbeing consists

of two parts - soul and.body- whichare separable !ind can continUE!
independently of each other. Untortunat~ all the Gvidooce is agairmt

this. Themindgrowslike the body; like the body it inherits cha.r&cteri™\.,:tc
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from both parents; it is affected by diseases of the boclyand by drugs;
it is intimately connectedwith the brain. There is no scientific reason
to supposethat atter death the mindor soul acquires an indepence of
the brain whichit never h~ irllite. | do not pretend that tnis arg'Ull8nt
is conclusive, but it is all that wehave to go on except the slender
evidence supplied by psychical research.

Happiness/['hrough KindnesB
Marly people fear that » without the theoretical beliefs that 1 find
Dr;1selcanpelled to reject, the ethical beliefs which | accept could
not survive. Theypoint to the growth of cruel systems opposedto
Christianity. Buttheee systems, which grewup in a Christian atmos}ilere,
could never have grownup if either ldnd~ feeling;',or veracity hid been
p-acticed; they are evil myths, inspired by hate aDdwithout sci4lmtiitic
support. Mentend to have the beliefs that suit their passions. Cruel
menbelieve in a cruel Godand use their belief to excuse their cruelty.
~ ldndg menbelieve in a ld.nd:q God, and they wouldbe ~ in
any case. Thereasons for the ethic that, in cCIlIDINMjth mery whose
beliefs are moreorthodox, | wish to Beeprevail are reasons derived
frail. the course of events in this world. Wehave seen a great system
of cruel falsehood, the Nazi system, la.d a nation to disaster at
immensecost to its opponents. It is not by such systemsthat happiness
is to be achieved; even without the help of revelation it is not difficult
to see that humarwelrare requires a lesll, ferocious ethic. Moreand
more people are beccmi.nginable to accept traditional beliefs. It they
think that, apart fran these beliefs, there is no reason for kindly
behavior the results Dy be needless~ unfortunate. 'hat is whyit is
important to showthat no supernatural reasons are neededto makemen
kind and to prove that only through kindness can the humarrace achieve

happiness.
BRONPEOPLE
(15) BRon Lenin. Wesaid- in N1J.3-35 - that BRfound Leninto be ruthless.
Here is sane ot what BRsaid 'to John Chandosin 1961, taken fran the LP,
-SpeakingPeNopau;, .~  (Riverside 70J.4/701S). Webased our conclusion,

that BRfound Lenin ruthless, on the last paragraph below.

I met Leninin 1920'lwenl wu in Russia. | had an houris talk with
himtete a tete.The conversation was in English, and his English was
quite good.

I wasl,ess 1mpressed with Leninthan | expected to be. Hewas ot course
a great man. Heseemedto be a reincamation ot Cromwell,with exactly
the samelimitations that Cromwelhad. Absolute orthodoJC;Hethought
a proposition' could be provedby quoting a text. in Marx. Andhe was
quite incapable ot supposingthat there could be aDIthiDg in Marxthat
wasn't right. ThatStruck meas rather limited. , .,

I disliked his great readinei,s to stir up hatred. | put certain

questions to him. Oneot themwas: you protess to be establishing
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aociali8lll,but as far as the countl'7side is concerned, ;youseemto me
to be establishing peasant proprietorship, which is a very different

thing frclll agricultural  socialism. He sald,no dear me, no. We're not
e8taltlishing peasant proprietorship. Yousee, there are poor peasants
and rich peasants, and we stirred up the- poor peasantis against the rich
peasants, and they soon hanged them to the nearest tree, halhalhal i

I diem't muchlike that.

ABOUBERTRAND RUSSELL

(16) Lester Denonnrecollects 3 hours he spent with BR in 1943:

At the suggestion of Professor Schilpp of Northwestem University
for whose Library of Living Philosophers | ampreparing a bibliography
of the works of -Bert.rand Russell, | have been iy coaimmication with
Russell fran time to time about the project. His recent series of
lectures on Mondayevenings in NewYork City gave methe opportunity
of suggesting a meeting. His response was characteristically crisp:
"Your letter reached me after somedelay. | amafraid | probab~
couldn't managedinner, but | could cometo your office next Monday
(Feb. 16,1942) between 3 and 3:30, and give as muchtime as might be
necessary. If however your work makes that impossible, | will try to
manage a later hour on a later Monday.Yours slncere~ (signed)
Bertrand Russell.”

The eventful Mondayarrived but no Russell and finall.y a.t about
quarter t.O four Mr. Russell was announced and in a few seconds was

before me- all to -self. I had seen him but twice before, on the
lecture platform at Comell in 1924 and in Brooklyn in 1938. It was
the same Russell | had seen, but an older man, trailer looking than

his height on the dais led one to believe, but vigorous and hearty
nonetheless, with unforgettably' roguish, piercing blue eyes, that
punctuated every rflllwW"k,and the distinguished shock of white hair
that crowns the familiar angular photographs.

He apologized for being late, stating that he had miscalculated the
time it would take to reach ~of.:rice. He strode to the windowto enjoy
the view and pass a few pleasantries about the shipping - or lack of
it - and then indicated that he was ready' to get downto business.
Hewanted to see how far | had progressed with the bibliography.

Before handing him Jg notebook, | remarked howthoroughJT ashamed I
was to sit downwith him, since 1T Mother's maid had told me it was
no honor to meet him. "Why that fellow ran a nudist campin England,
and what' 8 more, they called him Barney, that' 8 what they did e« He
shrugged. his shoulders, realizing that the Barney was a lot of "Blarney,
and mere~ camnentedthat the newspapers - or someof them - bad-
seen fit to print wholly UlBitigatec:l lies about hime,

He opened the looseleaf and turned. to 1895, to a note on his article,
"The Logic of Geaaetry,” appearing in "Mind." "I rememberthat well,"
he said.. "Except.tor an earlier review, that was the first time that
wr nameappeared in print. as an author" and Tou knowhowan aspiring

author i#llimpressed by his first appearance in print. «
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Hethen read caretully line arter line, year arter year, cOlllllenting
not intrequcntly on entries he had forgotten and recalHng other
possible sources for items. Hewasthroughout extremely helpful in
makingBUggestions.

Man;of the booksand articles struok forgotten chords that played
first uponhis eyes with merry twinldu - and then tripped with droll
laconic Jitrases into anecdotes soundedin rich English accent.

