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David  Hart  WAS  there

Russell  Societ,y  Newg,   No.   32

CORECTI0Nf

November   1981

at,  the  June  meeting,   at  MCMaster.  What's  more,   he  was  one  of  the  Speakers  (see  RSN30L2),
and  --  in  his  quiet,  underst,at,ed  waLy  ~  gaveone  of  the  morfe  enjoyable  talks  of  the  weekend(on  how  British  Labor
failed  t,o  follow  BR's  advice.)  omit,t,ing  all  mention  of  I)avid  from  our  report  on  the   '81  neetirig  was  undoubtedly
the  wor.st,  el.ror  we've  made  in  31  newslet,ters,   and  we  regret   it  very  much.

Andrer  Efacard's  correct  address  ia  Box  5121,   St.an ford,  CA  94305.  lie  could  like  to  hear  from  nenbers  who  live  in,
or  plan  to  visit,  the  Bay  Area.

NUCIEAR   DISARMARENT
cont.inued

END.  A  lot,  of  Europeans  want  nuclear  weapons  kept  out,  of  Fur.ope,  and  have  been  demonstrating  in  large  nuhoers
to  any  so   (18).   The  founder  of  the  movement   for  Eu~ropean  Nuclear  I)isannament   (END)   is  E.   P.  Thompson,   Bays  The
Bulletin  of  the  Atomic  Scient,istg.

The  Bu//eti.n invited  Prolessor Thompson to comment

h t,he  Bunetin' a rordg  (January  1981)  p.  6i   :#eaafuet:o°rf :::smsao|ya::°tkhse:nmnouvc::aornht°:°ac::Sj.p'r:i:LSsjav:i:'ned
menace in  Europe.challenging

This  i8  how  the Bulletin  ident,ifies  Thonpson,p.8-+

And  here  is  the  Thompson  art,icle,   pp.6-13:

The END of the line
Nigel   Calder   is  a    most   able   pr:ic-
titioncr  in  the  `.high  popularizat`i7n

of  science  and   technology,  and   his
wt)rk  demands  respectful  attentit)n. I
Niltlt>(Ir    Nit!ihlmtll.il.i    .is    an    .ins\Lii`\

party-stt`ppcr`   and   a   bottk   t{)   ril`i`s`
iiilo    the    hands    of   yoiir    flirirti`nt

nephew   or  giddy   niece.   More   `i`ri-
ously,      it     deserves      a     gener:`l
reailcrship.  as  a  biisk  aiid  inftirmed
run-thr(tugh  ttf the  tei`hnological  aiid
strategic    int`rastriicture   of   Worlil
W:ir   Ill.   Wc.  zire   r)rovided  with   Scv-

cri`I  i`hilling  sceiiarii)i  as  to  i(s  prtib-

ablc  occasion.  and  il` the  book  is  nol
supplemented  with  further (and  very
different)  reading.  it  will  lead  rciidc`rs
tinly  imo  the  immt>bility  of desp£`ir.

TlitJ    I\1iliiiil.!    Biiliuit.t'`    Fiubli`l`ed

annLlally    hy    the    [nternatii7niLI    [n-

stitull`  of  Stri`tegic  Stiidies.  acquircs

in   C:llllel```   T){lgcs   a   hiblji`:\l   iiilthi7r-

lly.   Iillrortcan`  in  thi'  r)ast  yi`ar  have
i`orni`    to    look    skeptically    (cvi`n
soiirly)  urion  the   rcpulc`d  obii.i`llvily

('1`    thilt    -]I1'C'-"Lti\,",I``     ln`t,,l,tl`.

