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NEWSLETTER1111
August 1976

(1) The BRBwill have a session when the psychologists meet (2). BRSScience
Committee Chairperson, Joe Neilands, will chair the American Chemical
Society's symposium on chemical weapons (10). The BRSwill define its
goals (19). Harry Ruja reviews McMaster'5 Russell Centenary volume (37).
The BRSLibrary has 14 items (39). Wevote for Directors (42,47). BRhad
strong views on the movies (13). Bob Davis writes Solzhenitsyn (17). Red
Hackle for Ontarians (29). The index is at the end (46). An asterisk in
the left column indicates a request or an offer to lend. Somemay call this
the Sutcliffe Issue; his name appears in 5 items and on a 5-page supplement.

COMINGEVENTS

BRBPsychology Symposium, September 5th.In a previous Newsletter, we
reported that the BRSwas going to have a session at the September 1976
meeting of the American Psychological Association, in Washington,D.C.
(NL9-2) At that time, the APAseemed to have accepted the BRBproposal
for a session. That is no longer so; the APAdoes not want the BRSsession,
because -- we suspect -- of hostility, somewherewithin the APA, to some
of BR's views. .

We've decided to have our symposium in Washington anyway, without the APA's
blessing. Wehave reserved the Chinese Roomin the Mayflower Hotel from
8:30 to 10:30 P.M., on September 5th.

This is the program:
PETERG. CRANFORD,Chairperson: ItBRand his relevance to psychology."
KATHARINERUSSELLTAIT:" Myfather's psychology of educating children

- did it work?"
JACKPITT:"BRand the logic of the double-bind."
THOMASW. SIMON:"Psychological influences onBR' s theory of mind."
ALBERTELLIS: (title not known)

Wewill not be listed in the official APAprogram, but we will have
announced the BRB Symposiumin the APAMONITORand in BEHAVIORTODAY)
and on posters in hotels in Washington where APAmembers are staying.

Weinvite all BRSmembers - especially those living in the Washington
area -- to attend.

~ewsletter address: The Bertrand Russell Society, Inc.,R.D. 1, Box 409,Coopersburg, Pa. 18036
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REPORTSFROMOFFICERS

(3) Peter G. Cranford rewrts •••

as Chainnan of the Boa.rd:

"Although we have a Board of Directors, its duties are nominal at this
time - restricted primarily to what the Bureau of Internal Revenue
demandsof us for ta:x;..exemptpurposes.

"A study of the duties of boards of directors in this country reveals
a wide variance. JACKPITT is nowworking on what these duties should
be, and will present them at our next meeting, in California. In the
main, I think the Board will be setting policy, establishing guide
lines, and function as a check and balance on officers, committees,
and membership. I think the Board should be madeup of highly motivated
members,knowledgeable about BR, able to attend meetings, and dedicated
to the BRS's aims.

"JOHNSUTCLIFFEhas prepared a statement of his views as to what these
aims should be." (See Item 19.)

as Finance Coordinator:

"Over-sa.Ll., we are solvent. If we continue to operate as we have been
doing - with free labor, free office space, membershipa, and contribu-
tions - we can see a couple of years ahead. Wehave about 175 members,
with an estimated 30 who can be depended on to engage heartily in the
process of building the Society (based on responses to correspondence.)

"I think we are in position, both financially and in other ways, to move
into Phase Twoof the Society's growth. Wemust tap the abilities of
members, to grow. To do this effectively, we must make it possible for
more membersto becomeinvolved. This requires more elaboration of who
and what we are or ought to be. Weare beginning the process of finding
that out in this issue of the Newsletter. (See Item 19)

"As to finance, I propose that we learn howto makemoney, as is
appropriate in a capitalistic society. I think this is the only wa,y
we can grow and influence others rationally. It is generally agreed
by the rationalist and humanist groups that, power-wise, they have
not gotten far. The Rationalist Press Association,in England, is
having financial troubles. The (U.S.) Humanist publications operate
with a modest numberof subscribers, and (like ourselves, at present)
must beg for funds$ Their writings are of high calibre, but their
influence seems limited. Unless the BRScan develop newmethods of
promotion, we too will be of slight influence. Wemust learn from BR
himself. He was an excellent promoter. Bybuilding on his shoulders,
we can go far.
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tiThe polling of members for ideas on raising money produced a gratifying
30 responses, for which I wish to thank these members: T. ANDERSON,CAMPBELL,
CRANFIEL,F. DECOLA,DONAD10, EIJ..IS, FRANKS,GANTT,GOMEZ,KINDELL,KWOK,
LANSDELLLAWTONLIPIN, D. LOVE,MARAGID~,Me DONAlD,MULL,NElLANDS,
PARKER,PITT, PrMrr, REID, RODRIGUEZ~SILVA,SPANG,STAHL,WAITE,COURT-
RIGHT•.•WFfYTE,ANDS'l1l'CLIFFE•.
"Their suggestions can be summarized as follows:

til. Set up a system of solicitation of our ownmembers. Specific
approaches might be: (a) raise dues; (b)solicit the assignment of
15%of royalties of BRS-sponsored talks, tapes, books, articles,
etc.; (c) solicit the assignment of 15%of ra.ralties fram the sale
of BRSmaterial (also,incidentally, solicit corporations, such as
Simon & Schuster, IBM,etc. ); (d) garage sales conducted by individual
members for the BRS;(e) contribute books, etc. to the library, for use
or sale; (f) annual 'free-will offering' on BR's birthdq; (g) solicit
the assignment of gifts in wills.

1/2. Have the BRSgo into business, to make money: (a) develop BRbooks,
pamphlets, talks, workshops, tapes, films, etc. ,and charge for them;
(b) charge fees for Russell Information Service; (c) develop a
BRexhibition to spread the word, and charge admission.

"I am.not recommendingthat we act on all these suggestions. I have
reservations about some of them. Nevertheless I have reported them here

* because one thing often leads to another. I would welcome your reactions
or comrnents.fI

(4) President Robert K. (Bob) Davis reports:

BRS's 3rd Annual Meeting will HprobsflY take place the first week-end
in February 1977 - February 1.y..5-6. his has not been confirmed but
appears to be the best date. II

United World Federalists of Japan to visit U.S.A."I have received a
letter from Sumi Yukawa,President of UWF-Japan.They have a large group
of members arriving in Los Angeles August 15th. Then in 2 separate groups,
they will visit U.S. cities on their way to the U.N. in NewYork. They

• would like to meet BRSmembers, and discuss world govermnent and peace.
I have written them, and intend to meet them, after details have been'
worked out. All Southem California members interested in meeting this
group should write me for details - 7025 W. Franklin #86, HollywoOd,
Ca. 90068. Or phone (213)874-5568. I hope we can have a healthy turnout.
Both world govermnent and peace were amongBR's most important concerns
and we should reflect a similar set of values.

IILeavingL.A., one group will go to San Francisco, Chicago, Philadelphia
and NewYork, the other going to Las Vegas, Salt Lake City, Cheyenne,
Denver, Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago, Buffalo, Niagara Falls, and
NewYork. All members interested in meeting them in one of those cities
should also write me for information. fI

Bob's report is brief, since he has already reported on many of his activities
in his President's Letters of April 1 and June 1.
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(5) Vice-President Gary Slezak reports:
"I have looked at each member's Questionnaire and drawn up a list
of those interested in committee work. It breaks down this way:
Universal Human Rights 13, Applied Philosophy 13,Science 11,
Education 5, Information & Membership 2, Philosophers 2, Awards 1.
Though that totals 47, it represents only 27 members, because some
expressed interest in more than one committee. 27 is about 15% of
BRS membership _ not exactly a superb showing.I am writing to each
of the 27."If you might want to serve on, or know more about, a committee,

* please write me (Apt. 206, 215 E. Chestnut St.~Chicago 60611) •
•'Or if you have an idea for a project related to BR, write, and

* I will attempt to promote it within the BRS. .
"Our goal is the involvement of as many members as possible in

meaningful work. It

(6)

Treasurer stephen J. Reinhardt reports •••
For the quarter ending 3/31/76:
Balance on hand(12/31/75) •••••••••••••••••• ·.···········1173.14
Income: 38 New Members ••••••••••••351.00

20 Renewals ••••••••••••••• 259.00
~otal Dues •••••610.00

Contributions ••••••••••••• 534.81 1144.81
2317.95.