""Haldane on Infinity." | remembethat well. It wasthe cust_ tor
member®of the Aristotelian Society to tear each other's papers apart
UDIl.erc~. Notknowinghat the membersiad decided that it wouldbe
unbecaDingo follow this practice with their president, a distinguished
cabinet minister, | sat intently writing notes for refutation. WherHaldane
had finished.,014 Shadwortharose to movethe vote of thanks but wastoo
weakto continue. Imaginemyconsternation whenthey turned to meto
makethe motion. | did'so,but rushed hemewith mynotes to get the
criticism off mychs. Hencethe article. «

"'Proposed Road.to Freedan." Youmow, that wascalled 'Roadsto
Freedom'in England,but v publishers thought it was safer to call it
'Proposed Roads," in Americau

"Cambridgarticles? Ob,yes, | remembethe controversy about one
in whichl tried to showthat it wasnecessary to lie to becomeordained
in the Churchof England. I caught one of the Professors of Church
History in a glaring inconsistency on a point of church history”

"Articles in the Britannica? Why,of course. The Britannica cameout
with an edition during the last war in whichthe article about mepainted
meas a horrible fellow. Wherarter the war, they invited. meto write
on mathematical philosophy, | answeredthat | learned fran their prior
edition that 1| wasscarcely a tit personto becomea contributor. Along
letter of apology followed pranptlﬁ/. n

"Weeklysyndicated articles in the Hearst newspapers?Youknow,awriter
has to makehis living by his bad writing so that he can continue at
what he thinks is his ghoodwriting."

nion Denoting' _ | thihk that wasmybest work. | have expressed the
ideas better subsequently, but that represents the field - on description -
in which | believe mostwill say is 3 most significant contribution. «

"Youwill notice that | alweysspell Leibniz without the ttt .If there
had heen Germarbirth certificates in his day, they wouldhave shown
the 't', but since he wrote mainly in French, he himself indicated
the namemost frequently without it. «

"Jourdain's 'The Philosophy of Mr. B*rtr*and R*ss*|~' That was a curious
work containing manydirect statements of mine. Jourdain, poor fellow,
suffered frompara~sis, | wouldgoto see h~ frequently and bring
himall sorts of mental gymnastics, such as,” irat, the idea slipped
mymindand then it wentclean out of myhead, Wherewasthe" idea
betweenthe two events?' It seemsthat Jourdain took themall down
and got themout in book form, adding sane others that he picked up
elsewhere.x,

"Articles on "bina? Amissionary oncetold me that one of our articles
criticizing the English government'sreatment of the Chmese had saVed
the lives of ~ Englishmenin t.he'days whent~e anti-foreign difficulties
were rife.The Chinese figured that if one EnglishmancoUld Write that
way, maybeall the English weren't so bad. Butthe English govermnent
didn't like the article very muchanyway.1t
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We had arranged a very interesting programearl,yin our meeting. He
wanted a little time out tor an Englishmans regular afternoon tea while
I signed mymail; then he wouldlike about three quarters ot an hour
to review his lecture notes tor the evening and then.ein answerto a
repeated invitation . "he probabl,ycould iDanag@&imer,” so long as he
could get to his lecture a tew minutes betore the scheduled hour. '

At tive he lett. and returned shortly after halt past. Oneot the boys
chancedto be in the reception roan whenhe returned. | introduced him
to Russell and cc:mnentethat he had heard him someyean ago in a debate
with John CowpeP01l17S*Ohe I remembethat debate. It was on marriage.
I agreed with Powyson one point - that marriage has Banethingto do
with the ditterence betweenmenand wanen."

I then took himon a short tour ot the ottice.. explaining what he had
gathered tran sane ot the telephone calls that had interrupted ua, that
the tirm represented one ot the large cODlllereiabanks ot the city.
"Youknow no doubt.ethat | don't particularly like bankers.¢' he said.
He seemeda little perplexed at the tact that | should have shownsuch
devotion to his works as evidenced by the large library ot over sixty
volumesthat | have acquired and all the time | have spent on the
bibliography.. whenmy surroundings seemedso toreign to his social and
political view. |1 acknowledgedhat | diftered with himand added that .
perhaps, myviews were less remote trail his than those ot 80meot my
colleagues. He seemedamusedat this response and satistied to let the
point drop - tor the time being.

Betore returning to myroan. | ottered hima separate roomtor his
lecture review but he said that that wouldbe unnecessary. His notes
were in longhand. Heread them silently and caretW.ly.e with his ever
faithful pipe aglow.lll can't think without it.”" Rowand again he made
a tew changes. In order not to makehia conscious of mypresence.. |
sat preparing mycontracts lecture tor the next evening. He later
explained that he alWw81'seviews his thoughts this waybefore a lecture
and then is able to talk without reading from his notes, except now
and then. FrequentlJrhe talks tran a bare outline.

Wherhe had tinished, we repaired to Ye Olde ChopHouseon Cedar street.
He c<IDID8ntedry favorabl,yabout the place. lilt rEDindsmeof an inn
in London.l wasthe only Englishmanwhoever went there. ''bey madeit
tor Americans."

His running rapid-tire canmentdelighted meas it; must have sane of
the guests at the intimately close table... s his rich English voice
was uilidstakably arresting.. .

UWillDurant? Channingtellow. Writes beaut~.. but never has a
tact correct - not evel)myfatherls name!

"Whitehead?l amsure that wediffer frCDeach other on asyz points .e
but we have retrained fran printing our disagreements. Yet | remember
one occasion whenl lectured on solipsism ata meeting at which he was
chairman. | said | could.not subscribe to the doctrine as | could not
believe that | had created all that existed in the world.e especiall¥
not the ma.nyages of Mr. Whiteheadthat 1 could not understand."

Hesaid that he had been in all ot the United States on lecture tOurs
except Flor:iida, Georgia and South Carolina. This remark was prompted
by ItY explanation of the reason whymytamily was presently' in Florida-e.
"l amvery sorry to hear about the mastoid trouble your children have
had. If1' two)olderchildren were also operated on tor mastoids. |
remembethe night whenone wastaken to the hospital. | had to debate
with a bishop. | don't like bishops.ebut | particularly didn't like
this one. Heargued that all h1JI'JI8affering was caused by sin. |
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could scarcely' understand howrq little tive-year-old boy could have
sinned so muchu

"Talking about bishops - you knowsfz disinterested view of the so-called
Bertrand Russell case is that it was an outrage. Even it | had not been
concerned in it, | would still think it 'Wasan outrage.. They us6d to

sa;ya lot about Tennessee.” His eyes twinkled.