Thi`y    hi`vii    nt.tell   th:ii   thi`    nHhlii.

inti`rvcntit)in i)l`  st)mc  ()t-its  st:`1T itn`I

coilncil  in  thc`  dcbati`  `iirroun(ling thl`

di`i.i`ion   to   `.niotlernizc`"    N,\Io``

nui.li`:`i-       I.tii.cc`t,       h{ivc       bci`ri       iii-

distingui`liiiblc   I.rom   lho`e   o1`   N,\Io

artologi`ts`   and   that   :I   I:ii.Hc   ailviini`i`

in  weiir)onry  in  l`avor  ol.  thi`  W:`t.saw

rtowi`rs    w:`s    rc`gj`lc`ri`d    iii    lhi`    19tl()
/Jti/tttit.tJ    hy   the   i`xrti`tlii`nl   o1`  i`h:ing-

ing    lhi`    I`ili's    :inil    i.ounting    ill    iii`w

w:iy`.I     lhi`   iilarmi`l    i`vi(li`nc`i`    \v:i`

eiigi`i.ly   blown   lip   in   lht`.`   U.S.   r)less

•tn  the  i`vi` ttl` the  i`li.ct lttn .  M:`iiy or `Is

in   I.`,LII-t7i)i`   lhi``i`   il:iy`   `i`nil   tii  tLlrn   l`tir

i`vi{Ii`ni.i`    (I)    in`Iililti``   ill    St`.i.klittlm

(sll,l<I).   W|.|'    B|.I-Iill.11'1.   S„s\|.\   ^1--

in:niii`ill   iuid    I)i`:HI"Lmci`(    Ir`I``)I  l"`-

tlon   Uni(  and,  in  the   United  S(a(es`
to  such  s(iiiri.es  as  this B////t'/i.t7 .

What  Caliler  does  ls  lo  show  the
massing of weaponry.  its  sorlhis(ica-
titili.  the  ltigic  of  interlocking  strate-

gie,i.   dnd   the   several   p()ints   where
•.deterrence"   may  piiss  swiftly  into

war   in   :`   c{)mpillsive    process    in
which   peoples   iind   governments
have   bcc`ome   .`lhe   servants   rather
thiLn  the  miLsters  iir  that  which  they
have   credted.``   Those   words   are
Gi.t)rge    Kenniin`s`    zinJ    Caldcr`s
h()`)k   niight   bc   taken   as  a  densely-
t7bsi`rved   extcndcil   illustration   tir
Kcnmin.s  more  gcnerill  summary:

"  .  .  .  tha(  immensely  disturbing  and

tragic-situ:itiim  in  whic`h  we  fiiid  our-

selves  ti7d:iy:   (his  an,\i(.iis  compeli-

tittn  in  the  tlcvelt)I)in.`nt  or  new  ar-
in:`mi`nts:   this  bljntJ   tlchilmani7_ati{in

assessment of the nuclear

E.  P.  Thompson,llistorian  and  writer,  founder  of  (he  Center
for  the  Study  of Social  mstory  at  the  University  of  Warwick  (U.K.),
is   .`urrently  a  visiting  professor,  Brown  University,  PTovidencc,  R.I.  02192.
He  is  the  author  of  r#c  WaA/.Hg  a/ /Ae fng//.J*  W'ork/.ng  C/ass  (1963)  and  Wr///.ng
by  Cand/a/i.gft/  (1980).  He  is  the  founder  of the  movemem  for  European
Nuclear  Disarmament  (END),  and  co-editor  of Pro/cs/  and Swrv/vc (1980).

{)1`  lhi.  prttsr)ei`tivc`  adversary;  this
`ystem`tic  distortit)n  t)r the  adver-
`{iry's  mti{iv:itj(.ii  and   lntenti()n`:

this  `ti`iiily  di`r)lai`ement  i.f  politicz`l

i`on`i{lcri`tion`  hy   niilit:try  onc``s  in

thc`  i.:`Ii`uli`ti\)n`  t)(`  `(:`ti`smanship:  in

`hiirt.   this  \lre:`d``ill   miljtariz:i{ii.n   i)l`

lhi`  i`ntii-i`   Fast-Wi``l   ri`Iatit)Ii`hirt  ill

i`oni`erl.  in  I hi`loI.ic.  iind  in  iissiuiip-

li`.n.   whl.i`h   i`  thi`  i`\7nim:`nding         `

ri`:iluri`-i`ntlle`sly  diinger(`iis`  endi
le``ly  di`.{7iH-iiglng-i>l`  this  pri.Lcii;I

l,,,h:,rpy  (lay.`"

Yet  I  i.aiiliol  ilisguisi`  my  vi.`w  thiil

(`:`lder.s   book.   t`s   well   as   othc`rs   in

lhi`      gi-ttwing      gi`ni.i'`      arc      iilw

`ymrttom` o1` thi`  unhartpy day.  Thiiy

ni`ill`i`i'  i.h:illcngi`   ntti.`   in   :`i`y   f`Inil{i-

t,l`,,I:,I     wi,y.     `,o     thl`y     `'i:,gno`l`-

Ri`thi`i..    ihi`y    i.xi`iiiit    rti.lil.isi`ly    `.ih.