Expenditures: Information & Membership
Committees ••••••••••••• ~1022.11

Bank Charge •••••••••••••••••••• 6.51 1028.62
1289.33

Misc. Adjustments •••••••••••••••••••• ;••• 8 ••••••••• e•o •••• 14.00
Balance on hand (3/31/76) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1303.33

* * * * * *
For the quarter ending 6/30/76:
Balance on hand (3/31/76~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~303.33
Income: 11 New Members •••••••••••• 135.00

7 Renewals •••••••••••••••• 95.0~
Total Dues •••••.230.00

Contributions •••••••••••• 250.99
Sale of Newsletters 10.00 490.99

1794.32

Expenditures: Info:nDation& Membership
Committees •••••••••••••••• 134.78

Subscriptions to "Russelll~•••~08. 50
Balance on hand (6/30/76) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1551•04
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Note: Expenditures of 215.86 during the first quarter of 1976 (chiefly
for "Russell" subscriptions) are not yet reflected in the Treasurer's
Report, and will appear in the 3rd Quarter Report. Consequently, balance
on hand,at the end of the 1st and 2nd Quarters, is actually 215.86 less
than appears. . ..

REPORTS FROMCOMMITTEES

(8) BRS-Britain.JOHN SurCLIFFE is in process of setting up a BRS·in Britain.
tOf course there ought to be a ERS in Britain!) He haa begun to advertise,
with best results so far from NEWHUMANIST,published by the Rationalist
Press Association. He hopes the BRS and the BR Peace Foundation can
eo-exist _ since both apparently are here to stay - avoiding conflict
"through simple tolerance and avoidance." He likes to think that things
may improve between the 2 groups. He has visited Countess Russell.

Library Conunittee. See Item 39.

Committee on Science JOE NEILANDS,~hairperson, will chair a symposium
on chemical weapons, on August 31, at the American Chemical Society
meeting in San Francisco. He wanted the symposium to be co-sponsored
by BRS (NL 10-24), a proposal which the ACSconsidered for a long time.
ACSfinally decided it wanted to be the sole sponsor.

On June 5, the Northern California members - AmyBlock, HowardSherman,
and Joe _ met for lunch, to discuss the BRS.

"My research has been going well and has taken me on several trips
around the country. n

(We reproduce - Page 22 - the front cover of AMmCOLABORATORY
NEWS,Winter 75-76~. It starts a 3-page story on a discovery made* by Joe and his graduate stUdents. Wewill lend the issue on request.)

UIn September I plan to go to Peru, and in December to England. Thereafter
I expect we'll have our AnnU!i-lMeeting."

(11) Universal HumanRights Committee. DANMCDONAIDand BOB DAVISare now
Co-Chairpersons. No report at this time. Dan's address: 53 Washington
Square South, NewYork,N.Y. 10012. Bob's address: 7025 w. Franklin #86,
Ho1~ood, Ca. 90068.

PHILOSOPHERS'CORNER

(12) ~ at AFA, December 1976.Philosophers' Committee Chairperson EDHOPKINS
is in process of selecting the best papers, for presentation at the BRS
session at the December 1976 meeting of the American Philosophical Assln
(Eastern Division), in Boston - helped by JUSTINIEIBERwho will chair
the BR5session.
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BY BERTRAND RUSSEIJ..

(13) BIt on movies. DAN~ DONALD has collected. a few BRquotes - things BR
had to sa:y about the movies~

The first _ from the"Autobiography, tI published in 1969 - deals with
the topic that constantly preoccupied BR in his last years, the threat
of nuclear war. '

The next 3 were all written around 1930, whenHollywoodmovies were in
their heydq, their worldwide influence enormous.• Someof what :IE says here
about the movies might well be applied to today's TV- though the
worldwide impact of American TV of the 1970s is no doubt considerably less
than that of Ho~od movies of the 1930s.

"The attitude o:t most of humanity towards its owndestruction surprised
me. In December19591 had read Nevil Shute's ON THEmEACHand I attended
a private showing of its film. I was cast down by the deliberate turning
away it displayed. from the horrible, harsh facts entailed by nuclear war,
__ the disease and suffering caused by poisoned air and water and soil,
the looting and murder likely amonga population in anarchy with no means
of canmunication, and all the probable evils and pain. It was like the
prettified. stories that were sometimes told about trench warfare during
the First World War. yet the film was put out and praised by people who
meant to make the situation clear, not to belittle the horror. I was
particularly distressed by the fact that I lDj"selfhad praised the film
directly after seeing it in what I cane t.o think the mistaken . opinion
that a little was better than nothing. All that sort of thing does, I
cameto think, is to make familiar and rob of its true value what should
carry a shock of revulsion. Irony such as that in DR. STRANGEIDVEor in
OH, WHATA LOVELY WARis a different matter. That does cause people to
think, at least for a short time .•"The Autobioa,raphy of Bertrand Russell,
1944-1969, pp, 147-148. Simon& Schuster, 19b9

"The great majority of young people in almost all civilized countries
derive their ideas of love, of honor, of the way to makemone,y,and of
the importance of good clothes, in the evenings spent in seeing what
Hollywoodthinks is good for them. I doubt whether all the schools and
churches ccmbinedhave as muchinfluence as the cinema upon the opinions
of the young in regard to such intimate matters as love am marriage and
money-making.The producers of Hollywoodare the high priests of a new
religion. Let us be thankful for the lofty purity of their sentiments.
Welearn from them that sin is always punished, and virtue is always
rewarded. True, the reward is rather gross, and such as a more old-
fashioned virtue might not wholly appreciate. But what of that? We'know
from the cinema that wealth canes to the virtuous, and froD real life
that old So-and-so has wealth. It follows that old So-and-so is virtuous,
and that the people who say he exploits his employees are slanderers and
trouble-makers. The cinema therefore plays a useful part in safeguarding
the rich from the envy of the poor." The Scientific Outlook,pp.194---195,
W.W.Norton, 1962(1931).

"For my part, I ama person of simple tastes: I like to see a race between
a motor car and an express train; I enjoy the spectacle of the villain
gnashing his teeth because has just failed to pick off the engine driver;
I delight in mentumbling off skyscr-aper-aand saving themselves by
telegraph wires; I amthrilled by a sheriff's posse galloping through
a sandstorm. in the alkali desert. Andthe enjoyment of these unsophisticated
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delights is enhanced by the feeling that in that matter at least one is
in harmony with the great world democaracy," "The Cinema as a Moral
Influence" (1929), reprinted in Bertrand Russell's America,,1896-l945,
B. Feinberg and R. Kasrils"eds., p, 254:Viking 1974

"Perhaps the greatest of all forces for uniformity in -the modern world
is the cinema, since its influence is not confined to America but
penetrates to all parts of the world, except the Soviet Union, which"
however" has its owndiffernt uniformity. The cinema embodies" broadly
speaking" Hollywood's opinion of what it is like in the Middle-West. Our
emotions in regard to love and marriage, birth and death are becoming
standardized according to this recipe. To the young of all lands" Hollywood
represents the last word in modernity, displaying both the pleasures of
the rich and the methods to be adopted for acquiring riches. I suppose
the talkies will lead before long to the adoption of a universal language,
which will be that of Hollywood." ''HomogeneousAmerica"(1930),reprinted
in Bertrand Russell's Americaa l896-l9M" pp, 258-259.