He asked mewhether | differed trcm his philosophic position -
again intimating that 11 surroundings bespoke wide divergence tram his
political ideas. | said that | had just finished a book still in
typescript in which | developed an epistemological idealism along with
a metalitysical realism, which | presumedwas opposed to his realism.
"Onthe contrary,” he said,"if you are influenced by critics Whaomistake
myviews and place mewith the realists, then ;youwill think so, but
if you will attend closely' to my arguments, you will see that | haventt
been an epistemological realist since 1905. Mylatest book should
convince ;youol' that."

He explained that he was lecturing once a weekat the Barnes Foundation
on the histor;y of thought frOOIThales to today. He is carefully planning
these lectures in preparation for a lengthY'work on the history of
humanthought in its social and cultural background.

Onthe wayto the lecture hall, he harked back to his perplexity at
my choosing him tor my philosoJitic labors in my philosphic hobby. I
explained that insofar as hero worship was concerned, that | had a hero
in the late Justice Oliver Wendell Holmeswho, although not a systematic
philosopher, stirred medeeply by the trend of his thinking. He stated
that he could readily understand why an American lawyer interested in
philosophy could feel that way about Holmesbut that he wu still curious
about himself. 1 said | could not better express myviews about him than
I had done on previous occasions when| had said that 1 telt his to be
the most catholic mind ("small tct he interjected) that | knewthrough
which | could view the currents of camtemporaryproblems. .

By this time we had reached. his destination. He madesure not to mix
up the books we had alongside of us. | had Laird:s "Theismand
Cosmology", and the philosopher had - a detective story. He got agilely
out of the taxi,and as he swungaround to enter the lecture hall,he turned
back and said, "Besure to tell your Mother's maid tha.t 1 amneither so
wicked., nor for that matter, so red as | ampainted. n (‘iRecollections
of Three Hours with BerbrandRussell™ original ]y appeared.in ilfCorrect
English”, Vol.44, No.1- Decemberl943.)

Our thanks to DONIACKANICZ.

BRMENTIONED

Studs Terkel. Areview of Studs 'larkel «s newest book, "Talking to Myself,"
{TimeMagazine, 4/18/77) ment~onsthe wide variety of events and personalitle~~
that Terkel has written about.

"Hewas in Chicago wen Dillinger was shot and in Selmain 1965. He has
also elicited conv8J1'S8,tiotram just about evel7 notable tram Bertrand
Russell to Mahalia Jackson.
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We will try to have the conversation he elicited trail BR in our next
issue. Ourthanks to ALBERTDIADIO.

BR QUOTED

Twakinds of work. GeorgeF. Will's article,"The Hell of Affluence"
INewsweek3121/77) discusses Fred Hirsch's newbook, "Social Limits To
Growth. Its thesis is that whenan affluent society has satisfied basic
material needs, then people begin to want "positional i« or prestige
things such as a "choicen suburbanheme, an "exclusive"” vacation spot, :
an "elite" education, a rsuperior: job - whichare necessarl~ in
limited suppll'- andthis is boundto produce discontent. The number
Gf persons educationally equipped for "superior” jobs increases faster
than the numberof such jobs. Wills' final paragraph goes as follows:

. Todg even morethan in 1935,there is muchtruth in what Bertrand
Russell then said facetiously: "Workis of two kinds: first,

altering the position of matter at 'or near the earth:s surface
relatively to other such matters; second, telling other people to
do so. Thefirst is unpleasant and ill-paid; the secondis pleasant
and highly paid. The secondkind is capable of indefinite extension:
there are not only those whogive orders,but those whogive advice
as to what order should be given.u

ASSESSMENT8R

Will Durant, on the contemporaryscene in philosophy:

Professional philosophy still hides itself fromthe world, lost and
secure in the labyrinths Qf logic, the mysteries of mathematics, or
the meticulous, anesthetizing anall'sis of words.

Bertrand Russell is the lusty exception to this norm;he soon broke
out of the cave to face bravely what seemto methe real prgblemsof
philosophy: nature and mind, morals and character, liberty and order,
violence and law, youth and age, love and marriage, beauty and ugliness,
Communisand democracy,war and peace, religion and secularism, progress
and decay, the lessons of history, the meaningor lite and death.

'hanks, again, to DONACKANICZ.
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Cllicago area.Gary- Slezak writes: "At our last meeting, we discussed BRS
It'IbeProblems of Philosophy" and continued our discussion fran the previous
meeting of Sidney Hook's article attacking Russell (NL12-62). The next
meeting is scheduled for late Mig. We plan to show new film.s recently
purchased for the Library."

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS

Peter Cranford has been writing- papers: uRussell and his Detractors"

5 pages ; "Bertrand Russell's ConcePtion of the Meaning of Life"

8 pages), which will be a chapter in Dr. Erika Wick's book (title
unknown). Both papers are available fran the IRS Library(3802 N. Kenneth
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641)

Albert Ellis' article, "Religious Beliets in the United States Today,

in “The Humanist" (March-April 1977) suggests reasons why "so many
intelligent  and wel..l,..educated people today fall back on devout dependency
on supernatural .forces, which their own parents and teachers had largely
abandoned in the 1920s and 1930s."

According to an item in the Indianapolis star (4/21)/77), Albert Ellis,
"psychotherapist and author, 'Will speak at the 28th Annual Meeting of the
Mental Health Association in Marion County at 8 P.M., —.g12th." (Thank
you, CAROMULL.)

Ed Hopkins has been teaching a course, "Self.help through Philosophy. i
See (12)

Corliss  Lamontwas named Humanist of the Year by the American Humanist
Association. He gave the keynote address at the AHAs recent meeting in
L.A., telling what he believed characterized a Humanist, and citing BR
an example of saneone whoremained vital to the end because he never
retired but kept himself involved. @ BRSmembers present wero BOBDAVIS,
CHARIESREENNd BILL YOUNG.

Justin Leiber has been appointed a visiting scientist at M.I"T: His book,
"NoamChomsky: A.Philosophical Overview" (St. Martins Press, NewYork) wil~
soon be followed by "Structuralism:  Scepticism and Mind in the Psychologieu
Sciences. it He chaired last year' a BRSsession at the annual meeting or the
American Philosophical Association (Eastern Division) andexpects 10 chair
it again this year (in Washington, late December.) He is looldrig ~Ol a-
job teaching philosophy.

Betty De Loach Milhamhas 3 organ concerts scheduled for July: at Hartwick
College, Oneonta, N.Y. July 3rd; at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine,
NYC,Jul..23rd; and one in Passaic, N.J. , date and place not known. (It

interested  in atte~ the Passaic conert, write Betty,,: 1474 lif.on Avenull
S.E., Aicken, SC2980l.,) In addition to giVing conerts,. she teaches piano,
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organ aDdharpsichord, and has organised and been direc.\or of the Aiken
Choral Society.