`tl,:,ll),   lli`r`I:,|.I,",l,n,   ,`1`  r,,,li,il.ill  l.,,n-

sitlerations   by   military   ones."   The
si)phisticatitin   (if   the   technol(>gical

repi`rtage   masks   an   inaileqliacy   in
the   t].eatment   of   political   process.
Thi`   brisk  br:`v`Iri`  of  Ci`liler.s   style

presses   ,ilwnys   titwdrd   the   exotlc
dnd   exclflmflt()ry   mode   t)f   science
ficli()n:    il    lias   no   terms   I.or   graver
meditation  on  our  predic:iment`  and
n`)   Spzice  for  the   measiircd   i`"`lysis
``r the  actions  of  stiites.  Lttuis  Ren€
Beres`s   A/7ttt.ti/.\'/7.`t'    prompts    the

`ulT`c    reflections:   carrying   some
useful   informatjttn`    £ind   €ilso   more

positive  pr(tpitsals  than  Calder does.
its   analysis   of  politii`al   process   is
nevertheless  sadly  defi`c[ive.4

What   happens   in   these   cases   is
that   analysis   is  forced.   unwittingly.
intt)  the  parametei.s of a  self-fulfilling

drgiimcnt.    Founded    up(tn    the   evi-
del`ce   `)I.   weapons   and   s"t`tc`gies.
w'ht7se   ratii.nale   is   i`lwiys   that   or
•`deterrence.``   there   js   no   spa.`e   in

whic`h   the  vz`li(1 ity   (`f`  ;]ny  altc.rmitive

riiti()n:ilc       i`i`f`        hi.        i`lI()wed        {)r

e,\iimined.   Wc  :`ri`  inside  the  ration-
ale   whii`h  hzis  led  ils  tti  thit,  iinh:ippy

day.  and  which  will  shoi.tly  lead  iis to

w`trse`   :`nd   wi`   cim   nc`vcr   gel   t)lit.
Whi`ther  thi`   h:`l:`ni`e  `tt.  c`vi(lcnce  t)r

ricri.i`r)lion  is  lilti`il  towi`rds  the  Wi`st
or   F,as{   (how   im`ny   sy`tiinis..'.   what
worst      case      expi`ctatiiins)`      tlie

:im`lysis   is   conlined   ``./'//ii'/I   //It'   `t/J7it'

/ ,,,,. t ,,,, t,/t ,,.. \..    thi`t    is`    w  ilhin   tlic   lei`ri-

l`I.og   logic`   ot`  ili`li>rri`ni`i`.   \Mthin   this

logic.   lhc   hawks  o1`  each   siilc  t`eed  to

i`i`i`h   olhi`r   arms   and    rH-ovoi`:`lior`s.

They   stiivc   for   "rt:`rity```   envisage
`.gar`s``   and    "wimlow`   ol`  ``r)portil-

i`it}'.`.   Thro`Igh   ni`vi`ri`mliiig   negoti-

:,'i ,,,, I    itt    thl.    highl.`t    ll.vl,I    't,|.y

iLiltimhi'ilti`     i`li`h`7i.iiti`     ili`vii`cs     i.(`

"c`ttntrtil"  and  (rndc-otT`  which  thi`ir

clever   giHiic`s-r)kiycrs   thc`n    scck   to

evade   t`r  to   tiirn   tti   new   fldvantz`ge.

fliid  thu`  gcneratc  mt`re  thrust  in  the

colH.se  toward  collision.
()rcriltiilg  within  such  parametef.s.