P~ct 197~.R.N.(MALT)MALATESHAhas been working on this project
( 45"NL3-50,NL6-37), collecting BR quotes on .America, and has

* gathered quite a few. Wewill lend them on request.

(15) GodDebate. BERNARD WHEEIERreports that he was able to buy the English
edition of "WhyI AmNot A Christian" - which contains a. transcript
of BR's 1948 ~ debate with Father Coplestone on the existence of God -
from George Allen & Unwin,Ltd., Park Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Hert e,
HP2 4TE" England, for $2 plus postage.

AOOUT BERTRJrnRUSSELL

(16) .2!taly~.DON JACKANICZbought an LP recently of 2 choral works by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, "Toward the UnkownRegion" and "Dona Nobis Pacem" {Angel
S-36972),which uses words of Walt Whitman. The jacket notes say that it
was BR who introduced Vaughap Williams to Whitman's poetry. BR and Williams
were fellow undergraduates at Cambridge.

SPREADINGBR'S VIEWS

(17) Letter to Solzhenitsynz from sos DAVIS:

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
Zurich" Switzerland

Dear Mr. Solzhenitsyn:

I am writing you in regard to your BBCconversation with Mr. ChanLet.on,
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I found the interview to be a very invigorating discussion of important
issues. .

However, I amconcerned with your commentson not understanding Bertrand
Russell and his alleged position on the slogan, "Better red than dead."
Knowingyour opinion, I do not hope to convince you that he was right in
the general matter, but I do believe that one can understand his position.

There are two separate points to consider. First, the phrase itself.
The phrase was originally, flBetter dead than red. n This becamea .code
phrase during the early 50s that the warrior mentality used to heighten
intolerance and increase the probability of war. By tackling that phrase,
and saying that if that were the only choice (which it was, and is, not),
one would rather be red than dead, one combatted a whole attitude. So
it must not be understood as a simple phrase.

The heart of the matter is more complex. It hinges on the' nature of
modernwar. The plain facts of the matter are that a nuclear war between
the West and the East would result in an initial slaughter of hundreds of
millions and a worse death for manymore afterward. Those whoadopt policies
or attitudes that promote the possibility of war must take responsibility
for risking those casualties. The brute fact of nuclear warfare is that it
would at the least end civilization and very possibly the humanrace. People
whodo not understand this are ignorant of the nature of nuclear warfare.

This being the basic fact of modernwarfare, Russell adopted the position
that,if matters cameto that point, he would prefer tyranny to the end of
mankind. He comparedit to the Dark Ages, believing that no matter how
horrible the conditions, it 'Wouldstill be superior to the extinction of
man. I do not believe that such a position is either extreme or difficult
to understand.

Russell's fullest expression of this maybe found in a small book, Common
Sense and Nuclear Warfare, and again in VolumeIII of his Autobiographl'
I believe that you would find both books stimulating reading, as they
are lucid discussions of points you disagree with Russell on. I enclose a
copy of Chapter X, and AppendixI fram CommonSense,and a short letter
from Dear Bertrand Russell (p, 29) that elucidate the points I have made..

In this country, your interview was followed by a discussion with W.
F. Buckley,Jr. and MalcolmMuggeridgeon the subject matter of the ta.lk.
I amalways amazedEhat, individuals whoproclaim Christian belief can then
turn to advocating intolerance and policies that mayvery well result in
mass death. Apparently they read the story of Christ differently differently
from the way I do.

Onan entirely separate note, I wish to say that as a citizen of California,
I look forward to your being in residence at the Hoover Library at Stanford.
I would hope that your presence will be intellectually stimulating to the
entire state.As a:history graduate student, I worked for a year as an
archivist at the HooverPresidential Library in our Midwest. I cameto
hold a deep respect for Hoover as one of the greatest menAmericahas
ever produced.

Yours,
Robert K. Davis
President/Bertrand Russell Society

(18) Mail scheme. JOHNSUTCLIFFEhas thought up an ambitious schemefor
disseminating BRr s views - to BRSmembersand possibly to outsiders --
consisting essentially of readings of BR's books,using suggested reading
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lists, followed by discussion (by mail) with memberswho are either
professional philosophers or very competent amateurs.

ED HOPKmSBqs he has sane reservations about it: ''The idea. of
encouraging intellectual discussion - via the mails - between members
is a good one. However I am not sure that the Teaeher-Student set-up
will work. I suspect that very few professional philosophers would be
willing to take on the burden involved. A more workable idea might be
to have a column in the Newsletter listing people and books on which
they wish to correspond with someone.(Perhaps an expanded Interchange?)
Speaking as a professional philosopher who might be involved in such a
program,I would be unwilling to take on the work involved in preparing to
teach by mail, but would not mind corresponding with someone concerning
sanething in which I then had an interest.My reservations about the Sutcliffe
plan are just that, and are not to be consbrued as opposition."

* We'd be pleased to hear your commentson all this.* 'Wewill land , on request, John Is 2-page memoon his scheme, one page of
which is his suggested reading list.

SPECIALREQUESTS

A VERY special reguest. Weare going to set downon paper, in a more or
less formal way, the objectives of the BRS.

Weexpect to provide an answer to the question: What ought the BRS try
to be or do , what should be its goals?

This is a large question, and we donlt expect to find an answer quickly
_ at any rate, one that most members can agree on.

Wethink we knowin a generaL way the direction the memberswould like
to move in. Weknow, for instance, that most members joined the BRSfor
one or more of 5 reasons: to learn more about BR; to be in touch with
other BR-admirers;to discuss BR's work with others who share their interest;
to further BRls purposes; and to do samethj~ useful for others via the BRS.

Nowit's time to be more specific.

* * * * * * * *
This is howwe plan to go about getting the answer:
(1) Weinvite each of you to send us your suggestions. Wenot o~ invite,
we urge. What do lOU think the BRSIs aims ought to be?
(2) Wewill print your suggestions and mail them to the entire membership
for comments.
(3) Whenyou receive saneone else's Suggested Aims, tell us what you think
of them.Do you approve or disapprove, like some parts of it but not
others,etc. Please speak up.
(4) Whenwe receive a Member's Reaction (to another Member'5 Suggestions),
we will print it and distribute it to all members.•
(5) Somemembersmay react to another ~ber'8 Reaction •. If so, we will
print that too, and distribute it.
(6) And so IOn.
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This process will take time. Mailings (of Suggested Aims, and Reactions)
will probably be distributed to the membersquarterly, along with a
Newsletter.

Wewill toss things back and forth until a number of specific notions
emergeu Wemaythen submit a list of possible aims to the membersfor a
vote. Conceivably, we might submit, say, 20 aims and ask the membersto
select the 3 (or 10) they favor. We're not at all sure about this part;
we'll wait and see howthings develop.

* * * * * * *
Weare able to start things off innnediately. Weenclose "Prospects for
Future BR5 Policy" by JOHNSUTCLIFFE.John was kind enough tq provide
us with the first of the members' SUggested Aims. Weenclose it without

* comment,because we want your comments.

* * * * * * *
Remarks:
• Ends and means. Suggested Aims can be about means as well as ends.
For instance, one aim might be: to oppose the ill-treatment of human
beings by governments (humanrights, civil liberties); that would be
an end. Onemeans toward that end might be: to cooperate with other
organizations with similar aims, such as AmnestyInternational or
the.American Civil Liberties Union•
• Length. SUggested Aims can be as short as one sentence or as long
as necessary. The shorter the better, as long as it says what you want it
to say. John Sutcliffe's enclosed 5-page paper - though probably longer
than most we expect to receive - was originally 12 pages long; he cut

* it by more than half. Wewill lend the original J2-page version on request.