(26) . Jack Pitt, BRS Secretary, is one of twelve participuts attending a2-month
seminar this 8UB1llet The Johns Hopkins University. The seinar,~ilosophy
and the Social Sciencell, will focus upontheories concerning the 'p87chological
basis of culture, and upon alternative explanations of instituticma and
inatituticmal change. It is funded b7 the National EndOllilenfor the
Humanitee with the intent of enabling .cholars tcm differeDt parts of
the country to c<ae together to engage in advanced st~ and research.
The amountof the avard i. $2400.

Warren Allen Smith writes "lIfa,nhattanScene"”, a 2-page sheet -for excerpting
by’ West Indian newspapers.”It consists of items from variO\18 pu.h.lications
and organizations, plus a generous helping of jokes. Here are samples frail
the issue of March31, 1977:

The truth behind the food crisis, claims the Environmental P'und,is that
the 1974 UN meetings in Bucharest and Romenistakenly assumed, first,
that. the hungry nations have the right to. produce as iy children as
they- please; and, second, others have the responsibilitY' to feed them.
Thus, the Fund0Jo2 18th St., w, Washington,n.C. 2(036) states that
although cOW!Itries have evel'l right to increase their population., th8'1
also have the acccnpa.Dlingesponsibility to care for those people. It's
not up to the U.5. or Australia or someother nation to care for the
rest of the world, particularly whenthey do not realize that the real
problem behind world hunger is "too man;r people.” At somepoint, concludes
the group,'we in the U.S. are going to find that we cannot provide

for the world an;ymorethan we can police it."”

GrouchoMarx, whenasked what he thought of computerdatin,.g, said, "I'm
in favor of it. But on:Q4f the two computerslove each other.”

NEW HCIORARMRERS

(28) Weare delighted to report that we have two newhonorary m.embers:

Katharine Russell Talt, daughter of Bertrand Russell and Dora Black
Russell, is a founding membermnf the FilS and was its first Treasurer.

John Rwsaell, son of Bertrand Russell and DoraJ3lackRussell, is now
the Ear~I'Russell, having inherited. the title from his father. John
writes,” here are stillll1&II1' causes whicbcould activate the mind of
Bertrand.Russell. Thebattle is Dot over.e Andso it is with particular
delight that 1 welcomeyour invitation to meto join the Bertrand
Russell Societ,. as an Honorary Memben
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(2 . We are very pleased to welcomethese newmembers:

George C&rterjEPP/Carnegie-Kellon thU.versity/Pittsburgb,PA 15213
David Bruce Harley/98 Bertram Dr./ Dondas, OntesL9H 4T7/Canaila
Vance G. Ingalls,Jr./2237  Mason! san Francisoo,CA 94133

James Kuzmak/24Collingswood Road/ New Cit,..,NY 10956
(Mr.)B.J.Lucas/4316 Dal.lae/ Houston, TX 77023

Carl C. Neel/541 MmcBee strNt/Malvem,AR 72104

Jay Seckela/5234 S.E. Ogden/Portland, OR 97206

Larry E. Small/436] Lake Drive/Robbinsdal.,MN 55422

William L. Webber/46-CDana Street/Cambridge, MA 02138

Verna J. Wefald/Apt. 708/1673 ColumbiaRoad.,N.W.!Washington,D€0009

Charles L. Weyand/17066_os Modelos/Fountain Valley,CA 92708

ADDRESHANGESCORRECTIONS

(30) Corrections are underlined. A newaddress has no underlining.

TrumanE. Anderson,Jre/I200 Denver Club Bldg./Denver,CO0O0202

Dr. John Cook/stevens Clinic Hospital/U.S. 52tuth/welch,wv 24801

Alex Del;r/2419 N. Prospect Rd"#B!Peoru.,IL 61 3 .

Alberto Donadio! AP55323/Medellin, Colombu,

Justin D. Leiber/20C 128,M.1.T./77 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02139

'lizabeth De Loaoh 1filham/1474Lyon Av.enue-"E./A~en,SC 29801
Thomas Charles Taskonis/329 East 12th Street,Apt. 9L~w York,NY10003

. BULIETIMROARD

Goodbook, gmdb_ Wehave bought a limited numberof copies, at a
bargain price, ra. Black Russell's. The Tamarisk Tree» list price

9. 95~-W+rfer 11 -at- §I+ -piu8 56; for poStage. Dora ..».BR's 2ild wifes

and mother 'of our two newhonorary-members- tells Whatit was like
being married to BRand running the BeaconHill School with (and without)
him. Order The Tamarisk Tr~.from DONACKANICZ802 NeKennethAvenue,
Chicago,IL 60641.
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RECOMMENREADING

(32) "From Under The Rubble", Alexander Solzhenitsyn,editor (Little Brown
1974) is a collection of essays, 2 of which are reccmnended by BOBDAVIS:
"Socialism in our Put and Future” by Igor Shafarevich, and "Contemporary
Socioeconomic Syst8lI8and their Future Prospects” Dby Mikhail Agursky'.
itBoth dissidents, both hostile to socl&li8ll1,both thought-proYOldng.
Several other essays are, unfortunately, religious hogwash,it says Bob.

BOOIREVIEWS

(33) Dora reviews Clark. The following review, by Dora Black Russell, 0t
RCinaldw. Clark's "The Life of Bertrand Russell” originally appeared in
"Freethinker" (December 1975, Vol. 95#12):

In two respects at least ROIllal®V. Clark has undertaken an immense

task - to deal with the extent and canplexity Ot Russell's life, as
well as the vast amount of material, published and unpublished. He has
the possibly unenviable advantage Ot being the first person allowed

by the Russell Estate and McMaster University to make use for publication
of the Russell Archives; he haf also the correspondence between Russell
and Lady ottoline Morrell and ady Constance Malleson, both nowno
longer living. Onemust give him considerable credit for exhaustive work,
which no one whohas ever undertaken research should undervalue.

But several considerations arise in dealing with archives. The volwne
ot the material is overwhelming and indigestible in a short space of
time; howmuch should be verbatim, howmuch paralitrased; most important
of all, what should be selected tor publication and what left out. As I
indicated in 1w autobiography, Russell left his papers to two Trustees,
Countes8 Edith Russell and Anton Felton, of the Russell Estate. Thqg- had
the powerto destroy or otherwise dispose Ot these papers. Noneof Russell'S
children have been told what has or has not been preserved of fami4r

correspondence.l do not knowif ~ letters of mine to Russell exist;
if so, | have been infonned that, on Russell's orders, they are not to
be published till five years after mydeath. AIll this is relevant only

in the sense that a biographer is inevitably highly selective in the use
of material and will be guided by his ownopinions, values and tastes,

as well as by the availability @ and sheer superabundance of documents with
which he has to deal. .