* * * * * * *
Werepeat our special requests:
(1) Please send us your Suggested Aims.
(2) Please send us your reactions to John Sutcliffe's Suggested Aims.

Thanks.

CURRENTEVENTS..

(20) Bookpurge,The Island Trees School Board has removed II books from school
libraries and classrooms, according to a dispatch from-Levittown (Long
Island, N.Y.) in the March 19, 1976 issue of Newsday.

The School Board's President said the Board has a right to remove "any
books we don't want. The taxpayers don't ha.ve to subsidize garbage."

Board membershad not read any of the books. They had read excerpted
passages (L, e., out of context.) The 11 purged books include BR's "WhyI
AmNot A Christian, n Vonnegut's "Slaughterhouse Five," and an anthology
edited by Langston Hughes,"The Best Short Stories by Negro Writers."

The teachers'tinion will file a grievance under the teachers' contract
with the school district on the grounds that the action is a violation
of academic freedom.

Our thanks to BRUCETHOMPSONfor sending us this story.
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OPINION

(21) Rationalism.-emotione.li sm. The following letter by JOHNSUTCLIFFEappeared
in a recent issue of NEWHUMANIST(London): -

I was most impressed by J. Walsh's article, "Is ra.tionalism out of date?"
(March). Mr. Walsh seems to identify an important; problem involved in
the distinction he draws between rationality and emotive or prejudiced
behavior in the meaning we give to the term "human". The problem is
mademore apparent than real by his implicit assumption that rationality
is for him a moral value. Thus he bases his rationalism - unconsciously
perhaps - on the irrationalism of a moral belief. This seems to me to
tend to diminish the strength of his concluding arguments.

Humannature is a very canplex structure of both rational and irrational
elements, and as Mr. Walsh points out, we cannot fran azv sense of
self-deception ignore either one or the other. Emotion is as mucha fact
of our humannature as reason. Neither the one nor the other by itself'
reveals a:r:ry greater or dominant truth of that nature; they are the facts
of what is the case. One is not ''better'' than another, but simply different.
To understand ourselves we need to understand these facts, to cometo
terms with them as they occur. Irrationality is not to be blamed, it is
to be understood. Rationalism of necessity involves tolerating irrationality,
and not turning rationalism into a moral critique for this is to make the
samemistake as the irrationalist.

Humanismseems to me in its denial of religion to assert ethics as an
alternative metaphysic. Rational thought does not deny our emotional
nature, but if carried to its conclusion it does deny the conceptual
aberrations that emotional nature gives rise to - both religion and
ethics. To knowthat what is hateful is destrictive of humannature,
or that what is a consequence of love is beneficial to it, does not
oblige us to express these notions in moral terms or to assert normative
value to them. To do so would be irrational, and to me, a "rational
ethic" is a definite contradiction in terms.

COMMENT/REMARKS

..
(22) !eligion.OONG-IN BAE offers these canments: HI am inclined to agree with

JOHNSurCLIFFE'a principal points, in his ''The Reconquest of Happiness'
(NL9-24) - though I do not understand everything he says. JACKPI'l'T t s
IRussell on Religion I is a very fine contribution to understanding the
complex and inconclusive position of BRon religion, and may offer a way
to reconcile the diverging viewpoints of John and PETERCRANFORD."
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NJM) ABOUT MEMBERS

(23) Lester Denonnhas permed a bit of verse (2 pages) titled"A History of
Philosophy". Sample:ttTo me Deweywas phooey, Pierce was worse." We

* will lend it on request.
,

Carol Mull is giving 6 lectures on symbolism next Spring, for Indiana
UniversitylsAdult Continuing Education Program. Topics: Carl Jung and
his theories; line 6,Ymbolism,speech and math; ancient and religious
symbolism; 6,Ymbolsin art; symbols in literature ;Great Seal, peace
symbols,national, political and commercial (trade marks) symbols.

Don Roberts, a founding member, who teaches philosophy at U. of Waterloo
(Ontario), read a paper to the Peirce Society at the December 1975
meeting of the American Philosophical Association. Unfortunately he
did not arrive in NYCin time to attend the BRSAnnual Meeting. "I
rememberthe founding meeting with nostalgia," he writes.

"Weare quite happy, and excited still over Lori ts Ph.D" - Lorraine
Beattie Roberts, Dont s wife. "Lori is doing some part-time liason work
for U. of Waterloo, and is teaching at a local communitycollege,
Conestoga College, a course on assertiveness training for women.

"I'm busy with teaching,as usual - too much teaching each winter
term. The heavy load comes with the hard winter. Near record snows and
cold up here, and if it were not so peaceful and palatial at Wildwood
Place" _ where they live _If it would be very discouraging to have
to wake up to winter in Waterloo this year

NEWMEMBERS

(26) Weare happy to welcome these new members:

Dan Bond/ll12 West Avenue/Richmond, Va. 23220
Alan Brody/25 Lefferts Av~nue/Brooklyn, N.Y. 11225
Louis Bruner/P.O. Box 13l34/Phoenix,Az. 85002

•• Eric Carleen/143 N. Hancock St./Madison, Wi. 53703
John F. Cochrane/16l9 :r.y.ndhurstAvenue/Charlotte, N.C. 38203

Justin M. Coleman/P.O.Box 83/Still Pond,Md. 21667
Dr. John Cook/stevens Clinic Hospital/U.S. 52 East/Welch,W.V. 24801
Alex Dely/RR2/Elmwood,II. 61529
Gene L. Evans/Apt. 113/6048 Carlisle Pike!Mechanicsburg,Pa. 17055
Diana C. Fuller/4828 Hickory Street/Omaha,Nb. 68106

Annie Laurie Gaylor/726 Miami Pass/Madison, Wi.53711
SeymourGenser/2236 82nd street/ Brooklyn, N.Y. 11214
Jim & Rita Haun/16540 Akron Street/Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272
Dr. Charles W. Hill/Rte 5, Box 6l/Magnolia Gardens/Covington,La. 70433
Robert L. Kee/13702 Pinerock/Houston, Tx.77024
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Jon Kolber/1420 Dial Ct.,jSpringfieldll I1. 62704
John M Kropac/Apt. 322/155, University Avenue W./Waterloo, Ont.N2l 3E5/Canada
Lois A. Leach/280i N. ll5th #l/Omaha,Nb. 68154
Frances LeTulle/1280l Champion Forest Drive #315/Houstonll Tx. 77066 23284
John M. l-fahoney/Dept" of Psychology/Virginia CommonwealthUniversity/Richmond, Va.!

James Brooks Martinson/1204 WagonWheel Road/Hopkins ,Mn.. 55343
Beatrice J. Miller/Apt. 203/25430 Southfield Road/Southfield, ~i.48075
George Purdy/403 Glade street/ College Station,Tx. 77840
George A. Ruhl,Jr,,!95 Hartley Avenue/Mt. Vernonll N.Y. 10550
Beverly S1Ili.th/74Montaine Park/Rochester, N.Y. 14617

Dorothy M. (Mrs. Herbert) stahl/7307 Monticello Blvd./ Springfield, Va.•22150
Dr. Philip Stander, Chmn••/Dept. Behavioral SciencesjKingsborough ConmmnityCollege/ tt
Thanas Charles Taskonis/1732 Indiana St./RacinellWi.53405 Brooklyn,N.Y. 11235
Ron Tillotson/3U8 Woodside Drive #37/Carson City,Nv. 89701
William M. Walker/P.O.Box l3l84/University of California/Santa Barbara,Ca. 93107

James R. Webb/PoO.Box83l/Mattoon,Il.61938
Dr. Carolyn Wilkinson/l242 Lake Shore DrivejChicago,Il. 60610
Eldred C. Yerks/349-1 Hermitage Drive/Danville, s«, 24541
Terry and Judith Zaecone/13046 Anza Drive/Saratoga,Ca. 95070

(27) ADDRESSCHANGESORCORRECTIONS

Dong-In Bae/Nassestr. 26/5000 Koeln 41/ West Germany
John Hailu/Postbus 2l316/Rotterdam/ The Netherlands
Donald W. Jacka.n:icz/3802 N. Kenneth Avenue/Chicago, n., 60641
Drs. Don &. Lorraine Roberts/Dept. of PhilosophyjU. of Waterloo/Waterloo,Ont.N2L 3GlI
Paul M. Silva/97 School St.!Rehoboth,Ma. 02769 Canada

Gary M. Slezak/Apt. 206/215 E. Chestnut St./Chicago, n., 606ll
Dr. Katharine Tait/c/o Coolidge/38 Standley St./Beverly,Ma..01915 (thru 8/31/76)

46 Dunster Street/Cambridge, Ma. 02138 (starting 9/1/76) .
Dr. Grahame Weinbren/Small Coll~ge/California state College/Dominguez Hills,Ca.90747

(28) MEMBERSHIPSTATISTICS

Current membership total, as of 7/1/76, is 176 members.
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BULIETINBOARD

Red Hackle in Ontario. Hepburn& Ross, Ltd., of Glasgow, have advised
OOBDAVISthat Red Hackle is nowlisted with the Liquor Control Board
of Ontario. ibis means that BRSmembers (and anyone elllle) in Ontario
can noWobtain BR's favorite whiskey through local liquor stores.

In order to stq listed with the Liquor Control Board, Red Hackle has
to achieve a certain minimtunsales voltune, and (we are told) rath'er quickly.
So if you're thinking of buying Red Hackle, buying it sooner rather than
later mayhelp keep it available in Ontario.

Hepburn & Ross also have a special agent in Vancouver who can place
specific orders through the Liquor Control Board in B.C. Wewill try to
get the agent's name.

(30) Freethought Directory.! 4-page publication, THEDIRECTORYOFU.S.
FREETHOUGHTGROUPSANDPUBLICATIONS,1975-76 is offered free by the
Denver Freethinkers Society, P.O.Box 1621 Englewood, Co. BOllO.

QUESrIONS& ANSWERS

(31) Augustine Age. LEEEISLERsubmits the following, and ends it with a
question:

BRtalks - on the LP "Speaking Personally" (Riverside 7014/15, out
of print) - about the way original thinkers, for the most part, have
been persecuted, mentioning Bu:rfon, Galileo, Einstein.

"I think that liberty in many of its fonns is almost bound to be less
than it was in the 19th Century••• You cannot do your work as an individual
unless you happen to be something like a poet. It's no good being a
composer, for then you'd have to get people to perfonn your music. A
poet can be an individual still; but most people can't. I think the
effect of the growth of authority will be extremely unfortunate •••And
I think the arts, and especially literature, will suffer very much.
But there will always be some rebels, somewhomanage to produce
immortal work before they"re put to death, and that's Whatwe've got to
hope for ••••

"I think of the ancient world. After Augustus, when the evils of
turmoil and civil war had been put an end to, genius also was put an
end too.Perhaps we shall get an Augustine, or a post-Augustine, A.ge,
an Antonine Age; that's the b;est we can hope for. But I don't think
that Europe, at a:n:yrate, will produce great men. I think perhaps the
negroes will, because I think they'd be very recalcitrant to discipline.
Youmight quite easily get geniuses amongthe negroes, but I don't .
think you'll get it in the white countries, because we've proved ourselves
too anarchic. Our anarchism is destructive. You see, a certain amount
of anarchism is necessary to genius, but not soo muchthat the genius
can't live."

The question: Whatdid BRprobably have in mind whenhe used the words,
"A.ugustine Age" or "Antonine Age"?
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Ba's favorite detective stories. HENRYKRAUSsupplies an answer to JIM
WIIJ.,!AM'squestion (NL9-37),that be found in Ved Mehta's book,ttFly and
the Flyl-Bottle,tt (Little,Brown & Co., Boston. Undated; probably 1962):

tI'I have to read at least one detective book a day,' said Russell,
'to drug myself against the nuclear threat.' His favorite crime writers
were Michael Innes and Agatha Christy. He preferred detective stories
to novels because he fo~d that whodunits were more real than howtodoits.
The characters in detective stories just did things, but the heroes and
heroines in novels thought about things ••• lf you compared sex scenes
in the two media, in his sort of pastime they got into and out of bed
with alacrity, but in the higher craft the characters were circumspect;
they took pages1,evento sit on the bed. Detective stories were much
more lifelike. he paradox was that authors of thrillers did not try to
be real, and therefore they were real,while the novelists tried to be
real, and therefore were unreal. The things we most believed to be
unreal _ nuclear war - might turn out to be real, and the things we
took to be most real - philosophy - unreal." (pp.40-41)

BR.-IWsplit.At KRAVIGhad asked what the reason was for BR's break with
Wittgenstein. DONG-INBAE suggests Chapters 10 and 18 of BR's "My
Philosophical Developmentllas a good place to look for some answers.

CORRECTIONS

Membermisquoted. In NL9-41, we (mis-)quoted DONJACKANICZ'sreaction
to Dora Black Russell's bookliTheTamarisk Tree." Wequoted him as saying,
"Delightful!" What he actually said was:

"I've read Dora Russell's book, which I found a fine autobiography.
Her treatment of Ba, while loving and understanding, apparently held
nothing back. It was difficult and sanewhat disenchanting to learn the
details, at least from the author's point of view, concerning the
break-Up of their marriage and their divorce proceedings. To be frank
_ but with no intention oJ preaching,etc. - BR's 4 marriages have
continued to disturb me.n

Wecannot explain the misquote. Pure error. Very sorry.

SUPPIEMENTARY REMARKS

Advertising by members (continued.) In NL10-30 we told how BRSmembers
could run the BRSad on their own, if they wished to, "in their own
CaDlp.1snewspaperB or in other local publications. II

A werdof advice may be appropriate, since 150m. ads, even free ones, may
not be productive. A case history will showwhat w mean:
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Last year HARPER'SMAGAZINEoffered to provide free ads in HARPER'S
WEEKLYif we took ads in HARPER'SMAGAZINE.lie accepted. The free ads
in HARPER'SWEEKLYproved to be expensive, because we had to answer 19
inquiries, at about $1 each, and the 19 inquiries produced only one
new member.Wecannot afford. $19 for one new member. Weare no longer
interested in free ads in HARPER'SWEEKLY.

If you run an ad in a regular newspaper - even THENEWYORKTIMES--
you may get some inquiries, because some people are curious and will answer
an ad. But they are not likely to join the BR5 because the fact is,
most people in the general population -- the ordinary run-of-the-mill
readers of newspapers -- would not be interested in joining the BRS.

The publications that have been productive for us -- a list which
includes ATlANTICMONTHLY,BULLETINOF THEATOMICSClENTISTS, HARPER'S
MAGAZINE,THEHUMANIST,MENSA,THENEWREPUBLIC,THEPROGRES5;IVE,SATURDAY
REVIEW-- are selective. They perfonn a screening process for us. There
is a somewhat higher concentration of potential BRSmembers among their
readers than among the general population. About lout of 6 inquirers
produced by these publications joins the BRS, which is considerably
better than HARPER'SWEEKLY'slout of 19.