Perhaps | should say at once that | amone of those whodislike the
modern passion for prying into every detail Ot people's private, more
especially their sex, lives and the hoarding up of letters and papers
for the FW'POseof sale and future “revelations".Many letters survive,
of course, tor sentimental reasons and may later be discovered. But others
are both written and preserved. by those concerned. out of a eense of their
ownimportance; these, to the disadvantage of humbler persons,survive
to make and possibly distort history. | do not knowto what extent learning

more about a writer or statesman may d8lIBgethe 1lllageone may have formed
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of him. I do knowthat, whenl read howthe wife of John Donnegave birth
to twelve children and died in childbirth, it tarnished. somewhatfor me
the glory of his love poetry.

But I want first to commenbn Clark' 5 handli~ of Russell the mathematician,
philosopher, rationalist, political refonner and agitator. Clark gives
chronologicall.y the relev.ant information and extracts frfPIl letters, and
as regards the achievement with Whitehead of "Principia .I"Aathematica",
there is. little that &IVonenot expert can say, except to note the agony
and exhaustion the work entailed. But whenit comesto other activities,
Clark fails to get inside the spirit of Russell and the times through
which he was living. Clark is either lacking in the necessary imagination
and empathy, or else he is too right-wing in politics to do justice to
Russell's campaigns. He is certainly, like one aspect of Russell himself,
a class and cultural snob. Weare frequently remindedthat Benie was
Ita Russell”, so inspired by great traditions that his aristocratic bearing
at the Nobel Prize ceremonyin Stockholmwas such as to "put the Royal
Family at ease~I

Exploration of religion with Ottoline has space, but the great battle
for reason against authority, intolerance and superstition is scarcely
mentioned. But this mattered greatly at the period whena mere handful
of "Heretics".in  Cambridge, with C. K. Ogdenwere u}:holdingthe young
in their unbelief amidan environment of cumpulsory chapel-going in the
Colleges. Nor is credit given to Ogden, the rightful inventor of the
impudent "Tod~ and Tomorrow'series to which both Bertie and | contributed.
I have been credited with"influencing"Bertie towards anti-religion. The
truth is that both of us had to struggle free tran a religious upbringing.
And, in fact, one of Bertie ts first suggestions to meon our return fran
~ina wasthat | should join the Rationalist Press Associatioo and the
Independent Labour Party. Weboth attended. dinners of the RPA,Bertie
worked and WIOIE -for them for halt a century, and was their President -
tran 1955 till the day of his death. Hewas on the Panel of'Di8tinguished
Memberof. the National 'Secular Society, to whonhe gave a lecture in
1927 on "~y | AnmNot a Christian”, which was later published by the NSS
and the RPA.

Tothe National Secular Society on th-e occasion ot their Centenary es
late as 1966 he wrote: nlt is good newsthat the National secular
Society is publishing a centenary brochure, and | amglad to take this
opportunity of congratulating the Society on a hundred years of successful
work for liberal causes. Ninety-eight yeare ago my father was defeated in
a Parliament&17election !?ecausehe advocated birth control. Throughout
the disgracefully scur~1l0us campaignhis opponents alluded to him &8
Vice-Count Amberley. A Bishop accused hiD of infanticide and his usual
p~litical friends tought shy of supporting him. Not only in .this matter
of birth control, but in all questions where sex plays a part, there has
been, during the last hundred years, and especial.l.;yduring the last
fil'ty, a profound change in which the National Secular Society has taken
a valiant part. The Blasph6lD1 aws, though stillon the Statue Book,
have becomea dead letter. There still remains muchto be done to secure
a rational ethic,and wemay look forward confidently to the continuation
of the valuable work of the National Secular Society in this field. |
wish all success to the Society. i

In 1964 this was his contribution to the NSBcampaignfor Secular
Education:"The attempt t.o impose-religious belief on children ehould
be resisted. Religious doctrine is arbitr8lI'7 and entirely the province
of those whowish to maintain such views as they find adequate to their
needs. It is entirely unacceptable, however, that doctrine should be
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foisted uponthe. 7oubg as a matter of duty in the course of their
education. | welcomdhe campaignagainst ccmpulsorychapel and religious

coercion in our schools.-

Asweall know,frca present controverq, none of these causes cb be
called a dead letter. And Bertie Rueell-stands out in his time, as great
as Voltaire in his, as a tireless fighter of great integrity who was a
support and inspiration to multitudes amonghe confusedsid troubled,
to wham he brought relief and clarity of thought.

OnphilosODftyClark right4 gives space to the harrying of Russell
by Wittgenstein. As | have never been a Wittgenstein fan | can only
feel sympathywith Russell, when, in the midst of writing the results
of very hard-wonthought, he was assailed by attacks on his personal
character and by theories that seemedto destroy-the very foundation
of his work. Asto this nowl cannot judge, but at that d$te, since 1
was studying philosophy and eighteenth-centUry thought myself, | enjoyed
Bertie' s application of the atoodc and a.n.al.yl;hethodto matter and
mind, and | recall sharing, his puckish delight that Einstein had"upsei;
MY Newtoniancosmology."

The story of Russell's pacifism from 1915 onwardsis useful.lytold
in detail fromRussell' s angle. This wasthe time in Russell's life ,men
he was most emotionally alive, and was able, in great meetings, to
reach out and feel himself at one with the mass of ordinary people.e But
it does not conveyjust what Russell meantto us youngmenand wanen,

a manwhostood up alone for the sake of life, conscience, the hope of
a better world. Wewouldhave followed him 8JV'1"here.

By the sametoken, Clark's estimate of the Campaigrfor Nuclear Dis-
armamentieND) and the CODIllitteef 100 is totally inadequat.e. Those
of us whohad been youngbeside Russell in 1916 nowfound again the
championwve needede At its out~t, eND was an uprising of intellectuals,
who were amonghe fewwhoreal~ understood the :meaningf nuclear
weapons. It did not comefrcm the mass of the people. But, asiJlformation
spread, it becamea great movemenbf morality, humanityand canp&ssion.
It was pre-eminently a movementor whichthe combinationof qualities
that Russell possessed wererequirede That workthe manifesto with
Einstein, and formingthe P'ugwaslkgroup of scientists, had an effect on
world opinion whichwill never be forgotten if our history survives"

Searching IV own beliefs | find that there is no cause whichRussell
led or supported - apart fram several aspects of his hostility to
Russia - with which | have not been in whole-hearted agreement strange
§s it may seemto this morecynical age, there wersscme thil1l85which
"ussell and my generation -reallt believed. and knewwe had to fight for .
Nor ~ould it be forgotten that many benefit todq from.some,at least,
of our victories. There have been great changesin the marriage laws,
in the relations of menand wanen, and in the theory and practice ot
education. Some of us Iinnovators and pioneers indeed have lived to see
our ideals distorted and misused; "free love", for instance, is not the
samething as "having sex", nor is muchof the education today styled
"progressive" in' accord with what Russell and | intended.

Aboutour school-Cllarkhas pieced together information from various
sources. His use of hearsq, innuendoand anon;ymoumsalicious gossip is,
in a serious bookon such a subject, inexcusable and near libel. Seducing
memberof the staff wasnot, as implied, Bertie's habit. Rcna;rkgo
the staft about womenlleged to have been madeby Bertie, are ~oted
fram sources not given and an anonymouteacher claim8to have been
suually approached"Such stat~nts, mieh ~ even be deliberate
falsehoods by those whomadethem, should not have been reported by a
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scrupulous biographer. The one cue, to whichthe quotation fromuus
divorce refers, is .f't.:11J.ytoléh Ml bookand arose in our own

hane before' the school started, as did a.n;ysubsequentincid8J1'tsot the
kind. Wekept our private lives apart fremthe school. It is also untrue
that Griffin Barry ever cameto stq at the school until after Bertie
had left it and mefor good. Asregards the staff, they did have reasonable
liberty for their ownlives; a bungalowclassroomsomedistance from
the main school house could be used nowand then to give a party to
their friends. Twanarriages took place amonghe staff ~whowere, in
the main, loyal and excellent teachers. My daughter Kate has written
that she learned moreat our school than at any other time of her life.

Clark gives the impressionthat wetaught the children about intercourse
and sex f11lly in biological terms. In fact wedid not; our sex teaching by
present standards was olct-fashioned. Wewere not dealing with adolescents;
we answeredquestions, did not discourage or discuss masturbation; our
aimwasto let the children feel that there was nothing unclean or
improperabout their bodies. (I am, in fact, dubious about the waysex
teaching is done nowadays.)

Evenwherehe quotes from published statements by Bertie or me, Clark
gives a false impression. Wewere not in entire agreement; | did not
teach socialism in the school; its basis wasdemocracyinstead of
authoritarianism, and co-operation instead of competition. At that time
it seemedas if our social &y'sterwere movingin such a direction, which,
regrettably, cannotbe said now.

Clark quotes fram an article which | wrote about the school fairly
recently in the journal, "Anarchy,"as it the views it contained were from
Bertie and me. In fact | stated clearly at the beginning of the article
that this accountrelated 'onlyto the time after Bertie had left. The
fully democratic Council, with domestic staff and gardeners, wasrqg
innovation, as wasthe teaching of history fromthe beginning of the
world, associated with biological and archaeological object'S found by
the children. But Clark rightly assesses that Bertie foundthe financial
drain of the school unbearable and that, while he took pleasure in
elaborating theories of education, he lacked the patience and community
spirit to put theminto practice.

Wherehis sources are other writings by me, Clark, either by carelessness
or selective anission, again gives false impressions. | was a.ttacked in
Americain 1228 for mybook,"Hypatia., which contained views about sex,
notfor the ttlttghtto be Happy; whichdid not. {r autobiogra}ily,recently
published, and whichhe h~s obviously read, contains incidents in which
| participated. Hestates that the idea for the book,i Prospects of
Industrial Civilisation, i« cameto Bertie onthe ship for China, but not
that it arose entirely fromtheories about the nature and effect of
industrialism which, as | explained, | put to Bertie in the midst of
the Redsea, theories whichhe called highly original and are elaborated
in M.I' ownbook. :

I also ,tel)..the twl.story of the onset of Bertie' s illness in China
and howtwo "hinese chauffeurs and | Pla.Yed our part in helping to save
.his life, by getting himback fromthe Westernhills, and demandinghe
openingof the gates of. Peking. Clark dismisses this as a car with a
puncture on the wayback from Bauding,the place where previously he
had caughtthe chill whichlater developed. The photo of Bertie facing
pp. 320-321 is one | took of himon the wall of Pekingnot the Great
Wall; the other showinghimon a veranda, taken by- Mr. Chao, is of ou
ownChinesehouse, not the University, andthere is a shot of me, back
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view" also photographingh:tm.Whent COUI¢8 ~ man-iaget8 Bertie,
Clark gets the registry office wrong; it was Battersaa, not helsea.
Norwas there any celebration or speechby Frank Russell, other than
his characteristic remarkthat the Registrar had tried to marry him
to Eileen Power"the other witness, before we arr-ived. My’ son John
was born at 31-Sydneystreet” Chelsea, and not in hospital. These
things are all related accurately in i3 autobiography.

Clark seemsdeliberatell’ to plg downthe wives in this story,
possibll' because three of themare still alive eeBut | think there are
other reasons. Thetemptation to makeuse of the rich harvest of
the Ottoline and Colette letters wasvery great; one or two that are
included contain 1mportantinformation™ but it might have been preferable
to keep most of them tor the two books of correspondence .whichwill
undoubtedlybe published. Ferreting out every detail of the sex life
of eminentpersons is the passport to a large eale and evokesthe greatest
attentiOlrl fran reviewers. Why does not Women'dib protest against the
spate of male chauvinist sex whichhas™ for weeks, been flooding our
SUndaypress? First, wehad Augustu John, nowwe bave to have Russell
and Shaw. Unavoidablyl have to deal with Bertie's attitude to women.

In the tradition of Englishmenhe was breught up to knownothing
about them, except to place themin two categories; wives for child.-
bearing and danestic chores, the rest for ranantic liaisOils,or the purely
physical satisfaction of the se.xual appetite. To Alys, the very young
Bertie was an insufferable little prig and snob" correcting her grammar
and JDaJ'UlertB8forming her that she was "latH and unintelligent. For
years, depriving her of "conjugal rights,” he did not seek a divorce.
It must be rememberedhat, at that date, divorce broke professional
careers and hu~bandsassumedthat wives could do without sex. (James
Barrie never eonSUJ'tIDatad ~i~e and was hurt and.astonished after
pwerly years of pretence, whenhis wife wantedto leave him.) | note that
at one point, Alys, possibly in desperation, asked Bertie i1t he could
"acknowledge'a child it she had one. In her Quakerway she believed in
tree love and also in women'srights.