The commondenominator of the productive publications seems to be
this: their readers are people who are interested in ideas, and read
books. This is probably a pretty good ruJe of thumb for deciding
whether or not to run an ad in a particular pUblication. Campus
newspapers, for example, would clearly be OK, according to this rule.
The ARMY TI~, which has been suggested, would probably not be.

RECOMMENDEDREADING

(36) "Naturalistic Humanism", CORLISSLAMONT'sessay, was recommended by
BOB n.AVIS,hi his President's Letter of April 1. Wewill lend this

* essay on request.

, BOOK REVIEWS..

(37) "Russell in Reviewt' Edited by J. E. Thomas and KENNETHBlACKWELL.Toronto:
Stevens & Hakkert, 1976, xx + 268p., $18 ($12.50 to Russell subscribers,
which includes all BRSmembers). .

Reviewed by HARRYRUJA.

Those who attended the Russell Centenary Celebration at McMaster University
in Canada in October 1972 will be pleased to have this volume to remind
them of the stimulation and enlightemnent they received. Those who did
not attend and have a serious interest in Bertrand Russell will have in
this collection of papers on various aspects of Russell's life and thought
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a significant source of insights into his special qualities. This
collection well deserves to take its place on one's bookshelf alongside
the distinguished collection edited by Schilpp and published in 1944,
as well as the more recent ones edited by Pears, 5choenman,and
Nakhnikian.

It is difficult for me to pick a single favorite fram amongthese
well-written and informative papers, but I can pick a favorite two:
S. P. Rosenbaum's"The Logf.c of a Literary s,mbol" and Ronald Jager's
"Russell and Religion. tI (The Rosenbaumappears also in the University
of Toronto Quarterly, summer1973, volume 42.) In an area which I have
never seen explored before, Rosenbaumidentifies a numberof novels and
poems_ generally satirical - which portr~ Russell, or a reasonable
facsimile thereto, in an ironic role - as iconoclast, lecher, sceptic,
disembodied intellect, an idea or cause personified, or propounder or
butt of various jokes. T.5.Eliot, D.H. Lawrence, and Aldous Huxley are
amongthe better knownof the authors who found Russell good"copy."

In a cryptic conclusion, Rosenbaumseems to pranise a sequel to his
charming essay. "For the literary symbolic logician," he writes, Ita
history of Bertrand Russell in song and story needs to be canplemented
by a study of 'Bertrand Russell through the looking glass II(p.87) • I hope
that Rosenbaumfollows through on this intriguing promise.

That Russell was, after his adolescent years, a life-long enem;yof
theological obscurantism and ecclesiastical obstructionism is so well
knownthat it may seemto border on the ludicrous to claim,as Jager
does, that therewas an enduring strain of platonism, i.e., transcendent-
alism,in Russell's thinking (or, perhaps better, feeling) which was
largely though never completely subnerged in his later years. But
Jager makes a good case, or at least says enough to suggest that there
is a good case, for a contrary view. He makes good use of Russell's
unpublished (but it is nowavailable in Feinberg's Collected Stories
of Bertrand Russell, 1972) early short novel (or quasi-novel since I
see it more as a dialogue with names of protagonists casually attached
to the ideas than a confrontation between flesh-and-blood creatures),
!h! Perplexities .2!. ~ Forstice .He finds there a "mystical intuition
that this familiar material order ••• testifies to another order; an
order of eternity certainly, of perfection possibly, and of divinity
surely'"(p.103). If this sounds incredible to those whoknowthe Russell
of "WhyI AmNot A Christian," it would be well to look again at his
ownaccount in the Autobiography, volume 1 (Allen & Unwin, 1967,p.146;
Little-Brown, pp, 220-22) o~ the feelings and thoughts which filled him
as he observed Evelyn Whitehead writhing in pain from an angina attack,
or to ponder these words of his (ibid.,Allen & Unwin,p.13;Little-Brown,
p.3) published in 1967:"I have sought love ••• because in the union of love
I have seen, in a mystic miniature, the prefiguring vision of the heaven
that saints and poets have imagined."

Jager dealt with this issue in chapter 10 of his book, !h! Develo;enent
2! Bertrand Russell's Philosophy(Allen & Unwin,Humanities Press, 1972),
and he will no doubt write more on it. Welook forward to reading what
further he has to say on the subject.

I characterize briefly the other papers in this collection, manyof
which deserve .fuller c011Dllent.

J.E.Thomas describes the celebrations in their manifold manifestations.
Cyrus Eaton briefly and Christopher Farley at greate~ length recount

reminiscences of their associations with Russell. (The two essays are
also in Humanist2! Canada, November1972, number23.)
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Kenneth Blackwell describes the resources of The Bertrand Russell
Archives at McMasterUniversity and projects their future.

Jo Newberryreports sane of the results of her extensive research
on Russell's work with pacifists in World War I.

Robert C. Marsh seeks to assess the impact of Russell's educational
views on the contemporary world and concludes with a -qualified optimism:
"Wehave grounds for hope and reasons to work" (p.133).

John G. Slater asks, Did Russell contribute to the philosophical study
of politics? and,Did he defend a particular political philosophy? He
answers No to the first question and Yes to the second, and then
identifies the elements of that political philosophy.

In one of the more technical papers in the voltune, 1. Grattan-Guinness
examines the mathematical and philosophical background of ~ Principles
of Mathematics and concludes that though its appearance was of IInationaI
Significance in awakening British mathematics and philosophy from its .
dogmatic s.Iumbere" and of international and enduring significance in
its exposure of basic paradoxes, it suffers from cert.atn "philosophical
unclarities't1 and inaccuracies (p .l.73) •

A. J. Ayer writes on Bertrand Russell as a philosopher, clearly
identifying the major themes of that philosophy.

C. E. Cassin, D. F. Pears, and N. L. Wilson deal with specific
elements of Russell's philosophy, the first with "meaning,II the second
with "desire,1I and the third with "logical atomism." (The Pears paper
appears also in his Questions i!l~ Philosophy 2! ~,London, Duckworth,
1975.) They all deserve close study. .

The voltune has a biographical index and an index of names and titles,
and is supplied with five fulL-page illustrations.

Many whoattended the celebrations will, as they work through the voltune,
keep thinking, as I did, of a paper that was read that is not here, L,
F. Stone's provocative paper on Russell's advocacy of IIpreventive
war. II The Preface informs us that stone preferred for it not to be
published. An "unauthorized 11copy is in The Bertrand Russell Archives,
and a brief paraphrase is in Humanistin Canada, November1972, number 23,
p. 28.(See also my critical letter in-rhe May 1973 issue of this magazine,
number25, pp.4-§.) Ronald Clark treats the issue fully in Chapter 19
of his Life of Bertrand Russell (Jonathan Cape, Knopf,McGraw-Hill-Ryerson,
1975), thoughI find his treatment not as sympathetic as it might have
been. Best statement of the basic issues that I knowof is Russell's
liTheFuture of Mankind" in his Unpopu~ Essals (1950). The problem that
Russell confronted then, viz., the survival of civilization in the
nuclear age, is still with us. I for one am convinced that he analyzed
it correctly and identified the solution, viz., world goverranent,
Whether that solution will be implemented in time to forestall
Annageddonremains to be seen.