Fortunately ottoline took him in hand, arousing in him aesthetic ValUEIIII
which he lacked, bringing also the warmthof a real companionshipwith
a wanan. His Irtters to her reveal a part estimate of him8el!: til have a.
perfectly cold intellect whichinsists uponits rights and rejects nothing.
It will sometimeshurt you, sometimesseemcynical, sometimesheartless
eeeyou won't muchlike it eeBut it belongs with m:!! work- | have deliberately
cultivated it and it is re~ the me.inthing that 1 have put discipline
into eeethe suddenabsolute cessation Qf feeling whenl think | must be
trying at first. Andnothing is sacred to it - it looks at everything
quite impa.rti~ .ees'N>.139) .

Ottoline responded:ftlt was exhausting :but delightful for meto have
~ mindkept in strlict ordereeed orten.... wanted to hide under shady
semt.imentalwillow trees but this 15 never allowed.¢'Indeed Bert.ie's
gift to her, andto nie' as to any intelligent wan.&or manwhonhe valued,
wasto inspire that poise and self-confidence which spring trom
discovering ones inherent talent.. Thusbe evokedin ottolirie the capacity
to queenit later amondier GarsingtOllintellectual coterie.

ottoline notes in her diary that concerntor the nation,- due to ‘'their
aristocratic lineage, was'a further bondbetweenthem.Oneentry goes to
the heart. of Bertiets tragedy:"He is so lonely and tortured. by his bra.i.n
incessantly WOI"ki:ngind he cannot be 1JYDlpathetio the things that 1so

muchatf' .ct Ja1.~. His body and mind seemto . have a huge gap betwftenthem
eee s Ifltellect IS SO .}./JJuUertase en I' air, not engragpgrt nth tLt?
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things of this sensual life. Novisionary poweror imagination in that
direction or what there is is very arctic and bare.n

The pursuit of intellectual excellence at no matter what cost, and
the daninance of the scientific mind, sharpened tor the uncompromising
pursuit of truth, had, at times, brought both Russell and Whiteheadto
the verge of madness. Menwere intoxicated by their exciting discoveries
in physics, and, so exacting wasthe workin this field and in mathematics,
that even at an early age men's brains becametoo old to cope with it.

I have also written of this remoteness of Bertie 1 intellect, seeing
in it not only the danger of individual isolation, but the perild of an
entire society dominated by the schizophrenia ot a scientific elite.

When, he comesto Bertie' 8 dilemmaabout Colette and m;yself, Clark
sets the scene like a Barbara Cartland novel that | recently read. A
noblemanof ancient lineage, deciding that the time has cOmdo beget
an heir ,begins to extricate himself fran his aristocratic mistresses
and seek a likely candidate amongyoung debutantes. The eligibility
of the selected youngwaman,aaidto be gentle - and even intelligent -
is discussed by the titled ladies. She mqg be taken on trial, but should
she, after journeying to China, presently fail to deliver the goods,
she mq be discarded in favor of previous loves, irrespective of her
sacrifice of her ownpromising career. Readingthis, | can only say
(like BergsonwhenBernard Shawinsisted on expoundinghis philosophy
for him) "0 no, it wasnot quite zat. « Clark is well aware that the
pursuit of truth did not apply in Bertie's persuit of ladies, hence he
might have guessed that the impression given by the letters he cites,
is not the whole story.

I was, of course, ignorant of the depth of his relations with Colette.
Their love began when, through the war, Bertie was most alive emotionally
and nearest to the ~ o~ humanbeings feel. Clearly there is
reason to see in.j"h:iS~~he-lov—f his life, and that they skould have
married then. Butthe question to ask is whydid Colette, professing
eternal love, not wish to go with Bertie to Russia and China? Whydid
he hide the fact that | wasto be with him? Colette faced the same
choice as | - to .live day by day beatde a manof austere intellect and
have children; or the glamourand color of the theatre, and the dramatic
expression of her ownpersonality. Bertie once wrote that he liked to
live like the great characters in Shakespeare or Grand Opera; so perhaps,
did she. Both were a bit theatrical; and passionate meetings and partings
did not involve any lasting ccmnitment.

The reticence of Bertie-'s letters about mylone disappearance into
Russia covers, not so;muchindifference, as our bitter quarrel before he
went. Faced with m;yanger because he broke his promise to "start our life"
by going there tog,ether, he had - always admiring an adventurous spirit
- moreor less dared meto go alone. Alarmedat the result, he was not
as Clark says, inactive. Butthere was little he could do. Hewrote
desperate letters to the British Consul in Reval and urged Arthur Watts
to find meand get me out. In the event, | presently returned from China,
having helped to save the life of the father and delivered the goods in
the shape of his son - possibly to the misfortune of all four of ua,

I did not aspire, 88 Colette suggested, to becamethe Empressof all
the Russells. Experiencing three generations of them, | found, as she
did, that the relation is quite otherwise. Bertie otten mentions his o1
lustfulness. |1 doubt if he ever experienced the full sexual thrust of
the male. It was inhibited in him by his cold loveless aristocratic
upbringing, and by his ownintense devotion to his intellect. Hewas a
frightened small boy, a will-o'-the-wisp, a lonely manout in the cold
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\r/]\(ithout the constant physical and emotional warmthof a wooisn beside
im.

Since Clark stresses sex issues, womertannot easily evade them.
Should romantic love prevail over a trail of mental breakdowns, broken
marriages and careers? Whatdo wemeanby love, anyw&'I¥eseem
obsessed by sex; our sex codes are in confusion. Dowenow- soO it
seems- evaluate menas sex objects in the waythat menhave
traditionally  evaluated women?

Dowomerpropose to emulate and themselves live by the masculine
sex code? Havethey not somethingbetter to contribute fran the inspiration
of their ownpsyche both to humanlife and humansociety? Are not the
lack of love, the growth of self-seeking in our society traceable to
the very samecauses that bedevilled Bertie's ownideals in his personal
life and beyond?These were the sort of problemswith whichthose of us
struggling for sexual liberty and understanding were dealing and which
are smirched by Clark's prurience.

Ronaldw. Clark no doubt thinks that he has told the cOOIlpletestory
withour fear or favour. In fact the wholetone of this book denigrates
Bertie vis-a-vis the Establishment. Amid all the detail about ancient
lineage and the rest, one element is missing - the spark of genius.
Bertie had insight and vision which | am glad that my life allowed me
to comein contact with and to share. Washe ever really wrongabout
humgnchoices and humandestin.y? Whatchoice is the world makingeven
now*

THEBRSLIBRARY

Report of the Library Committee(DonJackanicz, Chairperson):

Not having attended the 1977 annual meeting, | am indebted
to Lee Eisler for having presented the Library Committee report
in Los Angeles. According to the minutes of that meeting, 'in
discussion it was remarked that most of Russell®s books are
available without to~ much effort either from Libraries or book-
stores. It was voiced that the Library might best concentrate
on films, tapes, and records." I fully agree with the former
observation but .only partially with the latter suggestion

The Books 1in Print catalogue provides a lengthy list of
Russell®s works while most community and academic libraries do
offer some variety of printed material by and about Russell.

For this we can be grateful, but it should be remembered that
some members may not be iIn a position to purchase person~I
copies or can not readily consult well-stocked collections of
Russelliana. It 1s iIn theinter~-st of these members that many
of the Library"s 1items should be considered. In addition, a
.number of the Library®"s books anq articles, because of their
uncommonness or rarity, are such as to attract potentially every
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members; We have seen that few members have made use of the"
Library. Yet it iIs encouraging to know that a growing assort-
ment of printed material 1is available wupon request by any member.
I am confident that those members in need will contact the Li-
brary.
f

That the Library should obtain films and recordings of
Russell 1is a proposal 1 have supported from the beginning. I
do not believe making such non-printed materials available should
be the Library"s sole or even principal activity. But 1t has
been established that Russell films and recordings are useful
and popular at B. R. S. functions. The Library now possesses
two films and a third 1is being ordered. At the: lo~ Angeles
meeting a Treasury appropriation of $250.00 was-made for the
purchase of a BBC/Time-Life film titled Bertrand Russell. 1 am
pleased to report the possibility of obtaining this film at a
dis~ount. IT this can be done, the remainder of the Treasury
appropriation might be applied toward acquiring another film.
While none are presently 1in the Library, tapes and records would
likely become as popular as films, and their contribution, like
all gifts from members, 1is to be welcomed.

By the distribution time of Newsletter 15 we should have
received our third film. As of April 1, 1977, however, the
Library has accumulated fifty items through the contributions
of B. R. S. members and others. All of these contributors are
to be applauded, and the membership 1is reminded that their
requests will be gladly received and promptly filled. -

ODDITIES

The late Duke's great-grandmother, wife to the firth Earl of Bedford,
and mother of the excellent Lord Russel, died before her husband was
advanced to the Dukedom.The manner of her death was remarkable: - She
was very acccmpliBhed in mind as well as person, though she was the
daughter of Robert. Carr, Earl of Somerset, by the dissolute Countess
of Essex. But the qguilt of her parents, and the murder of Sir Thomaa
Overbury:, had been industrious—~ concealed fran her; so that all she
Imew was their conjugal infelicity, and their living latterly in the
same house without ever meeting. Comingone day into her Lordis study,
her mind oppressed and weakenedby the death of Lord Russel, the Earl
being 8udde~ called alf9.Yher eye, it is supposed, was suddenly caught
by a thin folio, which was lettered, Trial of the Earl and Countess of
Somerset, She took it dOlm,and, turning over the leaves, was struck to
the heart by the guilt and conviction of her parents. She fell back,
and was found by her husband dead in that posture, with the book lying
open before her.

(Thanks, BobDavis and Peter Houchin.)
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CONTRIBUTIONS

(36) Moneycontribllt.ed by members(in addition to dues) during the first 3
years of MS existence (197~1976) has provided 61/f,or BRSmeane, and
is essential it the BRSis to prosper and develop its possibilities.

Wethank the following membersfor their recent contributions to the
BRa Treasury: 'I'RUIUMMNDERSON,JRUSTIN COLEMAMTER CRA.N.F'ORD,
FRANCHSIMI'I'T, DONACKANICZRRY & JUDITHZACCONE.

BRSBUSINESS

Timeto nominate Directors. As you recall, the BRShas 15 Directors;
5 are elected each year, for a 3-Ye&rterm (NL1O-7,39).
J.Dy membermay nadnate-a candidate for Director. The names of the
% candidates will appear on a ballot in the next issue (NLI5).

If you wish to nominate 8alleOne, send.your candidate's nameand a brief
statement of qualifications, to the Elections COlllll.i.tteec/o0 Bob Davis
(7025 W. Franklin 1186, Hol.:b'wood,CA90068.)

The 5 Directors whose tenns expire on 1/1/78 are ED HOPKINSDOH
JACKANICZJIM Me KEatm, JACKprrT and KATHAIT. Directors are not
limited to a single term; they maybe re-elected.

(38) Classified information. The membership list, that we distributed  to
memberswith NIlI3, is for mEmbers' personal use only". Its purpose is
to facilitate cammmication amongmembers. It is not to be 80Ild or given
to other publications or organizations without the written permission
of the BRSPresident.

ABOUQTTHER ORGANIZATIONS

(39) Denver Freethinkers' Society has issued another 4-page "Directql7 of U.S.
Freethought Groups and Publications - 1977". Their address: PO Box 1621,

En.gelwood,C0O80150. The BRS's nameand address is listed, with the letter
U alongside, meaning "unknown". This meansthey don't knowanything about
us. The Directory states, "the information here presented if&s obtained from.
the groups themselves. « This is misleading, since it implies that the BRS
supplied the information in response to a request, and knewit was going
to be listed in the Directory, DOneof which i8 sq. @1 the other hand,

one could say that the information presented did cane fran the BRS,

since it probab~ cainetran 'oUr'classified ads. The Directory also states:
tINo:implication is intended that the groups and publications herein
assembled are in mutual accord with an;r philaophies, viewpoints or

policies, except as 8pecific~ stated."
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P.S.

Carol Mull is teaching,at Clark Junior College of Bu.siness, a.class in
Business Law, and a class and lab in Electronic Accounting Machines and
Mini-Computers. Next. quarter she will also have a class in Art Appreciation.
Many students are veterans, handicapped or underprivileged, and Carol's

aim is to help makethem more employable. Next Fall, she will do Jler usual
6 lectures on Symbolism, at Indiana Central College. Busy gal!

Maiden speech.Next issue we expect to .~. John Russell's maiden speech, of
July 21, 1971),in the House or Lords.. It deals with the industrial
nations' obligation, as he sees it, to help feed the 3rd World.
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