Department of Philosophy
San Diego State University

. (38) The Big 3 reviewed. As all BRSmembersno doubt knowby now, there have
been 3 important books on BR(for the genera.l publd,c}, published in the
past 12 months: (1) KATHARINETAIT's M2: Father,. Bertrand Russell (Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich, NewYork, $8e 95); (2"J Dora"Black Russell's The Tamarisk
Tree:~~est .!2£.1iberty and ~ (Putnam's, NewYork,$9.95)T<"3) Ronald W.crark s ....h.! ~.2! Bertran,! Russell (Knopf, NetTYork, $17850).
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We have accumulated sane book reviews, which the BRS J,ibrary will
lend on request. Numbers in parenthesis indicate which of the 3 books
is reviewed:

INDIANAPOLISSTAR 1/4/76 (1,3). Thanks to CAROLMULL.
NATIONALOBSERVER1/31/76 (1,3) Thanks to HARRYCLIFFORD.
~ 1/19/76 (3)
NEWYORKPOST 2/6/76 (3)
NEWYORKREVlEWOF sooxs 3/4/76 (1,2,3)

NEWYORKTIMES 1/15/76 (3)
NEWYORKTIMI!S BOOKREVIEW2/15/76 (1,2,3)
NEWYORKER2/2/76 (1)
SATURDAYREVIEW1/10/76 (1,2,3)
TIME 1/12/76 (1,2,3) Thanks to AMYBIDeK and CAROLMULL.

WALLSTREET JOURNAL1/15/76 (1,2,3) Thanks to ALVIN HUNTER

* To borrow the reviews, write to Don Jackanicz (BR5 Library) ,3802 N. Kenneth
Avenue, Chicago, 11.60641.

BRS LIBRARY

The LibrOJ: Committee, established at the December 1975 Anneal Meeting
( Nt 10-10 , is chaired by DONJACKANICZ.GARYSLEZAKis Co- hairperson.
Here are highlights of DonI s report:

• The Library plans to accumulate all kinds of items related to BR -
books primarily, but also films, tapes, phonograph records, photographs,
newspaper clippings, articles fran periodicals - for the purpose of
making them available to members and to responsible non-member organizations.
• The Library now contains 14 items, as follows: '

1. Coronet Film: BERTRANDRtESELL DISCUSSES PHILOOOPHY.14 minutes,bBtw.
2. PRINCIP~ OF SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION.
3.. PROB:LEHSOF KNOWIEDGEANDFREEDOM,by Noam Chomsky.
4. THE RIGHT TO BE HAPPYby Dora Black Russell.
5. THE POLITICAL ANDCULTURALINFLUENCE(of America on Europe).
6. BR's paper in LIVING PHILOSOPH.IES
7. BR'e Introduction to THE NEWGENERATION,Calverton & Schmalhausen,eds.
8. CATALOGUEOF THE EXHIBITION (at McMaster U. 1972).
9. RoADS TO FREEDOM:SOCIALISM, ANARCHISMANDSYNDICAUSM.
10.A HISTORYOF WESI'ERNPHILOSOPHY.
11. THE CONQtmm'OF HAPPINmS.
12. NEWHOPESFOR A CHANGINGWORLD
13.FREEDOMVERSUSORGANIZATION
14.DEAR BERTRANDRUSSELL

Our thanks to these members, who have made the initial contributions:
Peter Cranford(l), Bob Davis (5,6,7,13),Lee Eisler (10), Don Jackanicz
(2,3), Dan McDonald (4,8,9,14), Gary Slezak (11,12).
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* ..Membersmay borrow 8X'JY item by writing to: Don Jackanicz (BRSLibrary),
3802 N. Kenneth Avenue, Chicago, II. 60641. There is no fee for borrowing"
(Exception: a $3 fee for the filJn, which goes toward the purchase of
other materials.) The borrower pays postage, not in advance, but when
the item is returned. Books and other printed matter may be borrowed for
3 weeks, records and tapes for 2 weeks, filJns for 1 week. If a longer
loan period is needed, for a special reason, please discuss it in advance
with Don.* . If you would like more information about Library items, ask Don to lend
you the Item-Sheets, which give brief descriptions •
• Members are invited to contribute items they would like to share with
other members. (Incidentally, paperbacks have the merit of costing less
to mail.) Contributions will be acknowledged.
• Don will welcome all suggestions connected with the operation of the Library"

(40) Time-Life's BRfi:Im - 40 minutes long, black & white - is no longer
available for rental or preview. It is for sale at $275. Is there an
angel out there who wants to buy it for the BRS Library? (Thanks to
JIM WILLIAMSfor bringing this film to our attention.)

FINANCES

(41) Contributions. Wethank the following members for contributions, received
since the last Newsletter: HARRYCLIFFORD,JOHNCOCHRANE,PETER CRANFORD,
JIM Me KEOWN,JIM MARTINSON,JOENElLANDS,ANDBRUCETHOMPSON.

BRSBUSINESS

(42) Time to vote for Directors. At the end of this Newsletter is a ballot.
Please use it to vote for 5, candidates to fill the upcaning 5 vacancies
on the Board of Directors.

The 5 candidates - proposed by the Elections Committee - are Directors
at present. Their current term expires January 1, 1977.They are candidates
for re-election, for 3-year terms starting 1/1/77.

In other words, there are 5 names on the ballot, and we ask you to vote
for all 5. If that sounds something like an election, communist style -
with no opposing candidates - the reason for it is that no other names
were submitted by members. Any membermay submit names (Nt 10-7); none were
submitted this year.. Wehope same of you will submit names next. year.

Whybother to vote this year, when there are no opposing candidates?
Whenyou vote, you indicate your support of the idea that directors should
be elected by the entire membership rather than only by those who attend
the Annual Meetings. Weask your support for this idea.
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Here are the 5 candidates:
• KENNETHBLACKWELL.Founding mElDber.Archivist of the Russell Archives.
• ImTER DENONN.I of our 2 honorary members. Distinguished la1(1er. An

early Russellite, collector of BR' s works, editor of.!.!'!! !!!i!!!! Wisdan.
£! ~Fand Russell(1951)~Bertr~d Russell's Dictionary of Mind, Matter
~:r!lst1952', TI!!.:BasJ.cWritmgs of Bertrand RUsseli(i96l,co-editor •.)

• DANIELT. ~ DONALD.Doctoral candida1i:e(aDthropology,- NYU)•
• J. B.' NEILANDS.Founding member. Chairperson, Committee on Science.

Professor of Biochemistry, m Berkeley •
•. STEPHENJ. REINHARDT.BR5 Treasurer. DuPont executive

Please vote.

S~TIONS

W~."In reading Clark's ~ 21. Bertrand Russell," writes DANBOND,
"Inoced on Page 212 the breakthroUgh that BR achieved with Joseph
Conrad. 'Then we went for a little walk, and somehowgrew very intimate.'
The Peripatetics knewthe value of walking for increasing the understanding,
the flow of ideas, along with the flow of blood. BR was a great walker.
Does BRS sponsor any walks for its members?"

I£)CALCRAPrERS

Chicago. GARY SIEZAKreports:

The ehicago Chapter has met 5 times since the beginning of 1976. The
following books have been discussed at our meetings: Freedom and Organization,
!!l In~ ~ !1!ani.rl.'t!!!! Truth, Marriage ~ Morals, Whz1 ~ .lli?i
! ChrJ.stJ.aJ1,~ ulij)()~ EssayS. we have also had lively discussions
of Clark's biography Kate's &: Father, Bertrand Russell.

Our meetings are held monthly - usually on a Wednesdq night - and
last approximately :3 houre , Weusually number about 6, though we will
gain 2 or :3 new members this summer. The meetings are getting better
each time. The chapter has been active for a.Jmost 2 years now, and we've
gotten to know each other .t:air~ well, which is an additional asset.
Each of us has ordered a Bertrand RussellT-shi.rt .from.Warren street
Screen Press in Cambridge, Mass. It is still undecided ~ether _they will
be requ;ired dress at future meetings!

For our July meeting, we're driving up to Dr. McKeown's, in Kenosha,
Wisconsin, for a SUndayafternoon discussion of Authority and the
Individual. We'll hold a special meeting later in July, when Kate comes
to Chicago to lecture at U of C. "We hope she'll have time to spend an
evening with us"



Prof. J. B. N eilands with models of [errichrome and enterobactin.

UPARASITISM" AT THE MOLECULAR LEVEL:
Phage, Colicin M, Antibiotic, and Vital Iron Transport

Compound Compete For Same Receptor Site In E. Coli.

I •

Professor J. B. Neilands and three of his graduate
students in the Department of Biochemistry, University
of California, Berkeley, have discovered an intriguing
phenomenon: A bacteriophage, an antibiotic, a protein
(colicin M), and a critically important transport mole-
cule for ferric iron all compete for the latter's receptor
site on the outer cell membrane of E. coli.

Since this receptor site was originally evolved to aid
the microbes in the capture of highly insoluble ferric
iron, the competition of phage for the same site may
represent a remarkable case of a "parasite" (phage)
exploiting some aspect of the molecular configuration
of that complex, to effectively vie with the iron-bearing
compound for attachment to the cell surface.

Similarly, colicin M, a protein antibiotic secreted by
certain bacteria. aooarentlv has a confiauration that

fits it to the same receptor site.
As Neilands expressed it in an interview with Lab

News, this apparent convergence of molecular evolu-
tion makes the iron receptor site an "Achilles' pore"
for E. coli. Iron is absolutely essential for cell respira-
tion and as a cofactor of ribotide reductase, an
enzyme on the DNA synthesis pathway which cannot
be bypassed. Thus, competition for this site by a phage
and by a killer substance from other bacteria repre-
sents a kind of "chemical warfare" that exploits one
of E. coli's most vulnerable points.

The new discovery is an outgrowth of research Nei-
lands began two decades ago on the isolation and
characterization of "high affinity" ferric iron transport
comoounds. collectivelv called "sideroohores." These



Page 23 BRSNewsletter 1111
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BRSPsychology Symposium(2). Peter Cranford's Report (3). President's
Report (4). Vice-President's Report (5).Treasurer's Report (6,7).
BRS-Britain (8). Committee on Science (chemical weapons)(lO). Universal
HumanRights (11). BRSat APA(philosophyH12). BRon movies (13).
Project 1976 (14). God debate (15). ER& Vaughan Williams (16) .• Letter
to So1zhenit~ (17). Mail study scheme (18). BRS goals (19).
Bookpurge (20). Rationalism-emotionalism (21). Re BRon religion (22).
Newsabout members: Denonn (23),Mull (24), Don & Lorraine Robert s (25).
Newmembers (26). Address changes (27). Membership statistics (28).
Red Hackle in Ontario (29). Freethought Directory (30). AuguStine Age
query (31). ER's favorite whodunits (32). BR-l}l split (33). Correction (34).
Re advertising by members (35). Lamont's essay (36). Ruja reviews
"Russell in Review" (37). Reviews of the Bi~ 3 (38). BRS Library (39).
Time-Life's BR film (40). Contributions (41). Time to vote (42,47).
Walking (43) •Chicago Chapter (44). Neiland' s discovery (45). Index (46).
BR.-LWseminar (46A). Schedule,UWF-Japan (46B). Ballot (47).

LAST MINUTErrEMS

(46A) BEt-LWseminar, titled "Russell & Wittgensteintl, will be offered this
fall at University of Wisconsin - Parkside (Kenosha), Thursday evenings,
6:30 -9:15 P.M., starting September 9. Registration the previous week.
Prerequisite: 9 credits in philosophy. Wethank THOMASCHARIESTASKONIS
for this information.

(46B)



(46B)
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SCHEDULE (A-course for middle-aged group)

August.

17:00
18:04

by air

Tuesday, 17 Augu~~
Morning; Visiting the Mayor, Round-table talk at the Center of World

Citizens Assembly
Afternoon: Sight-seeing

10:00
15:54

by air

Monday, 16 August
Leaving Los Angeles
Arriving San Francisco

Wednesday, 18 August
-~aving San Francisco

Arriving Chicago

Thursday, 19 August
~1orning: Meeting with world federalists at the Chicago branch of WAWF;

Visiting the Chicago University
Afternoon: Sight-seeing

Friday, 20 August
Leaving Chicago
Arriving Philadelphia
Meeting with Quakers at

Saturday, 21 August
Leaving Philadelphia
Arriving New York

10:30 by air
13:20
the World Friends Center

by bus

Sunday, 22 August
New York
Meeting with world federalists and world pacifists as well at the
office of NCO and others

Monday, 23 August
New York
Visiting U.N. Headquarter; Meeting with the Secretary General Kurt
Waldheim and members of 47 nations special committee

Tuesday, 24 Augu~~
New York
Visiting U.N. Headquarter and others

Wednesday, 25 August
Leaving New York

Thursday, 26 August
Arri ving Tokyo·

12:00 by PA-801

14:40
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SCHEDULE (B-cours~ for youth group)

Su~day. 15 Augu,!
Leaving Tokyq )8:15
Arriving Los ~l~s 12:05
Reception and send-off party at the Mankind Center
Meeting with world federalists and others

Monda~6 Augus~
Leaving Los Angeles

Tuesday. 17 August
Arriving Las Vegas
Leaving Las Vegas
Arriving Salt Lake
~1eeting ,,71thworld

17:15 by bus

00:35
03:20 by bus

City 15:10
pacifists an~ others

Wednesday, 18 August
Leaving Salt Lake City
Arriving Cheyenne
Leaving Cheyenne
Arriving Denver

09:15
19:35
20:30
22:55

by bus

by bus

Thursday, 19 August
Morning: Meeting with world pacifists and others
Leaving Denver 12:15 by bus

Friday, 20 August
Arriving Kansas City
Leaving Kansas City
Arriving St. Louis
Leaving St. Louis
Arriving Chicago

05:15
08:15
13:15
13:45
20:15

by bu,s

by bus

Saturday. 21 August
Meeting with world federalists at the Chicago branch of WAWF

Sunday. 22 August
Leaving Chicago 13:30 by bus
Arriving Buffalo 05:15
Leaving Buffalo 05:30 by bus
Arriving Niagara Falls 06:35
Leaving Niagara Falls 10:05 by bus
Arriving Buffalo 11:10
Leaving Buffalo 12:01 by bus
Arriving New York 20:00

Monday, 23 August
Ne\tlYork
Visiting U.N. Headquarter; Meeting with the Secretary General
Kurt Waldheirn and members of 47 nations special committee

Tuesday, 24 August
New York
Visiting U.N. Headquarter and others

~ednesday, 25 August
Leaving New York 12:00 bYfA-801

Thursday, 26 August
Arriving Tokyo 14:40
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5 persons are to be elected to the Board of Directors, for 3-year
terms, starting Janu.ary 1, 1977.

Please make a checkaark after the names of 5 candidates, below,
for a total of 5 checkmarks. (Brief remarks about each candidate
are given in Item 42.)

Kenneth Blackwell ( )

Lester E. Denonn ( )

Daniel T.. McDonald( )

J. B. Neilands ( )

stephen J. Reinhardt ( )

Remarks (optional) ...• _

Your name._. .•••.••_~-------------- Date._. ...•

. Your addreas__....
w

_ •••• •••••••••••••••••••••

Please remove this page fran the Newsletter and mail it t.o The Bertrand
Russell Sooiety, Inc., R.. D. 1, Box 409, Coopersburg, Pa. 18036.

Note: to have your vote count, ballot must be postmarked no later than
October 1, 1976"


